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Introduction

This publication presents a summary of legislation considered by the Virginia General Assembly 
at its 2017 Regular Session through adjournment sine die on February 25, 2017. Detailed infor-
mation on any piece of legislation in Virginia may be found on the Virginia Legislative Informa-
tion System (http://lis.virginia.gov). 

Bill summaries are organized by alphabetical subject areas that correspond to titles in the Code of 
Virginia. Bills that affect more than one Code title have been placed under the dominant subject 
area of the legislation. Bills that do not amend the Code of Virginia are also listed under the sub-
ject headings. 

Within each subject heading, the bills are further differentiated as Passed or Failed. Passed bills 
are subject to review and veto by the Governor; thus, some of the bills listed as passed in this vol-
ume may be amended and some may not become law. Bills that have been vetoed by the Governor 
or that have received Governor’s recommendations and may be acted upon by the General Assem-
bly at the Reconvened Session on April 5, 2017, include such notation accordingly. The General 
Assembly sometimes incorporates provisions from one bill into another bill, so even if a bill has 
failed, one or more of its provisions may exist in legislation that has been passed. 

Five special categories of legislation follow the bills listed by subject area: constitutional amend-
ment resolutions, other resolutions, miscellaneous noncodified bills (including the budget and 
bonds), charter bills, and study resolutions. 
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Administration of Government

Passed

HB1472 State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act; prohibited contracts; exceptions for certain 
contracts entered into by an officer or employee of a soil 
and water conservation district. Provides an exception to the 
prohibition against contracts between employing agencies and 
their officers or employees for contracts by an officer or 
employee of a soil and water conservation district or an imme-
diate family member of such officer or employee to participate 
in a cost-share program for the installation of best management 
practices to improve water quality. The exception does not 
apply to subcontracts or other agreements entered into to pro-
vide services for implementation of a cost-share contract estab-
lished under such program. The bill provides that the exception 
applies to all contracts entered into on and after July 1, 2017, 
and to any contract entered into by an officer or employee or an 
immediate family member of such officer or employee with a 
soil and water conservation district to participate in a cost-
share program for the installation of best management prac-
tices to improve water quality prior to July 1, 2017. This bill is 
identical to SB 965. 
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1490 School board members who engage in war 
service or are called to active duty in the Armed Forces of 
the United States; appointment of acting school board 
members. Requires each school board member who is relieved 
from the duties of his office by reason of engaging in the war 
service of the United States when called forth by the Governor 
or being called to active duty in the Armed Forces of the 
United States to submit to the school board a list of names of 
suitable persons to perform the duties of such office as acting 
school board member during the period in which the regular 
school board member is engaged in such war service or active 
duty, in which case the school board is required to consider 
appointing and may appoint an acting school board member 
from such list of names. If the school board does not make an 
appointment from such list, the school board shall notify the 
submitting member in writing of the rationale for its decision. 
The bill provides that during such period, the acting school 
board member shall be vested with all the powers, authority, 
rights, and duties of the regular school board member for 
whom he is acting.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1539 Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); public access to records of public bodies. Clarifies 
the definition of public record. The bill also (i) defines "per-
sonal contact information" that is excluded from FOIA's man-
datory disclosure provisions in certain cases; (ii) clarifies that a 
requester has the right to inspect records or receive copies at 
his option; (iii) clarifies language in certain record exclusions 
under FOIA that certain records may be disclosed at the discre-
tion of the custodian; (iv) consolidates the personnel record 
exclusion with the limitation on the application of that exclu-
sion, and specifically clarifies that the name, in addition to 
position, job classification, and salary, of a public employee is 

public information as per opinions of the Attorney General and 
the FOIA Council; (v) eliminates, effective July 1, 2018, the 
exclusion for the Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority relat-
ing to operating and marketing strategies; (vi) eliminates the 
exclusion for correspondence of local officials as unnecessary; 
(vii) consolidates various public safety exclusions relating to 
building plans and drawings and critical infrastructure into a 
single exclusion; (viii) eliminates the exclusion for administra-
tive investigations of the Department of Human Resource 
Management, as the exclusion is already covered under the 
personnel records exclusion; (ix) expands the exclusion for 
personal information provided to the Virginia College Savings 
Plan to cover qualified beneficiaries, designated survivors, and 
authorized individuals, which terms are defined in the bill; (x) 
consolidates the various record exclusions for the Department 
of Health Professions and the Department of Health into single 
exclusions for each Department; (xi) clarifies certain Depart-
ment of Social Services exclusions; (xii) provides an exclusion 
for local finance boards that provide postemployment benefits 
other than pensions; and (xiii) eliminates the record exclusion 
for Virginia Wildlife Magazine. The bill also limits the applica-
tion of the working papers exemption by stating that informa-
tion publicly available or not otherwise subject to an exclusion 
under FOIA or other provision of law that has been aggregated, 
combined, or changed in format but does not contain a material 
revision to such information shall not be deemed working 
papers. The bill contains numerous technical amendments. 
This bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information 
Advisory Council pursuant to the HJR 96 FOIA study (2014-
2016). This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - LeMunyon

HB1540  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); public access to meetings of public bodies. Revises 
FOIA's various open meeting exemptions relating to legal mat-
ters, litigation, certain museums, and the Virginia Common-
wealth University Health System Authority. The bill also (i) 
clarifies where meeting notices and minutes are to be posted, 
(ii) requires copies of proposed agendas to be made available, 
(iii) eliminates reporting to the Joint Commission on Science 
and Technology when a state public body convenes an elec-
tronic communication meeting, and (iv) makes technical cor-
rections to several open meeting exemptions to provide context 
for those meeting exemptions that currently only cross-refer-
ence corollary records exemptions. The bill also clarifies 
closed meeting procedures. The bill contains numerous techni-
cal corrections. This bill is a recommendation of the Freedom 
of Information Advisory Council pursuant to the HJR 96 FOIA 
study (2014-2016).   
Patron - LeMunyon

HB1555 Agency directors; human resources train-
ing and succession planning. Directs the Department of 
Human Resource Management (the Department) to administer 
training programs to familiarize agency directors with state 
human resource policies, such as compensation management, 
benefits administration, and resources available at the Depart-
ment. The bill requires (i) the Department to offer training pro-
grams at least twice per year, (ii) each agency director to attend 
a training program with the agency chief human resource offi-
cer within six months after the director's appointment and 
thereafter at least once every four years, (iii) the agency chief 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1472
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1490
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1539
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1540
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1555
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human resource officer to provide subsequent training on 
agency-specific human resource policies, and (iv) each agency 
director to develop and submit annually to the Department an 
agency succession plan for key personnel, executive positions, 
and employees nearing retirement. The bill also requires public 
institutions of higher education to prepare a succession plan for 
presentation to the board of visitors with a copy to the Depart-
ment.
Patron - Ware

HB1587 Uniform Statewide Building Code; secu-
rity of certain records. Provides that information contained in 
engineering and construction drawings and plans for any sin-
gle-family residential dwelling submitted for the purpose of 
complying with the Uniform Statewide Building Code (§ 36-
97 et seq.) or the Statewide Fire Prevention Code (§ 27-94 et 
seq.) shall be confidential and shall not be subject to disclosure 
under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et 
seq.), except to the applicant or the owner of the property upon 
the applicant's or owner's request. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1591 Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; site and building assessment program; 
minimum size of industrial sites. Lowers the minimum size 
of industrial sites that may be included in the Authority's site 
and building assessment program from 250 acres to 100 acres. 
The bill contains a technical amendment. This bill is identical 
to SB 976.
Patron - James

HB1596  Virginia Public Procurement Act; public 
works contracts; prevailing wage provisions. Prohibits state 
agencies from requiring bidders, offerors, contractors, or sub-
contractors to pay, or require the payment of, wages, salaries, 
benefits, or other remuneration to persons employed to perform 
services in connection with a public works project at a rate that 
is based on the wages and benefits prevailing for the corre-
sponding classes of laborers and mechanics employed. A cor-
responding prohibition is made applicable to state agencies 
providing grants or other financial assistance for public works 
projects, unless otherwise required under federal law. The mea-
sure further states that it is the policy of the Commonwealth 
not to implement, adopt, enforce, or require any program, pol-
icy, or provision that requires a public works contract that 
requires the payment of wages or other remuneration at a rate 
based on the prevailing wage, whether modeled on the federal 
Davis-Bacon Act or similar state law.  This bill was vetoed by 
the Governor. 
Patron - Webert

HB1693 Virginia Public Procurement Act; con-
tracts for architectural and engineering services relating to 
multiple construction projects; maximum fee for any single 
project. Increases the maximum permissible fee for any single 
project encompassed in a contract for architectural or profes-
sional engineering services relating to multiple construction 
projects from $100,000 to $150,000. 
Patron - Collins

HB1720 Flag at half staff or mast; public safety 
personnel. Expands the category of flags required to be flown 

at half staff or mast when a service member, police officer, fire-
fighter, or emergency medical services provider is killed in the 
line of duty to include flags flown at any building owned and 
operated by any political subdivision of the Commonwealth. In 
addition, the bill adds state correctional officers to the list of 
public safety personnel for whom such flags are flown at half 
staff or mast.
Patron - Anderson

HB1727  State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act; school boards and school board employees. 
Provides that school divisions located in Planning District 17, 
Northern Neck, are not subject to the prohibition against hiring 
a school division employee who is related to a member of the 
school board under certain circumstances.   
Patron - Ransone

HB1731 Joint Commission on Administrative 
Rules; periodic review of exemptions from the Administra-
tive Process Act. Requires the Joint Commission on Adminis-
trative Rules, beginning November 1, 2017, on a schedule to 
be established by the Commission, to conduct a review of the 
exemptions authorized by the Administrative Process Act 
(APA). The bill also requires agencies having APA exemp-
tions, other than the courts, any agency of the Supreme Court, 
and any agency that by the Constitution of Virginia is expressly 
granted any of the powers of a court of record, beginning 
August 1, 2017, to submit a written report to the Joint Commis-
sion on Administrative Rules, which report includes the date 
the exemption was enacted, a summary of the necessity for the 
exemption, and a summary of any rule or regulation adopted 
pursuant to the exemption in the immediately preceding two 
fiscal years. The bill provides that in the event that an agency 
having an exemption fails to submit the report required, the 
Joint Commission on Administrative Rules shall recommend 
to the Governor and the General Assembly that such agency's 
exemption be discontinued. The bill also requires general 
notice of the provisions of this requirement to be posted on the 
Virginia Regulatory Town Hall and published in the Virginia 
Register of Regulations by the Joint Commission on Adminis-
trative Rules to advise agencies of their obligations under the 
bill. 
Patron - Ransone

HB1734  Virginia Parole Board; exceptions to the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). Requires 
guidance documents of the Virginia Parole Board to be avail-
able as public records under FOIA.  
Patron - Hope

HB1753  Prohibit certain local government prac-
tices that would require contractors to provide certain 
compensation or benefits. Prohibits local governing bodies 
from establishing provisions related to procurement of goods, 
professional services, or construction that would require a 
wage floor or any other employee benefit or compensation 
above what is otherwise required by state or federal law to be 
provided by a contractor to one or more of the contractor's 
employees as part of a contract with the locality. The prohibi-
tion shall not affect contracts between a locality and another 
party that were executed prior to January 1, 2018, or the 
renewal or future rebids of services thereof. The bill provides 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1587
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1591
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1596
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1693
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1720
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1727
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1731
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1734
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1753
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that localities shall not be prohibited from entering into con-
tracts for economic development incentives in which the com-
pany receiving the incentives is required to maintain a certain 
stated wage level for its employees.  This bill was vetoed by 
the Governor.  
Patron - Davis

HB1790 Administrative Process Act; development 
and periodic review of regulations; report. Requires agen-
cies to develop regulations in the least burdensome and intru-
sive manner possible and provides guiding principles for the 
development, adoption, and repeal of regulations. The bill also 
requires each agency to establish a schedule over a 10-year 
period for the review of all regulations for which the agency is 
the primary responsible agency. The schedule shall provide for 
the annual review of at least 10 percent of an agency's regula-
tions by July 1 of each year. Under the bill, the Governor will 
submit an annual report containing the findings of the regula-
tion reviews by August 1 of each year to the chairmen of the 
standing committees of the House of Delegates and the Senate. 
 This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1854 Lobbyist reporting, the State and Local 
Government Conflict of Interests Act, and the General 
Assembly Conflicts of Interests Act; filing of required dis-
closures; registration of lobbyists; candidate filings; 
judges; definition of gift; informal advice; civil penalties; 
technical amendments. Makes numerous changes to the laws 
governing lobbyist reporting, the conflict of interest acts, and 
the Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council 
(the Council), including (i) allowing the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth to suspend any penalty that could be assessed 
against a lobbyist's principal for failing to file the required dis-
closure if such failure is beyond the control of the principal; (ii) 
clarifying the procedures for terminating the services of a lob-
byist; (iii) requiring that lobbyist registration forms be filed 
electronically; (iv) eliminating the requirement that a lobbyist 
list the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all other 
lobbyists representing the same principal; (v) creating a sepa-
rate statement for a lobbyist's principal to waive the principal 
signature requirement on the lobbyist disclosure form; (vi) 
granting the clerk of the local governing body or school board 
the same power as the Council to redact from any disclosure 
form released to the public any residential address, personal 
telephone number, or signature; (vii) eliminating the minimum 
duration of the mandatory refresher ethics orientation session 
for General Assembly members; (viii) allowing written infor-
mal advice from the Council to confer immunity from prosecu-
tion upon individuals acting in accordance with such advice; 
(ix) clarifying the Council's authority to grant extensions from 
the filing deadline and imposing a $250 civil penalty on agency 
heads or local clerks who fail to provide the disclosure forms to 
filers in a timely manner; (x) requiring lobbyists to provide a 
report of gifts made during a regular session of the General 
Assembly no later than three weeks after adjournment to legis-
lators and certain executive branch officials who are required 
to file a session gift report; and (xi) directing that candidates 
for statewide office and the General Assembly are required to 
file a disclosure form with the State Board of Elections and 
candidates for a constitutional office are required to file a dis-
closure form with the local general registrar. The bill also 

extends the filing deadline for disclosure forms from January 
15 to February 1 and clarifies the reporting period covered by 
the disclosure forms. The bill eliminates events open to indi-
viduals who share a common interest from the definition of a 
"widely attended event," attendance at which is not subject to 
the gift cap. The bill also exempts from the definition of a 
"gift" (a) gifts from a person's child-in-law; (b) gifts related to 
a person's volunteer service; (c) meals provided for attendance 
at an official meeting of the Commonwealth, its political subdi-
visions, or certain other entities; and (d) attendance at a recep-
tion or similar function. The bill also exempts members of the 
judiciary from certain provisions governing prohibited gifts 
and prohibited personal interests in a transaction where such 
members are already subject to similar or greater prohibitions 
under the Canons of Judicial Conduct for the State of Virginia. 
The bill also clarifies that a legislator may have a personal 
interest in a contract with a government agency, not including a 
legislative branch agency, when the Virginia Public Procure-
ment Act allows the award of such contract without competi-
tion. The bill further clarifies the exceptions that allow state 
and local officers and employees who have a personal interest 
in a transaction to participate in the transaction. Finally, the bill 
contains technical amendments. The bill contains an emer-
gency clause that applies to the changes described in clauses 
(x) and (xi). This bill is identical to SB 1312. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Gilbert

HB1858 Department of Small Business and Sup-
plier Diversity; certification of small, women-owned, and 
minority-owned businesses. Authorizes the Director of the 
Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity to adopt 
regulations that mandate certification without any additional 
paperwork of any small, women-owned, or minority-owned 
business that has obtained certification under any federal small, 
women-owned, and minority-owned business certification pro-
gram.
Patron - Lopez

HB1876  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
public access to library records of minors. Excludes from 
mandatory disclosure library records that can be used to iden-
tify any library patron under the age of 18 years. The bill pro-
vides that access shall not be denied to the parent, including a 
noncustodial parent, or guardian of such library patron.  
Patron - Pogge

HB1940  Virginia Public Procurement Act; exemp-
tions; Department of Juvenile Justice; pre-release and post-
commitment services. Exempts from the Virginia Public Pro-
curement Act the selection of pre-release and post-commit-
ment services by the Department of Juvenile Justice.  
Patron - Carr

HB1943 Administrative Process Act; economic 
impact analysis; opportunity for comment by affected busi-
nesses or other entities. Requires the Department of Planning 
and Budget to revise and reissue its economic impact analysis 
within the time limits set forth for the Department's review of 
regulations at the final stage pursuant to the Governor's execu-
tive order for executive branch review if one of the following 
conditions is present and would materially change the Depart-
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ment's analysis: (i) public comment timely received at the pro-
posed stage indicates significant errors in the economic impact 
analysis or (ii) there is a significant or material difference 
between the agency's proposed economic impact analysis and 
the anticipated negative economic impacts to the business 
community as indicated by public comment. The bill provides 
that the determination as to whether either such condition is 
present shall be made by the Department and shall not be sub-
ject to judicial review. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
This bill is identical to SB 1431.
Patron - Peace

HB1944 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices and Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services; certain regulations. Requires the 
Department of Planning and Budget to revise and reissue its 
economic impact analysis on proposed regulations of any 
agency subject to the Administrative Process Act within the 
time limits set forth in the Department's review of regulations 
at the final stage pursuant to the Governor's executive order for 
executive branch review if certain conditions are present that 
would materially change the Department's analysis. The bill 
also establishes certain requirements related to notice to stake-
holders and opportunity for comment when the Department of 
Medical Assistance Services or the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services posts a new regulation or 
final stage of a regulation to the Virginia Regulatory Town 
Hall, proposes a change to a provider manual, or proposes a 
change to guidance documents related to licensure require-
ments. 
Patron - Peace

HB1952 Department of General Services; review of 
proposed acquisitions of real property; exceptions. Provides 
an exception to the requirement that before any agency of the 
state acquires real property, it must follow the guidelines 
adopted by the Department of General Services and obtain the 
prior approval of the Governor. The bill grants this exception 
in cases of the acquisition of real property to be held in trust for 
the benefit of a state-recognized Indian tribe, provided that 
such property is (i) annexed into the existing reservation of 
such tribe and (ii) located within a one-mile radius of the 
boundary of such reservation. The bill provides, however, that 
these acquisitions of real estate shall be subject to the review of 
the Office of the Attorney General and approval by the Gover-
nor.
Patron - Peace

HB1968  Virginia Small Business Financing 
Authority; administration of Small Business Investment 
Grant Fund. Makes changes to the Small Business Investment 
Grant Fund to make it easier for investor applicants to qualify 
for grants and provide more benefits for investor applicants. 
The bill (i) allows as a qualified investment any cash equity 
investment in a qualified business from an individual investor 
or from an investor who has received compensation; (ii) 
amends the definition of "small business" to increase the 
amount of equity capital for a qualifying business from $3 mil-
lion to $5 million; (iii) moves the start date for eligible invest-
ments from July 1, 2012, to July 1, 2016; and (iv) increases the 
amount of the grant from 10 percent of the investment to 50 
percent of the investment or $50,000, whichever is less. The 

bill maintains the total grant allocation cap of $250,000 for 
each eligible investor.  
Patron - Landes

HB1969 Small Business Jobs Grant Fund Pro-
gram. Reduces from 50 percent to 35 percent the minimum 
percentage of revenues that a small business must derive from 
out-of-state sources in order to be eligible for grants from the 
Small Business Jobs Grant Fund Program. The bill reduces 
from $100,000 to $50,000 the minimum new capital invest-
ment that a company is required to make to be eligible for 
assistance under the Program. Finally, the bill changes the defi-
nition of small business for purposes of the Program from a 
company that has 250 or fewer employees to one that has 50 or 
fewer employees in its base year and average annual gross 
receipts of $3 million or less averaged over the previous 24-
month period. 
Patron - Landes

HB1971  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
record and meeting exclusions for multidisciplinary child 
abuse teams. Excludes the records of a multidisciplinary team 
as they relate to individual child abuse or neglect cases or sex 
offenses involving a child from mandatory disclosure under the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act. The bill also provides an 
exemption from open meeting requirements to such teams and 
sexual assault response teams.  
Patron - Massie

HB1998 Secure Commonwealth Panel; member-
ship and duties. Revises the membership of the Secure Com-
monwealth Panel, renamed the Secure and Resilient 
Commonwealth Panel, and requires the Panel to create an 
Emergency Management Awareness Group consisting of the 
Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security, the Lieu-
tenant Governor, the Attorney General, the Executive Secre-
tary of the Supreme Court of Virginia, and the Chairmen of the 
House Committee on Militia, Police and Public Safety and the 
Senate Committee on General Laws and Technology. The bill 
requires the Group to meet during a state of emergency to 
review critical information concerning such situation to facili-
tate communication between the executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches of state government. The bill dissolves the 
Virginia Emergency Response Council and transfers its duties 
to the Panel. The bill contains technical amendments. 
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB2017 Virginia Public Procurement Act; bid, 
performance, and payment bonds; waiver by localities.
Authorizes a locality to waive bid bonds for nontransportation-
related construction contracts in excess of $100,000 but less 
than $500,000, and performance and payment bonds for non-
transportation-related construction contracts in excess of 
$100,000 but less than $300,000, without having to undertake 
a prequalification process for bidders with a current Class A 
contractor license. The bill prohibits localities from entering 
into more than 10 nontransportation-related construction con-
tracts per year in which either the bid bond or the performance 
and payment bonds and the prequalification requirement have 
been waived and in which the contract amount is in excess of 
$100,000 but less than $300,000. The bill contains technical 
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amendments. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2021. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2096  Procurement; exemption for Virginia 
Industries for the Blind. Exempts from the requirements of 
the Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.) the Virginia 
Industries for the Blind when procuring components, materials, 
supplies, or services for use in commodities and services fur-
nished to the federal government in connection with its opera-
tion as an AbilityOne Program-qualified nonprofit agency for 
the blind.  
Patron - Price

HB2105 Investment of Public Funds Act; invest-
ment of funds in qualified investment pools. Authorizes a 
treasurer to act on behalf of his locality to become a participat-
ing political subdivision in qualified investment pools without 
an ordinance adopted by the locality. The bill defines a quali-
fied investment pool as one that has maintained for a year at 
least 40 participants and $400 million in invested assets. 
Investments in qualified investment pools pursuant to the bill 
are required to comply with the requirements of the Investment 
of Public Funds Act (§ 2.2-4500 et seq.) applicable to munici-
pal corporations and other political subdivisions. The bill states 
that none of its provisions shall be construed to diminish exist-
ing legal authority of treasurers related to the investment of 
public funds. This bill is identical to SB 1416. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Byron

HB2106 Virginia Board of Workforce Develop-
ment. Revises the composition of the Virginia Board of Work-
force Development (Board) to conform to requirements of the 
federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA). 
One member shall be a representative of a private career col-
lege. The measure also (i) specifies that funding for a full-time 
Executive Director position shall be provided by Title I of the 
WIOA and (ii) replaces a requirement that industry credentials 
that align with high-demand occupations shall include the 
Career Readiness Certificate with the requirement that such 
industry credentials include a credential that determines career 
readiness. The measure shall not become effective if prior to 
July 1, 2017, the U.S. Department of Labor grants a waiver of 
the State Board membership composition requirements under 
the federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act that 
permits the Board to continue with its current composition.
Patron - Byron

HB2143 Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); training provided by the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Advisory Council. Requires the Freedom of 
Information Advisory Council to maintain on its website a list-
ing of all FOIA officers, including name, contact information, 
and the name of the public body such FOIA officers serve. The 
bill requires the name and contact information of FOIA offi-
cers trained by legal counsel of a public body to be submitted 
to the Council by July 1 of each year on a form developed by 
the Council for that purpose and to be updated in a timely man-
ner in the event of any changes to such information. The bill 
also provides that training through an online course offered by 

the Council shall satisfy the annual training requirement for 
FOIA officers. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2144 Virginia Freedom of Information Advi-
sory Council; membership; effect of missing meetings.
Increases the Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Coun-
cil from 12 members to 14 members by adding one additional 
member from the House of Delegates and one additional mem-
ber from the Senate. The bill also provides that if any nonlegis-
lative citizen member of the Council fails to attend a majority 
of meetings of the Council in a calendar year, the Council shall 
notify the member's appointing authority, who may, upon 
receipt of such notification, remove the member and appoint a 
successor as soon as practicable. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2146  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); Freedom of Information Advisory Council; online 
public comment form. Requires the Freedom of Information 
Advisory Council to develop an online public comment form 
to be posted on its official public government website to enable 
any requester to comment on the quality of assistance provided 
to the requester by a public body. The bill also requires all state 
public bodies subject to the provisions of FOIA and any county 
or city, and any town with a population of more than 250, to 
post a link on its official public government website to the 
online public comment form.  
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2148 Veterans Services Foundation; powers 
and duties; appointment of Executive Director; report.
Requires the Veterans Services Foundation to provide an 
annual report on its funding levels and services to the General 
Assembly. The bill also (i) authorizes the board of trustees of 
the Foundation to appoint an Executive Director, (ii) clarifies 
that the Foundation may make direct requests for appropria-
tions from the General Assembly, (iii) clarifies that only the 
unrestricted portion of the Veterans Services Fund may be used 
for Foundation expenses, (iv) requires the Department of Vet-
erans Services to provide qualified finance and development 
personnel to perform the duties of the treasurer and secretary of 
the Foundation, and (iv) provides that expenditures and dis-
bursements from the Fund shall be made upon written authori-
zation of the Executive Director with the approval of the board 
of trustees. The bill requires that allocations and expenditures 
of donated restricted funds be in accordance with cited provi-
sions of the Uniform Prudent Management of Institutional 
Funds Act relating to the standard of conduct in managing and 
investing institutional funds. 
Patron - Knight

HB2151 Virginia Resources Authority. Transfers 
the responsibility for the Virginia Resources Authority from 
the Secretary of Commerce and Trade to the Secretary of 
Finance. This bill is identical to SB 1042.
Patron - Aird

HB2178  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); proprietary records and trade secrets; charitable 
gaming supplies. Expands the existing FOIA record exclusion 
for information of a proprietary nature furnished by a supplier 
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of charitable gaming supplies to the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services to include such informa-
tion submitted by manufacturers of charitable gaming supplies. 
The bill also expands the exclusion to include information sub-
mitted by suppliers and manufacturers of charitable gaming 
supplies pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Charitable 
Gaming Board related to approval of electronic and mechani-
cal equipment.   
Patron - Hodges

HB2206 Virginia Veteran and Family Support pro-
gram; report. Updates the purposes and priorities of the Vir-
ginia Veteran and Family Support program to, in a cost-
effective manner, refer veterans to mental health, physical 
rehabilitation, and other services as needed to help them 
achieve individually identified goals and to monitor their prog-
ress toward achieving those goals. The program is available to 
veterans and members of the Virginia National Guard in the 
Commonwealth, residents of the Commonwealth in the Armed 
Forces Reserves who are not in active federal service, and fam-
ily members of covered military members who have been 
affected by the covered military members' service and deploy-
ments and who are located in the Commonwealth. The bill 
requires an annual report on the program be sent to the Gover-
nor and the General Assembly.
Patron - Cox

HB2217 Address confidentiality program; victims 
of sexual violence and human trafficking. Expands the types 
of crimes victims of which are eligible to apply for the address 
confidentiality program to include sexual violence. The bill 
provides that such programs may also include specialized ser-
vices for victims of human trafficking. Current law permits 
victims of domestic violence and stalking to apply to this pro-
gram. The bill requires that sexual or domestic violence pro-
grams be accredited by the Virginia Sexual and Domestic 
Violence Program Professional Standards Committee to accept 
applications and authorizes crime victim and witness assis-
tance programs to accept applications. The bill increases pro-
gram participants' certification period from one to three years. 
The bill contains technical amendments.
Patron - Toscano

HB2237 Office of the State Inspector General; 
extension of jurisdiction to local departments of social ser-
vices. Extends the jurisdiction of the Office of the State Inspec-
tor General by amending the definition of "state agency" to 
include any local department of social services. 
Patron - Cline

HB2245 Virginia Research Investment Commit-
tee. Expands the role of the Virginia Research Investment 
Committee (the Committee) to include, in addition to awarding 
grants and loans from the Virginia Research Investment Fund, 
providing guidance and coordination in the use of public funds 
to support research and commercialization efforts throughout 
the Commonwealth. Effective January 1, 2018, the bill moves 
responsibility for the development of the Commonwealth 
Research and Technology Strategic Roadmap (the Roadmap) 
from the Center for Innovative Technology to the State Council 
of Higher Education for Virginia (the Council), which shall 
submit the plan to the Committee for approval. The Council 

would consult with public institutions of higher education, 
make recommendations on the industry sectors in which the 
Commonwealth should focus its research and development 
efforts, and establish a process for maintaining an inventory of 
the Commonwealth's current research and development efforts. 
The Roadmap would be used to determine areas of focus for 
awards from the Virginia Research Investment Fund and the 
Commonwealth Research Commercialization Fund.   The bill 
also clarifies that the exemption from mandatory disclosure of 
records under the Freedom of Information Act by applicants 
for grants and loans from the Committee applies to certain 
financial records, trade secrets, and research-related informa-
tion. The bill requires an applicant seeking to invoke the pro-
tections of the exemption to submit a written request to the 
Committee identifying the records or data for which protection 
is sought and stating the reason why protection is necessary. 
Under the bill, the exemption also applies to documents pre-
pared exclusively for the application review by the Committee, 
its staff, or a reviewing entity conducting a scientific review at 
the request of the Committee. The closed meeting exemption is 
also amended to include interviews of applicants by the Com-
mittee or a reviewing entity conducting a scientific review.   
The bill contains technical amendments. This bill is identical to 
SB 1371. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Jones

HB2278 Virginia Tourism Authority; Cooperative 
Marketing Fund; eligibility. Provides that proposals for exist-
ing programs that have a measurable return on investment are 
eligible for matching grant funds under the Cooperative Mar-
keting Fund. The bill also (i) removes the requirement that 
only private funds be matched and (ii) provides that guidelines 
established for the Fund may include a preference for propos-
als submitted by state agencies. This bill is identical to SB 
1483.
Patron - Hester

HB2285  Gubernatorial appointments to boards; 
membership and terms. Clarifies and corrects the statutory 
requirements for the membership and terms of several boards. 
The bill also standardizes the term dates for several appoint-
ments to the Latino Advisory Board, the Board of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services, the Board of Education, and the Board 
for Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite 
Sewage System Professionals so that all terms begin on July 1 
and end on June 30.  
Patron - Cole

HB2302 Board of Veterans Services; membership; 
duties. Removes requirements regarding specific areas of 
expertise for members appointed to the Board of Veterans Ser-
vices (the Board) by the Governor. The bill also (i) extends the 
number of consecutive terms for legislative members from four 
to six two-year terms for members of the House of Delegates 
and from two to three four-year terms for members of the Sen-
ate; (ii) removes the requirement that the Board be organized 
into at least three standing committees; and (iii) makes other 
changes to the administration of the Board and the eligibility 
for reappointment of nonlegislative citizen members of the 
Board. This bill is identical to SB 1182.
Patron - Anderson
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HB2319 National Flood Insurance Program; par-
ticipation by localities; report. Requires the Secretary of Nat-
ural Resources to issue a report by November 1, 2018, listing 
any locality not participating in the Community Rating System 
of the National Flood Insurance Program and recommending 
any legislation necessary to encourage participation. 
Patron - Miyares

HB2347 Commonwealth's Development Opportu-
nity Fund; limitation on use of moneys from the Fund. Pro-
vides that unless an exception has been granted by the 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade, moneys in the Common-
wealth's Development Opportunity Fund shall not be used for 
any economic development project involving a business that 
relocates or expands its operations in one or more Virginia 
localities while simultaneously closing its operations or sub-
stantially reducing the number of its employees in another Vir-
ginia locality. Under current law, this limitation on the use of 
the Fund is stated as a general policy rather than as a require-
ment. The bill also requires the Secretary of Commerce and 
Trade to provide written notice to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Finance and House Appropriations Committees at least 48 
hours prior to the final approval of the grant or loan. Currently, 
the notice must be provided promptly, and a time frame is not 
specified. 
Patron - Byron

HB2354 State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act; school boards and school board employees. 
Provides that school divisions located in Planning District 4, 
New River Valley, are not subject to the prohibition against hir-
ing a school division employee who is related to a member of 
the school board under certain circumstances. 
Patron - Rush

HB2356 Fort Monroe Authority Board of Trustees; 
membership; terms. Adds three nonlegislative citizen mem-
bers to the Fort Monroe Authority Board of Trustees, to be 
appointed by the Governor. The bill also changes the Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade and the Secretary of Natural 
Resources from voting to nonvoting ex officio members and 
removes the Lieutenant Governor from membership. This bill 
is identical to SB 1001.
Patron - Helsel

HB2360 Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency; procurement of information technology; compli-
ance with federal laws and regulations pertaining to infor-
mation security and privacy. Requires the Chief Information 
Officer of the Virginia Information Technologies Agency to 
develop policies, standards, and guidelines that require that any 
contract for information technology entered into by the Com-
monwealth's executive, legislative, and judicial branches and 
independent agencies require compliance with applicable fed-
eral laws and regulations pertaining to information security and 
privacy. The bill applies to contracts for information technol-
ogy entered into on or after July 1, 2017. 
Patron - Albo

HB2366 Public procurement; requirements for use 
of construction management and design-build contracts.
Establishes requirements for the procurement of construction 

using the construction management and design-build procure-
ment methods by state and local public bodies and covered 
institutions of higher education, as defined in the bill, and the 
conditions under which such methods may be used. Public 
bodies must comply with procedures adopted by the Secretary 
of Administration for construction management or design-
build projects. State public bodies and covered institutions 
must adopt procedures that include, among other things, a 
requirement that the state public body or covered institution 
make a written determination in advance that competitive 
sealed bidding is not practicable or fiscally advantageous and 
document the basis for the determination to use the construc-
tion management or design-build procurement method. The 
bill requires the Department of General Services (DGS) to 
evaluate the proposed procurement method of state public bod-
ies and covered institutions and provide a recommendation 
regarding the procurement method within five days of receipt 
of the written determination. If a state public body or covered 
institution elects to proceed with the project using a construc-
tion management or design-build contract despite a DGS rec-
ommendation to the contrary, the state public body or covered 
institution must provide to DGS in writing its reasons for doing 
so. For local public bodies, construction management contracts 
may be used for projects whose cost is expected to be less than 
$10 million, provided that the project is a complex project and 
the project procurement method is approved by the local gov-
erning body. The bill also requires DGS to report to the Gover-
nor and certain General Assembly committees annually by 
December 1 information pertaining to (i) the agency's evalua-
tion of projects submitted by state public bodies and covered 
institutions and (ii) all completed capital projects in excess of 
$2 million. This bill is identical to SB 1129.
Patron - Albo

HB2391 Department of Human Resources Man-
agement; criminal background checks; state agency posi-
tions designated as sensitive; agencies to report to the 
Department. Requires each state agency to continue to record 
in the Personnel Management Information System (PMIS) 
positions that it has designated as sensitive to ensure that the 
Department of Human Resources Management has a list of all 
such positions. The bill clarifies who would be subject to a 
criminal background investigation in a sensitive position. The 
bill expands the definition of sensitive position to include those 
positions (i) responsible for the health, safety, and welfare of 
citizens or the protection of critical infrastructures; (ii) that 
have access to sensitive information, including access to Fed-
eral Tax Information in approved exchange agreements with 
the Internal Revenue Service or Social Security Administra-
tion; and (iii) that are otherwise required by state or federal law 
to be designated as sensitive. The bill contains an emergency 
clause. This bill is identical to SB 1293.
Patron - Holcomb

HB2396 Virginia Public Procurement Act; SWaM 
program; participation of employment service organzia-
tions. Provides that contracts and subcontracts awarded to 
employment services organizations shall be credited toward 
the small business, women-owned, and minority-owned busi-
ness contracting and subcontracting goals of state agencies as 
well as state contractors. This bill is identical to SB 1538.
Patron - Hope
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HB2425 Policy of the Commonwealth regarding 
the employment of individuals with disabilities; responsi-
bilities of state agencies; report. Provides that it is the policy 
of the Commonwealth to promote and increase the employ-
ment of individuals with disabilities. To further this policy, the 
bill establishes a goal to increase by five percent the level of 
individuals with disabilities employed by state government by 
fiscal year 2023. The bill designates the Secretary of Adminis-
tration to coordinate efforts to achieve the goal and requires the 
Secretary to establish a reporting system for tracking and 
reporting the progress of state agencies toward meeting the 
employment goals and to report annually on the number of 
individuals with disabilities employed by the state. The bill 
requires each state agency to submit a plan to increase employ-
ment opportunities for individuals with disabilities to the Sec-
retary no later than December 31, 2017, and each July 1 
thereafter. This bill is identical to SB 1530.
Patron - Anderson

HB2428  Workforce Transition Act; eligibility. Pro-
vides that employees of the Virginia College Savings Plan are 
eligible for transitional severance benefits conferred by the 
Workforce Transition Act.  
Patron - Robinson

HB2457 Health and Human Resources Secretariat; 
single state agency for data collection and sharing; report.
Requires that, as requested by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Resources and to the extent authorized by federal law, 
the agencies of the Secretariat of Health and Human Resources 
shall share data, records, and information about applicants for 
and recipients of services from the agencies of the Secretariat, 
including individually identifiable health information for the 
purposes of (i) streamlining administrative processes and 
reducing administrative burdens on the agencies, (ii) reducing 
paperwork and administrative burdens on the applicants and 
recipients, and (iii) improving access to and quality of services 
provided by the agencies. The bill requires the Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources to report on the implementation 
of the provisions of the bill by October 1, 2017. 
Patron - Garrett

HB2471 Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; membership; powers and duties. Restruc-
tures the membership of the board of directors (the Board) of 
the Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority 
(the Authority), designates the Board as a supervisory board 
within the statutory definition of "supervisory," sets out the 
minimum qualifications for appointments to the Board, and 
sets out additional powers and duties required of the Board, 
including development of a strategic plan for economic devel-
opment, a marketing plan, and an operational plan. The bill 
also establishes a Division of Incentives within the Authority 
to track, manage, and coordinate economic development incen-
tives. Under the bill, the Division is required to obtain certifi-
cation from the Attorney General prior to certifying that an 
approved project has met the investment and job creation 
requirements and the review of the Attorney General prior to 
seeking the repayment of any public funds from an approved 
project due to a failure of the project to meet the investment 
and job creation requirements set forth in the contract or mem-
orandum of understanding. The bill establishes a position of 

internal auditor and two advisory committees and requires (i) 
each commissioner of the revenue to provide certain tax infor-
mation and (ii) the Virginia Employment Commission to pro-
vide certain employment information to the Authority as may 
be necessary to facilitate the administration and enforcement 
by the Authority of performance agreements with businesses 
that have received incentive awards. This bill is identical to SB 
1574. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Jones

SB916 Virginia Register Act; guidance documents; 
duty to file with the Registrar. Consolidates provisions relat-
ing to the availability of guidance documents in a single sec-
tion in the Virginia Register Act. In addition, the bill requires 
agencies that do not have regulatory authority to annually file 
with the Virginia Registrar of Regulations for publication in 
the Virginia Register of Regulations a list of any guidance doc-
uments upon which such agencies currently rely. Under current 
law, the requirement for filing guidance documents applies 
only to agencies with regulatory authority. As introduced, the 
bill is a recommendation of the Administrative Law Advisory 
Committee. 
Patron - Edwards

SB965 State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act; prohibited contracts; exceptions for certain 
contracts entered into by an officer or employee of a soil 
and water conservation district. Provides an exception to the 
prohibition against contracts between employing agencies and 
their officers or employees for contracts by an officer or 
employee of a soil and water conservation district or an imme-
diate family member of such officer or employee to participate 
in a cost-share program for the installation of best management 
practices to improve water quality. The exception does not 
apply to subcontracts or other agreements entered into to pro-
vide services for implementation of a cost-share contract estab-
lished under such program. This bill is identical to HB 1472. 
Patron - Hanger

SB976 Virginia Economic Development Partnership 
Authority; site and building assessment program; mini-
mum size of industrial sites. Lowers the minimum size of 
industrial sites that may be included in the Authority's site and 
building assessment program from 250 acres to 100 acres. The 
bill contains a technical amendment. This bill is identical to 
HB 1591.
Patron - Hanger

SB1001 Fort Monroe Authority Board of Trustees; 
membership; terms. Adds three nonlegislative citizen mem-
bers to the Fort Monroe Authority Board of Trustees, to be 
appointed by the Governor. The bill also changes the Secretary 
of Commerce and Trade and the Secretary of Natural 
Resources from voting to nonvoting ex officio members and 
removes the Lieutenant Governor from membership. This bill 
is identical to HB 2356.
Patron - Locke

SB1040 Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); record exclusion for personal contact information; 
limitation. Provides that personal contact information pro-
vided to a public body for the purpose of receiving electronic 
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mail from the public body is excluded from the mandatory dis-
closure provisions of FOIA, provided that the electronic mail 
recipient has requested that the public body not disclose such 
information. The bill defines "personal contact information" as 
the home or business (i) address, (ii) email address, or (iii) tele-
phone number or comparable number assigned to any other 
electronic communication device. Current law excludes "per-
sonal information," which is defined as including a broader 
range of information than the limited definition of personal 
contact information in the bill.
Patron - Hanger

SB1042 Virginia Resources Authority. Transfers the 
responsibility for the Virginia Resources Authority from the 
Secretary of Commerce and Trade to the Secretary of Finance. 
This bill is identical to HB 2151.
Patron - Dance

SB1061 Government Data Collection and Dissemi-
nation Practices Act; exemption for sheriff's departments.
Adds an exemption to the Government Data Collection and 
Dissemination Practices Act (§ 2.2-3800 et seq.) for personal 
information systems maintained by sheriff's departments of 
counties and cities that deal with investigations and intelli-
gence gathering relating to criminal activity and limits the 
existing exemptions for personal information systems main-
tained by the Department of State Police, police departments of 
localities and of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel Com-
mission, and sheriff's departments to those personal informa-
tion systems that deal with investigations and intelligence 
gathering related to criminal activity. The bill contains techni-
cal amendments. The bill contains an emergency clause.
Patron - Black

SB1075 Veterans Services Foundation; powers and 
duties; appointment of Executive Director; report. Requires 
the Veterans Services Foundation to provide an annual report 
on its funding levels and services to the General Assembly. The 
bill also (i) authorizes the board of trustees of the Foundation 
to appoint an Executive Director and exercise personnel 
authority over the position, (ii) clarifies that the Foundation 
may make direct request for appropriations from the General 
Assembly, (iii) clarifies that only the unrestricted portion of the 
Veterans Services Fund may be used for Foundation expenses, 
(iv) requires the Department of Veterans Services to provide 
qualified finance and development personnel to perform the 
duties of the treasurer and secretary of the Foundation, and (iv) 
provides that expenditures and disbursements from the Fund 
shall be made upon written authorization of the Executive 
Director with the approval of the board of trustees. The bill 
requires that allocations and expenditures of donated restricted 
funds be in accordance with cited provisions of the Uniform 
Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act relating to the 
standard of conduct in managing and investing institutional 
funds. 
Patron - Ruff

SB1102 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; com-
pleted unattended death investigations; mandatory disclo-
sure. Requires that records of completed unattended death 
investigations be released to the parent or spouse of the dece-
dent or, if there is no living parent or spouse, to the most imme-

diate family member of the decedent. The bill also defines 
"unattended death" and "immediate family member." This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Surovell

SB1129 Public procurement; requirements for use 
of construction management and design-build procurement 
methods. Establishes requirements for the procurement of con-
struction using the construction management and design-build 
procurement methods by state and local public bodies and cov-
ered institutions of higher education, as defined in the bill, and 
the conditions under which such methods may be used. Public 
bodies must comply with procedures adopted by the Secretary 
of Administration for construction management or design-
build projects. State public bodies and covered institutions 
must adopt procedures that include, among other things, a 
requirement that the state public body or covered institution 
make a written determination in advance that competitive 
sealed bidding is not practicable or fiscally advantageous and 
document the basis for the determination to use the construc-
tion management or design-build procurement method. The 
bill requires the Department of General Services (DGS) to 
evaluate the proposed procurement method of state public bod-
ies and covered institutions and provide a recommendation 
regarding the procurement method within five days of receipt 
of the written determination. If a state public body or covered 
institution elects to proceed with the project using a construc-
tion management or design-build contract despite a DGS rec-
ommendation to the contrary, the state public body or covered 
institution must provide to DGS in writing its reasons for doing 
so. For local public bodies, construction management contracts 
may be used for projects whose cost is expected to be less than 
$10 million, provided that the project is a complex project and 
the project procurement method is approved by the local gov-
erning body. The bill also requires DGS to report to the Gover-
nor and certain General Assembly committees annually by 
December 1 information pertaining to (i) the agency's evalua-
tion of projects submitted by state public bodies and covered 
institutions and (ii) all completed capital projects in excess of 
$2 million. This bill is identical to HB 2366.
Patron - Ruff

SB1182 Board of Veterans Services; membership; 
duties. Removes requirements regarding specific areas of 
expertise for members appointed to the Board of Veterans Ser-
vices (the Board) by the Governor. The bill also (i) extends the 
number of consecutive terms for legislative members from four 
to six two-year terms for members of the House of Delegates 
and from two to three four-year terms for members of the Sen-
ate; (ii) removes the requirement that the Board be organized 
into at least three standing committees; and (iii) makes other 
changes to the administration of the Board and the eligibility 
for reappointment of nonlegislative citizen members of the 
Board. This bill incorporates SB 1212 and is identical to HB 
2302.
Patron - Reeves

SB1192 Department of Small Business and Supplier 
Diversity; powers of the Director; out-of-state applicants 
for certification as a small, women-owned, or minority-
owned business. Requires, as a prerequisite for approval, that 
any out-of-state business applying with the Department of 
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Small Business and Supplier Diversity for certification in Vir-
ginia as a small, women-owned, or minority-owned business 
possess the equivalent certification in the business's state of 
origin. The bill exempts an out-of-state business located in a 
state that does not have a small, women-owned, or minority-
owned business certification program.
Patron - Reeves

SB1202 Commercial Space Flight Authority. 
Requires the Executive Director of the Commercial Space 
Flight Authority (the Authority) to develop and present to the 
Authority's board of directors (the Board) every four years a 
six-year strategic plan for its adoption and eliminates the 
requirement that a strategic plan be submitted to the Governor 
and General Assembly every four years. The bill also clarifies 
that the public purpose of the Authority is to promote (i) indus-
trial and economic development and (ii) scientific and techno-
logical research and development for the commercial space 
flight industry. The bill provides that the Executive Director of 
the Authority also serves as the Chief Executive Officer; speci-
fies that the Governor's appointments to the Board have experi-
ence in the aerospace industry, the financial industry, higher 
education, or the marketing industry or in scientific research 
and development; and eliminates the requirement that the 
Board form a nonvoting advisory committee. 
Patron - Lewis

SB1226 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
record exclusion for proprietary records and trade secrets; 
solar energy agreements. Excludes from the mandatory dis-
closure provisions of FOIA proprietary information, volun-
tarily provided by a private business under a promise of 
confidentiality from a public body, used by the public body for 
a solar services agreement. The bill requires the private busi-
ness to specify the records for which protection is sought 
before submitting them to the public body and to state the rea-
sons why protection is necessary. The bill also (i) allows a solar 
services agreement contractor or provider to designate specific 
provisions in a solar services agreement as proprietary infor-
mation not subject to disclosure and (ii) authorizes a city to 
withhold from disclosure such information provided by a pri-
vate entity in connection with a franchise, lease, or use under a 
solar services agreement.
Patron - Edwards

SB1265 Department of General Services; mainte-
nance of property records; notification when deed, lease, or 
other agreement to terminate. Requires the Department of 
General Services to maintain records relating to all property 
interests held by the Commonwealth and under the control of 
or occupied by any of its departments, agencies, or institutions, 
with the exception of records relating to (i) real estate or rights-
of-way acquired by the Department of Transportation for the 
construction of highways; (ii) ungranted shores of the sea, 
marsh, and meadowlands as defined in § 28.2-1500; or (iii) 
real estate or rights-of-way acquired by the Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation for the construction of railway lines 
or rail or public transportation facilities or the retention of rail 
corridors for public purposes. The bill also provides for the 
Department to submit a quarterly report, in electronic form, to 
the General Assembly that includes renewal and termination 
dates for inventoried property pursuant to the lease, license, 

permit, or other agreement administered by the Department. 
The information will include property that serves as a branch 
office of a state agency and all renewals and terminations 
scheduled to occur within 90 days of the report date. 
Patron - Chafin

SB1293 Department of Human Resources Manage-
ment; criminal background checks; state agency positions 
designated as sensitive; agencies to report to the Depart-
ment. Requires each state agency to continue to record in the 
Personnel Management Information System (PMIS) positions 
that it has designated as sensitive to ensure that the Department 
of Human Resources Management has a list of all such posi-
tions. The bill clarifies who would be subject to a criminal 
background investigation in a sensitive position. The bill 
expands the definition of sensitive position to include those 
positions (i) responsible for the health, safety, and welfare of 
citizens or the protection of critical infrastructures; (ii) that 
have access to sensitive information, including access to Fed-
eral Tax Information in approved exchange agreements with 
the Internal Revenue Service or Social Security Administra-
tion; and (iii) that are otherwise required by state or federal law 
to be designated as sensitive. The bill contains an emergency 
clause. This bill is identical to HB 2391.
Patron - McDougle

SB1312 Lobbyist reporting, the State and Local 
Government Conflict of Interests Act, and the General 
Assembly Conflicts of Interests Act; filing of required dis-
closures; registration of lobbyists; candidate filings; 
judges; definition of gift; informal advice; civil penalties; 
technical amendments. Makes numerous changes to the laws 
governing lobbyist reporting, the conflict of interest acts, and 
the Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council 
(the Council), including (i) allowing the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth to suspend any penalty that could be assessed 
against a lobbyist's principal for failing to file the required dis-
closure if such failure is beyond the control of the principal; (ii) 
clarifying the procedures for terminating the services of a lob-
byist; (iii) requiring that lobbyist registration forms be filed 
electronically; (iv) eliminating the requirement that a lobbyist 
list the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all other 
lobbyists representing the same principal; (v) creating a sepa-
rate statement for a lobbyist's principal to waive the principal 
signature requirement on the lobbyist disclosure form; (vi) 
granting the clerk of the local governing body or school board 
the same power as the Council to redact from any disclosure 
form released to the public any residential address, personal 
telephone number, or signature; (vii) eliminating the minimum 
duration of the mandatory refresher ethics orientation session 
for General Assembly members; (viii) allowing written infor-
mal advice from the Council to confer immunity from prosecu-
tion upon individuals acting in accordance with such advice; 
(ix) clarifying the Council's authority to grant extensions from 
the filing deadline and imposing a $250 civil penalty on agency 
heads or local clerks who fail to provide the disclosure forms to 
filers in a timely manner; (x) requiring lobbyists to provide a 
report of gifts made during a regular session of the General 
Assembly no later than three weeks after adjournment to legis-
lators and certain executive branch officials who are required 
to file a session gift report; and (xi) directing that candidates 
for statewide office and the General Assembly are required to 
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file a disclosure form with the State Board of Elections and 
candidates for a constitutional office are required to file a dis-
closure form with the local general registrar. The bill also 
extends the filing deadline for disclosure forms from January 
15 to February 1 and clarifies the reporting period covered by 
the disclosure forms. The bill eliminates events open to indi-
viduals who share a common interest from the definition of a 
"widely attended event," attendance at which is not subject to 
the gift cap. The bill also exempts from the definition of a 
"gift" (a) gifts from a person's child-in-law; (b) gifts related to 
a person's volunteer service; (c) meals provided for attendance 
at an official meeting of the Commonwealth, its political subdi-
visions, or certain other entities; and (d) attendance at a recep-
tion or similar function. The bill also exempts members of the 
judiciary from certain provisions governing prohibited gifts 
and prohibited personal interests in a transaction where such 
members are already subject to similar or greater prohibitions 
under the Canons of Judicial Conduct for the State of Virginia. 
The bill also clarifies that a legislator may have a personal 
interest in a contract with a government agency, not including a 
legislative branch agency, when the Virginia Public Procure-
ment Act allows the award of such contract without competi-
tion. The bill further clarifies the exceptions that allow state 
and local officers and employees who have a personal interest 
in a transaction to participate in the transaction. Finally, the bill 
contains technical amendments. The bill contains an emer-
gency clause that applies to the changes described in clauses 
(x) and (xi). This bill is identical to HB 1854. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Norment

SB1334  Virginia Public Procurement Act; small 
business enhancement program; limitations. Provides that 
any enhancement or remedial measure authorized by the Gov-
ernor for state public bodies may allow for small businesses 
certified by the Department of Small Business and Supplier 
Diversity or a subcategory of small businesses established as a 
part of the enhancement program to have a price preference 
over noncertified businesses competing for the same contract 
award, provided that the certified small business or the busi-
ness in such subcategory of small businesses does not exceed 
the low bid by more than five percent.  
Patron - Ruff

SB1341 Digital certification of government records.
Provides for the Secretary of the Commonwealth, in coopera-
tion with the Virginia Information Technologies Agency, to 
develop standards for the use of digital signatures by govern-
ment agencies on electronic records generated by such agen-
cies. The bill further provides that such agencies may provide 
copies of digital records, via a website or upon request, and 
may charge a fee of $5 for each digitally certified copy of an 
electronic record. Any digitally certified record submitted to a 
court in the Commonwealth shall be deemed to be authenti-
cated by the custodian of the record. The bill defines "agency" 
to include all state agencies and local government entities, 
including constitutional officers, except circuit court clerks.
Patron - Surovell

SB1363 Secretary of Transportation to convene a 
task force to study the feasibility of establishing a statewide 
one-stop online portal for address changes; report. Requires 

the Secretary of Transportation or his designee to convene a 
task force to study the feasibility of establishing a one-stop 
online portal for citizen address changes in order to develop a 
single statewide address database for utilization by state enti-
ties. The task force shall submit to the Governor and the Gen-
eral Assembly a report on its findings and recommendations by 
November 1, 2017. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 
2018. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB1371 Virginia Research Investment Committee. 
Expands the role of the Virginia Research Investment Commit-
tee (the Committee) to include, in addition to awarding grants 
and loans from the Virginia Research Investment Fund, provid-
ing guidance and coordination in the use of public funds to 
support research and commercialization efforts throughout the 
Commonwealth. Effective January 1, 2018, the bill moves 
responsibility for the development of the Commonwealth 
Research and Technology Strategic Roadmap (the Roadmap) 
from the Center for Innovative Technology to the State Council 
of Higher Education for Virginia (the Council), which shall 
submit the plan to the Committee for approval. The Council 
would consult with public institutions of higher education, 
make recommendations on the industry sectors in which the 
Commonwealth should focus its research and development 
efforts, and establish a process for maintaining an inventory of 
the Commonwealth's current research and development efforts. 
The Roadmap would be used to determine areas of focus for 
awards from the Virginia Research Investment Fund and the 
Commonwealth Research Commercialization Fund.   The bill 
also clarifies that the exemption from mandatory disclosure of 
records under the Freedom of Information Act by applicants 
for grants and loans from the Committee applies to certain 
financial records, trade secrets, and research-related informa-
tion. The bill requires an applicant seeking to invoke the pro-
tections of the exemption to submit a written request to the 
Committee identifying the records or data for which protection 
is sought and stating the reason why protection is necessary. 
Under the bill, the exemption also applies to documents pre-
pared exclusively for the application review by the Committee, 
its staff, or a reviewing entity conducting a scientific review at 
the request of the Committee. The closed meeting exemption is 
also amended to include interviews of applicants by the Com-
mittee or a reviewing entity conducting a scientific review.   
The bill contains technical amendments. This bill is identical to 
HB 2245. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Saslaw

SB1374  Board for Contractors; membership. Adds 
a professional engineer to the membership of the Board for 
Contractors.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1412 Parental leave benefits. Creates a new pro-
gram of parental leave benefits for full-time state employees 
with one or more years of continuous employment with the 
Commonwealth who (i) adopt an infant under one year of age 
or (ii) are the natural father of an infant under one year of age. 
The amount of leave would be equivalent to the amount of paid 
leave awarded to an employee pursuant to short-term disability 
for maternity leave. The bill specifies that the parental leave 
coverage shall apply only to eligible state employees who take 
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custody of an infant in the course of an adoption on or after 
July 1, 2018, or, for a natural father, for an infant born on or 
after July 1, 2018. The Department of Human Resource Man-
agement is directed to develop guidelines and policies for 
implementing the parental leave benefits. The bill also directs 
the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to analyze 
parental leave benefits for state employees in other states and 
the costs of providing such benefits to the employees of the 
Commonwealth. The bill has a reenactment clause that applies 
to all provisions of the bill except the JLARC study, which is 
effective July 1, 2017. 
Patron - Suetterlein

SB1416 Investment of Public Funds Act; invest-
ment of funds in qualified investment pools. Authorizes a 
treasurer to act on behalf of his locality to become a participat-
ing political subdivision in qualified investment pools without 
an ordinance adopted by the locality. The bill defines a quali-
fied investment pool as one that has maintained for a year at 
least 40 participants and $400 million in invested assets. 
Investments in qualified investment pools pursuant to the bill 
are required to comply with the requirements of the Investment 
of Public Funds Act (§ 2.2-4500 et seq.) applicable to munici-
pal corporations and other political subdivisions. The bill states 
that none of its provisions shall be construed to diminish exist-
ing legal authority of treasurers related to the investment of 
public funds. This bill is identical to HB 2105. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Newman

SB1431 Administrative Process Act; economic 
impact analysis; opportunity for comment by affected busi-
nesses or other entities. Requires the Department of Planning 
and Budget to revise and reissue its economic impact analysis 
within the time limits set forth for the Department's review of 
regulations at the final stage pursuant to the Governor's execu-
tive order for executive branch review if one of the following 
conditions is present and would materially change the Depart-
ment's analysis: (i) public comment timely received at the pro-
posed stage indicates significant errors in the economic impact 
analysis or (ii) there is a significant or material difference 
between the agency's proposed economic impact analysis and 
the anticipated negative economic impacts to the business 
community as indicated by public comment. The bill provides 
that the determination as to whether either such condition is 
present shall be made by the Department and shall not be sub-
ject to judicial review. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
This bill is identical to HB 1943.
Patron - Reeves

SB1483 Virginia Tourism Authority; Cooperative 
Marketing Fund; eligibility. Provides that proposals for exist-
ing programs that have a measurable return on investment are 
eligible for matching grant funds under the Cooperative Mar-
keting Fund. The bill also (i) removes the requirement that 
only private funds be matched and (ii) provides that guidelines 
established for the Fund may include a preference for propos-
als submitted by state agencies. This bill is identical to HB 
2278.
Patron - Hanger

SB1508 Virginia Public Procurement Act; architec-
tural and professional engineering term contracting; lim-
itations on project fees; certain school divisions. Includes a 
school division in a locality with a population in excess of 
78,000 under the exception from (i) the $100,000 single-proj-
ect fee limit for architectural and professional engineering term 
contracts and (ii) the $1 million annual aggregate total of all 
such projects. Under the bill, such school divisions may pay a 
single-project fee of up to $2.5 million and an annual aggregate 
of $6 million. 
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1512 Charitable gaming; conduct of games; spe-
cial permits. Authorizes the Charitable Gaming Board to grant 
special permits to qualified organizations to replace (i) an 
approved game that falls on a legal holiday or (ii) an approved 
game that has been canceled by the qualified organization on 
account of severe weather conditions in the locality in which 
the approved game was scheduled to occur, provided that the 
qualified organization notifies the Department within 24 hours 
of the canceled approved game and the Department is satisfied 
that the severe weather conditions warranted cancellation. The 
special permit shall designate a date for the replacement game 
to occur within 90 days before or after the legal holiday or 
within 90 days after the date of the canceled approved game for 
which the special permit is requested. The bill also allows a 
qualified organization to reimburse volunteers who are non-
members of the qualified organization up $50 per game session 
for reasonable travel expenses.
Patron - Surovell

SB1530 Policy of the Commonwealth regarding the 
employment of individuals with disabilities; responsibilities 
of state agencies; report. Provides that it is the policy of the 
Commonwealth to promote and increase the employment of 
individuals with disabilities. To further this policy, the bill 
establishes a goal to increase by five percent the level of indi-
viduals with disabilities employed by state government by fis-
cal year 2023. The bi l l designates the Secretary of  
Administration to coordinate efforts to achieve the goal and 
requires the Secretary to establish a reporting system for track-
ing and reporting the progress of state agencies toward meeting 
the employment and contracting goals and to report annually 
on the number of individuals with disabilities employed by the 
state. The bill requires each state agency to submit a plan to 
increase employment opportunities for individuals with dis-
abilities to the Secretary no later than December 31, 2017, and 
each July 1 thereafter. This bill is identical to HB 2425.
Patron - Vogel

SB1538 Virginia Public Procurement Act; SWaM 
program; participation of employment services organiza-
tions. Provides that contracts and subcontracts awarded to 
employment services organizations shall be credited toward 
the small business, women-owned, and minority-owned busi-
ness contracting and subcontracting goals of state agencies as 
well as state contractors. The bill is identical to HB 2396. 
Patron - Hanger

SB1539 Chief Workforce Development Advisor; 
responsibilities. Clarifies that the Chief Workforce Develop-
ment Advisor shall report directly to the Governor and shall 
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not serve in any other capacity. The bill has a delayed effective 
date of January 15, 2018.
Patron - Ruff

SB1548  Virginia Public Procurement Act; cooper-
ative procurement; Virginia Sheriffs' Association. Provides 
that a public body may purchase from the contract of the Vir-
ginia Sheriffs' Association.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1574 Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; membership; powers and duties. Restruc-
tures the membership of the board of directors (the Board) of 
the Virginia Economic Development Partnership Authority 
(the Authority), designates the Board as a supervisory board 
within the statutory definition of "supervisory," sets out the 
minimum qualifications for appointments to the Board, and 
sets out additional powers and duties required of the Board, 
including development of a strategic plan for economic devel-
opment, a marketing plan, and an operational plan. The bill 
also establishes a Division of Incentives within the Authority 
to track, manage, and coordinate economic development incen-
tives. Under the bill, the Division is required to obtain certifi-
cation from the Attorney General prior to certifying that an 
approved project has met the investment and job creation 
requirements and the review of the Attorney General prior to 
seeking the repayment of any public funds from an approved 
project due to a failure of the project to meet the investment 
and job creation requirements set forth in the contract or mem-
orandum of understanding. The bill establishes a position of 
internal auditor and two advisory committees and requires (i) 
each commissioner of the revenue to provide certain tax infor-
mation and (ii) the Virginia Employment Commission to pro-
vide certain employment information to the Authority as may 
be necessary to facilitate the administration and enforcement 
by the Authority of performance agreements with businesses 
that have received incentive awards. This bill incorporates SB 
1238 and is identical to HB 2471. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.
Patron - Ruff

Failed

HB1530  Department of Small Business and Sup-
plier Diversity; certification of small, women-owned, and 
minority-owned businesses and employment services orga-
nizations; appeals. Removes the exemption from the Admin-
istrative Process Act (the Act) currently granted to regulations 
adopted by the Director of the Department of Small Business 
and Supplier Diversity to implement certification programs for 
small, women-owned, and minority-owned businesses and 
employment services organizations. The bill requires that such 
regulations provide a right to appeal the denial of an initial cer-
tification or the revocation of an existing certification as pro-
vided in Article 3 (§ 2.2-4018 et seq.) of the Act.   
Patron - Peace

HB1564  Department of Planning and Budget; 
establishment of the Division of Regulatory Management 
and the Red Tape Reduction Commission; review of regu-
latory requirements; report. Creates the Division of Regula-

tory Management (the Division) within the Department of 
Planning and Budget to develop and maintain a state regulatory 
baseline of all current state regulatory requirements. The bill 
defines a regulatory requirement as any action required to be 
taken or information required to be provided in accordance 
with a statute, regulation, or policy in order to access govern-
ment services or operate and conduct business. The bill also 
provides that after the regulatory baseline has been established, 
any subsequent regulatory requirement proposed by an agency 
that is not included in the initial state regulatory baseline is 
considered a new regulatory requirement and requires the 
approval of the Division before it may be enacted. The bill also 
creates the Red Tape Reduction Commission to review current 
state regulatory requirements and provide recommendations to 
the Governor and General Assembly on measures to reduce the 
baseline regulatory requirements.   
Patron - Webert

HB1612  Physical Privacy Act. Creates the Physical 
Privacy Act, which requires that a government entity provide 
for members of the opposite sex separate restrooms and other 
facilities in a building owned, leased, or otherwise controlled 
by the entity. The bill provides that, subject to certain excep-
tions, no individual shall enter a restroom or other facility des-
ignated for use by members of the opposite sex. The bill 
creates a civil cause of action against a government entity for 
an individual who accesses a restroom or other facility desig-
nated for use by members of such individual's sex and encoun-
ters a member of the opposite sex if the government entity 
allowed the member of the opposite sex to use such restroom 
or other facility or failed to take reasonable steps to prohibit 
such use. The bill also requires that the principal of a public 
school notify within 24 hours the parent or guardian of a child 
attending such school if the child requests to be recognized or 
treated as the opposite sex, to use a name or pronoun inconsis-
tent with the child's sex, or to use a restroom or other facility 
designated for the opposite sex.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1624  Host Cities Economic Development 
Incentive and Host Cities Transportation Support Funds. 
Creates the Host Cities Economic Development Incentive 
Fund, administered by the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, 
to support economic development, growth of existing busi-
nesses, and job creation related to the Port of Virginia in one or 
more host cities. The bill also creates the Host Cities Transpor-
tation Support Fund, administered by the Secretary of Trans-
portation, to support transportation projects and facilities 
related to the Port of Virginia in one or more host cities.  
Patron - James

HB1634  Department of Human Resources Man-
agement; criminal background checks; state agency posi-
tions designated as sensitive; agencies to report to the 
Department. Requires each state agency to create and annu-
ally update a list of the positions that it has designated as sensi-
tive and submit the list to the Department of Human Resources 
Management by July 1 of each year. The bill clarifies who 
would be subject to a criminal background investigation in a 
sensitive position. The bill expands the definition of sensitive 
position to include those positions (i) responsible for the 
health, safety, and welfare of citizens or the protection of criti-
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cal infrastructures; (ii) that have access to sensitive informa-
tion, including information obtained from the Internal Revenue 
Service; and (iii) that are otherwise required by state or federal 
law to be designated as sensitive. The bill contains an emer-
gency clause.   
Patron - Sullivan

HB1657  Government Data Collection and Dissem-
ination Practices Act; license plate readers. Codifies an 
opinion of the Attorney General regarding the Government 
Data Collection and Dissemination Practices Act by limiting 
the ability of law-enforcement and regulatory agencies to use 
license plate readers to collect and maintain personal informa-
tion on individuals where a warrant has not been issued and 
there is no reasonable suspicion of criminal activity by the 
individuals. The bill provides that information collected by a 
license plate reader without a warrant shall be used only for the 
investigation of a crime or a report of a missing person and 
shall be retained only for seven days, after which such infor-
mation shall be purged unless relevant to an ongoing investiga-
tion of a crime or missing person report. The bill also prohibits 
an agency from acquiring personal information collected from 
license plate readers from any other agency or a third-party pri-
vate vendor if the agency would not have been permitted to 
collect or retain the information on its own.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1667  Public contracts; civil liability; gender 
identity; sexual orientation. Prohibits agencies of the Com-
monwealth and other public bodies from requiring any contrac-
tor entering into a public contract to agree to additional 
nondiscrimination provisions with respect to gender identity or 
sexual orientation. The bill also provides civil immunity for 
any business or nonprofit organization that does not provide 
any benefit or accommodation with respect to gender identity 
or sexual orientation.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1678 Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); trade secrets submitted to the Department of 
Mines, Minerals and Energy. Excludes from the mandatory 
disclosure provisions of FOIA trade secrets, as defined in the 
Uniform Trade Secrets Act (§ 59.1-336 et seq.), submitted to 
the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy that identify 
the amount or concentration of chemicals or ingredients used 
to stimulate a well pursuant to § 45.1-361.29 or Department 
regulations concerning such ground-disturbing activities. The 
bill requires that for such records to be protected, the submit-
ting party must (i) invoke this FOIA exclusion upon submis-
sion of the data or materials for which protection from 
disclosure is sought, (ii) identify the data or materials for 
which protection is sought, and (iii) state the reasons why pro-
tection is necessary. The bill requires the Department to deter-
mine whether the information claimed to be a trade secret is 
entitled to such protection. 
Patron - Robinson

HB1701  Virginia Freedom of Information Advi-
sory (FOIA) Council; membership. Increases the member-
ship of the FOIA Council from 12 to 13. The bill increases the 
number of nonlegislative citizen appointees made by the 
Speaker of the House of Delegates that represent the news 

media from at least one to at least two of his four appoint-
ments.   
Patron - Yancey

HB1752  Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority (VEDP); grants and other economic incen-
tive programs administered by the Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership Authority; waiver. Provides that 
notwithstanding any provision of law or applicable VEDP 
guidelines, a political subdivision or eligible business, as the 
case may be, may request a waiver that permits it to use no 
more than one-quarter of the grant or loan from any fund 
administered by VEDP for a purpose indirectly related to the 
economic development project for which the grant or loan was 
awarded. The bill provides that any request for a waiver shall 
be submitted to the VEDP or the Secretary of Commerce and 
Trade, as appropriate, for approval and provides that no such 
waiver shall be granted unless also approved by the Governor. 
The bill contains technical amendments.    
Patron - Davis

HB1808  Virginia Public Procurement Act; use of 
best value contracting; construction and professional ser-
vices. Authorizes any public body to procure construction on a 
best value procurement basis using a numerical scoring system 
consisting of the following: (i) technical solution, 30 percent; 
(ii) past performance, 30 percent, including (a) price history of 
cost overruns, (b) schedule history of on-time delivery, and (c) 
contractor performance ratings from the immediately preced-
ing five-year period; and (iii) price, 40 percent. The Request 
for Proposal shall contain a notice to potential offerors that the 
procurement decision will be made on a best value procure-
ment basis. The Request for Proposal shall describe (1) the cri-
teria that will be considered in evaluating the proposals and (2) 
the numerical scoring system that will be used in evaluating the 
proposals, including identification of the factors and weight 
values set forth above.   
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1821 Department of Planning and Budget; 
establishment of the Division of Regulatory Management; 
review of regulatory requirements; report. Creates the Divi-
sion of Regulatory Management (the Division) within the 
Department of Planning and Budget to develop and maintain a 
state regulatory baseline of all current state regulatory require-
ments. The bill defines a regulatory requirement as any action 
required to be taken or information required to be provided in 
accordance with a statute, regulation, or policy in order to 
access government services or operate and conduct business. 
The bill also provides that after the regulatory baseline has 
been established, any subsequent regulatory requirement pro-
posed by an agency that is not included in the initial state regu-
latory baseline is considered a new regulatory requirement and 
requires the approval of the Division before it may be enacted. 
The bill provides that approval shall only be granted if, among 
other things, the total number of regulatory requirements for 
the requesting agency is either kept at the regulatory baseline 
for the agency or reduced. The bill contains technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - Yancey
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HB1841  Virginia Veteran Entrepreneurship Grant 
Program and Fund. Establishes the Virginia Veteran Entre-
preneurship Grant Program and Fund to provide grants to eligi-
ble providers of educational, training, or other services to 
veterans in the areas of starting their own business, purchasing 
a franchise, or other entrepreneurial endeavors and to assist 
such service providers in offering resources to veterans for the 
start-up of new veteran-owned business operations in the Com-
monwealth. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2019, and 
provides that if the Program and Fund are not reauthorized by 
the General Assembly, moneys in the Fund shall revert to the 
general fund.    
Patron - Stolle

HB1871  Joint Commission on Administrative 
Rules; periodic review of regulations. Requires the Joint 
Commission on Administrative Rules, beginning January 1, 
2019, and every year thereafter, to conduct a review of agency 
regulations. The bill also requires, beginning December 1, 
2018, and every year thereafter on or before December 1, each 
agency promulgating a regulation to submit a written report to 
the Joint Commission on Administrative Rules including a 
summary of the necessity for the regulation and a summary of 
any rule or regulation adopted in the immediately preceding 
fiscal year, if any. The bill provides that in the event that an 
agency fails to submit the report required, the Joint Commis-
sion on Administrative Rules shall recommend to the Governor 
and the General Assembly that such agency's regulation be 
modified or suspended in accordance with the Administrative 
Process Act for legislative objections. The bill also requires 
general notice of the provisions of this requirement to be 
posted on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall and published in 
the Virginia Register of Regulations by the Joint Commission 
on Administrative Rules to advise agencies of their obligations 
under the bill.  
Patron - Miyares

HB1872  State employee health insurance plan; 
coverage for vision therapy. Requires the state employee 
health insurance plan to include coverage for vision therapy, 
defined in the bill as orthoptic or pleoptic training when medi-
cally necessary to diagnose, correct, or manage a vision disor-
der or dysfunction that results from traumatic brain injury, 
brain surgery, or stroke.   
Patron - Pogge

HB1880  Virginia Public Procurement Act; com-
petitive negotiation for professional services. Provides that 
for competitive negotiation for professional services, a public 
body may conduct negotiations simultaneously with the top 
two ranked firms if the public body does not request or discuss 
nonbinding estimates of total project costs at the discussion 
stage and as long as such process is set forth in the Request for 
Proposal.  
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1895  Virginia Student Loan Refinancing 
Authority; refinancing loan guaranty program. Establishes 
the Virginia Student Loan Refinancing Authority (the Author-
ity), to be governed by a 10-member board, for the purpose of 
developing and implementing a program by which the Author-
ity may guarantee the obligations of an individual who 

incurred qualified education loan debt as a Virginia student at 
an institution of higher education in the Commonwealth under 
loans that refinance such education loan debt. The measure 
limits eligibility to individuals who have not received, and are 
not eligible to receive, relief under applicable federal student 
loan repayment or loan forgiveness programs. The Authority is 
authorized to issue bonds to finance its obligations under such 
loan guarantees.   
Patron - Price

HB1937  Professions and occupations; active 
supervision of regulatory boards. Establishes a statewide 
policy for the regulation of professions and occupations speci-
fying criteria for government regulation with the objective of 
increasing opportunities, promoting competition, encouraging 
innovation, protecting consumers, and complying with applica-
ble federal antitrust laws. In addition, the bill establishes a pro-
cess for the active supervision of state regulatory boards 
pursuant to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in North Carolina 
State Board of Dental Examiners v. Federal Trade Commis-
sion, in which the Court held that a state regulatory board that 
includes active market participants among its board member-
ship must be actively supervised by the state in order for such 
board and its members to be entitled to immunity for federal 
antitrust violations. The bill also creates the Division of Super-
vision of Regulatory Boards in the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral to be responsible for the active supervision of regulatory 
boards.      
Patron - Heretick

HB1964  Secretary for Coastal Protection and 
Flooding Adaptation.Creates the position of Secretary for 
Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaptation (the Secretary). 
The Secretary shall be responsible for consolidating into a sin-
gle office the resources for coastal flooding threats and adapta-
tion. The Secretary also shall be the lead in providing direction, 
ensuring accountability, and developing a statewide coastal 
flooding adaptation strategy. The Secretary, in cooperation 
with the Secretary of Natural Resources, shall identify sources 
of funding for needed implementation of strategies for coastal 
protection and flooding adaptation.  
Patron - Stolle

HB1988  Light-emitting diode (LED) use on out-
door lighting fixtures. Requires any authority, department, 
agency, or institution of the Commonwealth that installs, 
replaces, or maintains an outdoor lighting fixture to use LEDs 
instead of traditional incandescent light bulbs when installing 
new outdoor lighting fixtures or replacing nonfunctioning 
bulbs on existing outdoor lighting fixtures. The bill also pro-
vides for the Department of General Services to include the 
requirement for the use of LEDs in the agency's purchasing 
regulations. The bill creates an exception to these requirements 
for the installation or replacement of light bulbs on state-
owned property that is listed individually on the Virginia Land-
marks Register or is certified by the Director of the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources as contributing to the his-
toric significance of a historic district that is listed on the Vir-
ginia Landmarks Register.  
Patron - Bell, John J.
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HB2011  Discrimination; separation of the sexes. 
Provides that recognition by any entity of the inherent differ-
ences between males and females, including the biological 
characteristics or qualities that distinguish an individual as 
either male or female as determined at birth, and the mere sep-
aration of the sexes by such entity based on such differences 
shall not constitute discrimination, provided that such separa-
tion is consistent with Article I, Section 11 of the Constitution 
of Virginia. The bill also provides that any local ordinance that 
likewise recognizes such inherent differences does not consti-
tute discrimination. The bill permits local school boards to 
enact policies prohibiting discrimination in education based on 
race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, childbirth or related medi-
cal conditions, national origin, age, marital status, or disability, 
provided that a policy that recognizes the inherent differences 
between males and females and the mere separation of the 
sexes by such policy based on such differences shall not consti-
tute discrimination, provided that such separation is consistent 
with Article I, Section 11 of the Constitution of Virginia.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB2013  Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; board of directors; qualifications. Adds the 
Executive Director of the Virginia Port Authority and the Vice 
President of Economic Development for the Virginia Port 
Authority, or their designees, as ex officio voting members of 
the board of directors of the Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership Authority and commensurately reduces the number 
of appointees from 18 to 16. The bill sets out required areas of 
expertise for the 16 members appointed variously by the Gov-
ernor, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, and the Senate 
Committee on Rules, with such appointment requirements 
applying to appointments made on and after July 1, 2017.  
Patron - Yancey

HB2047  Chief Information Officer of the Com-
monwealth; contract review. Directs the Chief Information 
Officer of the Commonwealth, Director of the Department of 
General Services, and the Office of the Attorney General to 
conduct a periodic review of existing contracts of executive 
branch agencies with contractors to ensure that such contract 
terms are being adhered to as they relate to the security of gov-
ernment information. The bill requires completion of the initial 
review by January 1, 2018, and submission of a report to the 
Governor and the General Assembly by February 1, 2018. 
Thereafter, a periodic review is required at such times as 
deemed appropriate by the CIO, the Director of the Department 
of General Services, and the Office of the Attorney General. 
The bill provides that such review applies to contracts entered 
into on or after July 1, 2017 or any renewals thereof on or after 
July 1, 2017.  
Patron - Murphy

HB2057  Prohibited discrimination in employment. 
Prohibits discrimination in private or public employment based 
on sexual orientation or status as a veteran. The bill provides 
that under the Virginia Human Rights Act, such discrimination 
is actionable if the violating employer has more than five but 
less than 15 employees. The bill defines "sexual orientation" as 
a person's actual or perceived heterosexuality, bisexuality, 
homosexuality, or gender identity or expression. The bill 
expressly provides that "sexual orientation" does not include 

any person's attraction toward persons with whom sexual con-
duct would be illegal due to the age of the parties. The bill also 
conforms various provisions prohibiting discrimination in pub-
lic employment based on race, color, religion, national origin, 
sex, pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, age, 
marital status, disability, or veteran status. The bill contains 
technical amendments.   
Patron - Kory

HB2081  Department of General Services; central 
electronic procurement website. Directs the Department of 
General Services, in an effort to facilitate prompt payment by 
contractors to subcontractors, to post on its central electronic 
procurement website certain information pertaining to pay-
ments made by public bodies to contractors.   
Patron - Webert

HB2115  General Assembly; Department of Plan-
ning and Budget; fiscal impact statements. Requires the 
Department of Planning and Budget to prepare a fiscal impact 
statement for any bill, except the Budget Bill and debt bills, 
that increases or decreases the total revenue available for 
appropriation or that establishes a new state program or initia-
tive requiring an appropriation. The fiscal impact statement 
would include analysis of the (i) fiscal impact estimates, (ii) 
impact on any state entity affected by the revenue increase or 
decrease or charged with administering the new program or 
initiative, and (iii) potential costs to citizens in terms of 
increased taxes. The bill also provides for each fiscal impact 
statement to be reviewed by the appropriate staff of the Senate 
Committee on Finance and the House Committee on Appropri-
ations prior to being heard by the standing committee to con-
sider the legislation.   
Patron - Keam

HB2122  Virginia Public Procurement Act; cooper-
ative procurement; construction. Allows public bodies to 
utilize cooperative procurement for construction projects not 
exceeding $200,000.   
Patron - Keam

HB2129 Virginia Human Rights Act; public 
employment, public accommodation, and housing; prohib-
ited discrimination; sexual orientation. Prohibits discrimina-
tion in employment and public accommodation on the basis of 
sexual orientation. The bill defines "sexual orientation" as a 
person's actual or perceived heterosexuality, bisexuality, homo-
sexuality, or gender identity or expression. The bill expressly 
provides that "sexual orientation" does not include any person's 
attraction toward persons with whom sexual conduct would be 
illegal due to the age of the parties. The bill also codifies exist-
ing prohibited discrimination in public employment on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, pregnancy, 
childbirth or related medical conditions, age, marital status, 
disability, or status as a veteran. The bill also adds discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation or gender identity as an unlaw-
ful discriminatory housing practice. The bill contains technical 
amendments. 
Patron - Levine

HB2170  Virginia Public Procurement Act; cooper-
ative procurement; construction. Allows public bodies to 
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utilize cooperative procurement for construction not exceeding 
$500,000.   
Patron - Simon

