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50 State Map: Marijuana Legalization Status
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Tax Structures

The tax is levied as a percentage of the 
sales price.

Percentage of Price 

Tax is levied based on weight or unit 
based.

Weight Based

Tax is levied based on the percentage of 
THC content in cannabis 

Based on THC Content (Potency)
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Maryland Cannabis Tax and Allocations

Community Reinvestment and 
Repair Fund 

35%

Maryland Counties
5%

Cannabis Public Health Fund 
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Fund 
5%

State General 
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50%

Revenue Distributions • D.C. legalized the possession of recreational marijuana but 
has not established a retail market. 

• A ‘gifting’ economy has been established.

• Products (t-shirts, stickers, etc.) are sold and cannabis is 
included as a gift.

• D.C. has cracked down on ‘gift shops’ and is encouraging 
them to become licensed medical marijuana dispensaries.  

Maryland: 12% sales tax (9% before July 1, 2025) D.C.: Recreational sales are not legal
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State Tax Type Revenue Distributions
Colorado (2014) 15% Wholesale tax

15% Sales tax

Local sales tax option

Sales Tax
• 10% to local governments. 
• 90% for the state government:
• 15.56% of the state revenue goes to the general fund. 
• 12.59% state public school fund.
• 71.85% the marijuana tax cash fund.

Wholesale tax revenue: Building Excellent Schools Today fund. The first
$40 million is earmarked for constructing new schools

Connecticut 
(2023)

0.625 cents/milligram of THC for cannabis flower.
2.75 cents/milligram for edibles.
0.9 cents/milligram for other products.

6.35% Sales tax.
Local sales tax option

15% to the General Fund
60% to social equity programs.
25% to substance misuse treatment programs.

New York (2022) $0.005/ milligram of the amount of total THC 
concentrated cannabis:
$0.008/milligram of the amount of total THC and 
cannabis edible product.
$0.03/milligram of the amount of total THC.

13% of the amount charged for adult-use cannabis 
products (9% retail tax and 4% state and local tax.

Revenue is allocated to the New York State Cannabis Revenue Fund. Funds are used 
to administer the cannabis program 

The revenue is distributed as follows:
• 40% State Lottery fund for education purposes. 
• 40% Community Grants Reinvestment Fund.
• 20% Drug Treatment and Public Education Fund

Select State Cannabis Tax Structures
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State Tax Type Revenue Distributions
New Jersey 6.625% Sales tax

One third of 1% of the 
statewide average retail price
2025: $2.50/oz 
Local sales tax option

Cannabis Regulatory, Enforcement Assistance, and Marketplace Modernization: the funds are used to 
support the operations of the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission and for:
•Grants, loans, and assistance programs for communities disproportionately harmed by past marijuana laws
•Programs that promote education, health, and economic opportunity
Social Equity Excise Fee: 15% to Underage Deterrence and Prevention Account and the remainder can be 
appropriated by the legislature to spend on recommended programs.

Ohio
(2024)

10% Excise tax

5.75% Sales tax

36% to the Cannabis Social Equity and Jobs Fund: Used for social equity and job initiatives.
36% to the Host Community Cannabis Fund
25% to the Substance Abuse and Addiction Fund
3% to the Division of Cannabis Control and Tax Commissioner Fund

Oregon
(2015)

17% Sales Tax
Local sales tax option 

40% to the state school fund.
20% to mental health, alcoholism, and drug services. 
15% to the Oregon State Police.
5% to the Oregon Health Authority for drug treatment and prevention.
10% to cities.
10% to counties.

Select State Cannabis Tax Structures
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State FY25 FY24 FY23 FY22

Colorado*
(2014)

$118,954,220 $255,364,952 $274,121,043 $325,103,684

Connecticut
(2022)

$18,247,121 $33,000,000 - -

Maryland
(2022)

$53,416, 273 $63,762,873 - -

New Jersey* $19,961,701 $64,503,651 $45,083,223 $20,838,514

New York
(2022)

$154,632,000 $42,004,033 $1,222,595 -

Ohio (2024) $65,541,800 - - -

Oregon
(2015)

$110,816,466 $150,898,048 $139,877,493 $170,572,100

State Cannabis Tax Collections

*Calendar year, 2025 includes Jan.-June
Connecticut FY ’25 Jul ‘24-April ‘25
Maryland FY ’25 data reflects July 24- March ’25
Ohio reflects Aug ’24-June ‘25
Oregon FY ‘25 data reflects July ‘24- March ‘25
Figures reflect states sales and/or excise taxes, local taxes are not included
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Marijuana Revenue Distributions

Other Common 
Recipients of 

Marijuana Revenue 
Collections

State 
General 

Fund 

Localities

Treatment, 
Prevention, and 

Public Health

Law 
Enforcement

Rainy Day 
Funds

Education 
and Schools
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Trends in Cannabis Taxation

States increased marijuana excise/sales tax in 2025
• California raised their excise tax to 19%

• Maryland increased sales tax rate to 12%

• Minnesota increased excise tax rate to 15%

• Maine increased the sales tax rate to 14% (begins in 2026)

• Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio introduced a proposal to raise cannabis tax, the bill failed.

States exploring legalization
• Governors in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin asked legislature to consider legalizing marijuana.  
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Resources

• States Can(nnabis) Collect Millions, NCSL
• Maryland Comptroller Quarterly Tax Reports
• Connecticut Cannabis Fact Sheet
• Colorado Department of Revenue
• New Jersey Annual Report,  New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission
• New York Office of Cannabis Management 2024 Report
• Ohio Historical Sales Data
• Oregon Cannabis Sales Tax 

https://www.marylandcomptroller.gov/cannabis/tax-reports.html
https://www.marylandcomptroller.gov/cannabis/tax-reports.html
https://www.cga.ct.gov/ofa/Documents/year/SMF/2025SMF-20250210_Cannabis%20Fact%20Sheet%20(February%202025).pdf
https://cdor.colorado.gov/data-and-reports/marijuana-data/marijuana-tax-reports
https://www.nj.gov/cannabis/documents/reports/NJCRC_2024_Annual_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://cannabis.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2024/12/ocm-annual-report-2024.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/com.ohio.gov/DCC/DCC_Historical_Sales_Data.docx.pdf
https://oregonstatecannabis.org/business/tax
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Thank You!
Andrea Jimenez

Andrea.jimenez@ncsl.org

303.856.1430

7700 E. First Place, Denver CO 80230
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