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SENATE BILL NO. HOUSE BILL NO.

A BILL to amend and reenact 88§ 23-4.3 and 23-4.4 of the Code of Virginia and to repeal § 23-9.10:4 of
the Code of Virginia, relating to intellectual property developed at public institutions of higher

education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That 88 23-4.3 and 23-4.4 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
§ 23-4.3. Adoption of patent and copyright policies; employees to be bound by such policies.
A. The boards of visitors of state-supported institutions of higher education and the State Board

for Community Colleges shall adopt patent-and-copyright-policies regarding the ownership, protection,
assignment, and use of intellectual propertyconsistent-with-the—policyguidelines—promulgated-by-the

B. All employees of state-supported institutions of higher education, including the Virginia

Community College System, as a condition of employment, shall be bound by the patent-and-copyright
intellectual property policies—of-the—institution—employing—them—Anyone—using—faciities—of a—state-

C. For purposes of this section, "intellectual property” means (i) a potentially patentable

machine, article of manufacture, composition of matter, process, or improvement in any of those; (ii) an

issued patent; (iii) a legal right that inheres in a patent; or (iv) anything that is copyrightable.

§ 23-4.4. Authorization to transfer interest; Governor's approval required under certain

circumstances.
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A. The Boards of Visitors, the State Board for Community Colleges, or their designees may
transfer-are authorized to assign any interest they possess in-patents-and-copyrights intellectual property

or in materials in which the institution claims an interest, provided such assignment is in accordance

with the terms of its intellectual property under—its—patent-or—copyright-policy adopted pursuant to
subsection A of § 23-4.3. Howey

2. That § 23-9.10:4 [Lryjof the Code of Virginia is repealed.
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