HB2199 Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; Chief Executive Officer; powers and 
duties. Requires the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Vir-
ginia Economic Development Partnership Authority (the 
Authority) to develop a comprehensive operational plan for the 
Authority, including, at a minimum, the following components: 
(i) a plan for coordination with all state agencies administering 
economic development incentive programs to ensure that such 
programs consistently achieve maximum effectiveness, (ii) the 
results of the most recent survey of all economic development 
partners assessing the effectiveness of the Authority's coordi-
nation with nonstate economic development organizations and 
the alignment of the Authority's strategic plan with economic 
development partners, and (iii) an evaluation of grant incentive 
awards programs administered by the Authority. The initial 
plan must be submitted by December 1, 2017, to the Author-
ity's Board for review and approval. After approval, the CEO 
must report quarterly to the Board regarding the status of the 
implementation of the plan. In addition, the bill changes the 
membership requirements of the Board by removing the condi-
tions that the Governor's appointees represent the state's con-
gressional districts and changing the appointments of 
legislative appointees from membership at large to require-
ments for general areas of expertise. The bill changes all terms 
from six to four years and provides for the 12 citizen members 
appointed by the Governor to be re-staggered beginning in 
2017. The bill also (a) provides for the Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade to serve as the chairman of the Authority's Board, 
(b) establishes the Division of Grant Administration within the 
Authority, (c) creates an Office of Internal Audit, and (d) pro-
vides for the Authority to staff the Governor's cabinet-level 
committee assisting the Secretary of Commerce and Trade in 
developing the state's comprehensive economic development 
strategy.
Patron - Kilgore

HB2204 My Virginia Plan Program; retirement 
plans for employees of private employers. Directs the 
Department of the Treasury (the Department) to create the My 
Virginia Plan Program (the Program) to enable private employ-
ers to connect with financial services firms that offer retire-
ment plans. The bill provides that participation in a plan 
offered through the Program is voluntary for employers and 
their employees. The bill requires the Department to review 
and approve financial services firms to offer retirement plans 
through the Program and create a website for employers to 
obtain information on how to participate. The bill provides that 
the Department ensure that the Program provides a range of 
investment options to meet the needs of investors with various 
levels of risk tolerance and various ages. The bill requires that 
in order to participate in the Program a financial services firm 
must register with the State Corporation Commission, meet the 
requirements of all federal laws required to offer retirement 
plans, and offer at least two product options, including a target 
date fund and a balanced fund. The bill authorizes the Depart-
ment to charge fees to participating financial services firms to 
recoup start-up and ongoing costs. The bill prohibits financial 

services firms from charging any administrative fees to 
employers.  
Patron - Torian

HB2223  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
right to speak at open meetings. Requires that every public 
body afford an opportunity for public comment during any 
open meeting and requires that the public comment periods be 
noticed on the public body's agenda. The bill permits the public 
body to have discretion in where it places the public comment 
period on its agenda and permits the public body to adopt rea-
sonable rules governing the public comment portion of the 
meeting, including imposing reasonable restrictions on time, 
place, and manner. The bill requires that for meetings of all 
public bodies, not just those state public bodies on which there 
is at least one member appointed by the Governor as in current 
law, the notice provided for any such meeting include a state-
ment as to approximately at what point during the meeting 
public comment will be received.   
Patron - Kory

HB2228  Aerospace Advisory Council; reorganize 
as Advisory Committee on Aerospace. Moves the existing 
Aerospace Advisory Council, renamed the Advisory Commit-
tee on Aerospace, to the Virginia Economic Development Part-
nership (VEDP) to advise VEDP on issues related to economic 
development and the aerospace sector. The current members of 
the Aerospace Advisory Council will continue to serve as 
members of the Advisory Committee on Aerospace. The Aero-
space Advisory Council is currently an advisory council in the 
executive branch of government staffed by the Department of 
Aviation.  
Patron - Sickles

HB2261 Virginia Human Rights Act; unlawful dis-
criminatory practice; anti-Semitism. Provides that the terms 
"because of religion" and "on the basis of religion," and terms 
of similar import, when used in reference to discrimination in 
the Code of Virginia and acts of the General Assembly, include 
anti-Semitism. The bill requires the board of visitors of public 
institutions of higher education to establish policies or institu-
tional regulations prohibiting discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, pregnancy, childbirth 
or related medical conditions, age, marital status, or disability 
in compliance with state and federal law. In addition, the bill (i) 
codifies the definition of "anti-Semitism" established by the 
U.S. Department of State and (ii) provides for the investigating 
authority to consider the definition when investigating alleged 
violations of unlawful discriminatory practice on the basis of a 
person's real or perceived Jewish identity. 
Patron - LaRock

HB2295  Virginia Human Rights Act; pregnancy, 
childbirth, or related medical conditions; causes of action.
Provides that no employer may discharge any employee on the 
basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions, 
including lactation. Currently, the protection against discrimi-
nation on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical 
conditions applies to an employer employing more than five 
but fewer than 15 persons.  
Patron - McQuinn
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HB2314  Virginia Personnel Act; equal pay for 
equal work; policy of the Commonwealth. Provides that it is 
the policy of the Commonwealth that there shall be no discrim-
ination between state employees on the basis of sex by paying 
wages to state employees at a rate less than the rate at which it 
pays wages to state employees of the opposite sex for equal 
work on jobs, the performance of which requires equal skill, 
effort, and responsibility, and which are performed under simi-
lar working conditions, except where such payment is made 
pursuant to (i) a seniority system, (ii) a merit system, (iii) a sys-
tem that measures earnings by quantity or quality of produc-
tion, or (iv) a differential based on any other factor other than 
sex. The bill also requires the Department of Human Resource 
Management to establish and administer a program to ensure 
equal pay for equal work to state employees in all incidents of 
employment as provided in the Virginia Personnel Act. The bill 
contains technical amendments.    
Patron - Boysko

HB2323  Public employment; inquiries by state 
agencies and localities regarding criminal convictions, 
charges, and arrests. Prohibits state agencies from including 
on any employment application a question inquiring whether 
the prospective employee has ever been arrested or charged 
with, or convicted of, any crime, subject to certain exceptions. 
A prospective employee may not be asked if he has ever been 
convicted of any crime unless the inquiry takes place after the 
prospective employee has received a conditional offer of 
employment, which offer may be withdrawn if the prospective 
employee has a conviction record that directly relates to the 
duties and responsibilities of the position. A prospective 
employee may not be asked if he has ever been arrested or 
charged with a crime unless the inquiry takes place after the 
prospective employee has received a conditional offer of 
employment, which offer may be withdrawn if (i) the prospec-
tive employee's criminal arrest or charge resulted in the pro-
spective employee's conviction of a crime and (ii) the crime of 
which he was convicted directly relates to the duties and 
responsibilities of the position. The prohibition does not apply 
to applications for employment with law-enforcement agencies 
or certain positions designated as sensitive or in instances 
where a state agency is expressly permitted to inquire into an 
individual's criminal history for employment purposes pursu-
ant to any provision of federal or state law. The bill also autho-
rizes localities to prohibit such inquiries.  
Patron - Aird

HB2370 Administrative Process Act; reconsider-
ation of an agency's final decision; intermediate relief; sus-
pension of effective date of a regulation or agency decision. 
Provides that if a petition for reconsideration is timely filed, 
the final decision shall be suspended and the time for filing a 
notice of appeal under Rule 2A:2 of the Rules of Supreme 
Court of Virginia shall be tolled. Under current law, the final 
decision is not suspended and the time for filing the notice is 
not tolled unless the agency provides for the suspension of its 
decision when it grants a petition for reconsideration. The bill 
also requires, when judicial review is instituted or is about to 
be, the agency concerned to postpone the effective date of the 
regulation or decision involved pending conclusion of the 
review proceedings. 
Patron - Head

HB2392  Virginia Public Procurement Act; pre-
ferred procurement method for construction. Eliminates 
competitive sealed bidding as the preferred method for procur-
ing construction.   
Patron - James

HB2401  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
minutes of closed meetings required; audio recordings. Pro-
vides that a public body shall (i) take closed meeting minutes, 
(ii) also make an audio recording of the entirety of every meet-
ing that is closed to the public, and (iii) use a means of record-
ing that fully captures and can clearly reproduce all statements 
made during a closed meeting. The bill provides that the min-
utes or recordings made shall not be subject to the disclosure 
provisions of FOIA.  
Patron - Morris

HB2402 Virginia Freedom of Information Act; 
willful violations; grounds for termination. Provides that if 
the court finds that any officer or employee of a public body (i) 
receives a request for records that was sent by a requester by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, and (ii) without legal 
excuse or justification deliberately, willfully, and knowingly 
fails to make a response to such request, such officer or 
employee may be terminated for cause by his appointing 
authority or agency head. 
Patron - Morris

HB2420  Virginia Public Procurement Act; small 
business and microbusiness procurement enhancement 
program. Codifies the Governor's Executive Order 20 (2014) 
establishing a statewide small business and microbusiness pro-
curement enhancement program. The bill establishes a state-
wide goal of 42 percent of small and microbusiness utilization 
in all discretionary spending by state agencies in procurement 
orders, prime contracts, and subcontracts. In addition, the bill 
provides for (i) a set-aside for competition among all small 
businesses for state agency purchases up to $100,000 for goods 
and nonprofessional services and up $50,000 for professional 
services and (ii) a set-aside for competition among microbusi-
nesses for purchases under $10,000.     
Patron - Ward

HB2437  Virginia Public Procurement Act; use of 
best value contracting; construction and professional ser-
vices. Authorizes any public body to procure construction on a 
best value procurement basis. Under the bill, if proceeding on a 
best value procurement basis, the Request for Proposal must 
contain a notice to potential offerors that the procurement deci-
sion will be made on a best value procurement basis and 
describe (i) the criteria that will be considered in evaluating the 
proposals and (ii) the rating or weighting system that will be 
used in evaluating the proposals, including a disclosure that 
price will be weighted at least 51 percent as a factor.      
Patron - Davis

HB2439 General Assembly; regulatory penalty 
statement. Requires, beginning January 1, 2018, the inclusion 
of a regulatory penalty statement in any legislation that 
imposes a requirement on a business or entity engaged in a reg-
ulated activity where, under the basic law of the agency 
responsible for regulating the activity, the agency has the 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2314
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2323
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2370
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2392
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2401
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2402
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2420
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2437
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2439


2017 Session Summary 21 Administration of Government
authority by regulation to establish a graduated scale of mone-
tary or civil penalties in accordance with mandatory maximum 
or minimum penalties set forth in its basic law for enumerated 
violations. The regulatory penalty statement shall be printed on 
the face of each bill, but shall not be codified, and shall indi-
cate that the legislation authorizes the (Name of Agency) to 
establish a graduated scale of monetary or civil penalties for 
violations. The bill provides that (i) prior to submission to the 
Registrar of Regulations, an agency affected by legislation 
shall, by September 1, provide a written report to the standing 
committee to which matters relating to the content of the 
planned regulation are most properly referable describing the 
subject matter and intent of the planned regulation; (ii) the 
standing committee shall meet on the planned regulation and 
shall file with the agency and the Governor any objection to the 
planned regulation by November 1; (iii) if an objection is filed, 
the promulgation of the planned regulation shall be suspended, 
with the concurrence of the Governor, until the end of the next 
regular legislative session; and (iv) if no objection is filed or 
the Governor does not concur, the agency may promulgate the 
regulation in accordance with the Administrative Process Act. 
The bill also requires general notice of the provisions of this 
requirement to be posted on the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall 
and published in the Virginia Register of Regulations by the 
Joint Commission on Administrative Rules to advise agencies 
of their obligations under the bill. 
Patron - Freitas

HB2456  Administrative Process Act; schedule of 
review of regulations; report. Requires each agency to estab-
lish a schedule over a five-year period for the review of all reg-
ulations for which the agency is the primary responsible 
agency. The schedule shall provide for the annual review of at 
least 20 percent of an agency's regulations by July 1 of each 
year. Under the bill, the Governor is required to approve a con-
solidated annual report of the findings of the regulation 
reviews by August 1 of each year and, upon approval, submit 
the report to the Chairmen of the standing committees of the 
House of Delegates and the Senate.  
Patron - Hodges

HJ673  Study; JLARC recommendations regarding 
VEDP; report. Establishes a joint subcommittee to study how 
best to implement the recommendations of the 2016 Joint Leg-
islative Audit and Review Commission review of the Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership Authority.  
Patron - Massie

HJ674  Study; Virginia Public Procurement Act; 
report. Establishes a joint subcommittee to study the best 
method to implement the recommendations of the Joint Legis-
lative Audit and Review Commission concerning the Virginia 
Public Procurement Act.  
Patron - Massie

SB783  Nondiscrimination in public employment. 
Prohibits discrimination in public employment on the basis of 
sexual orientation or gender identity, as defined in the bill. The 
bill also codifies for state and local government employment 
the current prohibitions on discrimination in employment on 
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, preg-

nancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, age, marital 
status, disability, or status as a veteran.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB803  Submission of executive budget; zero-based 
budgeting. Requires, beginning in the 2018-2020 biennium, 
that "The Executive Budget" and all "Executive Budgets" shall 
be prepared and formulated using zero-based budgeting princi-
ples. The bill requires that such zero-based budgets reflect the 
amount of funding deemed necessary to achieve the most cost-
effective performance of each agency or department pursuant 
to an accompanying narrative delineating the tasks to be per-
formed by each agency or department, toether with the goals 
and objectives for each agency or department. Each such bud-
get shall have a zero dollar amount as its initial basis and shall 
not reflect any prior appropriation amount, adjusted or other-
wise.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB834  Governor; efficiency and effectiveness 
review and assessment of state departments, agencies, and 
programs; schedule; scope of review; report. Directs the 
Governor to establish an ongoing operational and program-
matic efficiency and effectiveness review and assessment of all 
state departments, agencies, and programs to coincide with 
alternating biennial state budget cycles. The bill schedules one-
half of all state departments, agencies, and programs to be 
reviewed in each biennial budget cycle. The purpose of the 
review and assessment is to provide an objective and indepen-
dent cost savings assessment of the Commonwealth's organiza-
tional structure and its programs in order to provide 
information to the Governor and the General Assembly to 
effect savings in expenditures, a reduction in duplication of 
effort, and programmatic efficiencies in the operation of state 
government. The bill requires that the review and assessment 
be conducted by a United States-based private management 
consulting firm with experience in conducting statewide per-
formance reviews and provides for certain required terms for 
the consulting contract. The bill requires the Governor to sub-
mit a report to the General Assembly on the results of each 
review and assessment by December 1 of the year in which 
such review is conducted.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB843  Biennial appropriation act. Provides that the 
Commonwealth's biennial appropriations shall start on July 1 
of odd-numbered years beginning with the biennial appropria-
tion act for the period July 1, 2019, through June 30, 2021. The 
bill requires that the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2018, would 
not be a part of any biennial appropriation act (i.e., it would be 
a single-year transitional budget).   
Patron - McDougle

SB924  Government Data Collection and Dissemi-
nation Practices Act; collection and use of personal infor-
mation by law-enforcement agencies. Provides that, unless a 
criminal or administrative warrant has been issued, law-
enforcement and regulatory agencies shall not use surveillance 
technology to collect or maintain personal information where 
such data is of unknown relevance and is not intended for 
prompt evaluation and potential use regarding suspected crimi-
nal activity or terrorism by any individual or organization. The 
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bill authorizes law-enforcement agencies to collect information 
from license plate readers, provided that such information is 
held for no more than seven days and is not subject to any out-
side inquiries or internal usage, except in the investigation of a 
crime or a missing persons report. After seven days, such col-
lected information must be purged from the system unless it is 
being utilized in an ongoing investigation. The bill also adds to 
the definition of "personal information," for the purposes of 
government data collection and dissemination practices, vehi-
cle license plate numbers and information that affords a basis 
for inferring an individual's presence at any place.   
Patron - Petersen

SB931  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; work-
ing papers and correspondence exemption for presidents of 
public institutions of higher education. Eliminates the work-
ing papers and correspondence record exemption for the presi-
dent or other chief executive officer of any public institution of 
higher education in Virginia. The bill contains a technical 
amendment.  
Patron - Petersen

SB937  Office of the Children's Ombudsman. Cre-
ates the Office of the Children's Ombudsman to provide 
ombudsman services, including investigation of complaints, 
advocacy, and information for children, parents, and citizens 
involved with child-serving agencies, defined in the bill. The 
bill also provides for the Office of the Governor to conduct a 
needs assessment with the Department of General Services to 
provide for office space needs of the Office of the Children's 
Ombudsman.  
Patron - Edwards

SB972  Requests for information by members of the 
General Assembly; responses not subject to redaction. 
Requires all departments, agencies, and institutions of the 
Commonwealth and staff and employees thereof to respond to 
a request for information made by a member of the General 
Assembly. The bill further provides that notwithstanding the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.), a 
response to a request for information made by a member of the 
General Assembly shall not be subject to redaction.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1013 Host Cities Economic Development Incen-
tive and Host Localities Transportation Support Funds. 
Creates the Host Localities Economic Development Incentive 
Fund, administered by the Secretary of Commerce and Trade, 
to support economic development, growth of existing busi-
nesses, and job creation related to the Port of Virginia in one or 
more host localities. The bill also creates the Host Localities 
Transportation Support Fund, administered by the Secretary of 
Transportation, to support transportation projects and facilities 
related to the Port of Virginia in one or more host localities. 
The provisions of the bill are contingent on funding in a gen-
eral appropriation act.
Patron - Lucas

SB1036  Virginia Student Loan Refinancing 
Authority; refinancing loan guaranty program. Establishes 
the Virginia Student Loan Refinancing Authority (the Author-
ity), to be governed by a 10-member board, for the purpose of 

developing and implementing a program by which the Author-
ity may guarantee the obligations of an individual who 
incurred qualified education loan debt as a Virginia student at 
an institution of higher education in the Commonwealth under 
loans that refinance such education loan debt. The Authority is 
authorized to issue bonds to finance its obligations under such 
loan guarantees.   
Patron - Howell

SB1076 My Virginia Plan Program; retirement 
plans for employees of private employers. Directs the 
Department of the Treasury (the Department) to create the My 
Virginia Plan Program (the Program) to enable private employ-
ers to connect with financial services firms that offer retire-
ment plans. The bill provides that participation in a plan 
offered through the Program is voluntary for employers and 
their employees. The bill requires the Department to review 
and approve financial services firms to offer retirement plans 
through the Program and create a website for employers to 
obtain information on how to participate. The bill provides that 
the Department ensure that the Program provides a range of 
investment options to meet the needs of investors with various 
levels of risk tolerance and various ages.  

The bill requires that in order to participate in the Program a 
financial services firm must register with the State Corporation 
Commission, meet the requirements of all federal laws 
required to offer retirement plans, and offer at least two prod-
uct options, including a target date fund and a balanced fund. 
The bill authorizes the Department to charge fees to participat-
ing financial services firms to recoup start-up and ongoing 
costs. The bill prohibits financial services firms from charging 
any administrative fees to employers. 
Patron - Ruff

SB1103  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); closed meeting violations; civil penalty. Provides 
that in addition to any penalties imposed under FOIA, if the 
court finds that a member of a public body voted to certify a 
closed meeting and at the time of such certification such certi-
fication constituted a departure from the requirements of 
FOIA, the court shall impose on all members voting to certify 
in their individual capacity, whether or not a writ of mandamus 
or injunctive relief is awarded, a civil penalty of $500 each, 
which amount shall be paid into the State Literary Fund.   
Patron - Surovell

SB1114  Virginia Veteran Entrepreneurship Grant 
Program and Fund. Establishes the Virginia Veteran Entre-
preneurship Grant Program and Fund to provide grants to eligi-
ble providers of educational, training, or other services to 
veterans in the areas of starting their own business, purchasing 
a franchise, or other entrepreneurial endeavors and to assist 
such service providers in offering resources to veterans for the 
start-up of new veteran-owned business operations in the Com-
monwealth. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2019, and 
provides that if the Program and Fund are not reauthorized by 
the General Assembly, moneys in the Fund shall revert to the 
general fund.     
Patron - McPike

SB1115  Department of State Police; development, 
management, and operation of information technology. 
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Exempts the development, management, and operation of 
information technology by the Department of State Police from 
oversight by the Virginia Information Technology Agency.  
Patron - McPike

SB1128  Virginia Freedom of Information Act; fail-
ure to respond to request for records; rebuttable presump-
tion. Provides that there shall be a rebuttable presumption that 
a failure to respond to a request for records was willful and 
knowing.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1130 Department of Small Business and Supplier 
Diversity; implementation of certification programs for 
small businesses; definition of small business; report. 
Changes the definition of small business, beginning July 1, 
2018, to meet the small business size standards established by 
the regulations of the U.S. Small Business Administration. The 
bill provides that any business entity that the Department of 
Small Business and Supplier Diversity (the Department) has 
certified as a small business prior to July 1, 2018, shall have 
such certification extended for a three-year period. The bill 
also provides that the Director of the Department adopt regula-
tions that will, beginning July 1, 2018, establish a three-year 
certification period for small businesses to be based on the 
dominant business activity of each small business entity. The 
bill (i) includes a definition of "dominant business activity"; 
(ii) provides for the Department to enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with appropriate agencies establishing provi-
sions for the sharing of information, consistent with the 
requirements of state and federal law; (iii) authorizes the 
Director to terminate a contract with any independent certify-
ing entities to assist in the certification of small, women-
owned, and minority-owned businesses based on performance 
or a written determination by the Director that continuing the 
contract is not practicable, and (iv) requires the Secretary of 
Commerce and Trade to evaluate the effect of the implementa-
tion of the new definition at three-year intervals, reporting to 
the Governor and General Assembly by December 1, 2021, 
and December 1, 2024.
Patron - Ruff

SB1156  Virginia Public Building Authority; Mili-
tary Mission Improvement and Expansion projects. Autho-
rizes the Virginia Public Building Authority to finance or assist 
in the financing of certain activities connected with Military 
Mission Improvement and Expansion projects (MMIE proj-
ects), defined by the bill as a project or projects recommended 
by the Commission on Military Installations and Defense 
Activities and approved by the Governor that are designed to 
improve, expand, develop, or redevelop a federal or state mili-
tary installation to enhance such installation's military value.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1157  Lobbyist disclosure; reporting by certain 
political subdivisions. Requires the governing body of any 
association or other nonstock corporation that is established by 
a political subdivision or combination of political subdivisions 
of the Commonwealth to file a separate registration statement 
on behalf of their officers and employees who will be engaged 
in lobbying. The bill also prohibits such political subdivisions 
from using public funds to support lobbying efforts and 

requires funds used for lobbying to be segregated from public 
funds and held in a separate bank account.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1171 Public employment; inquiries by state 
agencies and localities regarding criminal convictions, 
charges, and arrests. Prohibits state agencies from including 
on any employment application a question inquiring whether 
the prospective employee has ever been arrested or charged 
with, or convicted of, any crime, subject to certain exceptions. 
A prospective employee may not be asked if he has ever been 
convicted of any crime unless the inquiry takes place after the 
prospective employee has received a conditional offer of 
employment, which offer may be withdrawn if the prospective 
employee has a conviction record that directly relates to the 
duties and responsibilities of the position. A prospective 
employee may not be asked if he has ever been arrested or 
charged with a crime unless the inquiry takes place after the 
prospective employee has received a conditional offer of 
employment, which offer may be withdrawn if (i) the prospec-
tive employee's criminal arrest or charge resulted in the pro-
spective employee's conviction of a crime and (ii) the crime of 
which he was convicted directly relates to the duties and 
responsibilities of the position. The prohibition does not apply 
to applications for employment with law-enforcement agencies 
or certain positions designated as sensitive or in instances 
where a state agency is expressly permitted to inquire into an 
individual's criminal history for employment purposes pursu-
ant to any provision of federal or state law. The bill also autho-
rizes localities to prohibit such inquiries. 
Patron - Dance

SB1212 Board of Veterans Services; membership; 
duties. Removes requirements regarding specific areas of 
expertise for members appointed to the Board of Veterans Ser-
vices (the Board) by the Governor. The bill also (i) extends the 
number of consecutive terms for legislative members from four 
to six two-year terms for members of the House of Delegates 
and from two to three four-year terms for members of the Sen-
ate; (ii) removes the requirements that the Board be organized 
into at least three standing committees; and (iii) makes other 
changes to the administration of the Board and the eligibility 
for reappointment of nonlegislative citizen members of the 
Board. This bill was incorporated into SB 1182. 
Patron - Wexton

SB1238 Virginia Economic Development Partner-
ship Authority; Chief Executive Officer; powers and 
duties. Requires the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Vir-
ginia Economic Development Partnership Authority (the 
Authority) to develop a comprehensive operational plan for the 
Authority, including, at a minimum, the following components: 
(i) a plan for coordination with all state agencies administering 
economic development incentive programs to ensure that such 
programs consistently achieve maximum effectiveness, (ii) the 
results of the most recent survey of all economic development 
partners assessing the effectiveness of the Authority's coordi-
nation with nonstate economic development organizations and 
the alignment of the Authority's strategic plan with economic 
development partners, and (iii) an evaluation of grant incentive 
awards programs administered by the Authority. The initial 
plan must be submitted by December 1, 2017, to the Author-
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ity's Board for review and approval. After approval, the CEO 
must report quarterly to the Board regarding the status of the 
implementation of the plan. In addition, the bill changes the 
membership requirements of the Board by removing the condi-
tions that the Governor's appointees represent the state's con-
gressional districts and changing the appointments of 
legislative appointees from membership at large to require-
ments for general areas of expertise. The bill changes all terms 
from six to four years and provides for the 12 citizen members 
appointed by the Governor to be re-staggered beginning in 
2017. The bill also (a) provides for the Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade to serve as the chairman of the Authority's Board, 
(b) establishes the Division of Grant Administration within the 
Authority, (c) creates an Office of Internal Audit, and (d) pro-
vides for the Authority to staff the Governor's cabinet-level 
committee assisting the Secretary of Commerce and Trade in 
developing the state's comprehensive economic development 
strategy. 
Patron - Hanger

SB1246  Comprehensive Services for At-Risk 
Youth and Families; special education programs. Grants, 
for a period of three years, eligibility for funding from the state 
pool of funds available through the Comprehensive Services 
for At-Risk Youth and Families program to children and youth 
placed for purposes of special education in a public school spe-
cial educational program established and funded jointly by a 
local governing body and school board pursuant to a Memo-
randum of Agreement for the purpose of providing special edu-
cation, related services, or both within a public day program, 
when the public school special educational program is able to 
provide services comparable to those of an approved private 
school special educational program, and the student would 
require placement in an approved private school special educa-
tional program but for the availability of the public school spe-
cial educational program.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1275  Virginia Public Procurement Act; use of 
best value contracting; construction and professional ser-
vices. Authorizes any public body to procure construction on a 
best value procurement basis using a numerical scoring system 
consisting of (i) technical solution, 30 percent; (ii) past perfor-
mance, 30 percent; and (iii) price, 40 percent. Under the bill, if 
proceeding on a best value procurement basis, the Request for 
Proposal must contain a notice to potential offerors that the 
procurement decision will be made on a best value procure-
ment basis and describe the criteria that will be considered and 
the numerical scoring system that will be used in evaluating the 
proposals.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1292  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); trade secrets submitted to the Department of 
Mines, Minerals and Energy. Excludes from the mandatory 
disclosure provisions of FOIA trade secrets, as defined in the 
Uniform Trade Secrets Act (§ 59.1-336 et seq.), submitted to 
the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy that identify 
chemical ingredient names, the chemical abstracts number for 
a chemical ingredient, or the amount or concentration of chem-
icals or ingredients used to stimulate a well pursuant to § 45.1-
361.29 or Department regulations concerning such ground-dis-

turbing activities. The bill requires that for such records to be 
protected, the submitting party must (i) invoke this FOIA 
exclusion upon submission of the data or materials for which 
protection from disclosure is sought, (ii) identify the data or 
materials for which protection is sought, and (iii) state the rea-
sons why protection is necessary. The bill requires the Depart-
ment to determine whether the information claimed to be a 
trade secret is entitled to such protection.   
Patron - Chafin

SB1349   Secretary for Coastal Protection and 
Flooding Adaptation. Creates the position of Secretary for 
Coastal Protection and Flooding Adaptation (the Secretary). 
The Secretary shall be responsible for consolidating into a sin-
gle office the resources for coastal flooding threats and adapta-
tion. The Secretary also shall be the lead in providing direction, 
ensuring accountability, and developing a statewide coastal 
flooding adaptation strategy. The Secretary, in cooperation 
with the Secretary of Natural Resources, shall identify sources 
of funding for needed implementation of strategies for coastal 
protection and flooding adaptation.   
Patron - Lewis

SB1436  Virginia Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA); definition of public body. Expands the definition of 
public body under FOIA to include any foundation that exists 
for the primary purpose of supporting a public institution of 
higher education and that is exempt from taxation under 
§ 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.   
Patron - Petersen

SB1449 Red Tape Reduction Commission; review 
of regulatory requirements; report. Creates the Red Tape 
Reduction Commission (the Commission) to develop and 
maintain a state regulatory baseline of all current state regula-
tory requirements, with the initial baseline to be completed by 
January 1, 2019. The bill defines a regulatory requirement as 
any action required to be taken or information required to be 
provided in accordance with a statute or regulation in order to 
access government services or operate and conduct business 
and excludes requirements that are necessary to conform to 
changes in Virginia statutory law or the appropriation act 
where no agency discretion is involved or to meet requirements 
of federal law or regulations. The bill also provides that after 
the regulatory baseline has been established, any subsequent 
regulatory requirement proposed by an agency that is not 
included in the initial state regulatory baseline is considered a 
new regulatory requirement and requires the approval of the 
Commission before it may be enacted. In addition, the bill pro-
vides for the Commission to review current state regulatory 
requirements and provide recommendations to the Governor 
and General Assembly on measures to reduce the baseline reg-
ulatory requirements. The Commission must submit a report to 
the Governor and General Assembly by November 1, 2017, on 
(i) the organizational structure of the Commission, (ii) duties of 
staff, and (iii) guidelines for determining what constitutes a 
regulatory requirement. The provisions of the bill are contin-
gent on funding in a general appropriation act. 
Patron - Chase

SB1521  Office of Immigrant Assistance created. 
Establishes in the Department of Social Services (the Depart-
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ment) an Office of Immigrant Assistance (the Office) to assist 
persons lawfully entering the United States and the Common-
wealth for the purpose of becoming citizens. The Office shall 
provide online (i) advice and assistance regarding the citizen-
ship application process and (ii) information regarding 
employment and housing services for which such persons may 
be eligible. The bill provides that the Office shall be funded by 
such funds currently appropriated to the Department and any 
existing or available federal grants.    
Patron - Ebbin

SB1528  Virginia Public Procurement Act; small 
business and microbusiness procurement enhancement 
program. Codifies the Governor's Executive Order 20 (2014) 
establishing a statewide small business and microbusiness pro-
curement enhancement program. The bill establishes a state-
wide goal of 42 percent of small and microbusiness utilization 
in all discretionary spending by state agencies in procurement 
orders, prime contracts, and subcontracts. In addition, the bill 
provides for (i) a set-aside for competition among all small 
businesses for state agency purchases up to $100,000 for goods 
and nonprofessional services and up $50,000 for professional 
services and (ii) a set-aside for competition among microbusi-
nesses for purchases under $10,000.   
Patron - Locke

Agriculture, Animal Care, and 
Food

Passed

HB1477 Cats and dogs; lifetime licenses. Authorizes 
the governing body of a county or city to provide for a lifetime 
dog or cat license. The bill removes the minimum annual tax 
for a dog or cat, sets the maximum tax for a lifetime license at 
$50, and limits the fee for a duplicate dog or cat tag to $1. This 
bill is identical to SB 856.
Patron - Orrock

HB1781 Farmers markets; farm and forest land 
conversion; plans. Removes the requirements that certain 
agencies analyze the impact of regulations on the conversion of 
farm and forest lands and that the Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services summarize the reports of the operators 
of state-owned farmers markets to the General Assembly.
Patron - Plum

HB2254 Tobacco Board; composition; assessment.
Alters the member nomination process, tax rate, and other 
functions of the Tobacco Board (the Board). The bill removes 
the 90-day deadline for submission of industry nominees for a 
seat on the Board, as well as the requirement that there be two 
or more nominations for each seat. The bill removes from the 
Board the power to appoint a secretary and other employees. 
Finally, the bill raises the excise tax on tobacco from 20 cents 
to 40 cents per 100 pounds of tobacco harvested and renames it 
an assessment; authorizes the Board, at its discretion, to waive 
interest on the assessment when it is paid late or is left unpaid; 

and provides criteria for such waiver. This bill is identical to 
SB 948.
Patron - Edmunds

HB2381 Dangerous dogs. Removes the requirement 
that a law-enforcement officer or animal control officer apply 
for a summons requiring a dog owner to appear before a gen-
eral district court when the officer has reason to believe that the 
dog is dangerous. In the case of a dog that has bitten a cat or 
dog, the bill requires investigation by an officer for certain 
exemptions from the definition of "dangerous dog" to apply 
and removes an exemption for good cause as determined by a 
court. In the case of a dog that has bitten a person, the bill cre-
ates an exemption when an investigating officer finds that the 
injury is minor. The bill allows a court to use good cause as a 
reason to determine that a dog is not dangerous. The bill also 
reduces from 45 days to 30 days the period within which (i) an 
owner of a dog found to be dangerous is required to obtain a 
dangerous dog registration certificate and (ii) a convicted 
owner of a dangerous dog is required to comply with certain 
provisions. The bill contains technical amendments. 
Patron - Fariss

SB852 Pet shops; procurement of dogs from unli-
censed dealers. Prohibits any companion animal dealer who is 
not licensed or exempted from licensure by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) from selling any dog to a pet 
shop. The bill prohibits a pet shop from procuring a dog from a 
person who has received citations for one critical violation or 
three or more noncritical violations from the USDA in the two 
years prior to receiving the dog. The bill prohibits a pet shop 
from selling a dog procured from someone who knowingly 
obtained the dog directly or indirectly from a person with such 
citations. 
Patron - Stanley

SB856 Cats and dogs; lifetime licenses. Authorizes 
the governing body of a county or city to provide for a lifetime 
dog or cat license. The bill also removes the minimum annual 
tax for a dog or cat, sets the maximum tax for a lifetime license 
at $50, and limits the fee for a duplicate dog or cat tag to $1. 
This bill is identical to HB 1477.
Patron - Hanger

SB948 Tobacco Board; composition; assessment. 
Alters the member nomination process, tax rate, and other 
functions of the Tobacco Board (the Board). The bill removes 
the 90-day deadline for submission of industry nominees for a 
seat on the Board, as well as the requirement that there be two 
or more nominations for each seat. The bill removes from the 
Board the power to appoint a secretary and other employees. 
Finally, the bill raises the excise tax on tobacco from 20 cents 
to 40 cents per 100 pounds of tobacco harvested and renames it 
an assessment; authorizes the Board, at its discretion, to waive 
interest on the assessment when it is paid late or is left unpaid; 
and provides criteria for such waiver. This bill is identical to 
HB 2254.
Patron - Ruff

SB1195 Produce safety; farm inspections; civil pen-
alty. Prohibits certain farms from violating the federal regula-
tions that set minimum standards for the safe growing, 
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harvesting, packing, and holding of fruits and vegetables. The 
bill authorizes the Board of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices to adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of the law 
and gives the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices free access at reasonable hours to certain farms to inspect 
the farms and take samples. The Commissioner also is autho-
rized to seize certain produce if he believes it is being grown, 
kept, or exposed for sale or held in violation of federal regula-
tions or state law, and the bill provides a court process by 
which the seizure may be contested. The bill authorizes the 
Board to levy a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation, to be 
deposited in the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment 
Fund. The bill includes provisions that would cause it to expire 
upon the repeal of the relevant federal law, the granting of an 
exemption under such federal law, or the cessation of federal 
funding.
Patron - Stuart

SB1463 Virginia Tobacco Region Revolving Fund; 
definition of project. Defines "equity" under the Virginia 
Tobacco Region Revolving Fund to mean any contribution to a 
project other than debt financing, including a federal, state, or 
local grant, except that the grant shall not be a Commission 
grant. The bill includes in the definition of "project" any other 
proposal recommended for evaluation and disbursement by the 
Commission and credit approved by the Authority, subject to 
such conditions and policies as agreed to by the Commission 
and the Authority. Projects other than those defined in § 62.1-
199 shall be eligible to borrow from the Fund only in the event 
that other funding for the project equal to 25 percent of the 
total cost of the project is available through equity. 
Patron - Ruff

Failed

HB1802  Care of companion animals; tethering; 
penalty. Prohibits tethering of companion animals outdoors 
unless the owner is outdoors within sight of the animal. A vio-
lation of this prohibition is a Class 4 misdemeanor and a sec-
ond or subsequent violation is a Class 3 misdemeanor.  
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1877  Tethering of dogs; local ordinances.
Authorizes the governing body of any locality to adopt ordi-
nances limiting the amount of time during which a dog may be 
tethered.  
Patron - Pogge

HB1900 Dogs running at large; civil penalty. Pro-
hibits dog owners from allowing dogs to run at large on the 
property of another after the landowner has given notice to the 
dog owner to keep the dog off of the property. The bill provides 
for a civil penalty of $100 per dog enforced by animal control, 
conservation police, and other law-enforcement officers for 
each violation. Notice may be given verbally, in writing, with 
signs, or with blue tree markings. 
Patron - Howell

HB2028  Industrial hemp production; authoriza-
tion. Removes all restrictions on the production of industrial 
hemp, including licensing and regulations.   
Patron - Freitas

HB2030  Food products; sale at farmers market, 
farm, or home. Exempts a producer of food, including milk, 
products made from milk, and poultry, from regulations of the 
Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services so long as the 
sale of such food by the producer is made directly to the end 
consumer; the sale is conducted at a farmers market or through 
a home or farm; the food product contains no uninspected meat 
other than poultry; and the producer informs the end consumer 
that the food product is not certified, regulated, or inspected.   
Patron - Freitas

HB2116  Sale of dog or cat not obtained from 
releasing agency or animal rescue. Authorizes localities to 
adopt ordinances prohibiting the sale in a business of any dog 
or cat that was not obtained from a Virginia releasing agency or 
a nonprofit animal rescue organization.  
Patron - Keam

HB2211  Tobacco Indemnification and Community 
Revitalization Fund; investment by Tobacco Region Revi-
talization Commission. Authorizes the Tobacco Region Revi-
talization Commission to manage and invest the assets of the 
Tobacco Indemnification and Community Revitalization Fund. 
Current law allows the State Treasurer to invest the Fund.  
Patron - Rush

HB2316  Tobacco Region Revitalization Commis-
sion; meetings by teleconference. Provides that the remote 
locations from which additional members of the Commission 
participate in a Commission meeting that is conducted through 
electronic communication means shall not be required to be 
open to the public.  
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB2349  Bioengineered foods; GMO content; 
genetically modified fish; labeling. Requires certain products 
containing a genetically modified organism (GMO) to bear a 
label stating, "Congress prohibits states from requiring the on-
package labeling of the GMO content of this product." The bill 
requires retail food stores to post notices and information 
sheets regarding bioengineered foods and to install digital 
scanners to read the matrix barcodes that certain packaged 
foods may use to provide information on GMO content. The 
bill also requires that any genetically modified fish or fish 
product be so labeled and that a fish or fish product that is 
labeled "wild," "antibiotic-free," "hormone-free," or free of 
added colors or additives be harvested from a river or ocean, 
not raised in captivity under control for its entire life, and free 
from added colors and additives. The bill provides that some of 
its provisions shall be repealed if Congress amends the 
National Bioengineered Food Disclosure Standard to prohibit 
the on-package disclosure of bioengineered food solely by 
means of an electronic or digital link.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.
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HB2368  Milk production requirements; exemp-
tion. Exempts any person owning no more than three cows or 
three goats from the oversight of the Milk Commission and the 
requirements of the Board of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices governing the quality, grading, and sanitary standards for 
milk, as long as the milk is sold directly to consumers and 
bears a label stating that the product has not been inspected by 
the state and that the consumer is purchasing the product at his 
own risk.  
Patron - Morris

HB2398  Industrial hemp; pilot program; license. 
Directs the Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices to establish a pilot program to study and grow industrial 
hemp and to create a license for such program. The license is 
valid for three years and the application fee for such license 
shall not exceed $75. The bill removes the authority of the 
Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services to adopt regula-
tions to license persons to grow industrial hemp.   
Patron - Pogge

HJ630  Study; study the efficacy of the sheriff of any 
locality supervising animal control officers; report. Directs 
the Department of Criminal Justice Services to study the effi-
cacy of the sheriff of any locality supervising animal control 
officers and report on the effectiveness and cost of such reorga-
nization. 
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

SB799  Companion animal surgical sterilization 
program; fund; penalty. Establishes a fund to reimburse par-
ticipating veterinarians for the surgical sterilizations they per-
form on eligible cats or dogs. The bill requires that a surcharge 
of $5 per ton of pet food distributed in the Commonwealth be 
deposited in the fund and that such pet food be exempted from 
the existing litter tax. An animal will be eligible for steriliza-
tion under the program at no or reduced cost to its owner or 
caretaker if it is a feral or free-roaming cat or is owned by a 
low-income individual or a releasing agency such as an animal 
shelter. The bill establishes penalties for providing false infor-
mation or submitting false payment requests.   
Patron - Stanley

SB801 Public animal shelters; dogs; euthanasia.
Requires a public animal shelter to wait three days before euth-
anizing a dog or cat when a person has notified the shelter of 
his intent to adopt or take custody of the particular animal. The 
shelter must make reasonable efforts to accomplish the release 
of the animal, but is not required hold the animal if it has rea-
son to believe that the animal has seriously injured a human or 
the animal meets certain other specified conditions for eutha-
nasia. The provisions of the bill are contingent on funding in a 
general appropriation act.
Patron - Stanley

SB1030  Renewal of nursery stock licenses; late fee. 
Imposes a $50 late fee for a nurseryman and $15 late fee for a 
dealer for failure to renew a nursery stock license within 30 
days of the December 31 expiration date. The bill exempts 
from prosecution for a Class 1 misdemeanor under § 3.2-3810 
any nurseryman or dealer who pays the late fee imposed by the 
bill. The bill provides that any nurseryman or dealer who fails 

to renew his license within 30 days of the December 31 due 
date shall be considered unlicensed.    
Patron - Marsden

SB1147  Cruelty to animals; companion animals; 
penalty. Changes from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 fel-
ony the penalty for torturing or willfully inflicting inhumane 
injury or pain to a companion animal, defined as a domestic or 
feral dog, domestic or feral cat, nonhuman primate, guinea pig, 
hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic or 
native animal, reptile, or exotic or native bird. Current law 
requires that the animal die as a direct result of the torture or 
cruelty and that the companion animal is a dog or cat before the 
violation is a Class 6 felony.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1204  Sale of dog or cat not obtained from releas-
ing agency or animal rescue. Authorizes localities to adopt 
ordinances prohibiting the sale in a business of any dog or cat 
that was not obtained from a Virginia releasing agency or a 
nonprofit animal rescue organization.  
Patron - Lewis

SB1218 Killing of dog or cat prohibited; penalty. 
Prohibits the humane killing of a dog or cat that is a companion 
animal unless the animal poses an immediate physical threat to 
a person or is in extreme distress and would suffer further as a 
result of a delay in seeking veterinary care. The bill makes a 
violation a Class 2 misdemeanor, with any subsequent viola-
tion a Class 6 felony. The bill exempts from the prohibition any 
veterinarian or other authorized person who euthanizes a com-
panion animal under Chapter 65 (§ 3.2-6500 et seq.) of Title 
3.2 (Comprehensive Animal Care). 
Patron - Stanley

SB1263  Cats and dogs; lifetime licenses. Authorizes 
the governing body of a county or city to provide for a lifetime 
dog or cat license. The bill also removes the minimum annual 
tax for a dog or cat, sets the maximum tax for a lifetime license 
at $50, and limits the fee for a duplicate dog or cat tag to $1.   
Patron - Black

SB1306 Industrial hemp; license. Requires the Com-
missioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services to create a 
pilot program for the growing of industrial hemp with certain 
application, review, and operation requirements. The bill pro-
vides that hemp produced by the research program may be sold 
as part of marketing research.
Patron - Vogel

SB1491  Agritourism activity; residence rental. 
Defines "agritourism activity" to include the rental of a single-
family residence for a period of at least one week.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1582  Virginia Farm Pride Beef label. Authorizes 
the Director of the Division of Marketing of the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) to use a Vir-
ginia Farm Pride Beef label to indicate that a beef product has 
been certified as Virginia Farm Pride Beef by an accredited 
certifying agent. The bill requires a producer of such beef to 
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meet all of the applicable federal standards for organic live-
stock except the livestock health care practice standard related 
to antibiotics. The bill also directs VDACS to adopt regula-
tions for the administration of the program.  
Patron - Vogel

Alcoholic Beverage Control Act

Passed

HB1694 Alcoholic beverage control; nonprofit 
banquet licensees; sale of wine for off-premises consump-
tion. Provides that banquet licensees that are nonprofit corpo-
rations or associations conducting fundraisers (i) shall also be 
authorized to sell wine, as part of any fundraising activity, in 
closed containers for off-premises consumption to persons to 
whom wine may be lawfully sold and (ii) shall be limited to no 
more than one such fundraiser per year.
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1743 Alcoholic beverage control; retail on-
premises license for nonprofit historic cinema houses. Cre-
ates a new retail on-premises wine and beer license for non-
profit historic cinema houses. The bill defines "historic cinema 
house" and sets out the privileges of the license and imposes a 
$200 annual state license tax and a $20 annual local license 
tax. 
Patron - Rush

HB1744 Alcoholic beverage control; disposable 
containers. Includes a single original metal can in the list of 
allowable disposable containers that a beer licensee, a wine and 
beer licensee, and certain mixed beverage licensees may use to 
sell alcoholic beverages. This bill is identical to SB 1469.
Patron - Rush

HB1801 Alcoholic beverage control (ABC); deliv-
ery privileges of persons holding a wine and beer license.
Provides that notwithstanding any provision of law to the con-
trary, persons granted a wine and beer license may deliver such 
wine or beer in closed containers for off-premises consumption 
(i) to a person's vehicle if located in a designated parking area 
of the retailer's premises where such person has electronically 
ordered wine or beer in advance of the delivery or (ii) if the 
licensee holds a delivery permit issued by the ABC Board, to 
such other locations as may be permitted by Board regulation. 
The bill contains technical amendments.
Patron - Knight

HB1842 Alcoholic beverage control; neutral grain 
spirits or alcohol sold at government stores; proof.
Increases from 101 to 151 the proof of neutral grain spirits or 
alcohol that is without distinctive character, aroma, taste, or 
color that may be sold at government stores. The bill has an 
expiration date of July 1, 2022.
Patron - Knight

HB1926 Alcoholic beverage control (ABC); defini-
tion of municipal golf course; food sales requirements for 
mixed beverage restaurant licensees located on the prem-
ises of and operated by municipal golf courses. Defines 
"municipal golf course" and provides that for mixed beverage 
restaurant licensees located on the premises of and operated by 
municipal golf courses, the ABC Board shall recognize the 
seasonal nature of the business and waive any applicable 
monthly food sales requirements for those months when 
weather conditions may reduce patronage of the golf course, 
provided that prepared food, including meals, is available to 
patrons during the same months. The bill provides that the 
gross receipts from the sale of food cooked, or prepared, and 
consumed on the premises and nonalcoholic beverages served 
on the premises, after the issuance of such license, shall 
amount to at least 45 percent of the gross receipts from the sale 
of mixed beverages and food on an annualized basis. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1987 Alcoholic beverage control; new license 
for certain commercial lifestyle centers. Defines "commer-
cial lifestyle center" and creates a new nonretail license for 
commercial lifestyle centers. The bill sets out the privileges of 
the license and imposes a $300 annual state tax and a $60 
annual local tax on the license. The bill contains technical 
amendments. This bill is identical to SB 1391.
Patron - Greason

HB2029 Alcoholic beverage control; privileges of 
licensed distillers appointed as agents of the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Board. Allows a licensed distiller who has been 
appointed by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board as an 
agent to sell spirits manufactured by the distiller at a site of an 
event licensed by the Board and conducted for the purpose of 
featuring and educating the consuming public about spirits 
products. This bill is identical to SB 1448.
Patron - Freitas

HB2078 Alcoholic beverage control; annual mixed 
beverage performing arts facility license. Authorizes the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to grant an annual mixed 
beverage performing arts facility license to persons operating 
food concessions at any performing arts facility located in the 
arts and cultural district of the City of Harrisonburg, provided 
that the performing arts facility (i) is occupied under a bona 
fide long-term lease or concession agreement, the original term 
of which was more than five years; (ii) has been rehabilitated 
in accordance with historic preservation standards; (iii) has 
monthly gross receipts from the sale of food cooked, or pre-
pared, and consumed on the premises and nonalcoholic bever-
ages served on the premises that meet or exceed the monthly 
minimum established by Board regulations for mixed beverage 
restaurants; and (iv) has a total capacity in excess of 900 
patrons. Such license shall authorize the sale, on the dates of 
performances or private or special events, of alcoholic bever-
ages for on-premises consumption in areas upon the licensed 
premises approved by the Board. 
Patron - Wilt

HB2185 Alcoholic beverage control; granting of 
certain mixed beverage licenses. Provides that, notwithstand-
ing the requirement for a referendum for liquor by the drink, 
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the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board may issue a mixed bev-
erage license to establishments located on property (i) 2,135 
feet north of the intersection of State Routes 1223 and 661 
(Meadows Golf and Swim Club); (ii) on State Route 685 
approximately 1,128 feet west of the intersection of State 
Routes 652 and 685; and (iii) adjacent to State Route 697 and 
operated as a country club in the Powell Valley section of Wise 
County.
Patron - Yost

HB2247 Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Authority; eligibility of employees for Workforce Transi-
tion Act. Eliminates the eligibility of employees of the Alco-
holic Beverage Control Board who elect not to become 
employees of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority for 
severance benefits under the Workforce Transition Act. Such 
severance benefits would remain available for a Board 
employee who is not offered a position with the Authority, is 
not offered a position for which the employee is qualified, or is 
offered a position that would require relocation or a reduction 
in salary. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.
Patron - Jones

HB2359 Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) Authority. Changes the effective date for the creation 
of the ABC Authority from July 1, 2018, to January 15, 2018. 
The bill creates a transition period from January 15, 2018, until 
December 31, 2018, during which time the current Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control will coexist with the ABC 
Authority to facilitate an orderly and efficient transition and to 
ensure the continuation of operations during the transition. The 
bill provides that during the transition period the current ABC 
Board will be the Board of Directors of the ABC Authority. 
The bill grants to the ABC Authority the authority to imple-
ment and maintain independent payroll and nonpayroll dis-
bursement systems, which are subject to review and approval 
by the State Comptroller and which include travel reimburse-
ments, revenue refunds, disbursements for vendor payments, 
petty cash, and interagency payments. The bill also (i) stream-
lines the suspension and revocation process to encourage set-
tlement of cases before reaching the appeal level to the Board 
of Directors, (ii) exempts the ABC Authority from mandatory 
procurement provisions, and (iii) authorizes the Board of 
Directors to delegate or assign to any officer or employee of 
the ABC Authority any duties or tasks required to be per-
formed by the ABC Authority but provides that the Board of 
Directors remains responsible for the performance of any such 
duties or tasks. The bill contains numerous technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - Albo

HB2418 Alcoholic beverage control; banquet 
licenses for wineries and breweries. Increases from four to 
eight the number of banquet licenses a brewery or winery may 
obtain for events in any one-year period, provided that the 
event for which a banquet license is obtained is (i) at a place 
approved by the Board and (ii) conducted for the purposes of 
featuring and educating the consuming public about beer or 
wine products, respectively. The bill also specifically provides 
that such wine or beer manufacturer is limited to eight banquet 
licenses for such events per year without regard to the number 
of wineries or breweries, respectively, owned or operated by 

such manufacturer or by any parent, subsidiary, or company 
under common control with such manufacturer. The bill con-
tains a technical amendment.
Patron - Robinson

HB2433  Alcoholic beverage control (ABC); cider. 
Provides that cider shall be treated as wine for all purposes of 
alcoholic beverage control law, except where otherwise pro-
vided in ABC law or Board regulations. The bill contains tech-
nical amendments.   
Patron - Bulova

SB1108 Alcoholic beverage control; culinary walk-
ing tour permit. Creates a new permit that allows tour compa-
nies guiding individuals for compensation on a culinary 
walking tour to licensed on-premises retail establishments to 
collect as one fee from tour participants (i) the licensee's fee for 
the food and alcoholic beverages served as part of the tour and 
(ii) a fee for the culinary walking tour service. The bill requires 
the tour company to remit to the licensee any fee collected for 
the food and alcoholic beverages served as part of the tour. The 
bill provides that food cooked or prepared on the premises of 
such licensed on-premises retail establishments shall be served 
at each such establishment on the tour.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1150 Alcoholic beverage control; bar bystander 
training. Directs the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to 
promulgate regulations that establish and make available to all 
retail on-premises licensees and permittees for which on-prem-
ises consumption of alcoholic beverages is allowed and 
employees of such licensees and permittees who serve as a bar-
tender or otherwise sell, serve, or dispense alcoholic beverages 
for on-premises consumption a bar bystander training module, 
which shall include (i) information that enables licensees, per-
mittees, and their employees to recognize situations that may 
lead to sexual assault and (ii) intervention strategies to prevent 
such situations from culminating in sexual assault. 
Patron - Favola

SB1216 Alcoholic beverage control; availability of 
food when spirits served. Directs the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board to promulgate regulations that require mixed 
beverage licensees to have food, cooked or prepared on the 
licensed premises, available for on-premises consumption until 
at least 30 minutes prior to an establishment's closing. The bill 
requires that such food be available in all areas of the licensed 
premises in which spirits are sold or served. 
Patron - DeSteph

SB1287 Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control 
(ABC) Authority. Changes the effective date for the creation 
of the ABC Authority from July 1, 2018, to January 15, 2018. 
The bill creates a transition period from January 15, 2018, until 
December 31, 2018, during which time the current Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control will coexist with the ABC 
Authority to facilitate an orderly and efficient transition and to 
ensure the continuation of operations during the transition. The 
bill provides that during the transition period the current ABC 
Board will be the Board of Directors of the ABC Authority. 
The bill grants to the ABC Authority the authority to imple-
ment and maintain independent payroll and nonpayroll dis-
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bursement systems, which are subject to review and approval 
by the State Comptroller and which include travel reimburse-
ments, revenue refunds, disbursements for vendor payments, 
petty cash, and interagency payments. The bill also (i) stream-
lines the suspension and revocation process to encourage set-
tlement of cases before reaching the appeal level to the Board 
of Directors, (ii) exempts the ABC Authority from mandatory 
procurement provisions, and (iii) authorizes the Board of 
Directors to delegate or assign to any officer or employee of 
the ABC Authority any duties or tasks required to be per-
formed by the ABC Authority but provides that the Board of 
Directors remains responsible for the performance of any such 
duties or tasks. The bill contains numerous technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - McDougle

SB1325 Alcoholic beverage control; mixed bever-
age licenses for certain properties. Increases from 1,500 feet 
to 3,000 feet the distance from Interstate 81 within which the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board may grant mixed beverage 
licenses to establishments located on property on either front-
age road between mile markers 75 and 86 in the County of 
Wythe. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1382 Alcoholic beverage control; applications 
for retail license; health permit or inspection. Requires 
applicants for retail licenses for establishments that serve food 
or are otherwise required to obtain a food establishment permit 
from the Department of Health or an inspection by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services to provide a copy 
of such permit, proof of inspection, or proof of a pending 
request for such permit or inspection. The bill provides that if 
the applicant provides such documentation, a license may be 
issued to the applicant, which shall authorize the licensee to 
purchase alcoholic beverages; however, if the license was 
granted on the basis of a pending request for a permit or 
inspection, the licensee shall not sell or serve alcoholic bever-
ages until a permit is issued or an inspection is completed. 
Patron - Ebbin

SB1391 Alcoholic beverage control; new license for 
certain commercial lifestyle centers. Defines "commercial 
lifestyle center" and creates a new nonretail license for com-
mercial lifestyle centers. The bill sets out the privileges of the 
license and imposes a $300 annual state tax and a $60 annual 
local tax on the license. The bill contains technical amend-
ments. This bill is identical to HB 1987.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1448 Alcoholic beverage control; privileges of 
licensed distillers appointed as agents of the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Board. Allows a licensed distiller who has been 
appointed by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board as an 
agent to sell spirits manufactured by the distiller at a site of an 
event licensed by the Board and conducted for the purpose of 
featuring and educating the consuming public about spirits 
products. This bill is identical to HB 2029.
Patron - Deeds

SB1469 Alcoholic beverage control; disposable con-
tainers. Includes a single original metal can in the list of 

allowable disposable containers that a beer licensee, a wine and 
beer licensee, and certain mixed beverage licensees may use to 
sell alcoholic beverages. This bill is identical to HB 1744.
Patron - Chafin

SB1587 Alcoholic beverage control; wine and beer 
licenses. Includes Alleghany County in the list of wine and 
beer licenses that may be granted to persons operating food 
concessions at any outdoor performing arts amphitheater, 
arena, or similar facility that has seating for more than 20,000 
persons.
Patron - Deeds

Failed

HB1526 Alcoholic beverage control; mixed bever-
age annual live entertainment venue license. Creates the 
mixed beverage annual live entertainment license to allow any 
person operating a live entertainment venue to sell, on the 
dates of performances and one hour prior to any such perfor-
mance and one hour after the conclusion of any performance, 
but no later than 2:00 a.m. alcoholic beverages for on-premises 
consumption in areas upon the licensed premises approved by 
the Board. The bill stipulates that the live entertainment venue 
(i) must be owned by the licensee or be occupied under a bona 
fide long-term lease or concession agreement, the original term 
of which was more than five years, and (ii) must have monthly 
gross receipts from the sale of food cooked, or prepared, and 
consumed on the premises and nonalcoholic beverages served 
on the premises of at least $4,000. The bill defines a live enter-
tainment venue as an establishment devoted exclusively to the 
bona fide live performance of the performing arts, which estab-
lishment is open to the public no more than four days in any 
calendar week and where (a) at least 75 percent of the ticket 
sales for any performance at such venue is required to be pur-
chased at least 12 hours in advance of the performance and (b) 
the ticket price for the performance is based on the fair market 
value of the performance.. The bill contains technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - Albo

HB1528  Alcoholic beverage control; tastings con-
ducted by manufacturers, wine and beer wholesalers, and 
authorized representatives. Increases the amount allowed to 
be spent on the purchase of alcoholic beverages used in a tast-
ing conducted by manufacturers, wine and beer wholesalers, 
and authorized representatives from $100 to $250. The bill also 
provides that, as a condition of conducting the tasting, a whole-
saler or the retail licensee on whose premises the tasting is con-
ducted is not required by agreement or otherwise to pay for the 
purchase of the alcoholic beverage products used in the tasting. 
  
Patron - Albo

HB1901  Alcoholic beverage control; tied house 
exception. Creates an exception to the tied house prohibition 
on the retail sale of alcoholic beverages by manufacturers of 
distilled spirits for any manufacturer of distilled spirits located 
within the Commonwealth, not under common control or own-
ership with any other distillery, that is under common control 
or ownership with a restaurant licensed to sell spirits at retail in 
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Virginia, provided that such manufacturer produces no more 
than 5,000 gallons of spirits annually and does not require the 
retail licensee to exclude from sale at the restaurant alcoholic 
beverages of other manufacturers, bottlers, or wholesalers. The 
bill would allow the issuance of a retail license to such manu-
facturer.   
Patron - Heretick

HB2220  Alcoholic beverage control; limited mixed 
beverage license for retail cigar shops. Creates a new limited 
mixed beverage license for retail cigar shops. The bill sets out 
the privileges of this new license, including a requirement that 
at least 60 percent of the licensee's annual gross revenue be 
from the sale of premium tobacco products. The bill also 
defines cigar shop and sets out the state and local license taxes 
for this license.  
Patron - Landes

HB2222 Alcoholic beverage control (ABC); limited 
mixed beverage license for retail cigar shops. Creates a new 
limited mixed beverage license for retail cigar shops for the 
sale or service of alcoholic beverages. The bill sets out the 
privileges of this new license, including a requirement that at 
least 60 percent of the licensee's annual gross revenue be from 
the sale of premium tobacco products. The bill also defines 
cigar shop and sets out the state and local license taxes for this 
license. The bill provides that a cigar shop licensed by the 
ABC Board shall not be deemed a restaurant for the purposes 
of the Virginia Indoor Clean Air Act. 

 
Patron - Yost

HB2472 Alcoholic beverage control; spirits tastings 
by distiller licensee. Increases the single sample size for tast-
ings of spirits to one ounce or two ounces when served as a 
mixed beverage.
Patron - Fariss

SB943  Alcoholic beverage control; location of gov-
ernment stores. Requires the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board (Board) or its designee to provide notice and hold a pub-
lic hearing before establishing a government store for the sale 
of alcoholic beverages. The bill prohibits the establishment of 
a government store within one-tenth of a mile of any (i) 
church, synagogue, mosque, or other place of religious wor-
ship; (ii) public, private, or parochial school, college, or uni-
versity; or (iii) child-welfare agency. The bill requires the 
Board, prior to entering into any lease of real property for the 
purposes of establishing a government store, to (a) conduct a 
visual inspection of the property and (b) consult with the 
Department of Social Services and the Department of Educa-
tion or review any databases maintained by such departments 
regarding the locations of schools and child welfare agencies to 
ensure that the property to be leased is not located within one-
tenth of a mile of any of the aforementioned entities. The bill 
provides that any government store established prior to July 1, 
2017, by the Board may continue to operate without meeting 
the requirements of this bill.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB970  Alcoholic beverage control (ABC); food-to-
beverage ratio for certain mixed beverage licensees. 
Reduces the current 45 percent food-to-beverage ratio for 
mixed beverage licensees to 35 percent under certain condi-
tions met by a mixed beverage licensee in accordance with 
ABC Board regulations. The bill requires the ABC Board to 
adopt fast-track regulations that prescribe the terms and condi-
tions under which persons holding a mixed beverage restau-
rant, caterer's, or limited caterer's license meet or exceed the 
following: (i) For such licensees with monthly food sales of at 
least $4,000 but less than $10,000, the food-to-beverage ratio 
shall be 35 percent; and (ii) for such licensees with monthly 
food sales of at least $10,000, there shall be no food-to-bever-
age ratio requirement imposed. The bill provides in addition 
that such regulations shall provide that food cooked or pre-
pared on the premises and consumed on the premises shall be 
available at all times when alcoholic beverages are served by 
such licensees. The bill is a recommendation of the Special 
Joint Subcommittee of the House Committee on General Laws 
and the Senate Committee of Rehabilitation and Social Ser-
vices Studying ABC Issues.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB971  Alcoholic beverage control; purchase of 
wine by restaurant from retailer. Allows restaurant licensees 
to purchase for resale and sell wine purchased from a retailer 
licensed to sell such wine for off-premises consumption.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1161   Alcoholic beverage control; food sale 
requirements. Provides that a business may be considered a 
restaurant for purposes of mixed beverage licenses if it regu-
larly sells foods, rather than meals, prepared on the premises. 
The bill also clarifies that in calculating the denominator of the 
food-beverage ratio, mixed beverage restaurant licensees, 
mixed beverage caterer's licensees, mixed beverage limited 
caterer's licensees, and limited mixed beverage restaurant 
licensees shall include the gross receipts from the sale of non-
alcoholic beverages.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1271  Alcoholic beverage control; rental of draft 
truck by retail licensee. Allows a beer wholesaler to rent to 
any on-premises retail licensee a draft truck and any equipment 
necessary to operate such draft truck for use by the retail 
licensee at a special event for which an extension of the retail 
licensee's licensed premises has been granted by the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board. Under current law, wholesalers are 
prohibited from selling, renting, or lending to any retail 
licensee equipment with which the business of such retail 
licensee is or may be conducted.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1357 Alcoholic beverage control; tastings con-
ducted by manufacturers, wine and beer wholesalers, and 
authorized representatives. Increases the amount allowed to 
be spent on the purchase of alcoholic beverages used in a tast-
ing conducted by manufacturers, wine and beer wholesalers, 
and authorized representatives from $100 to $250. The bill also 
provides that, as a condition of conducting the tasting, a whole-
saler or the retail licensee on whose premises the tasting is con-
ducted is not required by agreement or otherwise to pay for the 
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purchase of the alcoholic beverage products used in the tasting. 

Patron - Norment

SB1358  Alcoholic beverage control; point of sale 
advertising materials. Provides that point of sale advertising 
materials provided by a manufacturer or its authorized vendor 
or a wholesale wine and beer licensee to a retail licensee may 
be made of wood or metal and increases from $40 per item to 
$100 per item the maximum wholesale value of such materials. 
The bill also provides that no wholesaler or retail licensee shall 
be required by agreement or otherwise to pay for such advertis-
ing materials.   
Patron - Norment

SB1589 Alcoholic beverage control; spirits tastings 
by distiller licensee. Increases the single sample size for tast-
ings of spirits to one ounce or two ounces when served as a 
mixed beverage. 
Patron - Peake

Aviation

Passed

HB2149 Registration of aircraft. Updates terminol-
ogy by changing "license" to "registration" to better reflect the 
responsibility of the Department of Aviation to locate and 
count aircraft. The bill removes from the Virginia Aviation 
Board the power and duty to promulgate rules for air traffic, 
construction and inspection of aircraft, qualifications and 
licensing of airmen, and stunt flying to better reflect the current 
regulatory responsibilities. This bill received Governor’s rec-
ommendations.
Patron - Knight

SB1417 Commercial air service plan. Requires the 
Virginia Aviation Board to develop and review every five years 
a commercial air service plan for commercial air service air-
ports in the Commonwealth and, prior to allocation of funds 
from the Commonwealth Airport Fund by the Board, ensure 
that requested funds are consistent with the plan. The bill 
requires the Board to report to the Governor and the General 
Assembly annually on the use of Commercial Airport Fund 
revenues for the previous fiscal year. The bill prohibits the use 
of Commercial Airport Fund revenues for (i) operating costs, 
unless otherwise approved by the Board, or (ii) purposes 
related to supporting the operation of an airline, either directly 
or indirectly, through grants, credit enhancements, or other 
related means.
Patron - Newman

Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services

Passed

HB1426 Emergency custody or involuntary admis-
sion process; alternative transportation model. Directs the 
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices and the Director of Criminal Justice Services, in conjunc-
t i on w i th t he r e l evan t s t akeho lde r s , t o deve lop a  
comprehensive model for the use of alternative transportation 
providers to provide safe and efficient transportation of indi-
viduals involved in the emergency custody or involuntary 
admission process as an alternative to transportation by law 
enforcement. The bill requires that the model be completed by 
October 1, 2017, and reported to the Joint Subcommittee to 
Study Mental Health Services in the Commonwealth in the 
21st Century, the House Committee for Courts of Justice, and 
the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1221.
Patron - Garrett

HB1483 Board of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services to amend regulations governing licensure 
of providers to include certain definitions. Requires the 
Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to 
amend regulations to include (i) occupational therapists in the 
definitions of "Qualified Mental Health Professional - Adult," 
"Qualified Mental Health Professional - Child," and "Qualified 
Mental Retardation Professional" and (ii) occupational therapy 
assistants in the definition of "Qualified Paraprofessional in 
Mental Health." In amending these definitions, the Board shall 
require educational and clinical experience for occupational 
therapists and occupational therapy assistants that is substan-
tially equivalent to comparable professionals listed in the cur-
rent regulations. The bill requires the Board to enact 
regulations to be effective within 280 days. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1491 Background checks; exceptions; spon-
sored living and shared residential service providers.
Allows a provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services or a community services 
board to approve as a sponsored residential service provider or 
to permit to enter into a shared living arrangement persons who 
have been convicted of not more than one misdemeanor 
offense under § 18.2-57 or 18.2-57.2 if 10 years have elapsed 
following the conviction, unless the person committed the 
offense while employed in a direct care position. The bill also 
allows a provider or community services board to approve a 
person as a sponsored residential service provider if any adult 
living in the home of an applicant or any person employed by 
the applicant to provide services in the home in which spon-
sored residential services are provided has been convicted of 
not more than one misdemeanor offense under § 18.2-57 or 
18.2-57.2 if 10 years have elapsed following the conviction, 
unless the person committed the offense while employed in a 
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direct care position. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.
Patron - Hope

HB1508 Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services; critical incident reports; licensed 
programs. Requires the Commissioner of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services to provide a written report setting 
forth the known facts of serious injuries or deaths of individu-
als receiving services in programs operated or licensed by the 
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
to the Director of the Commonwealth's designated protection 
and advocacy system within 15 working days of the serious 
injury or death. Currently, reports are required only for critical 
incidents or deaths occurring at facilities operated by the 
Department. This bill is identical to SB 894.   
Patron - Hope

HB1549 Community services boards and behav-
ioral health authorities; services to be provided. Provides 
that, effective July 1, 2019, the core of services provided by 
community services boards and behavioral health authorities 
shall include (i) same-day access to mental health screening 
services and (ii) outpatient primary care screening and moni-
toring services for physical health indicators and health risks 
and follow-up services for individuals identified as being in 
need of assistance with overcoming barriers to accessing pri-
mary health services. The bill provides that, effective July 1, 
2021, the core of services provided by community services 
boards and behavioral health authorities additionally shall 
include (a) crisis services for individuals with mental health or 
substance use disorders, (b) outpatient mental health and sub-
stance abuse services, (c) psychiatric rehabilitation services, 
(d) peer support and family support services, (e) mental health 
services for members of the armed forces located 50 miles or 
more from a military treatment facility and veterans located 40 
miles or more from a Veterans Health Administration medical 
facility, (f) care coordination services, and (g) case manage-
ment services. The bill also requires the Department of Behav-
ioral Health and Developmental Services to report annually 
regarding progress in the implementation of the bill. This bill is 
identical to SB 1005. 
Patron - Farrell

HB1551 Commitment hearings; sharing of records 
and information. Requires the Office of the Executive Secre-
tary of the Supreme Court to provide electronic data, including 
individually identifiable information, on proceedings pursuant 
to the Psychiatric Treatment of Minors Act and the Emergency 
Custody of Voluntary and Involuntary Civil Admissions Act to 
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices upon request and provides that the Department may use 
such data for the purpose of developing and maintaining statis-
tical archives, conducting research on the outcome of such pro-
ceedings, and preparing analyses and reports for use by the 
Department. The bill requires the Department to take all neces-
sary steps to protect the security and privacy of the records and 
information provided pursuant to the provisions of the bill in 
accordance with the requirements of state and federal law and 
regulations governing health privacy. This bill is identical to 
SB 1006. 
Patron - Farrell

HB1775 Persons with developmental disabilities; 
terminology. Corrects numerous sections of the Code of Vir-
ginia by replacing the term "intellectual disability" with 
"developmental disabilities" as appropriate. 
Patron - Hodges

HB1784 Forensic discharge planning services; 
local and regional correctional facilities. Directs the Com-
missioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, 
in conjunction with the relevant stakeholders, to develop a 
comprehensive plan, by November 1, 2017, for the provision 
of forensic discharge planning services at local and regional 
correctional facilities for persons who have serious mental ill-
nesses who are to be released from such facilities. This bill is 
identical to SB 941.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1845 Department of Criminal Justice Services; 
model addiction recovery program; jails. Requires the 
Department of Criminal Justice Services, in consultation with 
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices, to develop a model addiction recovery program that may 
be administered by sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, jail officers, 
administrators, or superintendents in any local or regional jail. 
The bill provides that such programs shall be based on existing 
addiction recovery programs being administered by any local 
or regional jails in the Commonwealth and requires that partic-
ipation in such program be voluntary and that such program 
address multiple aspects of the recovery process, including 
medical and clinical recovery, peer-to-peer support, availability 
of mental health resources, family dynamics, and aftercare 
aspects of the recovery process. 
Patron - Cox

HB2258 Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services; report on activities related to sui-
cide prevention. Directs the Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services to report to the Governor and the 
General Assembly on its activities related to suicide prevention 
across the lifespan by December 1, 2017.
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2331 Community services boards; preadmis-
sion screening; regional jail inmates. Provides that the duties 
of a community services board include reviewing any existing 
Memorandum of Understanding between the community ser-
vices board and any other community services boards that 
serve the regional jail to ensure that such memorandum sets 
forth the roles and responsibilities of each community services 
board in the preadmission screening process, provides for com-
munication and information sharing protocols between the 
community services boards, and provides for due consider-
ation, including financial consideration, should there be dispro-
portionate obligations on one of the community services 
boards. This bill is identical to SB 0975.
Patron - Heretick

SB894 Department of Behavioral Health and Devel-
opmental Services; critical incident reports; licensed pro-
grams. Requires the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services to provide a written report setting 
forth the known facts of serious injuries or deaths of individu-
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als receiving services in programs operated or licensed by the 
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services 
to the Director of the Commonwealth's designated protection 
and advocacy system within 15 working days of the serious 
injury or death. Currently, reports are required only for critical 
incidents or deaths occurring at facilities operated by the 
Department. This bill is identical to HB 1508.
Patron - Favola

SB941 Forensic discharge planning services; local 
and regional correctional facilities. Directs the Commis-
sioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, in 
conjunction with the relevant stakeholders, to develop a com-
prehensive plan, by November 1, 2017, for the provision of 
forensic discharge planning services at local and regional cor-
rectional facilities for persons who have serious mental ill-
nesses who are to be released from such facilities. This bill is 
identical to HB 1784.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB975 Community services boards; preadmission 
screening; regional jail inmates. Provides that the duties of a 
community services board include reviewing any existing 
Memorandum of Understanding between the community ser-
vices board and any other community services boards that 
serve the regional jail to ensure that such memorandum sets 
forth the roles and responsibilities of each community services 
board in the preadmission screening process, provides for com-
munication and information sharing protocols between the 
community services boards, and provides for due consider-
ation, including financial consideration, should there be dispro-
portionate obligations on one of the community services 
boards. This bill is identical to HB 2331.
Patron - Lucas

SB1005 Community services boards and behav-
ioral health authorities; services to be provided. Provides 
that, effective July 1, 2019, the core of services provided by 
community services boards and behavioral health authorities 
shall include (i) same-day access to mental health screening 
services and (ii) outpatient primary care screening and moni-
toring services for physical health indicators and health risks 
and follow-up services for individuals identified as being in 
need of assistance with overcoming barriers to accessing pri-
mary health services. The bill provides that, effective July 1, 
2021, the core of services provided by community services 
boards and behavioral health authorities shall include (a) crisis 
services for individuals with mental health or substance use 
disorders, (b) outpatient mental health and substance abuse ser-
vices, (c) psychiatric rehabilitation services, (d) peer support 
and family support services, (e) mental health services for 
members of the armed forces located 50 miles or more from a 
military treatment facility and veterans located 40 miles or 
more from a Veterans Health Administration medical facility, 
(f) care coordination services, and (g) case management ser-
vices. The bill also requires the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services to report annually regard-
ing progress in the implementation of the bill. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1549.
Patron - Hanger

SB1006 Commitment hearings; sharing of records 
and information. Requires the Office of the Executive Secre-
tary of the Supreme Court to provide electronic data, including 
individually identifiable information, on proceedings pursuant 
to the Psychiatric Treatment of Minors Act and the Emergency 
Custody of Voluntary and Involuntary Civil Admissions Act to 
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices upon request and provides that the Department may use 
such data for the purpose of developing and maintaining statis-
tical archives, conducting research on the outcome of such pro-
ceedings, and preparing analyses and reports for use by the 
Department. The bill requires the Department to take all neces-
sary steps to protect the security and privacy of the records and 
information provided pursuant to the provisions of the bill in 
accordance with the requirements of state and federal law and 
regulations governing health privacy. This bill is identical to 
HB 1551.
Patron - Hanger

SB1221 Emergency custody or involuntary admis-
sion process; alternative transportation model. Directs the 
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices and the Director of Criminal Justice Services, in conjunc-
t i on w i th t he r e l evan t s t akeho lde r s , t o deve lop a  
comprehensive model for the use of alternative transportation 
providers to provide safe and efficient transportation of indi-
viduals involved in the emergency custody or involuntary 
admission process as an alternative to transportation by law 
enforcement. The bill requires that the model be completed by 
October 1, 2017, and reported to the Joint Subcommittee to 
Study Mental Health Services in the Commonwealth in the 
21st Century, the House Committee for Courts of Justice, and 
the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1426.
Patron - Barker

Failed

HB1480  Mental health awareness training; law-
enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency medical 
services personnel. Requires the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) to establish and 
administer a mental health awareness program for training per-
sons in emergency services professions in recognizing poten-
tial mental health issues and assisting themselves and each 
other with mental health issues. The bill requires DBHDS to 
create and administer a process by which a program not created 
by DBHDS can be certified as a qualified mental health aware-
ness program. The bill requires law-enforcement officers, 
emergency medical services personnel, and firefighters other 
than volunteer firefighters to participate in a mental health 
awareness program created or certified by DBHDS once every 
two years.  
Patron - Helsel

HB1550 Study; Departments of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services and Medical Assistance Ser-
vices to study use of the Involuntary Mental Commitment 
Fund; report. Requires the Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services, in cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Medical Assistance Services, to study the use of the 
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Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund, including (i) the poten-
tial use of the Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund to fund 
both involuntary temporary detention and voluntary treatment 
in a health care facility for the treatment of mental illness to 
reduce the use of involuntary treatment in the Commonwealth, 
(ii) the potential benefits of transferring management of the 
Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund from the Department of 
Medical Assistance Services to the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services, and (iii) any other strate-
gies for improving use of the funds in the Involuntary Mental 
Commitment Fund to improve access to mental health services 
in the Commonwealth. The Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services shall report its findings to the 
Joint Subcommittee Studying Mental Health Services in the 
Commonwealth in the 21st Century by November 1, 2017. 
Patron - Farrell

HB1583 Southwestern Virginia Training Center; 
delay closure. Provides that the Southwestern Virginia Train-
ing Center shall remain open until June 30, 2019, and continue 
to accept new admissions of individuals with intellectual dis-
abilities for whom treatment in a training center is appropriate. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1918  Acute psychiatric patient registry. Directs 
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices to develop and administer a web-based acute psychiatric 
patient registry to collect, aggregate, and display de-identified 
information about individuals who meet the criteria for tempo-
rary detention to facilitate the timely identification of a facility 
for temporary detention and treatment of the individual. The 
bill requires each community services board and behavioral 
health authority in the Commonwealth to update information 
contained in the acute psychiatric patient registry to include 
information about a person found to meet the criteria for tem-
porary detention and requires private providers to identify 
patients for whom they are able to provide temporary detention 
and treatment and to contact the state facility, community ser-
vices board, or behavioral health agency having custody of the 
individual to facilitate the transfer of the patient to the provider 
for temporary detention and treatment.   
Patron - Robinson

HB1972  Closure of the Southwestern Virginia 
Training Center and the Southeastern Virginia Training 
Center prohibited. Provides that the Southwestern Virginia 
Training Center and the Southeastern Virginia Training Center 
shall not be closed and shall instead remain open and continue 
to accept new admissions of individuals with intellectual dis-
ability for whom treatment in a training center is appropriate.   
Patron - O'Quinn

HB1975  Temporary detention; minimum time 
period. Provides that an inmate in a jail or an acquittee on con-
ditional release held pursuant to a temporary detention order 
shall be held for at least 23 hours after the execution of the 
order. The bill also provides that a person held pursuant to a 
temporary detention order shall be held for up to 24 hours after 
admission to the facility of temporary detention for the provi-
sion of mental health treatment to stabilize such person's psy-
chiatric condition. Currently, an inmate, acquittee, or person 
may be held pursuant to a temporary detention order for up to 

72 hours, but there is no requirement that a person subject to 
such order be held for any minimum time period.  
Patron - Yost

SB1078  Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services; Catawba Hospital expansion.
Directs the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmen-
tal Services to develop a plan to expand Catawba Hospital to 
include a step-down facility of 40 or more beds for individuals 
who no longer require acute care. The bill directs that the 
Department complete such plan and report it to the General 
Assembly by November 1, 2017.  
Patron - Edwards

SB1222 Acute psychiatric patient registry. Directs 
the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices to develop and administer an acute psychiatric patient 
registry to collect, aggregate, and display de-identified infor-
mation about individuals who meet the criteria for temporary 
detention to facilitate the timely identification of a facility for 
temporary detention and treatment of the individual. The bill 
provides that every state facility, community services board, 
behavioral health authority, and private provider of mental 
health services licensed by the Department may participate in 
the acute psychiatric patient registry and requires that each par-
ticipating community services board and behavioral health 
authority update information contained in the acute psychiatric 
patient registry to include information about a person found to 
meet the criteria for temporary detention and requires private 
providers to identify patients for whom they are able to provide 
temporary detention and treatment and to contact the state 
facility, community services board, or behavioral health 
agency having custody of the individual to facilitate the trans-
fer of the patient to the provider for temporary detention and 
treatment. The provisions of the bill will not become effective 
unless an appropriation effectuating the purposes of the bill is 
included in a general appropriation act passed in 2017 by the 
General Assembly. 
Patron - Barker

SB1233  Temporary detention; certified evaluators. 
Allows emergency physicians, psychiatrists, and certain psy-
chiatric nurse practitioners, psychiatric clinical nurse special-
ists, licensed clinical psychologists, licensed professional 
counselors, and licensed clinical social workers to perform 
evaluations to determine whether a person meets the criteria 
for temporary detention for mental health treatment in cases in 
which an employee or designee of the community services 
board is not available to perform an evaluation within two 
hours of receiving notification that an evaluation is required.   
Patron - Chafin

SB1419  Temporary detention; minimum time 
period. Provides that a person held pursuant to a temporary 
detention order shall be held for up to 24 hours once admitted 
to the facility, as determined by the treating physician at such 
facility, to be reasonably necessary. Currently, a person may be 
held pursuant to a temporary detention order for up to 72 
hours, but there is no requirement that a person subject to such 
order be held for any minimum time period.     
Patron - Howell
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SB1551 Closure of the Central Virginia Training 
Center prohibited without authorization. Provides that the 
Central Virginia Training Center shall not be closed without 
authorization of the General Assembly. 
Patron - Newman

