VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY - 2025 RECONVENED SESSION

CHAPTER 702

An Act to amend and reenact § 20-108.2 of the Code of Virginia, relating to determination of child support.

[S 805]
Approved May 2, 2025

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That § 20-108.2 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 20-108.2. Guideline for determination of child support; quadrennial review by Child Support
Guidelines Review Panel; executive summary.

A. There shall be a rebuttable presumption in any judicial or administrative proceeding for child support
under this title or Title 16.1 or 63.2, including cases involving split custody, shared custody, or multiple
custody arrangements pursuant to subdivisions G 4, 5, and 6, that the amount of the award which would result
from the application of the guidelines set forth in this section is the correct amount of child support to be
awarded. In order to rebut the presumption, the court shall make written findings in the order as set out in §
20-108.1, which findings may be incorporated by reference, that the application of the guidelines would be
unjust or inappropriate in a particular case as determined by relevant evidence pertaining to the factors set out
in § 20-108.1. The Department of Social Services shall set child support at the amount resulting from
computations using the guidelines set out in this section pursuant to the authority granted to it in Chapter 19
(§ 63.2-1900 et seq.) of Title 63.2 and subject to the provisions of § 63.2-1918.

B. For purposes of application of the guideline, a basic child support obligation shall be computed using
the schedule set out below. For combined monthly gross income amounts falling between amounts shown in
the schedule, basic child support obligation amounts shall be extrapolated. However, unless one of the
following exemptions applies where the sole custody child support obligation as computed pursuant to
subdivision G 1 is less than the statutory minimum per month, there shall be a presumptive minimum child
support obligation of the statutory minimum per month payable by the payor parent. If the gross income of
the obligor is equal to or less than 150 percent of the federal poverty level promulgated by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services from time to time, then the court, upon hearing evidence that
there is no ability to pay the presumptive statutory minimum, may set an obligation below the presumptive
statutory minimum provided doing so does not create or reduce a support obligation to an amount which
seriously impairs the custodial parent's ability to maintain minimal adequate housing and provide other basic
necessities for the child. Exemptions from this presumptive minimum monthly child support obligation shall
include: parents unable to pay child support because they lack sufficient assets from which to pay child
support and who, in addition, are institutionalized in a psychiatric facility; are imprisoned for life with no
chance of parole; are medically verified to be totally and permanently disabled with no evidence of potential
for paying child support, including recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI); or are otherwise
involuntarily unable to produce income. "Number of children" means the number of children for whom the
parents share joint legal responsibility and for whom support is being sought. The guidelines worksheet relied
upon by the court or the Department of Social Services to compute a child support obligation for a support
order issued by such court or the Department shall be placed in the court's file or the Department's file, and a
copy of such guidelines worksheet shall be provided to the parties.
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Justice, upon the recommendation of the Chairman of such committee, to be appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Delegates in accordance with the principles of proportional representation contained in the Rules of
the House of Delegates; one member of the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice, upon the
recommendation of the Chairman of such committee, to be appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules; and
one representative of a juvenile and domestic relations district court, one representative of a circuit court, one
representative of the Department of Social Services' Division of Child Support Enforcement, three members
of the Virginia State Bar, two custodial parents, two noncustodial parents, and one child advocate, upon the
recommendation of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources, to be appointed by the Governor. The
Panel shall determine the adequacy of the guideline for the determination of appropriate awards for the
support of children by considering current research and data on the cost of and expenditures necessary for
rearing children, and any other resources it deems relevant to such review. The Panel shall report its findings
to the General Assembly as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for
the processing of legislative documents and reports before the General Assembly next convenes following
such review.

Legislative members shall serve terms coincident with their terms of office. Nonlegislative citizen
members shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor. All members may be reappointed. Appointments to fill
vacancies, other than by expiration of a term, shall be made for the unexpired terms. Vacancies shall be filled
in the same manner as the original appointments.

Legislative members shall receive such compensation as provided in § 30-19.12, and nonlegislative
citizen members shall receive such compensation for the performance of their duties as provided in §
2.2-2813. All members shall be reimbursed for all reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their duties as provided in §§ 2.2-2813 and 2.2-2825. Funding for the costs of compensation
and expenses of the members shall be provided by the Department of Social Services.

The Department of Social Services shall provide staff support to the Panel. All agencies of the
Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Panel, upon request.

The chairman of the Panel shall submit to the Governor and the General Assembly a quadrennial

executive summary of the interim activity and work of the Panel no later than the first day of 2006 regular
session of the General Assembly and every four years thereafter. The executive summary shall be submitted
as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of
legislative documents and reports and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.
2. That the Child Support Guidelines Review Panel, in collaboration with the Division of Child Support
Enforcement, shall examine the current outstanding amount of child support arrearages and make
recommendations to the General Assembly about measures the General Assembly can consider
regarding (i) helping child support obligors pay outstanding arrearages and (ii) whether existing
penalties that place restrictions on such obligors' drivers licenses or other professional restrictions
unnecessarily impair the obligor's ability to repay outstanding child support arrearages. The Child
Support Guidelines Review Panel shall report its conclusions to the Chairmen of the House and Senate
Committees for Courts of Justice by November 15, 2025.



