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TheNature

Conservancy Virginia Coast Reserve

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

A Land Protection

A Protecting, Managing
and Monitoring Shore
and Water Birds

A Marine Restoration
| A Outreach and Educatia
A Coastal Resiliency
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Virginia Coast Reserve
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Virginia Eastern Shore:
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TNC sstate, federal and other
partnershave invested $100 million
to protect and restore:

133,000acres

70miles of coastline (94% of
seaside)

14 barrier islands

7 state managed oyster reef
sanctuaries

50acres of oyster reef
5,000acres of eelgrass meadows

10,000acres upland forest,
farmland and wetlands

1,300acres migratory land bird
habitat
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133,000 acres protected on 50% of the protected lands are
virginia Eastern Shore vulnerable to inundation
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In addition to rising seas,
= storms are more intense
== and frequent; together,
%5 storm surge and sea-
. [evel rise cause extreme
- flooding

mainland bay barrier island

Y

storm surge storm surge
sea-level rise

sea-level rise
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Conventional vs. naturbased solutions

<«— Landward migratioh
of tidal wetlands

After with bulkhead

Drowning —) o
of tidal wetlands

Drawing by Harold Burrell
Photos courtesy of VIMS
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.’ A G I O b al P rl O rlty
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3ringsciencesand actiontogethen to sustain
resilient coastswhere:nature is part ofthe
solutionto reducerrisk front/flooding,-sdavel
rise, andsstorim: surge.




N @ Coastal Resilience and Risk Reduction

Conservancy

e | (CONSErvation Outcomes

Communities are made safer and more
resilient to natural hazards.







TheNature EasternShore Is the CoastBlesilience

Conservancy

e |- L@boratory for the Atlantic
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Enhancing Coastal Resilience on
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~ NFWF Project Goal

Engagestakeholders and provides
tangible sciencdasedtoolsto &
develop locallyrelevantclimate-
hazard mitigation and risk
reduction strategieshat include
nature-based solutions.

Create-accessible

OyYsTER REEF CHARACTERISTICS
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On average, the reef reduces the wave height by 0.66 feet, or by 89.6%.
The reef also reduces wave power by 97.7%.

) Oysters
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Coastal Resilience Approach

Coastal Resilience OURWORK OURAPPROACH RESOURCES TEAM&PARTNERS
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COASTAL RESILIENCE GLOBAL GET STARTED TOUR GOTO v The Nature Conservancy Partners Legal Disclosure
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.
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Protecting nature. Preserving life.