Civil Remedies and Procedure

Passed

HB1590 Duty of care to law-enforcement officers 
and firefighters; fireman's rule. Provides that the common-
law doctrine known as the fireman's rule, as described in the 
bill, shall not be a defense to certain claims. The fireman's rule 
is based on assumption of the usual risks of injury in such 
employment, whether caused by a negligent or a nonnegligent 
act of the defendant. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1609 Nurse practitioner as expert witness; 
scope of activities. References the specific Code section out-
lining the scope of a nurse practitioner's activities in the con-
text of the current provision that authorizes a nurse practitioner 
to testify as an expert witness within the scope of his activities. 
Patron - Leftwich

HB1641 Disclosure of insurance policy limits; 
homeowners or personal injury liability insurance; per-
sonal injury and wrongful death actions. Allows an injured 
person, the personal representative of a decedent, or an attor-
ney representing either to request the disclosure of the liability 
limits of a homeowners insurance policy or personal injury lia-
bility insurance policy prior to filing a civil action for personal 
injuries or wrongful death from injuries sustained at the resi-
dence of another person. The party requesting this information 
shall provide the insurer with (i) the date the injury was sus-
tained; (ii) the address of the residence at which the injury was 
sustained; (iii) the name of the owner of the residence; (iv) the 
claim number, if available; (v) for personal injury actions, the 
injured person's medical records, medical bills, and wage-loss 
documentation pertaining to the injury; and (vi) for wrongful 
death actions, (a) the decedent's death certificate; (b) the certif-
icate of qualification of the personal representative of the dece-
dent's estate; (c) the names and relationships of the statutory 
beneficiaries of the decedent; (d) medical bills, if any; and (e) a 
description of the source, amount, and payment history of the 
claimed income loss for each beneficiary. The bill provides that 
in personal injury actions, the insurer only has to disclose lia-
bility limits if the amount of the injured person's medical bills 
and wage losses equals or exceeds $12,500. The bill also pro-
vides that disclosure of a policy's limits shall not constitute an 
admission that the alleged injury is subject to the policy. This 
bill is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.
Patron - Loupassi

HB1646 Form of garnishment summons; maxi-
mum portion of disposable earnings subject to garnish-
ment. Provides that the form of garnishment summons will 
state that an employee who makes the minimum wage or less 

for his week's earnings will ordinarily get to keep 40 times the 
minimum hourly wage when such earnings are subject to a gar-
nishment, not 30 times as stated in Title 8.01, Civil Remedies 
and Procedures. The bill is intended to reflect the current statu-
tory requirement for exemptions in Title 34, Homestead and 
Other Exemptions, and is technical in nature. The bill further 
directs the Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme 
Court to update the form of garnishment summons accordingly. 
This bill is identical to SB 1333.
Patron - Loupassi

HB1689 Requests for medical records or papers; 
fee limits; penalty for failure to provide. Provides that the 
requestor of medical records or papers has the option of speci-
fying in which format the records or papers are to be produced. 
The bill allows a health care provider to produce such records 
or papers in paper or other hard copy format if the items are 
requested to be produced in electronic format, but the health 
care provider does not maintain such items in an electronic for-
mat or have the capability to produce items in an electronic for-
mat. The bill increases from 15 to 30 days the time allowed for 
health care providers to comply with a request received for 
records or papers. The bill imposes maximum charges for the 
production of requested medical records or papers, which vary 
depending on the format in which the records are produced. 
The bill sets a maximum total fee of $150 for requests made on 
or after July 1, 2017, but before July 1, 2021, and $160 for 
requests made on or after July 1, 2021. The bill directs a pro-
vider to comply with a subpoena duces tecum by returning the 
specified records or papers either on the return date on the sub-
poena, or five days after receipt of a certification sent by the 
issuing party, whichever is later. If a court finds that such 
records or papers are not produced (i) for a reason other than 
compliance with privacy requirements or (ii) due to an inability 
to retrieve or access such records or papers, the subpoenaing 
party shall be entitled to a rebuttable presumption that 
expenses and attorney fees related to the failure to produce 
such records shall be awarded by the court.
Patron - Habeeb

HB1811 Initial hearings on a summons for unlaw-
ful detainer; amendments of amount requested on sum-
mons for unlawful detainer; immediate issuance of writs of 
possession in certain case judgments; written notice of sat-
isfaction rendered in a court not of record. Provides that, at 
the initial hearing on a summons for unlawful detainer, upon 
request of the plaintiff, the court shall bifurcate the unlawful 
detainer case and set a continuance date no later than 120 days 
from the date of the initial hearing to determine final rent and 
damages. The bill requires the court, on such continuance date, 
to permit amendment of the amount requested on a summons 
for unlawful detainer in accordance with the notice of hearing, 
evidence presented to the court, and the amounts contracted for 
in the rental agreement. The bill further clarifies types of judg-
ments for which a writ of possession may be immediately exe-
cuted but specifies that an eviction pursuant to such a writ shall 
not be executed (i) until the expiration of a tenant's 10-day 
appeal period or (ii) if a tenant perfects an appeal. The bill 
removes certain requirements for a written notice of satisfac-
tion of judgment rendered in a court not of record. 
Patron - Loupassi
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HB1816  Demurrers; amended pleadings. Requires 
that an amended pleading filed after a demurrer to an earlier 
pleading has been sustained incorporate or refer to the earlier 
pleading being amended in order to preserve the right to stand 
on the earlier pleading. This bill is a recommendation of the 
Boyd-Graves Conference.   
Patron - Minchew

HB1941 Immunity of persons; defamation; state-
ments regarding matters of public concern communicated 
to a third party; statements made at a public hearing. Adds 
defamation to the causes of action from which a citizen shall be 
immune when making statements (i) regarding matters of pub-
lic concern to a third party or (ii) at a public hearing before the 
governing body of any locality or other political subdivision, 
or the boards, commissions, agencies, and authorities thereof, 
and other governing bodies of any local governmental entity. 
The bill further provides that the immunity does not apply to 
any statements made with actual or constructive knowledge 
that they are false, or with reckless disregard for whether they 
are false. This bill is identical to SB 1413.
Patron - Kilgore

SB867  Lien against person whose negligence causes 
injury; emergency medical services agency. Clarifies that 
whenever any person sustains personal injuries caused by the 
alleged negligence of another and receives emergency medical 
services and transportation provided by an emergency medical 
services vehicle, the emergency medical services provider or 
agency shall have a lien for the amount of a just and reasonable 
charge for the services rendered, not to exceed $200 for each 
emergency medical services provider or agency, on the claim 
of such injured person or of his personal representative against 
the person, firm, or corporation whose negligence is alleged to 
have caused such injuries.   
Patron - Stuart

SB1210 Civil action for unlawful creation of image 
of another or unlawful dissemination or sale of images of 
another. Creates a civil cause of action against an individual 
who knowingly and intentionally (i) creates any videographic 
or still image of any nonconsenting person who is nude, clad in 
undergarments, or in a state of undress or (ii) captures an image 
of a person's intimate parts or undergarments when those cap-
tured parts or undergarments would not otherwise be visible to 
the general public. The bill also creates a civil cause of action 
against an individual who maliciously disseminates or sells any 
videographic or still image that depicts another person who is 
nude or in a state of undress where such person knows that he 
is not licensed or authorized to disseminate or sell such video-
graphic or still image. The bill provides that compensatory 
damages, punitive damages, and reasonable attorney fees and 
costs may be awarded.
Patron - Wexton

SB1333 Form of garnishment summons; maximum 
portion of disposable earnings subject to garnishment. Pro-
vides that the form of garnishment summons will state that an 
employee who makes the minimum wage or less for his week's 
earnings will ordinarily get to keep 40 times the minimum 
hourly wage when such earnings are subject to a garnishment, 
not 30 times as stated in Title 8.01, Civil Remedies and Proce-

dures. The bill is intended to reflect the current statutory 
requirement for exemptions in Title 34, Homestead and Other 
Exemptions, and is technical in nature. The bill further directs 
the Office of the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court to 
update the form of garnishment summons accordingly. This 
bill is identical to HB 1646.
Patron - McDougle

SB1413 Immunity of persons; defamation; state-
ments regarding matters of public concern communicated 
to a third party; statements made at a public hearing. Adds 
defamation to the causes of action from which a citizen shall be 
immune when making statements (i) regarding matters of pub-
lic concern to a third party or (ii) at a public hearing before the 
governing body of any locality or other political subdivision, 
or the boards, commissions, agencies, and authorities thereof, 
and other governing bodies of any local governmental entity. 
The bill further provides that the immunity does not apply to 
any statements made with actual or constructive knowledge 
that they are false, or with reckless disregard for whether they 
are false. This bill is identical to HB 1941.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1498 Punitive damages for persons injured by 
intoxicated drivers; evidence. Extends to blood tests per-
formed by the Department of Forensic Science pursuant to a 
search warrant the rebuttable presumption in civil cases for 
punitive damages for injuries caused by intoxicated drivers that 
provides that a person's blood alcohol level demonstrated by a 
test performed pursuant to the implied consent statute is at least 
as high as the driver's blood alcohol level at the time of the 
accident. The bill further establishes a rebuttable presumption 
applicable in a civil case for punitive damages for injuries 
caused by an intoxicated driver that a person who has con-
sumed alcohol knew or should have known that his ability to 
drive was or would be impaired by such consumption. 
Patron - Surovell

Failed

HB1464  Compensation for wrongful incarceration 
for a felony conviction. Establishes a process for a person 
wrongfully incarcerated to submit a written request to the 
Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia for the 
disbursement of the transition assistance grant of $15,000 for 
payment from the Criminal Fund; provides a 30-day time-
frame, or as soon as practicable, within which such grant must 
be paid; and removes the provision that such grant amount be 
deducted from any compensation awarded for wrongful incar-
ceration. Current law does not specify the process for the per-
son wrongfully incarcerated to receive such grant.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1495  Servicemembers Civil Relief Act; attor-
ney fees. Provides that, where the appointment of counsel is 
necessary pursuant to the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 
any attorney fees assessed shall not exceed $125.  
Patron - Lindsey
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HB1510  Appointment of guardian ad litem in civil 
cases. Requires the court to appoint a guardian ad litem for a 
person under a disability who is a party in a civil case. Current 
law requires the appointment only for a person under a disabil-
ity who is a party defendant.   
Patron - Lindsey

HB1557  Temporary injunction of contract for ser-
vices; rape, forcible sodomy, or object sexual penetration.
Requires a court, in an action for a temporary injunction of a 
contract for services, to consider a conviction or finding of 
rape, forcible sodomy, or object sexual penetration, committed 
by one party to a contract against the other, in assessing 
whether to grant the injunction.   
Patron - Krizek

HB1589 Order of publication; use of electronic 
medium. Provides that a court may direct that an order of pub-
lication be electronically posted using an electronic medium 
chosen by the court, in lieu of directing such order be pub-
lished in a newspaper. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1602  Invasion of privacy; civil action; dam-
ages; attorney fees and costs. Creates a civil cause of action 
for the physical and constructive invasion of privacy where a 
person, with the intent to coerce, intimidate, or harass, enters 
onto the land or into the airspace above the land of another per-
son to capture an image, as specified in the bill, of private 
property or an individual located on the private property with-
out consent or uses any device, including an unmanned aircraft 
system, to capture such an image in lieu of physically entering 
the land or airspace. The bill creates the same causes of action 
where a person, with the intent to engage in criminal activity, 
enters onto the land or into the airspace above the land of 
another person, or uses any device, including an unmanned air-
craft system, to engage in such activity in lieu of physically 
entering the land or airspace. The bill allows a plaintiff to 
recover the greater of actual damages or $1,000, along with 
reasonable attorney fees and costs. The bill allows a court to 
award punitive damages when actual damages are awarded.  
Patron - Fariss

HB1739  Civil immunity; emergency services and 
communications. Extends immunity from civil liability to per-
sons involved in providing, operating, or maintaining services 
or equipment used for emergency assistance, unless the act or 
omission that gave rise to the injury is a result of such person's 
gross negligence or willful misconduct. Under current law, 
such immunity is limited to persons who are communications 
services providers, a term defined in Title 58.1.   
Patron - Minchew

HB1989  Excusable or justifiable self-defense; costs 
and attorney fees. Provides that in any civil or criminal case, a 
party or criminal defendant that successfully prevails on a self-
defense claim shall be entitled to reasonable costs and attorney 
fees, unless the award of fees is unjust. The bill exempts crimi-
nal defendants that have appointed counsel whose fees are paid 
by the Commonwealth from collecting reasonable costs and 
attorney fees.    
Patron - Webert

HB2188  Civil liability for sale or transfer of a fire-
arm; background check. Provides that a person may be held 
civilly liable for injuries to person or property or wrongful 
death of another caused by a third party if it can be shown that 
the civil defendant sold or transferred a firearm to the person 
who committed the crime resulting in injury or death without 
obtaining a background check and verification that the trans-
feree was not prohibited from possessing a firearm.   
Patron - Boysko

HB2270  Spousal liability for emergency medical 
care; property held as tenants by the entireties. Provides 
that a lien arising out of a judgment for a spouse's emergency 
medical care shall not be enforced against the judgment 
debtor's property held as tenants by the entireties unless each 
spouse was a defendant to the underlying suit from which the 
judgment arose.   
Patron - Krizek

HB2446  Immunity of persons; defamation; state-
ments regarding matters of public concern; sanctions. Adds 
defamation to the causes of action from which a citizen shall be 
immune when making statements regarding matters of public 
concern, as defined in the bill, to a third party, including those 
made at a public hearing before the governing body of any 
locality or other political subdivision, or the boards, commis-
sions, agencies, and authorities thereof, and other governing 
bodies of any local governmental entity. The bill changes from 
permissive to mandatory the provision that reasonable attorney 
fees and costs be awarded to any individual who has a suit 
against him dismissed pursuant to such immunity. The bill 
requires the court to give priority on its docket to any pleading 
brought invoking such immunity. The bill requires the court to 
issue an order staying discovery proceedings related to the 
underlying claim pending the outcome of the court's ruling on 
any such pleading invoking immunity. The bill further speci-
fies that, where a party brings an action to deter someone from 
exercising his constitutional rights, the court shall award sanc-
tions.   
Patron - Levine

SB814  Services of summons for witness or sub-
poena duces tecum on foreign business entities. Allows the 
court to enforce compliance with a summons for witness or a 
subpoena duces tecum served on the registered agent of a for-
eign business entity registered with the State Corporation 
Commission to transact business in the Commonwealth, 
regardless of whether the foreign business entity is a party to 
the underlying case. This bill is in response to the Supreme 
Court of Virginia decision in Yelp, Inc. v. Hadeed Carpet 
Cleaning, Inc., Record No. 140242, 770 S.E.2d 440 (2015) and 
is a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference. 
Patron - Surovell

SB823  Service of process; multifamily residential 
real estate and common interest communities. Requires an 
employee or agent of an owner of multifamily residential real 
estate or a common interest community to grant entry into such 
property to a person attempting to execute service on a person 
who resides in, occupies, or is known to be present in such 
property.  
Patron - Wexton

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1510
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1557
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1589
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1602
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1739
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1989
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2188
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2270
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2446
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0814
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0823


2017 Session Summary 39 Commercial Code - Negotiable Instruments
SB858  Reinstatement of discontinued cases; court's 
discretion. Provides that a court has discretion to reinstate a 
discontinued case where a plaintiff has properly moved for 
such a case to be reinstated. This bill is in response to JSR 
Mechanical Inc. v. Aireco Supply, Inc., 786 S.E.2d 144 (Va. 
2016).  
Patron - Locke

SB888  Civil immunity; emergency services and 
communications. Extends immunity from civil liability to per-
sons involved in providing, operating, or maintaining services 
or equipment used for emergency assistance, unless the act or 
omission that gave rise to the injury is a result of such person's 
gross negligence or willful misconduct. Under current law, 
such immunity is limited to persons who are communications 
services providers, a term defined in Title 58.1.   
Patron - Chafin

SB914  Reduction of amount of lien for medical ser-
vices paid for by the Commonwealth. Provides that in the 
event that the Commonwealth's lien against any recovery from 
a third party obtained by an injured person whose medical 
costs were paid in whole or in part by the Commonwealth is 
compromised by the Attorney General pursuant to § 2.2-514, 
such lien shall be reduced by an amount proportionate to the 
amount that costs, expenses, and attorney fees incurred by the 
injured person bear to the total recovery obtained from the 
third party.  
Patron - Edwards

SB1381  Reinstatement of discontinued cases; 
court's discretion. Provides that a court has discretion to rein-
state a discontinued case where a plaintiff has properly moved 
for such a case to be reinstated. This bill is in response to JSR 
Mechanical Inc. v. Aireco Supply, Inc., 786 S.E.2d 144 (Va. 
2016).     
Patron - Mason

SB1432  Excusable or justifiable self-defense; costs 
and attorney fees. Provides that in any civil or criminal case, a 
party or criminal defendant that successfully prevails on a self-
defense claim shall be entitled to reasonable costs and attorney 
fees, unless the award of fees is unjust. The bill exempts crimi-
nal defendants that have appointed counsel whose fees are paid 
by the Commonwealth from collecting reasonable costs and 
attorney fees.    
Patron - Reeves

SB1460  Orders of publication proceeding to 
enforce lien against certain real property. Provides that an 
order of publication for the enforcement of a lien for taxes 
owed on real property that has a value of $50,000 or less may 
be posted on the website of the local government or circuit 
court clerk in lieu of publication in a newspaper.  
Patron - Lucas

Commercial Code - Negotiable 
Instruments

Passed

HB1832 Negotiable instruments; statute of limita-
tions. Provides that the provisions of the Uniform Commercial 
Code establishing a six-year limitations period on actions to 
enforce the obligation of a party to pay the instrument apply to 
negotiable and non-negotiable certificates of deposit. This bill 
is identical to SB 1217.
Patron - Kilgore

SB1217 Negotiable instruments; statute of limita-
tions. Provides that the provisions of the Uniform Commercial 
Code establishing a six-year limitations period on actions to 
enforce the obligation of a party to pay the instrument apply to 
negotiable and non-negotiable certificates of deposit. This bill 
is identical to HB 1832.
Patron - Chafin

Commonwealth Public Safety

Passed

HB1524 Special conservators of the peace; liability 
insurance. Requires that each person registered as or seeking 
registration as a special conservator of the peace be covered by 
a policy of (i) personal injury liability insurance, (ii) property 
damage liability insurance, and (iii) miscellaneous casualty 
insurance that includes professional liability insurance that 
provides coverage for any activity within the scope of the 
duties of a special conservator of the peace, in an amount and 
with coverage for each as fixed by the Criminal Justice Ser-
vices Board. 
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1537 Active duty service; contract termination. 
Authorizes any member of the United States Armed Forces or 
Virginia National Guard who receives military orders to relo-
cate for a period of service of at least 90 days, his spouse, or his 
dependent, at any time prior to the conclusion of his period of 
service, to terminate contracts for certain services. The bill pro-
vides that violation of these provisions is a violation of the Vir-
ginia Consumer Protection Act.
Patron - Cole

HB1628 Private security; compliance agent experi-
ence; surety bond. Removes the requirement that a compli-
ance agent for a private security services business have either 
five years of experience or three years of managerial or super-
visory experience in a private security services business, a state 
or local law-enforcement agency, or a related field. The bill 
also removes the option for a private security services business 
or a private security services training school to be covered by a 
bond in lieu of liability insurance. The bill provides that it will 
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not become effective unless reenacted by the 2018 Session of 
the General Assembly.
Patron - Fowler

HB1629 Business advertising material; private 
security services businesses. Expands the definition of busi-
ness advertising material as it relates to private security ser-
vices businesses to include any electronic medium, including 
the Internet, social media, and digital advertising. 
Patron - Fowler

HB1951 Criminal Justice Services Board. Adds to 
both the Criminal Justice Services Board (the Board) and its 
Training Committee one citizen member representing commu-
nity interests. The bill also replaces the member of the Board 
representing the Virginia Crime Prevention Association, which 
is no longer in existence, with a member representing the Vir-
ginia Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administra-
tors. The bill also directs the Secretary of Public Safety and 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the Governor, to 
review the current composition of the Board and develop a 
plan for restructuring the Board in order to improve its effi-
ciency in carrying out its duties and to submit the plan by 
December 1, 2017, to the Chairmen of the House and Senate 
Committees for Courts of Justice.
Patron - Peace

HB2243 Line of Duty Act. Clarifies provisions of the 
Line of Duty Act, including clarifying that suspension or rein-
statement of health insurance benefits begins and ends at the 
beginning of a health insurance plan year rather than in the 
middle of a plan year and recognizing current practice that the 
Line of Duty Act administrator provides materials for training. 
The bill codifies certain provisions of the Line of Duty Act that 
currently are in the appropriation act. The bill modifies the pro-
vision that would have disqualified, effective July 1, 2017, the 
surviving spouse of a deceased member who remarried from 
receiving health insurance benefits, by restricting the disquali-
fication to surviving spouses who remarry on or after July 1, 
2017. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
Patron - Jones

SB1118 Line of Duty Act; firefighter trainees.
Includes under the Line of Duty Act a person with a recognized 
membership status with a fire company or department who is 
enrolled in a Fire Service Training course offered by the Vir-
ginia Department of Fire Programs or required to become a 
certified firefighter.
Patron - McPike

Failed

HB1416  Line of Duty Act; payments to beneficia-
ries. Increases from $100,000 to $125,000 the sum payable out 
of the general fund to the beneficiary of a deceased law-
enforcement officer or other person covered by the Line of 
Duty Act whose death occurred on or after January 1, 2006, 
while in the line of duty as the direct or proximate result of the 
performance of his duty.   
Patron - Helsel

HB1894  DCJS training standards; community 
engaged policing. Expands the responsibilities of the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services regarding community polic-
ing by requiring the compulsory training standards for basic 
training and recertification of law-enforcement officers to 
include fair and impartial policing, verbal de-escalation, and 
needs of special populations. The bill changes the term "com-
munity policing" to "community engaged policing."  
Patron - Herring

HB1896  Staff of victim and witness assistance pro-
grams. Provides that guidelines developed by the Department 
of Criminal Justice Services related to the creation of victim 
and witness assistance programs shall include provisions 
requiring that local victim witness assistance staff shall be con-
sidered employees of the locality within which the program is 
established and that no elected official shall have authority to 
appoint or remove such staff.  
Patron - Freitas

HB2117  Local law-enforcement agencies; body-
worn cameras. Requires localities to adopt and establish a 
written policy for the operation of a body-worn camera system, 
as defined in the bill, that conforms to the model policy estab-
lished by the Department of Criminal Justice Services (the 
Department) prior to purchasing or deploying a body-worn 
camera system. The bill requires the Department to establish a 
model policy for the operation of body-worn camera systems 
and the storage and maintenance of body-worn camera system 
records.    
Patron - Keam

HB2118  Model policy regarding officer-involved 
deaths; community-policing programs and training stan-
dards. Requires the Department of Criminal Justice Services 
to establish a model policy regarding the independent review 
of all officer-involved shootings. The bill also requires that the 
Department periodically review community-policing programs 
and establish training standards to ensure sensitivity to and 
awareness of persons who have a mental illness, substance 
abuse addiction, or developmental disability.  
Patron - Keam

HB2134  Local law-enforcement agencies; body-
worn cameras. Requires localities to adopt and establish a 
written policy for the operation of a body-worn camera system, 
as defined in the bill, that conforms to the model policy estab-
lished by the Department of Criminal Justice Services (the 
Department) prior to purchasing or deploying a body-worn 
camera system. The bill requires the Department to establish a 
model policy for the operation of body-worn camera systems 
and the storage and maintenance of body-worn camera system 
records.  
Patron - Levine

HB2322  Criminal Justice Services Board. Replaces 
the member representing the Virginia Crime Prevention Asso-
ciation with a member representing the Virginia Association of 
Campus Law Enforcement Administrators since the Virginia 
Crime Prevention Association is no longer in existence.  
Patron - Aird

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1629
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1951
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2243
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1118
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1416
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1894
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1896
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2117
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2118
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2134
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2322


2017 Session Summary 41 Conservation
SB811  Law-enforcement officer training; de-escala-
tion training requirement. Adds a requirement for training in 
de-escalation techniques to the compulsory training standards 
developed by the Department of Criminal Justice Services for 
basic training and recertification of law-enforcement officers.  
Patron - Favola

SB850  Correctional Officer Procedural Guarantee 
Act. Creates the Correctional Officer Procedural Guarantee 
Act to establish procedural guarantees for correctional officers 
when allegations are made against such officers involving mat-
ters that may lead to their dismissal, demotion, suspension, or 
transfer for punitive reasons.   
Patron - Marsden

SB939  Line of Duty Act; death benefit eligibility; 
Department of Military Affairs employees. Confers eligibil-
ity for death benefits under the Line of Duty Act to all employ-
ees of the Department of Military Affairs not currently eligible 
for such benefits whose death is the direct or proximate result 
of the performance of official duties of the agency when those 
duties are related to a major disaster or emergency.  
Patron - Lucas

SB1047  DCJS training standards; community 
engaged policing. Expands the responsibilities of the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services regarding community polic-
ing by requiring the compulsory training standards for basic 
training and recertification of law-enforcement officers to 
include fair and impartial policing, verbal de-escalation, and 
needs of special populations. The bill changes the term "com-
munity policing" to "community engaged policing."    
Patron - Lucas

SB1064 Mental health awareness training; law-
enforcement officers, firefighters, and emergency medical 
services personnel. Requires the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services to develop compulsory training standards for law-
enforcement officers regarding mental health awareness. The 
bill also emergency medical services personnel, and firefight-
ers other than volunteer firefighters to participate in a mental 
health awareness program created or certified by the Mental 
Health Work Group, established in the Department of Fire Pro-
grams.
Patron - Deeds

SB1385  Definition of law-enforcement officer; 
municipal park rangers. Requires sworn municipal park 
rangers to be certified through completion of training at an 
approved criminal justice training academy. The bill authorizes 
sworn municipal park rangers to access criminal history record 
information for the purposes of the administration of criminal 
justice and the screening of an employment application. The 
bill provides that any sworn municipal park ranger who is a 
conservator of the peace shall be considered a law-enforcement 
officer or member of a law-enforcement agency for the pur-
poses of (i) execution and issuance of warrants; (ii) exemption 
from regulations in certain situations; (iii) obtaining criminal 
record information; (iv) use of flashing blue warning lights; (v) 
possession of controlled substances, including marijuana, in 
the performance of his duties; (vi) penalties for eluding a law-
enforcement officer; (vii) penalties for obstruction of justice; 

(viii) penalties for false reporting; (ix) penalties for escapes 
from jail; and (x) penalties for resisting arrest.     
Patron - Mason

SB1407   Department of Criminal Justice Services; 
human trafficking identification and awareness training. 
Requires the Department of Criminal Justice Services (the 
Department) to adopt regulations that make compulsory for all 
law-enforcement personnel the Department's training standards 
regarding sensitivity to and awareness of human trafficking 
offenses, the identification of human traffickers, and identifica-
tion of and assistance for victims of human trafficking 
offenses. Current law requires such training only for personnel 
in criminal investigations or assigned to vehicle or street patrol 
duties. The bill also requires the Department to include such 
human trafficking identification and awareness training as part 
of the minimum training standards for school security and 
campus security officers.   
Patron - Ebbin

Conservation

Passed

HB1454 James River State Scenic River designa-
tion. Extends the scenic river designation of a portion of the 
James River located in Botetourt and Rockbridge Counties 
from 14 miles to 59 miles. This bill is identical to SB 1196.
Patron - Austin

HB1520 Reformulated gasoline; sale for farm use.
Directs the Department of Environmental Quality to seek an 
exemption from the federal reformulated gasoline (RFG) pro-
gram for conventional, ethanol-free gasoline sold and delivered 
for use in farm motor vehicles. This bill is identical to SB 899.
Patron - Knight

HB1547 Historical African American cemeteries 
and graves. Directs the distribution of funds appropriated for 
such purpose to qualifying charitable organizations that pre-
serve historical African American cemeteries established 
before 1900. The funding formula is $5, or the average actual 
cost of routine maintenance, multiplied by the number of 
graves, monuments, and markers of African Americans who 
lived at any time between 1800 and 1900 and are interred in the 
cemetery. The bill lists two cemeteries, East End Cemetery in 
Henrico County and Evergreen Cemetery in the City of Rich-
mond, that are to receive any funds appropriated for a total of 
6,975 gravesites. 
Patron - McQuinn

HB1562 Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and Protec-
tion Assistance Fund. Authorizes the Director of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation to disburse moneys from 
the Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and Protection Assistance 
Fund in the form of grants or loans to a local government that 
owns a dam, to a local government for a dam located within the 
locality, or to a private entity that owns a dam in order to pro-
tect public safety and welfare. The grants can be used for the 
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design, repair, and safety modifications of dams identified in 
safety reports.
Patron - Cole

HB1600 Sanitary landfill; gas collection and con-
trol system. Directs the Department of Environmental Quality 
and the Region 2000 Services Authority (the Authority) to con-
tinue to reduce the odor issues at the landfill operated by the 
Authority in Campbell County and to report on their efforts to 
the Chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture, Chesa-
peake and Natural Resources by November 1, 2017. The bill 
also requires the Authority to connect certain parts of its land-
fill gas collection system to the existing collection system 
when its engineers advise it that the connections will operate 
efficiently.
Patron - Fariss

HB1691  Property conveyance; Department of 
Conservation and Recreation; Widewater Beach Subdivi-
sion. Authorizes the Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation to convey certain real property in Stafford County to the 
Widewater Beach Subdivision Citizens Association, Inc. This 
bill received Governor’s recommendations.  
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1793 Burn ban; exception for freeze protection 
of orchard or vineyard. Adds an exception to the ban on fires 
from February 15 through April 30 of each year for fire set for 
the prevention of damage to orchards or vineyards by frost or 
freezing temperatures.
Patron - Fariss

HB2311 Nutrient Offset Fund; sale of credits. 
Requires the Director of the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) to use certain funds to purchase nutrient credits 
for point or nonpoint sources that achieve reductions beyond 
the requirements of state or federal law or the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Implementation Plan. The bill directs DEQ to estab-
lish procedures for distributing moneys from the Nutrient Off-
set Fund with certain requirements. The bill requires the 
Director of DEQ to consider the recommendations of the Sec-
retary of Commerce and Trade and the requirements of the 
State Water Control Law (§ 62.1-44.2 et seq.) in the sale of 
nutrient credits to new or expanding private facilities. The bill 
also removes the priority given to nutrient offsets produced 
from facilities that generate electricity from animal waste. The 
bill renames nutrient offsets as nutrient credits.
Patron - Cox

SB899 Reformulated gasoline; sale for farm use.
Directs the Department of Environmental Quality to seek an 
exemption from the federal reformulated gasoline (RFG) pro-
gram for conventional, ethanol-free gasoline sold and delivered 
for use in farm motor vehicles. This bill is identical to HB 
1520.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1196 James River State Scenic River designa-
tion. Extends the scenic river designation of a portion of the 

James River located in Botetourt and Rockbridge Counties 
from 14 miles to 59 miles. This bill is identical to HB 1454.
Patron - Deeds

SB1395 Small renewable energy projects; permits 
by rule. Provides that certain small renewable energy projects 
proposed, developed, constructed, or purchased by (i) a public 
utility if the project's costs are not recovered from Virginia 
jurisdictional customers under base rates, a fuel factor charge, 
or a rate adjustment clause or (ii) a utility aggregation coopera-
tive, are eligible for a permit by rule and are exempt from envi-
ronmental review and permitting by the State Corporation 
Commission. The measure specifies that a small renewable 
energy project shall be eligible for permit by rule if it is pro-
posed, developed, constructed, or purchased by a person that is 
not a regulated utility. The measure exempts a small renewable 
energy project for which the Department of Environmental 
Quality has issued a permit by rule from the requirement that it 
obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the 
construction or operation of the project. Finally, the measure 
increases the maximum rated capacity of solar and wind facili-
ties that qualify as small renewable energy projects from 100 
megawatts to 150 megawatts. 
Patron - Wagner

SB1398 Coal combustion residuals unit; closure 
permit; assessments required. Requires the owner or opera-
tor of a coal combustion residuals unit (CCR unit) to identify 
water pollution and address corrective measures to resolve it, 
evaluate the clean closure of the CCR unit by recycling the ash 
for use in cement or moving it to a landfill, and demonstrate 
the long-term safety of the CCR unit. The bill requires the 
owner or operator of each CCR unit to transmit a report on its 
progress to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
and other agencies or legislative committees by January 1, 
2018. The bill prohibits the Director of DEQ from delaying the 
issuance of a permit to close any CCR unit pending the com-
pletion of the assessment. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.
Patron - Surovell

Failed

HB1759 Redeemable beverage containers. Requires 
that all beverage containers, as defined in the bill, sold in Vir-
ginia have a redemption value of five cents. Dealers and 
redemption centers are required to pay redeemers who return 
such containers to them the five-cent redemption value. Dis-
tributors are required to accept these redeemed containers from 
dealers and redemption centers and pay them the five-cent 
redemption value plus a handling fee of two cents per con-
tainer. By March 1, 2019, and by March 1 of each year thereaf-
ter, distributors are required to (i) file annual reports with the 
Department of Taxation indicating the total value of redemp-
tion fees collected and the total amount of redemptions paid 
out during the previous calendar year and (ii) forward to the 
Department of Taxation that amount of money by which 
redemption fees collected exceeded redemptions paid out. 
After deducting the expenses incurred in administering the 
reporting and collecting procedures of this program, the 
Department of Taxation is required to pay the remaining reve-
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nues collected into the state treasury to the credit of the newly 
established Unredeemed Container Fund. The bill requires the 
revenues remaining in the Unredeemed Container Fund minus 
expenses incurred by the Department of Taxation in monitor-
ing the redemption fee reports of distributors to be released 
annually and deposited in the existing Litter Control and Recy-
cling Fund. Violations of the bill's provisions are punishable by 
civil penalties of not less than $100 or more than $1,000. All 
civil penalties collected are to be placed in the Litter Control 
and Recycling Fund. The bill also allows the recycled beverage 
containers to be included in the localities' calculation of their 
state-mandated recycling rate. The provisions of the bill 
become effective January 1, 2018. 
Patron - Rasoul

HB1859  Department of Environmental Quality; 
nonfederally managed hazardous sites; inventory. Directs 
the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to publish 
and update annually a Virginia Nonfederally Managed Hazard-
ous Site Inventory, consisting of a list of sites of which DEQ is 
aware that meet certain criteria regarding the presence of haz-
ardous wastes or other hazardous substances but that are not 
listed on the federal National Priorities List. The bill also 
requires an owner of an inactive nonfederally managed hazard-
ous waste site to notify DEQ of its existence.  
Patron - Lopez

HB1861  Product safety; flame retardants; regula-
tions; fund; civil penalty. Prohibits the manufacture or sale in 
the Commonwealth, beginning July 1, 2018, of upholstered 
furniture intended for residential use or any product that is 
intended to come into close contact with a person younger than 
12 years of age if such upholstered furniture or product con-
tains any flame-retardant chemical listed in the bill. The bill 
requires the manufacturer of any prohibited product to notify 
sellers of the prohibition by March 31, 2018, and requires a 
manufacturer to recall by that date any products that it has sold 
in violation of the prohibition. Casual sales of previously 
owned products containing the listed chemicals are exempted 
from the prohibition. The bill subjects any manufacturer in the 
Commonwealth that manufacturers a product in violation of 
the provisions of the bill to a civil penalty of $5,000 for a first 
offense or $10,000 for a second or subsequent offense, and it 
directs the funds collected to the Virginia Product Safety Fund, 
created by the bill. Finally, the bill directs the Board of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services to adopt regulations to carry 
out the provisions of the chapter and to impose the chemical 
prohibition on certain other consumer products. 
Patron - Lopez

HB1974  Clean Power Plan; state implementation 
plan; General Assembly approval. Requires the Department 
of Environmental Quality to receive approval from the General 
Assembly for a state implementation plan to regulate carbon 
dioxide emissions from existing power plants prior to submit-
ting the plan to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for 
approval.  
Patron - O'Quinn

HB2159  Litter. Adds cigarette or cigar butts to the 
definition of litter.  
Patron - Rasoul

HB2272  Compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulb 
recycling; local ordinances; civil penalties. Allows any local-
ity to require (i) a retailer of CFL bulbs to accept used bulbs 
from customers and to post written notice of that requirement 
at the point of retail sale and (ii) a wholesaler of CFL bulbs to 
accept used bulbs and to pick them up from the point of collec-
tion within 90 days of collection. The bill requires any such 
local ordinance to require CFL bulb retailers and wholesalers 
to take the returned bulbs to a collection or recycling facility 
and authorizes the locality to subject violations of the law to a 
civil penalty of up to $50 per violation.  
Patron - Krizek

SB984  Water Quality Improvement Fund; water 
reuse facilities. Includes technologies in water reuse facilities 
that result in the reduction of nutrient discharges in the defini-
tion of nutrient removal technology.  
Patron - Dance

SB1079  Dam Safety, Flood Prevention and Protec-
tion Assistance Fund. Authorizes the Director of the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recreation to disburse moneys from 
the Fund in the form of grants to common interest communities 
that own dams in order to protect public safety and welfare. 
The grants can be used for the design, repair, and the safety 
modifications of dams identified in safety reports.  
Patron - Wexton

SB1097  Scenic river designation; James River.
Designates a segment of the James River approximately 59 
miles long in Botetourt and Rockbridge Counties as a compo-
nent of the Virginia Scenic Rivers System. The segment runs 
from the origination of the James River at the confluence of the 
Jackson and Cowpasture Rivers to the Rockbridge-Amherst-
Bedford County line. A 14-mile portion of that segment in 
Botetourt County is currently so designated.  
Patron - Newman

SB1383 Coal ash; treatment by utilities; recycling.
Requires electric utilities to recycle as much of their stored 
coal ash as is imported into the Commonwealth each year, on a 
pro rata basis. The bill directs the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality (DEQ) and the State Water Control Board (the 
Board) to include in any permit authorizing the storage of coal 
ash a requirement that the utility treat an amount of its coal ash 
equal to its share of the total amount of coal ash in Virginia 
multiplied by the amount of ash that is imported that year for 
use in concrete or other products. The bill authorizes each util-
ity to recover its treatment costs from its ratepayers while 
requiring the utility to make an effort to sell the treated coal 
ash. Finally, the bill directs the Department of Transportation 
to enter into a memorandum of understanding with DEQ as 
required to permit the transportation and treatment of coal ash. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1471  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal 
Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading 
program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The 
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a 
carbon dioxide cap and trade program to reduce emissions 
released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the 
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sale of carbon allowances are to be deposited in the Virginia 
Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 
2016 for the purposes of mitigating future flood damage and 
creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and busi-
nesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.  
Patron - Locke

SB1496  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal 
Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading 
program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The 
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a 
carbon dioxide cap and trade program to reduce emissions 
released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the 
sale of carbon allowances are to be deposited in the Virginia 
Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 
2016 for the purposes of mitigating future flood damage and 
creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and busi-
nesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.  
Patron - Lewis

SB1518  Recycling; beneficial use. Expands the 
scope of the recycling programs supported by the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to include bene-
ficial use, defined as the use or reuse of a material that other-
wise would become solid waste in a manufacturing process or 
as landfill cover, aggregate substitute, fuel substitute, or fill 
material. The bill provides that any proposal for a certain type 
of local recycling grant shall be deemed to meet the eligibility 
requirements if it includes provisions to increase recycling for 
beneficial reuse through a public-private cooperative program. 
The bill also increases from every four years to every two years 
the frequency of the submission of a recycling survey report by 
a solid waste planning unit or locality. Finally, the bill directs 
DEQ to evaluate recycling rates statewide and make recom-
mendations for increasing rates and to report on its findings by 
October 1, 2018.   
Patron - Lewis

Contracts

Passed

HB1712 Procurement; energy performance-based 
contracting. Authorizes a public body, defined as a contract-
ing entity, to purchase energy conservation or operational effi-
ciency measures from an energy performance-based contract 
entered into by another contracting entity pursuant to the 
Energy and Operational Efficiency Performance-Based Con-
tracting Act even if the entity did not participate in the request 
for proposals if the request for proposals specified that the pro-
curement was being conducted on behalf of other contracting 
entities. The measure permits the use of cooperative procure-
ment for energy conservation or operational efficiency mea-
sures in such instances. The bill provides, however, that energy 
conservation or operational efficiency measures shall not 
include roof replacement projects.
Patron - Minchew

Corporations

Passed

HB1754  Securities Act; regulation of federal cov-
ered securities. Authorizes the State Corporation Commission 
(SCC) to require the issuer of a security that is a federal cov-
ered security under federal crowdfunding rules to file a notice 
and consent to service of process when (i) the principal place 
of business of the issuer is in the Commonwealth or (ii) pur-
chasers of 50 percent or more of the securities sold by the 
issuer pursuant to an offering made in reliance on such rule are 
residents of the Commonwealth. The measure allows the SCC 
to assess a filing fee not to exceed $100 in connection with 
such a filing.   
Patron - Davis

HB2230  Stock corporations; shareholders' meet-
ings. Authorizes the board of directors of a stock corporation 
to determine that any meeting of shareholders not be held at 
any place and instead be held by means of remote communica-
tion, if the articles of incorporation or bylaws do not require 
the meeting to be held at a place. The measure also limits the 
provision that currently authorizes the holders of at least 20 
percent of the votes entitled to be cast on an issue to call a spe-
cial meeting of shareholders of a corporation that has 35 or 
fewer shareholders by requiring that the corporation not be a 
public corporation.  
Patron - Cline

Failed

HB1527 Corporations; reinstatement. Eliminates 
the requirement that an application for reinstatement of a non-
stock corporation be made within five years after the date the 
corporation ceased to exist. 
Patron - Albo

HB1984  Limited Liability Company Protected 
Series Act. Provides for the creation by a limited liability com-
pany (LLC) of one or more protected series. The measure pro-
vides that each protected series may have different ownership, 
management structures, assets, and liabilities. Each protected 
series may function in a manner analogous to a separate legal 
entity within the LLC that established the protected series, 
which is referred to as the series LLC. The measure provides a 
process through which debts and obligations of one protected 
series are neither the debts nor obligations of any other pro-
tected series nor of the series LLC. Under the measure, a sepa-
rate public filing is required to establish each protected series 
of a series LLC. The measure specifies rules for disregarding 
the internal liability shields that protect the assets of one pro-
tected series from the creditors of another. The measure pro-
vides that assets not properly associated with a protected series 
may be subject to the claims of creditors even if the internal 
shields among series remain intact. The measure is based on 
the December 8, 2016, draft of the uniform Limited Liability 
Company Protected Series Act prepared by the National Con-
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ference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. The mea-
sure has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.  
Patron - Webert

HB2110  State Corporation Commission; business 
entity fees. Removes provisions that authorize the State Cor-
poration Commission (Commission) to refund certain fees col-
lected for business entity documents that are not accepted for 
filing. The measure provides that the fee accompanying a doc-
ument delivered to the Commission for filing is nonrefundable. 
The measure provides that a document not accepted for filing 
for which the required fee was paid may be resubmitted for fil-
ing without an additional fee, if the resubmitted document is 
received within one year from the date of payment. The mea-
sure also increases the fee required for filing certain articles of 
entity conversion from $25 to $100.  
Patron - Keam

Counties, Cities and Towns

Passed

HB1457 Part-time deputies; compensation. 
Includes like rank and experience as a factor in setting the 
maximum allowable hourly equivalent compensation paid to 
part-time deputy sheriffs performing like duties of full-time 
deputy sheriffs. 
Patron - Cole

HB1486 Arts and cultural districts. Provides that 
arts and cultural districts may be created jointly by two or more 
localities. This bill is identical to SB 1225.
Patron - Albo

HB1570  Local industrial development authority; 
Louisa County airports. Authorizes Louisa County, by ordi-
nance, to empower a local industrial development authority to 
acquire, own, operate, and regulate the use of airports and 
related facilities. The bill authorizes Louisa County to appoint 
members of the board of directors of the local industrial devel-
opment authority to serve for terms coincident with the term of 
its supervisors.  
Patron - Farrell

HB1686 Planning district commissions; Indian 
tribes; membership. Permits certain Indian tribes recognized 
by the federal government to join planning district commis-
sions as members and to negotiate the terms of such member-
ship. 
Patron - Hodges

HB1697 Extension of approvals to address housing 
crisis. Extends the sunset date for several measures related to 
various land use approvals from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2020. 
The bill also expands the scope of such measures that will be 
subject to the extension to include those measures approved by 
January 1, 2017. 
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1729  Charter; Town of Port Royal. Provides 
that the terms for council and mayor shall begin in January so 
as to reflect the town's change to November municipal elec-
tions.    
Patron - Ransone

HB1740 Sanitary districts; creation by board of 
supervisors. Transfers authority to create or enlarge sanitary 
districts from the circuit court with jurisdiction over the local-
ity in which the district is located to the governing body of the 
county in which the district is located. The bill requires the 
governing body, at a hearing for the creation or enlargement of 
a sanitary district, to make a finding of fact of whether the 
action is necessary, practical, fiscally responsible, and sup-
ported by at least 50 percent of persons who own real property 
in (i) the proposed district or (ii) in the case of enlargement, the 
area proposed to be included in the existing district. The bill 
also requires a minimum standard regarding timeliness for 
hearings. 
Patron - Minchew

HB1797 Amendment of proffers; notice. Provides 
that when any landowner applies to the governing body for 
amendments to proffered conditions, direct mail notice shall be 
given to those directly affected by the amendment. 
Patron - Stolle

HB1820 Real property tax; board of equalization 
in certain counties. Requires that the board of equalization of 
real estate assessments in any county having the county man-
ager plan of government (Arlington County) be composed of 
an odd number of not less than three nor more than 11 mem-
bers, as determined by the local governing body. The circuit 
court of the county shall appoint a number of members equal to 
the lowest number that constitutes a majority of members, and 
the governing body shall appoint the remainder. 
Patron - Hope

HB1936 Derelict and blighted buildings; land 
banks; receivership. Authorizes a locality to petition the cir-
cuit court to appoint a land bank entity to act as a receiver in 
certain limited circumstances to repair derelict and blighted 
buildings that contain residential dwelling units. 
Patron - Carr

HB1970  Creation of economic revitalization zones 
in counties. Grants counties authority to create economic revi-
talization zones. The zones shall be for the purpose of provid-
ing incentives to private entities to purchase real property and 
interests in real property to assemble parcels suitable for eco-
nomic development. Each county establishing an economic 
revitalization zone may grant incentives and provide regulatory 
flexibility. This authority currently exists for cities.  
Patron - Landes

HB1992 Lien priority. Inserts "real estate" in several 
places related to the priority of tax liens so that the operative 
language now reads "on a parity with liens for unpaid local real 
estate taxes." This bill is identical to SB 920.
Patron - Habeeb
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HB1994 Board of zoning appeals. Clarifies that pro-
visions that currently state that appeal costs may not be 
awarded against the locality unless it appears to the court that 
the locality acted in bad faith also apply to the governing body. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB2000 Sanctuary policies prohibited. Provides 
that no locality shall adopt any ordinance, procedure, or policy 
that restricts the enforcement of federal immigration laws.  
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Poindexter

HB2003  Comparative report of local government 
revenues and expenditures. Provides that the submittal of the 
comparative report by a locality to the Auditor of Public 
Accounts shall include a notarized statement from the chief 
elected official and the chief administrative officer of the local-
ity that the locality's audited financial report has been pre-
sented to the local governing body.   
Patron - Poindexter

HB2055 Rural Coastal Virginia Community 
Enhancement Authority. Establishes the Rural Coastal Vir-
ginia Community Enhancement Authority, consisting of the 12 
counties within the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, and 
Accomack-Northampton planning districts, if approved by the 
respective governing bodies. The Authority is created for the 
purpose of serving as a regional economic development body 
and represents a partnership of the Commonwealth, the plan-
ning districts, and the 12 counties of the coastal region. The 
Authority shall be governed by a board of up to 15 members. 
The Authority may seek and approve loans and solicit dona-
tions, grants, and any other funding from the Commonwealth, 
the federal government, and regional, local government, and 
private entities to carry out its purposes, powers, and duties. 
Also, the Authority will (i) assist the region in obtaining neces-
sary job training or employment-related education, leadership 
and civic development, and business development, especially 
entrepreneurship for the coastal region; (ii) provide special 
assistance to distressed and underdeveloped counties within 
the coastal region; and (iii) fund demonstration projects, and 
conduct research, evaluations, and assessments of the coastal 
region's assets and needs. 
Patron - Hodges

HB2067 Decertification of law-enforcement offi-
cers; notification. Requires persons obligated to notify the 
Criminal Justice Services Board when a law-enforcement offi-
cer or jail officer has committed an act or been convicted of a 
crime that requires decertification to notify the Criminal Jus-
tice Services Board within 48 hours of becoming aware of such 
act or conviction. The bill requires that, upon such notification, 
decertification be immediate. Any conviction of a misde-
meanor that has been appealed to a court of record shall not be 
considered a conviction unless a final order of conviction is 
entered.
Patron - Mullin

HB2138 State and local transportation planning.
Provides that prior to the adoption of or amendment to any 
comprehensive plan that substantially affects transportation on 
state-controlled highways in Planning District 8 (Northern Vir-

ginia), the Department of Transportation shall specify by name 
and location any transportation facility having a functional 
classification of minor arterial or higher for which an increase 
in traffic volume is expected to exceed the capacity of such 
facility as a result of the proposed plan or amendment. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2154 Running bamboo; cutting by localities; 
ordinance prohibiting spread; designation of certain plants 
as noxious weeds; civil penalties. Authorizes any locality to 
adopt an ordinance requiring proper upkeep of running bam-
boo and prohibiting the spread of running bamboo from a land-
owner's property, with violations punishable by a civil penalty 
not to exceed $50 for a first violation and not to exceed $200 
for a subsequent violation within 12 months. The bill includes 
running bamboo in the "other foreign growth" category that 
current law allows localities to regulate and in some cases to 
cut. The bill also directs the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) and the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services (VDACS) to develop a model running 
bamboo ordinance and, with the Department of Forestry, to 
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding that clarifies the 
roles of the VDACS noxious weeds regulations and the work 
of the Virginia Invasive Species Working Group. Finally, the 
bill directs VDACS and DCR to examine the eligibility of cer-
tain plants for designation as noxious weeds. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 964.
Patron - Rasoul

HB2168 Virginia Coal Train Heritage Authority.
Creates the Virginia Coal Train Heritage Authority (the 
Authority) with rights and powers to be exercised by a 25-
member board, which will consist of three representatives from 
the governing body of each of the Counties of Dickenson, Rus-
sell, and Wise; two citizen members from each of those three 
counties; one citizen member from each of the Towns of 
Clinchco, Haysi, and St. Paul; three commissioners of the 
Breaks Interstate Park Commission; two citizen members with 
experience in the excursion train business; and two members of 
the General Assembly. The Authority's powers are similar to 
those that other authorities possess. The bill authorizes the 
Authority to cooperate with any private or governmental entity 
in the state of West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, or North 
Carolina in the development of a tourist train and exempts any 
train operator that has entered into a public-private partnership 
contract with the Authority from liability for personal injury or 
wrongful death except in the case of gross negligence or an 
intentional tort. Notice of such immunity must be posted at the 
time of ticketing and at all train entrances. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Pillion

HB2313  Removal of courthouse. Provides that in 
the case of the removal of a county courthouse that is not 
located in a city or town, and is not being relocated to a city or 
town, such removal shall not require a petition or approval by 
the voters.   
Patron - Ransone

HB2442 Local collection fees. Provides that an ordi-
nance for collection of overdue accounts may also provide for 
the imposition of collection and administrative fees, not to 
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exceed the amount provided for in § 58.1-3958. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Ingram

HB2449 Term limits; certain public bodies in City 
of Chesapeake. Provides that members of the Chesapeake 
Economic Development Authority, Chesapeake Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority, Chesapeake Airport Authority, 
and Chesapeake Hospital Authority shall be limited to two 
terms. The bill provides that members of such authorities serve 
at the pleasure of the city council and that no member shall 
work for an authority within one year of serving as a member 
of that authority. This bill is identical to SB 1553.
Patron - Knight

HB2464 Charter; City of Petersburg. Updates and 
reorganizes the city's charter. Obsolete provisions are either 
repealed or updated, and numerous technical amendments are 
made. This bill is identical to SB 1580.
Patron - Aird

HB2469  Zoning; delinquent charges. Provides that 
the local treasurer may give authorization in an instance where 
a land use applicant is required to first provide satisfactory evi-
dence that various taxes or charges have been paid.  
Patron - Jones

HB2474 Virginia Coalfields Expressway Author-
ity; report. Creates the Virginia Coalfields Expressway 
Authority to improve the transportation into, from, within, and 
through Southwest Virginia; assist in regional economic devel-
opment; and generally enhance highway safety in the affected 
localities through development of a proposed Coalfields 
Expressway. The bill regulates the membership and duties of 
the Authority. 
Patron - Pillion

SB919 Removal of blight; building collapse. Allows 
a locality to charge owners of property the cost the locality 
incurred in removing or repairing a building or structure on 
such property if permitted under the Virginia Uniform State-
wide Building Code in the event of an emergency. 
Patron - Edwards

SB920 Lien priority. Inserts "real estate" in several 
places related to the priority of tax liens so that the operative 
language now reads "on a parity with liens for unpaid local real 
estate taxes." This bill is identical to HB 1992.
Patron - Edwards

SB926 Noise violations; civil penalties. Allows locali-
ties to authorize the chief law-enforcement officer in the local-
ity to enforce a uniform schedule of civil penalties for violation 
of that locality's noise ordinance. 
Patron - Petersen

SB932 Conveyance of utility easements; transporta-
tion. Exempts from the public hearing requirement prior to dis-
posal of real property by a locality the conveyance of utility 

easements related to transportation projects. This bill incorpo-
rates SB 1259. 
Patron - Favola

SB936 Employees of constitutional officers; local 
leave benefits. Authorizes constitutional officers who have 
contracted with a county or city to grant vacation and sick 
leave to their employees under the locality's benefits leave pol-
icy instead of the state-required leave policy as long as the 
leave amounts are not less than the state-required policy. 
Patron - Favola

SB964 Running bamboo; cutting by localities; ordi-
nance prohibiting spread; designation of certain plants as 
noxious weeds; civil penalties. Authorizes any locality to 
adopt an ordinance requiring proper upkeep of running bam-
boo and prohibiting the spread of running bamboo from a land-
owner's property, with violations punishable by a civil penalty 
not to exceed $50 for a first violation and not to exceed $200 
for a subsequent violation within 12 months. The bill includes 
running bamboo in the "other foreign growth" category that 
current law allows localities to regulate and in some cases to 
cut. The bill also directs the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) and the Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services (VDACS) to develop a model running 
bamboo ordinance and, with the Department of Forestry, to 
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding that clarifies the 
roles of the VDACS noxious weeds regulations and the work 
of the Virginia Invasive Species Working Group. Finally, the 
bill directs VDACS and DCR to examine the eligibility of cer-
tain plants for designation as noxious weeds. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 2154.
Patron - Hanger

SB967 Chesapeake Port Authority; Chesapeake 
Economic Development Authority; transfer of powers. Per-
mits the City Council of Chesapeake to transfer the powers of 
the Chesapeake Port Authority to the Chesapeake Economic 
Development Authority. Such transfer has the effect of dissolv-
ing the Chesapeake Port Authority. 
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1173 Vested property rights. Provides that if a 
structure is one that requires no permit, and an authorized local 
government official informs the property owner that the struc-
ture will comply with the zoning ordinance, and the improve-
ment was thereafter constructed, a zoning ordinance may 
provide that the structure is nonconforming but shall not pro-
vide that such structure is illegal and subject to removal solely 
due to such nonconformity. The bill provides that in any pro-
ceeding when the authorized local government official is 
deceased or is otherwise unavailable to testify, uncorroborated 
testimony of the oral statement of such official shall not be suf-
ficient evidence to prove that the authorized local government 
official made such statement. The provisions of the bill are 
declared to not be deemed retroactive. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB1189 Water and sewer services; liens; owners, 
lessees, or tenants. Separates Code provisions regarding water 
and sewer services provided to lessees or tenants of real prop-
erty from Code provisions regarding water and sewer services 
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provided to owners of real property. The bill removes a local-
ity's authority to waive a required written authorization by an 
owner for water or sewer services provided by a locality to a 
lessee or tenant. A copy of the lease between the lessee or 
tenant and the owner is acceptable authorization.  

The bill provides that no lien can be placed on the property of 
an owner when a lessee or tenant has delinquent fees for water 
or sewer charges until the locality has made reasonable collec-
tion efforts and practices, including (i) applying the security 
deposit to the payment of the outstanding balance and (ii) 
either filing for the Setoff Debt Collection Program (ß 58.1-
520 et seq.) or placing the account with a debt collection ser-
vice. A lien against the lessee or tenant shall rank on a parity 
with a lien for unpaid taxes. When a locality does not require a 
security deposit from a lessee or tenant to obtain water and 
sewer services, the locality shall waive its lien rights against 
the property owner.  

The bill also authorizes the locality or authority to provide a 
partial credit where excessive water and sewer charges result 
from an intentional cause. A locality or authority cannot deny 
service to a new lessee or tenant when there are unpaid fees for 
services to a previous lessee or tenant unless a lien against the 
property owner is placed on the property.
Patron - Edwards

SB1203 Working waterfront development areas; 
establishment. Authorizes localities, by ordinance, to establish 
a working waterfront development area and grant certain 
incentives and regulatory flexibility to private entities for the 
development of working waterfronts in such area.
Patron - Lewis

SB1225 Arts and cultural districts. Provides that arts 
and cultural districts may be created jointly by two or more 
localities. This bill is identical to HB 1486.
Patron - Barker

SB1311  Hampton Roads Sanitation District; add-
ing territory. Adds the County of Surry, excluding the Town 
of Claremont, to the Hampton Roads Sanitation District terri-
tory. The bill also adds a resident of Surry County as a poten-
tial appointee for the Hampton Roads Sanitation District 
Commission member who under current law must be a resident 
of the City of Suffolk or Isle of Wight County.   
Patron - Norment

SB1553 Term limits; certain public bodies in City 
of Chesapeake. Provides that members of the Chesapeake 
Economic Development Authority, Chesapeake Redevelop-
ment and Housing Authority, Chesapeake Airport Authority, 
and Chesapeake Hospital Authority shall be limited to two 
terms. The bill provides that members of such authorities serve 
at the pleasure of the city council and that no member shall 
work for an authority within one year of serving as a member 
of that authority. This bill is identical to HB 2449.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1558  Blanket surety bonds; proof of coverage of 
local officer. Allows a local officer required to give bond to 
provide confirmation from the Division of Risk Management 
that such officer is included in a blanket surety bond. Current 

law requires the officer to provide an extract of the master 
surety bond as proof of coverage.   
Patron - Petersen

SB1559 Board of zoning appeals. Requires that the 
recipient of certain notices from the board of zoning appeals 
receive notice via registered mail to the last known address or 
usual place of abode of the property owner or its registered 
agent, if any, prior to the commencement of the 30-day appeal 
period. 
Patron - Petersen

SB1578 Short-term rental of property. Authorizes a 
locality to adopt an ordinance requiring the registration of per-
sons offering property for short-term rental. The bill defines 
"short-term rental" as the provision of a room or space suitable 
for sleeping or lodging for less than 30 consecutive days in 
exchange for a charge for the occupancy. Persons and entities 
already licensed or registered related to the rental or manage-
ment of property by the Department of Health, the Real Estate 
Board, the Virginia Real Estate Time-Share Act, or a locality 
would not be required to register. The bill authorizes localities 
to impose penalties not to exceed $500 per violation on persons 
who violate the registry ordinance. The bill amends the Alco-
holic Beverage Control (ABC) Act to clarify that certain prop-
erty rented on a short-term basis is considered a bed and 
breakfast establishment for purposes of ABC licensing and that 
the exception from ABC licensing for serving alcoholic bever-
ages to guests in a residence does not apply if the guest is a 
short-term lessee of the residence. This bill incorporates SB 
1579.
Patron - Norment

SB1580 Charter; City of Petersburg. Updates and 
reorganizes the city's charter. Obsolete provisions are either 
repealed or updated, and numerous technical amendments are 
made. This bill is identical to HB 2464.
Patron - Dance

Failed

HB1418 Control of firearms; libraries owned or 
operated by localities. Allows a locality to adopt an ordinance 
that prohibits firearms, ammunition, or components or a com-
bination thereof in libraries owned or operated by the locality. 
Patron - McQuinn

HB1506  Vacant developed property; overgrown 
shrubs and trees. Authorizes localities to require owners of 
vacant developed property to cut overgrown shrubs and trees 
on the property. The bill also authorizes localities, after reason-
able notice, to cut overgrown shrubs and trees on vacant devel-
oped property and charge the cost to the owner.  
Patron - Helsel

HB1674  Conditional rezoning proffers; definition 
of public facilities. Expands the definition of public facilities 
to include libraries, court facilities, and certain other public 
buildings. The bill also provides that when considering the off-
site impact of a development on public facilities for purposes 
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of determining the reasonableness of an offsite proffer, the time 
period of consideration is extended through the anticipated 
completion of the development.   
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1723 Resettlement of refugees; notice to locali-
ties, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and the General 
Assembly. Provides that any public or private entity in the 
Commonwealth that proposes to enter into a contractual agree-
ment with the federal government that would result in the 
acceptance and resettlement of refugees or persons not law-
fully present in the United States shall first notify in writing the 
chief elected official of all local governments where such per-
sons may be resettled, the Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
and the Chairmen of the House and Senate Committees on 
Rules. Such written notice shall be given at least 30 days prior 
to the signing of any such agreement. The purpose of this bill is 
for notification purposes only and grants no authority to locali-
ties or the Commonwealth to either approve or disapprove any 
such proposed resettlement.
Patron - Anderson

HB1735  Conditional rezoning proffers. Provides 
that for purposes of determining what constitutes the request-
ing of an unreasonable proffer, the term "locality" shall not 
include a person participating at a meeting sponsored by a 
locality for the purpose of facilitating communication among 
interested parties and the applicant, provided that the person 
does not have a statutory role in the approval of a rezoning or a 
proffer condition amendment.  
Patron - Bulova

HB1897  Zoning; aquaculture in agricultural zone; 
preexisting use. Provides that any aquaculture use that was 
established on property that was zoned as an agricultural dis-
trict at the time, but later was rezoned to disallow agriculture, 
is a valid nonconforming use of the property. The bill also 
amends a 2014 Act of Assembly that expanded the definition 
of agricultural products to provide that the act was declaratory 
of existing law.  
Patron - Freitas

HB1899  Conditional zoning proffers; affordable 
dwelling units. Exempts onsite proffers related to affordable 
dwelling units from provisions that determine whether a prof-
fer is unreasonable.   
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1934  Excessive calls for police service; civil 
penalty. Provides that any locality may by ordinance declare 
that when a property requires an excessive number of calls for 
police service within a specified time period, the owner of the 
property is subject to a civil penalty. The locality shall deter-
mine in its ordinance the number of calls that is excessive, but 
no owner shall be cited under such ordinance for fewer than 
five calls in a 12-month period. The bill requires the ordinance 
to contain an exclusion for all calls related to domestic vio-
lence.  
Patron - Carr

HB1976  Inoperable vehicles; James City County. 
Authorizes James City County to prohibit any person from 
keeping, unless shielded or screened from view, on any prop-
erty zoned or used for residential purposes, or on any property 
zoned for commercial or agricultural purposes, any inoperable 
motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer.  
Patron - Mullin

HB2093  Commission on Local Government; esti-
mated fiscal impact on a locality of relocated refugees. Pro-
vides for the Commission on Local Government to provide, 
upon the request of any locality, an estimated fiscal impact of 
the relocation to the requesting locality of individuals admitted 
to the United States as refugees on the delivery of core ser-
vices.  
Patron - LaRock

HB2094  Localities; regulation of firearms in gov-
ernment buildings. Allows localities to regulate the posses-
sion of firearms, ammunition, or components or combination 
thereof in, or the carrying of firearms, ammunition, or compo-
nents or combination thereof into, any building owned or used 
by such locality for governmental purposes. Current law pro-
hibits localities from adopting or enforcing any ordinance, res-
olution, or motion regarding firearms, ammunition, or 
components or combination thereof unless expressly autho-
rized by statute.   
Patron - Price

HB2123  Conservation and replacement of trees; 
land development processes; Town of Vienna; Planning 
District 8. Authorizes the Town of Vienna, by ordinance, to 
require a site plan for certain development processes to include 
the planting or replacement of trees such that certain tree cano-
pies or covers will be provided at 10 years, rather than the cur-
rent 20 years. The bill authorizes any locality in Planning 
District 8, by ordinance, to require a site plan for certain devel-
opment processes to provide for the preservation or replace-
ment of trees such that certain tree canopy requirements will be 
provided at 10 years, rather than the current 20 years.  
Patron - Keam

HB2192  Relocation of courthouse. Provides that in 
the case of a county courthouse located in a city, the relocation 
or expansion of the courthouse to any other location within 
such city is not such a removal as to require authorization by 
the electorate.   
Patron - Landes

HB2194  Noxious weeds; golden bamboo. Desig-
nates golden bamboo as a noxious weed and authorizes any 
locality to adopt an ordinance to prevent, control, and abate the 
growth, importation, or spread of golden bamboo.  
Patron - Rush

HB2236  Sanctuary policies prohibited. Provides 
that no locality shall adopt any ordinance, procedure, or policy 
that restricts the enforcement of federal immigration laws to 
less than the full extent permitted by federal law. The General 
Assembly shall reduce state funding to the extent permitted by 
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state and federal law to any locality found to have violated the 
provisions of the bill.   
Patron - Cline

HB2312  Industrial development authorities; issu-
ance of bonds to finance local tax preferences. Authorizes 
industrial development authorities to make loans to any local-
ity for the purpose of reducing local tax rates.  
Patron - Morefield

HB2351  Unoccupied property; grass cutting; 
Buchanan County. Authorizes Buchanan County, by ordi-
nance, to require owners of unoccupied or abandoned property 
to cut grass on the property or to cut grass on the property and 
charge the owner for the service.   
Patron - Morefield

SB795 Register of funds expended; required posting 
by localities and school divisions. Requires every locality and 
each school division located within the locality to post on the 
public government website of the locality a register of all funds 
expended, showing vendor name, date of payment, amount, 
and a description of the type of expense, including credit card 
purchases with the same information. A locality and school 
division may exclude from such posting any information that is 
exempt from mandatory disclosure under the Virginia Freedom 
of Information Act, any personal identifying information 
related to a court ordered payment, or any information related 
to undercover law enforcement officers. This bill has a delayed 
effective date of July 1, 2018. 
Patron - Sturtevant

SB802  Special use permit; camping in tent or recre-
ational vehicle. Prohibits any locality from barring or requir-
ing a special use permit for camping by a landowner and his 
family or nonpaying guests in a tent or recreational vehicle on 
the landowner's property for a total of no more than two 
months per year.  
Patron - Stanley

SB857  Conditional rezoning; certain conditional 
rezoning proffers; floor area ratio. Reduces from 3.0 to 2.0 
the minimum floor area ratio necessary for a new residential 
development to be exempted from provisions applicable to cer-
tain proffers as a condition for rezoning.  
Patron - Locke

SB884  Waste and recycling charges; liens. Provides 
that certain waste and recycling charges, and any penalty and 
interest thereon, constitute a lien against the real property rank-
ing on a parity with liens for unpaid taxes. The bill provides 
that a lien may be placed on the property in the amount of (i) 
up to three months of delinquent waste and recycling charges 
when the service is supplied to a lessee or tenant or (ii) up to 
the number of months of delinquent charges when the service 
is provided to the property owner.   
Patron - Locke

SB901  Park authority liability; immunity. Grants 
immunity from liability in any civil action to park authorities 
created pursuant to the Park Authorities Act (§ 15.2-5700 et 

seq.) for damages caused by ordinary negligence on the part of 
any officer or agent of such park authority in the maintenance 
or operation of any such park, recreational facility, or play-
ground.  
Patron - Marsden

SB930  Conservation and replacement of trees; land 
development processes. Authorizes the Town of Vienna, by 
ordinance, to provide for the planting and replacement of trees, 
and the conservation of trees, during certain land development 
processes.   
Patron - Petersen

SB938 Smoking in outdoor public place; locality 
regulation. Authorizes a locality, by ordinance, to designate 
nonsmoking areas in an outdoor amphitheater or concert venue 
owned by a locality. The bill requires such ordinance to pro-
vide for adequate signage designating such areas and provides 
that a violation of such ordinance is subject to a civil penalty of 
not more than $25 paid into the Virginia Health Care Fund. 
Patron - Edwards

SB1112  Control of firearms; chambers of local gov-
erning bodies. Allows a locality to adopt an ordinance that 
prohibits firearms, ammunition, or components or a combina-
tion thereof at any regular or special meeting of such local gov-
erning body, provided notice of such prohibition is publicly 
posted and the meeting room is owned or operated by the local-
ity.  
Patron - Edwards

SB1135  Inoperable vehicles; James City County. 
Authorizes James City County to prohibit any person from 
keeping, unless shielded or screened from view, on any prop-
erty zoned or used for residential purposes, or on any property 
zoned for commercial or agricultural purposes, any inoperable 
motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer.  
Patron - Mason

SB1139  Vested property rights. Provides that if a 
structure is one that requires no building permit, and an autho-
rized local government official informs the property owner that 
the structure will comply with the zoning ordinance, and the 
owner relies upon the representation and constructs the 
improvements, a zoning ordinance may provide that the struc-
ture is nonconforming but shall not provide that such structure 
is illegal and subject to removal solely due to such nonconfor-
mity. The provisions of the bill are declared to not be deemed 
retroactive.  
Patron - Obenshain

SB1183  Excessive calls for police service; civil pen-
alty. Provides that any locality may by ordinance declare that 
when a property requires an excessive number of calls for 
police service within a specified time period, the owner of the 
property is subject to a civil penalty. The locality shall deter-
mine in its ordinance the number of calls that is excessive, but 
no owner shall be cited under such ordinance for fewer than 
five calls in a 12-month period. The bill requires the ordinance 
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to contain an exclusion for all calls related to domestic vio-
lence.    
Patron - Dance

SB1259 Conveyance of utility easements; transpor-
tation. Exempts from the public hearing requirement prior to 
disposal of real property by a locality the conveyance of utility 
easements related to transportation projects. This bill was 
incorporated into SB932.
Patron - Black

SB1262 Liability of sanctuary cities for certain 
injuries and damages. Provides that a sanctuary city, defined 
in the bill as any locality that adopts any ordinance, procedure, 
or policy that intentionally restricts the enforcement of federal 
immigration laws to less than the full extent permitted by fed-
eral law, shall be jointly and severally liable for the tortious 
injury to persons or property caused by an illegal alien within 
such locality. 
Patron - Black

SB1354  Comprehensive plan; telecommunications 
towers and facilities; Planning District 8. Provides that 
localities in Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia) have the 
option to enact ordinances that deem proposed telecommunica-
tions towers or facilities constructed by certain entities to be 
substantially in accord with the comprehensive plan if any such 
proposed telecommunications tower or facility is located in a 
zoning district that allows such telecommunications towers or 
facilities by right, in which case local planning commission 
approval shall not be required. Under existing law, commission 
approval is not required for such proposed telecommunications 
towers and facilities statewide.  
Patron - Favola

SB1373 Group homes. Provides that any entity 
intending to locate a public or private detention home, group 
home, or other residential care facility in a locality shall give 
the chief administrative officer of that locality and the presi-
dent of any home owner's association for the neighborhood in 
which such public or private detention home, group home, or 
other residential care facility is to be located at least 90 days 
written notice prior to the issuance of the license. The bill also 
states that no initial license to operate a public or private deten-
tion home, group home, or other residential care facility shall 
be granted if (i) the facility is to be located within one-half mile 
of a public or private licensed day care center or a public or pri-
vate K-12 school and (ii) the residents of such facility may 
include persons who, on the basis of a prior record of criminal 
charges involving harm to persons or property or a finding of 
not guilty by reason of insanity for crimes involving harm to 
persons or property, may constitute a clear and present threat to 
the health or safety of other individuals, except when such ser-
vice is provided by a hospital licensed by the Board of Health 
or the Commissioner or is owned or operated by an agency of 
the Commonwealth. Other provisions of the bill relate to the 
validity of restrictive covenants that prohibit owners from 
using, or renting a dwelling for another entity to use, their 
premises to house a person or persons who, on the basis of a 
prior record of criminal convictions involving harm to persons 
or property or a finding of not guilty by reason of insanity 
involving harm to persons or property, may constitute a clear 

and present threat to the health or safety of other individuals in 
the neighborhood. 
Patron - Norment

SB1515   Existing buildings; manual entry door 
hardware. Authorizes a locality to require property owners by 
ordinance to install manual entry door hardware in any build-
ing located in its jurisdiction where such fitting is affordable 
and readily achievable. The bill excludes historic buildings.  
Patron - Wagner

SB1529  Zoning; aquaculture in agricultural zone; 
preexisting use. Provides that any aquaculture use that was 
established on property that was zoned as an agricultural dis-
trict at the time, but later was rezoned to disallow agriculture, 
is a valid nonconforming use of the property. The bill also 
amends a 2014 Act of Assembly that expanded the definition 
of agricultural products to provide that the act was declaratory 
of existing law.  
Patron - Vogel

SB1569 Water and sewer connection fees; calcula-
tion factors. Changes the standard a locality may use to calcu-
late the charges for water and sewer connection services from 
fair and reasonable to practicable and equitable defined by a 
number of factors. The bill has a delayed effective date of Jan-
uary 1, 2018. 
Patron - Reeves

SB1579 Short-term rental of property. Affirms the 
rights of localities to regulate the short-term rental of property, 
defined as the provision of space suitable for sleeping or lodg-
ing for fewer than 30 days. If a locality allows short-term rent-
als, the locality shall require that the person offering property 
for rental notify adjacent landowners in writing, obtain local 
permission to offer the property for rental, and carry a mini-
mum of $500,000 of commercial premises liability insurance. 
If a locality prohibits short-term rentals, any person or entity, 
including an online hosting platform, that advertises the avail-
ability of a short-term rental in the locality shall be subject to a 
$10,000 fine per violation. This bill was incorporated into SB 
1578.
Patron - Stanley

Courts Not of Record

Passed

HB1652 City of Richmond general district court; 
concurrent criminal jurisdiction. Provides that the separate 
division of the City of Richmond general district court that is 
operated south of the James River shall have concurrent juris-
diction over criminal matters arising in that part of the city, not 
exclusive jurisdiction over such matters. This bill is identical to 
SB 1273.
Patron - Loupassi
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HB2287 Confidentiality of Department of Juvenile 
Justice records; gang task forces. Permits the Department of 
Juvenile Justice to disclose, at its discretion, the social reports 
and records of children who are committed to the Department 
to a gang task force, provided that its membership (i) consists 
of only representatives of state or local government or (ii) 
includes a law-enforcement officer who is present at the time 
of the disclosure. This bill is identical to SB 1288.
Patron - Collins

SB1273 City of Richmond general district court; 
concurrent criminal jurisdiction. Provides that the separate 
division of the City of Richmond general district court that is 
operated south of the James River shall have concurrent juris-
diction over criminal matters arising in that part of the city, not 
exclusive jurisdiction over such matters. This bill is identical to 
HB 1652.
Patron - McDougle

SB1288 Confidentiality of Department of Juvenile 
Justice records; gang task forces. Permits the Department of 
Juvenile Justice to disclose, at its discretion, the social reports 
and records of children who are committed to the Department 
to a gang task force, provided that its membership (i) consists 
of only representatives of state or local government or (ii) 
includes a law-enforcement officer who is present at the time 
of the disclosure. This bill is identical to HB 2287.
Patron - McDougle

SB1342 District courts; attorney fees. Provides that 
the jurisdictional limit for general district courts does not 
include any attorney fees. The bill requires that the amount of 
an appeal bond required for appeals from a district court 
include any amount awarded for attorney fees in the case. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1343 Reimbursement for cost of guardian ad 
litem. Codifies the requirement that, for cases in which a 
guardian ad litem has been appointed to represent a child, a 
judge shall order a parent, or other party with a legitimate 
interest who has filed a petition in such case, to reimburse the 
Commonwealth for the costs of the guardian. The bill provides 
that if a party is unable to pay, the judge may reduce or elimi-
nate the reimbursement. The bill further provides that the 
Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court shall administer the 
guardian ad litem program and report semiannually to the 
money committees the amounts paid and the amounts reim-
bursed under the program. This bill incorporates SB 1488.
Patron - Surovell

SB1360  Department of Military Affairs; civil 
actions. Authorizes certain employees of the Department of 
Military Affairs to prepare, execute, file, and have served cer-
tain civil documents without the intervention of an attorney. 
The bill provides that its provisions do not authorize a nonat-
torney to file any legal document not specifically set forth in 
the bill.   
Patron - Reeves

Failed

HB1523  Appointment of substitute judges; district 
courts. Requires substitute judges for the general district and 
juvenile and domestic relations district courts to be appointed 
by the chief judges of those courts instead of the chief judge of 
the circuit court.   
Patron - Miyares

HB1765  Appeal to circuit court; failure to appear. 
Provides that if any person convicted of a misdemeanor in a 
general district court, a juvenile and domestic relations district 
court, or a court of limited jurisdiction perfects an appeal and 
(i) fails to appear in circuit court at the time for setting the 
appeal for trial, (ii) fails to appear in circuit court on the trial 
date, or (iii) absconds from the jurisdiction, the circuit court 
shall enter an order affirming the judgment of the lower court, 
and the clerk shall tax the costs as provided by statute.  
Patron - Bulova

HB1957  Standards for guardians ad litem 
appointed in custody and visitation cases; certification 
form. Requires a guardian ad litem appointed in a custody or 
visitation proceeding to submit to the court a form certifying 
that he has complied with all applicable standards for attorneys 
appointed as guardians ad litem. The bill directs the Judicial 
Council of Virginia, in conjunction with the Virginia State Bar 
and the Virginia Bar Association, to promulgate such a form by 
July 1, 2018.  
Patron - Ingram

HB2063  Pretrial appeal by the Commonwealth.
Expands pretrial appeal by an attorney for the Commonwealth 
to include an appeal on the constitutionality of a ruling by a 
juvenile and domestic relations district court in a case in which 
a juvenile is to be tried for an offense that would be a felony if 
committed by an adult. The bill provides that such appeal shall 
be heard by the circuit court. If the juvenile and domestic rela-
tions district court's ruling is affirmed, the attorney for the 
Commonwealth may appeal the circuit court's decision to the 
Court of Appeals, and such decision shall be final. If the circuit 
court finds that the juvenile and domestic relations court erred, 
the circuit court shall remand the case for trial consistent with 
the circuit court's ruling.  
Patron - Mullin

HB2071  Juvenile records; expungement; certain 
felony larceny offenses. Provides for the expungement of 
juvenile records for certain offenses that would be felony lar-
ceny if committed by an adult if the juvenile has not been adju-
dicated delinquent of any other felony larceny offense and the 
amount of the goods or chattels taken by the juvenile was less 
than $750. Under current law, juvenile records of all delinquent 
acts that would be a felony if committed by an adult are 
retained.  
Patron - Watts

HB2157  Third or subsequent violation of family 
abuse protective order; private security services. Authorizes 
courts, upon a defendant's third or subsequent violation of cer-
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tain family abuse protective orders against the same victim, to 
modify such order to require that the defendant provide private 
security services for the victim.  
Patron - Rasoul

HB2292 Judicial training; law related to rights of 
persons of legitimate interest in custody and visitation pro-
ceedings. Directs the Office of the Executive Secretary of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia to require that all juvenile and 
domestic relations district court judges receive training, at least 
once during each six-year judicial term, on the rights of per-
sons of legitimate interest in child custody and visitation pro-
ceedings.  
Patron - McQuinn

SB1065  General district court judges; 25th Judi-
cial District. Increases from three to four the number of judges 
in the general district court of the 25th Judicial District effec-
tive July 1, 2017. Current law creates this seat effective July 1, 
2018.   
Patron - Deeds

SB1155  Termination of parental rights; manufac-
ture of methamphetamine. Includes in the definition of 
"severe abuse" knowingly allowing a child to be present during 
the manufacture or attempted manufacture of methamphet-
amine. Severe abuse is included in the definition of "aggra-
vated circumstances"; under current law, a finding of 
aggravated circumstances can lead to termination of parental 
rights under certain conditions.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1190  Judicial training; law related to rights of 
persons of legitimate interest in custody and visitation pro-
ceedings. Directs the Office of the Executive Secretary of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia to require that all juvenile and 
domestic relations district court judges receive training, at least 
once during each six-year judicial term, on the rights of per-
sons of legitimate interest in child custody and visitation pro-
ceedings.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1356  Informal truancy plans. Provides that a stu-
dent may have multiple discretionary diversions for truancy so 
long as no previous diversion occurred during the same school 
year. The bill extends the time frame for an informal truancy 
plan from 90 days to 120 days.   
Patron - Locke

SB1488 Reimbursement for cost of guardian ad 
litem. Requires a judge, in cases in which a guardian ad litem 
has been appointed for a child, to order the parent, parents, 
adoptive parent or parents of the child, or any other person 
with a legitimate interest who has filed a petition with the 
court, to reimburse the Commonwealth for the costs of the 
guardian ad litem. The bill provides that if a party is unable to 
pay, the judge may reduce or eliminate the reimbursement. 
This bill was incorporated into SB 1343.
Patron - Marsden

SB1592  Juvenile and domestic relations district 
court; jurisdiction over juveniles who are not lawfully pres-
ent in the United States. Prohibits the juvenile and domestic 
relations district court from making a determination that it is 
not in a juvenile's best interest to return to his home country 
when such juvenile is not lawfully present in the United States 
and when the purpose of making such determination is for the 
juvenile's eligibility for special immigrant juvenile classifica-
tion. The bill exempts decisions made by the court for the pur-
poses of the Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 
Enforcement Act and the Hague Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adop-
tion of 1993, as amended.   
Patron - Black

Courts of Record

Passed

HB1630 Report of money kept by clerk; money 
held recorded in civil law book; recording in the order 
book. Requires the clerk to make available to the Auditor of 
Public Accounts a copy of the annual report that the clerk is 
currently required to provide to the court regarding the receipt 
of money by the clerk. The bill further directs the clerk to 
record (i) trust fund orders and (ii) the annual trust fund report 
regarding the receipt of money in the civil order book. The bill 
removes the requirement that such recordings are in addition 
to, but not in lieu of, any other required recording.
Patron - Habeeb

HB1713 Online access to nonconfidential court 
records; date of birth verification. Provides that the Supreme 
Court and any other court clerk may provide online access to 
subscribers who have entered into an agreement with the clerk 
to have secure remote access to court records of nonconfiden-
tial criminal case information to confirm the complete date of 
birth of a defendant. This bill is identical to SB 1044.
Patron - Minchew

HB2035 Electronic filing of land records; fee for 
paper filing. Provides that a clerk of a circuit court that has 
established an electronic filing system for land records may 
charge a fee not to exceed $5 per instrument for every land 
record filed by paper. This bill is identical to SB 870.
Patron - Miller

HB2324  Payment of jurors; prepaid debit card or 
card account. Adds payment by credit to a prepaid debit card 
or card account to the methods by which a juror may be paid. 
The bill requires that, where such method is used, such card or 
card account permit the juror to make at least one withdrawal 
or transfer without incurring a fee. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations. 
Patron - Yost

HB2328 Inability to pay fees or costs on account of 
poverty; guidelines. Requires the court to use the guidelines 
for determining indigency for the appointment of counsel in 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2292
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1065
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1155
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1190
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1356
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1488
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1592
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1630
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1713
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2035
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2324
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2328


Courts of Record 54  2017 Session Summary
determining a person's inability to pay fees or costs on account 
of poverty in a civil action. This bill is identical to SB 1305.
Patron - Collins

SB870 Electronic filing of land records; fee for 
paper filing. Provides that a clerk of a circuit court that has 
established an electronic filing system for land records may 
charge a fee not to exceed $5 per instrument for every land 
record filed by paper. This bill is identical to HB 2035.
Patron - Stuart

SB928  Substitute judges. Removes the prohibition 
against substitute judges sitting in the courts in which they reg-
ularly practice.  
Patron - Petersen

SB946 Appeal to Supreme Court; time frame for fil-
ing of petition. Expresses the time frame within which peti-
tions for appeal from a final judgment of a trial court or the 
State Corporation Commission to the Supreme Court shall be 
filed, currently expressed in months, in an equivalent number 
of days. As introduced, the bill is a recommendation of the 
Judicial Council. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB947 Petition for appeal to Supreme Court; time 
period within which petition must be presented. Authorizes 
the Supreme Court of Virginia to grant a 30-day extension of 
the deadline for presentation of the petition for appeal in all 
cases for good cause shown. Under current law, the Court may 
grant an extension in criminal cases only. The bill also 
expresses time periods, currently expressed as months, in an 
equivalent number of days to reduce ambiguity. This bill is a 
recommendation of the Judicial Council of Virginia. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB1044 Online access to nonconfidential court 
records; date of birth verification. Provides that the Supreme 
Court and any other court clerk may provide online access to 
subscribers who have entered into an agreement with the clerk 
to have secure remote access to court records of nonconfiden-
tial criminal case information to confirm the complete date of 
birth of a defendant. This bill is identical to HB 1713.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1305 Inability to pay fees or costs on account of 
poverty; guidelines. Requires the court to use the guidelines 
for determining indigency for the appointment of counsel in 
determining a person's inability to pay fees or costs on account 
of poverty in a civil action. This bill is identical to HB 2328.
Patron - Vogel

Failed

HB1427  Circuit courts; number of circuit court 
judges in the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Circuits.
Reduces the maximum number of circuit court judges in the 
Twenty-second Circuit from five to four and removes the pro-
vision for the future reduction in the number of circuit court 
judges in the Twenty-first Circuit from three to two. The bill 

also removes the requirement that the Judicial Council study 
and report on the need for additional judges before a new 
judgeship may be created.   
Patron - Poindexter

HB1487  Maximum number of circuit court 
judges; 19th Judicial Circuit. Reduces from 15 to 14 the 
maximum number of circuit court judges in the 19th Judicial 
Circuit (Fairfax, Fairfax County), effective July 1, 2018, or 
upon the death, resignation, or retirement of any judge of that 
court, whichever occurs later.   
Patron - Albo

HB1794  Public accessibility of case management 
system. Requires the case management system operated and 
maintained by the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court of 
Virginia to be open to the public for inspection. The bill pro-
vides that the case management system shall be searchable by 
party name, charge (for criminal cases), filing type (for civil 
cases), hearing date, and case number across all localities and 
that the entire compilation of records contained in the system 
shall be made available.  
Patron - Simon

HB1844  Executive Secretary of the Supreme 
Court; case information system. Requires the Executive Sec-
retary to maintain a free online statewide name-searchable case 
information system of all criminal cases in the circuit courts, 
general district courts, and adult criminal cases in the juvenile 
and domestic relations district courts of the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Ransone

HB2307  Cover sheet for deed; property subject to 
the Property Owners' Association Act. Requires the cover 
sheet for a deed where the instrument to be recorded is a decla-
ration creating a development that is subject to the Property 
Owners' Association Act to contain an acknowledgment of the 
review of best practices for the contents of declarations pub-
lished by the Common Interest Community Board.  
Patron - Bulova

HB2385  Assessed court costs; electronic summons 
system. Requires, in any criminal or traffic case in which the 
Virginia State Police issued the summons, ticket, or citation, 
executed the warrant, or made the arrest for a violation of any 
statute, an additional assessment of $5 as part of the costs, 
which shall be remitted to the state treasury to be placed in a 
fund for the Virginia State Police solely to fund software, hard-
ware, and associated equipment costs for the implementation 
and maintenance of an electronic summons system. Current 
law allows localities to assess such a sum.   
Patron - Lingamfelter

SB794   City of Chesapeake; pilot program for 
problem-solving docket. Authorizes the City of Chesapeake 
to establish a pilot program to promote public safety and 
reduce recidivism by creating a problem-solving docket to 
address substance abuse, mental illness, issues unique to mili-
tary service experienced by veterans, and issues related to pre-
viously incarcerated persons. The bill directs the Department 
of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, the Depart-
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ment for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Services to provide assistance to the City of 
Chesapeake as requested. The bill provides for the City of 
Chesapeake to report on the pilot program to the Commission-
ers of the assisting agencies on or before November 30, 2018. 
The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2019.   
Patron - Cosgrove

SB807  Circuit courts; number of circuit court 
judges in the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Circuits.
Reduces the maximum number of circuit court judges in the 
Twenty-second Circuit from five to four and removes the pro-
vision for the future reduction in the number of circuit court 
judges in the Twenty-first Circuit from three to two. The bill 
also removes the requirement that the Judicial Council study 
and report on the need for additional judges before a new 
judgeship may be created.  
Patron - Stanley

SB879 Retired circuit court judges under recall; 
qualification by Committees for Courts of Justice. Requires 
that retired circuit court judges sitting as substitutes be found 
qualified every three years by the Courts Committees instead 
of authorized by the Chief Justice. The bill provides that the 
Chief Justice may call upon and authorize any circuit court 
judge whose retirement becomes effective during the interim 
period between regularly scheduled sessions of the General 
Assembly to sit in recall. The bill has a delayed effective date 
of July 1, 2018. 
Patron - Stuart

Crimes and Offenses Generally

Passed

HB1404 Activation of fire alarms; reimbursement 
of expenses; penalty. Removes the condition that a building 
must be for public use in order for the Class 1 misdemeanor for 
maliciously activating a building's fire alarm to apply. The bill 
authorizes any locality to provide by ordinance that a person 
convicted of maliciously activating a fire alarm shall be liable 
for the reasonable expense in responding to such a fire alarm. 
Current law allows such an ordinance to impose liability for 
the reasonable expense of an emergency response to an imita-
tion version of a weapon of terrorism, fire bomb, other explo-
sive device, bomb threat, or incitement of a bomb threat. The 
bill increases the maximum amount that a locality or volunteer 
emergency medical services agency may recover under such an 
ordinance from $1,000 to $2,500. This bill is identical to SB 
1054.
Patron - Cole

HB1432 Carrying a switchblade knife; exception.
Authorizes any person to carry a switchblade knife concealed 
when such knife is carried for the purpose of engaging in a 
lawful profession or lawful recreational activity the perfor-
mance of which is aided by the use of a switchblade knife. The 
bill removes switchblade knives from the list of weapons the 
selling, bartering, giving, or furnishing of which is a Class 4 

misdemeanor. This bill is identical to SB 1347.  This bill was 
vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Ware

HB1466 Renewal of concealed handgun permits; 
notice. Provides that if a clerk has an electronic system for the 
application for and issuance of concealed handgun permits and 
such system has the capability of sending electronic notices to 
a permit holder, the clerk shall send the permit holder an elec-
tronic email notice that the permit will expire at least 90 days 
prior to such expiration. The bill provides that such notice shall 
be sent only if the applicant provides his email or other elec-
tronic address on his permit application, which shall request 
but not require this information. The bill provides further that 
any failure to send or receive such notice does not extend the 
validity of the existing permit beyond its expiration date. 
Patron - Fowler

HB1485 Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to chil-
dren; penalty. Includes in the list of certain sex offenses that 
prohibit a person convicted of such offenses from being or 
residing in proximity to schools and certain other property 
where children congregate or from working on school property 
any offense similar to such offenses under the laws of any for-
eign country or political subdivision thereof or the United 
States or any political subdivision thereof. The prohibition 
regarding residing in proximity to a school that is predicated 
upon an offense similar to any offense under the laws of any 
foreign country or any political subdivision thereof, or the 
United States or any political subdivision thereof, only applies 
to residences established on and after July 1, 2017.
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1493 Definition of sales draft; credit card 
offenses; penalty. Includes within the definition of "sales 
draft," with regard to offenses relating to credit cards, the elec-
tronic form evidencing a purchase of goods, services, or a thing 
of value. A person convicted of forgery of such a sales draft is 
guilty of a Class 5 felony.
Patron - Hope

HB1580 Possession of child pornography by 
employees of the Department of Social Services. Provides 
that an employee of the Department of Social Services or a 
local department of social services may, in the course of con-
ducting his professional duties, lawfully possess child pornog-
raphy for a bona fide purpose. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1582 Concealed handgun permits; age require-
ment for persons on active military duty. Allows a person at 
least 18 years of age but less than 21 years of age to apply for a 
concealed handgun permit if he is on active military duty or 
has received an honorable discharge from the United States 
Armed Forces or the Virginia National Guard and has com-
pleted basic training as a part of his military service. The bill 
allows reciprocity under the same circumstances for a nonresi-
dent who carries a concealed handgun or weapons permit rec-
ognized in the Commonwealth. Current law requires that 
residents and nonresidents be at least 21 years of age to carry a 
concealed handgun.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Campbell
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HB1791 Conspiracy; incitement, etc., to riot; pub-
lic safety personnel; penalty. Provides that any person who 
conspires with others to cause or produce a riot against, or 
directs or incites other persons who participate in a riot to acts 
of force or violence against, a law-enforcement officer, fire-
fighter, volunteer firefighter, or emergency medical services 
personnel, engaged in the performance of his public duties, or a 
member of the Virginia National Guard or the Virginia Defense 
Force on official state or federal duty is guilty of a Class 3 fel-
ony. The bill also eliminates the existing provision that prohib-
its any person from soliciting other persons to participate in a 
riot. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1815 Computer trespass; government comput-
ers and computers used for public utilities; penalty. 
Increases the Class 1 misdemeanor computer trespass crimes to 
a Class 6 felony if the computer affected is one that is exclu-
sively for the use of, or used by or for, the Commonwealth, a 
local government within the Commonwealth, or certain public 
utilities. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1849 Concealed handgun permit; permit 
requirements. Provides that a concealed handgun permit shall 
be of a size comparable to a Virginia driver's license and may 
be laminated or use a similar process to protect the permit. 
Current law requires that the permit be no larger than two 
inches wide by three and one-fourth inches long.
Patron - Gilbert

HB1851 Assault and battery against a family or 
household member; deferred disposition; waiver of appeal.
Provides that a person charged with a first offense of assault 
against a family or household member who consents to proba-
tion and a deferred disposition of the charge has no right of 
appeal if he is subsequently found guilty of the original charge 
for a violation of the terms of his probation. The bill provides 
that the order for the deferred disposition shall be stayed by the 
court for 14 days and placed on the court's docket for review 
and that such person may withdraw his consent to the waiver of 
appeal at any point prior to the date set for review of the order. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Gilbert

HB1852 Carrying concealed handguns; protective 
orders. Authorizes any person 21 years of age or older who is 
not prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or transporting a 
firearm and is protected by an unexpired protective order to 
carry a concealed handgun for 45 days after the protective 
order was issued. The bill provides that if the person issued the 
protective order applies for a concealed handgun permit during 
such 45-day period, such person will be authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun for an additional 45 days and be given a 
copy of the certified application, which shall serve as a de facto 
concealed handgun permit. The bill requires such person to 
have the order or certified application and photo identification 
on his person when carrying a concealed handgun and to dis-
play them upon demand by a law-enforcement officer; failure 
to do so is punishable by a $25 civil penalty. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1299.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Gilbert

HB1853 Victims of domestic violence, etc.; fire-
arms safety or training course. Creates the Virginia Firearms 
Safety and Training for Sexual and Domestic Violence Victims 
Fund. The bill provides that the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services may distribute funds from the Fund to reimburse 
an entity that offers a firearms safety or training course or class 
approved by the Department free of charge to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual abuse, stalking, or family abuse. The 
Department would not be permitted to issue reimbursements in 
excess of the amount available in the Fund. The bill also 
requires that, upon the issuance of a protective order, the peti-
tioner for the order be provided with a list of such approved 
courses or classes. This bill is identical to SB 1300.  This bill 
was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Gilbert

HB1921 Assault and battery; health care provid-
ers; penalty. Expands the penalty for battery against a health 
care provider who is engaged in the performance of his duties 
to apply in hospitals or in emergency rooms on the premises of 
any clinic or other facility rendering emergency care. Under 
current law, the penalties only apply to a battery against an 
emergency health care provider. The bill requires the Depart-
ment of Health to work with stakeholder groups to develop 
guidelines regarding the publication of penalties for battery on 
a health care provider and for the training of health care profes-
sionals and providers in violence prevention programs. This 
bill is identical to SB 973. 
Patron - Robinson

HB1931 Fare enforcement inspectors. Provides for 
the appointment of fare enforcement inspectors to enforce pay-
ment of fares for use of mass transit facilities operated any-
where in the Commonwealth. Currently, fare enforcement 
inspectors may be appointed only in Planning District 8 
(Northern Virginia). Under current law, failure of a transit user 
to pay the fare or produce proof of fare payment to such fare 
enforcement inspectors carries a civil penalty of not more than 
$100. This bill is identical to SB 1172.
Patron - Carr

HB2051 Driver's license; marijuana possession.
Revises the existing provision that a person loses his driver's 
license for six months when convicted of or placed on deferred 
disposition for a drug offense to provide that the provision does 
not apply to deferred disposition of simple possession of mari-
juana. The exception applies only to adults; juveniles will still 
be subject to license suspension. The bill provides that a court 
retains the discretion to suspend or revoke the driver's license 
of a person placed on deferred disposition for simple posses-
sion of marijuana and must suspend or revoke for six months 
the driver's license of such person who was operating a motor 
vehicle at the time of the offense. The bill also requires that 
such a person whose driver's license is not suspended or 
revoked perform 50 hours of community service in addition to 
any community service ordered as part of the deferred disposi-
tion. The provisions of the bill are contingent upon written 
assurance from the U.S. Department of Transportation that Vir-
ginia will not lose any federal funds as a result of implementa-
tion of the bill. This bill is identical to SB 1091. 
Patron - Adams
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HB2064 Assault and battery against a family or 
household member; eligibility for first offender status. Pre-
cludes a person who has been convicted of any felony defined 
as an act of violence from being eligible for first offender sta-
tus for assault and battery against a family or household mem-
ber unless the attorney for the Commonwealth does not object 
to the person being placed on first offender status. Under cur-
rent law, only prior convictions for assault and battery against a 
family or household member serve as a disqualifier. 
Patron - Mullin

HB2177 Charitable Gaming Board; exempt 
rulemaking for certain regulations. Provides that Charitable 
Gaming Board regulations relating to charitable gaming devel-
opment, including game variations for the conduct of raffles, 
bingo, network bingo, and instant bingo games, shall be 
exempt from the Administrative Process Act, provided that (i) 
such variations result in games that are consistent with the pro-
visions of charitable gaming law and Board regulations, (ii) 
such regulations are published and posted, and (iii) the Board 
files a copy of any such regulations with the Registrar of Regu-
lations. This bill is identical to SB 1509.
Patron - Hodges

HB2231 Ignition interlock; duration; installation.
Provides that the period of time during which a person is (i) 
prohibited from operating a motor vehicle that is not equipped 
with an ignition interlock system or (ii) required to have an 
ignition interlock system installed on each motor vehicle 
owned by or registered to him is calculated from the date the 
court issues him a restricted license. The bill further provides 
that this period of time is tolled upon the expiration of the 
restricted license issued by the court until such time as the per-
son is issued a restricted license by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles. 
Patron - Miller

HB2308 Carrying a concealed handgun; retired 
conservation officers. Adds conservation officers retired from 
the Department of Conservation and Recreation to the list of 
retired persons eligible to carry a concealed handgun without a 
permit. This bill is identical to SB 1465.
Patron - Wright

HB2325 Application for a concealed handgun per-
mit; photo identification. Requires applicants for a concealed 
handgun permit to present one valid form of government-
issued photo identification issued by a governmental agency of 
the Commonwealth or by the U.S. Department of Defense or 
U.S. State Department (passport). The bill removes the require-
ment that the application be made under oath before a notary. 
Patron - Fariss

HB2327 DUI; implied consent; refusal of blood or 
breath tests. Eliminates the criminal penalties for refusing to 
submit to a blood test to determine the alcohol or drug content 
of a defendant's blood upon arrest for a DUI-related offense 
under the law on implied consent. The bill also increases to a 
Class 1 misdemeanor the criminal penalty for refusing to sub-
mit to a breath test under the law on implied consent for an 
offense committed within 10 years of a prior offense of refusal 
or of another DUI-related offense. The bill also extends to 

blood tests performed by the Department of Forensic Science 
pursuant to a search warrant the rebuttable presumption that a 
person is intoxicated based on the person's blood alcohol level 
demonstrated by such tests. The bill also provides that an 
application for a search warrant to perform a blood test on a 
person suspected of committing a DUI-related offense shall be 
given priority over other matters pending before the judge or 
magistrate. Finally, the bill establishes a rebuttable presump-
tion applicable in a civil case for punitive damages for injuries 
caused by an intoxicated driver that a person who has con-
sumed alcohol knew or should have known that his ability to 
drive was or would be impaired by such consumption. This bill 
is in response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Birchfield 
v. North Dakota, 136 S. Ct. 2160 (2016). The bill contains an 
emergency clause.
Patron - Collins

HB2350 Use of electronic device to trespass; peep-
ing into dwelling or occupied building; penalty. Punishes as 
a Class 1 misdemeanor the use of an electronic device to enter 
the property of another to secretly or furtively peep or spy or 
attempt to peep or spy into a dwelling or occupied building 
located on such property, unless such use occurs pursuant to a 
lawful criminal investigation.
Patron - Minchew

HB2369  Concealed handgun permit; change of 
address. Replaces the requirement that a concealed carry per-
mit holder present proof of a new address with a requirement 
that the permit holder present written notice of the change of 
address on a form provided by the Department of State Police 
for a court to issue a replacement concealed handgun permit 
due to a change of address.   
Patron - Pogge

HB2374 Charitable gaming; conduct of raffles.
Increases from one to three the number of times per calendar 
year that a qualified organization qualified as a tax-exempt 
organization pursuant to § 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code 
may conduct a raffle for a prize consisting of a lot improved by 
a residential dwelling where 100 percent of the moneys 
received from such a raffle, less deductions for the fair market 
value for the cost of acquisition of the land and materials, are 
donated to lawful religious, charitable, community, or educa-
tional organizations specifically chartered or organized under 
the laws of the Commonwealth and qualified as a § 501(c) tax-
exempt organization. The bill also provides that no more than 
one such raffle shall be conducted in any one geographical 
region of the Commonwealth.
Patron - Knight

HB2410 Providing support to terrorist organiza-
tions; penalty. Provides that any person who knowingly pro-
vides any material support to an individual or organization 
whose primary objective is to commit an act of terrorism and 
does so with the intent to further such objective is guilty of a 
Class 3 felony. If the provision of such material support results 
in the death of any person, the penalty is increased to a Class 2 
felony. The bill also expands the definition of an act of terror-
ism to include an act committed outside the Commonwealth 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2064
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2177
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2231
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2308
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2325
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2327
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2350
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2369
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2374
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2410


Crimes and Offenses Generally 58  2017 Session Summary
that would meet the definition of an act of violence if such act 
was committed within the Commonwealth. 
Patron - Gilbert

HB2424 Carrying concealed weapons; former 
attorneys for the Commonwealth and assistant attorneys 
for the Commonwealth. Exempts from the prohibition on car-
rying a concealed handgun a retired or resigned attorney for the 
Commonwealth or assistant attorney for the Commonwealth 
who (i) was not terminated for cause and served at least 10 
years prior to his retirement or resignation; (ii) during the most 
recent 12-month period, has met, at his own expense, the stan-
dards for qualification in firearms training for active law-
enforcement officers in the Commonwealth; (iii) carries with 
him written proof of consultation with and favorable review of 
the need to carry a concealed handgun issued by the attorney 
for the Commonwealth from whose office he retired or 
resigned; and (iv) meets the requirements of a "qualified retired 
law enforcement officer" pursuant to the federal Law Enforce-
ment Officers Safety Act of 2004 (18 U.S.C. § 926C). The bill 
provides that a retired or resigned attorney for the Common-
wealth or assistant attorney for the Commonwealth who has 
received such proof of consultation and favorable review shall 
have the opportunity to annually participate, at his expense, in 
the same training and testing to carry firearms as is required of 
active law-enforcement officers in the Commonwealth.
Patron - Miller

HB2429 Purchase, possession, or transportation of 
firearms; petition to restore right. Provides that any person 
who is not a resident of the Commonwealth and who is prohib-
ited from purchasing, possessing, or transporting any firearm 
in the Commonwealth due to an acquittal by reason of insanity, 
being adjudicated mentally incompetent or incapacitated, or 
being involuntarily admitted or ordered to outpatient treatment 
may petition for the restoration of such rights in the general 
district court of the city or county in which the most recent of 
such proceedings occurred. Current law provides that a person 
so prohibited may petition for the restoration of such rights in 
the general district court of the city or county in which he 
resides.
Patron - O'Quinn

SB817 Restricted driver's license; purposes. Adds 
travel to and from a job interview to the list of purposes for the 
issuance of a restricted driver's license. The bill provides that a 
person issued a restricted driver's license for this purpose is 
required to maintain on his person written proof from the pro-
spective employer of the date, time, and location of the job 
interview. 
Patron - Surovell

SB865  Furnishing certain weapons to minor; 
exemption. Exempts the transfer of a dirk, switchblade knife, 
or bowie knife between family members or for the purpose of 
engaging in a sporting event or activity from the current prohi-
bition against selling, bartering, giving, or furnishing such 
weapons to a minor.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor. 
Patron - Stuart

SB889  Concealed handgun permit fees; exemp-
tions; retired probation and parole officers. Exempts retired 

probation and parole officers who have completed 15 years of 
service from concealed handgun permit application fees.  
Patron - Chafin

SB904 Carrying weapon into courthouse; Workers' 
Compensation commissioner or deputy commissioner 
exempt. Provides an exception from the prohibition against 
carrying a weapon into courthouses in the Commonwealth for 
a commissioner or deputy commissioner of the Workers' Com-
pensation Commission while in the conduct of official duties.
Patron - Obenshain

SB906  Introduction of snakehead fish; penalty. Pro-
hibits the introduction of snakehead fish from any location into 
state waters. Current law only prohibits the introduction of 
snakehead fish from outside the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Surovell

SB973 Assault and battery; health care providers; 
penalty. Expands the penalty for battery against a health care 
provider who is engaged in the performance of his duties to 
apply in hospitals or in emergency rooms on the premises of 
any clinic or other facility rendering emergency care. Under 
current law, the penalties only apply to a battery against an 
emergency health care provider. The bill requires the Depart-
ment of Health to work with stakeholder groups to develop 
guidelines regarding the publication of penalties for battery on 
a health care provider and for the training of health care profes-
sionals and providers in violence prevention programs. This 
bill is identical to HB 1921. 
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1023 Concealed handgun permits; sharing of 
information. Prohibits sharing of information regarding Vir-
ginia concealed handgun permits in the Virginia Criminal 
Information Network with law enforcement in states that do 
not recognize a Virginia concealed handgun permit as valid in 
the state. The bill requires the Department of State Police to 
maintain and publish online a list of states that recognize a Vir-
ginia concealed handgun permit as valid in the state. The bill 
does not create a private cause of action. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Stuart

SB1054 Activation of fire alarms; reimbursement 
of expenses; penalty. Removes the condition that a building 
must be for public use in order for the Class 1 misdemeanor for 
maliciously activating a building's fire alarm to apply. The bill 
authorizes any locality to provide by ordinance that a person 
convicted of maliciously activating a fire alarm shall be liable 
for the reasonable expense in responding to such a fire alarm. 
Current law allows such an ordinance to impose liability for 
the reasonable expense of an emergency response to an imita-
tion version of a weapon of terrorism, fire bomb, other explo-
sive device, bomb threat, or incitement of a bomb threat. The 
bill increases the maximum amount that a locality or volunteer 
emergency medical services agency may recover under such an 
ordinance from $1,000 to $2,500. This bill is identical to HB 
1404.
Patron - Stuart
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SB1060 Female genital mutilation; criminal pen-
alty and civil action. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any 
person to knowingly circumcise, excise, or infibulate the labia 
major, labia minora, or clitoris of a minor. The bill makes it a 
Class 1 misdemeanor for any parent, guardian, or other person 
responsible for the care of a minor to consent to such circumci-
sion, excision, or infibulation. The bill also makes it a Class 1 
misdemeanor for any parent, guardian, or other person respon-
sible for the care of a minor to knowingly remove or cause or 
permit the removal of such minor from the Commonwealth for 
the purposes of performing such circumcision, excision, or 
infibulation. The bill also provides a civil cause of action for 
any person injured by such circumcision, excision, or infibula-
tion. The bill provides that any of these offenses shall be a sep-
arate and distinct offense and shall not preclude prosecution 
under any other statute.
Patron - Black

SB1091 Driver's license; marijuana possession. 
Revises the existing provision that a person loses his driver's 
license for six months when convicted of or placed on deferred 
disposition for a drug offense to provide that the provision does 
not apply to deferred disposition of simple possession of mari-
juana. The exception applies only to adults; juveniles will still 
be subject to license suspension. The bill provides that a court 
retains the discretion to suspend or revoke the driver's license 
of a person placed on deferred disposition for simple posses-
sion of marijuana and must suspend or revoke for six months 
the driver's license of such person who was operating a motor 
vehicle at the time of the offense. The bill also requires that 
such a person whose driver's license is not suspended or 
revoked perform 50 hours of community service in addition to 
any community service ordered as part of the deferred disposi-
tion. The provisions of the bill are contingent upon written 
assurance from the U.S. Department of Transportation that Vir-
ginia will not lose any federal funds as a result of implementa-
tion of the bill. This bill is identical to HB 2051. 
Patron - Ebbin

SB1154 Providing support to terrorist organiza-
tions; penalty. Provides that any person who knowingly pro-
vides any material support to an individual or organization 
whose primary objective is to commit an act of terrorism and 
does so with the intent to further such objective is guilty of a 
Class 3 felony. If the provision of such material support results 
in the death of any person, the penalty is increased to a Class 2 
felony. The bill also expands the definition of an act of terror-
ism to include an act committed outside the Commonwealth 
that would meet the definition of an act of violence if such act 
were committed within the Commonwealth. This bill incorpo-
rates SB 1052.
Patron - Reeves

SB1172 Fare enforcement inspectors. Provides for 
the appointment of fare enforcement inspectors to enforce pay-
ment of fares for use of mass transit facilities operated any-
where in the Commonwealth. Currently, fare enforcement 
inspectors may be appointed only in Planning District 8 
(Northern Virginia). Under current law, failure of a transit user 
to pay the fare or produce proof of fare payment to such fare 

enforcement inspectors carries a civil penalty of not more than 
$100. This bill is identical to HB 1931.
Patron - Dance

SB1299 Carrying concealed handguns; protective 
orders. Authorizes any person 21 years of age or older who is 
not prohibited from purchasing, possessing, or transporting a 
firearm and is protected by an unexpired protective order to 
carry a concealed handgun for 45 days after the protective 
order was issued. The bill provides that if the person issued the 
protective order applies for a concealed handgun permit during 
such 45-day period, such person will be authorized to carry a 
concealed handgun for an additional 45 days and be given a 
copy of the certified application, which shall serve as a de facto 
concealed handgun permit. The bill requires such person to 
have the order or certified application and photo identification 
on his person when carrying a concealed handgun and to dis-
play them upon demand by a law-enforcement officer; failure 
to do so is punishable by a $25 civil penalty. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1852.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Vogel

SB1300 Victims of domestic violence, etc.; firearms 
safety or training course. Creates the Virginia Firearms 
Safety and Training for Sexual and Domestic Violence Victims 
Fund. The bill provides that the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services may distribute funds from the Fund to reimburse 
an entity that offers a firearms safety or training course or class 
approved by the Department free of charge to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual abuse, stalking, or family abuse. The 
Department would not be permitted to issue reimbursements in 
excess of the amount available in the Fund. The bill also 
requires that, upon the issuance of a protective order, the peti-
tioner for the order be provided with a list of such approved 
courses or classes. This bill is identical to HB 1853.  This bill 
was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Vogel

SB1347 Carrying a switchblade knife; exception.
Authorizes any person to carry a switchblade knife concealed 
when such knife is carried for the purpose of engaging in a 
lawful profession or lawful recreational activity the perfor-
mance of which is aided by the use of a switchblade knife. The 
bill removes switchblade knives from the list of weapons the 
selling, bartering, giving, or furnishing of which is a Class 4 
misdemeanor. This bill is identical to HB 1432.  This bill was 
vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Reeves

SB1362 Carrying concealed weapons; exemption 
for nonduty status military personnel. Provides that a mem-
ber of the Virginia National Guard, Armed Forces of the 
United States, or Armed Forces Reserves of the United States 
in a nonduty status may carry a concealed weapon wherever 
such member may travel in the Commonwealth, provided that 
such member is carrying his valid military identification card.  
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Black

SB1465 Carrying a concealed handgun; retired 
conservation officers. Adds conservation officers retired from 
the Department of Conservation and Recreation to the list of 
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retired persons eligible to carry a concealed handgun without a 
permit. This bill is identical to HB 2308. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1509 Charitable Gaming Board; exempt 
rulemaking for certain regulations. Provides that Charitable 
Gaming Board regulations relating to the approval and conduct 
of game variations for raffles, bingo, network bingo, and 
instant bingo games shall be exempt from the Administrative 
Process Act, provided that (i) such variations result in games 
that are consistent with the provisions of charitable gaming law 
and Board regulations and (ii) such regulations are published 
and posted. This bill is identical to HB 2177.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1533 Possession of antique firearms; nonviolent 
felons. Permits nonviolent felons to possess, transport, and 
carry muzzle-loading firearms and black powder in a quantity 
not exceeding five pounds if it is intended to be used solely for 
sporting, recreational, or cultural purposes in muzzle-loading 
firearms. 
Patron - Obenshain

Failed

HB1403  Driving while intoxicated; subsequent 
offenses; penalty. Provides that a person who commits a third 
offense of driving while intoxicated within a 20-year period is 
guilty of a Class 6 felony and the punishment for a person who 
commits a fourth or subsequent offense within such period 
must include a mandatory minimum sentence of one year and a 
mandatory minimum fine of $1,000. Under current law, the rel-
evant time period for applying enhanced penalties for subse-
quent offenses is 10 years. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1406   Restoration of right to possess, etc., a 
firearm. Provides that a person convicted of a felony, other 
than a violent felony, whose civil rights have been restored is 
not required to petition a circuit court for an order to possess, 
transport, or carry a firearm, ammunition for a firearm, or a 
stun weapon. The bill provides that such person's right to pos-
sess, transport, or carry such items is automatically restored 
upon the restoration of his civil rights. The bill has an effective 
date of January 1, 2019, contingent upon voter approval of 
amendments to Article II, Section 1 and Article V, Section 12 
of the Constitution of Virginia at the November 2018 general 
election.  
Patron - Habeeb

HB1441  Financial exploitation of incapacitated 
persons; penalty. Expands the class of victims of the crime of 
financial exploitation of incapacitated persons to include per-
sons incapacitated due to physical illness or disability, 
advanced age, or other causes. The current law applies only to 
victims who suffer from mental incapacity. The bill also allows 
for forfeiture of personal property used in connection with the 
crime.   
Patron - Kory

HB1458  Local law enforcement; fees for concealed 
handgun permits; courthouse and courtroom security; 
assessment. Eliminates (i) the fee, under current law up to $35, 
that a local law-enforcement agency is permitted to charge for 
conducting the background investigation for a concealed hand-
gun permit and (ii) the requirement that the local law-enforce-
ment agency forward to the State Police any amount assessed 
by the FBI for providing criminal history record information in 
the background investigation. The bill makes discretionary the 
current mandatory fee of up to $10 charged by the clerk for 
processing a concealed handgun permit application or issuing a 
permit. The bill increases from $10 to $20 the maximum 
amount, designated solely to fund courthouse and courtroom 
security, that a local governing body may assess against a con-
victed defendant as part of the costs in a criminal or traffic case 
in district or circuit court.    
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1473 Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection 
Act; penalty. Creates the Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protec-
tion Act (the Act). The Act prohibits an abortion after 20 
weeks' gestation unless, in reasonable medical judgment, the 
mother has a condition that so complicates her medical condi-
tion as to necessitate the abortion to avert her death or to avert 
serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment 
of a major bodily function. When an abortion is not prohibited 
post-20 weeks' gestation, and if the woman elects to have an 
abortion, the physician is required to terminate the pregnancy 
in a manner that would provide the unborn child the best 
opportunity to survive. The bill punishes performance of an 
abortion in violation of the Act as a Class 4 felony. The bill 
also provides for civil remedies against a physician who per-
forms an abortion in violation of the Act.  
Patron - LaRock

HB1616 Felony homicide; certain drug offenses; 
penalty. Provides that a person is guilty of felony homicide, 
which constitutes second degree murder and is punishable by 
confinement of not less than five nor more than 40 years, if the 
underlying felonious act that resulted in the killing of another 
involved the manufacture, sale, gift, or distribution of a Sched-
ule I or II controlled substance to another and (i) such other 
person's death results from his use of the controlled substance 
and (ii) the controlled substance is the proximate cause of his 
death. The bill also provides that venue for a prosecution of 
this crime shall lie in the locality where the underlying felony 
occurred, where the use of the controlled substance occurred, 
or where death occurred. This bill serves to overrule the Court 
of Appeals of Virginia decision in Woodard v. Commonwealth,
61 Va. App. 567, 739 S.E.2d 220 (2013), aff'd, 287 Va. 276, 
754 S.E.2d 309 (2014). 
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1637  Possession or distribution of marijuana 
for medical purposes; Crohn's disease. Provides an affirma-
tive defense in a prosecution for the possession of marijuana if 
the marijuana is in the form of cannabidiol oil or THC-A oil 
possessed pursuant to a valid written certification issued by a 
practitioner of medicine or osteopathy licensed by the Board of 
Medicine for purposes of treating Crohn's disease or alleviating 
such patient's symptoms. The bill provides that a practitioner 
shall not be prosecuted for distribution of marijuana for the 
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treatment of or for alleviating the symptoms of Crohn's dis-
ease. 
Patron - Davis

HB1644  Driving under the influence; first offend-
ers; secure transdermal alcohol monitoring. Provides that in 
the case of an adult offender's first DUI conviction when the 
offender's blood alcohol content was less than 0.15, the court 
may, upon request of the offender, order that the offender (i) 
wear a transdermal alcohol monitoring device that continu-
ously monitors the person's blood alcohol level and (ii) refrain 
from alcohol consumption and that these shall be the only con-
ditions of the offender's driver's license restriction. Such 
offenders will no longer be required to have an ignition inter-
lock as a condition of a restricted license. The bill also pro-
vides that it is a Class 1 misdemeanor to tamper with or in any 
way attempt to circumvent the operation of a secure transder-
mal alcohol monitoring device.  
Patron - Loupassi

HB1683  Prohibited public carrying of certain fire-
arms; penalty. Prohibits the carrying of a loaded shotgun or 
rifle in places open to the public in certain cities and counties. 
Current law prohibits the carrying in such locations of certain 
loaded firearms with high capacity magazines, silencers, fold-
ing stock, or long ammunition or a loaded shotgun with a mag-
azine that will hold more than seven rounds of the longest 
ammunition for which it is chambered. The bill adds the City 
of Roanoke to the list of cities in which the carrying of such 
firearms is prohibited.  
Patron - Simon

HB1684  Restricting access to firearms by chil-
dren; mental state; penalty. Removes the requirement that 
conduct required for a conviction of unlawfully leaving a 
loaded, unsecured firearm in such a manner as to endanger the 
life or limb of any child under the age of 14 be reckless. The 
bill increases the penalty for such violation from a Class 3 mis-
demeanor to a Class 1 misdemeanor.   
Patron - Simon

HB1685  Purchase of handguns; limitation on 
handgun purchases; penalty. Prohibits any person who is not 
a licensed firearms dealer from purchasing more than one 
handgun in a 30-day period and establishes such an offense as 
a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill exempts from this provision 
(i) persons who have been issued a certificate by the Depart-
ment of State Police under certain circumstances and with an 
enhanced background check, (ii) law-enforcement agencies 
and officers, (iii) state and local correctional facilities, (iv) 
licensed private security companies, (v) persons who hold a 
valid Virginia concealed handgun permit, (vi) persons whose 
handgun has been stolen or irretrievably lost or who are trading 
in a handgun, (vii) purchases of handguns in a private sale, and 
(viii) purchases of antique firearms.  
Patron - Simon

HB1700 Firearms; alcohol; penalties. Provides that 
it is a Class 1 misdemeanor for a person who is intoxicated or 
under the influence of illegal drugs to carry a loaded firearm on 
or about his person in a public place and that a person found 
guilty is ineligible to apply for a concealed handgun permit for 

a period of five years. Current law provides that such prohibi-
tion applies only to persons permitted to carry a concealed 
handgun. The bill also creates a Class 2 misdemeanor for a per-
son who carries a loaded firearm on or about his person onto 
the premises of any restaurant or club licensed to sell and serve 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption and con-
sumes an alcoholic beverage while on the premises. Current 
law provides that such prohibition applies only to those per-
sons carrying a concealed handgun on such premises. 
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1704  Grand larceny; threshold. Increases from 
$200 to $500 the threshold amount of money taken or value of 
goods or chattel taken at which the crime rises from petit lar-
ceny to grand larceny. The bill increases the threshold by the 
same amount for the classification of certain property crimes.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1706  Law-enforcement immunity; storage of 
firearms. Shields from civil or criminal liability any law-
enforcement agency or law-enforcement officer that stores, 
possesses, or transports a firearm with the consent of a person 
prohibited from possessing a firearm because he is subject to a 
protective order for any damage, deterioration, loss, or theft of 
such firearm. The bill does not require any law-enforcement 
agency or law-enforcement officer to take possession of any 
firearm.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1726  Disarming a law-enforcement officer; 
penalty. Increases from a Class 1 misdemeanor to a Class 6 
felony the penalty for removing a chemical irritant weapon or 
impact weapon from a law-enforcement officer or correctional 
officer engaged in the performance of his duties with the intent 
to impede or prevent such officer from performing his duties. 
The bill further increases the penalty from a Class 6 felony to a 
Class 4 felony if the weapon removed is such officer's firearm 
or stun weapon.  
Patron - Ransone

HB1745  Restoration of firearms rights; report to 
State Police. Provides a mechanism for reporting to the 
Department of State Police when a circuit court restores a 
felon's right to possess, transport, and carry a firearm, ammuni-
tion for a firearm, or a stun weapon. The bill provides that if a 
court enters an order restoring a felon's right, the order shall 
contain the felon's name and date of birth and the clerk of the 
court shall certify and forward the restoration order to the Cen-
tral Criminal Records Exchange (CCRE). The bill provides 
that the Department of State Police, upon receipt of the resto-
ration order, shall enter the felon's name and description in the 
CCRE so that law-enforcement personnel accessing the CCRE 
will be aware of the order's existence.   
Patron - Rush

HB1758  Firearms; removal from persons posing 
substantial risk; penalties. Creates a procedure by which an 
attorney for the Commonwealth or law-enforcement officer 
may apply to a circuit court judge for a warrant to remove fire-
arms from a person who poses a substantial risk of injury to 
himself or others. If firearms are seized pursuant to such war-
rant, the bill requires a court hearing within 14 days from exe-
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cution of the warrant to determine whether the firearms should 
be returned or retained by law enforcement. Seized firearms 
may be retained by court order for up to 180 days or, with court 
approval, may be transferred to a third party chosen by the per-
son from whom they were seized. Persons who have been 
served with a warrant to remove firearms until such warrant 
has been dissolved by a court or who are the subject of an order 
to retain firearms are disqualified from having a concealed 
handgun permit or purchasing a firearm from a licensed dealer 
and may not be employed by a licensed firearms dealer. The 
bill also provides that a person who transfers a firearm to a per-
son he knows has been served with a warrant or who is the sub-
ject of an order is guilty of a Class 6 felony.   
Patron - Sullivan

HB1762 Abortion; informed written consent; civil 
penalty. Provides that any woman seeking an abortion be pro-
vided with a written informed consent form at least 24 hours 
before the performance of the abortion. The bill also provides 
that such form must contain information regarding the risks of 
the woman developing placenta previa and placenta accreta in 
future pregnancies from the performance of a surgical abortion 
and the attendant consequences of those conditions. The bill 
increases from $2,500 to $5,000 the civil penalty for a physi-
cian who fails to comply with the provisions governing the 
woman's informed written consent.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1769  Malicious bodily injury to or pointing of 
laser at members of United States Armed Forces. The bill 
adds members of the United States Armed Forces, including 
members of the Virginia National Guard, to the list of persons 
the malicious or unlawful wounding of whom, or the pointing 
of a laser at whom, is subject to an enhanced penalty.  
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1773  Transfer of firearms; criminal history 
record information check; penalties. Requires that a criminal 
history record information check be performed on the prospec-
tive transferee before a vendor may transfer firearms at a gun 
show. A violation is a Class 6 felony. A definition of "vendor" 
is added. The bill also requires that the promoter of a firearms 
show post notice of the requirement for a criminal history 
record information check and provide vendors with access to 
licensed dealers who will conduct the criminal history record 
information check. The bill repeals a provision added by the 
2016 Session of the General Assembly that requires the 
Department of State Police to be available to perform back-
ground checks for non-dealer sales at firearms shows if 
requested by a party involved in a transaction.   
Patron - Plum

HB1776  Hate crimes; gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or disability; penalty. Adds gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and disability to the categories of 
victims whose intentional selection for a hate crime involving 
assault, assault and battery, or trespass for the purpose of dam-
aging another's property results in a higher criminal penalty for 
the offense. The bill also adds these categories of victims to the 
categories of hate crimes that are to be reported to the central 

repository of information regarding hate crimes maintained by 
the Virginia State Police.   
Patron - Plum

HB1778  Purchase and transport of firearms; sim-
ple assault hate crime. Prohibits persons convicted of simple 
assault or assault and battery when the victim was selected 
because of his race, religious conviction, color, or national ori-
gin from purchasing or transporting a firearm for five years fol-
lowing such conviction.   
Patron - Plum

HB1779  Hate crimes; immigration status; penalty. 
Adds immigration status to the categories of victims whose 
intentional selection for a hate crime involving assault, assault 
and battery, or trespass for the purpose of damaging another's 
property results in a higher criminal penalty for the offense. 
The bill also adds immigration status to the categories of hate 
crimes that are to be reported to the central repository of infor-
mation regarding hate crimes maintained by the Virginia State 
Police.  
Patron - Plum

HB1788 Incapacitated persons; abuse and neglect; 
financial exploitation of incapacitated persons; penalty.
Provides that any responsible person who abuses or neglects an 
incapacitated adult and such abuse or neglect results in any 
bodily injury, other than serious bodily injury, to the incapaci-
tated adult is guilty of a Class 6 felony, which is in addition to 
the current Class 4 felony if such abuse or neglect results in 
serious bodily injury. The bill also expands the class of victims 
of the crime of financial exploitation of incapacitated persons 
to include persons incapacitated due to physical illness or dis-
ability, advanced age, or other causes. The current law applies 
only to victims who suffer from mental incapacity. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1792  Possession of firearms; shared residence. 
Exempts a person prohibited from possessing a firearm due to 
a felony conviction from such prohibition if he is in construc-
tive possession of a firearm owned by another person by virtue 
of sharing a residence with such other person who lawfully 
possesses a firearm, provided that he is not in actual possession 
of the firearm.   
Patron - Fariss

HB1809  RICO; computer crimes; penalties. Adds 
certain felony offenses contained in the Virginia Computer 
Crimes Act as qualifying offenses under the Virginia Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organization (RICO) Act. Such crimes 
include computer fraud, transmission of unsolicited commer-
cial electronic mail, computer trespass, computer invasion of 
privacy, using a computer to gather identifying information, 
and theft of computer services.   
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1822  Dangerous weapon; place of worship; 
personal protection. Provides that the term "good and suffi-
cient reason," as used in the exception to the prohibition on 
carrying dangerous weapons in a place of worship, includes 
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personal protection. This bill codifies an opinion of the Attor-
ney General (4/8/2011).    
Patron - LaRock

HB1864  Firearms; access by children; penalty.
Provides that it is a Class 1 misdemeanor to knowingly autho-
rize a child age four or younger to use a firearm or pneumatic 
gun.  
Patron - Lopez

HB1865  Transfer of firearms; criminal history 
record check delay. Increases from the end of the next busi-
ness day to within five business days the time in which State 
Police must advise a dealer if its records indicate that a fire-
arms buyer or transferee is prohibited from possessing or trans-
porting a firearm and the time after which a dealer may 
complete the sale or transfer without a response from the State 
Police. The bill removes the option in current law that a dealer 
may immediately complete the sale or transfer if he is advised 
by the State Police that a response will not be available within 
the required timeframe.  
Patron - Lopez

HB1879  Disqualification for a concealed handgun 
permit; persons under 21 driving after illegally consuming 
alcohol. Disqualifies a person convicted or adjudicated delin-
quent of driving after illegally consuming alcohol as a person 
under the age of 21 or adjudicated delinquent of operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated within the three-year period 
immediately preceding the application from obtaining a con-
cealed handgun permit. Current law disqualifies persons con-
victed of operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated within 
the three-year period immediately preceding the application 
from obtaining a concealed handgun permit.   
Patron - Pogge

HB1906  Marijuana; decriminalization of simple 
marijuana possession. Decriminalizes marijuana possession 
and provides a civil penalty of no more than $250 for a first 
violation and $1,000 for a second or subsequent violation. 
Under current law, a first offense is punishable by a maximum 
fine of $500 and a maximum 30-day jail sentence, and subse-
quent offenses are a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill creates a 
rebuttable presumption that a person who possesses no more 
than one-half ounce of marijuana possesses it for personal use 
and provides that the existing suspended sentence and sub-
stance abuse screening provisions apply only to criminal viola-
tions or to civil violations by a minor. The bill decreases the 
penalty for distribution or possession with intent to sell more 
than one-half but not more than five pounds of marijuana from 
a Class 5 felony to a Class 6 felony.   
Patron - Heretick

HB1928  Felony homicide; certain drug offenses; 
penalty. Provides that a person is guilty of felony homicide, 
which constitutes second degree murder and is punishable by 
confinement of not less than five nor more than 40 years, if the 
underlying felonious act that resulted in the killing of another 
involved the manufacture, sale, gift, or distribution of a Sched-
ule I or II controlled substance to another and (i) such other 
person's death results from his use of the controlled substance 
and (ii) the controlled substance is the proximate cause of his 

death. The bill also provides that venue for a prosecution of 
this crime shall lie in the locality where the underlying felony 
occurred, where the use of the controlled substance occurred, 
or where death occurred. This bill serves to overrule the Court 
of Appeals of Virginia decision in Woodard v. Commonwealth,
61 Va. App. 567, 739 S.E.2d 220 (2013), aff'd, 287 Va. 276, 
754 S.E.2d 309 (2014).  
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1930  Safe reporting of overdoses. Extends to an 
individual experiencing a drug-related or alcohol-related over-
dose the affirmative defense to prosecution for (i) simple pos-
session of a controlled substance, marijuana, or controlled 
paraphernalia; (ii) intoxication in public; or (iii) the unlawful 
purchase, possession, or consumption of alcohol, if another 
individual, in good faith, sought or obtained emergency medi-
cal attention for the individual experiencing the overdose. 
Under current law, the affirmative defense applies only to an 
individual who sought or obtained emergency medical atten-
tion for another individual experiencing an overdose or to an 
individual who sought or obtained emergency medical atten-
tion for himself. 
Patron - Carr

HB1948  Substance abuse treatment upon convic-
tion of a crime; recovery community organization. Autho-
rizes a recovery community organization to provide substance 
abuse treatment to individuals ordered to such treatment by a 
court upon conviction or placement on first offender status of 
such individual for a crime involving controlled substances. 
The bill defines recovery community organization as a non-
profit organization composed of and governed by representa-
tives of local communities of addiction recovery that offers 
peer recovery support services for persons with substance 
abuse and is accredited by the Council on Accreditation of Peer 
Recovery Support Services.   
Patron - Peace

HB1954  Damaging or destroying farm products. 
Makes it a crime to maliciously damage or destroy any farm 
products, including any crops, and requires the court to deter-
mine the market value of the products when awarding restitu-
tion. The bill provides that a violation is punishable as a Class 
6 felony if the value of the product is $400 or more and as a 
Class 1 misdemeanor if the value is less than $400. Current law 
makes certain damage or destruction a crime only if the person 
committing the act knows that the farm products are grown for 
testing or research purposes in the context of product develop-
ment in conjunction or coordination with a private research 
facility, a university, or any federal, state, or local government 
agency.  
Patron - Webert

HB1978  Profane swearing in public. Eliminates the 
crime of profanely swearing or cursing in public, which is cur-
rently punishable as a Class 4 misdemeanor.  
Patron - Webert

HB1986  Computer trespass; penalty. Expands the 
crime of computer trespass to provide that the prohibited 
actions that constitute computer trespass are criminalized if 
done through intentionally deceptive means and without 
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authority and specifies that monitoring and interaction involv-
ing a subscriber's Internet or other network connection or ser-
vice is not considered computer trespass unless such 
monitoring or interaction is done through intentionally decep-
tive means without authorization or with malicious intent.   
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1990  Concealed handgun permits; age require-
ment for persons on active military duty. Allows a person at 
least 18 years of age but less than 21 years of age to apply for a 
concealed handgun permit if he is on active military duty. The 
bill allows a nonresident at least 18 and years of age but less 
than 21 years of age who holds a concealed handgun or weap-
ons permit recognized in the Commonwealth to carry a con-
cealed handgun within the Commonwealth if he is on active 
military duty. Current law requires that persons be at least 21 
years of age to carry a concealed handgun.  
Patron - Webert

HB2043  Public release of identifying information 
of a law-enforcement officer during and following an offi-
cial investigation; penalty.Prohibits any public official, public 
employee, or person acting on behalf of a public official or 
public employee from releasing to the public any identifying 
information of a law-enforcement officer who is the subject of 
an official investigation that involves the discharge of a firearm 
or use of force by such law-enforcement officer during the per-
formance of his official duties prior to the conclusion of such 
official investigation or the conclusion of the first six months 
of such investigation. The bill requires that such law-enforce-
ment officer's name be released to the public if he is charged 
with a criminal offense as a result of the official investigation. 
The bill authorizes the law-enforcement officer's name to be 
withheld if the law-enforcement officer is not charged with a 
criminal offense as a result of the official investigation and the 
release of his name would create a risk of harm to such law-
enforcement officer or his family. A violation is a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. The bill makes corresponding changes in the Vir-
ginia Freedom of Information Act.  
Patron - Miller

HB2044  Protective orders; possession of firearms; 
felony. Provides that it is a Class 6 felony for a person who is 
subject to a permanent protective order (i.e., a protective order 
with a maximum duration of two years) for subjecting another 
person to an act of violence, force, or threat to possess a fire-
arm while the order is in effect, which is equivalent to the 
existing penalty for possession of a firearm by a person subject 
to a permanent protective order for family abuse. The bill also 
provides that such person may continue to possess and trans-
port a firearm for 24 hours after being served with the order for 
the purposes of selling or transferring the firearm to another 
person. The bill also requires that any person who is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm because he is subject to a permanent 
protective order certify in writing to the clerk of the court that 
issued the order within 48 hours after being served with the 
order that any firearm in his possession has been sold or trans-
ferred.  
Patron - Murphy

HB2059  Drug Treatment Court Act; eligibility.
Eliminates the restriction that renders persons convicted of cer-

tain violent felonies within the preceding 10 years ineligible to 
participate in a drug treatment court. Persons convicted of fel-
ony acts of violence (i.e, offenses that result in life imprison-
ment upon conviction of a third offense) within the preceding 
10 years remain ineligible to participate in a drug treatment 
court.  
Patron - Watts

HB2065  Sexual battery; surprise; penalty. Pro-
vides that sexual battery, which is punishable as a Class 1 mis-
demeanor, may be accomplished by surprise.  
Patron - Mullin

HB2079   Sale of firearms; persons not lawfully 
present in United States; penalty. Provides that the crime of 
selling, bartering, giving, or furnishing or possessing with the 
intent to sell, barter, give, or furnish a firearm to a person 
knowing that such person is prohibited from possessing or 
transporting a firearm because he is not lawfully present in the 
United States also applies to selling, bartering, giving, or fur-
nishing an assault firearm to a person prohibited from possess-
ing or transporting an assault firearm because he is not lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence.   
Patron - Wilt

HB2098  Relating to possession of certain firearms 
by minors; parental permission; penalty.Requires any minor 
who possesses certain firearms in the home or on the property 
of his parent, grandparent, or legal guardian to have prior per-
mission from such parent, grandparent, or legal guardian.  
Patron - Price

HB2125  Drug treatment court for Counties of 
Clarke, Frederick, and Loudoun. Authorizes the establish-
ment of drug treatment courts in the Counties of Clarke, Fred-
erick, and Loudoun.   
Patron - Minchew

HB2135  Medical marijuana; written certification. 
Allows a person to possess marijuana or tetrahydrocannabinol 
pursuant to a valid written certification issued by a physician 
for the treatment of any medical condition and allows a physi-
cian or pharmacist to distribute such substances without being 
subject to prosecution. Under current law, a person has an affir-
mative defense to prosecution for possession of marijuana if 
the marijuana is in certain forms and the person has been 
issued a written certification by a physician that such mari-
juana is for the purposes of treating or alleviating the person's 
symptoms of intractable epilepsy. The bill requires that the per-
son issued the written certification register with the Board of 
Pharmacy which will issue the person an identification card 
upon registration. The bill also clarifies that the penalties for 
forging or altering a recommendation for medical marijuana or 
for making or uttering a false or forged recommendation are 
the same as the penalties for committing the same acts with 
regard to prescriptions.  
Patron - Levine

HB2166  Possession of controlled substances. Lists 
possession of certain controlled substances (buprenorphine, 
cocaine, codeine, fentanyl, heroin, hydrocodone, hydromor-
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phone, methadone, methamphetamine; methylphenidate, mor-
phine, and oxycodone) as separate offenses under the existing 
crime of possession of controlled substances for the purpose of 
having the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission promul-
gate separate Virginia crime codes for such offenses. The bill 
does not alter the existing penalty for possession of these sub-
stances.   
Patron - Pillion

HB2176  Charitable gaming; conduct of instant 
games, etc.; number of sessions. Allows a qualified organiza-
tion to conduct instant bingo, pull tabs, seal cards, or any other 
authorized charitable game (i) outside of the social quarters of 
an organization or (ii) not in connection with a bingo game. 
The bill requires the Charitable Gaming Board to adopt regula-
tions to effect this change in the law. The bill also eliminates 
the current limits of two sessions of bingo games, with no more 
than 55 bingo games per session, that may be conducted in any 
one calendar day. The bill contains technical amendments.   
Patron - Hodges

HB2186 Whole Woman's Health Act; performance 
of abortions. Provides that a woman has a fundamental right 
to obtain a lawful abortion and that no statute or regulation 
shall be construed to prohibit the performance of an abortion 
prior to viability or if necessary to protect the life or health of 
the woman. The bill also provides that any statute that places a 
burden on a woman's access to abortion without conferring any 
legitimate health benefit is unenforceable. The bill expands 
who can perform first trimester abortions from physicians to 
any health care providers licensed by the Board of Medicine or 
the Board of Nursing. The bill eliminates the requirement that 
second trimester abortions be performed in a licensed hospital. 
The bill eliminates the requirement that two other physicians 
certify that a third trimester abortion is necessary to prevent the 
woman's death or impairment of her mental or physical health 
as well as the need to find that the woman's health would be 
substantially and irremediably impaired. The bill eliminates all 
the procedures and processes, including the performance of an 
ultrasound, required to effect a woman's informed written con-
sent to the performance of an abortion; however, the bill does 
not change the requirement that a woman's informed written 
consent is first obtained. The bill removes language classifying 
facilities that perform five or more first trimester abortions per 
month as hospitals for the purpose of complying with regula-
tions establishing minimum standards for hospitals. The bill 
also removes the prohibition on the sale of health insurance 
policies that provide coverage for abortions through an 
exchange established or operated pursuant to the federal 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. The provisions of 
this bill are in response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
Whole Woman's Health v. Hellerstedt, 136S. Ct. 2292 (2016). 
Patron - Boysko

HB2187 Firearm transfers; criminal history record 
information checks; penalty. Requires a background check 
for any firearm transfer and requires the Department of State 
Police to establish a process for transferors to obtain such a 
check from licensed firearms dealers. A transferor who fails to 
obtain a required background check and sells the firearm to 
another person is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill 
exempts transfers between immediate family members, trans-

fers that occur by operation of law, transfers by the executor or 
administrator of an estate or by the trustee of a testamentary 
trust, and temporary transfers that occur in the presence of the 
owner of the firearm or are necessary to prevent imminent 
death or serious bodily injury. The bill removes the provision 
that makes background checks of prospective purchasers or 
transferees at firearms shows voluntary. 
Patron - Boysko

HB2197  Unmanned aircraft systems; designated 
facility; critical infrastructure; unlawful use; penalties.
Creates a civil cause of action for the invasion of privacy when 
a person uses an unmanned aircraft system to enter without 
consent into the airspace above any designated facility, as 
defined in the bill, or critical infrastructure to capture an image 
or attempt to capture an image, as specified in the bill. The bill 
allows a plaintiff to recover actual damages and allows the 
court to award punitive damages where actual damages are 
awarded and to order any other appropriate relief. The bill also 
makes it unlawful to use an unmanned aircraft to enter into the 
airspace of a designated facility or critical infrastructure with-
out consent to capture an image or attempt to capture an image 
of such designated facility or critical infrastructure. The bill 
directs the Virginia Department of Aviation to prepare a plan 
and budget for developing Sectional Aeronautical Charts com-
pliant with the provisions of the bill and the related regulations 
of the Federal Aviation Administration and present such a plan 
and budget to the Governor by October 1, 2017.   
Patron - Kilgore

HB2212  Firearm transfers; criminal history 
record information checks; penalty. Requires a background 
check for any firearm transfer and requires the Department of 
State Police to establish a process for transferors to obtain such 
a check from licensed firearms dealers. A transferor who fails 
to obtain a required background check and sells the firearm to 
another person is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill 
exempts transfers between immediate family members, trans-
fers that occur by operation of law, transfers by the executor or 
administrator of an estate or by the trustee of a testamentary 
trust, and temporary transfers that (i) occur within the continu-
ous presence of the owner of the firearm; (ii) are necessary to 
prevent imminent death or serious bodily injury; (iii) occur at a 
shooting range, shooting gallery, or other area designed for the 
purpose of target shooting, for use during target practice, a fire-
arms safety or training course or class, a shooting competition, 
or any similar lawful activity; or (iv) are for the purpose of and 
while the transferee is engaged in hunting, trapping, or target 
shooting. The bill removes the provision that makes back-
ground checks of prospective purchasers or transferees at fire-
arms shows voluntary.  
Patron - Plum

HB2234  Fees for concealed handgun permits. 
Makes the $10 fee that the clerk of court is now required to 
charge for processing a concealed handgun permit application 
or issuing a concealed handgun permit discretionary with the 
clerk.    
Patron - Cline

HB2238  DUI manslaughter; ignition interlock.
Requires that, as a condition of being granted a restricted 
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driver's license, a person convicted of manslaughter as a result 
of driving under the influence be prohibited from operating a 
motor vehicle without an ignition interlock and have an igni-
tion interlock installed on all vehicles owned by or registered 
to such person.  
Patron - Miller

HB2253  Use or display of firearm in committing 
felony; penalty. Increases from three to five years for a first 
offense and from five to 10 years for a second or subsequent 
offense the mandatory minimum sentences for use or display 
of a firearm during the commission of certain felonies.  
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB2256  Third or subsequent conviction of street 
gang crimes; penalty. Provides that for purposes of imposing 
the Class 3 felony penalty for a third or subsequent conviction 
for criminal street gang participation or recruitment for a crimi-
nal street gang, prior convictions include findings of not inno-
cent or adjudications of delinquency in the case of a juvenile.  
Patron - Collins

HB2263  Concealed handgun permits; age require-
ment for persons on active military duty. Allows a person at 
least 18 years of age but less than 21 years of age to apply for a 
concealed handgun permit if he is on active military duty. The 
bill allows a nonresident at least 18 and years of age but less 
than 21 years of age who holds a concealed handgun or weap-
ons permit recognized in the Commonwealth to carry a con-
cealed handgun within the Commonwealth if he is on active 
military duty. Current law requires that persons be at least 21 
years of age to carry a concealed handgun.   
Patron - Cline

HB2265  Concealed handgun permits. Allows any 
person who is otherwise eligible to obtain a concealed handgun 
permit to carry a concealed handgun without a permit any-
where he may lawfully carry a handgun openly within the 
Commonwealth.   
Patron - Cline

HB2268  Ignition interlock violations; venue. Pro-
vides that venue for the prosecution of any offense of (i) tam-
pering or attempting to circumvent an ignition interlock 
system, (ii) starting a motor vehicle equipped with an ignition 
interlock for a person prohibited from operating a motor vehi-
cle not equipped with an ignition interlock, or (iii) furnishing a 
motor vehicle not equipped with an ignition interlock to a per-
son prohibited from operating a motor vehicle not equipped 
with an ignition interlock shall lie in the county or city in 
which (a) the offense was committed, (b) the defendant resides, 
or (c) the order prohibiting a person from operating a motor 
vehicle that is not equipped with a functioning ignition inter-
lock system was entered.  
Patron - Adams

HB2284  Charitable gaming; subpoena powers of 
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; 
enforcement; penalty. Provides that any person who fails or 

refuses to obey any subpoena issued by the Department is 
guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  
Patron - Yost

HB2286  Abortion; informed written consent. Pro-
vides that a woman seeking an abortion may waive in writing 
any requirement establishing a mandatory time period or man-
dating that a physician provide to or review with the woman 
specific information or materials before an abortion may be 
performed. The bill requires that a copy of such waiver be 
maintained in the woman's medical records. The bill also pro-
vides that, regardless of any waiver, a physician is still obli-
gated to satisfy the applicable standard of care.   
Patron - Ward

HB2288 Computer trespass; computer invasion of 
privacy; penalty; civil relief. Makes it a Class 5 felony for a 
person to maliciously install or cause to be installed a computer 
program that takes control of or restricts access to another 
computer or computer network, or data therein, and demand 
money or anything else of value to remove the computer pro-
gram; restore control of or access to the computer or computer 
network, or data therein; or remediate the impact of the com-
puter program. The bill adds medical information to the list of 
information that if obtained without authority constitutes com-
puter invasion of privacy. The bill expands the private right of 
action for a person or property that is injured by a computer 
trespass. 
Patron - Collins

HB2321  Restricted ammunition; use or attempted 
use in the commission of a felony; penalty. Removes the pro-
hibition on use or attempted use of restricted firearm ammuni-
tion in any non-felony criminal offense. The bill expands the 
definition of restricted firearms ammunition to include 
"pinched tip" bullets and expands the exception to such defini-
tion to include certain ammunition with copper cores. The bill 
provides that if any ammunition has been approved by the fed-
eral Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives for 
commercial sale, it is not restricted firearms ammunition.  
Patron - Morefield

HB2361  Brandishing a firearm; intent; penalty. 
Requires that a person pointing, holding, or brandishing a fire-
arm or similar weapon must have the intent to induce fear in 
the mind of another or know or reasonably should know that 
his conduct would induce such fear in order to be convicted of 
the crime of brandishing. Currently, the perpetrator's intent is 
not an element of the offense in the statute.  
Patron - Collins

HB2459  Prohibition on sale of certain wireless 
telecommunications devices to minors. Provides that any 
retail establishment that sells a cellular telephone or other wire-
less telecommunications device that is capable of capturing a 
photographic or other visual image to a person it knows or has 
reason to know is a minor is subject to a civil penalty not to 
exceed $100 for a first violation, a civil penalty not to exceed 
$200 for a second violation, and a civil penalty not to exceed 
$500 for a third or subsequent violation.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.
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HB2466  Sale of handguns; personalized handguns 
required. Requires all dealers who sell or transfer any hand-
gun to also have personalized handguns available for sale. The 
bill defines "personalized handgun" as a handgun that incorpo-
rates within its design, and as part of its original manufacture, 
technology that automatically limits its operational use and that 
cannot be readily deactivated, so that it is capable of being 
fired only by an authorized or recognized user. The bill 
requires the Attorney General, in consultation with the Super-
intendent of State Police, to maintain a list of personalized 
handguns that are available for retail sales purposes. The bill 
exempts transactions between certain manufacturers, dealers, 
and collectors, purchases by law-enforcement agencies, and 
sales or transfers of antique firearms.   
Patron - Simon

HB2468  Commissioners and deputy commission-
ers of the Virginia Workers' Compensation Commission; 
carrying a concealed weapon; carrying a weapon in a 
courthouse. Permits commissioners and deputy commission-
ers of the Virginia Workers' Compensation Commission to 
carry a concealed weapon wherever they may travel in the 
Commonwealth and exempts such persons from the prohibi-
tion on carrying firearms in a courthouse.  
Patron - Miller

HB2473 Violation of protective order or stalking; 
third or subsequent offense. Expands the offenses for which a 
conviction of a third or subsequent offense, when the offense is 
committed within 20 years of the first conviction and when 
either the instant or one of the prior offenses was based on an 
act or threat of violence and the instant and prior offenses arise 
out of separate incidents, is a Class 6 felony with a mandatory 
minimum term of confinement of six months from violating a 
protective order to any combination of violating a protective 
order or stalking. 
Patron - Cline

SB784  Driver's license; marijuana possession. 
Revises the existing provision that a person loses his driver's 
license for six months when convicted of or placed on deferred 
disposition for a drug offense to provide that the provision does 
not apply to deferred disposition of simple possession of mari-
juana. The exception applies only to adults; juveniles will still 
be subject to license suspension. The provisions of the bill are 
contingent upon written assurance from the U.S. Department 
of Transportation that Virginia will not lose any federal funds 
as a result of implementation of the bill.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB790   Crimes against law-enforcement officers, 
firefighters, and other emergency personnel; penalty. Elim-
inates, for the crime of capital murder of a law-enforcement 
officer or fire marshal, the element that the killing must be 
committed for the purpose of interfering with the performance 
of the victim's official duties for the defendant to be guilty of 
the crime. For the crimes of (i) malicious or unlawful wound-
ing of a law-enforcement officer, firefighter, search and rescue 
personnel, or emergency medical services personnel and (ii) 
assault or assault and battery of a judge, magistrate, law-
enforcement officer, correctional officer, firefighter, emer-
gency medical services personnel, or certain other employees 

of custodial facilities, the bill eliminates the element that the 
victim must be engaged in the performance of his public duties 
for the defendant to be guilty of such crimes.    
Patron - Cosgrove

SB791  Fees for concealed handgun permits. Makes 
the $10 fee that the clerk of court is now required to charge for 
processing a concealed handgun permit application or issuing a 
concealed handgun permit discretionary with the clerk.  
Patron - Chase

SB809  Reporting lost or stolen firearms. Requires a 
person who lawfully possesses a firearm to report the loss or 
theft of the firearm to any local law-enforcement agency or the 
Department of State Police within 24 hours after such person 
discovers the loss or theft or is informed by a person with per-
sonal knowledge of the loss or theft. The bill requires the rele-
vant law-enforcement agency to enter the report information 
into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC). A viola-
tion is punishable by a $50 civil penalty for a first offense and a 
civil penalty of not less than $100 or more than $250 for any 
subsequent offense. The bill provides that a person who, in 
good faith, reports the loss or theft is immune from criminal or 
civil liability for acts or omissions that result from such loss or 
theft; the immunity does not apply to a person who knowingly 
gives a false report. The bill does not apply to the loss or theft 
of an antique firearm.   
Patron - Favola

SB816 Grand larceny; threshold. Increases from 
$200 to $500 the threshold amount of money taken or value of 
goods or chattel taken at which the crime rises from petit lar-
ceny to grand larceny. This bill incorporates SB923. 
Patron - Surovell

SB831  Manufacture of marijuana; accommoda-
tion; penalty. Provides that a person who proves that he manu-
factured marijuana or possessed marijuana with the intent to 
manufacture marijuana only as an accommodation to another 
individual who is not an inmate in a correctional facility, and 
without the intent to profit from such manufacture or posses-
sion with the intent to manufacture or to induce the recipient or 
intended recipient of the marijuana to use or become dependent 
upon marijuana, is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. Currently, 
manufacturing marijuana or possessing marijuana with the 
intent to manufacture marijuana is a felony punishable by 
imprisonment of five to 30 years regardless of the person's 
intent.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB841  Possession or distribution of marijuana for 
medical purposes; affirmative defense for treatment of cer-
tain conditions. Provides an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion for possession of marijuana if a person has a valid written 
certification issued by a practitioner for cannabidiol oil or 
THC-A oil for treatment of, or to alleviate the symptoms of, 
cancer, human immunodeficiency virus, acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome, Tourette syndrome, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, multiple sclerosis, Crohn's disease, or complex 
regional pain syndrome. Under current law, only the treatment 
of intractable epilepsy is covered by the affirmative defense.   
Patron - Favola
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SB862 Driving after forfeiture of license. Provides 
that a person is guilty of an offense of driving or operating a 
motor vehicle (i) after his driver's license has been revoked for 
certain offenses, (ii) in violation of the terms of a restricted 
license, (iii) without an ignition interlock system if one is 
required, or (iv) if the person's license had been restricted, sus-
pended, or revoked for certain driving under the influence 
offenses, with a blood alcohol content of 0.02 percent or more, 
only if such person was driving or operating the motor vehicle 
on a highway, as defined in § 46.2-100. 
Patron - Surovell

SB890  Ignition interlock; time for installation. 
Requires a court, upon request of the offender, to delay the 
installation of an ignition interlock for a period of time not to 
exceed 15 days from the date of conviction of an offense of 
driving under the influence. The bill provides that the period of 
time that the interlock is in effect commences on the date spec-
ified in the court order.    
Patron - Chafin

SB893  Firearm locks required for sale or transfer 
of handguns; warning against accessibility to children; 
penalty. Makes it unlawful for any licensed manufacturer, 
licensed importer, or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer 
any handgun to any person (i) other than a licensed manufac-
turer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer, unless the trans-
feree is provided with a locking device for that handgun, or (ii) 
unless the handgun is accompanied by a warning, in conspicu-
ous and legible type in capital letters printed on a label affixed 
to the gun and on a separate sheet of paper included within the 
packaging enclosing the handgun, that handguns should be 
locked and kept away from children and that there may be civil 
and criminal liability for failing to do so. There are exceptions 
for law-enforcement and governmental agencies.  
Patron - Howell

SB908  Marijuana; decriminalization of simple 
marijuana possession. Decriminalizes marijuana possession 
and provides a civil penalty of no more than $250 for a first 
violation and $1,000 for a second or subsequent violation. 
Under current law, a first offense is punishable by a maximum 
fine of $500 and a maximum 30-day jail sentence, and subse-
quent offenses are a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill creates a 
rebuttable presumption that a person who possesses no more 
than one-half ounce of marijuana possesses it for personal use 
and provides that the existing suspended sentence and sub-
stance abuse screening provisions apply only to criminal viola-
tions or to civil violations by a minor. The bill decreases the 
penalty for distribution or possession with intent to sell more 
than one-half but not more than five pounds of marijuana from 
a Class 5 felony to a Class 6 felony.   
Patron - Lucas

SB915  Firearm transfers; penalties. Creates a Class 
3 misdemeanor for a person who is not a licensed dealer but 
who conducts business as a merchant of firearms to sell a fire-
arm without a background check conducted by a federally 
licensed dealer. The bill exempts transfers to family members, 
to personal friends, by inheritance, by operation of law, or for a 
temporary purpose.   
Patron - Edwards

SB923 Grand larceny; threshold. Increases from 
$200 to $500 the threshold amount of money taken or value of 
goods or chattel taken at which the crime rises from petit lar-
ceny to grand larceny. The bill increases the threshold by the 
same amount for the classification of certain property crimes. 
This bill was incorporated into SB816. 
Patron - Petersen

SB957  Recordings; destruction or seizure by a law-
enforcement officer. Prohibits any law-enforcement officer 
from interfering with, damaging, destroying, or seizing another 
person's recording or recording device, provided that such 
recording or recording device is lawful and does not interfere 
with the duties of a law-enforcement officer. The bill provides 
that a violation of this prohibition is a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
The bill exempts any seizure or alteration of a recording or 
recording device by a law-enforcement officer with the permis-
sion of the person who possesses the recording or recording 
device, when the law-enforcement officer reasonably believes 
that seizure is necessary to prevent the destruction of evidence, 
pursuant to a lawful court order, or in accordance with state or 
federal law.   
Patron - Locke

SB1039  Protective orders; possession of firearms; 
felony. Provides that it is a Class 6 felony for a person who is 
subject to a permanent protective order (i.e., a protective order 
with a maximum duration of two years) for subjecting another 
person to an act of violence, force, or threat to possess a fire-
arm while the order is in effect, which is equivalent to the 
existing penalty for possession of a firearm by a person subject 
to a permanent protective order for family abuse. The bill also 
provides that such person may continue to possess and trans-
port a firearm for 24 hours after being served with the order for 
the purposes of selling or transferring the firearm to another 
person. The bill also requires that any person who is prohibited 
from possessing a firearm because he is subject to a permanent 
protective order certify in writing to the clerk of the court that 
issued the order within 48 hours after being served with the 
order that any firearm in his possession has been sold or trans-
ferred.  
Patron - Howell

SB1049 Firearms; administration of machine gun 
registry, nonresident concealed handgun permits, and 
criminal history record checks. Requires any person regis-
tered to possess a machine gun to notify the Department of 
State Police (the Department) of a change of address within 30 
days of such change. The bill reduces the number of photo-
graphs that an applicant for a nonresident concealed handgun 
permit must submit from two to one. The bill requires the form 
provided by the Department for a dealer to obtain criminal his-
tory record information for a firearm purchase to include a 
question about whether the proposed purchaser has been the 
subject of a temporary detention order and subsequently agreed 
to voluntary admission to a state facility. Current law prohibits 
such persons from purchasing, possessing, or transporting a 
firearm and provides that other mental health disqualifications 
be disclosed on such form. The bill requires firearms dealers to 
comply with the federal minimum wait time of three days after 
contacting the system for a background check before releasing 
a firearm without an approval number; under existing state law, 
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such firearm must be released after one business day without 
an approval number. The bill removes the option under state 
law for a dealer to complete a sale if notified that a response 
will not be available by the end of the dealer's next business 
day and removes the requirement that the Department notify 
the dealer of such delay. The bill removes the requirement that 
the dealer mail the criminal history record check consent form 
for a person who is not a resident of Virginia to the Depart-
ment. 
Patron - Edwards

SB1052 Providing material support or resources to 
a designated terrorist organization; exemptions; penalty.
Provides that any person who provides material support or 
resources to an organization that has been designated by the 
U.S. Secretary of State as a foreign terrorist organization is 
guilty of a Class 3 felony. If such material support results in the 
death of any person, the penalty is increased to a Class 2 fel-
ony. The bill provides an exemption to those persons who pro-
vide such material support with the approval of the U.S. 
Secretary of State and U.S. Attorney General. The bill provides 
that its provisions do not preclude prosecution under any other 
statute. This bill was incorporated into SB 1154.
Patron - Howell

SB1055  Remaining at place of riot or unlawful 
assembly after warning to disperse; penalty. Increases from 
a Class 3 to a Class 1 misdemeanor the penalty for failure to 
leave the place of any riot or unlawful assembly after having 
been lawfully warned to disperse.    
Patron - Stuart

SB1056   Crossing established police lines, perime-
ters, or barricades; penalty. Increases from a Class 3 misde-
meanor to a Class 1 misdemeanor the crossing or remaining 
within lawfully established police lines or barricades without 
proper authorization.   
Patron - Stuart

SB1057  Injuries to property or persons by persons 
unlawfully or riotously assembled; penalty. Increases from a 
Class 6 felony to a Class 5 felony any injury to property or per-
sons by any person unlawfully or riotously assembled.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1058  Riots; unlawful assembly; penalty. Pro-
vides that any person participating in a riot or unlawful assem-
bly that blocks a public highway is guilty of a Class 6 felony 
and that any person who conspires with others to cause or pro-
duce a riot, or who directs, incites, or solicits other persons 
who participate in a riot, during which any other person is 
injured is guilty of a Class 4 felony in addition to any other 
penalty provided by law.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1067  Assault and battery of private police offi-
cers; penalty. Adds private police officers employed by a pri-
vate police department to the definition of law-enforcement 
officer for purposes of the crimes of assault and battery. The 
current punishment for assault and battery against a law-
enforcement officer engaged in the performance of his public 

duties is a Class 6 felony with a six-month mandatory mini-
mum sentence.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1068 Defrauding certain entities; penalties. Pro-
vides that it is a Class 1 misdemeanor for a person, without 
paying for, and with the intent to cheat or defraud the owner or 
keeper, to use a ski lift without a valid lift ticket or ski pass.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1072  Sex offenses prohibiting proximity to chil-
dren; penalty. Includes in the list of certain sex offenses that 
prohibit a person from being within 100 feet or residing within 
500 feet of a school or certain other property frequented by 
children or from working on school property any offense simi-
lar to such sex offenses under the laws of any foreign country 
or political subdivision thereof, any federally recognized 
Native American tribe or band, or the United States or any 
political subdivision thereof.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1090  Computer trespass; computer invasion of 
privacy; penalty; civil relief. Makes it a Class 5 felony for a 
person to maliciously install or cause to be installed a computer 
program that takes control of or restricts access to another 
computer or computer network, or data therein, and demand 
money or anything else of value to remove the computer pro-
gram; restore control of or access to the computer or computer 
network, or data therein; or remediate the impact of the com-
puter program. The bill adds medical information to the list of 
information that if obtained without authority constitutes com-
puter invasion of privacy. The bill expands the private right of 
action for a person or property that is injured by a computer 
trespass.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1124  Adultery; civil penalty. Reduces the penalty 
for adultery from a Class 4 misdemeanor to a civil penalty of 
not more than $250.    
Patron - Surovell

SB1138  Computer trespass; government comput-
ers and computers used for public utilities; penalty. 
Increases the Class 1 misdemeanor computer trespass crimes to 
a Class 6 felony if the computer targeted is one that is exclu-
sively for the use of, or used by or for, the Commonwealth, a 
local government within the Commonwealth, or certain public 
utilities.  
Patron - Mason

SB1185 Reporting lost or stolen firearms. Requires 
a person who lawfully possesses a firearm to report the loss or 
theft of the firearm to any local law-enforcement agency or the 
Department of State Police within 24 hours after such person 
discovers the loss or theft or is informed by a person with per-
sonal knowledge of the loss or theft. The bill requires the rele-
vant law-enforcement agency to enter the report information 
into the National Crime Information Center (NCIC). A viola-
tion is punishable by a $50 civil penalty for a first offense and a 
civil penalty of not less than $100 or more than $250 for any 
subsequent offense. The bill provides that a person who, in 
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good faith, reports the loss or theft is immune from criminal or 
civil liability for acts or omissions that result from such loss or 
theft; the immunity does not apply to a person who knowingly 
gives a false report. The bill does not apply to the loss or theft 
of an antique firearm. 
Patron - Dance

SB1194  Firearm transfers; criminal history record 
information checks; penalty. Requires a background check 
for any firearm transfer and requires the Department of State 
Police to establish a process for transferors to obtain such a 
check from licensed firearms dealers. A transferor who fails to 
obtain a required background check and sells the firearm to 
another person is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill 
exempts transfers between immediate family members, trans-
fers that occur by operation of law, transfers by the executor or 
administrator of an estate or by the trustee of a testamentary 
trust, and temporary transfers that (i) occur within the continu-
ous presence of the owner of the firearm; (ii) are necessary to 
prevent imminent death or serious bodily injury; (iii) occur at a 
shooting range, shooting gallery, or other area designed for the 
purpose of target shooting, for use during target practice, a fire-
arms safety or training course or class, a shooting competition, 
or any similar lawful activity; or (iv) are for the purpose of and 
while the transferee is engaged in hunting, trapping, or target 
shooting. The bill removes the provision that makes back-
ground checks of prospective purchasers or transferees at fire-
arms shows voluntary.    
Patron - Lucas

SB1227 Drug Treatment Court Act; eligibility.
Eliminates the restriction that renders persons convicted of 
breaking and entering dwelling house with intent to commit 
other misdemeanor, punishable as a Class 6 Felony, ineligible 
to participate in a drug treatment court. Persons convicted of 
other violent felony offenses remain ineligible to participate in 
a drug treatment court. 
Patron - Barker

SB1241  Female genital mutilation; criminal pen-
alty and civil action. Makes it a felony with a punishment of 
20 years to life, five of which shall be a mandatory minimum, 
for any person to knowingly circumcise, excise, or infibulate 
the labia major, labia minora, or clitoris of a minor. The bill 
makes it a Class 2 felony for any parent or guardian charged 
with the care of a minor to consent to such circumcision, exci-
sion, or infibulation. The bill also provides a civil cause of 
action for any person injured by such circumcision, excision, 
or infibulation.     
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1266  Firearms; access by children; penalty. Pro-
vides that it is a Class 1 misdemeanor to knowingly authorize a 
child age four or younger to use or handle a firearm.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1267  Firearms; alcohol; penalties. Provides that 
it is a Class 1 misdemeanor for a person who is intoxicated or 
under the influence of illegal drugs to carry a loaded firearm on 
or about his person in a public place and that a person found 
guilty is ineligible to apply for a concealed handgun permit for 
a period of five years. Current law provides that such prohibi-

tion applies only to persons permitted to carry a concealed 
handgun. The bill also creates a Class 2 misdemeanor for a per-
son who carries a loaded firearm on or about his person onto 
the premises of any restaurant or club licensed to sell and serve 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption and con-
sumes an alcoholic beverage while on the premises. Current 
law provides that such prohibition applies only to those per-
sons carrying a concealed handgun on such premises.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1269  Marijuana; decriminalization of simple 
marijuana possession. Decriminalizes simple marijuana pos-
session and provides a civil penalty of no more than $100 for a 
first violation, $250 for a second violation, and $500 for a third 
or subsequent violation. Current law imposes a maximum fine 
of $500 and a maximum 30-day jail sentence for a first offense, 
and subsequent offenses are a Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill 
provides that the suspended sentence/substance abuse screen-
ing provisions and driver's license suspension provisions apply 
only to criminal violations or to civil violations by a juvenile. 
The bill provides that a court may suspend a driver's license for 
a civil violation committed by an adult. A civil violation will 
be treated as a conviction for prohibitions on the purchase or 
transport of a handgun and disqualification for a concealed 
handgun permit.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1281  Substance abuse treatment upon convic-
tion of a crime; recovery community organization. Autho-
rizes a recovery community organization to provide substance 
abuse treatment to individuals ordered to such treatment by a 
court upon conviction or placement on first offender status of 
such individual for a crime involving controlled substances. 
The bill defines recovery community organization as a non-
profit organization composed of and governed by representa-
tives of local communities of addiction recovery that offers 
peer recovery support services for persons with substance 
abuse and is accredited by the Council on Accreditation of Peer 
Recovery Support Services.   
Patron - McDougle

SB1297  Carrying concealed weapons; exemption 
for nonduty status active military personnel. Provides that 
an active duty member of the Virginia National Guard, Armed 
Forces of the United States, or Armed Forces Reserves of the 
United States in a nonduty status may carry a concealed 
weapon wherever such member may travel in the Common-
wealth.  
Patron - Vogel

SB1298  Possession or distribution of marijuana for 
medical purposes; affirmative defense for treatment of cer-
tain conditions. Provides an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion for possession of marijuana if a person has a valid written 
certification issued by a practitioner for cannabidiol oil or 
THC-A oil for treatment of, or to alleviate the symptoms of, 
cancer, glaucoma, human immunodeficiency virus, acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome, hepatitis C, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, Crohn's disease, Alzheimer's disease, nail patella, 
cachexia or wasting syndrome, multiple sclerosis, or complex 
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regional pain syndrome. Under current law, only the treatment 
of intractable epilepsy is covered by the affirmative defense.  
Patron - Vogel

SB1377 Computer trespass; penalty. Expands the 
crime of computer trespass to provide that the prohibited 
actions that constitute computer trespass are criminalized if 
done through intentionally deceptive means and without 
authority and specifies that a computer hardware or software 
provider, an interactive computer service, or a telecommunica-
tions or cable operator does not have to provide notice of its 
activities to a computer user that a reasonable computer user 
should expect may occur. 
Patron - Mason

SB1378  RICO; computer crimes; penalties. Adds 
certain felony offenses contained in the Virginia Computer 
Crimes Act as qualifying offenses under the Virginia Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organization (RICO) Act. Such crimes 
include computer fraud, transmission of unsolicited commer-
cial electronic mail, computer trespass, computer invasion of 
privacy, using a computer to gather identifying information, 
and theft of computer services.   
Patron - Mason

SB1400 Poker; definition of illegal gambling and 
charitable gaming; poker games authorized; regulation of 
poker tournaments. Provides that poker is a game of skill and 
therefore not illegal gambling. The bill also allows a qualified 
organization to conduct poker games in conjunction with its 
charitable gaming activities, but does not allow a charitable 
organization to conduct poker tournaments. The bill requires 
the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the 
Charitable Gaming Board to regulate poker tournaments, 
defined in the bill as a competition organized for the purpose of 
conducting poker games at one or multiple tables where (i) 
competitors play a series of poker games, (ii) prizes are 
awarded to winning players on a fixed or proportional payout 
basis, and (iii) the total prize amount awarded to all winning 
players at the event is $50,000 or more. Finally, the bill 
requires poker tournament sponsors to obtain a permit before 
conducting a tournament and tournament managers and opera-
tors to be registered with the Department. The bill contains 
technical amendments. The bill has a delayed effective date of 
July 1, 2018.  
Patron - Lucas

SB1420  Incapacitated persons; abuse and neglect; 
financial exploitation of incapacitated persons; penalty.
Provides that any responsible person who abuses or neglects an 
incapacitated adult and such abuse or neglect results in any 
bodily injury, other than serious bodily injury, to the incapaci-
tated adult is guilty of a Class 6 felony, which is in addition to 
the current Class 4 felony if such abuse or neglect results in 
serious bodily injury. The bill also expands the class of victims 
of the crime of financial exploitation of incapacitated persons 
to include persons incapacitated due to physical illness or dis-
ability, advanced age, or other causes. The current law applies 
only to victims who suffer from mental incapacity.  
Patron - Mason

SB1422 Local law enforcement; fees for concealed 
handgun permits; courthouse and courtroom security; 
assessment. Eliminates (i) the fee, under current law up to $35, 
that a local law-enforcement agency is permitted to charge for 
conducting the background investigation for a concealed hand-
gun permit and (ii) the requirement that the local law-enforce-
ment agency forward to the State Police any amount assessed 
by the FBI for providing criminal history record information in 
the background investigation. The bill makes discretionary the 
current mandatory fee of up to $10 charged by the clerk for 
processing a concealed handgun permit application or issuing a 
permit. The bill increases from $10 to $20 the maximum 
amount, designated solely to fund courthouse and courtroom 
security, that a local governing body may assess against a con-
victed defendant as part of the costs in a criminal or traffic case 
in district or circuit court. 
Patron - Chase

SB1424  Abortion; informed written consent. Pro-
vides that a woman seeking an abortion may waive in writing 
any requirement establishing a mandatory time period or man-
dating that a physician provide to or review with the woman 
specific information or materials before an abortion may be 
performed. The bill requires that a copy of such waiver be 
maintained in the woman's medical records. The bill also pro-
vides that, regardless of any waiver, a physician is still obli-
gated to satisfy the applicable standard of care.   
Patron - Locke

SB1439  Firearm transfers; penalties. Creates a 
Class 2 misdemeanor for a person who is not a licensed dealer 
to sell, rent, trade, or transfer a firearm to any other person who 
is not a licensed dealer. The bill also creates a Class 2 misde-
meanor for a person who is not a licensed dealer to buy,rent, 
trade, or transfer a firearm from any other person who is not a 
licensed dealer. The bill exempts certain transfers, such as 
between immediate family members, by operation of law, at a 
firearms show with a voluntary background check, and when 
the transfer is temporary and is necessary to prevent imminent 
death or great bodily harm or occurs while in the continuous 
presence of the owner of the firearm.  
Patron - Surovell

SB1440  Concealed handgun permits. Allows any 
person who is otherwise eligible to obtain a concealed handgun 
permit to carry a concealed handgun without a permit any-
where he may lawfully carry a handgun openly within the 
Commonwealth.  
Patron - Black

SB1443  Firearms; removal from persons posing 
substantial risk; penalties. Creates a procedure by which an 
attorney for the Commonwealth or law-enforcement officer 
may apply to a circuit court judge for a warrant to remove fire-
arms from a person who poses a substantial risk of injury to 
himself or others. If firearms are seized pursuant to such war-
rant, the bill requires a court hearing within 14 days from exe-
cution of the warrant to determine whether the firearms should 
be returned or retained by law enforcement. Seized firearms 
may be retained by court order for up to 180 days or, with court 
approval, may be transferred to a third party chosen by the per-
son from whom they were seized. Persons who have been 
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served with a warrant to remove firearms until such warrant 
has been dissolved by a court or who are the subject of an order 
to retain firearms are disqualified from having a concealed 
handgun permit or purchasing a firearm from a licensed dealer 
and may not be employed by a licensed firearms dealer. The 
bill also provides that a person who transfers a firearm to a per-
son he knows has been served with a warrant or who is the sub-
ject of an order is guilty of a Class 6 felony.    
Patron - Barker

SB1444 Restricted ammunition; use or attempted 
use in the commission of a crime; penalty. Provides that 
restricted firearms ammunition means any ammunition that has 
been banned or prohibited from commercial sale by the U.S. 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives or under 
federal law. Under current law, restricted firearms ammunition 
was defined as ammunition that are: (i) coated with or contain, 
in whole or in part, polytetrafluorethylene or a similar product, 
(ii) commonly known as "KTW" bullets or "French Arcanes," 
or (iii) any cartridges containing bullets coated with a plastic 
substance with other than lead or lead alloy cores, jacketed bul-
lets with other than lead or lead alloy cores, or cartridges of 
which the bullet itself is wholly comprised of a metal or metal 
alloy other than lead. 
Patron - Chafin

SB1452  Possession or distribution of marijuana for 
medical purposes; affirmative defense for treatment of cer-
tain conditions. Provides an affirmative defense to prosecu-
tion for possession of marijuana if a person has a valid written 
certification issued by a practitioner for cannabidiol oil or 
THC-A oil for treatment of, or to alleviate the symptoms of, 
cancer. Under current law, only the treatment of intractable epi-
lepsy is covered by the affirmative defense.   
Patron - Lucas

SB1453  Firearms on school property. Adds public, 
private, or religious preschools and child day centers that are 
not operated at the residence of the provider or of any of the 
children to the list of schools where possessing a firearm on 
school property or on a school bus is prohibited. Under current 
law, the list of such schools only includes public, private, or 
religious elementary, middle, or high schools.  
Patron - Lucas

SB1458  Dangerous weapons; place of religious 
worship. Requires a person to have the express authorization 
of a place of religious worship to carry certain weapons to such 
place of worship while a meeting for religious purposes is 
being held. Current law requires such person to have a good 
and sufficient reason to do so.   
Patron - McPike

SB1464  Restoration of firearm rights; convicted 
felons. Requires the court to find by clear and convincing evi-
dence that a convicted felon, whose civil rights have been 
restored by the Governor or other appropriate authority, peti-
tioning for a permit to possess or carry a firearm is not a risk to 
public safety and poses no present or future danger to himself 
or others prior to granting the petition and issuing the permit. 
Current law provides for a standard of good cause shown. The 
bill requires the court to conduct a hearing on such petition, 

where current law requires a hearing only if requested by the 
petitioner or the attorney for the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Carrico

SB1474 Resisting arrest; penalty. Expands the Class 
1 misdemeanor of resisting arrest to include, in addition to 
fleeing from a law-enforcement officer, attempting to escape 
from the lawful custody of a law-enforcement officer by force 
or violence.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1480  Digital impersonation; penalty. Provides 
that it is a Class 1 misdemeanor for a person to knowingly and 
with malice impersonate a living individual without his autho-
rization through the use of a computer and with the intent to 
defraud or injure that person in his reputation, trade, business, 
or profession. The bill provides that an impersonation is credi-
ble if a reasonable person would believe the defendant was in 
fact the person who was impersonated.   
Patron - Edwards

SB1524 Hate crimes; gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or disability; civil action; penalty. Adds dis-
ability, gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation to the 
categories of victims whose intentional selection for a hate 
crime involving assault, assault and battery, or trespass for the 
purpose of damaging another's property results in a higher 
criminal penalty for the offense. The bill also adds disability, 
gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation status to the cat-
egories of hate crimes that are to be reported to the central 
repository of information regarding hate crimes maintained by 
the Virginia State Police. The bill also provides that a person 
who is subjected to acts of vandalism to his real or personal 
property, where such vandalism is motived by disability, gen-
der, gender identity, and sexual orientation, may bring a civil 
action to recover his damages. The bill also provides that no 
provider or user of an interactive computer service on the Inter-
net shall be liable for any action voluntarily taken by it in good 
faith to restrict access to material that the provider or user con-
siders to be intended to incite hatred on the basis of disability, 
gender, gender identity, sexual orientation. 
Patron - Favola

SB1525 Trespass by persons using hunting dogs; 
penalty. Provides that a person who intentionally releases 
hunting dogs on the land of another or releases hunting dogs 
and fails to exercise due care to prevent such dogs from enter-
ing onto the land of another is liable for damages incurred as a 
result of such conduct or $500, whichever is greater, in addi-
tion to reasonable attorney fees and costs. The bill further pro-
vides that any person who releases hunting dogs adjacent to 
lands subject to the trespass of the hunting dogs who knew or 
should have known that a trespass was imminent and who is in 
the act of hunting or training hunting dogs is subject to a Class 
3 misdemeanor. 
Patron - Marsden

SB1549  Performance of abortions; informed writ-
ten consent. Eliminates all the procedures and processes, 
including the performance of an ultrasound, required to effect a 
woman's informed written consent to the performance of an 
abortion; however, the bill does not change the requirement 
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that a woman's informed written consent be first obtained. The 
bill reduces from two to one the number of consulting physi-
cians who must certify that a third trimester abortion is neces-
sary to prevent the woman's death or impairment of her mental 
or physical health and eliminates the need for such physicians 
to find that the woman's health would be substantially and irre-
mediably impaired. The bill removes language classifying 
facilities that perform five or more first trimester abortions per 
month as hospitals for the purpose of complying with regula-
tions establishing minimum standards for hospitals.   
Patron - Wexton

SB1560 Possession of child pornography where the 
accused has produced the child pornography; penalties.
Provides that any person who knowingly possesses child por-
nography that he has produced shall be punished by not less 
than five years nor more than 20 years in a state correctional 
facility, two years of which shall be a mandatory minimum 
term of imprisonment. The bill also provides that any person 
who knowingly (i) reproduces by any means, sells, gives away, 
distributes, electronically transmits, displays, purchases, or 
possesses with intent to sell, give away, distribute, transmit, or 
display child pornography that he has produced or (ii) com-
mands, entreats, or otherwise attempts to persuade another per-
son to send, submit, transfer, or provide to him any child 
pornography in order to gain entry into a group, association, or 
assembly of persons engaged in trading or sharing child por-
nography that he has produced shall be punished by not less 
than five years nor more than 20 years in a state correctional 
facility, five years of which shall be a mandatory minimum 
term of imprisonment. A second or subsequent offense involv-
ing the reproduction or attempts to persuade another person to 
send child pornography that was produced by the offender 
shall be punished by not less than 10 years nor more than 20 
years in a state correctional facility, 10 years of which shall be 
a mandatory minimum term of imprisonment. The bill pro-
vides that any violation involving child pornography that the 
accused has produced constitutes a separate and distinct 
offense from other production of child pornography offenses. 
Patron - Norment

Criminal Procedure

Passed

HB1411 Withdrawal of privately retained counsel.
Allows a privately retained counsel in a criminal case to with-
draw from representation without leave of court after certifica-
tion of a charge by a district court by providing written notice 
within 10 days of the certification to the client, the attorney for 
the Commonwealth, and the circuit court. The bill also directs 
the Judicial Council to review the current process for with-
drawal of privately retained counsel in civil cases and submit a 
report by November 1, 2017, to the Chairmen of the House and 
Senate Committees for Courts of Justice. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Albo

HB1545 Delayed appeals in criminal cases; assign-
ment of errors dismissed in part. Provides that an appellant 
may file a motion for leave to pursue a delayed appeal in a 
criminal case in the Court of Appeals of Virginia when the 
appeal was dismissed, in whole or in part, for a failure to (i) 
initiate the appeal; (ii) adhere to proper form, procedures, or 
time limits in the perfection of the appeal; or (iii) file the indis-
pensable transcript or written statement of facts, even if other 
parts of the appeal were refused on the merits. Under current 
law, an appellant may not pursue a delayed appeal in such a 
case if part of the appeal was refused on the merits. The bill 
also provides that an appellant may file a motion for leave to 
pursue a delayed appeal in a criminal case that is appealed to 
the Supreme Court of Virginia from the Court of Appeals of 
Virginia for those assignments of error that were dismissed 
because they did not adhere to a proper form, even if other 
assignments of error were refused on the merits. As introduced, 
this bill was a recommendation of the Judicial Council of Vir-
ginia. This bill is identical to SB 853. 
Patron - Collins

HB1546 Juror information; confidentiality. Limits 
to name and home address the personal information of a juror 
impaneled in a criminal case that the court may only regulate 
the disclosure of upon a showing of good cause, which 
includes a likelihood of bribery, tampering, or physical injury 
to or harassment of a juror. The bill limits the release of any 
additional personal information, defined in the bill as any 
information other than a name and home address, of a juror 
impaneled in a criminal case to the counsel of record in the 
case or a pro se defendant. The bill also provides that the court 
may, upon the motion of either party or its own motion, and for 
good cause shown, authorize the disclosure of such personal 
information to any other person, subject to any restrictions 
imposed by the court on further dissemination of such personal 
information. 
Patron - Collins

HB1560  Procedure when aliens convicted of cer-
tain felonies; forms. Requires an alienage determination made 
by a probation or parole officer to be submitted to the Central 
Criminal Records Exchange of the Department of State Police 
(Exchange) in a format approved by the Exchange. Current law 
requires the Exchange to provide reporting forms to the proba-
tion and parole officers.   
Patron - Krizek

HB1579 Transportation order for defendant held 
in correctional facility. Requires the court or clerk, upon 
request of the attorney for the Commonwealth or counsel for 
the defendant, to issue a transportation order for a defendant to 
be brought to court from a correctional facility. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1647 Presentence report; waiver by defendant. 
Expands from guilty to guilty or nolo contendere the pleas for 
which a court is required to direct a probation officer to create 
a presentence report upon conviction for certain felonies. The 
bill provides that upon a conviction or plea agreement for such 
felonies, the defendant and the attorney for the Commonwealth 
may waive the presentence report.
Patron - Loupassi
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HB1855 Restitution; form order, enforcement, 
noncompliance; etc. Makes numerous changes related to the 
repayment of court-ordered restitution, including: (i) requiring 
the court to enter the amount of restitution, the date by which 
all restitution is to be paid, and the terms and conditions of 
repayment on a form prescribed by the Office of the Executive 
Secretary of the Supreme Court; (ii) providing that docketing 
an order of restitution as a civil judgment does not prohibit the 
court from enforcing such order by any other available means; 
(iii) requiring the clerk of every circuit and district court to 
submit quarterly reports to the attorney for the Commonwealth 
and any probation agency serving the locality listing (a) all 
defendants with outstanding balances of court-ordered restitu-
tion and (b) all accounts where more than 90 days have passed 
since such account was sent to collections and no payments 
have been made; and (iv) removing the court's authority to 
impose a fine not to exceed $500 for a defendant's nonpayment 
of court-ordered fines, costs, restitution, forfeiture, or penalties 
after the defendant has entered into an installment or deferred 
payment agreement. As introduced, the bill was a recommen-
dation of the Virginia State Crime Commission. This bill is 
identical to SB 1284. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1856 Restitution; probation. Provides that for 
any offense that occurs on or after July 1, 2017, if restitution is 
ordered at the time of sentencing, the court shall place the 
defendant on an indefinite term of probation until all ordered 
restitution is paid in full. The bill requires that a probation 
agency ordered to monitor the restitution payments of a defen-
dant placed on supervised probation notify the court and the 
attorney for the Commonwealth of the amount of unsatisfied 
restitution, if any, 30 days prior to the defendant's release from 
supervision. The bill also requires that a court schedule a hear-
ing if any restitution remains unsatisfied on the date upon 
which restitution was to be paid in full within 90 days of such 
date if no probation agency was ordered to monitor the defen-
dant's payments. The bill also establishes a mechanism for 
releasing a defendant from an indefinite term of probation even 
though all ordered restitution has not been paid in full. As 
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia 
State Crime Commission. This bill is identical to SB 1285. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1874 Search warrants; customer records from 
financial institutions. Provides that a search warrant for 
records pertaining to a customer of a financial institution, 
money transmitter, commercial business that provides credit 
reports, or credit card issuer may be executed in the Common-
wealth by hand, mail, commercial delivery service, facsimile, 
or other electronic means. The bill requires the executing offi-
cer to file the warrant in the circuit court clerk's office where 
the warrant was executed within three days after receiving the 
ordered records. The bill eliminates the requirement that a 
copy of the warrant be filed where the warrant was issued for 
all search warrants. The bill provides that the search warrant 
will be considered executed in the jurisdiction where the entity 
on which the warrant is served is located. This bill is identical 
to SB 1310.
Patron - Pogge

HB1882 Capital cases; replacing certain terminol-
ogy. Replaces the term "mental retardation" in all of its various 
iterations with a corresponding iteration of the term "intellec-
tual disability" for purposes of the statutes governing capital 
cases. The U.S. Supreme Court has held in Hall v. Florida, 134 
S. Ct. 1986 (2014), that the terms describe the identical phe-
nomenon. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia State 
Crime Commission. This bill is identical to SB 1352. 
Patron - Hope

HB1903  Admissibility of business records; crimi-
nal proceedings. Extends to criminal proceedings the existing 
procedures in civil proceedings for the authentication and 
foundation necessary for the admission of a business record 
under the business records exception to the rule against hear-
say.  
Patron - Heretick

HB1996 Incompetent defendants; psychiatric 
treatment. Requires that a defendant who is found incompe-
tent to stand trial for a crime and who is ordered to receive 
treatment to restore his competency at an inpatient hospital be 
transferred to and accepted by the hospital as soon as practica-
ble, but no later than 10 days, from the receipt of the court 
order for restoration treatment. 
Patron - Hope

HB2066 Criminal history record information; 
National Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact of 1998.
Authorizes Virginia to become a signatory to the National 
Crime Prevention and Privacy Compact of 1998. The Compact 
allows member states to exchange criminal history records for 
noncriminal justice purposes according to the laws of the 
requesting state. 
Patron - Mullin

HB2084 Search warrants; person subject to arrest.
Authorizes the issuance of a search warrant to search for and 
seize any person for whom a warrant or process for arrest has 
been issued. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia State 
Crime Commission. This bill is identical to SB 1260.
Patron - Herring

HB2127 Rights of victims of sexual assault; physi-
cal evidence recovery kits. Requires that victims of sexual 
assault be advised by the investigating law-enforcement 
agency of their rights regarding physical evidence recovery 
kits. The bill requires the Division of Consolidated Laboratory 
Services of the Virginia Department of General Services and 
law-enforcement agencies to store a physical evidence recov-
ery kit for an additional 10 years following a written objection 
to its destruction from the victim. The bill requires the law-
enforcement agency to notify the victim at least 60 days prior 
to the intended date of destruction of the kit and provides that 
no victim of sexual assault shall be charged for the cost of col-
lecting or storing a kit. 
Patron - Levine

HB2184 Evaluation of inmate; inpatient psychiat-
ric hospital admission. Requires that if the person having cus-
tody of an inmate of a local correctional facility files a petition 
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for inpatient psychiatric hospital admission of the inmate, the 
person having custody shall ensure that the appropriate com-
munity services board or behavioral health authority is advised 
of the need for a preadmission screening. The bill further 
requires the person having custody of the inmate to contact the 
director or other senior management at the community services 
board or behavioral health authority if such board or authority 
does not respond to the advisement that a preadmission screen-
ing is necessary or fails to complete the preadmission screen-
ing. 
Patron - Yost

HB2240 Crime victim's right to nondisclosure of 
certain information; murder. Requires that written consent 
provided by the victim's next of kin to law enforcement is nec-
essary, if the victim is a minor, before a law-enforcement 
agency may disclose any information that identifies the victim 
of a crime that resulted in the victim's death. 
Patron - Miller

HB2329  Division of Capitol Police; arrest without 
warrant. Adds members of the Division of Capitol Police to 
the list of officers authorized to arrest without a warrant in cer-
tain situations.   
Patron - Morefield

HB2338 Restitution; priority of payments. Provides 
that whenever a defendant owes court-ordered restitution pay-
ments, any money collected shall be used first to satisfy such 
restitution order and any collection costs associated with resti-
tution prior to being used to satisfy any other fines or costs 
owed by the defendant.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB2386 Collection of unpaid court fines, etc.
Increases the grace period after which collection activity for 
unpaid court fines, costs, forfeitures, penalties, and restitution 
may be commenced from 30 days to 90 days after sentencing 
or judgment. The bill also establishes the requirements for 
deferred or installment payment agreements that a court must 
offer a defendant who is unable to pay court-ordered fines, 
costs, forfeitures, and penalties. The bill requires that a court 
take into account a defendant's financial circumstances, includ-
ing whether the defendant owes fines and costs to other courts, 
in setting the terms of a payment agreement. The bill fixes the 
maximum down payments that a court may require as a condi-
tion of entering a payment plan and provides that payments 
made within 10 days of their due date are timely made. The bill 
precludes a court from denying a defendant the opportunity to 
enter into a payment agreement solely because of the crime 
committed, the total amount owed or that such amount has 
been referred to collections, any previous default by the defen-
dant or failure to establish a payment history, or the defendant's 
eligibility for a restricted driver's license. The bill allows all 
costs and fines owed by a defendant to any one court to be 
incorporated into one payment agreement and allows a defen-
dant to request a modification of the terms of the agreement, 
which shall be granted upon a good faith showing of need. The 
bill requires a court to consider a request by a defendant who 
has defaulted on a payment agreement to enter into a subse-
quent agreement and requires the court to fix a down payment 
for subsequent payment agreements. Finally, the bill provides 

that the payment agreement includes restitution unless the 
court has entered a separate order regarding the payment of 
restitution. This bill is identical to SB 854. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Loupassi

HB2462 Inpatient psychiatric hospital admission; 
defendant found incompetent. Removes the prohibition on 
inpatient psychiatric hospital admission for defendants who 
have already been ordered to receive treatment to restore their 
competency to stand trial. This bill is identical to SB 935.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

SB853 Delayed appeals in criminal cases; assign-
ment of errors dismissed in part. Provides that an appellant 
may file a motion for leave to pursue a delayed appeal in a 
criminal case in the Court of Appeals of Virginia when the 
appeal was dismissed, in whole or in part, for a failure to (i) 
initiate the appeal; (ii) adhere to proper form, procedures, or 
time limits in the perfection of the appeal; or (iii) file the indis-
pensable transcript or written statement of facts, even if other 
parts of the appeal were refused on the merits. Under current 
law, an appellant may not pursue a delayed appeal in such a 
case if part of the appeal was refused on the merits. The bill 
also provides that an appellant may file a motion for leave to 
pursue a delayed appeal in a criminal case that is appealed to 
the Supreme Court of Virginia from the Court of Appeals of 
Virginia for those assignments of error that were dismissed 
because they did not adhere to a proper form, even if other 
assignments of error were refused on the merits. As introduced, 
this bill was a recommendation of the Judicial Council of Vir-
ginia. This bill is identical to HB 1545.
Patron - Stanley

SB854 Collection of unpaid court fines, etc. 
Increases the grace period after which collection activity for 
unpaid court fines, costs, forfeitures, penalties, and restitution 
may be commenced from 30 days to 90 days after sentencing 
or judgment. The bill also establishes the requirements for 
deferred or installment payment agreements that a court must 
offer a defendant who is unable to pay court-ordered fines, 
costs, forfeitures, and penalties. The bill requires that a court 
take into account a defendant's financial circumstances, includ-
ing whether the defendant owes fines and costs to other courts, 
in setting the terms of a payment agreement. The bill fixes the 
maximum down payments that a court may require as a condi-
tion of entering a payment plan and provides that payments 
made within 10 days of their due date are timely made. The bill 
precludes a court from denying a defendant the opportunity to 
enter into a payment agreement solely because of the crime 
committed, the total amount owed or that such amount has 
been referred to collections, any previous default by the defen-
dant or failure to establish a payment history, or the defendant's 
eligibility for a restricted driver's license. The bill allows all 
costs and fines owed by a defendant to any one court to be 
incorporated into one payment agreement and allows a defen-
dant to request a modification of the terms of the agreement, 
which shall be granted upon a good faith showing of need. The 
bill requires a court to consider a request by a defendant who 
has defaulted on a payment agreement to enter into a subse-
quent agreement and requires the court to fix a down payment 
for subsequent payment agreements. Finally, the bill provides 
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that the payment agreement includes restitution unless the 
court has entered a separate order regarding the payment of 
restitution. This bill is identical to HB 2386. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Stanley

SB935 Inpatient psychiatric hospital admission; 
defendant found incompetent. Removes the prohibition on 
inpatient psychiatric hospital admission for defendants who 
have already been ordered to receive treatment to restore their 
competency to stand trial. This bill incorporates SB 895 and is 
identical to HB 2462.
Patron - Lucas

SB1257  Two-way video testimony; forensic analy-
sis and examination. Provides that any testimony offered by 
either party in a preliminary hearing or sentencing hearing, or 
offered by the accused in any hearing other than a trial, from a 
person who performed an analysis or examination that resulted 
in a certificate of analysis may be presented by two-way video 
conferencing. The bill provides that any decision to purchase a 
two-way electronic video and audio communication system is 
at the discretion of the locality.    
Patron - Chafin

SB1260 Search warrants; person subject to arrest.
Authorizes the issuance of a search warrant to search for and 
seize any person for whom a warrant or process for arrest has 
been issued. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia State 
Crime Commission. This bill is identical to HB 2084.
Patron - Black

SB1284 Restitution; form order, enforcement, non-
compliance; etc. Makes numerous changes related to the 
repayment of court-ordered restitution, including: (i) requiring 
the court to enter the amount of restitution, the date by which 
all restitution is to be paid, and the terms and conditions of 
repayment on a form prescribed by the Office of the Executive 
Secretary of the Supreme Court; (ii) providing that docketing 
an order of restitution as a civil judgment does not prohibit the 
court from enforcing such order by any other available means; 
(iii) requiring the clerk of every circuit and district court to 
submit quarterly reports to the attorney for the Commonwealth 
and any probation agency serving the locality listing (a) all 
defendants with outstanding balances of court-ordered restitu-
tion and (b) all accounts where more than 90 days have passed 
since such account was sent to collections and no payments 
have been made; and (iv) removing the court's authority to 
impose a fine not to exceed $500 for a defendant's nonpayment 
of court-ordered fines, costs, restitution, forfeiture, or penalties 
after the defendant has entered into an installment or deferred 
payment agreement. As introduced, the bill was a recommen-
dation of the Virginia State Crime Commission. This bill is 
identical to HB 1855. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1285 Restitution; probation. Provides that for any 
offense that occurs on or after July 1, 2017, if restitution is 
ordered at the time of sentencing, the court shall place the 
defendant on an indefinite term of probation until all ordered 
restitution is paid in full. The bill requires that a probation 

agency ordered to monitor the restitution payments of a defen-
dant placed on supervised probation notify the court and the 
attorney for the Commonwealth of the amount of unsatisfied 
restitution, if any, 30 days prior to the defendant's release from 
supervision. The bill also requires that a court schedule a hear-
ing if any restitution remains unsatisfied on the date upon 
which restitution was to be paid in full within 90 days of such 
date if no probation agency was ordered to monitor the defen-
dant's payments. The bill also establishes a mechanism for 
releasing a defendant from an indefinite term of probation even 
though all ordered restitution has not been paid in full. As 
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia 
State Crime Commission. This bill is identical to HB 1856. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1310 Search warrants; customer records from 
financial institutions. Provides that a search warrant for 
records pertaining to a customer of a financial institution, 
money transmitter, commercial business that provides credit 
reports, or credit card issuer may be executed in the Common-
wealth by hand, mail, commercial delivery service, facsimile, 
or other electronic means. The bill requires the executing offi-
cer to file the warrant in the circuit court clerk's office where 
the warrant was executed within three days after receiving the 
ordered records. The bill eliminates the requirement that a 
copy of the warrant be filed where the warrant was issued for 
all search warrants. The bill provides that the search warrant 
will be considered executed in the jurisdiction where the entity 
on which the warrant is served is located. The bill is identical 
to HB 1874.
Patron - Norment

SB1330 Critical incident stress management team 
and critical stress management team privileged communi-
cations. Provides that certain communications regarding a crit-
ical incident to a peer support team member are included in the 
critical incident stress management team privilege. Under cur-
rent law, the privilege applies only to members of a critical 
incident stress management team. The bill specifies that a peer 
support team shall be headed by a Virginia-licensed clinical 
psychologist, Virginia-licensed psychiatrist, Virginia-licensed 
clinical social worker, or Virginia-licensed professional coun-
selor with at least five years of experience as a mental health 
consultant who works directly with emergency medical ser-
vices personnel or public safety personnel to meet the accredi-
tation standards. Finally, the bill defines a critical incident as 
an incident that induces an abnormally high level of negative 
emotions in response to a perceived loss of control and is often 
related to a threat to the well-being of emergency medical ser-
vices personnel or public safety personnel or to the well-being 
of another individual for whom such personnel has some obli-
gation of personal or professional concern. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1352 Capital cases; replacing certain terminol-
ogy. Replaces the term "mental retardation" in all of its various 
iterations with a corresponding iteration of the term "intellec-
tual disability" for purposes of the statutes governing capital 
cases. The U.S. Supreme Court has held in Hall v. Florida, 134 
S. Ct. 1986 (2014), that the terms describe the identical phe-
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nomenon. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia State 
Crime Commission. This bill is identical to HB 1882. 
Patron - Howell

SB1501 Victim's right to notification of scientific 
analysis information. Provides that for any physical evidence 
recovery kit that was received by a law-enforcement agency 
prior to July 1, 2016, and submitted for analysis, the victim, a 
parent or guardian of a minor victim, or the next of kin of a 
deceased victim shall be notified of the completion of the anal-
ysis and shall, upon request, receive information regarding the 
results of any analysis from the law-enforcement agency. The 
bill provides that law enforcement shall not be required to dis-
close the results of any analysis to an alleged perpetrator. The 
bill contains technical amendments. 
Patron - Favola

SB1564 DUI; search warrants for blood withdraw-
als. Provides that an application for a search warrant to per-
form a blood test on a person suspected of committing a DUI-
related offense shall be given priority over pending matters that 
do not involve an imminent risk to another's health or safety.
Patron - Norment

SB1594 Conservators of the peace; investigator 
employed by an attorney for the Commonwealth. Desig-
nates an investigator who is employed by an attorney for the 
Commonwealth as a conservator of the peace, provided that 
such investigator was an active law-enforcement officer within 
10 years immediately prior to being employed by the attorney 
for the Commonwealth and retired or resigned from that posi-
tion in good standing. 
Patron - Vogel

Failed

HB1511  Presentence reports. Provides that a court 
shall not order a presentence report in any case in which a 
defendant is convicted of certain firearms-related crimes that 
require the imposition of a mandatory minimum sentence, pro-
vided that the defendant is convicted of no other crime in the 
same case.  
Patron - Lindsey

HB1513  Personal appearance by two-way elec-
tronic video and audio communication. Requires any court 
to use two-way electronic video and audio communication, if 
available, in any pre-trial proceeding to determine bail or rep-
resentation by counsel that would otherwise require the trans-
portation of a person in order to appear in person before the 
court. Under current law, only district courts are required to use 
such communication to conduct these pre-trial proceedings and 
only if the person would have to be transported from outside 
the jurisdiction of the court conducting the proceeding.  
Patron - Farrell

HB1522  Death penalty; severe mental illness. Pro-
vides that a defendant in a capital case who had a severe mental 
illness, which is defined in the bill, at the time of the offense is 
not eligible for the death penalty. The bill establishes proce-

dures for determining whether a defendant had a severe mental 
illness at the time of the offense and provides for the appoint-
ment of expert evaluators. When the defendant's severe mental 
illness is at issue, a determination will be made by the jury, or 
by the judge in a bench trial, as part of the sentencing proceed-
ing, and the defendant bears the burden of proving his severe 
mental illness by a preponderance of the evidence.   
Patron - Leftwich

HB1613  Testimony of law-enforcement officer; 
failure of body-worn camera. Provides that a law-enforce-
ment officer who is required to wear a body-worn camera 
during the performance of his duties and fails to cause an 
audiovisual recording to be made may still testify regarding 
any occurrence that would have otherwise been recorded by 
the body-worn camera, but the court shall instruct the jury that 
the officer's failure shall be considered in determining the 
weight given to his testimony or, if there is no jury, the court 
shall consider such failure in determining the weight given to 
his testimony.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1621  Preliminary hearing; certification of 
ancillary misdemeanors; fees and costs. Provides that if, pur-
suant to a preliminary hearing, a district court certifies a felony 
offense and any ancillary misdemeanor offense for trial in cir-
cuit court, fees and costs shall be assessed against the accused 
in the same manner as if a final judgment had been entered by 
the district court on the misdemeanor offense.  
Patron - Collins

HB1655  Sentencing guidelines; appeals. Allows a 
court's failure to file the required written explanation deviating 
from the discretionary sentencing guidelines to be reviewable 
on appeal, provided that the sentence imposed exceeded the 
maximum of the sentencing guidelines range by more than 12 
months. The bill provides that the appellate court reviewing the 
sentence shall (i) determine whether there exists evidence of 
potential bias by the court that imposed the sentence and (ii) if 
such evidence is found, review the sentence for abuse of dis-
cretion.  
Patron - Lindsey

HB1812  Presentence reports; access by work 
release programs. Authorizes the court to provide a copy of a 
presentence report to the director or administrator of a work 
release program if the person who is the subject of the report is 
under consideration for participation in such program.  
Patron - Leftwich

HB1908  Expungement of police and court records. 
Provides that a court that enters a nolle prosequi for a criminal 
charge or dismisses such charge for any reason may, upon 
motion of the person charged and with the agreement of the 
attorney for the Commonwealth, enter an order requiring the 
expungement of the police and court records relating to the 
charge.  
Patron - Heretick

HB1997  Warrantless arrest for misdemeanor; 
transportation to crisis stabilization unit. Authorizes a law-
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enforcement officer who makes a warrantless arrest of a person 
for a misdemeanor offense who the officer believes has a men-
tal illness to transport such person to a crisis stabilization unit 
or similar facility in lieu of taking him before a magistrate, pro-
vided that the use of such unit or facility has been approved by 
the chief judge of the circuit court serving the jurisdiction 
where the arrest occurred. Any person transported to such unit 
or facility shall be issued a summons by the arresting officer 
for the offense for which he was arrested.   
Patron - Hope

HB2039  Discretionary sentencing guideline mid-
points; possession of child pornography. Raises the midpoint 
of the recommended sentencing range for possession of child 
pornography by (i) 100 percent in cases in which the defendant 
has no previous conviction of a violent felony offense; (ii) 200 
percent in cases in which the defendant has previously been 
convicted of a violent felony offense punishable by a maxi-
mum punishment of less than 40 years; and (iii) 400 percent in 
cases in which the defendant has previously been convicted of 
a violent felony offense punishable by a maximum punishment 
of 40 years or more. The bill also requires a court that imposes 
a sentence that is less than the midpoint of the sentencing 
guidelines to review all child pornography possessed by the 
defendant.  
Patron - Miller

HB2062  Definition of law-enforcement officer; 
municipal park rangers. Requires sworn municipal park 
rangers to be certified through completion of training at an 
approved criminal justice training academy. The bill authorizes 
sworn municipal park rangers to access criminal history record 
information for the purposes of the administration of criminal 
justice and the screening of an employment application. The 
bill provides that any sworn municipal park ranger who is a 
conservator of the peace shall be considered a law-enforcement 
officer or member of a law-enforcement agency for the pur-
poses of (i) execution and issuance of warrants; (ii) exemption 
from regulations in certain situations; (iii) obtaining criminal 
record information; (iv) use of flashing blue warning lights; (v) 
possession of controlled substances, including marijuana, in 
the performance of his duties; (vi) penalties for eluding a law-
enforcement officer; (vii) penalties for obstruction of justice; 
(viii) penalties for false reporting; (ix) penalties for escapes 
from jail; and (x) penalties for resisting arrest.  
Patron - Mullin

HB2073 Certain fraud crimes; multi-jurisdiction 
grand jury; Virginia Consumer Protection Act. Adds the 
offenses of obtaining money by false pretense, financial 
exploitation of mentally incapacitated persons, and construc-
tion fraud to the criminal violations that a multi-jurisdiction 
grand jury may investigate and to prohibited practices under 
the Virginia Consumer Protection Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.).
Patron - Watts

HB2083  Restitution; modification of terms and 
conditions of payment plan. Permits the court to modify the 
terms and conditions of a restitution payment plan or amend 
the total amount of restitution due for good cause shown and 
only after a hearing of which the defendant, attorney for the 

Commonwealth, and victim have been notified. This bill is a 
recommendation of the Virginia State Crime Commission.   
Patron - Herring

HB2085  Petition for writ of actual innocence. Pro-
vides that a person may petition for a writ of actual innocence 
based on biological evidence regardless of the type of plea he 
entered at trial. Under current law, a person may petition for a 
writ based on biological evidence if he (i) entered a plea of not 
guilty, (ii) is convicted of murder, or (iii) is convicted of a fel-
ony for which the maximum punishment is imprisonment for 
life. The bill also provides that the Supreme Court of Virginia 
shall grant the writ upon finding that the petitioner has proven 
the allegations supporting the writ by a preponderance of the 
evidence. Currently, the Court must make such a finding based 
on clear and convincing evidence.  
Patron - Herring

HB2086  Writ of actual innocence based on nonbio-
logical evidence; untested evidence. Allows a writ of actual 
innocence based on nonbiological evidence to be granted if sci-
entific testing of previously untested evidence, regardless of 
whether such evidence was available or known at the time of 
conviction, proves that no trier of fact would have found proof 
of guilt of the person petitioning for the writ, provided that the 
testing procedure was not available at the time of conviction. 
The bill also eliminates the provision that limits a petitioner to 
only one writ for any conviction.   
Patron - Herring

HB2087  Sentencing guidelines; written explana-
tion. Requires the written explanation that the court shall file 
with the record of a case when departing from the sentencing 
guidelines to adequately explain the sentence imposed to pro-
mote fair sentencing.   
Patron - Herring

HB2330  Inpatient psychiatric hospital admission; 
defendant found incompetent. Removes the prohibition on 
inpatient psychiatric hospital admission for defendants who 
have already been ordered to receive treatment to restore their 
competency to stand trial.    
Patron - Heretick

HB2333  Multi-jurisdiction grand jury; certain 
fraud crimes. Adds the offenses of obtaining money by false 
pretense, financial exploitation of mentally incapacitated per-
sons, and construction fraud to the criminal violations that a 
multi-jurisdiction grand jury may investigate.   
Patron - Watts

HB2334  Certain fraud crimes; forfeiture of motor 
vehicle. Provides that motor vehicles used in connection with 
an offense of obtaining money by false pretense, financial 
exploitation of mentally incapacitated persons, or construction 
fraud are subject to forfeiture to the Commonwealth upon con-
viction.  
Patron - Watts

HB2339  Probation violations; intermediate sanc-
tions. Authorizes a court to delegate the authority to impose an 
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intermediate sanction on an offender who has violated any 
term or condition of his probation to a probation officer or a 
community-based probation officer. The bill authorizes a pro-
bation officer to commit such offender to a local or regional jail 
for a period of no more than five consecutive days, provided 
that (i) the probation officer's supervisor has approved the 
commitment of the offender, (ii) the probation officer has 
issued a noncompliance letter, and (iii) the offender has know-
ingly executed a written waiver of his right to a probation vio-
lation hearing and has consented to the commitment. The bill 
limits the total of all intermediate sanctions that may be 
imposed to no more than 30 total days during the offender's 
probation period.  
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB2399   Multi-jurisdiction grand jury; hate 
crimes. Adds the following to the list of crimes that a multi-
jurisdiction grand jury may investigate: (i) simple assault or 
assault and battery where the victim was intentionally selected 
because of his race, religious conviction, color, or national ori-
gin; (ii) entering the property of another for purposes of dam-
aging such property or its contents or interfering with the rights 
of the owner, user, or occupant where such property was inten-
tionally selected because of the race, religious conviction, 
color, or national origin of the owner, user, or occupant; and 
(iii) various offenses that tend to cause violence.   
Patron - Bagby

HB2414 Limited immunity when reporting acts of 
self-defense; penalties. Provides that no statements made by a 
person in a good faith effort to promptly report an incident 
involving the threatened or actual use of justifiable physical or 
deadly physical force may be used against that person in any 
civil or criminal proceeding. The bill also provides that any 
documents or reports regarding a statement made by a person 
in a good faith effort to promptly report an incident involving 
the threatened or actual use of justifiable physical or deadly 
physical force, in a good faith effort to obtain emergency medi-
cal or law enforcement assistance, shall not be released to the 
public or news media prior to its use in a trial involving such 
incident if it is reasonably expected that a trial involving such 
incident will occur. If it is not reasonably expected that a trial 
involving such incident will occur, the contents of the report 
may be released to the public or news media at the discretion of 
the attorney for the Commonwealth or with the consent of the 
person who made the statement. The bill also provides that any 
person who uses any statements made by a person in a good 
faith effort to promptly report an incident involving the threat-
ened or actual use of justifiable physical or deadly physical 
force against him in a civil or criminal proceeding, or provides 
any documents that are not releasable to the public, is guilty of 
a Class 1 misdemeanor for the first offense, a Class 6 felony for 
a second offense, and a Class 5 felony for a third or subsequent 
offense.  
Patron - Ware

HB2416 Special conservators of the peace; author-
ity; insurance. Replaces the powers that may be provided in 
the power of appointment for a special conservator of the peace 
(SCOP) which may include all powers, functions, responsibili-
ties, and authority of any other conservator of the peace, with 
only the duties for which the SCOP is qualified as specified on 

his application. The bill requires the order of appointment to 
provide that such duties shall be exercised only in the geo-
graphical limitations specified by the court. The bill requires 
that the order delineate a limit beyond which the SCOP may 
not effectuate an arrest following a close pursuit. The bill pro-
hibits all SCOPs from using the word "police" and all SCOPs 
other than those employed by a state agency from using the 
seal of the Commonwealth on his equipment in the perfor-
mance of his duties. The bill requires that the mandatory liabil-
ity insurance for SCOPs be in an amount of not less than $1 
million. 
Patron - Fowler

HB2452 Discovery in criminal cases; duty to pro-
vide. Provides that the attorney for the Commonwealth, upon 
written notice by an accused to the court and to the attorney for 
the Commonwealth, must permit the accused to inspect, copy, 
or photograph (i) any relevant written or recorded statements 
or confessions made by the accused and the substance of any 
oral statements or confessions made by the accused to any law-
enforcement officer; (ii) any relevant written reports of autop-
sies, ballistic tests, fingerprint analyses, handwriting analyses, 
blood, urine, and breath tests, other scientific reports, and writ-
ten reports of a physical or mental examination of the accused 
or the alleged victim; (iii) designated books, papers, docu-
ments, tangible objects, buildings, or places, or copies or por-
tions thereof, that are within the possession, custody, or control 
of the Commonwealth; and (iv) any relevant police reports. 
The bill provides that the attorney for the Commonwealth may 
withhold or redact certain information from such disclosures 
made and that the accused may file a motion to compel disclo-
sure of any information withheld or redacted. The bill also pro-
vides that if the accused files a written notice that the accused 
must permit the Commonwealth to inspect, copy, or photo-
graph any (a) books, papers, documents, photographs, motion 
pictures, mechanical or electronic recordings, tangible objects, 
or copies or portions thereof that are within the possession, 
custody, or control of the accused and that the accused intends 
to introduce in evidence at the trial and (b) photographic results 
or reports of physical or mental examinations or of tests, mea-
surements, or experiments made in connection with the case, or 
copies thereof, within the possession and control of the 
accused that the accused intends to introduce in evidence at the 
trial or that were prepared by a witness whom the accused 
intends to call at the trial, when the results or reports relate to 
his testimony. The accused's duty to provide discovery shall be 
in addition to any duty to provide reciprocal discovery pursu-
ant to Rule 3A:11 of the Rules of Supreme Court of Virginia.
Patron - Morris

SB796 Expungement of certain charges and convic-
tions. Allows a person to petition for expungement of convic-
tions and deferred disposition dismissals for marijuana 
possession, underage alcohol possession, and using a false ID 
to obtain alcohol when the offense occurred prior to the per-
son's twenty-first birthday, all court costs, fines, and restitution 
have been paid, and five years have elapsed since the date of 
completion of all terms of sentencing and probation. 
Patron - McDougle

SB797   Competency to stand trial; evaluations. 
Allows the court on its own motion or that of either party to 
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request an additional evaluation of the defendant's competency 
to stand trial after receipt of the first competency evaluation.  
Patron - McDougle

SB808  Discretionary sentencing guideline work-
sheets; use by juries. Requires that the jury be given the appli-
cable discretionary sentencing guideline worksheets during a 
sentencing proceeding and that the court instruct the jury that 
the sentencing guideline worksheets are discretionary and not 
binding on the jury. The bill requires sentencing guideline 
worksheets to be kept confidential by the jurors and filed under 
seal by the court.   
Patron - Stanley

SB825 New sentencing hearing; abolition of parole.
Provides that a person who was sentenced by a jury prior to the 
date of the Supreme Court of Virginia decision in Fishback v. 
Commonwealth, 260 Va. 104 (June 9, 2000), in which the 
Court held that a jury should be instructed on the fact that 
parole has been abolished, for nonviolent felony committed 
prior to the time that the abolition of parole went into effect 
(January 1, 1995) is entitled to a new sentencing proceeding if 
such person is still incarcerated. The bill provides that such 
person shall file a petition for a new sentencing proceeding 
with the circuit court in which the order of conviction was orig-
inally entered. The circuit court shall empanel a new jury for 
the purpose of conducting the new sentencing proceeding and 
notify the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth. The bill 
also provides that if the attorney for the Commonwealth and 
the person filing the petition agree, such person may waive his 
right to a new sentencing proceeding and allow the court to fix 
punishment. 
Patron - Wexton

SB833 Community work in lieu of payment of fines 
and court costs. Extends to nonjailed defendants a program 
allowing community service in lieu of payment of fines and 
court costs. 
Patron - Sturtevant

SB861 Preliminary protective orders; contents of 
order. Provides that if a preliminary protective order is issued 
in an ex parte hearing where the petition for the order is sup-
ported by sworn testimony and not an affidavit or a completed 
form submitted with an emergency protective order request, 
the court issuing the order shall state in the order the basis on 
which the order was entered, including a summary of the alle-
gations made and the court's findings. 
Patron - Surovell

SB883  Expungement of police and court records; 
costs. Relieves a person who petitions for the expungement of 
police and court records related to a crime of which the person 
was acquitted or the charge of which was otherwise dismissed 
from paying any fees or costs for filing such petition.  
Patron - Spruill

SB895 Inpatient psychiatric hospital admission; 
defendant found incompetent. Removes the prohibition on 
inpatient psychiatric hospital admission for defendants who 
have already been ordered to receive treatment to restore their 

competency to stand trial. This bill was incorporated into 
SB935.  
Patron - Marsden

SB1066  Petition for writ of actual innocence. Pro-
vides that a person may petition for a writ of actual innocence 
based on biological evidence regardless of the type of plea he 
entered at trial. Under current law, a person may petition for a 
writ based on biological evidence if he (i) entered a plea of not 
guilty, (ii) is convicted of murder, or (iii) is convicted of a fel-
ony for which the maximum punishment is imprisonment for 
life. The bill also provides that the Supreme Court of Virginia 
shall grant the writ upon finding that the petitioner has proven 
the allegations supporting the writ by a preponderance of the 
evidence. Currently, the Court must make such a finding based 
on clear and convincing evidence.   
Patron - Deeds

SB1152 Juvenile offenders; parole. Provides that any 
person sentenced to a term of life imprisonment for a single or 
multiple felony offenses committed while that person was a 
juvenile and who has served at least 25 years of such sentence, 
or any person who has active sentences that total more than 25 
years for a single or multiple felony offenses committed while 
that person was a juvenile and who has served at least 25 years 
of such sentences, shall be eligible for parole. 
Patron - Marsden

SB1174  Community work in lieu of payment for 
fines and court costs. Provides that a court may permit an 
inmate to earn credits against any fines and court costs 
imposed against him by performing community service. Under 
current law, credits may be earned only before or after impris-
onment.  
Patron - Obenshain

SB1278  Discretionary sentencing guideline mid-
points; possession of child pornography. Raises the midpoint 
of the recommended sentencing range for possession of child 
pornography by (i) 100 percent in cases in which the defendant 
has no previous conviction of a violent felony offense; (ii) 200 
percent in cases in which the defendant has previously been 
convicted of a violent felony offense punishable by a maxi-
mum punishment of less than 40 years; and (iii) 400 percent in 
cases in which the defendant has previously been convicted of 
a violent felony offense punishable by a maximum punishment 
of 40 years or more. The bill also requires a court that imposes 
a sentence that is less than the midpoint of the sentencing 
guidelines to review all child pornography possessed by the 
defendant.  
Patron - McDougle

SB1290  Orders permitting prisoners to work on 
public works projects; sentencing. Provides that a circuit 
court or general district court judge may request any local gov-
erning body within the judicial circuit or district of such judge 
to establish prisoner workforces. The bill adds prisoner work-
forces to the list of authorized workplaces that a circuit court or 
general district court can order a prisoner to perform work and 
receive credit toward his sentence.   
Patron - Chafin
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SB1348  Death penalty; severe mental illness. Pro-
vides that a defendant in a capital case who had a severe mental 
illness, which is defined in the bill, at the time of the offense is 
not eligible for the death penalty. The bill establishes proce-
dures for determining whether a defendant had a severe mental 
illness at the time of the offense and provides for the appoint-
ment of expert evaluators. When the defendant's severe mental 
illness is at issue, a determination will be made by the jury, or 
by the judge in a bench trial, as part of the sentencing proceed-
ing, and the defendant bears the burden of proving his severe 
mental illness by a preponderance of the evidence.   
Patron - Favola

SB1445  Admissibility of prior inconsistent state-
ments in a criminal case. Provides that in all criminal cases, 
evidence of a prior statement that is inconsistent with testi-
mony at the hearing or trial is admissible if the testifying wit-
ness is subject to cross-examination and the prior statement (i) 
was made by the witness under oath at a trial, hearing, or other 
proceeding or (ii) narrates, describes, or explains an event or 
condition of which the witness had personal knowledge and (a) 
the statement is proved to have been written or signed by the 
witness; (b) the witness acknowledges under oath the making 
of the statement in his testimony at the hearing or trial in which 
the admission into evidence of the prior statement is being 
sought; or (c) the statement is proved to have been accurately 
recorded by using an audio recorder, a video/audio recorder, or 
any other similar electronic means of sound recording.  
Patron - Howell

SB1478  Restitution; modification of terms and 
conditions of payment plan. Permits the court to modify the 
terms and conditions of a restitution payment plan or amend 
the total amount of restitution due for good cause shown and 
only after a hearing of which the defendant, attorney for the 
Commonwealth, and victim have been notified. This bill is a 
recommendation of the Virginia State Crime Commission.     
Patron - McClellan

SB1502  Multi-jurisdiction grand jury; hate crimes. 
Adds the following to the list of crimes that a multi-jurisdiction 
grand jury may investigate: (i) simple assault or assault and 
battery where the victim was intentionally selected because of 
his race, religious conviction, color, or national origin; (ii) 
entering the property of another for purposes of damaging such 
property or its contents or interfering with the rights of the 
owner, user, or occupant where such property was intentionally 
selected because of the race, religious conviction, color, or 
national origin of the owner, user, or occupant; and (iii) various 
offenses that tend to cause violence.   
Patron - Favola

SB1563 Discovery in criminal cases; duty to pro-
vide. Requires the attorney for the Commonwealth, upon writ-
ten notice by an accused to the court and to the attorney for the 
Commonwealth, to permit the accused to inspect, copy, or pho-
tograph (i) any relevant written or recorded statements or con-
fessions made by the accused or any codefendant, or the 
substance of any oral statements or confessions made by the 
accused or any codefendant; (ii) any relevant written reports of 
autopsies, ballistic tests, fingerprint analyses, handwriting 
analyses, blood, urine, and breath tests, other written scientific 

reports, and written reports of a physical or mental examina-
tion of the accused or the alleged victim; (iii) any books, 
papers, documents, tangible objects, or buildings or places, or 
copies or portions thereof, that are within the possession, cus-
tody, or control of the Commonwealth; (iv) all relevant police 
reports; and (v) all relevant statements of any non-expert wit-
ness whom the Commonwealth is required to designate on a 
witness list. If the accused provides written notice for discov-
ery, the accused shall provide reciprocal discovery, which shall 
include (a) any written reports of autopsy examinations, ballis-
tic tests, fingerprint, blood, urine, and breath analyses, and 
other scientific tests that may be within the accused's posses-
sion, custody, or control and that the accused intends to proffer 
or introduce into evidence at the trial or sentencing; (b) 
whether he intends to introduce evidence to establish an alibi; 
(c) if the accused intends to rely upon an insanity defense, any 
written reports of physical or mental examination of the 
accused made in connection with the case; and (d) all relevant 
statements of any non-expert witness whom the defense desig-
nated on a witness list. The bill directs that the Commonwealth 
provide its expert disclosures no later than 14 days before trial 
and the accused provide his expert disclosures no later than 
seven days before trial. The bill provides that for good cause a 
party may withhold or redact certain information and either 
party may file a motion to compel disclosure of any informa-
tion withheld or redacted. 
Patron - Stanley

Domestic Relations

Passed

HB1456 Custody and visitation orders; parenting 
time. Provides that the court, in its discretion and as to a par-
ent, may use the phrase "parenting time" to be synonymous 
with the term "visitation" in a custody or visitation order.
Patron - Albo

HB1492 Child support orders; special needs trust; 
ABLE savings trust account. Provides that, upon the request 
of either party, a court may order that support payments be 
made to a special needs trust or an ABLE savings trust 
account.
Patron - Hope

HB1586 Court-ordered custody and visitation 
arrangements; transmission of order to child's school. Pro-
vides that, in any custody or visitation case in which an order 
prohibiting a party from picking a child up from school is 
entered, the court shall order a party to provide a copy of such 
order to the child's school within three business days of the 
receipt of the order. The bill requires that, where a custody 
determination affects a child's school enrollment, the court 
order a party to provide a copy of the custody order to the 
child's new school within three business days of the child's 
enrollment. The bill further provides that if the court deter-
mines that a party is unable to deliver the order to the school, 
such party shall provide the court with the name of the princi-
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pal and address of the school, and the court shall cause the 
order to be mailed to such principal. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1737  Personal jurisdiction over a person; 
domicile and residential requirements for suits for annul-
ment, affirmance, or divorce; civilian employees and for-
eign service officers. Extends to all civilian employees of the 
United States, where current law applies to foreign service offi-
cers, certain requirements for a court to exercise personal juris-
diction over a person stationed in a territory or foreign country 
and establishing domicile in the Commonwealth for the pur-
poses of an annulment, affirmance, or divorce. This bill is a 
recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.   
Patron - Collins

HB2289 Award of life insurance upon divorce or 
dissolution of marriage. Provides that where an order for 
spousal support or separate maintenance has been entered by 
the court, the court may order a party to maintain an existing 
life insurance policy, designate the other party as beneficiary, 
allocate the premium cost of life insurance between the parties, 
and order the insured party to facilitate the provision of certain 
information from the insurer to the beneficiary. The bill sets 
out factors to be considered by the court when making such an 
award and provides that the obligation to maintain a life insur-
ance policy ceases upon the termination of the party's obliga-
tion to pay spousal support or separate maintenance. As 
introduced, this bill was a recommendation of the Boyd-Graves 
Conference. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Leftwich

Failed

HB1395 Same-sex marriages; civil unions. Repeals 
the statutory prohibitions on same-sex marriages and civil 
unions or other arrangements between persons of the same sex 
purporting to bestow the privileges and obligations of mar-
riage. These prohibitions are no longer valid due to the United 
States Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 
U.S. (June 26, 2015).
Patron - Sickles

HB1692  Effect of divorce proceedings; transfer of 
matters to the juvenile and domestic relations district 
court; concurrent jurisdiction. Provides that, where a circuit 
court enters a divorce decree and transfers certain matters to 
the juvenile and domestic relations district court, the circuit 
court is not deprived of concurrent jurisdiction to hear such 
matters. The bill requires that any motions in the circuit court 
filed regarding such matters be heard by the circuit court after 
such transfer, unless the parties agree otherwise. The bill 
allows the court to transfer any matters covered by the divorce 
decree to a more appropriate forum.  
Patron - Collins

HB2128  Custody and visitation agreements; best 
interests of the child. Requires the court to consider any his-
tory of abuse of persons other than family members when 

determining the best interests of the child for the purposes of 
custody and visitation arrangements.   
Patron - Levine

HB2271  Custodial rights of person who committed 
sexual assault; clear and convincing standard. Provides that 
a person who has been found by a clear and convincing evi-
dence standard to have committed rape, carnal knowledge, or 
incest, which act resulted in the conception of a child who is 
the subject of the following, is not a party with a legitimate 
interest for the purposes of (i) the approval of a petition for 
custody of or rights of visitation with the child, (ii) the 
approval of an entrustment agreement for the termination of 
parental rights without the birth father's signature, or (iii) the 
validity of an adoption of the child without the birth father's 
consent. Under current law, such person must have been con-
victed of such crime to lose such custodial rights.  
Patron - Krizek

HB2273 Rights of blind parents. Provides that a 
blind parent's blindness, as defined in the bill, shall not be the 
sole basis of the denial or restriction of such parent's custody or 
visitation rights. The bill requires a party who alleges that a 
parent's blindness should be a factor to be considered to not be 
in the best interests of the child, or should otherwise be a rea-
son to deny or restrict such a parent's custody or visitation 
rights, to prove by clear and convincing evidence that the 
child's best interests would not be met or served due to such 
parent's blindness. The bill allows a blind parent to demon-
strate how supportive parenting services would appropriately 
address any threats to the child's best interests and further 
allows that such services be ordered by the court. The bill 
requires a court to make written findings where the court 
denies or restricts custody or visitation of a blind parent or 
where supportive parenting services are not ordered. The same 
requirements apply to the denial of approval of a blind pro-
spective foster parent, or removal of a child from a blind foster 
parent's home, and to the denial of a final order of adoption 
wherein the prospective adoptive parent is blind. 
Patron - LaRock

HB2293  Person with a legitimate interest; visita-
tion. Clarifies that a person with a legitimate interest may be 
awarded visitation if the court finds by clear and convincing 
evidence that the award of such visitation would be in the 
child's best interests.   
Patron - McQuinn

SB782 Same-sex marriages; civil unions. Repeals the 
statutory prohibitions on same-sex marriages and civil unions 
or other arrangements between persons of the same sex pur-
porting to bestow the privileges and obligations of marriage. 
These prohibitions are no longer valid due to the United States 
Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 U.S. ___ 
(June 26, 2015).  
Patron - Ebbin

SB859  Spousal support; termination upon payor's 
retirement. Provides that, for spousal support orders filed on 
or after July 1, 2017, any periodic payments awarded shall ter-
minate upon the payor spouse's attainment of full retirement 
age. The bill provides that the court may set a later date for ter-
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mination of such payments for good cause shown. The bill also 
requires a court to order the modification of an initial support 
order filed before July 1, 2017, so that support terminates upon 
the payor spouse's attainment of full retirement age, unless 
good cause is shown to deny the petition for modification.  
Patron - Hanger

SB1081  Award of life insurance upon divorce or 
dissolution of marriage. Provides that where an order for 
spousal support or separate maintenance has been entered by 
the court, the court may order a party to maintain an existing 
life insurance policy, renew an existing life insurance policy, 
designate the other party as beneficiary, allocate the premium 
cost of life insurance between the parties, and order the insured 
party to facilitate the provision of certain information from the 
insurer to the beneficiary. The bill sets out factors to be consid-
ered by the court when making such an award and provides 
that the obligation to maintain a life insurance policy ceases 
upon the termination of the party's obligation to pay spousal 
support or separate maintenance. This bill is a recommendation 
of the Boyd-Graves Conference.  
Patron - Wexton

SB1199 Rights of blind parents. Provides that a blind 
parent's blindness, as defined in the bill, shall not be the sole 
basis of the denial or restriction of such parent's custody or vis-
itation rights. The bill requires a party who alleges that a par-
ent's blindness should be a factor to be considered to not be in 
the best interests of the child, or should otherwise be a reason 
to deny or restrict such a parent's custody or visitation rights, to 
prove by clear and convincing evidence that the child's best 
interests would not be met or served due to such parent's blind-
ness. The bill allows a blind parent to demonstrate how sup-
portive parenting services would appropriately address any 
threats to the child's best interests and further allows that such 
services be ordered by the court. The bill requires a court to 
make findings where the court denies or restricts custody or 
visitation of a blind parent or where supportive parenting ser-
vices are not ordered, and to provide such findings in an acces-
sible format. The same requirements apply to the denial of 
approval of a blind prospective foster parent, or removal of a 
child from a blind foster parent's home, and to the denial of a 
final order of adoption wherein the prospective adoptive parent 
is blind. 
Patron - Favola

SB1317  Spousal support; military disability bene-
fits not considered income. Prohibits combat-related military 
disability benefits received by either spouse from being used to 
calculate spousal support.  
Patron - Carrico

SB1344 In camera interviews of child; court's dis-
cretion to conduct record or transcript. Provides that the 
court has the discretion to conduct an in camera interview of a 
child whose custody or visitation is at issue. The bill requires 
that any record or transcript of such interview be prepared and 
made available to the parties. Current law requires that, when 
such an interview is conducted, a record shall be prepared. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1495  Suits to annul marriage. Removes the pro-
hibition against entering an order for annulment when parties 
have been married for two years or longer.  
Patron - Locke

SB1505  Child support orders; placement in tempo-
rary custody of or commitment to the Department of Juve-
nile Justice. Provides that if a child subject to a child support 
order issued by a court or administrative agency is placed in 
the temporary custody of or committed to the Department of 
Juvenile Justice, such child support order shall be stayed as of 
the date of receipt of the juvenile by the Department and shall 
resume upon the juvenile's release from the custody of or com-
mitment to Department. The bill requires the Department to 
notify the court or administrative agency that issued the child 
support order of such a placement or commitment of the juve-
nile and of the release of the juvenile from the custody of or 
commitment to the Department.  
Patron - Marsden

Education

Passed

HB1392 School security officers; carrying a fire-
arm in performance of duties. Authorizes a school security 
officer to carry a firearm in the performance of his duties if (i) 
within 10 years immediately prior to being hired by the local 
school board he was an active law-enforcement officer in the 
Commonwealth; (ii) he retired or resigned from his position as 
a law-enforcement officer in good standing; (iii) he meets the 
training and qualifications to carry a concealed handgun as a 
retired law-enforcement officer; (iv) he has met the additional 
training and certification requirements of the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services (DCJS); (v) the local school board 
solicits input from the chief law-enforcement officer of the 
locality regarding the qualifications of the school security offi-
cer and receives verification from such chief law-enforcement 
officer that the school security officer is not prohibited by state 
or federal law from possessing, purchasing, or transporting a 
firearm; and (vi) the local school board grants him the author-
ity to carry a firearm in the performance of his duties. The bill 
requires DCJS to establish additional firearms training and cer-
tification requirements for school security officers who carry a 
firearm in the performance of their duties. Existing law 
requires DCJS to establish minimum training and certification 
requirements for school security officers.
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB1400 Virginia Virtual School established. Estab-
lishes the Board of the Virginia Virtual School (the Board) as a 
policy agency in the executive branch of state government for 
the purpose of governing the full-time virtual school programs 
offered to students enrolled in the Virginia Virtual School (the 
School). The Secretary of Education is responsible for such 
agency. The 14-member Board is given operational control of 
the School and assigned powers and duties. Beginning with the 
2019-2020 school year, the bill requires the School to be open 
to any school-age person in the Commonwealth and to provide 
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an educational program meeting the Standards of Quality for 
grades kindergarten through 12, with a maximum enrollment 
of 5,000 students statewide. The bill requires the average state 
share of Standards of Quality per pupil funding for each 
enrolled student to be transferred to the School. This bill is 
identical to SB 1240.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1408 Student vision screenings. Requires (i) the 
principal of each public elementary school to cause the vision 
of students in kindergarten and grade two or grade three to be 
screened unless certain exceptions apply and (ii) the principal 
of each public middle school and high school to cause the 
vision of students in grade seven and grade 10 to be screened 
unless certain exceptions apply and permits any such screening 
to be conducted by a qualified nonprofit vision health organi-
zation that uses a digital photoscreening method pursuant to a 
comprehensive vision program or other methods that comply 
with Department of Education requirements. The bill defines 
"qualified nonprofit vision health organization" and "compre-
hensive vision program." Under current law, the frequency of 
such vision screenings is determined by the Board of Educa-
tion pursuant to regulations. Current law is silent on the 
method and provider of such vision screenings.
Patron - Ware

HB1414 Standards of Learning assessments; par-
tial credit. Requires the Department of Education to collabo-
rate with the existing educational advisory committees in the 
Commonwealth that advise on student assessments to review 
multipart Standards of Learning assessment questions and 
determine the feasibility of awarding students partial credit for 
correct answers on one or more parts of such questions. The 
bill requires the Department to report its determination to the 
Chairmen of the House Committee on Education and the Sen-
ate Committee on Education and Health by November 1, 2017. 
The bill prohibits the Department from taking action regarding 
the awarding of partial credit prior to the 2018 Session of the 
General Assembly. 
Patron - Austin

HB1437 Sight and hearing testing of public school 
students; exception. Excludes from the requirement that the 
sight and hearing of public school students be tested any stu-
dent who has an Individualized Education Program or a Sec-
tion 504 Plan that documents a defect of vision or hearing or a 
disease of the eyes or ears when the principal determines that 
such a test would not identify any previously unknown defect 
of vision or hearing or disease of the eyes or ears.
Patron - Head

HB1552 Local school boards; student and parent 
notification; career and technical education programs.
Requires each local school board to implement a plan to notify 
students and their parents of the availability of career and tech-
nical education programs and to include annual notice on its 
website to enrolled high school students and their parents of 
the opportunity for such students to obtain a nationally recog-
nized career readiness certificate at a local public high school, 
comprehensive community college, or workforce center.
Patron - Bulova

HB1578 Students who receive home instruction; 
participation in interscholastic programs. Prohibits public 
schools from joining an organization governing interscholastic 
programs that does not deem eligible for participation a student 
who (i) receives home instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evi-
dence of progress for two consecutive academic years; (iii) is 
in compliance with immunization requirements; (iv) is entitled 
to free tuition in a public school; (v) has not reached the age of 
19 by August 1 of the current academic year; (vi) is an amateur 
who receives no compensation but participates solely for the 
educational, physical, mental, and social benefits of the activ-
ity; (vii) complies with all disciplinary rules and is subject to 
all codes of conduct applicable to all public high school ath-
letes; and (viii) complies with all other rules governing awards, 
all-star games, maximum consecutive semesters of high school 
enrollment, parental consents, physical examinations, and 
transfers applicable to all high school athletes. The bill pro-
vides that no local school board is required to establish a policy 
to permit students who receive home instruction to participate 
in interscholastic programs. The bill permits reasonable fees to 
be charged to students who receive home instruction to cover 
the costs of participation in such interscholastic programs, 
including the costs of additional insurance, uniforms, and 
equipment. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2022.  
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1605 Parental Choice Education Savings 
Accounts established. Permits the parent of a public pre-
school, elementary, or secondary school student who meets 
certain criteria to apply to the school division in which the stu-
dent resides for a one-year, renewable Parental Choice Educa-
tion Savings Account that consists of an amount that is 
equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable annual Stan-
dards of Quality per pupil state funds appropriated for public 
school purposes and apportioned to the resident school division 
in which the student resides, including the per pupil share of 
state sales tax funding in basic aid and any state per pupil share 
of special education funding to which the student is eligible. 
The bill permits the parent to use the moneys in such account 
for certain education-related expenses of the student, including 
tuition, deposits, fees, and required textbooks at a private, sec-
tarian or nonsectarian elementary or secondary school or pre-
school that is located in the Commonwealth and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin. The 
bill also contains provisions relating to auditing, rescinding, 
and reviewing expenses made from such accounts. The bill 
contains a reenactment clause.  This bill was vetoed by the 
Governor.
Patron - LaRock

HB1708 Board of Education; standards of accredi-
tation; industry certification credentials obtained by high 
school students. Requires the Board of Education (the Board) 
to consider for inclusion in the student outcome measures 
included in the Standards of Accreditation the number of 
industry certification credentials, as defined by the Board, 
obtained by high school students. The bill requires the Board to 
report its conclusion to the Chairmen of the House Committee 
on Education and the Senate Committee on Education and 
Health by November 1, 2017. The bill prohibits the Board from 
including the number of such credentials in the student out-

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1408
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1414
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1437
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1552
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1578
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1605
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1708


2017 Session Summary 85 Education
come measures included in the Standards of Accreditation 
prior to the 2018 Session of the General Assembly. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1709 School boards; policies and procedures 
prohibiting bullying; parental notification. Requires the pol-
icies and procedures prohibiting bullying that are contained in 
each school board's code of student conduct to direct the prin-
cipal to notify the parent of any student involved in an alleged 
incident of bullying of the status of any investigation within 
five school days of the allegation of bullying.
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1770 Teacher licensure; career and technical 
education; certain local waivers. Permits each local school 
board or division superintendent to waive certain enumerated 
licensure requirements for any individual whom it seeks to 
employ as a career and technical education teacher and who is 
also seeking initial licensure or renewal of a license with an 
endorsement in the area of career and technical education. This 
bill is identical to SB 1583.
Patron - Freitas

HB1829  Teacher licensure; certification or train-
ing in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, 
and the use of automated external defibrillators; hands-on 
practice. Specifies that the certification or training in emer-
gency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of 
automated external defibrillators that is required of every per-
son seeking initial licensure or renewal of a license as a teacher 
shall include hands-on practice of the skills necessary to per-
form cardiopulmonary resuscitation. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.   
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1924 Public schools; suspensions. Directs the 
Board of Education to establish guidelines for alternatives to 
short-term and long-term suspension for consideration by local 
school boards. This bill is identical to SB 829.
Patron - Bagby

HB1981 School Divisions of Innovation. Requires 
the Board of Education to promulgate regulations for the desig-
nation of School Divisions of Innovation in which the local 
school board in the local school division or any school therein 
so designated shall, pursuant to a plan of innovation, be 
exempted from certain regulatory provisions and be permitted 
to adopt alternative policies for school administrators, teachers, 
and staff to meet the diverse needs of students and to improve 
student learning; educational performance; and college, career, 
and citizenship readiness skills in the local school division or 
any school therein. 
Patron - Greason

HB1982 Graduation requirements; verified units 
of credit; satisfactory score on the PreACT or PSAT/
NMSQT examination. Requires the Board of Education, in 
establishing graduation requirements, to provide for the award 
of verified units of credit for a satisfactory score, as determined 
by the Board, on the Preliminary ACT (PreACT) or the Prelim-

inary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) examination. 
Patron - Greason

HB2014 Board of Education; biennial review of the 
standards of quality; odd-numbered years. Changes from 
even-numbered years to odd-numbered years the biennial 
review of the standards of quality that is required of the Board 
of Education. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Keam

HB2140 Teacher turnover; exit questionnaire; pilot 
program. Requires the Department of Education (the Depart-
ment) to develop and oversee a pilot program to administer 
across five geographically and demographically diverse school 
divisions the model exit questionnaire for teachers developed 
by the Superintendent of Public Instruction, analyze the results 
of each such questionnaire, and include such results and analy-
sis in the Superintendent's annual report beginning in 2018. 
The bill requires the Department to (i) administer such ques-
tionnaire to each teacher who ceases to be employed by the rel-
evant school board for any reason and (ii) collect, maintain, 
and report on the results of each such questionnaire in a man-
ner that ensures the confidentiality of each teacher's name and 
other personally identifying information. This bill is identical 
to SB 1523.
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2141  Board of Education; report on the condi-
tion and needs of public education; local school division 
reports. Requires the Board of Education's annual report on 
the condition and needs of public education in the Common-
wealth to include an explanation of the need to retain or main-
tain the frequency of any report that local school divisions are 
required to submit to the Board of Education or any other state 
agency; any recommendation for the elimination, reduction in 
frequency, or consolidation of such reports when such elimina-
tion, reduction in frequency, or consolidation would require an 
amendment to the laws of the Commonwealth; and a descrip-
tion of any other such report that the Board has eliminated, 
reduced in frequency, or consolidated.  
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2174 School boards; pupil/teacher ratios; pub-
lic report. Requires each school board to annually report to the 
public the actual pupil/teacher ratios in middle school and high 
school by school for the current school year. 
Patron - Murphy

HB2191 School boards; procedures; sexually 
explicit instructional materials or related academic activi-
ties. Requires each school board's procedures for handling 
challenged controversial instructional materials to include pro-
cedures for (i) annually notifying the parent of any student 
enrolled in a course in which the instructional materials or 
related academic activities may include sexually explicit con-
tent of the potential for such sexually explicit content in such 
course and (ii) providing, as a replacement for instructional 
materials or related academic activities that include sexually 
explicit content, nonexplicit instructional materials or related 
academic activities to any student whose parent so requests. 
The bill defines "sexually explicit content" as content that 
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involves any criminal sexual assault defined and punishable as 
a felony under Article 7 (§ 18.2-61 et seq.) of Chapter 4 of 
Title 18.2 of the Code of Virginia or any act defined and pun-
ishable as a felony under § 18.2-361.  This bill was vetoed by 
the Governor.
Patron - Landes

HB2218 Public charter school applications and 
charter agreements; findings by the Board of Education.
Permits the Board of Education to communicate any Board 
finding relating to the rationale for the local school board's 
denial of a public charter school application or revocation of or 
failure to renew the charter agreement based on documentation 
submitted by the school board in any school division in which 
at least half of the schools receive funding pursuant to Title I, 
Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965, as amended. 
Patron - Miyares

HB2257 High school family life education curric-
ula; elements of effective and evidence-based programs on 
consent. Provides that any high school family life education 
curriculum offered by a local school division may incorporate 
age-appropriate elements of effective and evidence-based pro-
grams on the law and meaning of consent. 
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2282 Board of Education; guidelines for train-
ing on the prevention of trafficking of children. Requires the 
Board of Education to develop guidelines for training school 
counselors, school nurses, and other relevant school staff on 
the prevention of trafficking of children.
Patron - Leftwich

HB2290 Driver education programs; instruction 
concerning traffic stops. Requires each driver education pro-
gram in the public school system to include instruction con-
cerning traffic stops, including law-enforcement procedures for 
traffic stops, appropriate actions to be taken by drivers during 
traffic stops, and appropriate interactions with law-enforce-
ment officers who initiate traffic stops. The bill requires the 
Board of Education to collaborate with the Department of State 
Police in implementing the changes to its driver education pro-
gram. 
Patron - Ward

HB2306   Arlington County School Board; maxi-
mum salary of members. Removes the $25,000 cap on the 
salary of certain members of the Arlington County School 
Board, thereby permitting each member of such school board 
to be paid a salary in accordance with the general procedures 
and limits that are applicable to elected school boards in the 
Commonwealth.  
Patron - Hope

HB2332 Teacher compensation; goal. Defines, for 
the purpose of the stated goal of the Commonwealth for 
teacher compensation that its public school teachers be com-
pensated at a rate that is competitive, the term "competitive" 

as, at a minimum, at or above the national average teacher 
compensation.
Patron - Tyler

HB2341  Board of Education; membership.
Requires at least two of the nine members of the Board of Edu-
cation to represent business and industry in the private sector in 
the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Landes

HB2342 Public schools; regional charter school 
divisions. Authorizes the Board of Education (the Board) to 
establish regional charter school divisions consisting of at least 
two but not more than three existing school divisions in regions 
in which each underlying school division has an enrollment of 
more than 3,000 students and one or more schools that have 
accreditation denied status for two out of the past three years. 
The bill requires such regional charter school divisions to be 
supervised by a school board that consists of eight members 
appointed by the Board and one member appointed by the 
localities of each of the underlying divisions. The bill autho-
rizes the school board, after a review by the Board, to review 
and approve public charter school applications in the regional 
charter school divisions and to contract with the applicant. The 
bill requires that the state share of Standards of Quality per 
pupil funding of the underlying school district in which the stu-
dent resides be transferred to such school. This bill is identical 
to SB 1283.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Landes

HB2352 Teacher licensure by reciprocity; profes-
sional teacher's assessments. Exempts from any professional 
teacher's assessment requirements any individual who has 
obtained a valid out-of-state license, with full credentials and 
without deficiencies, that is in force at the time the application 
for a Virginia license is received by the Department of Educa-
tion, subject to the approval of the division superintendent or 
the school board in the school division in which such individ-
ual is employed. The bill requires the Department of Education 
to analyze the current requirements for teacher licensure by 
reciprocity in the Commonwealth, including the statutory and 
regulatory requirements for such licensure, and report its find-
ings, including any recommendations for changes to such 
requirements, to the House Committee on Education and the 
Senate Committee on Education and Health no later than 
November 1, 2017. 
Patron - Freitas

HB2355 Students receiving home instruction; par-
ticipation in Advanced Placement and Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test examinations.
Requires school boards to (i) make Advanced Placement (AP), 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT), and PreACT examinations available to stu-
dents receiving home instruction; (ii) adopt written policies 
that specify the date by which such students shall register to 
participate in such examinations; and (iii) notify such students 
and their parents of such registration deadline and the avail-
ability of financial assistance to low-income and needy stu-
dents to take such examinations. This bill is identical to SB 
1414.
Patron - Pogge
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HB2395 Public schools; dyslexia advisor. Requires 
one reading specialist employed by each local school board 
that employs a reading specialist to have training in the identi-
fication of and the appropriate interventions, accommodations, 
and teaching techniques for students with dyslexia or a related 
disorder and to have an understanding of the definition of dys-
lexia and a working knowledge of several topics relating to 
dyslexia. This bill is identical to SB 1516.
Patron - Cline

HB2431  School property; retail fee-based electric 
vehicle charging stations. Permits any school board to locate 
and operate retail fee-based electric vehicle charging stations 
on school property, provided that the use of each such station 
during the school day is restricted to school board employees, 
students, and authorized visitors and each such station is 
accompanied by appropriate signage that provides reasonable 
notice of such restriction.  
Patron - Bulova

HB2432  Licensure of school personnel; investiga-
tion of certain complaints; license revocation. Requires the 
Board of Education to include in its regulations governing the 
licensure of teachers and other school personnel procedures for 
the immediate and thorough investigation by the division 
superintendent or his designee of any complaint alleging that a 
license holder has engaged in conduct that may form the basis 
for the revocation of his license, including requirements for (i) 
the division superintendent to petition for the revocation of the 
license upon completing such investigation and finding that 
there is reasonable cause to believe that the license holder has 
engaged in conduct that forms the basis for revocation of a 
license; (ii) the school board to proceed to a hearing on such 
petition for revocation within 90 days of the mailing of a copy 
of the petition to the license holder, unless the license holder 
requests the cancellation of his license in accordance with 
Board regulations; and (iii) the school board to provide a copy 
of the investigative file and such petition for revocation to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction at the time that the hear-
ing is scheduled. The bill clarifies that in the case of a teacher 
who is or becomes the subject of a founded complaint of child 
abuse and neglect, such teacher shall be dismissed after all 
rights to any administrative appeal have been exhausted. Cur-
rent law does not specify that such appeals are administrative 
in nature.  
Patron - Bulova

SB829 Public schools; suspensions. Directs the Board 
of Education to establish guidelines for alternatives to short-
term and long-term suspension for consideration by local 
school boards. This bill is identical to HB 1924.
Patron - Wexton

SB951 School service providers; student access to 
collected personal information. Requires school service pro-
viders to provide, either directly to the student or his parent or 
through the school, access to an electronic copy of such stu-
dent's personal information in a manner consistent with the 
functionality of the school service. The bill permits contracts 
between local school boards and school service providers to 

require that such electronic copy be in a machine-readable for-
mat. 
Patron - Ruff

SB1098  Public schools; standards for accredita-
tion. Requires that the regulations establishing standards for 
accreditation adopted by the Board of Education ensure that 
the accreditation process is transparent and based on objective 
measurements and that any appeal of the accreditation status of 
a school is heard and decided by the Board.  
Patron - Newman

SB1116 Certain public school employees; assistance 
with student insulin pumps. Authorizes, but does not require, 
local school board employees who are registered nurses, 
licensed practical nurses, or certified nurse aides and who have 
been trained in the administration of insulin and glucagon to 
assist a student who is diagnosed with diabetes and who carries 
an insulin pump with the insertion or reinsertion of the pump or 
any of its parts, provided that assistance has been authorized by 
the prescriber and consented to by the student's parent. This 
bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - McPike

SB1117  School counselors; licensure. Requires 
every person seeking initial licensure or renewal of a license 
with an endorsement as a school counselor to complete training 
in the recognition of mental health disorder and behavioral dis-
tress, including depression, trauma, violence, youth suicide, 
and substance abuse.  
Patron - McPike

SB1159 Public schools; career and technical educa-
tion credential. Provides that the career and technical educa-
tion credential, when required for high school graduation, adult 
education, or an alternative education plan, may be satisfied 
with the successful completion of the Armed Services Voca-
tional Aptitude Battery. Under current law, the successful com-
pletion of an industry certification, a state licensure 
examination, a national occupational competency assessment, 
or the Virginia workplace readiness skills assessment satisfies 
such credential. 
Patron - Reeves

SB1160 Advisory Board on Teacher Education and 
Licensure; membership. Adds three legislative members, two 
of whom shall be members of the House of Delegates 
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates and one of 
whom shall be a member of the Senate appointed by the Senate 
Committee on Rules, to the Advisory Board on Teacher Educa-
tion and Licensure. The bill provides an exception to the prohi-
bition against service by legislators on boards within the 
executive branch for the Advisory Board. 
Patron - Reeves

SB1240 Virginia Virtual School established. Estab-
lishes the Board of the Virginia Virtual School (the Board) as a 
policy agency in the executive branch of state government for 
the purpose of governing the full-time virtual school programs 
offered to students enrolled in the Virginia Virtual School (the 
School). The Secretary of Education is responsible for such 
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agency. The 14-member Board is given operational control of 
the School and assigned powers and duties. Beginning with the 
2019-2020 school year, the bill requires the School to be open 
to any school-age person in the Commonwealth and to provide 
an educational program meeting the Standards of Quality for 
grades kindergarten through 12, with a maximum enrollment 
of 5,000 students statewide. The bill requires the average state 
share of Standards of Quality per pupil funding for each 
enrolled student to be transferred to the School. This bill is 
identical to HB 1400.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1245 Public education; economics education and 
financial literacy. Requires the Board of Education to include 
evaluating the economic value of postsecondary studies, 
including the net cost of attendance, potential student loan 
debt, and potential earnings, in the Board's objectives for eco-
nomics education and financial literacy. The bill requires the 
Board to amend such objectives by July 1, 2018. 
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1283 Public schools; regional charter school 
divisions. Authorizes the Board of Education (the Board) to 
establish regional charter school divisions consisting of at least 
two but not more than three existing school divisions in regions 
in which each underlying school division has an enrollment of 
more than 3,000 students and one or more schools that have 
accreditation denied status for two out of the past three years. 
The bill requires such regional charter school divisions to be 
supervised by a school board that consists of eight members 
appointed by the Board and one member appointed by the 
localities of each of the underlying divisions. The bill autho-
rizes the school board, after a review by the Board, to review 
and approve public charter school applications in the regional 
charter school divisions and to contract with the applicant. The 
bill requires that the state share of Standards of Quality per 
pupil funding of the underlying school district in which the stu-
dent resides be transferred to such school. This bill is identical 
to HB 2342.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1359 Local school boards; school buildings; 
potable water; lead testing. Requires each local school board 
to develop and implement a plan to test for lead and, if neces-
sary, remediate potable water from sources identified by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as high priority for 
testing, giving priority in such testing plan to schools whose 
school building was constructed, in whole or in part, before 
1986. 
Patron - McPike

SB1414 Students receiving home instruction; par-
ticipation in Advanced Placement and Preliminary SAT/
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test examinations.
Requires school boards to (i) make Advanced Placement (AP), 
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT), and PreACT examinations available to stu-
dents receiving home instruction; (ii) adopt written policies 
that specify the date by which such students shall register to 
participate in such examinations; and (iii) notify such students 
and their parents of such registration deadline and the avail-
ability of financial assistance to low-income and needy stu-

dents to take such examinations. This bill is identical to HB 
2355.
Patron - Newman

SB1475 Family life education; curriculum guide-
lines and curricula. Makes changes to family life education 
curriculum guidelines and curricula, including requiring family 
life education curriculum guidelines to include instruction as 
appropriate for the age of the student in the value of family 
relationships and permitting the age-appropriate elements of 
effective and evidence-based programs on the prevention of 
sexual violence that are required to be incorporated into any 
high school family life education curriculum offered by a local 
school division to include instruction that increases student 
awareness of the fact that consent is required before sexual 
activity. 
Patron - McClellan

SB1516 Public schools; dyslexia advisor. Requires 
one reading specialist employed by each local school board 
that employs a reading specialist to have training in the identi-
fication of and the appropriate interventions, accommodations, 
and teaching techniques for students with dyslexia or a related 
disorder and to have an understanding of the definition of dys-
lexia and a working knowledge of several topics relating to 
dyslexia. This bill is identical to HB 2395.
Patron - Black

SB1523 Teacher turnover; exit questionnaire; pilot 
program. Requires the Department of Education to develop 
and oversee a pilot program to administer across five geo-
graphically and demographically diverse school divisions the 
model exit questionnaire for teachers developed by the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction, analyze the results of each such 
questionnaire, and include such results and analysis in the 
Superintendent's annual report beginning in 2018. The bill 
requires the Department to (i) administer such questionnaire to 
each teacher who ceases to be employed by the relevant school 
board for any reason and (ii) collect, maintain, and report on 
the results of each such questionnaire in a manner that ensures 
the confidentiality of each teacher's name and other personally 
identifying information. This bill is identical to HB 2140.
Patron - Mason

SB1583 Teacher licensure; career and technical 
education; certain local waivers. Permits each local school 
board or division superintendent to waive certain enumerated 
licensure requirements for any individual whom it seeks to 
employ as a career and technical education teacher and who is 
also seeking initial licensure or renewal of a license with an 
endorsement in the area of career and technical education. This 
bill is identical to HB 1770.
Patron - Suetterlein

Failed

HB1421  High school graduation; standard 
diploma; career and technical education credential; excep-
tion. Relieves each high school student in the graduating 
classes of 2018 through 2021 who pursues a standard diploma 
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of the requirement to earn a career and technical education cre-
dential when such student earns a score of 4 or better on an 
Advanced Placement examination. Beginning with the gradu-
ating class of 2022, each high school student has the option of 
completing an Advanced Placement, honors, or International 
Baccalaureate course or earning a career and technical educa-
tion credential to satisfy a specific graduation requirement.  
Patron - Farrell

HB1469  Authorization and training for persons 
designated to carry concealed handguns on school prop-
erty. Permits a school board or an administrator of a private 
school to designate one or more employees of the school who 
may carry a concealed handgun on school property. Any per-
son designated to carry a concealed handgun must be certified 
and trained by the Virginia Center for School and Campus 
Safety or the National Rifle Association in the storage, use, and 
handling of a concealed handgun. The bill also outlines the 
training requirements for designated persons to be established 
by the Department of Criminal Justice Services.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1498  School boards; assignment of teachers; 
class size limits. Reduces from 29 to 28 the maximum class 
size in kindergarten; from 30 to 28 the maximum class size in 
grades one, two, and three; and from 35 to 29 the maximum 
class size in grades four, five, and six.  
Patron - LeMunyon

HB1534 Student discipline; long-term suspension.
Reduces the maximum length of a long-term suspension from 
364 calendar days to 90 school days. The bill prohibits a long-
term suspension from extending beyond any 45 school day 
period unless the school principal or division superintendent 
finds that aggravating circumstances exist, as defined by the 
local school board. The bill requires that the length of any 
long-term suspension that extends beyond any 45 school day 
period shall be reviewed at the end of each such period.
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1535  Public schools; student discipline. Pro-
vides that no student shall receive a long-term suspension or 
expulsion for disruptive behavior unless such behavior 
involves intentional physical injury or credible threat of physi-
cal injury to another person.  
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1536 Public schools; student discipline. Prohib-
its students in preschool through grade three from being sus-
pended for more than five school days or expelled except for 
drug offenses, firearm offenses, or certain criminal acts. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1561  Public school buses; seat belts. Requires 
the Board of Education to make regulations to require each 
new public school bus purchased for the transportation of stu-
dents to be equipped with a seat belt in every seat. The bill 
requires each school board to ensure that no later than July 1, 
2027, each school bus that it uses for the transportation of stu-
dents is equipped with a seat belt in every seat.  
Patron - Krizek

HB1607  High school graduation requirements; 
verified credit; locally selected, nationally recognized high 
school academic assessments. Requires the Board of Educa-
tion, in establishing high school graduation requirements, to 
provide for the award of verified units of credit for satisfactory 
scores on locally selected, nationally recognized high school 
academic assessments approved by the Board in lieu of the cor-
related Standards of Learning assessments.   
Patron - Habeeb

HB1660  Study of documents relating to Virginia 
history and the United States Constitution; Federalist 
Papers. Adds the Federalist Papers to a list of documents relat-
ing to Virginia history and the United States Constitution that 
are required to be explained and taught to students in public 
elementary, middle, and high schools. The bill requires the 
study of each such document to be incorporated into the appro-
priate Standards of Learning. The bill also requires the Depart-
ment of Education to report biennially to the House Committee 
on Education and the Senate Committee on Education and 
Health on how such documents have been incorporated into the 
appropriate Standards of Learning and into curricula.
Patron - Greason

HB1690  Virginia Preschool Initiative; local match-
ing funds. Removes the requirement for local governing bod-
ies to commit to providing the required matching funds in 
order to qualify for grants under the Virginia Preschool Initia-
tive.  
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1757  School personnel; staffing ratios; school 
nurses. Requires each local school board to employ at least 
one full-time equivalent school nurse position in each elemen-
tary school, middle school, and high school in the local school 
division and at least one full-time equivalent school nurse posi-
tion per 1,000 students in grades kindergarten through 12.  
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1764  Regional school boards; full-time virtual 
school programs. Requires the establishment of eight regional 
school boards composed of one member of each local school 
board that governs each local school division in each of the 
eight superintendent's regions in the Commonwealth and 
requires each such regional school board to enter into a con-
tract with at least one approved multidivision online provider 
to operate a full-time virtual school program for students 
enrolled in each local school division in such region. The bill 
contains provisions relating to student eligibility, educational 
standards, and funding for such full-time virtual school pro-
grams. The bill requires each local school board to make the 
option to participate in a full-time online learning program or 
full-time virtual school program available to at least two per-
cent of students enrolled in the local school division and per-
mits school boards to satisfy such requirement by providing the 
option to participate in the full-time virtual school program 
offered by the relevant regional school board.  
Patron - Bulova

HB1805  Certain school divisions; plan to fund and 
phase in full-day kindergarten. Requires each local school 
board that does not offer a full-day kindergarten program for 
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each kindergarten student in the school division to develop a 
plan to fund and phase in a full-day kindergarten program for 
each kindergarten student in the school division and submit the 
plan to the General Assembly in advance of the 2018 Regular 
Session of the General Assembly.   
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1807  Teacher grievance procedures; hearing; 
three-member fact-finding panel. Permits a school board to 
conduct a teacher grievance hearing before a three-member 
fact-finding panel consisting of one member selected by the 
teacher, one member selected by the division superintendent, 
and an impartial hearing officer, selected by the other two 
panel members, to serve as the chairman of the panel. Under 
current law, the school board has the option of appointing a 
hearing officer or conducting such hearing itself. The bill also 
removes the requirement that a teacher grievance hearing be 
set within 15 days of the request for such hearing and extends 
from five days to 10 days the minimum period of advanced 
written notice to the teacher of the time and place of such hear-
ing.  
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1828  School attendance officer; powers and 
duties. Authorizes a school attendance officer or local school 
division superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance 
officer to complete, sign, and file petitions and motions for the 
enforcement of certain orders entered by a juvenile and domes-
tic relations district court. The bill also provides that a nonat-
to rney a t tendance off icer o r loca l school  d iv i s ion  
superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance officer 
performing the powers and duties of an attendance officer is 
not considered the practice of law.    
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1839  School principals; incident reports. Pro-
vides that school principals are not required to report criminal 
misdemeanors or status offenses to law enforcement if in the 
principal's discretion, based on a totality of the circumstances 
and consistent with Board of Education guidelines, such report 
is not warranted. The bill requires the Board of Education, in 
consultation with the Department of Juvenile Justice, the 
Office of the Attorney General, and any interested stakehold-
ers, to update its Student Conduct Policy Guidelines to provide 
guidance for principals in exercising such discretion.  
Patron - LaRock

HB1843  Principals; student discipline; alterna-
tives to referring incidents of assault and assault and bat-
tery, without bodily injury, to local law enforcement. 
Permits principals to refer to the local law-enforcement agency 
student incidents of assault and assault and battery, without 
bodily injury, only after such principal takes appropriate alter-
native disciplinary action or determines that no such appropri-
ate alternative disciplinary action exists.   
Patron - Mullin

HB1873  Children from birth to age five who are 
deaf, deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing; parent resource; tools 
or assessments for educators; report. Requires the Division 
of Special Education and Student Services of the Department 
of Education to (i) select, with input from an advisory commit-

tee that it establishes, language development milestones and 
include such milestones in a resource for use by parents of a 
child from birth to age five who is identified as deaf, deaf-
blind, or hard-of-hearing to monitor and track their child's 
expressive and receptive language acquisition and develop-
mental stages toward English literacy; (ii) disseminate such 
resource to such parents; (iii) select existing tools or assess-
ments for educators for use in assessing the language and liter-
acy development of children from birth to age five who are 
deaf, deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing; (iv) disseminate such 
tools or assessments to local educational agencies and provide 
materials and training on their use; and (v) annually produce a 
report, using existing data reported in compliance with the fed-
erally required state performance plan on students with disabil-
ities, that compares the language and literacy development of 
children from birth to age five who are deaf, deaf-blind, or 
hard-of-hearing with the language and literacy development of 
their peers who are not deaf, deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing and 
make such report available to the public on its website. The bill 
is a recommendation of the Disability Commission.  
Patron - Pogge

HB1907  School security officers; carrying a fire-
arm. Authorizes a school security officer to carry a firearm in 
the performance of his duties if he (i) is a retired law-enforce-
ment officer; (ii) was an active law-enforcement officer in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia within the 10 years immediately 
prior to being hired by the local school board; (iii) annually 
participates in the same firearms training and testing and meets 
the training and qualification standards to carry firearms as is 
required of an active law-enforcement officer in the Common-
wealth; (iv) is granted the authority to carry a firearm in the 
performance of his duties by the local school board; and (v) is 
not otherwise prohibited by state or federal law from possess-
ing a firearm.  
Patron - Heretick

HB1914 Elected and appointed school board mem-
bers; criminal history record information and child abuse 
and neglect data. Requires each individual who is elected or 
appointed to a school board to (i) submit to fingerprinting and 
provide personal descriptive information to be forwarded along 
with his fingerprints by the school board through the Central 
Criminal Records Exchange to the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation for the purpose of obtaining criminal history record 
information and (ii) provide written consent and the necessary 
personal information for the school board to obtain a search of 
the registry of founded complaints of child abuse and neglect 
maintained by the Department of Social Services and to take 
reasonable steps to obtain information from each state in which 
the individual has resided within the prior five years to deter-
mine whether such individual is the subject of a founded com-
plaint of child abuse and neglect in any such state. The bill 
precludes any individual who is found to have been (a) con-
victed of a felony or any offense involving the sexual molesta-
tion, physical or sexual abuse, or rape of a child in the 
Commonwealth or an equivalent offense in another state or (b) 
the subject of a founded complaint of child abuse and neglect 
in the Commonwealth or another state from serving on any 
school board. The bill requires each entity that administers the 
school board election or appointment process for each local 
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school division to notify each prospective school board mem-
ber of the foregoing requirements. 
Patron - Head

HB1923  Virtual Virginia; availability. Requires 
that the Virtual Virginia program, established by the Depart-
ment of Education, be made available to all public middle and 
high schools. The bill provides that such program may be made 
available to all public elementary schools. Under current law, 
Virtual Virginia is required to be made available to public high 
schools only. The bill also replaces the term "statewide elec-
tronic classroom" with "online learning program" to more 
accurately reflect the Virtual Virginia program.   
Patron - Bagby

HB1949  Initial licensure fee waiver for certain 
teachers. Requires the Board of Education to waive any fee 
charged for initial licensure as a teacher for any (i) individual 
who served in the Armed Forces of the United States, Reserves 
of the Armed Forces of the United States, Virginia National 
Guard, or Virginia Defense Force and who was discharged or 
released from such service under conditions other than dishon-
orable; (ii) member of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
Reserves of the Armed Forces of the United States, Virginia 
National Guard, or Virginia Defense Force; or (iii) spouse of 
any member of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
Reserves of the Armed Forces of the United States, Virginia 
National Guard, or Virginia Defense Force.  
Patron - Peace

HB1983  School calendar; opening day of the 
school year. Makes local school boards responsible for setting 
the school calendar and determining the opening day of the 
school year and eliminates the post-Labor Day opening 
requirement and "good cause" scenarios for which the Board of 
Education may grant waivers of this requirement. The bill con-
tains technical amendments.  
Patron - Greason

HB1991  Local composite index; supplemental 
basic aid payments. Repeals a provision that caps the sum of 
basic aid payments and supplemental basic aid payments 
received by certain eligible school divisions at a certain histori-
cal level of basic aid payments received by the relevant local-
ity.   
Patron - Webert

HB2007 Students who receive home instruction; 
dual enrollment courses. Requires each school board to per-
mit any student who receives home instruction and resides in 
the local school division to apply for enrollment as a part-time 
student, as defined in the general appropriation act, of the local 
school division in any dual enrollment course offered pursuant 
to an agreement for postsecondary degree attainment at a pub-
lic high school in the local school division or at the comprehen-
sive community college. The bill specifies that no such student 
shall be required to pay more in tuition or fees than the tuition 
or fees paid by public school students or the school division of 
residence on behalf of such students to enroll in such course. 
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB2031  School calendar; opening day of the 
school year. Makes local school boards responsible for setting 
the school calendar and determining the opening day of the 
school year and eliminates the post-Labor Day opening 
requirement and "good cause" scenarios for which the Board of 
Education may grant waivers of this requirement. The bill con-
tains technical amendments.  
Patron - Adams

HB2052  School boards; instructional and support 
personnel; additional funding. Declares it the policy of the 
Commonwealth that school boards that struggle to attract and 
retain qualified instructional and support personnel in the 
school division shall receive, to the extent practicable, funds 
for instructional and support personnel in addition to those 
state funds that the school board otherwise receives for public 
school purposes.  
Patron - Adams

HB2054  High school graduation and dropout 
data; formula; on-time graduation. Requires the formula 
that the Board of Education uses to collect, analyze, report, and 
make available to the public high school graduation and drop-
out data to exclude any student who fails to graduate on time 
because of an extenuating circumstance. The bill requires the 
Board of Education to enumerate qualifying extenuating cir-
cumstances by regulation.  
Patron - Kory

HB2082  Board of Education; biennial review of 
the standards of quality; odd-numbered years. Changes 
from even-numbered years to odd-numbered years the biennial 
review of the standards of quality that is required of the Board 
of Education.  
Patron - Bulova

HB2089  Local school boards; school buildings; 
potable water; lead testing. Requires each local school board 
to develop and implement a plan to test potable water from 
sources identified by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency as high priority as often as is required of the supplying 
public water system by the Virginia Department of Health's 
Office of Drinking Water, giving priority in such testing plan to 
schools whose school building was constructed, in whole or in 
part, before 1986. The bill requires such plan and the results of 
each such test to be posted on the local school board's website 
and transmitted to and archived by the Virginia Department of 
Health's Office of Drinking Water. The bill stipulates that if the 
result of any such test indicates a level of lead in the potable 
water that is at or above 20 parts per billion, the school board 
shall develop, implement, and post on its website a plan to 
remediate the level of lead in the potable water to below 20 
parts per billion and confirm such remediation by retesting the 
water at two consecutive six-month intervals.  
Patron - Kory

HB2142 Redesigned high school graduation 
requirements; implementation; one-year delay. Delays by 
one year the implementation of the redesigned high school 
graduation requirements established pursuant to Chapter 750 
of the Acts of Assembly of 2016. 
Patron - LeMunyon
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HB2173  Class size limits; grades six through 12; 
science laboratory classes. Establishes a maximum class size 
of 24 students in science laboratory classes in grades six 
through 12.   
Patron - Murphy

HB2195  School attendance officer; powers and 
duties. Authorizes a school attendance officer or local school 
division superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance 
officer to complete, sign, and file petitions and motions for the 
enforcement of certain orders entered by a juvenile and domes-
tic relations district court. The bill also provides that a nonat-
to rney a t tendance off icer o r loca l school  d iv i s ion  
superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance officer 
performing the powers and duties of an attendance officer is 
not considered the practice of law.  
Patron - Torian

HB2205  Students with blindness or visual impair-
ments. Makes several changes to provisions relating to stu-
dents with blindness or visual impairments, including (i) 
requiring a learning media assessment (LMA) to be adminis-
tered as part of the initial evaluation and each reevaluation of 
each student with blindness or visual impairments or more fre-
quently, if such student's Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) team so determines and requiring instruction in Braille 
reading and writing and accommodations for materials in 
Braille to be included in the IEP of a student with blindness or 
visual impairments commensurate with his IEP team's determi-
nation of his needs based upon the results of such LMA and (ii) 
requiring the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision 
Impaired to assist the Board of Education and each local school 
board with ongoing professional development for teachers of 
students with blindness or visual impairments, including 
knowledge of and instruction in Braille and the administration 
and evaluation of LMAs.  
Patron - Stolle

HB2345 Instructional positions; students identified 
as having limited English proficiency. Requires state funding 
to be provided pursuant to the general appropriation act to sup-
port 20 full-time equivalent instructional positions for each 
1,000 students identified as having limited English proficiency. 
Current law requires state funding to support 17 such positions 
for each 1,000 such students. 
Patron - Kory

HB2363   Teacher compensation; goal. Adds to the 
stated goal of the Commonwealth for teacher compensation 
that its public school teachers be compensated at a rate that is 
competitive with the national average teacher salary.    
Patron - Tyler

HB2378  High school graduation requirements; 
substitution of computer coding credit for foreign language 
credit. Requires the Board, in establishing high school gradua-
tion requirements, to provide for the substitution of computer 
coding course credit for any foreign language course credit 
required to graduate, except in cases in which such foreign lan-
guage course credit is required to earn an advanced diploma 

offered by a nationally recognized provider of college-level 
courses.  
Patron - Davis

HB2406  Family life education curricula; personal 
privacy and personal boundaries. Requires any family life 
education curriculum offered in any elementary school, middle 
school, or high school to include instruction on the importance 
of the personal privacy and personal boundaries of other indi-
viduals and tools for a student to use to ensure that he respects 
the personal privacy and personal boundaries of other individu-
als.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2434    Department of Education; community 
schools. Requires the Department of Education to establish an 
interagency taskforce composed of state and local agencies and 
entities in the areas of early childhood development, health, 
social services, community engagement, family engagement, 
higher education, and workforce development for the purpose 
of developing a pilot program for the establishment of commu-
nity schools whereby public elementary and secondary schools 
serve as centers for the provision of such community programs 
and services to students and their families as may be necessary 
based on the unique needs of the student population to be 
served. The bill requires such pilot program to include a pro-
cess by which school boards and community partnerships may 
apply to the Department of Education to designate an elemen-
tary or secondary school in the local school division as a com-
munity school. The bill also establishes a special nonreverting 
fund in the state treasury for the purpose of providing planning 
grants for school boards who seek to apply to the Department 
of Education through such pilot program for community school 
designation.   
Patron - Rasoul

HJ679  Study; Joint Committee to Study the Future 
of Public Elementary and Secondary Education in the 
Commonwealth; experiential learning and workforce 
development opportunities in high-demand fields; report. 
Directs the Joint Committee to Study the Future of Public Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education in the Commonwealth to 
study experiential learning and workforce development oppor-
tunities for high school students in high-demand fields.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

SB828  Family life education; child sexual abuse. 
Requires the Board of Education to include in its standards of 
learning for family life education standards for age-appropriate 
instruction in the prevention, recognition, and awareness of 
child abduction, child abuse, child sexual exploitation, and 
child sexual abuse. The bill also requires such standards to be 
taught in grades K through 12.  
Patron - Wexton

SB983  Children from birth to age five who are deaf, 
deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing; parent resource; tools or 
assessments for educators; report. Requires the Division of 
Special Education and Student Services of the Department of 
Education to (i) select, with input from an advisory committee 
that it establishes, language development milestones and 
include such milestones in a resource for use by parents of a 
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child from birth to age five who is identified as deaf, deaf-
blind, or hard-of-hearing to monitor and track their child's 
expressive and receptive language acquisition and develop-
mental stages toward English literacy; (ii) disseminate such 
resource to such parents; (iii) select existing tools or assess-
ments for educators for use in assessing the language and liter-
acy development of children from birth to age five who are 
deaf, deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing; (iv) disseminate such 
tools or assessments to local educational agencies and provide 
materials and training on their use; and (v) annually produce a 
report, using existing data reported in compliance with the fed-
erally required state performance plan on students with disabil-
ities, that compares the language and literacy development of 
children from birth to age five who are deaf, deaf-blind, or 
hard-of-hearing with the language and literacy development of 
their peers who are not deaf, deaf-blind, or hard-of-hearing and 
make such report available to the public on its website. The bill 
is a recommendation of the Disability Commission.   
Patron - Favola

SB995 Student discipline; long-term suspension.
Prohibits a long-term suspension from extending beyond 60 
school days unless the school board or the superintendent finds 
that the student's behavior could constitute an offense of an 
enumerated crime if the offense occurred at school, on school 
property, or at a school-sponsored event. The bill requires the 
school board or the superintendent to conduct a review of any 
suspension that exceeds 60 days at the end of each grading 
period to determine if the student can return to school early. 
Patron - Stanley

SB996  Public schools; student discipline. Provides 
that no student shall receive a long-term suspension or expul-
sion for disruptive behavior unless such behavior involves 
intentional physical injury or credible threat of physical injury 
to another person.   
Patron - Stanley

SB997 Public schools; student discipline. Prohibits 
students in preschool through grade three from being sus-
pended for more than 10 days or expelled except for drug 
offenses, firearm offenses, certain criminal acts, or if the 
underlying conduct involves other weapons, inappropriate sex-
ual behavior, or serious bodily injury.
Patron - Stanley

SB1015  Public schools; kindergarten instructional 
time. Increases from 540 hours to 990 hours the minimum 
instructional hours in a school year for students in kindergar-
ten. The bill directs the Board of Education to promulgate reg-
ulations by July 1, 2019, establishing standards for 
accreditation that include a requirement that the standard 
school day for students in kindergarten average at least 5.5 
instructional hours in order to qualify for full accreditation. 
The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2019.  
Patron - Barker

SB1017  School attendance officer; powers and 
duties. Authorizes a school attendance officer or local school 
division superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance 
officer to complete, sign, and file petitions and motions for the 
enforcement of certain orders entered by a juvenile and domes-

tic relations district court. The bill also provides that a nonat-
to rney a t tendance off icer o r loca l school  d iv i s ion  
superintendent or his designee acting as an attendance officer 
performing the powers and duties of an attendance officer is 
not considered the practice of law.  
Patron - Barker

SB1028  School immunization reports; posting on 
website. Requires a copy of the report schools are required to 
provide to local health departments regarding student immuni-
zations to be posted on the individual school's website. If a 
school does not have a website, then a hard copy of such report 
shall be made available to parents.   
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1082 School principals; incident reports. Elimi-
nates the requirement that school principals report certain enu-
merated acts that may constitute a misdemeanor offense to law 
enforcement. 
Patron - Wexton

SB1089  Public schools; Standards of Learning 
assessments. Reduces the total number and type of required 
Standards of Learning assessments to the minimum require-
ments established by the federal Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965, P.L. 89-10, as amended.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1099  Standards of Quality; assessments; terms. 
Changes the term used to refer to certain assessments to 
"locally developed assessments" from "alternative assess-
ments." Under current law, two distinct assessments are 
referred to as "alternative assessments." To provide further 
clarity, the bill also requires local school boards, when admin-
istering the locally developed assessments, to distinguish 
between locally developed assessments and Standards of 
Learning assessments.   
Patron - Newman

SB1111  School calendar. Adds to the "good cause" 
circumstances for which school divisions may be granted a 
waiver from the regular post-Labor Day school opening sched-
ule a school division that has entered into a dual enrollment 
agreement with a comprehensive community college and, in 
the school year for which the waiver is sought, participating 
students are required to attend college credit courses that begin 
prior to Labor Day.  
Patron - Edwards

SB1162  Teacher licensure; industry certification 
credential; local waiver. Permits the division superintendent 
or the local school board to waive the requirement that pro-
spective teachers in the school division seeking an initial 
license with an endorsement in the area of career and technical 
education have an industry certification credential in the area 
in which the teacher seeks endorsement.   
Patron - Reeves

SB1163  School principals; incident reports. Pro-
vides that school principals are not required to report criminal 
misdemeanors or status offenses to law enforcement if in the 
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principal's discretion, based on a totality of the circumstances 
and consistent with Board of Education guidelines, such report 
is not warranted. The bill requires the Board of Education, in 
consultation with the Department of Juvenile Justice, the 
Office of the Attorney General, and any interested stakehold-
ers, to update its Student Conduct Policy Guidelines to provide 
guidance for principals in exercising such discretion.      
Patron - Reeves

SB1214  School health services; insulin pump train-
ing. Requires school employees who are required to have train-
ing in the administration of insulin and glucagon to also have 
training in the use and insertion of insulin pumps.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1215  Public schools; possession of glucagon. 
Requires local school boards to adopt and implement policies 
for the possession and administration of glucagon in every 
school that one or more students with diabetes attend and 
requires the Board of Education to adopt and implement poli-
cies for the possession and administration of glucagon in every 
school for students with disabilities that one or more students 
with diabetes attend. The bill allows a school nurse, an 
employee of the school board, an employee of a local govern-
ing body, an employee of a local health department, or an 
employee of the school for students with disabilities who is 
authorized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of 
glucagon to any student diagnosed with diabetes believed to be 
suffering from or about to suffer from life-threatening hypogly-
cemia.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1235  Family life education; required. Requires 
each local school board to implement the Standards of Learn-
ing for the family life education program developed by the 
Board of Education or a family life education program consis-
tent with the guidelines developed by the Board.    
Patron - Ebbin

SB1243 Parental Choice Education Savings 
Accounts established. Permits the parent of a public pre-
school, elementary, or secondary school student who meets 
certain criteria to apply to the school division in which the stu-
dent resides for a one-year, renewable Parental Choice Educa-
tion Savings Account that consists of an amount that is 
equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable annual Stan-
dards of Quality per pupil state funds appropriated for public 
school purposes and apportioned to the resident school division 
in which the student resides, including the per pupil share of 
state sales tax funding in basic aid and any state per pupil share 
of special education funding to which the student is eligible. 
The bill permits the parent to use the moneys in such account 
for certain education-related expenses of the student, including 
tuition, deposits, fees, and required textbooks at a private, sec-
tarian or nonsectarian elementary or secondary school or pre-
school that is located in the Commonwealth and does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin. The 
bill also contains provisions relating to auditing, rescinding, 
and reviewing expenses made from such accounts. The bill 
contains a reenactment clause.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1335  Access to electronic textbooks and ade-
quate connectivity. Prohibits local school boards from requir-
ing the use of any electronic textbook in any course in grades 
six through 12 unless the school board adopts a plan to ensure 
that by July 1, 2019, (i) each student enrolled in such course 
will have access to a personal computing device capable of 
supporting such textbooks and (ii) the relevant school has ade-
quate connectivity, which the bill defines as bandwidth of at 
least one megabit per second per student.   
Patron - Surovell

SB1380  Regional school boards; full-time virtual 
school programs. Requires the establishment of eight regional 
school boards composed of one member of each local school 
board that governs each local school division in each of the 
eight superintendent's regions in the Commonwealth and 
requires each such regional school board to enter into a con-
tract with at least one approved multidivision online provider 
to operate a full-time virtual school program for students 
enrolled in each local school division in such region. The bill 
contains provisions relating to student eligibility, educational 
standards, and funding for such full-time virtual school pro-
grams. The bill requires each local school board to make the 
option to participate in a full-time online learning program or 
full-time virtual school program available to at least two per-
cent of students enrolled in the local school division and per-
mits school boards to satisfy such requirement by providing the 
option to participate in the full-time virtual school program 
offered by the relevant regional school board.   
Patron - Petersen

SB1476  Department of Education; training for 
hearing officers in teacher dismissal hearings; list of 
trained hearing officers. Requires the Department of Educa-
tion to (i) develop and make available to each local school 
board a program of training for hearing officers who preside 
over teacher dismissal hearings that includes information on 
the statutory procedure for teacher dismissal hearings and (ii) 
develop, maintain, and make available to each local school 
board a list of hearing officers who have completed such pro-
gram of training.   
Patron - McClellan

SB1477  Students with blindness or visual impair-
ments. Makes several changes to provisions relating to stu-
dents with blindness or visual impairments, including (i) 
requiring a learning media assessment (LMA) to be adminis-
tered as part of the initial evaluation and each reevaluation of 
each student with blindness or visual impairments or more fre-
quently, if such student's Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) team so determines and requiring instruction in Braille 
reading and writing and accommodations for materials in 
Braille to be included in the IEP of a student with blindness or 
visual impairments commensurate with his IEP team's determi-
nation of his needs based upon the results of such LMA and (ii) 
requiring the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision 
Impaired to assist the Board of Education and each local school 
board with ongoing professional development for teachers of 
students with blindness or visual impairments, including 
knowledge of and instruction in Braille and the administration 
and evaluation of LMAs.  
Patron - McClellan
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SB1500  School Health Advisory Board. Establishes 
the School Health Advisory Board in the executive branch to 
advise the General Assembly on pending legislation concern-
ing health policy that affects elementary and secondary 
schools.  
Patron - Favola

SB1517 School transportation; fees. Authorizes a 
school board to charge a reasonable fee, when it provides trans-
portation to pupils who attend school outside the school divi-
sion, to each pupil utilizing such transportation. The bill 
requires that the school board waive such fee for any pupil who 
receives special education services or whose parent is finan-
cially unable to pay it, including any pupil who is eligible for 
free and reduced lunch. The bill contains technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - Black

SB1537  Certain school board employees; training 
program on bullying. Requires each school board to require 
each school board employee in the local school division, 
including student support positions but excluding all other sup-
port services positions, to participate in a three-hour in-person 
or online training program on identifying, preventing, and 
responding to incidents of bullying. The bill requires each such 
training program to include information on bullying that is pro-
vided by the National Council for Behavioral Health. The bill 
has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.   
Patron - McPike

SB1556   Board of Education; graduation require-
ments. Requires the Board of Education's graduation require-
ments to require a student to earn at least one verified credit in 
each of the following subjects: mathematics, reading, writing, 
science, and history and social science. The bill requires a stu-
dent to achieve a passing score on the associated end-of-course 
Standards of Learning assessment to earn a verified credit. The 
bill prohibits the associated end-of course Standards of Learn-
ing assessment from being diluted or replaced by another 
assessment.   
Patron - Newman

SB1570  Virtual Virginia; availability. Requires that 
the Virtual Virginia program, established by the Department of 
Education, be made available to all public middle and high 
schools. The bill provides that such program may be made 
available to all public elementary schools. Under current law, 
Virtual Virginia is required to be made available to public high 
schools only. The bill also replaces the term "statewide elec-
tronic classroom" with "online learning program" to more 
accurately reflect the Virtual Virginia program.   
Patron - Peake

SB1584  High school graduation requirements; ver-
ified credit; locally selected, nationally recognized high 
school academic assessments. Requires the Board of Educa-
tion, in establishing high school graduation requirements, to 
provide for the award of verified units of credit for satisfactory 
scores on locally selected, nationally recognized high school 
academic assessments approved by the Board in lieu of the cor-
related Standards of Learning assessments.      
Patron - Suetterlein

Elections

Passed

HB1428 Absentee voting; photo identification 
required with application. Requires any voter submitting an 
application for an absentee ballot by mail or by electronic or 
telephonic transmission to a facsimile device to submit with his 
application a copy of one of the forms of identification accept-
able under current law. The bill exempts military and overseas 
voters and persons with a disability from this requirement. This 
bill is identical to SB 872.  This bill was vetoed by the Gover-
nor.
Patron - Fowler

HB1431 Voter registration drives; compensation 
prohibition. Prohibits any individual or group conducting a 
voter registration drive from compensating its volunteers or 
employees on the basis of the number of completed voter regis-
tration applications the volunteer or employee collects. The bill 
also prohibits volunteers and employees from accepting com-
pensation based on the number of completed voter registration 
applications he collects.
Patron - Cole

HB1730  Description of duties and responsibilities 
of local electoral boards; Department of Elections to pro-
vide annually to certain entities. Requires the State Board of 
Elections, with the cooperation of the local electoral boards 
and general registrars, to develop a description of the duties 
and responsibilities of the local electoral boards. The Depart-
ment of Elections is required to provide this description to the 
clerks of the circuit courts, the chairmen of the state and dis-
trict political party committees, the general registrars, and the 
local electoral boards.   
Patron - Ransone

HB1912  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons 
granted protective order. Entitles a person to vote absentee if 
the person has been granted a protective order issued by or 
under the authority of any court of competent jurisdiction.  
Patron - Yost

HB1933 Candidate withdrawal; notice of with-
drawal; information to voters. Provides that a candidate who 
has qualified to have his name printed on the ballot for an elec-
tion is not deemed to have withdrawn from such election until 
he has submitted a signed written notice declaring his intent to 
withdraw and that notice has been received by the general reg-
istrar. The Department of Elections is required to include in its 
candidate guidance documents the requirements and process 
for candidate withdrawal. The bill also provides that when bal-
lots are not corrected to delete a candidate's name, the general 
registrar shall provide a list of candidates who have withdrawn 
to be posted in each polling place and made available to the 
public.
Patron - Carr
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HB2179 Form of ballot; order of independent can-
didates. Provides that when there is more than one indepen-
dent candidate for an office, their names shall appear on the 
ballot in an order determined by the priority of time of filing all 
required paperwork for the office. In the event that two or more 
candidates file simultaneously, the order of filing is determined 
by lot by the electoral board. Currently, this order applies only 
to the names of candidates for school board, and the names of 
all other independent candidates appear alphabetically. This 
bill is identical to SB 1104. 
Patron - Sickles

HB2343 Voter registration list maintenance; voters 
identified as having duplicate registrations. Requires the 
Department of Elections to provide to the general registrars a 
list of registered voters who have been found through list com-
parisons and data-matching exchanges with other states to be 
registered in another state.  This bill was vetoed by the Gover-
nor.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB2364 Public officers; automatic suspension 
upon conviction of felony. Provides that any officer who is 
convicted of a felony under the laws of any state or the United 
States shall be automatically suspended upon such conviction, 
regardless of any appeals, pleadings, delays, or motions. The 
bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to SB 
1487.
Patron - Heretick

HB2397 Candidate petitions; signature require-
ments for candidates in certain towns. Requires petitions for 
candidates for the governing body or elected school board of 
towns to contain a minimum of (i) 125 signatures of qualified 
voters in towns with more than 3,500 registered voters and (ii) 
50 signatures of qualified voters in towns with at least 1,500 
but not more than 3,500 registered voters. No candidate peti-
tion is required for local offices in towns with fewer than 1,500 
registered voters.
Patron - Pillion

HB2415 Ballots; number ordered to be printed.
Requires the general registrars to consider the number of active 
registered voters and historical election data, including voter 
turnout, when determining the number of ballots to order to be 
printed for an election. This bill is identical to SB 1552.
Patron - Garrett

SB864 Electoral board appointments; chief judge of 
the judicial circuit or his designee to make appointment.
Provides that appointments to the electoral board of each 
county and city are to be made by the chief judge of the judicial 
circuit for the county or city or that judge's designee, who shall 
be any other judge sitting in that judicial circuit. Currently, 
such appointments are made by a majority of the circuit judges 
and if a majority of the judges cannot agree, the senior judge 
makes the appointment. The bill also contains technical 
amendments. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Stuart

SB872 Absentee voting; photo identification 
required with application. Requires any voter submitting an 
application for an absentee ballot by mail or by electronic or 
telephonic transmission to a facsimile device to submit with his 
application a copy of one of the forms of identification accept-
able under current law. The bill exempts military and overseas 
voters and persons with a disability from this requirement. This 
bill is identical to HB 1428.  This bill was vetoed by the Gover-
nor.
Patron - Chase

SB960  Absentee ballots; expediting the counting of 
absentee ballots returned by mail prior to election day. Pro-
vides that if a general registrar has opted to expedite the count-
ing of absentee ballots returned by mail by opening the sealed 
ballot envelopes in accordance with law, the requirement that 
the absentee ballot return envelope and unopened ballot enve-
lope be deposited into an appropriate container does not apply. 
Current law contains a contradiction that absentee ballot return 
envelopes and unopened ballot envelopes are to be deposited 
into an appropriate container while also allowing the sealed 
ballot envelopes to be opened so that they may be inserted into 
a ballot scanner machine or other secure ballot container.    
Patron - Spruill

SB961  Absentee voting; processing of rejected 
absentee ballots. Provides that when an absentee ballot is 
rejected, at least two officers of election, one representing each 
political party, are required to write and sign a statement for the 
cause of the ballot's rejection. Currently, the law requires that a 
majority of the officers write and sign such statement.  
Patron - Spruill

SB1104 Form of ballot; order of independent candi-
dates. Provides that when there is more than one independent 
candidate for an office, their names shall appear on the ballot in 
an order determined by the priority of time of filing all required 
paperwork for the office. In the event that two or more candi-
dates file simultaneously, the order of filing is determined by 
lot by the electoral board. Currently, this order applies only to 
the names of candidates for school board, and the names of all 
other independent candidates appear alphabetically. This bill is 
identical to HB 2179. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1105 Reports of registered voters and persons 
voting at elections. Requires the local electoral boards to 
direct the general registrars to investigate the list of registered 
voters whenever the number of registered voters in a county or 
city exceeds the population of persons age 18 years or older, 
based on the most recent population estimate of the Weldon 
Cooper Center for Public Service of the University of Virginia. 
The bill also requires the local electoral boards to direct the 
general registrars to investigate the list of persons voting at an 
election whenever the number of persons voting at any election 
in a county or city exceeds the number of persons registered to 
vote in that county or city. The Department of Elections is 
required to provide certain data to any general registrar con-
ducting such an investigation for the registrar's use during the 
investigation. The local electoral boards are required to make 
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reports of the findings to the State Board. These reports are 
public documents.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1253 Voter identification; photograph contained 
in electronic pollbook. Requires electronic pollbooks to con-
tain the photographs of registered voters that are obtained by 
the general registrars in the production of voter photo identifi-
cation cards or contained in a voter's Department of Motor 
Vehicles record. The bill also provides that if the electronic 
pollbook contains the voter's photograph, the officer of election 
is required to access that photograph and the voter is not 
required to present one of the statutorily required forms of 
identification. The bill prohibits lists of voters furnished pursu-
ant to current law from containing any voter's photograph. The 
bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.  This bill was 
vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1254 Department of Elections; annual audit of 
ballot scanner machines. Requires the Department of Elec-
tions to coordinate a post-election risk-limiting audit annually 
of ballot scanner machines in use in the Commonwealth. The 
localities selected for the audit are to be chosen at random with 
every locality participating in the Department's annual audit at 
least once during a five-year period. The audits are required to 
be conducted by the local electoral boards and general regis-
trars in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Depart-
ment. The local electoral boards report the results of the audit 
to the Department and the Department shall submit a report on 
the audits to the State Board of Elections. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1303 Voter registration; deadline for registra-
tion by electronic means. Requires that voter registration 
applications made by electronic means be made by 5:00 p.m. 
on the final day for registration before an election and that the 
principal office of each general registrar close for voter regis-
tration purposes at 5:00 p.m. on the final day of registration; 
the same deadline applies to the receipt of certain mail voter 
registration applications. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.
Patron - Vogel

SB1304  Local option for timing of municipal elec-
tions; effective date. Provides that the statutory authority 
allowing a city or town to move its local elections to the 
November general election date by ordinance notwithstanding 
a charter provision to the contrary shall be retroactively effec-
tive beginning on July 1, 2000, in keeping with the intent of the 
General Assembly when first granting such authority.  
Patron - Vogel

SB1455 Payments for registering to vote; penalties.
Provides that any person who gives, offers, or promises any 
monetary payment to another in exchange for that person regis-
tering to vote is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. A person who 
solicits or accepts any monetary payment from another in 
exchange for his registering to vote is guilty of a Class 1 mis-
demeanor.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Black

SB1467 Central absentee voter precincts; expedited 
counting of absentee ballots. Allows the officers of election at 
a central absentee voter precinct to begin tallying the absentee 
ballots that are counted by hand at any time after 3:00 p.m. on 
the day of the election. Currently, absentee ballots may be pro-
cessed at the central absentee voter precinct prior to the closing 
of the polls but shall not be counted until after the polls have 
closed. The bill prohibits any counts of tallies to be determined 
or transmitted outside of the central absentee voter precinct 
until after the closing of the polls. It also prohibits the use of 
cell phones and other communication devices during such tal-
lying and until the close of polls. Any persons present in the 
central absentee voter precinct during this time is required to 
sign a statement under oath that he will not transmit any counts 
prior to the closing of the polls. Any person who transmits any 
counts in violation of the provisions of the bill is guilty of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor.
Patron - Marsden

SB1487 Public officers; automatic suspension upon 
conviction of felony. Provides that any officer who is con-
victed of a felony under the laws of any state or the United 
States shall be automatically suspended upon such conviction, 
regardless of any appeals, pleadings, delays, or motions. The 
bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to HB 
2364.
Patron - Lewis

SB1552 Ballots; number ordered to be printed.
Requires the general registrars to consider the number of active 
registered voters and historical election data, including voter 
turnout, when determining the number of ballots to order to be 
printed for an election. This bill is identical to HB 2415.
Patron - Newman

SB1581 Voter registration; verification of social 
security numbers. Requires the general registrars to verify 
that the name, date of birth, and social security number pro-
vided by an applicant on the voter registration application 
match the information on file with the Social Security Admin-
istration or other database approved by the State Board before 
registering such applicant. The bill also requires the general 
registrars to verify annually that the name, date of birth, and 
social security number in the registration record of each regis-
tered voter in the registrar's jurisdiction match the information 
on file with the Social Security Administration or other data-
base approved by the State Board. The State Board is autho-
rized to approve the use of any government database to the 
extent required to enable each general registrar to carry out the 
provisions of this section and to promulgate rules for the use of 
such database. The Department of Elections is required to pro-
vide access to the general registrars to the Social Security 
Administration database and any other database approved by 
the State Board. The Department of Elections is further 
required to enter into any agreement with any federal or state 
agency in order to facilitate such access.  This bill was vetoed 
by the Governor.
Patron - Peake
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Failed

HB1399 State Board of Elections and local elec-
toral boards; appointments; proportion of political party 
representation. Provides that in the appointment of members 
to the State Board of Elections and to the local electoral boards, 
one member shall be of the political party having the highest 
number of members in the House of Delegates, one member 
shall be of the political party having the highest number of 
members in the Senate of Virginia, and one member shall be of 
the political party of the Governor. If all three members are of 
the same political party, one member shall be of the political 
party having cast the next highest number of votes in the Com-
monwealth for Governor at the last preceding gubernatorial 
election. Representation on both the State Board of Elections 
and each local electoral board is to be given to each of the 
political parties having the highest and next highest number of 
votes in the Commonwealth for Governor at the last preceding 
gubernatorial election.
Patron - Cole

HB1407  Qualified voters; definition of violent fel-
ony. Defines the term "violent felony" to be used in determin-
ing a person's eligibility for restoration of his civil rights. The 
bill has an effective date of January 1, 2019, contingent upon 
voter approval of amendments to Article II, Section 1 and Arti-
cle V, Section 12 of the Constitution of Virginia at the Novem-
ber 2018 general election. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB1409  House of Delegates and Senate district 
boundaries. Authorizes the General Assembly to make techni-
cal adjustments to legislative districts subsequent to the decen-
nial redistricting solely for the purpose of causing legislative 
district boundaries to coincide with local voting precincts. Any 
adjustment shall change districts only to the extent necessary to 
accomplish this purpose and shall be consistent with the crite-
ria for districts established for the preceding decennial redis-
tricting.   
Patron - Cole

HB1425  Electors for President and Vice President; 
allocation of electoral votes by congressional district.
Revises the process by which the Commonwealth's electoral 
votes are allocated among the slates of presidential electors. 
The bill provides that a voter will vote for two electors for the 
Commonwealth at large and one elector for the congressional 
district in which he is qualified to vote. The candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 
votes cast statewide are allocated the two electoral votes for the 
Commonwealth at large, and the candidates for President and 
Vice President receiving the highest number of votes cast in 
each congressional district are allocated the one electoral vote 
for that congressional district. Currently, the candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 
votes cast statewide are allocated the total number of the Com-
monwealth's electoral votes.   
Patron - Cole

HB1430  Third-party registration groups; registra-
tion, disclosure, and recordkeeping requirements; compen-

sation prohibition. Requires any individual or organization 
that will be distributing and collecting voter registration appli-
cations to register as a third-party registration group with the 
Department of Elections (the Department) prior to engaging in 
any voter registration activities. The bill requires volunteers 
and employees of third-party registration groups to register 
with the Department. The Department is required to issue a 
unique identification number to each third-party registration 
group, and each group shall assign its volunteers and employ-
ees a separate identification number. The bill requires these 
identification numbers to be included on voter registration 
applications collected by the third-party registration group. The 
bill also requires third-party registration groups to maintain a 
record containing information about all volunteers and 
employees engaging in voter registration activities on behalf of 
the group, each of whom is required to receive training and to 
maintain a log of his registration activities to be submitted with 
all completed applications collected. The bill prohibits the 
compensation of volunteers and employees on a per-applica-
tion basis.   
Patron - Fowler

HB1446  Campaign finance; permitted use of 
excess funds. Provides that contributions received by a candi-
date or his campaign committee that are in excess of the 
amount necessary to defray his campaign expenditures may be 
disposed of only by transferring for use in a succeeding elec-
tion, returning to a contributor, donating to a charitable organi-
zation, contributing to another candidate, political committee, 
or political party committee, or defraying ordinary, nonreim-
bursed expenses related to the elective office. The bill also pro-
hibits the conversion of any contributed moneys, securities, or 
like intangible personal property to personal use. Under current 
law, the same provisions governing the use of excess contrib-
uted funds apply only in the context of filing a final campaign 
finance report.   
Patron - Simon

HB1459 Campaign finance; prohibited personal 
use; penalty. Prohibits the conversion of any contributed mon-
eys, securities, or like intangible personal property by any per-
son to the personal use of a candidate or a member of the 
candidate's immediate family, if such use is for a strictly per-
sonal purpose with no reasonable or foreseeable benefit to the 
candidate's campaign or public office. Complaints of alleged 
violations may be made by any person who contributes to the 
candidate or candidate's campaign committee to the State 
Board of Elections. The subject of the complaint has 30 days to 
provide to the State Board documentation or other evidence 
that the use of the campaign funds had a reasonable or foresee-
able benefit to the campaign or the candidate's public office. 
The State Board shall call a hearing if it determines, after 
reviewing any response made by the subject of the complaint, 
that the use of campaign funds had no reasonable or foresee-
able benefit to the campaign or the candidate's public office. If 
the complaining party declines to participate in the hearing, the 
complaint shall be dismissed. A person found by the State 
Board to have willfully and knowingly violated this section 
shall repay to the campaign committee the amount unlawfully 
converted to the personal use of the candidate or a member of 
the candidate's immediate family and shall return to the com-
plaining party the full amount of the complaining party's con-
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tribution to the campaign. The State Board may also assess an 
additional civil penalty, in an amount not to exceed $100.
Patron - Cole

HB1462  Voter identification; accepted forms of 
identification. Adds to the list of acceptable forms of voter 
identification a valid student photo identification card issued 
by any institution of higher education located in any other state 
or territory of the United States. Current law allows students 
from any institution of higher education located in the Com-
monwealth to use their student photo identification cards for 
purposes of voting.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1482  Presidential electors; National Popular 
Vote Compact. Enters Virginia into an interstate compact 
known as the Agreement Among the States to Elect the Presi-
dent by National Popular Vote. Article II of the United States 
Constitution gives the states exclusive and plenary authority to 
decide the manner of awarding their electoral votes. Under the 
compact, Virginia agrees to award its electoral votes to the 
presidential ticket that receives the most popular votes in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. The  compact goes into 
effect when states cumulatively possessing a majority of the 
electoral votes have joined the compact. A state may withdraw 
from the compact; however, a withdrawal occurring within six 
months of the end of a President's term shall not become effec-
tive until a President or Vice President has qualified to serve 
the next term.   
Patron - Simon

HB1594  Local election districts and precincts. Pro-
vides that any property line or subdivision boundary shown on 
an official local property map will constitute a "clearly observ-
able boundary" for the purpose of constituting a district or pre-
cinct boundary. Current law provides that only property lines 
and subdivision boundaries that appear on VDOT maps, 
United States Geological Survey topographical maps, or the 
TIGER/line files of the United States Bureau of the Census 
may be used.  
Patron - Boysko

HB1598 Voter registration; proof of citizenship 
required to register to vote in certain elections. Requires 
persons applying to register to vote to provide proof of United 
States citizenship in a form enumerated in the bill. An appli-
cant who does not provide such proof of citizenship shall be 
registered to vote in federal elections only. An applicant who 
does provide such proof of citizenship shall be registered to 
vote in federal, state, and local elections. The bill provides that 
any person who is registered in the Commonwealth on January 
1, 2018, will be deemed to have provided proof of citizenship. 
The bill directs the general registrars to indicate on each regis-
tered voter's registration record whether such voter is regis-
tered to vote in federal, state, and local elections or in federal 
elections only.
Patron - Cole

HB1601  Electors for President and Vice President; 
allocation of electoral votes by congressional district.
Revises the process by which the Commonwealth's electoral 
votes are allocated among the slates of presidential electors. 

The bill provides that a voter will vote for two electors for the 
Commonwealth at large and one elector for the congressional 
district in which he is qualified to vote. The candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 
votes cast statewide are allocated the two electoral votes for the 
Commonwealth at large, and the candidates for President and 
Vice President receiving the highest number of votes cast in 
each congressional district are allocated the one electoral vote 
for that congressional district. Currently, the candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 
votes cast statewide are allocated the total number of the Com-
monwealth's electoral votes.   
Patron - Fariss

HB1603  Absentee voting; eligibility of certain 
caregivers. Entitles a person to vote absentee if the person is 
unable to go in person to the polls on the day of the election 
because he is primarily and personally responsible for the care 
of an ill or disabled individual who is confined at home. Cur-
rently, such caregivers are entitled to vote absentee only if the 
ill or disabled individual who is confined at home is a family 
member of the caregiver.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1631  Elections; early voting. Allows any regis-
tered voter to vote early in any election in which he is qualified 
to vote without providing a reason or making prior application 
for an absentee ballot. The bill requires that early voting be 
available beginning the twenty-first day prior to any general 
election, the seventh day prior to any special election held on a 
date other than the date of a general election, and the seventh 
day prior to any primary election and ending at 5:00 p.m. on 
the Saturday immediately preceding the election. The bill fur-
ther requires early voting to be available during regular busi-
ness hours each weekday during the applicable period, from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on each Saturday during the applicable 
period, and from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on each Sunday 
during the applicable period. The bill removes the current pro-
visions for voting absentee in person but retains those provi-
sions for voting an absentee ballot by mail, including the 
application requirement and the list of statutory reasons that 
allow a registered voter to vote absentee by mail.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1696 Filling vacancies in the United States Sen-
ate. Removes the language limiting the date at which a special 
election can be held to fill a vacancy occurring in the represen-
tation of the Commonwealth in the United States Senate. The 
bill also removes the authority of the Governor to make a tem-
porary appointment to fill such a vacancy. The bill allows the 
Governor to immediately issue a writ to call an election upon 
receipt of written notification by a Senator or Senator-elect of 
his resignation and makes such resignation irrevocable after 
the date stated by him for his resignation or after the forty-fifth 
day before the date set for the special election. 
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1698 Polling places; memorandum of under-
standing. Directs the Attorney General to develop and make 
available a template memorandum of understanding to be used 
by the general registrars when establishing polling places. The 
bill requires the general registrar to enter into a memorandum 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1462
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1482
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1594
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1598
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1601
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1603
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1631
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1696
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1698


Elections 100  2017 Session Summary
of understanding with the entity or person authorized to grant 
the use of the facility as a polling place. Using the template 
prescribed by the Attorney General, the parties will specify the 
terms for use of the facility, including the hours and dates the 
facility is to be used, the availability of parking at the facility, 
and the defined space where the elections are to be conducted. 
Such memorandum of understanding shall be entered into for a 
period of five years, with the option to renew at the end of the 
fourth year. Upon the mutual agreement of the two parties, 
such memorandum of understanding shall be made void. 
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1733  Removal of public officers from office; 
recall elections for certain elected and appointed officers.
Provides a process by which elected officers and officers 
appointed to an elected office may be recalled and removed 
from office. The recall process is initiated by a petition signed 
by a number of registered voters residing within the jurisdic-
tion of the officer equal to 20 percent of the total number of 
votes cast at the last election for the office the officer holds. 
The bill requires the timing and conduct of the recall election 
to comply with the provisions governing special elections. Any 
registered voter qualified to vote for the officer subject to the 
recall may vote in the recall election. If a majority of the votes 
are for removal of the officer, the officer is removed from 
office and the vacancy is filled in accordance with law. The bill 
retains the statutory reasons for removal. The bill retains the 
process for removal by the courts for officers appointed for a 
term certain.   
Patron - Anderson

HB1818  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older on 
the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee.  
Patron - Hayes

HB1819  Elections; absentee voting; no-excuse, in-
person. Allows qualified voters to vote absentee in person 
without providing an excuse for not being able to vote in per-
son on election day. The bill retains the statutory list of specific 
reasons allowing a voter to cast an absentee ballot by mail.  
Patron - Hayes

HB1904  Voter identification requirements; repeal 
of photo identification requirements. Repeals the require-
ment that voters show a form of identification containing a 
photograph in order to be allowed to vote. The bill requires a 
voter to show either his voter registration confirmation docu-
ments; his valid Virginia driver's license, his valid United 
States passport, or any other identification issued by the Com-
monwealth, one of its political subdivisions, or the United 
States; any valid student identification card issued by any insti-
tution of higher education located in the Commonwealth or any 
private school located in the Commonwealth; any valid 
employee identification card containing a photograph of the 
voter and issued by an employer of the voter in the ordinary 
course of the employer's business; or a copy of a current utility 
bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other 
government document that shows the name and address of the 

voter. The bill adds language regarding requirements for cer-
tain voters pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002.   
Patron - Heretick

HB1935  Absentee voting; no-excuse, in-person 
available 21 days prior to election. Allows any registered 
voter to vote by absentee ballot in person in any election in 
which he is qualified to vote without providing a reason or 
making a prior application for an absentee ballot. Absentee 
voting in person will be available in the office of the general 
registrar or the secretary of the electoral board and may be 
available at additional locations if approved by the local elec-
toral board. The period for absentee voting in person will begin 
on the twenty-first day prior to any election and will end at 
5:00 p.m. on the Saturday immediately preceding the election. 
The bill retains the current provisions for voting absentee by 
mail, including the application process and list of eligibility 
reasons.   
Patron - Carr

HB1953  Voter identification; accepted forms of 
identification. Adds to the list of accepted forms of identifica-
tion for purposes of voting a valid identification card that con-
tains a photograph of the voter and is issued by any private 
entity that is licensed or certified, in whole or in part, by the 
State Department of Health, the Department of Social Services, 
the Department of Medical Assistance Services, or the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. An 
employee of any such private entity is currently permitted to 
use his employee identification card, provided that the card 
contains a photograph of the voter, for purposes of voting; the 
bill allows a resident or other person who receives services 
from such private entity to use a valid identification card issued 
by the private entity, provided that the card contains a photo-
graph of the voter.   
Patron - Carr

HB1955  Voter registration records; deadline 
extension. Provides for the extension of the date for the clos-
ing of the registration records in the event that a failure of the 
Virginia voter registration system occurs prior to the close of 
the registration records. The bill requires that the period of 
such extension equal the amount of time during which the reg-
istration system was unavailable for registration activities.  
Patron - Kory

HB2068  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons 
with disabilities and persons age 65 or older. Entitles (i) per-
sons with disabilities who are not reasonably able to go in per-
son to the polls on election day and (ii) persons who will be age 
65 or older on the date of the election to vote absentee. Current 
law allows persons with disabilities who are unable to go in 
person to the polls on election day to vote absentee. The bill 
does not change current law that entitles persons age 65 or 
older and persons with disabilities to vote outside of the polling 
place upon request.   
Patron - Watts

HB2069  Adjustment of local election district 
boundaries subsequent to decennial redistricting. Limits 
changes in election district boundaries in order to conform 
them to state legislative or congressional district boundaries to 
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changes that affect no more than one percent of the district 
population or 250 persons, whichever is greater. The current 
limit is the lesser of five percent of the district population or 
250 persons.  
Patron - Watts

HB2088 Voter registration at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles; opt-out voter registration. Provides for the 
electronic transmission by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
to the Department of Elections of certain information for any 
person coming into an office of the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles or accessing its website in order to (i) apply for, replace, or 
renew a driver's license, (ii) apply for, replace, or renew a spe-
cial identification card, or (iii) change an address on an exist-
ing driver's license or special identification card if the 
Department of Motor Vehicles records indicate that he (a) is a 
United States citizen, (b) is 18 years of age or older, and (c) at 
the time of the transaction does not decline to have his infor-
mation transmitted to the Department of Elections for voter 
registration purposes. The option to decline to have his infor-
mation so transmitted shall be presented at the time of one of 
the specified transactions with the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles and shall be accompanied by a warning that intentionally 
making a materially false statement during the transaction and 
that voting more than once in any election in the same or dif-
ferent jurisdictions are both punishable under Virginia law as a 
felony. The information required to be transferred includes the 
person's full name, date of birth, gender, residence address, cit-
izenship status, driver's license and social security number, and 
digital signature and an affirmation by the person that he meets 
all voter eligibility requirements. Upon receipt of the informa-
tion, the Department of Elections is required to determine 
whether the person is already registered to vote. If the person is 
already registered to vote, the Department of Elections is 
required to take certain steps to update the voter's registration 
records. If the person is not already registered to vote, the 
Department of Elections is required to verify that the person 
meets all voter eligibility requirements and, if so finding, is 
required to transmit the information to the appropriate general 
registrar. The bill repeals the requirement that the Department 
of Motor Vehicles offer, accept, receive, and send voter regis-
tration applications. 
Patron - Herring

HB2091  Elections; early voting. Allows any regis-
tered voter to vote early in any election in which he is qualified 
to vote without providing a reason or making prior application 
for an absentee ballot. The bill requires that early voting be 
available beginning the twenty-first day prior to any general 
election, the seventh day prior to any special election held on a 
date other than the date of a general election, and the seventh 
day prior to any primary election and ending at 5:00 p.m. on 
the Saturday immediately preceding the election. The bill fur-
ther requires early voting to be available during regular busi-
ness hours each weekday during the applicable period, from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on each Saturday during the applicable 
period, and from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on each Sunday 
during the applicable period. The bill removes the current pro-
visions for voting absentee in person but retains those provi-
sions for voting an absentee ballot by mail, including the 

application requirement and the list of statutory reasons that 
allow a registered voter to vote absentee by mail.  
Patron - Kory

HB2133 Recount procedures; initial audit of ballot 
scanner machines. Requires an initial audit of the ballot scan-
ner machines to be conducted prior to beginning the redetermi-
nation of the vote during a recount. The bill requires recount 
officials to collect a sample of the machine-readable ballots 
cast at each precinct in the election district equal to at least one 
percent of all machine-readable ballots cast at that precinct. 
Each precinct's sample is then run through a scanner used at 
that precinct on the night of the election, run through a scanner 
being used for the recount, and hand counted. If the results cal-
culated by the scanner used at that precinct on the night of the 
election, the results calculated by the scanner being used for 
the recount, and the results determined by the hand count are 
not identical, any party to the recount may request all ballots 
cast on ballot scanner machines in the election district to be 
counted by hand. If the results are identical, the redetermina-
tion of the vote shall be conducted in accordance with current 
law. 
Patron - Levine

HB2160  Virginia Interim Redistricting Commis-
sion; criteria for remedial redistricting plans. Provides for 
the establishment of the Virginia Interim Redistricting Com-
mission (Commission) when any congressional or state legisla-
tive district drawn as required by Article II, Section 6 of the 
Constitution of Virginia is declared unlawful or unconstitu-
tional, in whole or in part, by order of any state or federal 
court. The Commission is tasked with determining and submit-
ting to the General Assembly and the Governor a redistricting 
plan remedying such unlawful or unconstitutional district. The 
bill also provides criteria by which the Commission is to draw 
remedial districts.  
Patron - Rasoul

HB2180  Absentee voting; eligibility of certain per-
sons. Entitles a person to vote absentee if he is unable to go in 
person to the polls on the day of the election because he is pri-
marily and personally responsible for a child or for an ill or dis-
abled individual who is confined at home. The bill also entitles 
a person to vote absentee if he lacks access to reliable personal 
transportation.   
Patron - Sickles

HB2182 Voter registration at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles; opt-out voter registration. Provides for the 
electronic transmission by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
to the Department of Elections of certain information for any 
person coming into an office of the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles or accessing its website in order to (i) apply for, replace, or 
renew a driver's license, (ii) apply for, replace, or renew a spe-
cial identification card, or (iii) change an address on an exist-
ing driver's license or special identification card if the 
Department of Motor Vehicles records indicate that he (a) is a 
United States citizen, (b) is 18 years of age or older, and (c) at 
the time of the transaction does not decline to have his infor-
mation transmitted to the Department of Elections for voter 
registration purposes. The option to decline to have his infor-
mation so transmitted shall be presented at the time of one of 
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the specified transactions with the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles and shall be accompanied by a warning that intentionally 
making a materially false statement during the transaction and 
that voting more than once in any election in the same or dif-
ferent jurisdictions are both punishable under Virginia law as a 
felony. The information required to be transferred includes the 
person's full name, date of birth, gender, residence address, cit-
izenship status, driver's license and social security number, and 
digital signature and an affirmation by the person that he meets 
all voter eligibility requirements. Upon receipt of the informa-
tion, the Department of Elections is required to determine 
whether the person is already registered to vote. If the person is 
already registered to vote, the Department of Elections is 
required to take certain steps to update the voter's registration 
records. If the person is not already registered to vote, the 
Department of Elections is required to verify that the person 
meets all voter eligibility requirements and, if so finding, is 
required to transmit the information to the appropriate general 
registrar. The bill repeals the requirement that the Department 
of Motor Vehicles offer, accept, receive, and send voter regis-
tration applications. 
Patron - Sickles

HB2252  Illegal voter registration; penalties. Pro-
vides that any person who intentionally (i) procures, assists, or 
induces another to register to vote or (ii) submits a voter regis-
tration application on behalf of another, knowing such appli-
cant does not have the qualifications required by the 
Constitution of Virginia and the election laws, is guilty of a 
Class 6 felony.  
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB2275  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older on 
the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee.  
Patron - Krizek

HB2280   Voter referendum; independent redis-
tricting commission. Provides for a statewide referendum on 
the question of whether the General Assembly should adopt a 
resolution to propose an amendment to the Constitution of Vir-
ginia that would establish an independent redistricting com-
mission to create and propose redistricting plans for House of 
Delegates, Senate of Virginia, and congressional districts. The 
results would be advisory only and are intended only to 
demonstrate the preference of the citizens of the Common-
wealth on the manner in which electoral districts are created. 
The referendum would be held at the November 2017 general 
election.   
Patron - Ward

HB2315  Instant runoff voting. Provides for instant 
runoff voting in elections for statewide offices, the United 
States Senate, the United States House of Representatives, and 
the General Assembly. With instant runoff voting, voters rank 
the candidates for each office in order of choice, and only the 
candidate receiving a majority of the votes for such office is 
declared the winner. Ballots are initially counted as one vote 
for the first-choice candidate on the ballot; if no candidate 
receives a majority of the first-choice votes, additional rounds 
of ballot counting are required. In subsequent rounds of count-

ing, each ballot is counted as one vote for that ballot's highest-
ranked advancing candidate and the candidate receiving the 
fewest votes is eliminated, until one candidate receives a 
majority of the valid votes in a round.  
Patron - Freitas

HB2365    Registration records; deadline extension. 
Allows the State Board of Elections, by a majority vote, to 
extend the date of the closing of the registration records for a 
period not to exceed seven days in the event of an emergency.  
Patron - Toscano

HB2405  Voter registration; extended time for new 
citizens to register to vote. Provides that any person who 
becomes a citizen during the period immediately following the 
close of registration records pursuant to § 24.2-416 and the day 
of the election and is otherwise qualified to vote shall be enti-
tled to register to vote up to and including the day of the elec-
tion. The bill requires the Department of Elections to prescribe 
procedures for the addition to the lists of registered voters of 
persons registered under the provisions of the bill.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2421  Central absentee voter precincts; expe-
dited counting of absentee ballots. Allows the officers of 
election at a central absentee voter precinct to begin counting 
those absentee ballots that are counted by hand at any time 
after 6:00 a.m. on the day of the election. The bill prohibits bal-
lot count totals to be announced or transmitted outside of the 
central absentee voter precinct until after the closing of the 
polls. Currently, absentee ballots may be processed at the cen-
tral absentee voter precinct prior to the closing of the polls, but 
shall not be counted until after the polls have closed.  
Patron - Sickles

HB2443   Electoral fusion; form of ballot; candi-
date's name appearing more than once for same office.
Removes the provision prohibiting a candidate's name from 
appearing on the ballot more than once for the same office.  
Patron - Rasoul

HB2444  Presidential candidates; required state-
ment regarding disclosure of federal tax returns and for-
eign payments and remuneration. Requires any person 
seeking the nomination for the office of President of the United 
States to submit a statement, signed under penalty of perjury by 
the person seeking the nomination, that he has disclosed (i) his 
federal tax returns from each year of the 10-year period imme-
diately preceding the general election and (ii) any payments or 
remuneration exceeding $1,000 received from any foreign 
source during the 10-year period immediately preceding the 
general election. Any person who does not submit this state-
ment shall not have his name printed on the ballot for a presi-
dential primary election or the official ballot for the 
presidential election. The bill also requires a candidate nomi-
nated by a method other than a primary to submit such a state-
ment by the seventy-fifth day before the presidential election in 
order to be eligible to have his name printed on the official bal-
lot for the presidential election.  
Patron - Levine

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2252
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2275
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2280
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2315
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2365
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2405
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2421
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2443
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2444


2017 Session Summary 103 Elections
SB792   Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older on 
the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB821  Voter registration by political party affilia-
tion; primary elections. Adds party affiliation, beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2018, to the information that an applicant is asked to 
provide when registering to vote. The applicant may indicate 
that he is an independent. Voters registered prior to January 1, 
2018, will be designated as independent unless they provide a 
political party designation in writing to the general registrar. 
Voters may change their party affiliation or independent status 
by written notice at any time before the registration records are 
closed prior to an election. The state party chairman of each 
political party must notify the State Board of Elections by Jan-
uary 31 of each year of the rules adopted by the duly consti-
tuted authorities of the state political party governing who may 
participate in the party's primaries held from April 1 of that 
year through March 31 of the following year.  
Patron - Cosgrove

SB826  Voter identification; accepted forms of iden-
tification. Adds to the list of accepted forms of identification 
for purposes of voting a valid identification card that contains a 
photograph of the voter and is issued by any private entity that 
is licensed or certified, in whole or in part, by the State Depart-
ment of Health, the Department of Social Services, the Depart-
ment of Medical Assistance Services, or the Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services. An employee 
of any such private entity is currently permitted to use his 
employee identification card, provided that the card contains a 
photograph of the voter, for purposes of voting; the bill allows 
a resident or other person who receives services from such pri-
vate entity to use a valid identification card issued by the pri-
vate entity, provided that the card contains a photograph of the 
voter.   
Patron - Wexton

SB827  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 70 
or older. Entitles a person who will be age 70 or older on the 
date of the election for which an absentee ballot is requested to 
vote absentee.  
Patron - Wexton

SB837  Electors for President and Vice President; 
allocation of electoral votes by congressional district.
Revises the process by which the Commonwealth's electoral 
votes are allocated among the slates of presidential electors. 
The bill provides that a voter will vote for two electors for the 
Commonwealth at large and one elector for the congressional 
district in which he is qualified to vote. The candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 
votes cast statewide are allocated the two electoral votes for the 
Commonwealth at large, and the candidates for President and 
Vice President receiving the highest number of votes cast in 
each congressional district are allocated the one electoral vote 
for that congressional district. Currently, the candidates for 
President and Vice President receiving the highest number of 

votes cast statewide are allocated the total number of the Com-
monwealth's electoral votes.   
Patron - Chase

SB844  Absentee voting; no-excuse in-person avail-
able 21 days prior to election. Allows for any registered voter 
to vote by absentee ballot in person in any election in which he 
is qualified to vote without providing a reason or making prior 
application for an absentee ballot. The bill makes absentee vot-
ing in person available beginning the twenty-first day prior to 
the election and ending at 5:00 p.m. on the Saturday immedi-
ately preceding the election. The bill retains the current provi-
sions for voting an absentee ballot by mail, including the 
application requirement and the list of statutory reasons.  
Patron - Howell

SB845  Absentee voting; eligibility of certain care-
givers. Entitles a person to vote absentee if the person is 
unable to go in person to the polls on the day of the election 
because he is primarily and personally responsible for the care 
of an ill or disabled individual who is confined at home. Cur-
rently, such caregivers are entitled to vote absentee only if the 
ill or disabled individual who is confined at home is a family 
member of the caregiver.  
Patron - Howell

SB846  Virginia Interim Redistricting Commission; 
criteria for remedial redistricting plans. Provides for the 
establishment of the Virginia Interim Redistricting Commis-
sion (Commission) when any congressional or state legislative 
district drawn as required by Article II, Section 6 of the Consti-
tution of Virginia is declared unlawful or unconstitutional, in 
whole or in part, by order of any state or federal court. The 
Commission is tasked with determining and submitting to the 
General Assembly and the Governor a redistricting plan reme-
dying such unlawful or unconstitutional district. The bill also 
provides criteria by which the Commission is to draw remedial 
districts.   
Patron - Lucas

SB871  Third-party registration groups; registra-
tion, disclosure, and recordkeeping requirements; compen-
sation prohibition. Requires any individual or organization 
that will be distributing and collecting voter registration appli-
cations to register as a third-party registration group with the 
Department of Elections (the Department) prior to engaging in 
any voter registration activities. The bill requires volunteers 
and employees of third-party registration groups to register 
with the Department. The Department is required to issue a 
unique identification number to each third-party registration 
group, and each group shall assign its volunteers and employ-
ees a separate identification number. The bill requires these 
identification numbers to be included on voter registration 
applications collected by the third-party registration group. The 
bill also requires third-party registration groups to maintain a 
record containing information about all volunteers and 
employees engaging in voter registration activities on behalf of 
the group, each of whom is required to receive training and to 
maintain a log of his registration activities to be submitted with 
all completed applications collected. The bill prohibits the 
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compensation of volunteers and employees on a per-applica-
tion basis.   
Patron - Chase

SB878  Congressional and state legislative districts. 
Provides criteria for the General Assembly to observe in draw-
ing districts, including respect for political boundaries, equal 
population, racial and ethnic fairness, contiguity, compactness, 
and communities of interest. The bill prohibits use of political 
data or election results unless necessary to determine if racial 
or ethnic minorities can elect candidates of their choice.   
Patron - Howell

SB882  Absentee voting; eligibility of any registered 
voter. Allows any registered voter to vote by absentee ballot in 
any election in which he is qualified to vote. The bill removes 
the current list of statutory reasons for which a person may be 
entitled to vote by absentee ballot but retains the requirement 
to apply to vote absentee. The bill contains numerous technical 
amendments that consolidate existing provisions relating to 
absentee voting by uniformed and overseas voters and absentee 
voting by persons with a disability.   
Patron - Spruill

SB892  Absentee voting; deadline for requesting 
absentee ballot by means other than in person. Requires an 
application for an absentee ballot that is submitted by means 
other than in person in the office of the general registrar to be 
done so by 5:00 p.m. on the eleventh day prior to the election. 
Current law requires such application be made no later than 
5:00 p.m. on the seventh day prior to the election. The bill 
amends other related deadlines accordingly.   
Patron - Wexton

SB902  Primary elections; voter registration by 
political party. Adds party affiliation to the information that 
an applicant is asked to provide when registering to vote. The 
applicant may indicate that he is an independent. The bill 
requires the State Board of Elections (State Board), in Septem-
ber 2017, to notify all registered voters of the new party regis-
tration law and send them a return card to indicate their party 
affiliation or independent status. Any voter who does not state 
a party affiliation shall be designated as independent in the reg-
istration records. Voters may change their party affiliation or 
independent status by written notice at any time before the reg-
istration records are closed in advance of an election. The bill 
(i) requires the state party chairman to notify the State Board 
by January 31 of each year whether the party will close or open 
its primaries, (ii) requires that primary candidate petitions be 
signed and witnessed by voters registered as affiliated with the 
party conducting the primary, (iii) sets the required number of 
petition signatures at one percent of the number of voters regis-
tered as affiliated with the party in the election district where 
the primary is being held, and (iv) allows an official political 
party to retain that status as long as at least 15 percent of the 
Commonwealth's registered voters are registered as affiliated 
with that party. The provisions of the bill are applicable to pri-
maries conducted after January 1, 2018.   
Patron - Obenshain

SB979  Elections; absentee voting; no-excuse, in-
person. Allows qualified voters to vote absentee in person 

without providing an excuse for not being able to vote in per-
son on election day. The bill retains the statutory list of specific 
reasons allowing a voter to cast an absentee ballot by mail.  
Patron - Dance

SB1002  Absentee voting; no-excuse, in-person 
available 21 days prior to election. Allows any registered 
voter to vote by absentee ballot in person in any election in 
which he is qualified to vote without providing a reason or 
making a prior application for an absentee ballot. Absentee 
voting in person will be available in the office of the general 
registrar or the secretary of the electoral board and may be 
available at additional locations if approved by the local elec-
toral board. The period for absentee voting in person will begin 
on the twenty-first day prior to any election and will end at 
5:00 p.m. on the Saturday immediately preceding the election. 
The bill retains the current provisions for voting absentee by 
mail, including the application process and list of eligibility 
reasons.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1016  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older on 
the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee.  
Patron - Barker

SB1051 Voter registration at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles; opt-out voter registration. Provides for the 
electronic transmission by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
to the Department of Elections of certain information for any 
person coming into an office of the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles or accessing its website in order to (i) apply for, replace, or 
renew a driver's license, (ii) apply for, replace, or renew a spe-
cial identification card, or (iii) change an address on an exist-
ing driver's license or special identification card if the 
Department of Motor Vehicles records indicate that he (a) is a 
United States citizen, (b) is 18 years of age or older, and (c) at 
the time of the transaction does not decline to have his infor-
mation transmitted to the Department of Elections for voter 
registration purposes. The option to decline to have his infor-
mation so transmitted shall be presented at the time of one of 
the specified transactions with the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles and shall be accompanied by a warning that intentionally 
making a materially false statement during the transaction and 
that voting more than once in any election in the same or dif-
ferent jurisdictions are both punishable under Virginia law as a 
felony. The information required to be transferred includes the 
person's full name, date of birth, gender, residence address, cit-
izenship status, driver's license and social security number, and 
digital signature and an affirmation by the person that he meets 
all voter eligibility requirements. Upon receipt of the informa-
tion, the Department of Elections is required to determine 
whether the person is already registered to vote. If the person is 
already registered to vote, the Department of Elections is 
required to take certain steps to update the voter's registration 
records. If the person is not already registered to vote, the 
Department of Elections is required to verify that the person 
meets all voter eligibility requirements and, if so finding, is 
required to transmit the information to the appropriate general 
registrar. The bill repeals the requirement that the Department 
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of Motor Vehicles offer, accept, receive, and send voter regis-
tration applications. 
Patron - Ebbin

SB1059  Election day voter registration; pilot pro-
gram. Provides that the State Board of Elections shall develop 
a pilot program for election day voter registration, by which a 
person who (i) offers to vote on election day but is not a regis-
tered voter, (ii) provides one of the forms of identification 
specified in subsection B of § 24.2-643, and (iii) provides 
proof of his residency, in a form specified by the State Board 
for this purpose, in the precinct in which he offers to vote, shall 
be permitted to register to vote and to cast a ballot. The bill 
requires participating localities to provide information on the 
implementation of the pilot program in its locality to the State 
Board by December 1 of each year in which it participates. The 
bill requires the State Board to submit a report to the Governor, 
the General Assembly, and the House and Senate Committees 
on Privileges and Elections on the pilot program, including a 
recommendation as to whether there should be statewide elec-
tion day voter registration. The bill has an expiration date of 
December 31, 2019.   
Patron - Deeds

SB1093  Campaign contribution limits; civil pen-
alty. Prohibits a person, other than a political party committee 
or political action committee, from making any single contri-
bution, or any combination of contributions, that exceeds 
$10,000 to any one candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Gover-
nor, Attorney General, or the General Assembly in any one 
election cycle, of which no more than $5,000 may be contrib-
uted for the primary election or other nominating process. 
Political action committees are prohibited from making any 
single contribution or any combination of contributions that 
exceeds $20,000 to any one candidate for Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Attorney General, or the General Assembly in any 
one election cycle, of which no more than $10,000 may be con-
tributed for the primary election or other nominating process. 
No limits are placed on contributions made by political party 
committees, the candidate, or the candidate's family to the can-
didate's campaign. Civil penalties for violations of the limits 
may equal up to two times the excess contribution amounts.  
Patron - Petersen

SB1131  Absentee voting; eligibility of certain per-
sons. Entitles a person to vote absentee if he is unable to go in 
person to the polls on the day of the election because he is pri-
marily and personally responsible for a child or for an ill or dis-
abled individual who is confined at home. The bill also entitles 
a person to vote absentee if he lacks access to reliable personal 
transportation.   
Patron - Mason

SB1132  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older on 
the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee.  
Patron - Mason

SB1133  Voter referendum; independent redistrict-
ing commission. Provides for a statewide referendum on the 
question of whether the General Assembly should adopt a reso-

lution to propose an amendment to the Constitution of Virginia 
that would establish an independent redistricting commission 
to create and propose redistricting plans for House of Dele-
gates, Senate of Virginia, and congressional districts. The 
results would be advisory only and are intended only to 
demonstrate the preference of the citizens of the Common-
wealth on the manner in which electoral districts are created. 
The referendum would be held at the November 2017 general 
election.   
Patron - Mason

SB1142  Campaign finance; filing and reporting 
requirements applicable to certain tax-exempt organiza-
tions. Removes the exemption of organizations holding tax-
exempt status under § 501(c)(4) of the United States Internal 
Revenue Code from the filing and reporting requirements of 
the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act of 2006.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1200  Voter identification requirements; repeal 
of photo identification requirements. Repeals the require-
ment that voters show a form of identification containing a 
photograph in order to be allowed to vote. The bill requires a 
voter to show either his voter registration confirmation docu-
ments; his valid Virginia driver's license, his valid United 
States passport, or any other identification issued by the Com-
monwealth, one of its political subdivisions, or the United 
States; any valid student identification card issued by any insti-
tution of higher education located in the Commonwealth or any 
private school located in the Commonwealth; any valid 
employee identification card containing a photograph of the 
voter and issued by an employer of the voter in the ordinary 
course of the employer's business; or a copy of a current utility 
bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other 
government document that shows the name and address of the 
voter. The bill adds language regarding requirements for cer-
tain voters pursuant to the Help America Vote Act of 2002.   
Patron - Lewis

SB1206  Redistricting process. Provides a new 
method for the preparation of state legislative and congressio-
nal redistricting plans. The bill spells out standards for devel-
oping plans, including population equality, compactness, 
maintenance of cores of existing districts, and respect for local-
ity boundaries; precludes consideration of incumbency and 
political data in developing plans; assigns responsibility to the 
Division of Legislative Services (the Division) to prepare plans 
for submission to the General Assembly; and establishes a tem-
porary redistricting advisory commission to advise the Divi-
sion, disseminate information on plans, and hold hearings for 
public reaction to plans. The bill provides that the General 
Assembly may reject the Division's plans and may ultimately 
amend the plans. This bill is patterned after the Iowa redistrict-
ing process.  
Patron - Lewis

SB1236  Candidate petitions; number of signatures 
required for statewide candidates. Reduces the number of 
signatures that an independent candidate or a candidate for 
nomination by primary is required to gather on the candidate 
petition when seeking to qualify as a candidate for the United 
States Senate, Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney 
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General from 10,000 signatures, including at least 400 from 
each congressional district, to 5,000 signatures, including at 
least 200 from each congressional district.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1252  Absentee voting; signature verification. 
Requires the officers of election to compare the signature on an 
absentee ballot envelope with the signature on that voter's voter 
registration application. Three officers, including one represen-
tative of each political party, are required to agree that the sig-
natures match in order for the absentee ballot to be accepted. If 
less than three agree, the ballot and application are later 
reviewed by the electoral board at its meeting held on the day 
after election day. If the electoral board determines that the sig-
nature on the ballot envelope and the voter's voter registration 
application match, the ballot is counted. However, if the elec-
toral board determines that the signatures do not match, the 
ballot is not counted. The bill requires that, when the electoral 
board determines the signatures do not match, copies of the 
ballot envelope and the voter registration application are to be 
provided to the appropriate attorney for the Commonwealth. 
The voter is required to be notified in writing of the decision of 
and actions taken by the electoral board.   
Patron - Obenshain

SB1256  Third-party registration groups; registra-
tion and disclosure requirements. Requires any individual or 
organization that will be distributing and collecting voter regis-
tration applications to register as a third-party registration 
group with the Department of Elections (the Department) prior 
to engaging in any voter registration activities. The Department 
is required to issue a unique identification number to each 
third-party registration group, and each group shall assign its 
volunteers and employees a separate identification number. 
The bill requires these identification numbers to be included on 
voter registration applications collected by the third-party reg-
istration group. The bill also requires third-party registration 
groups to maintain a record containing information about all 
volunteers and employees engaging in voter registration activi-
ties on behalf of the group.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1295  Elections; early voting. Allows any regis-
tered voter to vote early in any election in which he is qualified 
to vote without providing a reason or making prior application 
for an absentee ballot. The bill requires that early voting be 
available beginning the twenty-first day prior to any general 
election, the seventh day prior to any special election held on a 
date other than the date of a general election, and the seventh 
day prior to any primary election and ending at 5:00 p.m. on 
the Saturday immediately preceding the election. The bill fur-
ther requires early voting to be available during regular busi-
ness hours each weekday during the applicable period, from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on each Saturday during the applicable 
period, and from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on each Sunday 
during the applicable period. The bill removes the current pro-
visions for voting absentee in person but retains those provi-
sions for voting an absentee ballot by mail, including the 
application requirement and the list of statutory reasons that 
allow a registered voter to vote absentee by mail.  
Patron - Vogel

SB1302 Write-in votes; duties of local electoral 
boards. Provides that when no person is elected to an office by 
write-in votes and the difference between the total number of 
votes cast for the candidate elected or the candidate elected 
with the fewest number of votes and the total number of write-
in votes cast for that office is more than five percent of the total 
number of write-in votes and the number of votes cast for such 
candidate elected, the electoral board is required only to ascer-
tain and the abstract of votes is required only to contain the 
total number of write-in votes cast for that office.
Patron - Vogel

SB1410  Congressional and state legislative dis-
tricts; compactness standard. Requires congressional and 
state legislative districts to be composed of compact territory, 
meaning districts are not to be oddly shaped or have irregular 
or contorted boundaries, unless justified because the district 
adheres to political subdivision lines. Fingers or tendrils 
extending from a district core are to be avoided, as are thin and 
elongated districts and districts with multiple core populations 
connected by thin strips of land or water. The bill requires the 
General Assembly to employ one or more standard numerical 
measures of individual and average district compactness to 
provide an objective assessment of a districting plan's com-
pactness, both statewide and district by district.  
Patron - Suetterlein

SB1441  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons 
whose polling place prohibits firearms. Entitles any person 
who may otherwise lawfully carry a firearm to vote absentee if 
his polling place is located in a building or on property where 
such possession is prohibited by law or is prohibited by the 
owner of private property.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1454  Illegal voter registration; penalties. Pro-
vides that any person who intentionally (i) procures, assists, or 
induces another to register to vote or (ii) submits a voter regis-
tration application on behalf of another, knowing such appli-
cant is not a citizen of the United States, is guilty of a Class 6 
felony.  
Patron - Black

SB1490 Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act; 
applying for and casting military-overseas ballots. Requires 
the Commissioner of Elections to establish and supervise a 
pilot program to permit an active duty member of a uniformed 
service who has been called to duty for deployment without 
access to the United States mail and who is applying for or 
casting a military-overseas ballot to sign the military-overseas 
ballot application, the statement of voter accompanying the 
military-overseas ballot, and any other related documents using 
his digital signature associated with his Common Access Card 
issued by the U.S. Department of Defense or any replacement 
to the Common Access Card issued by the U.S. Department of 
Defense. The bill also requires the system through which a 
covered voter may apply for and receive voter registration 
materials, military-overseas ballots, and other information to 
be capable of accepting the submission of voted military-over-
seas ballots cast by any active duty member of a uniformed ser-
vice who has been called to duty for deployment without 
access to the United States mail. The bill does not become 
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effective unless an appropriation effectuating the purposes of 
the bill is included in an appropriation act passed in 2017 by 
the General Assembly that becomes law. The bill has an expi-
ration date of July 1, 2019.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1503  Central absentee voter precincts; expe-
dited counting of absentee ballots. Allows the officers of 
election at a central absentee voter precinct to begin counting 
those absentee ballots that are counted by hand at any time 
after 6:00 a.m. on the day of the election. The bill prohibits bal-
lot count totals to be announced or transmitted outside of the 
central absentee voter precinct until after the closing of the 
polls. Currently, absentee ballots may be processed at the cen-
tral absentee voter precinct prior to the closing of the polls, but 
shall not be counted until after the polls have closed.  
Patron - Favola

SB1543  Presidential candidates; federal tax and 
state income tax returns required. Requires any person seek-
ing the nomination for the office of President of the United 
States to submit his federal tax returns and income tax returns 
filed in any state from each year of the five-year period imme-
diately preceding the general election. Any person who does 
not submit this statement shall not have his name printed on the 
ballot for a presidential primary election or the official ballot 
for the presidential election. The bill also requires a candidate 
nominated by a method other than a primary to submit such 
federal and state tax returns by the seventy-fifth day before the 
presidential election in order to be eligible to have his name 
printed on the official ballot for the presidential election.  
Patron - McPike

SB1547 Campaign finance; prohibited personal 
use; penalty. Prohibits the conversion of any contributed mon-
eys, securities, or like intangible personal property by any per-
son to the personal use of a candidate or member of the 
candidate's immediate family or an intimate partner of the can-
didate or a member of the candidate's immediate family, if (i) 
such use yields a grossly disproportionate and unreasonable 
benefit to the recipient or candidate relative to the benefit real-
ized by the candidate's campaign or public office, (ii) the fair 
market value of converted property grossly exceeds the benefit 
realized by the candidate's campaign or public office, (iii) a 
reasonable and prudent person would not ordinarily authorize 
such expenditure as beneficial to the campaign, and (iv) such 
use is made with a knowing, willing, reckless, or negligent dis-
regard for the financial interests of the campaign. Complaints 
of alleged violations may be made by any person to the State 
Board of Elections. The subject of the complaint has 30 days to 
provide to the State Board documentation or other evidence 
that the use of the campaign funds was permissible. The State 
Board shall call a hearing if it determines, after reviewing any 
response made by the subject of the complaint, that the use of 
campaign funds was impermissible. A person found by the 
State Board to have willfully and knowingly violated this sec-
tion shall repay to the campaign committee the amount unlaw-
fully converted. The State Board may also assess an additional 
civil penalty, in an amount not to exceed the amount unlaw-
fully converted. Complaints may be declared factually merit-
less by the State Board when, viewing the facts in the light 
most favorable to the complaining party, it finds there is no 

credible allegation of a violation and such complaints shall be 
exempt from public disclosure for a period of time immedi-
ately preceding an election. 
Patron - Vogel

SB1567  Absentee voting; eligibility of persons age 
65 or older; photo identification requirement for certain 
absentee voters. Entitles a person who will be age 65 or older 
on the date of the election for which an absentee ballot is 
requested to vote absentee. Such person is required to submit 
with his application for an absentee ballot a copy of one of the 
forms of photo identification required for in-person voting. 
Students attending a school or institution of learning who are 
entitled to vote absentee are also required to submit with their 
application a copy of one of the forms of photo identification 
required for in-person voting.  
Patron - Peake

SB1571  Special elections; provisional ballots; 
determination of results. Provides that in the case of a special 
election, the local electoral boards shall ascertain the results of 
the election, make out the abstract of votes, and make out the 
certificate of election regardless of any provisional ballots 
whose validity is yet to be determined, unless the number of 
outstanding provisional ballots is sufficient to change the out-
come of the election. The bill requires the State Board of Elec-
tions to ascertain the results of the special election in the same 
manner. The bill also provides that in the case of special elec-
tions, the local electoral boards shall meet to process the provi-
sional ballots regardless of any state or federal holiday.   
Patron - Peake

SB1585   Form of ballot; party identification of 
candidates. Provides that any candidate nominated by a politi-
cal party or at a primary election shall be identified on the bal-
lot by the name of his political party. Currently, only 
candidates for federal, statewide, and General Assembly 
offices are so identified.  
Patron - Suetterlein

SB1593  Prohibited contributions to candidates. 
Prohibits any candidate to the General Assembly or statewide 
office from soliciting or accepting campaign contributions 
from a public service corporation.  
Patron - Petersen

Eminent Domain

Passed

HB2024 Condemnation powers and proceedings; 
notice to owner or tenant. Requires an authorized condemnor 
or the Commissioner of Highways to give notice to the owner 
or tenant of freehold property subject to condemnation 
between 30 and 45 days prior to the filing or recordation of a 
certificate in any "quick take" condemnation proceeding. Cur-
rent law requires notice but does not provide a time frame 
within which such notice must be given. The bill also requires 
such condemnor to notify the owner or tenant within four busi-
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ness days of the filing or recording by providing a copy of the 
certificate by certified or registered mail.
Patron - Freitas

SB927  Eminent domain; timing for initiation of 
"quick-take" condemnation procedure and petition for 
determination of just compensation. Provides that an autho-
rized condemnor in a "quick-take" condemnation proceeding 
shall institute such proceedings within 180 days of the recorda-
tion of a certificate terminating the interest of the owner of the 
property. Under current law, such proceedings must be insti-
tuted within 60 days after the completion of the construction of 
the improvements upon the property. The bill further provides 
that the owner of such property has 180 days after the autho-
rized condemnor has entered upon and taken possession of the 
property or after the recordation of a certificate to petition the 
court for a determination of just compensation for the property 
taken or damaged by the authorized condemnor.    
Patron - Petersen

SB1153 Inverse condemnation proceeding; reim-
bursement of owner's costs. Directs the court to reimburse a 
plaintiff for the costs of an inverse condemnation proceeding 
for "damaging" property if a judgment is entered for the plain-
tiff. Under current law, the court is directed to award costs only 
for the "taking" of property. The amendment in this bill corre-
sponds with the language of amendments to Article I, Section 
11 of the Constitution of Virginia, which became effective on 
January 1, 2013, and applies to declaratory judgment proceed-
ings filed on or after July 1, 2017. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB1421 Interest on the amount of award; condem-
nation proceeding. Provides that the interest on an award in a 
condemnation proceeding that is greater than the amount that 
the condemnor deposited with the court shall accrue at the 
judgment rate of interest.
Patron - Mason

Failed

HB2124  Eminent domain; just compensation for 
entry onto property. Provides that a condemnor or a natural 
gas company with the right of entry without the permission of 
the landowner must provide just compensation to the land-
owner for such entry. The bill provides that the presumptive 
amount of such just compensation is $100, which shall be paid 
to the landowner in advance of the entry onto the property.  
Patron - Minchew

Financial Institutions and 
Services

Passed

SB1136  Money transmitters; investments. Permits 
the aggregate dollar amount of the outstanding stored value 

products of a licensed money transmitter to be calculated in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Such licensees are required to maintain permissible invest-
ments that have a market value of not less than the aggregate 
dollar amount of all of their outstanding money transmission 
transactions, which by definition includes selling or issuing 
stored value.   
Patron - Mason

Failed

HB1442  Open-end credit plans; loan origination 
fee. Caps the amount of the origination fee that may be charged 
under an open-end credit plan to five percent of the initial max-
imum amount that may be borrowed under the credit plan.  
Patron - Farrell

HB1443  Consumer finance lending; Internet 
loans. Provides that the provisions of Chapter 15 (Consumer 
Finance Companies) of Title 6.2 apply to persons making con-
sumer loans over the Internet to Virginia residents or any indi-
vidual in Virginia, whether or not the person making the loan 
maintains a physical presence in the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Farrell

HB1620  Open-end credit plans. Prohibits any per-
son licensed to make motor vehicle title loans from engaging in 
the extension of credit under an open-end credit plan. The mea-
sure also prohibits a third party from engaging in the extension 
of credit under an open-end credit plan at any office, suite, 
room, or place of business where a person licensed to make 
payday loans or motor vehicle title loans conducts the business 
of making payday loans or motor vehicle title loans. Currently, 
licensed payday lenders are prohibited from extending credit 
under an open-end credit plan, and a third party is prohibited 
from extending credit under an open-end credit plan at a loca-
tion where a licensed payday lender makes payday loans.  
Patron - Bulova

HB1817  Consumer finance loans; rate of interest. 
Increases, from $2,500 to $4,000, the threshold under which 
consumer finance loans are subject to a maximum interest rate 
of 36 percent per year. Under this measure, a licensed con-
sumer finance lender may charge interest (i) of not more than 
36 percent on loans of $4,000 or less and (ii) at such rate as is 
stated in the loan contract on loans of more than $4,000.   
Patron - Hayes

HB1915 Student loan servicers; student loan 
ombudsman. Prohibits any person from acting as a student 
loan servicer without first obtaining a license from the State 
Corporation Commission (SCC) and establishes procedures 
pertaining to such licenses. Banks and credit unions are exempt 
from the licensing provisions. The servicing of a student loan 
encompasses (i) receiving any scheduled periodic payments 
from a student loan borrower pursuant to the terms of a student 
education loan; (ii) applying the payments of principal and 
interest and such other payments with respect to the amounts 
received from a student loan borrower, as may be required pur-
suant to the terms of a student education loan; and (iii) per-
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forming other administrative services with respect to a student 
education loan. Student loan servicers are prohibited from, 
among other things, (a) misrepresenting the amount, nature, or 
terms of any fee or payment due or claimed to be due on a stu-
dent loan, the terms and conditions of the loan agreement, or 
the borrower's obligations under the loan; (b) knowingly mis-
applying or recklessly applying student loan payments to the 
outstanding balance of a student loan; and (c) failing to report 
both the favorable and unfavorable payment history of the bor-
rower to a nationally recognized consumer credit bureau at 
least annually if the loan servicer regularly reports information 
to such a credit bureau. The measure also establishes the Office 
of the Student Loan Ombudsman within the SCC's Bureau of 
Financial Institutions. The Office of the Student Loan 
Ombudsman is required to provide timely assistance to any 
student loan borrower of any student education loan in the 
Commonwealth. The Office of the Student Loan Ombudsman 
is further required to establish and maintain a student loan bor-
rower education course, which shall cover key loan terms, doc-
umentation requirements, monthly payment obligations, 
income-based repayment options, loan forgiveness, and disclo-
sure requirements. Violations are subject to a civil penalty not 
exceeding $2,500. The bill has a delayed effective date of Jan-
uary 1, 2019. 
Patron - Simon

HB2310  Consumer finance companies located in 
other states. Authorizes the State Corporation Commission to 
license out-of-state consumer finance companies, including 
lenders that operate via the Internet. Existing law does not pro-
vide for the licensing of a consumer finance lender that does 
not operate from a location within Virginia.  
Patron - Kilgore

HB2412  Financial institutions; scanning informa-
tion from driver's license. Prohibits any bank, trust company, 
savings institution, industrial loan association, consumer 
finance company, or credit union operating in the Common-
wealth from scanning the machine-readable zone of an individ-
ual's state-issued driver's license or identification card except 
when required to comply with a requirement imposed on the 
financial institution by state or federal law. Similar restrictions 
are imposed on a financial institution's ability to retain or sell 
information obtained from such a scan. A person aggrieved by 
a violation may bring an action to recover damages of $100 per 
violation, reasonable attorney fees, and court costs.  
Patron - Hugo

HB2445   Open-end credit plan loans. Establishes 
requirements for open-end credit plan loans, which are revolv-
ing loans made under an open-end credit or similar plan under 
which a finance charge is imposed only if the obligor fails to 
repay the loan in full prior to the next billing date, which must 
be at least 25 days after the date the agreement is entered into 
and at least 25 days after the prior billing date. Persons making 
open-end credit plan loans are required to be licensed by the 
State Corporation Commission and are required to post a bond 
or equivalent instrument approved by the Commission. A vio-
lation of the measure is a prohibited practice under the Con-
sumer Protection Act. The existing provision authorizing 
certain open-end loans to be at unlimited interest rates is lim-
ited to loans for the sole purpose of financing the bona fide 

purchase price of goods to be used for personal, family, or 
household purposes.   
Patron - Levine

HB2465 Virginia Consumer Protection Act; open-
end credit plans. Makes a violation of the requirements appli-
cable to open-end credit plan lending a prohibited practice 
under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.  
Patron - Yancey

SB1035 Student loan servicers; student loan 
ombudsman. Prohibits any person from acting as a student 
loan servicer without first obtaining a license from the State 
Corporation Commission (SCC) and establishes procedures 
pertaining to such licenses. Banks and credit unions are exempt 
from the licensing provisions. The servicing of a student loan 
encompasses (i) receiving any scheduled periodic payments 
from a student loan borrower pursuant to the terms of a student 
education loan; (ii) applying the payments of principal and 
interest and such other payments with respect to the amounts 
received from a student loan borrower, as may be required pur-
suant to the terms of a student education loan; and (iii) per-
forming other administrative services with respect to a student 
education loan. Student loan servicers are prohibited from, 
among other things, (a) misrepresenting the amount, nature, or 
terms of any fee or payment due or claimed to be due on a stu-
dent loan, the terms and conditions of the loan agreement, or 
the borrower's obligations under the loan; (b) knowingly mis-
applying or recklessly applying student loan payments to the 
outstanding balance of a student loan; and (c) failing to report 
both the favorable and unfavorable payment history of the bor-
rower to a nationally recognized consumer credit bureau at 
least annually if the loan servicer regularly reports information 
to such a credit bureau. The measure also establishes the Office 
of the Student Loan Ombudsman within the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia. The Office of the Student Loan 
Ombudsman is required to provide timely assistance to any 
student loan borrower of any student education loan in the 
Commonwealth. The Office of the Student Loan Ombudsman 
is further required to establish and maintain a student loan bor-
rower education course, which shall cover key loan terms, doc-
umentation requirements, monthly payment obligations, 
income-based repayment options, loan forgiveness, and disclo-
sure requirements. The bill has a delayed effective date of 
October 1, 2017.
Patron - Howell

SB1038  Open-end credit plans. Prohibits any person 
licensed to make motor vehicle title loans from engaging in the 
extension of credit under an open-end credit plan. The measure 
also prohibits a third party from engaging in the extension of 
credit under an open-end credit plan at any office, suite, room, 
or place of business where a person licensed to make payday 
loans or motor vehicle title loans conducts the business of mak-
ing payday loans or motor vehicle title loans. Currently, 
licensed payday lenders are prohibited from extending credit 
under an open-end credit plan, and a third party is prohibited 
from extending credit under an open-end credit plan at a loca-
tion where a licensed payday lender makes payday loans.  
Patron - Locke
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SB1053 Qualified education loan servicers. Prohib-
its any person from acting as a qualified education loan ser-
vicer without first obtaining a license from the State 
Corporation Commission and establishes procedures pertain-
ing to such licenses. Banks and credit unions are exempt from 
the licensing provisions. The servicing of a qualified education 
loan encompasses (i) receiving any scheduled periodic pay-
ments from a qualified education loan borrower pursuant to the 
terms of a qualified education loan; (ii) applying the payments 
of principal and interest and such other payments with respect 
to the amounts received from a qualified education loan bor-
rower, as may be required pursuant to the terms of a qualified 
education loan; and (iii) performing other administrative ser-
vices with respect to a qualified education loan. Qualified edu-
cation loan servicers are prohibited from, among other things, 
(a) misrepresenting the amount, nature, or terms of any fee or 
payment due or claimed to be due on a qualified education 
loan, the terms and conditions of the loan agreement, or the 
borrower's obligations under the loan; (b) knowingly misapply-
ing or recklessly applying qualified education loan payments to 
the outstanding balance of a qualified education loan; and (c) 
failing to report both the favorable and unfavorable payment 
history of the borrower to a nationally recognized consumer 
credit bureau at least annually if the loan servicer regularly 
reports information to such a credit bureau. Violations are sub-
ject to a civil penalty not exceeding $2,500. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.
Patron - Howell

SB1126 Consumer finance companies; Internet 
loans. Provides that the laws regulating consumer finance 
companies apply to persons making loans to individuals for 
personal, family, household, or other nonbusiness purposes 
over the Internet to Virginia residents or any individuals in Vir-
ginia, whether or not the person making the loans maintains a 
physical presence in the Commonwealth. The measure has a 
reenactment clause and directs the Bureau of Financial Institu-
tions to conduct an analysis of the legal, administrative, and 
other relevant issues relating to the feasibility of regulating 
Internet lending activities by consumer finance companies. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1372  Consumer finance loans; rate of interest. 
Increases, from $2,500 to $4,000, the threshold under which 
consumer finance loans are subject to a maximum interest rate 
of 36 percent per year. Under this measure, a licensed con-
sumer finance lender may charge interest (i) of not more than 
36 percent on loans of $4,000 or less and (ii) at such rate as is 
stated in the loan contract on loans of more than $4,000.   
Patron - Saslaw

SB1541 Financial institutions; confidentiality of 
information. Provides that the scope of the prohibition on the 
State Corporation Commission's disclosure of personal infor-
mation does not encompass any information pertaining to an 
individual's ownership interest in a person regulated under 
Title 6.2. The measure excludes from the prohibition any infor-
mation pertaining to the business of a sole proprietorship or 
mortgage loan originator regulated under Titl2 6.2. The mea-
sure also provides that an annual report or other periodic writ-
ten report filed with the Bureau of Financial Institutions by a 
licensed nondepository institution is not confidential and shall 

be available for public inspection, subject to the same limita-
tion regarding the disclosure of an individual's personal infor-
mation. 
Patron - Deeds

Fire Protection

Passed

SB873 Authority of fire chief over immediate air-
space at a fire, explosion, or uncontrolled release of hazard-
ous materials. Includes immediate airspace under the current 
authority of the fire chief or other officer in charge of maintain-
ing order where there is imminent danger or the actual occur-
rence of fire or explosion or the uncontrolled release of 
hazardous materials that threaten life or property. 
Patron - Marsden

Failed

HB1481  Ordinances relating to fire departments 
and fire companies; operators of emergency vehicles; 
Emergency Vehicle Operator's Course. Requires that ordi-
nances relating to the powers and duties of fire departments 
and fire companies contain the requirement that a member of a 
fire department or fire company who operates an emergency 
vehicle possess a valid motor vehicle operator's permit and 
complete an approved Emergency Vehicle Operator's Course 
or equivalent training course recognized by the Department of 
Fire Programs or the Office of Emergency Medical Services. 
The bill requires operators of emergency vehicles prior to July 
1, 2017, to successfully complete such a course no later than 
July 1, 2020.  
Patron - Helsel

SB980 Statewide Fire Prevention Code; State Fire 
Marshal; consumer fireworks; penalties. Authorizes the use 
of consumer fireworks in the Commonwealth and distinguishes 
by definition consumer fireworks from display fireworks and 
permissible fireworks. The bill defines "consumer fireworks" 
as small fireworks devices (i) containing restricted amounts of 
pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce visible 
or audible effects by combustion and (ii) complying with cer-
tain federal regulations regarding composition and labeling. 
The bill also provides that the storage and transportation of 
consumer fireworks are to be considered the same hazard class 
as the storage and transportation of 1.4G explosives under the 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) and Uniform State-
wide Building Code. The bill excludes from the provisions of 
the SFPC, unless prohibited by a local ordinance, (a) the sale of 
permissible or consumer fireworks; (b) any person using, ignit-
ing, or exploding permissible or consumer fireworks on resi-
dential or agricultural property with the consent of the owner 
of such property; or (c) such permissible or consumer fire-
works when they are being transported from a locality where 
they were legally obtained to a locality where they are legally 
permitted. Current law only excludes sale of permissible fire-
works or the use of such fireworks on private property. The bill 
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also creates a 12 percent tax on the purchase of all consumer 
fireworks to be paid to the locality in which the tax was col-
lected for the support of fire and rescue services. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. The bill contains 
technical amendments.
Patron - Stanley

SB1198  Operators of emergency vehicles; Emer-
gency Vehicle Operator's Course. Requires that ordinances 
relating to the powers and duties of fire departments and fire 
companies and regulations made by fire companies contain the 
requirement that a member of a fire department or fire com-
pany who operates an emergency vehicle possess a valid motor 
vehicle operator's permit and complete an approved Emer-
gency Vehicle Operator's Course or equivalent training course 
recognized by the Department of Fire Programs or the Office 
of Emergency Medical Services. The bill requires such opera-
tors of emergency vehicles prior to July 1, 2017, to success-
fully complete such a course no later than July 1, 2020.    
Patron - DeSteph

SB1365  Statewide Fire Prevention Code; authority 
of the Virginia Fire Services Board; fees for school inspec-
tions. Transfers primary authority for the adoption of the State-
wide Fire Prevention Code from the Board of Housing and 
Community Development to the Virginia Fire Services Board. 
The bill also removes the prohibition against the State Fire 
Marshal's charging fees for school inspections. The bill con-
tains technical amendments.  
Patron - Edwards

SB1411  Statewide Fire Prevention Code; State Fire 
Marshal; consumer fireworks; penalties. Authorizes the use 
of consumer fireworks in the Commonwealth and distinguishes 
by definition consumer fireworks from display fireworks and 
permissible fireworks. The bill defines "consumer fireworks" 
as small fireworks devices (i) containing restricted amounts of 
pyrotechnic composition designed primarily to produce visible 
or audible effects by combustion and (ii) complying with cer-
tain federal regulations regarding composition and labeling. 
The bill also provides that the storage and transportation of 
consumer fireworks are to be considered the same hazard class 
as the storage and transportation of 1.4G explosives under the 
Statewide Fire Prevention Code (SFPC) and Uniform State-
wide Building Code. The bill excludes from the provisions of 
the SFPC, unless prohibited by a local ordinance, (a) the sale of 
permissible or consumer fireworks; (b) any person using, ignit-
ing, or exploding permissible or consumer fireworks on resi-
dential or agricultural property with the consent of the owner 
of such property; or (c) such permissible or consumer fire-
works when they are being transported from a locality where 
they were legally obtained to a locality where they are legally 
permitted. Current law only excludes sale of permissible fire-
works or the use of such fireworks on private property. The bill 
has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. The bill con-
tains technical amendments.  
Patron - Suetterlein

SB1433 Regulation of the sale of consumer fire-
works; Board of Housing and Community Development; 
criminal and civil penalties. Authorizes a person to sell con-
sumer fireworks if he possesses a federal permit to sell fire-

works, a permit issued by the Board of Housing and 
Community Development, and a local permit, if and as 
required by the locality where the sales facility is located. The 
measure directs the Board to establish requirements and estab-
lish a process for the issuance and renewal of permits for the 
sale of consumer fireworks. A permittee is required to carry, 
with respect to each permitted facility, public liability and 
product liability insurance with minimum limits of $5 million 
to cover the losses, damages, or injuries that might ensue to 
persons or property as a result of the sales of consumer fire-
works. The measure specifies certain requirements for facilities 
at which consumer fireworks are permitted to be sold, includ-
ing prohibitions on an individual under 18 years of age (i) 
being admitted into any consumer fireworks retail sales facility 
unless accompanied by a parent, guardian, or responsible adult 
or (ii) working in any consumer fireworks retail sales facility. 
The measure prohibits a person from, among other acts, (a) 
selling consumer fireworks within the Commonwealth unless 
he is a permittee or an employee or agent of a permittee; (b) 
selling consumer fireworks from a place other than a perma-
nent consumer fireworks retail sales facility; (c) selling con-
sumer fireworks to an individual who appears to be under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs; (d) knowingly selling or other-
wise furnishing consumer fireworks to an individual under 18 
years of age; (e) purchasing, using, or possessing consumer 
fireworks if the individual is under 18 years of age; or (f) sell-
ing or storing fireworks that are not consumer fireworks as 
defined in a standard established by the American Pyrotechnics 
Association. Certain violations are punishable as a Class 1 mis-
demeanor. A person violating restrictions on the hours during 
which, or places where, consumer fireworks may be used is 
subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $150 per violation. 
Patron - Reeves

Fisheries and Habitat of the 
Tidal Waters

Passed

HB1517 General permit for sand management.
Authorizes the Virginia Beach Wetlands Board to adopt a Gen-
eral Permit for Sand Management and Placement Profiles for 
properties in the Sandbridge Beach Subdivision of Virginia 
Beach and authorizes the Norfolk Wetlands Board to adopt 
such a permit for properties in the City of Norfolk. The bill 
requires the General Permit and Placement Profiles to include 
the permissible cost-effective sand management practices that 
property owners shall implement to protect and enhance the 
value of their property and to protect coastal primary sand 
dunes and public beaches. Any sand that is to be removed by 
the owner from his property must be judged to be "clean 
beach" sand prior to being transferred and placed in a spread-
ing zone location. 
Patron - Knight

HB1572 Marine Resources Commission; registra-
tion as commercial f isherman; family member or 
employee. Directs the Marine Resources Commission to grant 
a preference for an exception to the two-year delay in the effec-
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tive date of a registration as a commercial fisherman. The bill 
requires the preference to benefit a license applicant who is a 
member of the immediate family or is a documented employee 
of the commercial fisherman who is retiring. 
Patron - Helsel

HB1573 Marine Resources Commission; licenses; 
revocation. Provides that when the Marine Resources Com-
mission (the Commission) revokes a fishing license for a viola-
tion of the tidal fisheries law, it shall revoke only the particular 
type of license that is applicable to the fishery in which the vio-
lation occurred. The Commission may revoke other licenses 
upon a second violation within five years. The bill authorizes 
the Commission to revoke a person's underlying privileges 
when certain criteria are met. Under current law, the Commis-
sion is authorized to revoke all of the fishing licenses a person 
has been granted upon a first violation, irrespective of the loca-
tion and type of fish described in the license. The bill also 
requires the Commission to accept credit card payment of any 
civil penalty it assesses for fishing under a revoked license or 
privileges.
Patron - Helsel

HB1574 Marine Resources Commission; oysters; 
culling. Provides that when a person charged with violating an 
oyster culling regulation is required to scatter the entire cargo 
of oysters on the public rocks, no portion of the cargo shall be 
scattered anywhere else. The bill also requires the Marine 
Resources Commission to accept cash, check, or credit card 
payment of a bond paid in lieu of throwing the cargo over-
board. Current law allows only payments in cash.
Patron - Helsel

HB1796 Oyster ground lease; certain dredging 
projects. Provides that certain oyster ground leaseholders in 
the Lynnhaven River are subject to the conduct of approved 
municipal dredging projects to restore existing navigation 
channels. The bill limits such projects to oyster grounds that 
are condemned, restricted, or otherwise nonproductive, and it 
requires the locality to compensate the lessee for the use of the 
ground. The bill directs that if the parties cannot agree on a 
compensation amount, a court of competent jurisdiction shall 
determine the value of the ground. The bill has an expiration 
date of July 1, 2019. This bill is identical to SB 1143.
Patron - Stolle

HB2297 Marine Resources Commission; oyster 
planting grounds; notice of application for lease. Requires 
the Marine Resources Commission (the Commission) to post 
notice of an application to lease oyster planting grounds for 30 
days on its website and to notify by mail any current holders of 
adjoining leases, and riparian owners within 200 feet of the 
selected grounds. Current law requires posting of notice at the 
local courthouse for 60 days. The bill (i) reduces from four 
weeks to two weeks the period during which the Commission 
is required to publish weekly notice of the application in a 
newspaper and (ii) requires all forms of notice to invite written 
comments. The bill also provides that the applicant shall bear 
the cost of notice. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.
Patron - Miyares

SB909  Menhaden; total allowable landings. Raises 
the annual total of allowable landings for menhaden from 
158,700.12 metric tons to 168,937.75 metric tons.  
Patron - Stuart

SB1143 Oyster ground lease; certain dredging proj-
ects. Provides that certain oyster ground leaseholders in the 
Lynnhaven River are subject to the conduct of approved 
municipal dredging projects to restore existing navigation 
channels. The bill limits such projects to oyster grounds that 
are condemned, restricted, or otherwise nonproductive, and it 
requires the locality to compensate the lessee for the use of the 
ground. The bill directs that if the parties cannot agree on a 
compensation amount, a court of competent jurisdiction shall 
determine the value of the ground. The bill has an expiration 
date of July 1, 2019. This bill is identical to HB 1796.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1144 Marine Resources Commission; oyster 
planting grounds; notice of application for lease. Requires 
the Marine Resources Commission (the Commission) to post 
notice of an application to lease oyster planting grounds for 30 
days on its website and to notify by mail any current holders of 
adjoining leases, and riparian owners within 200 feet of the 
selected grounds. Current law requires posting of notice at the 
local courthouse for 60 days. The bill (i) reduces from four 
weeks to two weeks the period during which the Commission 
is required to publish weekly notice of the application in a 
newspaper and (ii) requires all forms of notice to invite written 
comments. The bill also provides that the applicant shall bear 
the cost of notice. 
Patron - DeSteph

Failed

HB1496  Marine Resources Commission; oyster 
planting grounds; notice of application for lease. Requires 
the Marine Resources Commission (the Commission) to post 
notice of an application to lease oyster planting grounds for 30 
days on its website and to notify by mail the county or city in 
which the grounds are located, any current holders of adjoining 
leases, and riparian owners within 200 feet of the selected 
grounds. Current law requires posting of notice at the local 
courthouse for 60 days. The bill (i) reduces from four weeks to 
two weeks the period during which the Commission is required 
to publish weekly notice of the application in a newspaper and 
(ii) requires all forms of notice to invite written comments. The 
bill also provides that the applicant shall bear the cost of 
notice.   
Patron - Helsel

HB1575 Marine Resources Commission; oyster 
dredge; sanctuary area. Provides that the prohibition against 
carrying an oyster dredge except when traveling to or from (i) 
the licensed oyster ground or (ii) maintenance docks does not 
bar the carrying of a dredge through an oyster sanctuary area 
when the boat is traveling to or from either place. 
Patron - Helsel
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HB1576  Purse net fishing prohibited. Prohibits 
fishing for menhaden with purse nets (i) in the Chesapeake Bay 
and its tributaries within one-half mile of mean low water and 
(ii) within three miles of the shoreline of Virginia Beach 
extending to the North Carolina border.  
Patron - Knight

HB1577  Management of menhaden. Requires the 
Virginia Marine Resources Commission to adopt regulations to 
implement the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission 
Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic Menhaden and autho-
rizes the Commission to adopt regulations for managing the 
Commonwealth's menhaden fishery. The bill also requires that 
any moratorium on the fishery be subject to legislative review. 
The bill repeals several Code sections relating to quotas, allo-
cation of allowable landings, and administrative procedures 
that will be included in a regulatory framework for managing 
the fishery.   
Patron - Knight

HB1680 Marine Resources Commission; advisory 
committees. Establishes four advisory committees to make 
recommendations to the Marine Resources Commission on 
issues relating to the management of, respectively, crab, fin-
fish, shellfish, and habitat. The bill also alters two existing 
advisory boards that deal with commercial fishing and recre-
ational fishing, respectively, one existing advisory committee 
that deals with the Virginia Saltwater Sport Fishing Tourna-
ment, and one existing board that advises on the awarding of 
fishery resource grants. The bill provides that once appointed, 
no member of any of the seven committees and boards shall be 
removed except for malfeasance, misfeasance, incompetence, 
or gross neglect of duty. The provisions of the bill establishing 
the four new committees expire on July 1, 2020. 
Patron - Bloxom

HB2298 Riparian planting grounds lease; eligibil-
ity. Reduces from 205 feet to 105 feet the minimum low-water 
shore front that makes the landowner eligible to apply for 
riparian planting grounds assignment by the Commissioner of 
the Marine Resources Commission. 
Patron - Miyares

SB820 Management of menhaden. Requires the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources Commission to adopt regulations to 
implement the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Atlantic 
Menhaden and authorizes the Commission to adopt regulations 
for managing the Commonwealth's menhaden fishery. The bill 
also requires that any moratorium on the fishery be subject to 
legislative review. Several existing codified provisions relating 
to quotas, allocation of allowable landings, and administrative 
procedures are repealed and will be included in a regulatory 
framework for managing the fishery. 
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1145 Riparian planting grounds lease; eligibility.
Reduces from 205 feet to 105 feet the minimum low-water 
shore front that makes the landowner eligible to apply for 
riparian planting grounds assignment by the Commissioner of 
the Marine Resources Commission. The provisions of the bill 
are contingent on funding in a general appropriation act.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1355  Riparian owner; dredging; oyster or clam 
grounds. Provides that the existing ability of a landowner to 
open a channel although he is not a lessee or riparian holder of 
suitable bottoms includes the actions of marking a channel, 
dredging a navigable channel for access to his property, and 
participating with a locality to dredge a channel outside his 
riparian area. The bill requires the Marine Resources Commis-
sion to consider a variety of factors when determining whether 
to grant or deny a lease for the use of state-owned bottomlands. 
Current law requires such consideration only for the granting 
or denial of a permit for such use. The bill also includes the use 
of state waters for navigation among the factors to be consid-
ered. Finally, the bill expands the area of state-owned sub-
merged beds that are potentially off limits for oyster planting 
by including navigation projects that are authorized by the 
Commonwealth or by a locality among the areas where no 
lease shall be granted. Current law exempts navigation projects 
from leasing only when they are authorized by Congress. The 
bill contains technical amendments.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1402  Marine Resources Commission; lease of 
oyster-planting ground; ground use plan. Directs the Marine 
Resources Commission to determine whether, for certain oys-
ter-planting grounds, an application for assignment, transfer, or 
renewal of a lease also requires the submission of a ground use 
plan that the Commission deems acceptable. The bill removes 
a provision allowing renewal of a lease in spite of the absence 
of production where good cause is shown.   
Patron - DeSteph

Game, Inland Fisheries and 
Boating

Passed

HB1938 Slingbow hunting; license. Authorizes the 
use of a slingbow to hunt deer and small game when a hunter is 
licensed to hunt with a bow and arrow. 
Patron - Edmunds

HB1939  Hunting apparel; blaze pink. Allows hunt-
ers to wear blaze pink instead of blaze orange hunting apparel 
when required during firearms deer hunting season or the spe-
cial season for hunting deer with a muzzle-loading rifle.  
Patron - Edmunds

HB2255 State junior bear hunting license; fee. Cre-
ates a junior bear hunting license, separate from the combined 
big game hunting and junior hunting licenses, for any resident 
under the age of 16. The fee for such license is $5.50. 
Patron - Edmunds

SB866 Boating safety course; database listing oper-
ators who have passed course. Directs the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries, by July 1, 2018, to create a data-
base listing the name and date of birth and course passage date 
of every person who has passed an approved boating safety 
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course prior to July 1, 2018. Any person who passes the course 
after that date may add his information to the database. The bill 
prohibits a law-enforcement officer from issuing a citation for 
failure to pass the required boating safety course until he has 
checked the database for the identity of the motorboat operator 
and provides that the listing of the operator in the database con-
stitutes satisfactory evidence of having passed the required 
course. 
Patron - Stuart

SB953 Muzzleloader firearms; definition. Incorpo-
rates the Virginia criminal law definition of a muzzleloader 
into the current statutory definitions of muzzleloading pistol, 
muzzleloading rifle, and muzzleloading shotgun located in 
Title 29.1 (Game, Inland Fisheries and Boating). 
Patron - Ruff

SB968  Hunting license; bear, deer, or turkey; elec-
tronic carry. Removes the requirement that a license to hunt 
bear, deer, or turkey be carried in paper form, allowing it to be 
carried by electronic or computerized means.  
Patron - Chafin

SB1224 Landowner liability; recreational access. 
Provides that a landowner who has entered into an agreement 
with a public entity or nonprofit organization concerning the 
use of his land for public recreation shall be immune from lia-
bility to a member of the public arising out of the recreational 
use of the land. 
Patron - Stuart

Failed

HB1588  Baiting of deer. Allows a hunter, during 
deer season, to occupy a baited place or to put out bait or salt 
for deer for the purpose of taking or killing deer.  
Patron - Campbell

HB1875  Waterfowl blinds; distance of floating 
blinds from stationary blinds. Reduces from 500 yards to 250 
yards the minimum distance a hunter, while hunting, is 
required to maintain between his licensed floating waterfowl 
blind and a licensed stationary blind.  
Patron - Pogge

HB2450   Hunting license; own property. Requires a 
landowner to obtain a free hunting license to hunt on land that 
he owns. The bill directs the Board of Game and Inland Fisher-
ies to adopt regulations to provide for the free license for land-
owners as well as for other groups that are currently exempt 
from the license requirement, including the landowner's family 
members or residential tenants and certain majority sharehold-
ers who hunt on land owned by a corporation.  
Patron - Edmunds

General Assembly

Passed

HB1718 Commission on Civics Education; sunset; 
name. Renames the Commission on Civics Education as the 
Commission on Civic Education and extends from July 1, 
2017, to July 1, 2019, the expiration of such commission. This 
bill is identical SB 840.
Patron - Anderson

HB1736 Joint Commission on Health Care; sunset.
Extends the expiration of the Joint Commission on Health Care 
from July 1, 2018, to July 1, 2022. This bill is identical to SB 
1043.
Patron - Hope

HB1932 Virginia Freedom of Information (FOIA) 
Advisory Council; terms of nonlegislative citizen members.
Clarifies that at the end of the appointed term of a nonlegisla-
tive citizen member of the FOIA Advisory Council, the non-
legislative citizen member shall continue to serve until a 
successor is appointed. This bill is a recommendation of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council. 
Patron - Carr

HB2107  Health Insurance Reform Commission; 
Bureau of Insurance assessment. Provides that the Chairman 
of the standing committee requesting the Health Insurance 
Reform Commission (the  Commission) to assess a proposed 
mandated health insurance benefit or provider shall send a 
copy of such request to the Bureau of Insurance of the State 
Corporation Commission (the Bureau). The bill requires the 
Bureau to prepare an analysis of the proposed mandate upon 
receipt of the copy of the request. Current law requires the 
Commission to request the Bureau to prepare such assessment. 
The bill repeals the July 1, 2017, sunset provision for the 
Health Insurance Reform Commission.   
Patron - Byron

HB2296 Virginia Foundation for the Humanities; 
identification of the history of formerly enslaved African 
Americans in Virginia. Directs the Virginia Foundation for 
the Humanities to identify the history of formerly enslaved 
African Americans in Virginia and determine ways to preserve 
the history for educational and cultural purposes. Among other 
things, the Foundation would promote the identification, pres-
ervation, and conservation of historic sites significant to the 
history, presence, and contributions of formerly enslaved Afri-
can Americans in Virginia; identify the contributions of Afri-
can Americans to Virginia, the nation, and the world; identify 
historical sites significant to African American history in Vir-
ginia; and recommend ways to increase tourism and revenues 
associated with such sites. The bill creates a task force consist-
ing of legislative and nonlegislative members to assist the 
Foundation in its work.
Patron - McQuinn
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HB2348 Commission for the Commemoration of 
the Centennial of Women's Right to Vote. Provides that the 
Virginia Historical Society shall plan and lead the commemo-
ration of the centennial anniversary of women's right to vote in 
2020. The bill creates a 12-member task force to assist the Vir-
ginia Historical Society, in collaboration with the Library of 
Virginia, the Department of Education, the Virginia Foundation 
for the Humanities and Public Policy, the VCU Libraries Spe-
cial Collections and Archives, and interested civic and commu-
nity organizations, in planning, developing, and performing 
programs and activities appropriate to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of women's right to vote and the passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution. The 
provisions of the bill expire on January 1, 2021.
Patron - Byron

HB2436 Auditor of Public Accounts; online data-
base; register of funds expended. Requires the Common-
wealth Data Point website administered by the Auditor of 
Public Accounts to include information for major categories of 
spending for each state agency and institution, including each 
independent agency. Currently, the Commonwealth Data Point 
website includes such information for only secretariats and 
major state agencies. In addition, the bill provides that the data-
base shall include the name, phone number, and email address 
for a contact at each agency or institution. This bill is identical 
to SB 1307.
Patron - Davis

SB840 Commission on Civics Education; sunset; 
name. Renames the Commission on Civics Education as the 
Commission on Civic Education and extends from July 1, 
2017, to July 1, 2019, the expiration of such commission. This 
bill is identical to HB 1718.
Patron - Marsden

SB969  Legislative drafting requests. Provides that 
legislative drafting files related to laws enacted beginning with 
the 1989 Session of the General Assembly are the property of 
the requester. This is consistent with the treatment of laws 
enacted prior to 1989 and consistent with legislative privilege 
accorded to members of the General Assembly. The Division 
of Legislative Services would release legislative drafting files 
upon obtaining consent of the requester.   
Patron - Chafin

SB1043 Joint Commission on Health Care; sunset.
Extends the expiration of the Joint Commission on Health Care 
from July 1, 2018, to July 1, 2022. This bill is identical to HB 
1736.
Patron - Dance

SB1307 Auditor of Public Accounts; online data-
base; register of funds expended. Requires the Common-
wealth Data Point website administered by the Auditor of 
Public Accounts to include information for major categories of 
spending for each state agency and institution, including each 
independent agency. Currently, the Commonwealth Data Point 
website includes such information for only secretariats and 
major state agencies. In addition, the bill provides that the data-
base shall include the name, phone number, and email address 

for a contact at each agency or institution. This bill is identical 
to HB 2436.
Patron - Vogel

SB1387 Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission; operational and programmatic efficiency and 
effectiveness reviews; report. Authorizes the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review Commission to establish an operational and 
programmatic efficiency and effectiveness review and assess-
ment of state agencies, under a contract with a United States-
based private management consulting firm. The purpose of the 
review and assessment is to provide an objective and indepen-
dent cost-savings assessment of the Commonwealth's organi-
zational structure and its programs in order to provide 
information to the Governor and the General Assembly to 
effect savings in expenditures, a reduction in duplication of 
effort, and programmatic efficiencies in the operation of state 
government. The bill also (i) provides certain required terms 
for the contract with the private entity and (ii) requires the 
Commission to submit a report to the General Assembly on the 
results of any review and assessment by December 1 of the 
year in which the review is conducted. 
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1588 Sale of surplus property from the General 
Assembly Building replacement project; emergency.
Requires the Department of General Services to conduct public 
sales or auctions of the surplus property, as defined in the bill, 
from the General Assembly Building replacement project. No 
provision of law shall be construed to restrict the purchase by 
any person of the surplus property at a public sale or auction. 
The bill contains an emergency clause.
Patron - McDougle

Failed

HB1653 Virginia Code Commission; duties. Limits 
the duties of the Virginia Code Commission relating to the cod-
ification of laws enacted by the General Assembly to codifying 
only those laws for which the General Assembly has expressed 
its intent for such laws to be codified through the title of the 
bills relating to such laws. The bill also prohibits the Commis-
sion from excluding from the Code of Virginia a law for which 
the General Assembly has expressed its intent for the same to 
be codified through the title of the bill. In addition, beginning 
with the 2017 Regular Session of the General Assembly, the 
Commission will be required to arrange for the printing and 
publication of all enactments appearing in bills that become 
law. Such enactments will be printed and published as they 
appear in such bills. Currently, the Commission is charged with 
maintaining a Code of the general and permanent statutes of 
the Commonwealth. In carrying out this charge, the Commis-
sion may codify laws for which the title of the related bill did 
not provide for any change to the Code (Section 1 bills) and 
may exclude from the Code laws for which the title of the 
related bill actually provided for changes to the Code. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB1677  General Assembly; introduction of legis-
lation; recorded vote. Requires all legislation introduced by a 
member of the House of Delegates or the Senate to be consid-
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ered by the committee of purview or a subcommittee thereof 
and receive a recorded vote. All legislation reported from the 
house of introduction shall be considered by the committee of 
purview or a subcommittee thereof in the other chamber and 
receive a recorded vote.  
Patron - Cline

HB2340  Commission for the Commemoration of 
the Centennial of Women's Right to Vote. Establishes the 
Commission for the Commemoration of the Centennial of 
Women's Right to Vote in the legislative branch of state gov-
ernment. The Commission is charged with planning and lead-
ing the commemoration throughout Virginia in 2020 and 
educating citizens concerning the importance and significance 
of the right to vote by all citizens in a democracy. The provi-
sions of the bill will expire on July 1, 2020.  
Patron - Carr

HB2380 Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics 
Advisory Council; investigative authority. Authorizes the 
Virginia Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council to 
investigate alleged violations of the State and Local Govern-
ment Conflict of Interests Act and the General Assembly Con-
flicts of Interests Act (the Acts). The Council may initiate an 
investigation upon its own motion or in response to a citizen 
complaint. Before beginning an investigation in response to a 
citizen complaint, the Council is required to conduct a prelimi-
nary inquiry to determine whether the facts stated in the com-
plaint, when taken as true, are sufficient to show that a 
violation of the Acts warrants an investigation. The bill details 
(i) the authority of the Council to issue subpoenas and the 
rights of the subject of an investigation; (ii) prerequisites for a 
finding of a violation of the Acts, including the conduct of a 
public hearing; and (iii) the requirements for referral of a viola-
tion of the Acts to appropriate authorities. 
Patron - Simon

HB2438  General Assembly Conflicts of Interests 
Act; contracts by legislators. Clarifies that a legislator may 
have a personal interest in a contract with an executive or judi-
cial branch agency or a local government agency when the Vir-
ginia Public Procurement Act allows the award of such 
contract without competition.   
Patron - Gilbert

SB952  False statements to members of the General 
Assembly; state employees and appointees. Provides that 
any state employee or person serving in an appointed position 
who knowingly and willfully makes any materially false state-
ment or representation to a member of the General Assembly 
who is in the course of conducting an inquiry or investigation 
in his official capacity or on behalf of any committee or sub-
committee of the Senate or House of Delegates is guilty of a 
Class 1 misdemeanor. The bill defines "state employee" and 
"appointed position."  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1294 State and Local Government Conflict of 
Interests Act; General Assembly Conflicts of Interests Act; 
certain gifts prohibited. Replaces the $100 annual cap on 
gifts to (i) members of and candidates for the General Assem-
bly and their immediate family members from a lobbyist or 

lobbyist's principal and (ii) state and local officers and employ-
ees required to file a statement of economic interests and their 
immediate family members from a lobbyist or lobbyist's princi-
pal or a person, organization, or business who is or is seeking 
to become a party to a contract with the officer or employee's 
agency with an absolute ban on gifts from such individuals. 
The only exceptions to this gift ban are (a) gifts from foreign 
dignitaries received on behalf of the Commonwealth or a local-
ity and (b) travel approved by the Virginia Conflict of Interest 
and Ethics Advisory Council. 
Patron - Vogel

SB1550  Commission for the Commemoration of 
the Centennial of Women's Right to Vote. Establishes the 
Commission for the Commemoration of the Centennial of 
Women's Right to Vote in the legislative branch of state gov-
ernment. The Commission is charged with planning and lead-
ing the centennial anniversary of women's right to vote in 
2020. The provisions of the bill will expire on September 30, 
2020, and the Commission shall submit its report to the Gover-
nor and 2021 Session of the General Assembly. The provisions 
of the bill are contingent on funding in a general appropriation 
act.  
Patron - Ebbin

General Provisions

Passed

HB1927 Official emblems and designations; "Song 
of the Mountains"; state television series. Designates "Song 
of the Mountains" as the state television series. This bill is 
identical to SB 1332.
Patron - Campbell

SB1261  Official emblems and designations; 
George Washington's rye whiskey; state spirit. Designates 
George Washington's rye whiskey produced at Mount Vernon, 
Virginia, as the state spirit.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1332 Official emblems and designations; "Song 
of the Mountains;" state television series. Designates "Song 
of the Mountains" as the state television series. This bill is 
identical to HB 1927.
Patron - Carrico

Health

Passed

HB1467 Board of Health to adopt regulations to 
include neonatal abstinence syndrome on the list of report-
able diseases. Requires the Board of Health to adopt regula-
tions to include neonatal abstinence syndrome on the list of 
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diseases that shall be required to be reported. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1323.
Patron - Greason

HB1544 Certificates of public need; alternative 
plans of compliance. Provides that in cases in which a certifi-
cate holder holds more than one certificate of public need with 
conditions, and the certificate holder is unable to satisfy the 
conditions of one certificate, the Department of Health may 
provide for satisfaction of the conditions on that certificate by 
the provision of care at a reduced rate to indigent individuals in 
excess of the amount required by another certificate issued to 
the same holder, in an amount approved by the Department as 
part of an alternative plan of compliance. 
Patron - Collins

HB1567 Medicaid applications; information about 
advance directives. Requires all entities approved by the 
Board of Medical Assistance Services to receive applications 
and to determine eligibility for medical assistance to provide 
each applicant for medical assistance with information about 
advance directives pursuant to Article 8 (§ 54.1-2981 et seq.) 
of Chapter 29 of Title 54.1, including information about the 
purpose and benefits of advance directives and how the appli-
cant may make an advance directive.
Patron - Orrock

HB1615 Chief Medical Examiner; appointment, 
terms, and authority of medical examiners. Provides that the 
Chief Medical Examiner may appoint a medical examiner for 
each county or city in the Commonwealth. Under current law, 
the Chief Medical Examiner is required to do so. The bill 
authorizes appointed medical examiners to assist the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner with cases requiring medicolegal 
death investigations. Finally, the bill clarifies that the appoint-
ment of a medical examiner to fill a vacancy is not required to 
start on October 1 of the year of appointment, and the term 
length of such appointment is for the unexpired term. 
Patron - Tyler

HB1625 Mobile food units; licenses. Directs the 
Department of Health to issue a license in the form of a sticker 
to a restaurant that is a mobile food unit that meets the require-
ments for licensure and requires the licensee to prominently 
display the license on the mobile food unit. 
Patron - Robinson

HB1675 Palliative care information and resources.
Requires the Department of Health to make information about 
and resources on palliative care available to the public, health 
care providers, and health care facilities on its website. This 
bill is identical to SB 974.
Patron - Bulova

HB1728 Department of Health; review rules gov-
erning dispatch and use of air transportation services pro-
viders in emergency medical situations. Directs the 
Department of Health to convene a work group to review the 
rules governing use of air transportation services, also known 
as air ambulances, in emergency medical situations and proto-
cols for the dispatch of air transportation services in response 

to emergency medical situations and to provide recommenda-
tions for changes to such rules or protocols. The Department 
shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor 
and the General Assembly by December 1, 2017. 
Patron - Ransone

HB1751 Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth; 
mission. Expands the mission of the Virginia Foundation for 
Healthy Youth to include the reduction and prevention of sub-
stance use by youth in the Commonwealth. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1050.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1777 Hospitals providing psychiatric services; 
denials of admission. Requires the Board of Health to promul-
gate regulations that require each hospital that provides inpa-
tient psychiatric services to establish a protocol that (i) 
requires, for any refusal to admit a medically stable patient 
referred to its psychiatric unit, direct verbal communication 
between the on-call physician in the psychiatric unit and the 
referring physician, if requested by the referring physician, and 
(ii) prohibits on-call physicians or other hospital staff from 
refusing a request for such direct verbal communication by a 
referring physician. 
Patron - Stolle

HB1798 Donation of organs by persons infected 
with human immunodeficiency virus. Allows for the dona-
tion or acquisition of organs by persons infected with human 
immunodeficiency virus when (i) the recipient of such organ is 
informed that such organ is infected with human immunodefi-
ciency virus and, following such notice, consents to the receipt 
of such organ and (ii) acquisition and transplantation of such 
organ is in compliance with the provisions of the HIV Organ 
Policy Equity Act, 42 U.S.C. § 274f-5. 
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1840  Confidentiality of tests for human immu-
nodeficiency virus; release of information. Clarifies that 
information about the results of tests to determine infection 
with human immunodeficiency virus shall be released only to 
persons or entities permitted or authorized to obtain protected 
health information under any applicable federal or state law.  
Patron - Stolle

HB1846 Death certificates; filing. Provides that a 
non-electronically filed death certificate may be filed in any 
registration district in the Commonwealth. Under current law, 
death certificates are required to be filed in the district in which 
the death occurs. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.
Patron - Cox

HB2072 Nursing home family councils; rights of 
family members. Provides that no family member of a resi-
dent of a nursing home or other resident representative shall be 
restricted from participating in meetings in the facility with the 
families or resident representatives of other residents in the 
facility.
Patron - Watts
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HB2101 Health care providers; data collection.
Defines "charity care" and "bad debt" as used in the context of 
certificate of public need, establishes a uniform framework for 
determining the value of charity care provided, and requires 
health care providers to report data on (i) the total amount of 
charity care that the facility provides to indigent persons; (ii) 
the number of patients to whom charity care is provided; (iii) 
the specific services delivered to patients that are reported as 
charity care; and (iv) the portion of the total amount of charity 
care provided that each service represents. The bill also 
requires health care providers to report data and information 
for any parent or subsidiary company of the health care pro-
vider that operates in the Commonwealth and requires every 
hospital that receives a disproportionate share hospital adjust-
ment to report the number of inpatient days attributed to 
patients eligible for Medicaid but not Medicare Part A and the 
total amount of the disproportionate share hospital adjustment 
received. Finally, the bill requires the Commissioner of Health 
to report to the Chairmen of the House Committees on Appro-
priations and Health, Welfare and Institutions and the Senate 
Committees on Finance and Education and Health, by Novem-
ber 1, 2018, a data analysis comparing the value of certain 
charity care services under various methods of valuation. The 
bill has a partial delayed effective date. This bill received Gov-
ernor’s recommendations.
Patron - Byron

HB2161 Secretary of Heal th and Human 
Resources; workgroup to establish educational guidelines 
for training health care providers in the safe prescribing 
and appropriate use of opioids. Requires the Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources to convene a workgroup that 
shall include representatives of the Departments of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services, Health, and Health Pro-
fessions as well as representatives of the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia and each of the Common-
wealth's medical schools, dental schools, schools of pharmacy, 
physician assistant education programs, and nursing education 
programs to develop educational standards and curricula for 
training health care providers, including physicians, dentists, 
optometrists, pharmacists, physician assistants, and nurses, in 
the safe and appropriate use of opioids to treat pain while mini-
mizing the risk of addiction and substance abuse. The work-
group shall report its progress and the outcomes of its activities 
to the Governor and the General Assembly by December 1, 
2017. The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1179.
Patron - Pillion

HB2162 Secretary of Heal th and Human 
Resources to convene work group to study barriers to 
treatment of substance-exposed infants in the Common-
wealth. Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources 
(the Secretary) to convene a work group to study barriers to 
treatment of substance-exposed infants in the Commonwealth. 
Such work group shall include representatives of the Depart-
ments of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and 
Health and Social Services and such other stakeholders as the 
Secretary may deem appropriate and shall (i) review current 
policies and practices governing the identification and treat-
ment of substance-exposed infants in the Commonwealth; (ii) 
identify barriers to treatment of substance-exposed infants in 

the Commonwealth, including barriers related to identification 
and reporting of such infants, data collection, interagency coor-
dination and collaboration, service planning, service availabil-
ity, and funding; and (iii) develop legislative, budgetary, and 
policy recommendations for the elimination of barriers to treat-
ment of substance-exposed infants in the Commonwealth. The 
Secretary shall report his findings to the Governor and the 
General Assembly by December 1, 2017. The bill contains an 
emergency clause.
Patron - Pillion

HB2183 Medicaid; eligibility of incarcerated indi-
viduals. Directs the Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices to convene a work group to identify and develop 
processes for streamlining the application and enrollment pro-
cess for the Commonwealth's program of medical assistance 
services and the Family Access to Medical Insurance Security 
(FAMIS) program for eligible incarcerated individuals so that 
applicable services shall be available to such individuals 
immediately upon release from the correctional facility and to 
report its findings and recommendations by November 30, 
2017.
Patron - Yost

HB2209 Emergency Department Care Coordina-
tion Program established. Establishes the Emergency Depart-
ment Care Coordination Program in the Department of Health 
to provide a single, statewide technology solution that connects 
all hospital emergency departments in the Commonwealth to 
facilitate real-time communication and collaboration between 
physicians, other health care providers, and other clinical and 
care management personnel for patients receiving services in 
hospital emergency departments, for the purpose of improving 
the quality of patient care services. The bill does not become 
effective unless and until the Commonwealth receives federal 
Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical 
Health (HITECH) Act funds to implement its provisions. This 
bill is identical to SB 1561.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2264    Department of Health; restrictions on 
expenditure of funds related to abortions and family plan-
ning services. Prohibits the Department of Health from spend-
ing any funds on an abortion that is not qualified for matching 
funds under the Medicaid program or providing any grants or 
other funds to any entity that performs such abortions. The bill 
also prioritizes the types of entities that the Department of 
Health contracts with or provides grants to for family planning 
services.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor. 
Patron - Cline

HB2276 Death certificate; amendments. Establishes 
a process for amending death certificates to change the name of 
the deceased, the deceased's parent or spouse, or the informant; 
the marital status of the deceased; or the place of residence of 
the deceased when the place of residence is outside the Com-
monwealth. This bill is identical to SB 1048.
Patron - Wilt

HB2300 Department of Health; frequency of 
inspections. Provides that in cases in which inspections of 
emergency medical services agencies and vehicles, hospitals, 
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hospices, home care organizations, restaurants, summer camps, 
campgrounds, and hotels are required, no licensee shall receive 
additional inspections until every other licensee in that cate-
gory has been inspected, unless the additional inspection is (i) 
necessary to follow up on a preoperational inspection or one or 
more violations, (ii) required by a uniformly applied risk-based 
schedule established by the Department of Health, (iii) neces-
sary to investigate a complaint, or (iv) otherwise deemed nec-
essary to protect the public health and safety.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2304 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; requirements related to long-term care. Provides that 
the Department of Medical Assistance Services shall require 
all individuals who administer preadmission screenings for 
long-term care services to receive training on and be certified 
in the use of the Uniform Assessment Instrument; requires the 
Department to develop a program for the training and certifica-
tion of preadmission screeners, develop guidelines for a stan-
dardized preadmission screening process, and strengthen 
oversight of the preadmission screening process to ensure that 
problems are identified and addressed promptly. The bill 
requires the Department to make a number of changes to con-
tracts for long-term care services provided by managed care 
organizations; directs the Department to impose additional 
requirements related to submission of data and information by 
managed care organizations; and requires the Department to 
implement a number of spending and utilization control mea-
sures in conjunction with managed care organizations. 
Patron - Orrock

HB2317 Comprehensive harm reduction program; 
public health emergency. Authorizes the Commissioner of 
Health (the Commissioner) to establish and operate local or 
regional comprehensive harm reduction programs during a 
declared public health emergency that include the provision of 
sterile and disposal of used hypodermic needles and syringes. 
The objectives of the programs are to reduce the spread of HIV, 
viral hepatitis, and other blood-borne diseases in Virginia, to 
reduce the transmission of blood-borne diseases through 
needlestick injuries to law-enforcement and other emergency 
personnel, and to provide information to individuals who inject 
drugs regarding addiction recovery treatment services. The 
programs will be located in at-risk communities, in accordance 
with criteria established by the Department of Health. The bill 
requires the Commissioner to establish standards and protocols 
for the comprehensive harm reduction programs and requires 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services and the Secretary 
of Public Safety to approve such standards and protocols. 

The bill also provides that the Commissioner may authorize 
persons who are not otherwise authorized by law to dispense or 
distribute hypodermic needles and syringes to do so as part of a 
comprehensive harm reduction program during a declared pub-
lic health emergency. 

The bill requires the Department of Health to submit, to the 
Governor and to the General Assembly, a progress report con-
cerning any such program established under this bill by Octo-
ber 1, 2018, and a report evaluating the effectiveness of any 
such program by October 1, 2019. The bill has an expiration 
date of July 1, 2020.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2404 Advisory Council on Pediatric Autoim-
mune Neuropsychiatric Disorders Associated with Strepto-
coccal Infections (PANDAS) and Pediatric Acute-onset 
Neuropsychiatric Syndrome (PANS). Creates the Advisory 
Council on Pediatric Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorders 
Associated with Streptococcal Infections and Pediatric Acute-
onset Neuropsychiatric Syndrome to advise the Commissioner 
of Health on research, diagnosis, treatment, and education 
relating to these identified disorders and syndrome referred to 
by the National Institute of Mental Health as PANDAS and 
PANS. The bill provides for a three-year sunset for the Advi-
sory Council. 
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2417 Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; fraud prevention; prepayment analytics. Directs the 
Department of Medical Assistance Services to establish a pro-
gram to mitigate, through the use of prepayment analytics, the 
risk of improper payments to providers of services that are paid 
through the Department's fee-for-service delivery system who 
commit fraud, abuse, or errors. 
Patron - Landes

HB2477 Department of Health to take steps to 
begin eliminating site evaluation and design services for 
onsite sewage systems and private wells. Directs the Depart-
ment of Health to take certain steps to begin eliminating site 
evaluation and design services for onsite sewage systems and 
private wells provided by the Department. 
Patron - Orrock

SB974 Palliative care information and resources.
Requires the Department of Health to make information about 
and resources on palliative care available to the public, health 
care providers, and health care facilities on its website. This 
bill is identical to HB 1675.
Patron - Lucas

SB1048 Death certificate; amendments. Establishes 
a process for amending death certificates to change the name of 
the deceased, the deceased's parent or spouse, or the informant; 
the marital status of the deceased; or the place of residence of 
the deceased when the place of residence is outside the Com-
monwealth. This bill is identical to HB 2276.
Patron - Hanger

SB1050 Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth; 
mission. Expands the mission of the Virginia Foundation for 
Healthy Youth to include the reduction and prevention of sub-
stance use by youth in the Commonwealth. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1751.
Patron - Edwards

SB1179 Secretary of Health and Human Resources; 
workgroup to establish educational guidelines for training 
health care providers in the safe prescribing and appropri-
ate use of opioids. Requires the Secretary of Health and 
Human Resources to convene a workgroup that shall include 
representatives of the Departments of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services, Health, and Health Professions as 
well as representatives of the State Council of Higher Educa-
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tion for Virginia and each of the Commonwealth's medical 
schools, dental schools, schools of pharmacy, physician assis-
tant education programs, and nursing education programs to 
develop educational standards and curricula for training health 
care providers, including physicians, dentists, optometrists, 
pharmacists, physician assistants, and nurses, in the safe and 
appropriate use of opioids to treat pain while minimizing the 
risk of addiction and substance abuse. The workgroup shall 
report its progress and the outcomes of its activities to the Gov-
ernor and the General Assembly by December 1, 2017. The bill 
contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to HB 
2161.
Patron - Chafin

SB1323 Board of Health to adopt regulations to 
include neonatal abstinence syndrome on the list of report-
able diseases. Requires the Board of Health to adopt regula-
tions to include neonatal abstinence syndrome on the list of 
diseases that shall be required to be reported. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1467.
Patron - Carrico

SB1561 Emergency Department Care Coordina-
tion Program established. Establishes the Emergency Depart-
ment Care Coordination Program in the Department of Health 
to provide a single, statewide technology solution that connects 
all hospital emergency departments in the Commonwealth to 
facilitate real-time communication and collaboration between 
physicians, other health care providers, and other clinical and 
care management personnel for patients receiving services in 
hospital emergency departments, for the purpose of improving 
the quality of patient care services. The bill does not become 
effective unless and until the Commonwealth receives federal 
Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical 
Health (HITECH) Act funds to implement its provisions. This 
bill is identical to HB 2209.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1577 Alternative onsite sewage systems; sam-
pling. Provides that the Department of Health shall evaluate 
the need for 180-day biochemical oxygen demand sampling of 
small alternative onsite sewage systems that serve no more 
than three attached or detached single-family residences with a 
combined average flow of less than or equal to 1,000 gallons 
per day of residential strength sewage, or a structure with an 
average daily sewage flow of less than or equal to 1,000 gal-
lons per day of residential strength sewage, and shall report its 
findings to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Health, 
Welfare and Institutions and the Senate Committee on Educa-
tion and Health by December 1, 2017. 
Patron - Peake

Failed

HB1420 Certificate of public need; psychiatric 
beds and services. Repeals the requirement for a certificate of 
public need for certain projects involving mental hospitals or 
psychiatric hospitals and intermediate care facilities estab-
lished primarily for the medical, psychiatric, or psychological 
treatment and rehabilitation of individuals with substance 
abuse. The bill creates a new permitting process for such proj-

ects, exempted from the certificate of public need process, that 
requires the Commissioner of Health to issue a permit upon the 
agreement of the applicant to certain charity care conditions 
and quality of care standards.
Patron - Farrell

HB1460  Regulation of private wells. Adds Stafford 
County to the list of counties and cities authorized to establish 
standards for the construction and abandonment of private 
wells that are more stringent than those standards adopted by 
the Board of Health.   
Patron - Cole

HB1533  Required immunizations; meningococcal 
conjugate. Requires the Board of Health to include in regula-
tions governing the immunization of school children a require-
ment for one dose of meningococcal conjugate (MCV4) 
administered before the child enters the sixth grade. The bill 
has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.    
Patron - Hope

HB1563  Regulations governing hospitals; facilities 
performing abortions. Removes language classifying facili-
ties that perform five or more first trimester abortions per 
month as hospitals for the purpose of complying with regula-
tions establishing minimum standards for hospitals.  
Patron - Kory

HB2097 Testing for infection with human immuno-
deficiency virus or hepatitis B or C virus; order of magis-
trate. Allows a magistrate to issue an order requiring a person 
to provide a blood specimen for testing for human immunode-
ficiency virus or the hepatitis B or C virus when exposure to 
bodily fluids occurs between a person and a health care pro-
vider, person employed by or under the direction and control of 
a health care provider, law-enforcement officer or other person 
employed by a law-enforcement agency, firefighter, emergency 
medical services personnel, or school board employee and the 
person whose blood specimen is sought refuses to consent to 
providing such specimen. Currently, only the general district 
court may issue such order. 
Patron - Price

HB2225 Hospital data reporting; charity care and 
other activities. Defines "charity care" as care provided in 
accordance with a provider's policy of providing health care 
services free of charge or at a reduced rate because of the indi-
gence or medical indigence of the patient. The bill requires all 
hospitals, doctors of medicine and osteopathy, and dentists 
licensed to practice as oral and maxillofacial surgeons to whom 
a certificate of public need has been issued to establish charity 
care policies and post information about such policies in a pub-
lic place; requires health care providers to submit to the Com-
missioner of Health data on the amount of charity care 
provided; provides that the value of charity care shall be deter-
mined in accordance with fee schedules for Medicare services 
established by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS); provides that in the case of a health care provider pro-
viding services at more than one facility, charity care shall be 
reported for each facility at which services are provided and 
shall not be aggregated by the provider; and requires not-for-
profit hospitals to (i) conduct community needs assessments 
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and develop strategies to meet the needs identified, (ii) estab-
lish financial assistance policies for patients, (iii) establish lim-
its on charges for emergency and other medically necessary 
care for individuals eligible for assistance under the financial 
assistance policy, and (iv) ensure that the hospital does not 
engage in extraordinary actions to collect amounts owed before 
determining whether the person is eligible for financial assis-
tance. The bill also requires not-for-profit hospitals to report 
annually to the Commissioner of Health on (a) the outcomes of 
the community needs assessment and the implementation of 
the strategy developed to meet the community health needs 
identified through such assessment; (b) the financial assistance 
policy and the utilization thereof; and (c) the steps the hospital 
has undertaken to determine whether a person to whom ser-
vices have been delivered is eligible for assistance under the 
hospital's financial assistance policy and efforts of the hospital 
to ensure that any collections activities undertaken by the hos-
pital to collect amounts owed by such persons are not extraor-
dinary action. Such report shall also include (1) a statement 
disclosing any for-profit subsidiaries owned by the not-for-
profit hospital and (2) a statement of the amount of compensa-
tion paid by the not-for-profit hospital to executive staff of the 
hospital.
Patron - Head

HB2227  Certificate of public need; denial of cer-
tain certificates. Prohibits the Commissioner of Health from 
denying an application for a certificate of public need for the 
addition of a new neonatal special care service at a medical 
care facility located in a planning district with a population of 
275,000 or more in which there is only a single existing pro-
vider of such service or a new open heart surgery service at a 
medical care facility located in a planning district with a popu-
lation of 2,000,000 or more in which there are two or more 
existing providers of such service solely because of the 
expected economic impact of the proposed project on an exist-
ing service in the planning district or the expected impact of 
the proposed project on the utilization of or volume of services 
delivered by an existing service in the planning district.  
Patron - Head

HB2305  Secretary of Health and Human 
Resources; certain waivers under the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program. Prohibits the Secretary of Health 
and Human Resources from applying for, accepting, or renew-
ing any statewide or local waivers of the eligibility require-
ments for participation in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program.   
Patron - Orrock

HB2337 Certificates of public need. Creates a two-
phase process to sunset certificate of public need (COPN) 
requirements for many categories of medical care facilities and 
projects, with the requirement for a certificate of public need 
(i) for all medical care facilities other than nursing homes, 
rehabilitation hospitals and beds, imaging centers, organ or tis-
sue transplant services, certain open heart surgery services, 
certain neonatal services, and certain medical care facilities 
located in a locality with a population density of at least 200 
people per square mile as reported by the United States Bureau 
of the Census in the 2010 census report that is contiguous with 
at least one other locality with such population density, or has a 

population of at least 75,000 people repealed effective July 1, 
2017, and (ii) imaging centers repealed effective January 1, 
2018. The bill also creates a new permitting process for catego-
ries of facilities and projects exempted from the certificate of 
public need process that requires the Commissioner of Health 
to issue a permit but requires the Commissioner to condition a 
permit (a) on the agreement of the applicant to provide a speci-
fied level of care at a reduced rate to indigents, accept patients 
requiring specialized care, or facilitate the development and 
operation of primary medical care services in designated medi-
cally underserved areas of the applicant's service area and (b) 
on compliance of the applicant with quality of care standards. 
The bill also eliminates regional health planning agencies and 
makes numerous changes to the COPN process for facilities 
and projects that will still be subject to the requirement of a 
certificate. The bill contains technical amendments. 
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2384  Drinking water; lead levels. Directs the 
State Board of Health to adopt regulations establishing the 
action level for lead in drinking water as 10 parts per billion 
beginning January 1, 2018, and as five parts per billion begin-
ning January 1, 2022. The bill authorizes the Board to establish 
lower action levels for lead in drinking water.  
Patron - Lopez

HB2454  Onsite treatment works; effluent quality 
standards and maintenance requirements. Provides that 
effluent quality standards and maintenance requirements for 
onsite treatment works designed by individuals licensed as pro-
fessional engineers shall not exceed those established in the 
Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (VPDES) 
General Permit for Domestic Sewage Discharges of Less Than 
or Equal to 1,000 Gallons Per Day for fresh water discharge.   
Patron - Hodges

HB2458 Certificate of public need; reports. Makes 
changes to the Medical Care Facilities Certificate of Public 
Need Program. The bill (i) removes specialized centers or clin-
ics or that portion of a physician's office developed for the pro-
vision of lithotripsy, magnetic source imaging (MSI), or 
nuclear medicine imaging from the list of reviewable medical 
care facilities; (ii) provides that establishment of a medical care 
facility to replace an existing medical care facility with the 
same primary service area does not constitute a project; (iii) 
removes introduction into an existing medical care facility of 
any new lithotripsy, magnetic source imaging, or obstetrical 
service that the facility has never provided or has not provided 
in the previous 12 months and addition by an existing medical 
care facility of any medical equipment for the provision of lith-
otripsy and MSI from the definition of project; (iv) creates a 
new process for registration of projects exempted from the 
definition of project by the bill; (v) establishes an expedited 
45-day review process for applicants for projects determined to 
be uncontested or to present limited health planning impacts; 
(vi) renames the State Medical Facilities Plan as the State 
Health Services Plan and establishes a State Health Services 
Plan Advisory Council to provide recommendations related to 
the content of the State Health Services Plan; (vii) clarifies the 
content of the application for a certificate; and (viii) reduces 
the timeline for a person to be made party to the case for good 
cause from 80 calendar days to four days following completion 
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of the review and submission of recommendations related to an 
application.  

The bill also (a) directs the Secretary of Health and Human 
Resources to review charity care services delivered throughout 
the Commonwealth and recommend changes to the definition 
of charity and to the types of charity care requirements 
imposed on various health care services and report to the Gov-
ernor and the General Assembly by December 1, 2017; (b) 
directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to imple-
ment a system to ensure that data needed to evaluate whether 
an application for a certificate is consistent with the State 
Health Services Plan is timely and reliable, to make all public 
records pertaining to applications for certificates and the 
review process available in real time in a searchable, digital 
format online, to make an inventory of capacity authorized by 
certificates of public need, both operational and not yet opera-
tional, available in a digital format online, and to make charity 
care conditions, charity care compliance reporting status, and 
details on the exact amount of charity care provided or contrib-
uted and to whom it was provided or contributed available in a 
digital format online; (c) directs the Commissioner of Health to 
develop an analytical framework to guide the work of the State 
Health Services Plan Advisory Council; and (d) directs the 
Joint Commission on Health Care to develop specific recom-
mendations for eliminating differences in the certificate of 
public need review process from one region to another and 
report on the recommendations to the Chairmen of the House 
Health, Welfare and Institutions and Senate Education and 
Health Committees by December 1, 2017.
Patron - Stolle

SB877  Regulations governing hospitals; facilities 
performing abortions. Removes language classifying facili-
ties that perform five or more first trimester abortions per 
month as hospitals for the purpose of complying with regula-
tions establishing minimum standards for hospitals. 
Patron - Favola

SB885  Testing for infection with human immunode-
ficiency virus or hepatitis B or C virus; order of magistrate.
Allows a magistrate to issue an order requiring a person to pro-
vide a blood specimen for testing for human immunodefi-
ciency virus or the hepatitis B or C virus when exposure to 
bodily fluids occurs between a person and a health care pro-
vider, person employed by or under the direction and control of 
a health care provider, law-enforcement officer, firefighter, 
emergency medical services personnel, or school board 
employee and the person whose blood specimen is sought 
refuses to consent to providing such specimen. Currently, only 
the general district court may issue such order.  
Patron - Locke

SB1141  Certificate of public need; psychiatric beds 
and services. Repeals the requirement for a certificate of pub-
lic need for certain projects involving mental hospitals or psy-
chiatric hospitals and intermediate care facilities established 
primarily for the medical, psychiatric, or psychological treat-
ment and rehabilitation of individuals with substance abuse. 
The bill creates a new permitting process for such projects, 
exempted from the certificate of public need process, that 
requires the Commissioner of Health to issue a permit upon the 
agreement of the applicant to certain charity care conditions 
and quality of care standards.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1247  Regulation of private wells. Adds Stafford 
County to the list of counties and cities authorized to establish 
standards for the construction and abandonment of private 
wells that are more stringent than those standards adopted by 
the Board of Health.   
Patron - Stuart

SB1375 Certificate of Public Need program. Makes 
changes to the Medical Care Facilities Certificate of Public 
Need program. The bill (i) removes specialized centers or clin-
ics or that portion of a physician's office developed for the pro-
vision of lithotripsy, magnetic source imaging (MSI), or 
nuclear medicine imaging from the list of reviewable medical 
care facilities; (ii) provides that establishment of a medical care 
facility to replace an existing medical care facility with the 
same primary service area does not constitute a project; (iii) 
removes introduction into an existing medical care facility of 
any new lithotripsy, MSI, or obstetrical service that the facility 
has never provided or has not provided in the previous 12 
months and addition by an existing medical care facility of any 
medical equipment for the provision of lithotripsy and MSI 
from the definition of project; (iv) creates a new process for 
registration of projects exempted from the definition of project 
by the bill; (v) establishes an expedited 45-day review process 
for applicants for projects determined to be uncontested or to 
present limited health planning impacts; (vi) renames the State 
Medical Facilities Plan as the State Health Services Plan and 
establishes a State Health Services Plan Advisory Council to 
provide recommendations related to the content of the State 
Health Services Plan; (vii) clarifies the content of the applica-
tion for a certificate; and (viii) reduces the timeline for a person 
to be made party to the case for good cause from 80 calendar 
days to four days following completion of the review and sub-
mission of recommendations related to an application. 

The bill also (a) directs the Department to develop recommen-
dations to reduce the duration of the average review cycle for 
applications for certificates of public need to not more than 120 
days and to report on its recommendations to the Governor and 
the General Assembly no later than December 1, 2017; (b) 
directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to review 
charity care services delivered throughout the Commonwealth 
and recommend changes to the definition of charity and to the 
types of charity care requirements imposed on various health 
care services and report to the Governor and the General 
Assembly by December 1, 2017; (c) directs the Secretary of 
Health and Human Resources to convene a group of stakehold-
ers to study and make recommendations related to the appro-
priate authority of the State Health Commissioner to impose 
additional conditions on certificates; (d) directs the Secretary 
of Health and Human Resources to implement a system to 
ensure that data needed to evaluate whether an application for a 
certificate is consistent with the State Health Services Plan is 
timely and reliable, to make all public records pertaining to 
applications for certificates and the review process available in 
real time in a searchable, digital format online, to make an 
inventory of capacity authorized by certificates of public need, 
both operational and not yet operational, available in a digital 
format online, and to make charity care conditions, charity care 
compliance reporting status, and details on the exact amount of 
charity care provided or contributed and to whom it was pro-
vided or contributed available in a digital format online; (e) 
directs the Commissioner of Health to develop an analytical 
framework to guide the work of the State Health Services Plan 
Advisory Council; and (f) directs the Joint Commission on 
Health Care to develop specific recommendations for eliminat-
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ing differences in the certificate of public need review process 
from one region to another and report on the recommendations 
to the Chairmen of the House Committee on Health, Welfare 
and Institutions and Senate Committee on Education and 
Health by December 1, 2017.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1404  Department of Medical Assistance Ser-
vices; eligibility for services under waiver. Prohibits the 
Department of Medical Assistance Services from reducing, ter-
minating, suspending, or denying services for an individual 
enrolled in a waiver who is otherwise eligible for such services 
on the basis of such individual's informed choice of place of 
residence in the Commonwealth.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1482  Secretary of Heal th and Human 
Resources; certain waivers under the Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program. Prohibits the Secretary of Health 
and Human Resources from applying for, accepting, or renew-
ing any statewide or local waivers of the eligibility require-
ments for participation in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program.     
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1519  Required immunizations; meningococcal 
conjugate. Requires the Board of Health to include in regula-
tions governing the immunization of school children a require-
ment for one dose of meningococcal conjugate (MCV4) 
administered before the child enters the sixth grade. The bill 
has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.     
Patron - McClellan

SB1557   Department of Health Professions; com-
munity health workers. Directs the Department of Health to 
establish a work group of interested stakeholders to examine 
the risks and  benefits of having community health workers in 
the Commonwealth. The bill directs the Department to submit 
a report on the work group's findings and recommendations to 
the Governor and Chairmen of the House Appropriations and 
Senate Finance Committees by October 15, 2017.   
Patron - Barker

SB1566 Certificate of public need; reports. Makes 
changes to the Medical Care Facilities Certificate of Public 
Need Program. The bill (i) removes psychiatric facilities, spe-
cialized centers or clinics or that portion of a physician's office 
developed for the provision of ambulatory or outpatient sur-
gery, lithotripsy, magnetic source imaging (MSI), or nuclear 
medicine imaging, and certain specialized centers or clinics or 
portions of hospitals for the provision of neonatal special care 
services from the list of reviewable medical care facilities; (ii) 
provides that establishment of a medical care facility to replace 
an existing medical care facility with the same primary service 
area does not constitute a project; (iii) removes introduction 
into an existing medical care facility of any new lithotripsy, 
MSI, or obstetrical service that the facility has never provided 
or has not provided in the previous 12 months and addition by 
an existing medical care facility of any medical equipment for 
the provision of lithotripsy and MSI from the definition of 
project; (iv) creates a new process for registration of projects 
exempted from the definition of project by the bill; (v) estab-

lishes an expedited 45-day review process for applicants for 
projects determined to be uncontested or to present limited 
health planning impacts; (vi) renames the State Medical Facili-
ties Plan as the State Health Services Plan and establishes a 
State Health Services Plan Advisory Council to provide recom-
mendations related to the content of the State Health Services 
Plan; (vii) clarifies the content of the application for a certifi-
cate; and (viii) reduces the timeline for a person to be made 
party to the case for good cause from 80 calendar days to four 
days following completion of the review and submission of 
recommendations related to an application.  

The bill also (a) directs the Secretary of Health and Human 
Resources to review charity care services delivered throughout 
the Commonwealth and recommend changes to the definition 
of charity and to the types of charity care requirements 
imposed on various health care services and report to the Gov-
ernor and the General Assembly by December 1, 2017; (b) 
directs the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to imple-
ment a system to ensure that data needed to evaluate whether 
an application for a certificate is consistent with the State 
Health Services Plan is timely and reliable, to make all public 
records pertaining to applications for certificates and the 
review process available in real time in a searchable, digital 
format online, to make an inventory of capacity authorized by 
certificates of public need, both operational and not yet opera-
tional, available in a digital format online, and to make charity 
care conditions, charity care compliance reporting status, and 
details on the exact amount of charity care provided or contrib-
uted and to whom it was provided or contributed available in a 
digital format online; (c) directs the Commissioner of Health to 
develop an analytical framework to guide the work of the State 
Health Services Plan Advisory Council; and (d) directs the 
Joint Commission on Health Care to develop specific recom-
mendations for eliminating differences in the certificate of 
public need review process from one region to another and 
report on the recommendations to the Chairmen of the House 
Health, Welfare and Institutions and Senate Education and 
Health Committees by December 1, 2017.
Patron - Dunnavant

Highways and Other Surface 
Transportation Systems

Passed

HB1405 Designating the Trooper Chad Phillip 
Dermyer Memorial Bridge. Designates the State Route 143 
bridge in the City of Newport News at exit 255 over Interstate 
64 the "Trooper Chad Phillip Dermyer Memorial Bridge." This 
bill is identical to SB 855. 
Patron - Hodges

HB1741  Vietnam Veterans Memorial Bridge. Des-
ignates the Virginia Route 114 bridge between Montgomery 
and Pulaski Counties the "Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Bridge."  
Patron - Rush

HB1836 Virginia Department of Transportation to 
maintain a certain segment of Spotsylvania Parkway begin-
ning in 2020. Requires the Virginia Department of Transporta-
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tion, as of July 1, 2020, to take over maintenance of an 
approximately two-mile segment of Spotsylvania Parkway that 
is currently maintained pursuant to a 2005 "Easement and Cost 
Sharing Agreement" unless the homeowners association that is 
party to such cost-sharing agreement and Spotsylvania County 
reach a new road maintenance agreement prior to July 1, 2020.  
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Orrock

HB1929 Public-Private Transportation Act; com-
prehensive agreement. Requires all comprehensive agree-
ments originally entered into on or after July 1, 2017, resulting 
in privately funded roads open for public transportation to 
include a provision requiring funding for adequate staffing, 
defined in the bill, for general law-enforcement services by the 
Virginia State Police. 
Patron - Bagby

HB1973 Economic Development Access Program; 
bonded projects. Imposes a 48-month moratorium on the 
repayment of funds allocated to a locality for a bonded project 
pursuant to the Economic Development Access Program, pro-
vided that the conditions of the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board's economic development access policy are met. The bill 
has an emergency clause and is identical to SB 1591.
Patron - O'Quinn

HB1993 Pipeline construction; Department of 
Transportation oversight. Allows the Department of Trans-
portation to enter into agreements with any entity constructing 
interstate pipelines setting forth a reasonable procedure to 
identify and remedy damage caused by construction of such 
pipeline to public highways of the Commonwealth. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB2015  DRIVE SMART Virginia Education 
Fund. Establishes a method by which holders of an account for 
an electronic toll collection device that is the property of the 
Commonwealth may opt in to make a voluntary contribution 
through electronic means to the DRIVE SMART Virginia Edu-
cation Fund (the Fund), created by the bill. The bill requires 
that contributions to the Fund be used solely for the purposes 
of supporting educational projects through DRIVE SMART 
Virginia.   
Patron - Villanueva

HB2023  Highway maintenance payments; bicycle 
lanes. Provides that cities and towns that receive highway 
maintenance payments from the Commonwealth based on 
moving-lane-miles of highway will not have such payments 
reduced if moving-lane-miles of highway are converted to 
bicycle-only lanes, provided that the number of moving-lane-
miles is not more than 50 moving-lane-miles or three percent 
of the municipality's total number of moving-lane-miles, 
whichever is less, and that prior to such conversion the city or 
town certifies that the conversion design has been assessed by 
a professional engineer and designed in accordance with cer-
tain national standards. Municipalities will not receive addi-
tional funds and cannot reduce their funding of road and street 
maintenance after a conversion. The bill also repeals the provi-

sion that allowed the City of Richmond to convert 20 moving-
lane-miles to bicycle-only lanes.  
Patron - Villanueva

HB2136 Washington Metrorail Safety Commission 
Interstate Compact. Authorizes Virginia to become a signa-
tory to the Washington Metrorail Safety Commission Interstate 
Compact. The compact establishes a state safety oversight 
authority for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority (WMATA) Rail System, pursuant to the mandate of 
federal law, to review, approve, oversee, and enforce the safety 
of the WMATA Rail System. The bill requires the Secretary of 
Transportation to negotiate, on the Commonwealth's behalf, 
the terms for revision of the WMATA Compact with the other 
signatories to the WMATA Compact. The bill contains an 
emergency clause. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2137 Northern Virginia Transportation 
Authority; regional transportation plan. Requires the North-
ern Virginia Transportation Authority (the Authority) to annu-
ally publish on its website any land use or transportation 
elements of a locality's comprehensive plan that each locality 
embraced by the Authority is currently required to report when 
such locality's plan is inconsistent with the Authority's regional 
transportation plan. Additionally, the bill requires the Author-
ity to consider for revision and revise as necessary its regional 
transportation plan at least once every five years. The Author-
ity is required to specify any obstacles to achieving a reduction 
in congestion in Planning District 8 and any need for coopera-
tion by other regional entities. The bill has a delayed effective 
date of July 1, 2018. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2139 Commissioner of Highways; annual 
report requirements. Requires that the Commissioner of 
Highways, in his annual report, report specifically about trans-
portation projects approved or modified during the prior fiscal 
year and include a listing of the total number of lane miles of 
all primary and secondary roads that have been resurfaced and 
all primary and secondary roads that are rated "poor" or "very 
poor." 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2214  Department of Transportation and the 
University of Virginia; use agreement. Authorizes a use 
agreement between the Department of Transportation and the 
University of Virginia to permit the Department of Transporta-
tion use of the Shelburne Building on the University of Vir-
ginia Charlottesville campus for a period not to exceed 50 
years.  
Patron - Toscano

HB2241 Department of Transportation; Office of 
Intermodal Planning and Investment of the Secretary of 
Transportation; responsibilities. Shifts responsibilities for 
transportation planning activities from the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) to the Office of Intermodal Plan-
ning and Investment of the Secretary of Transportation. The 
bill specifies VDOT's core functions and limits the agency's 
duties to those core functions. The bill requires transparency in 
the development of the Six-Year Improvement Program and 
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the State of Good Repair Program by the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board (CTB) and requires the CTB and VDOT 
to make public certain information related to the selection of 
projects. This bill is identical to SB 1331.
Patron - Jones

HB2244 Public-Private Transportation Act of 
1995. Renames the Transportation Public-Private Partnership 
Advisory Committee the Transportation Public-Private Part-
nership Steering Committee (the Steering Committee) and pro-
vides that the Deputy Secretary of Transportation shall serve as 
the chairman of the Steering Committee. The bill provides that, 
under the Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995, a respon-
sible public entity may grant approval for the development 
and/or operation of a transportation facility by a private entity 
if that private entity can develop and/or operate the transporta-
tion facility for less cost than the Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) or the Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT). The bill requires the chief executive officer of the 
responsible public entity to certify in writing to the Governor 
and the General Assembly that there has been no material 
change to the finding that a public-private partnership is in the 
best interest of the public since the finding was issued and that 
the public contribution requested by the private entity does not 
exceed the maximum public contribution. The bill clarifies that 
the finding of public interest by the Steering Committee shall 
be made after receipt of responses to the request for qualifica-
tions and prior to the issuance of the first draft request for pro-
posals. The bill requires the responsible public entity, when 
such entity is VDOT or DRPT, to ensure competition through 
the procurement process and develop a public sector analysis 
of the cost for the responsible entity to develop and/or operate 
the transportation facility. The bill requires VDOT or DRPT 
and the Steering Committee to review the public sector analy-
sis prior to the initiation of any procurement. The bill adds to 
the information required to be included in the finding of public 
interest a description of the benefits expected to be realized by 
the responsible public entity and a public sector analysis 
demonstrating that the private sector can deliver the project for 
less cost than the responsible public entity. This bill is identical 
to SB 1322.
Patron - Jones

HB2463 Commissioner of Highways; commercial 
establishment entrances. Requires the Commissioner of 
Highways to document and maintain a list of anyone who has 
requested an onsite meeting with the resident engineer or his 
staff for the purpose of connecting commercial establishment 
entrances to the paved part of the highway. The bill requires 
that such list include recommendations regarding compliance 
with the Department of Transportation's design standards and 
access management regulations and the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board's regulations regarding land use permits, as 
well as associated cost estimates. The bill requires such list be 
provided to a locality upon request. 
Patron - Hodges

SB806 Interstate 73 Corridor Development Fund 
and Program. Establishes the Interstate 73 Corridor Develop-
ment Fund and Program and reallocates to the I-73 Fund the 
$40 million from state recordation taxes that is currently allo-
cated annually to the U.S. Route 58 Corridor Development 

Fund and Program. All provisions of the bill are contingent 
upon construction of and payments for Route 58 being com-
pleted. The bill contains a reenactment clause.
Patron - Stanley

SB855 Designating the Trooper Chad Phillip Der-
myer Memorial Bridge. Designates the State Route 143 
bridge in the City of Newport News at exit 255 over Interstate 
64 the "Trooper Chad Phillip Dermyer Memorial Bridge." This 
bill is identical to HB 1405.
Patron - Norment

SB1148  Authority to lease or convey airspace. Pro-
vides that the Commissioner of Highways has the authority to 
select any competitive procurement process for leases and con-
veyances of airspace and that he may reject any bid he believes 
is not in the best interest of the Commonwealth. Current law 
requires public advertisement for bids and requires the Com-
missioner to accept the highest bid from a responsible bidder.  
Patron - Favola

SB1251 Washington Metrorail Safety Commission 
Interstate Compact. Authorizes Virginia to become a signa-
tory to the Washington Metrorail Safety Commission Interstate 
Compact. The compact establishes a state safety oversight 
authority for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority (WMATA) Rail System, pursuant to the mandate of 
federal law, to review, approve, oversee, and enforce the safety 
of the WMATA Rail System. The bill contains an emergency 
clause.
Patron - Barker

SB1322 Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995. 
Renames the Transportation Public-Private Partnership Advi-
sory Committee the Transportation Public-Private Partnership 
Steering Committee (the Steering Committee) and provides 
that the Deputy Secretary of Transportation shall serve as the 
chairman of the Steering Committee. The bill provides that, 
under the Public-Private Transportation Act of 1995, a respon-
sible public entity may grant approval for the development 
and/or operation of a transportation facility by a private entity 
if that private entity can develop and/or operate the transporta-
tion facility for less cost than the Department of Transportation 
(VDOT) or the Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
(DRPT). The bill requires the chief executive officer of the 
responsible public entity to certify in writing to the Governor 
and the General Assembly that there has been no material 
change to the finding that a public-private partnership is in the 
best interest of the public since the finding was issued and that 
the public contribution requested by the private entity does not 
exceed the maximum public contribution. The bill clarifies that 
the finding of public interest by the Steering Committee shall 
be made after receipt of responses to the request for qualifica-
tions and prior to the issuance of the first draft request for pro-
posals. The bill requires the responsible public entity, when 
such entity is VDOT or DRPT, to ensure competition through 
the procurement process and develop a public sector analysis 
of the cost for the responsible entity to develop and/or operate 
the transportation facility. The bill requires VDOT or DRPT 
and the Steering Committee to review the public sector analy-
sis prior to the initiation of any procurement. The bill adds to 
the information required to be included in the finding of public 
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interest a description of the benefits expected to be realized by 
the responsible public entity and a public sector analysis 
demonstrating that the private sector can deliver the project for 
less cost than the responsible public entity. This bill is identical 
to HB 2244.
Patron - Carrico

SB1331 Department of Transportation; Office of 
Intermodal Planning and Investment of the Secretary of 
Transportation; responsibilities. Shifts responsibilities for 
transportation planning activities from the Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) to the Office of Intermodal Plan-
ning and Investment of the Secretary of Transportation. The 
bill specifies VDOT's core functions and limits the agency's 
duties to those core functions. The bill requires transparency in 
the development of the Six-Year Improvement Program and 
State of Good Repair Program by the Commonwealth Trans-
portation Board (CTB) and requires the CTB and VDOT to 
make public certain information related to the selection of proj-
ects. This bill is identical to HB 2241.
Patron - Carrico

SB1367    Designating the F.W. "Wakie" Howard, 
Jr., Bridge. Designates the State Route 155 bridge in New 
Kent County the "F.W. 'Wakie' Howard, Jr., Bridge."  
Patron - Norment

SB1591 Economic Development Access Program; 
bonded projects. Imposes a 48-month moratorium on the 
repayment of funds allocated to a locality for a bonded project 
pursuant to the Economic Development Access Program, pro-
vided that the conditions of the Commonwealth Transportation 
Board's economic development access policy are met. The bill 
has an emergency clause and is identical to HB 1973.
Patron - Carrico

Failed

HB1695  Crossing bridge or culvert by vehicle 
heavier than allowed. Allows a vehicle whose gross weight 
exceeds the posted carrying capacity for a bridge or culvert to 
cross such bridge or culvert if (i) no more than one axle combi-
nation is on such bridge or culvert at the same time and (ii) the 
weight on one axle combination does not exceed the carrying 
capacity for such bridge or culvert.   
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1804 Practical design methods for projects. 
Requires the Department of Transportation to employ practical 
design methods for any highway system project, including all 
projects costing more than $5 million. "Practical design meth-
ods" are defined in the bill as practices that are designed to 
achieve more focused transportation improvements at lower 
costs by taking into consideration existing conditions and 
designing only those essential improvements that meet the 
project's purpose and need. 
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1831  Prioritization of statewide transportation 
projects; exceptions. Exempts projects on U.S. Route 121, 

commonly known as the Coalfield Expressway, and U.S. Route 
460 from the prioritization process that the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board applies to projects for state funding.     
Patron - Kilgore

HB1847 Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority Compact of 1966. Proposes amendments to the 
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Compact of 
1966 (the Compact). The bill allows members of the Board of 
Directors of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority (the Authority) to be provided reasonable compensa-
tion. The bill eliminates requirements for overtime compensa-
tion and requirements that set the minimum wage equal to the 
prevailing wage on similar construction in the locality for all 
laborers and mechanics employed by contractors or subcon-
tractors in the construction, alteration, or repair of projects, 
buildings, and works undertaken by the Authority or who are 
financially assisted by it. The bill eliminates the requirement 
that the Authority negotiate employees' wages, salaries, hours, 
working conditions, and pension or retirement provisions 
through labor organizations and removes employee protective 
arrangements under the Federal Transit Act. The bill eliminates 
the mandatory-binding-arbitration provision associated with 
union contract negotiations. The bill eliminates requirements 
regarding the Authority assumption of labor contracts, collec-
tive bargaining agreements, and the obligations of any trans-
portation system acquired by it with regard to wages, salaries, 
hours, working conditions, sick leave, and health and welfare 
and pension or retirement provisions for employees of an exist-
ing transit facility acquired by the Authority. These amend-
ments to the Compact shall not become effective until they are 
enacted by the State of Maryland and the District of Columbia 
and consented to by Congress, as provided for in the Compact. 
Patron - Minchew

HB2021  Norfolk Southern Railway right-of-way; 
public transit or multimodal transportation projects. Pro-
vides that the right-of-way of the Norfolk Southern Railway 
acquired by the City of Virginia Beach may be used for various 
public transportation projects. Currently, the right-of-way may 
be used only for a light rail project.   
Patron - Villanueva

HB2120  Northern Virginia Transportation 
Authority (NVTA); membership composition. Increases 
from 17 to 18 the membership of the NVTA and provides that 
the additional nonlegislative citizen member represent towns 
that receive funds for urban highway systems.   
Patron - Keam

HB2121 Use of certain revenues by the Northern 
Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA). Allows reve-
nues of the NVTA distributed to localities to be used, as deter-
mined solely by the applicable locality, to fund new sidewalk 
projects. 
Patron - Keam

HB2158  Dumping trash; penalty. Increases the 
minimum fine for dumping trash on public property or on pri-
vate property without the written consent of the owner from 
$250 to $500.    
Patron - Rasoul
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HB2388 Singular church locational sign permissi-
ble in state-maintained right-of-way. Adds to the list of 
acceptable outdoor advertising in sight of public highways a 
single sign of 20 square feet or less marking the location of a 
church at its permitted entrance, provided such sign is located 
outside the clear zone, does not constitute a safety hazard, and 
is duly permitted by the Commissioner of the Highways. 
Patron - Minchew

HB2403 Vehicles bearing clean special fuel license 
plates; use of high occupancy toll lanes. Exempts vehicles 
bearing clean special fuel license plates that were obtained 
from the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) before July 1, 
2011, from any high occupancy toll lane designation of Inter-
state 66, and exempts vehicles bearing clean special fuel 
license plates that were obtained from the DMV before July 1, 
2006, from any high occupancy toll lane designation of Inter-
states 95 and 395 inside the Capital Beltway until January 1, 
2020. 
Patron - Greason

HB2448  Measures to relieve traffic congestion in 
certain areas of the Commonwealth. Requires that 50 per-
cent of payments from the Commissioner of Highways to a 
locality for the maintenance, construction, and reconstruction 
of highways be based on the ratio of vehicle miles traveled on 
highways within the locality to the total vehicle miles traveled 
on highways in the Commonwealth. Under current law, such 
payments are based on the number of moving-lane-miles in the 
locality, and under the bill, the remaining 50 percent of such 
payments will continue on that basis.    

 The bill establishes a refundable individual income tax credit, 
for taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 2017, but 
before January 1, 2022, in an amount equal to 50 percent of the 
value of any tolls paid for driving on Interstate Route 66.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ691  Study; Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion; noise abatement remedies. Requests the Virginia 
Department of Transportation to develop, in cooperation with 
the Federal Highway Administration, procedures to measure 
and assess the noise impact on neighborhoods that were previ-
ously studied for noise impact but ineligible for noise abate-
ment mitigation remedies at the time of the study.    
Patron - Murphy

SB887 Prioritization of statewide transportation 
projects; exceptions. Exempts projects on U.S. Route 121, 
commonly known as the Coalfield Expressway, and U.S. Route 
460 from the prioritization process that the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board applies to projects for state funding. 
Patron - Chafin

SB921  Commonwealth Transportation Board; 
statewide prioritization process. Requires travel time reli-
ability to be one of the factors used by the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board in its statewide prioritization process.  
Patron - Edwards

SB929  Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
(NVTA); membership composition. Increases from 17 to 18 

the membership of the NVTA and provides that the additional 
nonlegislative citizen member represent towns that receive 
funds for urban highway systems.   
Patron - Petersen

SB1209  Virginia Highway Corporation Act of 
1988. Gives the State Corporation Commission discretion to 
approve any request to increase tolls on the Dulles Greenway 
by a specified annual percentage increase. The measure also 
gives the Commission discretion to approve an additional 
increase in such tolls based on increases in local property taxes 
when requested by the operator. Currently the Commission is 
required to approve such requests for toll increases.     
Patron - Wexton

SB1396  Norfolk Southern Railway right-of-way; 
public transit or multimodal transportation projects. Pro-
vides that the right-of-way of the Norfolk Southern Railway 
acquired by the City of Virginia Beach may be used for con-
struction of a public transit or multimodal transportation proj-
ect instead of a Light Rail project.     
Patron - Wagner

SB1522 Vehicles bearing clean special fuel license 
plates; use of high occupancy toll lanes. Exempts vehicles 
bearing clean special fuel license plates that were obtained 
from the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) before July 1, 
2011, from any high occupancy toll lane designation of Inter-
state 66, and exempts vehicles bearing clean special fuel 
license plates that were obtained from the DMV before July 1, 
2006, from any high occupancy toll lane designation of Inter-
states 95 and 395 inside the Capital Beltway until January 1, 
2020.
Patron - McPike

SB1554  Transportation district commissions; 
Accomack-Northampton Transportation District Commis-
sion. Provides that the membership of the Accomack-
Northampton Transportation District Commission shall consist 
of nine nonlegislative citizen members appointed by the Gov-
ernor, subject to confirmation by the General Assembly and 
serving at the pleasure of the Governor, including two mem-
bers of the Accomack County Board of Supervisors, two mem-
bers of the Northampton County Board of Supervisors, and 
five members representing local businesses. The Director of 
the Department of Rail and Public Transit, or his designee, 
shall serve ex officio with voting privileges.  
Patron - Cosgrove

SJ233  Study; Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion; noise abatement remedies. Requests the Virginia 
Department of Transportation to develop, in cooperation with 
the Federal Highway Administration, procedures to measure 
and assess the noise impact on neighborhoods that were previ-
ously studied for noise impact but ineligible for noise abate-
ment mitigation remedies at the time of the study.  
Patron - Favola
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Housing

Passed

HB1585 Housing authorities; authorization by gov-
erning body of town. Provides that the governing body of a 
town, in addition to the governing body of a county or city as 
in current law, may authorize a housing authority to contract 
for the construction of additional housing or acquire land for, 
or purchase material for the construction or installation of, any 
sewerage, streets, sidewalks, lights, power, water, or any other 
facilities for such additional housing. This bill is identical to 
SB 1237.
Patron - Campbell

HB2006 Virginia Fair Housing Law; rights and 
responsibilities with respect to the use of an assistance ani-
mal in a dwelling. Sets out the rights and responsibilities 
under the Virginia Fair Housing Law (§ 36-96.1 et seq.) with 
respect to maintaining an assistance animal in a dwelling. The 
bill establishes a process through which a person with a dis-
ability may submit a request for a reasonable accommodation 
to maintain an assistance animal in a dwelling, including any 
supporting documentation verifying the disability and disabil-
ity-related need for an accommodation. Under the bill, a 
request for reasonable accommodation to maintain an assis-
tance animal may be denied for any one of the following rea-
sons: (i) the requester does not have a disability; (ii) the 
requester does not have a disability-related need for an assis-
tance animal; (iii) the accommodation imposes an undue finan-
cial and administrative burden on the person receiving the 
request; or (iv) the accommodation would fundamentally alter 
the nature of the operations of the person receiving the request. 
The bill provides that whenever a request for a reasonable 
accommodation to maintain an assistance animal in a dwelling 
is denied for reasons other than that the requester does not have 
a disability or a disability-related need for an assistance ani-
mal, an interactive process shall be initiated to determine if 
there is an alternative accommodation that would effectively 
address the disability-related need. The bill also defines "assis-
tance animal," "major life activities," "therapeutic relation-
ship," and "physical or mental impairment." The bill provides 
that if any provision of its provisions is determined by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to be not sub-
stantially equivalent or otherwise inconsistent with the federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. § 3601 et seq., as 
amended, such provision shall not be enforceable. As intro-
duced, this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia Housing 
Commission. This bill is identical to SB 1228.
Patron - Carr

SB1228 Virginia Fair Housing Law; rights and 
responsibilities with respect to the use of an assistance ani-
mal in a dwelling. Sets out the rights and responsibilities 
under the Virginia Fair Housing Law (§ 36-96.1 et seq.) with 
respect to maintaining an assistance animal in a dwelling. The 
bill establishes a process through which a person with a dis-
ability may submit a request for a reasonable accommodation 
to maintain an assistance animal in a dwelling, including any 
supporting documentation verifying the disability and disabil-

ity-related need for an accommodation. Under the bill, a 
request for reasonable accommodation to maintain an assis-
tance animal may be denied for any one of the following rea-
sons: (i) the requester does not have a disability; (ii) the 
requester does not have a disability-related need for an assis-
tance animal; (iii) the accommodation imposes an undue finan-
cial and administrative burden on the person receiving the 
request; or (iv) the accommodation would fundamentally alter 
the nature of the operations of the person receiving the request. 
The bill provides that whenever a request for a reasonable 
accommodation to maintain an assistance animal in a dwelling 
is denied for reasons other than that the requester does not have 
a disability or a disability-related need for an assistance ani-
mal, an interactive process shall be initiated to determine if 
there is an alternative accommodation that would effectively 
address the disability-related need. The bill also defines "assis-
tance animal," "major life activities," "therapeutic relation-
ship," and "physical or mental impairment." The bill provides 
that if any provision of its provisions is determined by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development to be not sub-
stantially equivalent or otherwise inconsistent with the federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. § 3601 et seq., as 
amended, such provision shall not be enforceable. As intro-
duced, this bill was a recommendation of the Virginia Housing 
Commission. This bill is identical to HB 2006.
Patron - Barker

SB1237 Housing authorities; authorization by gov-
erning body of town. Provides that the governing body of a 
town, in addition to the governing body of a county or city as 
in current law, may authorize a housing authority to contract 
for the construction of additional housing or acquire land for, 
or purchase material for the construction or installation of, any 
sewerage, streets, sidewalks, lights, power, water, or any other 
facilities for such additional housing. This bill is identical to 
HB 1585.
Patron - Chafin

Failed

SB822  Virginia Fair Housing Law; unlawful dis-
criminatory housing practices; sexual orientation and gen-
der identity. Adds discrimination on the basis of an 
individual's sexual orientation or gender identity as an unlaw-
ful housing practice. The bill defines sexual orientation and 
gender identity.  
Patron - Wexton

SB905  Redevelopment and housing authority; com-
pensation of commissioners. Increases from $150 to $300 per 
month the maximum compensation that may be paid to a rede-
velopment and housing authority commissioner.  
Patron - Marsden
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Institutions of Higher 
Education; Other Educational 
and Cultural Institutions

Passed

HB1401 Public institutions of higher education; 
speech on campus. Prohibits public institutions of higher edu-
cation from abridging the constitutional freedom of any indi-
vidual, including enrolled students, faculty and other 
employees, and invited guests, to speak on campus, except as 
otherwise permitted by the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution.
Patron - Landes

HB1402 Governing boards of public institutions of 
higher education; leadership; residency. Requires the presi-
dent or any one of the vice presidents of the board of visitors of 
Virginia Military Institute, the chairman or the vice-chairman 
of the State Board, and the rector or vice-rector of the govern-
ing board of each other public institution of higher education to 
be a resident of the Commonwealth. This bill is identical to SB 
907.
Patron - Landes

HB1512 Public institutions of higher education; 
academic credit for American Sign Language courses.
Requires each public institution of higher education to develop 
policies for counting credit received for successful completion 
of foreign language courses, including American Sign Lan-
guage courses, either in a secondary school or another institu-
tion of higher education toward satisfaction of the foreign 
language entrance, placement, and course credit requirements 
of the public institution of higher education. The bill requires 
each public institution of higher education to count credit 
received for successful completion of American Sign Lan-
guage courses at the institution toward satisfaction of its for-
eign language course credit requirements.
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1538 Revision of Title 23; corrections. Corrects 
typographical errors and makes other technical amendments 
relating to the revision and recodification of Title 23 and 
declares such corrections and amendments to be effective ret-
roactively to October 1, 2016. This bill is a recommendation of 
the Code Commission. 
Patron - LeMunyon

HB1569 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University and Virginia State University; purpose and pro-
grams. Declares it the intent of the General Assembly that in 
order to support a strong Commonwealth and to fulfill the prin-
ciples of the federal Morrill Land-Grant Acts of 1862 and 1890 
and Smith-Lever Act of 1914 (7 U.S.C. § 301 et seq.), the 
Commonwealth's two land-grant universities, Virginia Poly-
technic Institute and State University and Virginia State Uni-
versity, shall maintain strong programs of instruction, research, 
and the extension of knowledge in agriculture, natural 

resources, family and consumer sciences, community viability, 
youth development, and such other fields as are necessary to 
fulfill their respective land-grant missions. 
Patron - Orrock

HB1592 Comprehensive community colleges; aca-
demic credit. Requires the State Board for Community Col-
leges to require each comprehensive community college to 
develop policies and procedures for awarding academic credit 
to enrolled students who have successfully completed a state-
approved registered apprenticeship credential. This bill is iden-
tical to SB 999.
Patron - James

HB1662 Public institutions of higher education; 
general education course credit; dual enrollment courses. 
Requires the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 
(SCHEV), in consultation with each public institution of 
higher education, to establish a policy for granting undergradu-
ate general education course credit to any entering freshman 
student who has successfully completed a dual enrollment 
course. The bill requires SCHEV and each public institution of 
higher education to make the policy available to the public on 
the SCHEV and institution's websites. This bill is identical to 
SB 1534.
Patron - Greason

HB1663 Northern Virginia Community College; 
computer science training and professional development 
for teachers. Requires Northern Virginia Community College 
(i) in consultation with the Department of Education, to con-
tract with a Virginia-based partner organization to develop, 
market, and implement high-quality and effective computer 
science training and professional development activities for 
public school teachers throughout the Commonwealth for the 
purpose of improving the computer science literacy of all pub-
lic school students in the Commonwealth and (ii) to establish 
an advisory committee for the purpose of advising the college 
and its Virginia-based partner organization on the develop-
ment, marketing, and implementation of such training and pro-
fessional development activities. This bill is identical to SB 
1493. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Greason

HB1664 State Council of Higher Education for Vir-
ginia; collection and publication of wage data and the Vir-
ginia Longitudinal Data System. Authorizes the State 
Council of Higher Education for Virginia (Council) to publish 
data on the proportion of graduates of each public institution of 
higher education and each nonprofit private institution of 
higher education eligible to participate in the Tuition Assis-
tance Grant Program who are employed at 18 months and five 
years after the date of graduation. The bill directs that the data 
include the program and the program level, as recognized by 
the Council, for each degree awarded by each institution; the 
percentage of graduates known to be employed in the Com-
monwealth; the average salary and the average higher educa-
tion-related debt for the graduates on which the data is based; 
rates of enrollment in remedial coursework for each institution; 
individual student credit accumulation for each institution; 
rates of postsecondary degree completion; and any other infor-
mation that the Council determines is necessary to address ade-
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quate preparation for success in postsecondary education and 
alignment between secondary and postsecondary education. 
The bill requires each such institution of higher education to 
provide a link to such published postsecondary education and 
employment data. 

The bill also requires the Council to administer the Virginia 
Longitudinal Data System as a multiagency partnership for the 
purposes of developing educational, health, social service, and 
employment outcome data; improving the efficacy of state ser-
vices; and aiding decision making.
Patron - Greason

HB1721 State Board for Community Colleges; 
reduced rate tuition and mandatory fee charges; certain 
students who are active duty members of the Armed Forces 
of the United States. Permits the State Board for Community 
Colleges to charge reduced rate tuition and mandatory fees to 
any student who is (i) an active duty member of the Armed 
Forces of the United States stationed outside of the Common-
wealth; (ii) enrolled in a degree program at a comprehensive 
community college, provided that any such comprehensive 
community college that offers online degree programs is a 
member of the National Council for State Authorization Reci-
procity; and (iii) enrolled in training that leads to a Military 
Occupational Specialty in the Army or Marine Corps, an Air 
Force Specialty Code, or a Navy Enlisted Classification. This 
bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Anderson

HB1746 Institutions of higher education; posses-
sion and administration of epinephrine, insulin, and gluca-
gon. Authorizes and provides liability protection for 
employees of a public or private institution of higher education 
who are authorized by a prescriber and trained in the adminis-
tration of epinephrine, insulin, or glucagon to possess and 
administer such epinephrine, insulin, or glucagon. This bill is 
identical to SB 944.
Patron - Rush

HB1780 Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation; board 
of trustees; duties. Authorizes the board of trustees of the 
Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation to enter into contracts for the 
use and rental of agency facilities, structures, spaces, and per-
sonal property under the control of the Foundation. This bill is 
identical to SB 1555.
Patron - Plum

HB1848 Comprehensive community colleges; tui-
tion grants. Provides that certain Virginia students who were 
in foster care or in the custody of the Department of Social Ser-
vices or considered a special needs adoption and are enrolled in 
a noncredit workforce credential training program in a compre-
hensive community college may qualify for a grant for the pay-
ment of tuition and fees. This bill is identical to SB 1032.
Patron - Hester

HB1911 Public institutions of higher education; 
resident assistants; mental health first aid training.
Requires each resident assistant in a student housing facility at 
a public institution of higher education to participate in Mental 

Health First Aid training or a similar program prior to the com-
mencement of his duties.
Patron - Yost

HB1965 Two-Year College Transfer Grant Pro-
gram; Expected Family Contribution. Broadens eligibility 
for the Two-Year College Transfer Grant Program by including 
students whose Expected Family Contribution, as calculated by 
the federal government using the family's financial information 
reported on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), is no more than $12,000. Currently the program is 
available only to students whose Expected Family Contribu-
tion is no more than $8,000. The bill does not affect additional 
eligibility requirements for the Two-Year College Transfer 
Grant Program. This bill is identical to SB 1026.
Patron - Massie

HB2040 Postsecondary schools; enrollment agree-
ment. Prohibits postsecondary schools that are required to be 
certified by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 
(the Council) from enrolling students without entering into an 
enrollment agreement with each student. The enrollment agree-
ment is required to be signed by the student and an authorized 
representative of the school and to contain all disclosures pre-
scribed by the Council.
Patron - Murphy

HB2171 Public institutions of higher education; 
annual report; investments. Requires the governing board of 
each public institution of higher education to annually report to 
the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (i) the value 
of investments as reflected on the Statement of Net Position as 
of June 30 of the previous fiscal year, excluding any funds 
derived from endowment donations, endowment income, or 
other private philanthropy; (ii) the cash earnings on such bal-
ances in the previous fiscal year; and (iii) the use of the cash 
earnings on such balances. In the event that the commitment of 
any such investment earnings spans more than one fiscal year, 
the report shall reflect the commitments made in each future 
fiscal year. The bill excludes from such reporting requirements 
the investments of the Virginia Commonwealth University 
Health System Authority and the University of Virginia Medi-
cal Center.
Patron - Massie

HB2172 Southern Virginia Higher Education Cen-
ter. Requires the Southern Virginia Higher Education Center 
(the Center) to encourage the development and delivery of 
workforce training in collaboration with educational institu-
tions serving the region, with a focus on critical shortage areas 
and the needs of industry. The bill replaces the superintendent 
of the Halifax County Public Schools as an ex officio member 
of the board of trustees of the Center with a superintendent of a 
public school division located in the Southside region 
appointed by the Governor. The bill also broadens the eligibil-
ity requirements to serve as one of the representatives of busi-
ness and industry on the board of trustees. The bill requires the 
board of trustees to seek opportunities to collaborate with local 
comprehensive community colleges to meet specialized non-
credit workforce training needs identified by industry. How-
ever, if the local comprehensive community college is unable 
to meet such needs, then the board may seek to collaborate 
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with other education providers or provide Center-delivered 
specialized noncredit workforce training. This bill is identical 
to SB 949. 
Patron - Edmunds

HB2262 Online Virginia Network Authority estab-
lished. Establishes the Online Virginia Network Authority (the 
Authority) as a political subdivision of the Commonwealth for 
the purpose of establishing the Online Virginia Network to 
coordinate the online delivery of courses that facilitate the 
completion of degrees at George Mason University and Old 
Dominion University. The bill requires the Authority to be 
governed by a 15-member board that consists of four members 
of the House of Delegates appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Delegates, three members of the Senate appointed by 
the Senate Committee on Rules, three nonlegislative citizen 
members appointed by the Governor, one nonlegislative citizen 
member appointed by the board of visitors of George Mason 
University, one nonlegislative citizen member appointed by the 
board of visitors of Old Dominion University, the President of 
George Mason University, the President of Old Dominion Uni-
versity, and the Director of the State Council of Higher Educa-
tion for Virginia. The bill sets forth several duties of the 
Authority and grants the Authority operational flexibility in the 
areas of procurement and information technology, provided 
that the Authority adopts and complies with certain policies. 
Patron - Cox

HB2379 Roanoke Higher Education Authority; 
board of trustees. Removes the president of Bluefield College 
from the board of trustees of the Roanoke Higher Education 
Authority. This bill is identical to SB 1447.
Patron - Head

HB2427 Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program; 
grants. Makes several changes to the Virginia Guaranteed 
Assistance Program, including adding requirements that (i) 
each student eligible for the Program receive a grant from the 
institution's appropriations for undergraduate student financial 
assistance before Commonwealth Award grants are awarded to 
students with equivalent remaining need, (ii) each eligible stu-
dent receive a Program grant in an amount greater than Com-
monwealth Award grants awarded to students with equivalent 
remaining need, (iii) each eligible student receive a Program 
grant in an amount greater than the grant of each eligible stu-
dent with equivalent remaining need in the next-lowest class 
level, and (iv) each Program grant be determined by a propor-
tionate award schedule adopted by each institution and vary 
according to each student's remaining need and the total of tui-
tion, fees, and other necessary charges, including books. This 
bill is identical to SB 1527.
Patron - Cox

SB907 Governing boards of public institutions of 
higher education; leadership; residency. Requires the presi-
dent or any one of the vice presidents of the board of visitors of 
Virginia Military Institute, the chairman or the vice-chairman 
of the State Board, and the rector or vice-rector of the govern-
ing board of each other public institution of higher education to 
be a resident of the Commonwealth. This bill is identical to HB 
1402.
Patron - Surovell

SB944 Institutions of higher education; possession 
and administration of epinephrine, insulin, and glucagon.
Authorizes and provides liability protection for employees of a 
public or private institution of higher education who are autho-
rized by a prescriber and trained in the administration of epi-
nephrine, insulin, or glucagon to possess and administer such 
epinephrine, insulin, or glucagon. This bill is identical to HB 
1746.
Patron - Chafin

SB949 Southern Virginia Higher Education Center. 
Requires the Southern Virginia Higher Education Center (the 
Center) to encourage the development and delivery of work-
force training in collaboration with educational institutions 
serving the region, with a focus on critical shortage areas and 
the needs of industry. The bill replaces the superintendent of 
the Halifax County Public Schools as an ex officio member of 
the board of trustees of the Center with a superintendent of a 
public school division located in the Southside region 
appointed by the Governor. The bill also broadens the eligibil-
ity requirements to serve as one of the representatives of busi-
ness and industry on the board of trustees. The bill requires the 
board of trustees to seek opportunities to collaborate with local 
comprehensive community colleges to meet specialized non-
credit workforce training needs identified by industry. How-
ever, if the local comprehensive community college is unable 
to meet such needs, then the board may seek to collaborate 
with other education providers or provide Center-delivered 
specialized noncredit workforce training. This bill is identical 
to HB 2172.
Patron - Ruff

SB999 Comprehensive community colleges; aca-
demic credit. Requires the State Board for Community Col-
leges to require each comprehensive community college to 
develop policies and procedures for awarding academic credit 
to enrolled students who have successfully completed a state-
approved registered apprenticeship credential. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 1592.
Patron - Ruff

SB1026 Two-Year College Transfer Grant Pro-
gram; Expected Family Contribution. Broadens eligibility 
for the Two-Year College Transfer Grant Program by including 
students whose Expected Family Contribution, as calculated by 
the federal government using the family's financial information 
reported on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), is no more than $12,000. Currently the program is 
available only to students whose Expected Family Contribu-
tion is no more than $8,000. The bill does not affect additional 
eligibility requirements for the Two-Year College Transfer 
Grant Program. This bill is identical to HB 1965.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1032 Comprehensive community colleges; tui-
tion grants. Provides that certain Virginia students who were 
in foster care or in the custody of the Department of Social Ser-
vices or considered a special needs adoption and are enrolled in 
a noncredit workforce credential training program in a compre-
hensive community college may qualify for a grant for the pay-
ment of tuition and fees. This bill is identical to HB 1848.
Patron - Favola
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SB1100 New Economy Workforce Credential 
Grant Program; reporting. Requires the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia to include in its annual report on 
the New Economy Workforce Credential Grant Program infor-
mation on the wages of students who have completed noncredit 
workforce training programs, organized by credential name 
and relevant industry sector and including average wage and 
other relevant information. 
Patron - Newman

SB1234 Public institutions of higher education; 
passport credit program. Requires the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia (the Council) and each public 
institution of higher education to develop a passport credit pro-
gram that will be offered at each associate-degree-granting 
public institution of higher education. Under the program, each 
passport credit course shall satisfy a lower division general 
education requirement at any public institution of higher edu-
cation. The bill requires the Council to develop such program 
by July 1, 2020, and each associate-degree-granting public 
institution of higher education to offer such program by the 
2020-2021 academic year. 
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1376 Public institutions of higher education; 
public notice of planned tuition increase. Prohibits the gov-
erning board of a public institution of higher education from 
approving an increase in undergraduate tuition or mandatory 
fees without first providing students and the public a projected 
range of the planned increase, an explanation of the need for 
the increase, and notice of the date and location of any vote on 
the increase at least 30 days prior to such vote.
Patron - Petersen

SB1430 Higher education; student mental health; 
services after a student suicide. Requires baccalaureate pub-
lic institutions of higher education to develop and implement 
policies that ensure that after a student suicide, affected stu-
dents have access to reasonable medical and behavioral health 
services, including postvention services. The bill defines post-
vention services as services designed to facilitate the grieving 
or adjustment process, stabilize the environment, reduce the 
risk of negative behaviors, and prevent suicide contagion. 
Patron - Reeves

SB1447 Roanoke Higher Education Authority; 
board of trustees. Removes the president of Bluefield College 
from the board of trustees of the Roanoke Higher Education 
Authority. This bill is identical to HB 2379.
Patron - Edwards

SB1493 Northern Virginia Community College; 
computer science training and professional development 
for teachers. Requires Northern Virginia Community College 
(i) in consultation with the Department of Education, to con-
tract with a Virginia-based partner organization to develop, 
market, and implement high-quality and effective computer 
science training and professional development activities for 
public school teachers throughout the Commonwealth for the 
purpose of improving the computer science literacy of all pub-
lic school students in the Commonwealth and (ii) to establish 
an advisory committee for the purpose of advising the college 

and its Virginia-based partner organization on the develop-
ment, marketing, and implementation of such training and pro-
fessional development activities. This bill is identical to HB 
1663. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - McClellan

SB1527 Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program; 
grants. Makes several changes to the Virginia Guaranteed 
Assistance Program, including adding requirements that (i) 
each student eligible for the Program receive a grant from the 
institution's appropriations for undergraduate student financial 
assistance before Commonwealth Award grants are awarded to 
students with equivalent remaining need, (ii) each eligible stu-
dent receive a Program grant in an amount greater than Com-
monwealth Award grants awarded to students with equivalent 
remaining need, (iii) each eligible student receive a Program 
grant in an amount greater than the grant of each eligible stu-
dent with equivalent remaining need in the next-lowest class 
level, and (iv) each Program grant be determined by a propor-
tionate award schedule adopted by each institution and vary 
according to each student's remaining need and the total of tui-
tion, fees, and other necessary charges, including books. This 
bill is identical to HB 2427.
Patron - Saslaw

SB1534 Public institutions of higher education; 
general education course credit; dual enrollment courses.
Requires the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia 
(SCHEV), in consultation with each public institution of 
higher education, to establish a policy for granting undergradu-
ate general education course credit to any entering freshman 
student who has successfully completed a dual enrollment 
course. The bill requires SCHEV and each public institution of 
higher education to make the policy available to the public on 
the SCHEV and institution's websites. This bill is identical to 
HB 1662.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1555 Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation; board 
of trustees; duties. Authorizes the board of trustees of the 
Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation to enter into contracts for the 
use and rental of agency facilities, structures, spaces, and per-
sonal property under the control of the Foundation. This bill is 
identical to HB 1780.
Patron - McDougle

Failed

HB1410 Governing boards of public institutions of 
higher education; duties. Requires the board of visitors of 
each baccalaureate public institution of higher education, 
except Virginia Military Institute, Norfolk State University, 
and Virginia State University, to adopt policies prohibiting the 
annual enrollment of full-time equivalent undergraduate non-
Virginia students from exceeding 30 percent of the total annual 
enrollment of full-time equivalent undergraduate students 
unless the board, after covering the cost to educate each full-
time equivalent undergraduate non-Virginia student that 
exceeds such 30 percent cap with tuition revenue from such 
students, uses any remaining tuition revenue from such stu-
dents to lower in equal amounts the rate of tuition and fees 
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charged to each undergraduate Virginia student. The bill 
declares that the governing board of each public institution of 
higher education has a duty to the Commonwealth and its citi-
zens. 
Patron - Albo

HB1434  Tuition Assistance Grant Program; eligi-
ble institutions; student speech and expression. Requires 
each nonprofit private institution of higher education otherwise 
eligible to participate in the Tuition Assistance Grant Program 
to guarantee in writing, in its student handbook or a similar 
publication, freedom of speech and expression for enrolled stu-
dents in order to be considered an eligible institution for the 
Program.  
Patron - Head

HB1447  Higher education; student housing; sub-
stance abuse recovery housing program. Requires, by July 1, 
2021, certain baccalaureate public institutions of higher educa-
tion to establish a substance abuse recovery housing program 
to provide recovering students with a substance-free dormitory 
environment and appropriate support services. The bill allows 
participating institutions to designate a portion of a dormitory, 
and states that no participating institution shall be required to 
designate an entire dormitory, for such program.   
Patron - Miyares

HB1452  Public institutions of higher education; 
graduation requirements; course in Western civilization or 
U.S. history. Requires each student at each public institution 
of higher education in the Commonwealth to complete a three 
credit hour course in Western civilization or U.S. history. The 
bill exempts from such requirement any student who has 
received a score of 4 or better on an Advanced Placement 
examination in U.S. history.   
Patron - Miyares

HB1724 Eligibility for in-state tuition charges; 
members of the Virginia National Guard who reside in the 
Commonwealth. Declares eligible for in-state tuition charges 
any member of the Virginia National Guard who resides in the 
Commonwealth, regardless of the domicile of such individual. 
The bill removes the current requirement that guard members 
be mobilized or on temporary active orders for 180 days or 
more in order to be eligible for in-state tuition charges. 
Patron - Anderson

HB1857 Eligibility for in-state tuition; certain indi-
viduals who have applied for permanent residency; certain 
individuals approved under deferred action programs. 
Declares eligible for in-state tuition any individual who (i) 
attended a public or private high school in the Commonwealth 
for at least three years; (ii) graduated from a public or private 
high school in the Commonwealth or passed a high school 
equivalency examination approved by the Board of Education; 
(iii) registers as an entering student or is enrolled in a public 
institution of higher education; (iv) provides an affidavit to the 
public institution of higher education in which he has regis-
tered as an entering student or is enrolled stating that he has 
filed an application to become a permanent resident of the 
United States and is actively pursuing such permanent resi-
dency or will do so as soon as he becomes eligible for such per-

manent residency; and (v) submits evidence to the institution at 
which he has registered as an entering student or is enrolled 
that he, or in the case of a dependent student, at least one par-
ent, guardian, or person standing in loco parentis, has filed, 
unless exempted by state law, Virginia income tax returns for at 
least three years prior to the date of registration as an entering 
student or enrollment. The bill provides that any such individ-
ual shall remain eligible for in-state tuition for as long as he 
maintains continuous enrollment in the public institution of 
higher education and his application for permanent residency 
has not been denied. The bill also prohibits any student who 
became eligible for in-state tuition as a result of his lawful 
presence in the United States pursuant to approval under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program or any other 
federal deferred action program from being deemed ineligible 
for in-state tuition by virtue of the elimination or modification 
of any such program. 
Patron - Lopez

HB1886  Public institutions of higher education; 
admission of undergraduate students domiciled in the 
Commonwealth. Requires the governing board of each public 
institution of higher education, except for the Virginia Military 
Institute, Norfolk State University, and Virginia State Univer-
sity, to establish policies requiring that at least 75 percent of 
undergraduate students admitted to the institution have estab-
lished domicile in the Commonwealth. The bill requires each 
such governing board to recover any lost revenue caused by 
this requirement by increasing the tuition charged to under-
graduate non-Virginia students. The bill requires compliance 
with such requirements and policies beginning no later than 
June 30, 2022.  
Patron - Hugo

HB1887  Public institutions of higher education; 
tuition assistance for non-Virginia students; proceeds from 
state debt and revenues generated from state taxes and 
fees. Prohibits each public institution of higher education from 
using any proceeds from state debt or revenues generated from 
state taxes and fees that are appropriated to such institution to 
offer any form of tuition assistance to any non-Virginia student 
and requires each public institution of higher education to sep-
arately account for such proceeds and revenues and provide a 
report of expenditures from such account to the House Com-
mittee on Appropriations and the Senate Committee on 
Finance upon the request of such committees.  
Patron - Hugo

HB1892  Governing board of public institution of 
higher education; independent audit. Requires the governing 
board of each public institution of higher education to submit 
the annual financial statements for the fiscal year ending the 
preceding June 30 and the accounts and status of any ongoing 
capital projects to a certified public accounting firm for the 
independent audit of such statements at the expense of the 
institution.  
Patron - Miyares

HB1916  Virginia Student Loan Authority estab-
lished. Establishes the Virginia Student Loan Authority, to be 
governed by a 10-member board, for the purpose of developing 
and implementing a program by which (i) each individual who 
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incurred qualified education loan debt as a Virginia student at a 
public institution of higher education or private institution of 
higher education and who is eligible, on the basis of criteria 
established by the Authority that are substantially similar to 
criteria used by private lenders in the Commonwealth to evalu-
ate student eligibility for an unsecured personal loan at market 
rates, may receive a loan from the Authority to refinance all or 
part of his qualified education loans, as that term is defined in 
relevant federal law, and (ii) each Virginia student who is eligi-
ble, on the basis of criteria established by the Authority that are 
substantially similar to criteria used by private lenders in the 
Commonwealth to evaluate student eligibility for an unsecured 
personal loan at market rates, may receive a direct qualified 
education loan from the Authority to attend a public institution 
of higher education or private institution of higher education.  
Patron - Simon

HB2001  Immigration enforcement at public insti-
tutions of higher education. Requires the governing board 
and each employee of each public institution of higher educa-
tion to cooperate in the enforcement of federal law by U.S. 
Customs and Immigration Enforcement on the institution's 
campus, in any noncampus building or property, and on public 
property, as such terms are defined in relevant state law.  
Patron - Poindexter

HB2004  Governing board of public institutions of 
higher education; annual executive summary; enrollment 
and financial assistance data for certain students. Requires 
the annual executive summary submitted by the governing 
board of each public institution of higher education to the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Governor to indicate the number of 
undergraduate students enrolled full time who are not citizens 
of the United States and the number of such students who 
receive annual financial assistance to attend such institution in 
an amount greater than 25 percent of the total annual cost of 
full-time undergraduate Virginia student tuition and room and 
board.  
Patron - Poindexter

HB2260  Baccalaureate public institutions of 
higher education; ombudsmen. Requires each baccalaureate 
public institution of higher education in the Commonwealth to 
employ a full-time ombudsman to provide confidential and 
independent assistance to faculty, staff, and students in resolv-
ing complaints, conflicts, disputes, and other problems.  
Patron - Villanueva

HB2299   Comprehensive community colleges; tui-
tion grants. Provides that certain Virginia students who were 
in foster care or in the custody of the Department of Social Ser-
vices or considered a special needs adoption and are enrolled in 
a noncredit workforce credential training program in a compre-
hensive community college may qualify for a grant for the pay-
ment of tuition and fees.      
Patron - LaRock

HB2344  In-state tuition; domicile; individuals 
granted Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. Declares, 
absent congressional intent to the contrary, that any individual 
granted Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals by U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services has the capacity to intend to 

remain in the Commonwealth indefinitely and is therefore eli-
gible to establish domicile and receive in-state tuition charges 
at any public institution of higher education in the Common-
wealth.  
Patron - Kory

HB2357  Virginia Military Survivors and Depen-
dents Education Program; eligibility. Extends the benefits of 
the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Pro-
gram to the spouse or child of a veteran with at least a 90 per-
cent permanent, service-related disability. Under current law, 
the spouse or child would be eligible for benefits only if the 
veteran's disability was incurred during military operations 
against terrorism, on a peacekeeping mission, as a result of a 
terrorist act, or in any armed conflict. The bill also requires the 
Department of Veterans Services to define "armed conflict" 
pursuant to regulation.  
Patron - Torian

HB2426  Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Pro-
gram; eligibility; renewal; amount of grants. Changes the 
student eligibility criteria for Virginia Guaranteed Assistance 
Program grants by removing the requirement that the recipient 
be a dependent and by requiring the recipient to be enrolled full 
time. The bill places the following condition of renewal of Pro-
gram grants: (i) no recipient shall receive a subsequent grant 
until he has satisfied the requirements to advance to the next 
class level; (ii) no recipient shall receive more than one year of 
support per class level for a maximum total of two years of 
support at an associate-degree-granting public institution of 
higher education or more than one year of support per class 
level for a maximum total of four years of support at a bacca-
laureate public institution of higher education; and (iii) no 
recipient shall receive more than a combined lifetime total of 
four years of support. The bill permits public institutions of 
higher education to use Program funds to provide larger 
awards to students in a higher class level or to students who 
enroll in 15 or more credit hours per semester. The provisions 
of the bill become effective beginning with the first-time enter-
ing freshman class of the fall 2018 academic year.   
Patron - Sickles

SB955  Certain educational institutions; designation 
of governing boards. Renames as boards of trustees the 
boards of visitors of certain educational institutions in the 
Commonwealth, including baccalaureate public institutions of 
higher education.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB985  Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits 
any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees 
for undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of 
higher education that exceeds the annual percentage increase, 
as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, in the Average Consumer Price Index for all items, all 
urban consumers (CPI-U), as published by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor, from January 1 
through December 31 of the year immediately preceding the 
affected year.  
Patron - DeSteph
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SB986  Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits 
any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees 
for undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of 
higher education that exceeds the annual percentage increase, 
as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, in the national average wage index as defined in 
§ 209(k)(1) of the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 409(k)(1), of 
the calendar year immediately preceding the affected year.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB987  Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits 
any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional fees 
for undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions of 
higher education that exceeds the annual percentage increase, 
as determined by the State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia, of the median household income in the Common-
wealth established by the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, of the calendar year immediately preced-
ing the affected year.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1087  Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohib-
its, without the prior statutory approval of the General Assem-
bly, any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional 
fees for undergraduate students at Virginia's public institutions 
of higher education that exceeds twice the annual percentage 
increase, as determined by the State Council of Higher Educa-
tion for Virginia, in the Average Consumer Price Index for all 
items, all urban consumers (CPI-U), as published by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor, 
from January 1 through December 31 of the year immediately 
preceding the affected year.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1088  Public institutions of higher education; 
fixed four-year tuition rate. Requires the governing boards of 
baccalaureate public institutions of higher education to annu-
ally establish an in-state tuition rate class cap that identifies the 
annual amount that the cost of in-state tuition will not exceed 
for each of the following four years. The bill prohibits the cost 
of in-state tuition from exceeding the class rate cap for an in-
state student in the relevant class.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1121  Dependents of certain military personnel; 
in-state tuition. Provides that dependents of active duty mili-
tary personnel and veterans who are eligible to receive educa-
tional assistance under the Post-9/11 G.I. Bill and have 
transferred the educational assistance to the dependent are eli-
gible to receive in-state tuition if the military personnel or vet-
eran within the last five years was (i) assigned to a permanent 
duty station or workplace in the Commonwealth, the District of 
Columbia, or a state contiguous to the Commonwealth and 
resided in the Commonwealth; (ii) assigned unaccompanied 
orders and immediately prior to receiving such unaccompanied 
orders was assigned to a permanent duty station or workplace 
in the Commonwealth, the District of Columbia, or a state con-
tiguous to the Commonwealth and resided in the Common-
wealth; or (iii) assigned unaccompanied orders with the 
Commonwealth listed as the designated place move.  
Patron - McPike

SB1346  Associate-degree-granting institutions; 
transfer credit information. Requires each associate-degree-
granting institution of higher education to (i) designate in its 
course catalog each course that is offered in an associate 
degree program at such institution and is transferable for 
course credit to a baccalaureate public institution of higher 
education and (ii) provide information on the State Transfer 
Tool to all enrolled students.  
Patron - Surovell

SB1353  Higher education; members of governing 
boards; duties. Provides that the primary duty of any member 
of a governing board of a public institution of higher education 
is to the Commonwealth. The bill requires that the educational 
programs for the governing boards of public institutions of 
higher education, developed by the State Council of Higher 
Education for Virginia, shall include presentations on such pri-
mary duty.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1379  Public institutions of higher education; 
tuition. Requires the governing board of a public institution of 
higher education to implement a plan to reduce in-state tuition 
over the next five years if the total of any budget surpluses or 
cash reserves is greater than 150 percent of its cost of educa-
tion for the total enrollment in actual attendance during the fis-
cal year.   
Patron - Petersen

SB1389  Institutions of higher education; letter cer-
tifying good standing of certain students. Requires institu-
tions of higher education that include notations on the 
transcripts of students who have been suspended for, have been 
permanently dismissed for, or withdraw from the institution 
while under investigation for offenses involving sexual vio-
lence under the institution's code, rules, or set of standards gov-
erning student conduct to require the dean of students or 
similar such individual at any other institution of higher educa-
tion within or outside the Commonwealth to submit to it a let-
ter certifying the good standing of any student who seeks 
admission to the institution that requires the letter of certifica-
tion and who, at the time such student withdraws from the 
other institution of higher education within or outside the Com-
monwealth, is determined to be in good standing according to 
the institution's code, rules, or set of standards governing such 
a determination and is not under investigation or subject to any 
pending institutional proceedings for a violation of the institu-
tion's code, rules, or set of standards governing student con-
duct.    
Patron - Mason

SB1405  Public institutions of higher education; 
notice of proposed tuition increase. Prohibits the governing 
board of a public institution of higher education from approv-
ing an increase in tuition or mandatory fees without first pub-
lishing in a prominent location on the institution's website a 
brief synopsis of the proposed increase including an explana-
tion of the need for such increase and the maximum potential 
amount of such increase and notice of the date, time, and loca-
tion of any vote on the increase at least 30 days prior to such 
vote. The bill requires a copy of the synopsis and the notice to 
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be emailed to each student and requires that public comment be 
accepted at any hearing on the increase.    
Patron - Surovell

SB1450  Possession of concealed handguns; con-
cealed handgun permit holders at public institutions of 
higher education. Allows any firefighter, person employed as 
search and rescue personnel, person employed as emergency 
medical services personnel, certified campus security officer, 
or student, employee, contractor, vendor, or faculty member of 
a public institution of higher education that participates in a 
Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) program who pos-
sesses a valid Virginia concealed handgun permit or a con-
cealed handgun permit from another state that is recognized by 
Virginia to carry a concealed handgun on the property of, in 
buildings owned by, or at events hosted at public institutions of 
higher education.   
Patron - Chase

SB1565 Public institutions of higher education; tui-
tion increases. Prohibits any percentage increase in in-state 
tuition or instructional fees for undergraduate students at Vir-
ginia's public institutions of higher education that exceeds the 
state-mandated salary percentage increase for state employees 
of the immediately preceding year. 

Patron - Wagner

Insurance

Passed

HB1450 Pharmacy freedom of choice. Provides that 
if a pharmacy has provided notice through an intermediary of 
its agreement to accept reimbursements at rates applicable to 
preferred providers, the insurer or its intermediary may elect to 
respond directly to the pharmacy instead of the intermediary. 
The measure does not require a carrier to contract with a phar-
macy's intermediary and does not prohibit an insurer or its 
intermediary from contracting with or disclosing confidential 
information to a pharmacy's intermediary. 
Patron - Ware

HB1471  Reinsurance credits. Authorizes the State 
Corporation Commission to adopt regulations specifying addi-
tional requirements relating to or setting forth the valuation of 
assets or reserve credits, the amount and forms of security sup-
porting certain reinsurance arrangements, and the circum-
stances pursuant to which credit will be reduced or eliminated. 
The measure adopts revisions to the Credit for Reinsurance 
Model Law adopted by the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners. The revisions adjust the reinsurance collateral 
requirements for certified reinsurers.  
Patron - Ware

HB1532 Fire Programs Fund. Increases the share of 
certain moneys in the Fund to be allocated to localities for the 
improvement of volunteer and career fire services from 75 per-
cent to 80 percent. The measure has a delayed effective date of 

January 1, 2018. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.
Patron - Wright

HB1656 Health insurance; proton radiation ther-
apy coverage decisions. Prohibits health insurance policies 
and plans from holding proton radiation therapy to a higher 
standard of clinical evidence for benefit coverage decisions 
than is applied for other types of radiation therapy treatment. 
The measure applies to policies and plans that provide cover-
age for cancer therapy. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1835 Information about a decedent's life insur-
ance policy. Allows a funeral service provider to request, and 
allows a life insurer to provide, information about a deceased 
person's life insurance policy, including the name and contact 
information of any beneficiaries of record. The measure does 
not require a life insurer to provide information that is confi-
dential or protected. The bill requires a funeral service provider 
to whom such information is provided to make all reasonable 
efforts to contact all beneficiaries of record, if the beneficiary 
is not the decedent's estate, within four calendar days of receiv-
ing such information and provide to the beneficiaries all infor-
mation provided to the funeral service provider by the 
insurance carrier. The bill also requires the funeral service pro-
vider to inform the beneficiaries that the beneficiary of a life 
insurance policy has no legal duty or obligation to pay any 
amounts associated with the provision of funeral services or 
the debts or obligations of the deceased. 
Patron - Orrock

HB2037 Health insurance; calculation of cost-shar-
ing provisions. Provides that when there is no amount actually 
paid or payable by a health insurer, health services plan, or 
health maintenance organization to a provider for the services 
provided, the insurer, health services plan, or health mainte-
nance organization shall use such insurer's, health services 
plan's, or health maintenance organization's pre-established 
allowed amount to calculate the amount payable by the insured 
for such services. 
Patron - Miller

HB2102 Insurance regulation; corporate gover-
nance annual disclosures. Requires each insurer domiciled in 
the Commonwealth, or the insurance group of which the 
insurer is a member, to submit to the State Corporation Com-
mission (SCC) a Corporate Governance Annual Disclosure 
(CGAD). The CGAD is a confidential report containing mate-
rial information related to an insurer or insurance group's inter-
nal operations that permits the SCC to gain an understanding of 
the insurer's or insurance group's corporate governance struc-
ture, policies, and practices,. The measure sets out require-
ments for completing and submitting a CGAD with the SCC 
and provides for the confidential treatment of the CGAD and 
related information. The measure has a delayed effective date 
of January 1, 2018.  
Patron - Byron

HB2267 Health benefit plans; coverage for hor-
monal contraceptives. Requires any health benefit plan that is 
amended, renewed, or delivered on or after January 1, 2018, 
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that provides coverage for hormonal contraceptives to cover up 
to a 12-month supply of hormonal contraceptives when dis-
pensed or furnished at one time for a covered person or at a 
location licensed or otherwise authorized to dispense drugs or 
supplies. Such a plan is prohibited, in the absence of clinical 
contraindications, from imposing utilization controls or other 
forms of medical management limiting the supply of hormonal 
contraceptives that may be dispensed or furnished by a pro-
vider or pharmacy, or at a location licensed or otherwise autho-
rized to dispense drugs or supplies, to an amount that is less 
than a 12-month supply. The measure does not require a pro-
vider to prescribe, furnish, or dispense 12 months of self-
administered hormonal contraceptives at one time. The mea-
sure also provides that it shall not be construed to exclude cov-
erage for hormonal contraceptives as prescribed by a provider 
for reasons other than contraceptive purposes, such as decreas-
ing the risk of ovarian cancer or eliminating symptoms of 
menopause, or for contraception that is necessary to preserve 
the life or health of an enrollee. 
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2318 Virginia Birth-Related Neurological 
Injury Compensation Program. Removes from the definition 
of "birth-related neurological injury" a provision that the defi-
nition shall apply retroactively to any child born on and after 
January 1, 1988, who suffers from an injury to the brain or spi-
nal cord caused by the deprivation of oxygen or mechanical 
injury occurring in the course of labor, delivery, or resuscita-
tion in the immediate postdelivery period in a hospital. The 
measure includes an enactment clause stating that its provi-
sions are declarative of existing law. The bill has a delayed 
effective date of January 1, 2018.
Patron - Stolle

HB2411 Health insurance; reinstating pre-Afford-
able Care Act provisions. Repeals provisions that were added, 
and restores provisions that were amended or repealed, by the 
General Assembly since 2011 in efforts to bring the laws of the 
Commonwealth in conformity with requirements of the federal 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. The measure will 
become effective on the later of July 1, 2017, or the effective 
date of federal legislation repealing the Act.  This bill was 
vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Byron

HB2422 Insurance institutions and agents; notice 
of financial information collection and disclosure practices.
Creates an exemption from the requirement that insurance 
institutions and agents provide policyholders with an annual 
notice of financial information collection and disclosure prac-
tices in connection with insurance transactions. The exemption 
applies when the insurance institution or agent provides non-
public personal information to nonaffiliated third parties only 
in accordance with § 38.2-613 and has not changed its policies 
and practices with regard to disclosing nonpublic financial 
information from the policies and practices that were disclosed 
in the most recent notice sent to the policyholder.
Patron - Hugo

SB994  Insurance assessments; refunds of overpay-
ments. Authorizes the State Corporation Commission to 
refund assessment overpayments to insurers and surplus line 

brokers without issuing a refund order. The measure conforms 
these procedures to other refunding provisions administered by 
the Bureau of Insurance.    
Patron - Dance

SB1074 Automobile clubs; insurance. Provides that 
a service agreement offered by an automobile club does not 
constitute insurance. The measure also provides that the types 
of services related to motor travel or to the operation, use, or 
maintenance of a motor vehicle that may be supplied by an 
automobile club are not limited to towing service, emergency 
road service, indemnification service, guaranteed arrest bond 
certificate service, discount service, financial service, theft ser-
vice, map service, or touring service. 
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1158 Insurance; reciprocals. Allows a foreign 
reciprocal to obtain a license to transact the business of insur-
ance in the Commonwealth if an affiliate of the foreign recip-
rocal is licensed to write the class of insurance it proposes to 
write in Virginia and is writing actively that class of insurance 
in its state of domicile or at least two other states. The measure 
also provides that a foreign or alien reciprocal is prohibited 
from transacting the business of insurance in Virginia until it 
obtains from the State Corporation Commission both a certifi-
cate of authority and a license to transact the business of insur-
ance in the Commonwealth. 
Patron - Reeves

Failed

HB1393  Direct primary care agreements. Provides 
that the Commonwealth's insurance laws do not apply to direct 
primary care agreements. The measure further provides that (i) 
a direct primary care practice is not subject to the jurisdiction 
of the State Corporation Commission (SCC) and is not 
required to obtain a certificate of authority or license to market, 
sell, or offer to sell a direct primary care agreement; (ii) enter-
ing into a direct primary care agreement shall not be consid-
ered to be engaging in the business of insurance; and (iii) a 
direct primary care agreement is not a contract of insurance 
and is not subject to regulation by the SCC. The bill defines a 
direct primary care agreement as an agreement entered into 
between a health care provider and an individual patient under 
which the provider charges a predetermined fee as consider-
ation for providing primary care to the patient, subject to cer-
tain conditions. A direct primary care practice is prohibited 
from submitting a claim to an insurer with respect to services 
provided to direct primary care patients covered by their direct 
primary care agreement, unless the services are outside the 
scope of the agreement.   
Patron - Landes

HB1749  Accident and sickness insurance rate fil-
ings; agent commissions. Requires that premium rate filings 
for certain health benefit plans include a description of agent 
commissions and any limitations or exceptions as they relate to 
the payment of such commissions. The State Corporation 
Commission is required to review and approve rates for acci-
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dent and sickness insurance policies offered in certain individ-
ual and small group markets.   
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1755  Step therapy protocols; disclosures. 
Requires health insurers that limit coverage for prescription 
drugs through the use of a step therapy protocol to have in 
place a process for a prescribing provider to request an over-
ride of the protocol for a patient. A step therapy protocol is a 
protocol or program that establishes the specific sequence in 
which prescription drugs for a specified medical condition are 
medically appropriate for a particular patient and are covered 
by a health benefit plan or that conditions coverage of a pre-
scription medication on a patient first trying an alternative 
medication without success. The measure requires the granting 
of a step therapy protocol override in certain circumstances. 
Finally, the measure requires an insurer that offers a health 
benefit plan that uses a step therapy protocol to provide (i) 
written notice of a determination that the protocol requires 
denial of coverage of a provider's selected prescription drug, 
(ii) an explanation of the basis for such determination, and (iii) 
notice of the procedures for submitting a request for an over-
ride of the restrictions of the step therapy protocol.  
Patron - Davis

HB1813  Health insurance; assignment of benefits. 
Prohibits insurers issuing individual or group accident and 
sickness insurance policies providing hospital, medical and 
surgical, or major medical coverage on an expense-incurred 
basis, corporations providing individual or group accident and 
sickness subscription contracts, health maintenance organiza-
tions providing health care plans for health care services, and 
dental services plans offering or administering prepaid dental 
services from refusing to accept assignments of benefits exe-
cuted by covered individuals in favor of health care providers 
and hospitals. The measure defines an assignment of benefits 
as the transfer of health care coverage reimbursement benefits 
or other rights under an insurance policy, subscription contract, 
or health care plan by an insured, subscriber, or plan enrollee to 
a health care provider or hospital.  
Patron - Leftwich

HB1985  Health benefit plans; sale by authorized 
foreign health insurers. Establishes a procedure by which the 
State Corporation Commission may authorize health insurers 
licensed to sell health benefit plans in any other state to sell 
health benefit plans in Virginia without obtaining a license to 
engage in the business of insurance in Virginia or complying 
with other requirements applicable to Virginia-licensed insur-
ers. A health benefit plan sold by an authorized foreign health 
insurer is not be required to include state-mandated health ben-
efits. The measure establishes criteria to be used by the Com-
mission in determining whether to authorize a foreign health 
insurer to sell, offer, or provide a health benefit plan in the 
Commonwealth. The measure authorizes the Commission to 
conduct market conduct and solvency examinations of any for-
eign health insurer that has applied for, or has received, autho-
rization to sell health benefit plans in Virginia. The measure 
also specifies disclosures that an authorized foreign health 
insurer is required to include in applications and policies. The 
measure has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2018.  
Patron - Webert

HB1995 Health insurance; coverage for autism 
spectrum disorder. Requires health insurers, health care sub-
scription plans, and health maintenance organizations to pro-
vide coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of autism 
spectrum disorder in individuals of any age. Currently, such 
coverage is required to be provided for individuals from age 
two through age 10. The provision applies with respect to 
insurance policies, subscription contracts, and health care plans 
delivered, issued for delivery, reissued, or extended on or after 
January 1, 2018.
Patron - Greason

HB2103  Health benefit exchange. Repeals provi-
sions that direct the State Corporation Commission and Vir-
ginia Department of Health to perform plan management 
functions, including rate review, as required for participation in 
the federal health benefit exchange established pursuant to the 
federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (the Act). 
Other provisions that refer to the federal health benefit 
exchange are also eliminated. The measure shall become effec-
tive 60 days after the date that the provisions of the Act that 
provide for the establishment of a federally operated health 
benefit exchange are repealed or otherwise become unenforce-
able.   
Patron - Byron

HB2233 Health benefit plans offered by foreign 
health insurers. Authorizes any foreign health insurer to sell 
individual or group health benefit plans in the Commonwealth 
if it is approved to sell such plans in the foreign health insurer's 
domiciliary state. The measure establishes requirements appli-
cable to such benefit plans, including provisions for registra-
tion, disclosure, marketing, and financial condition. The 
measure has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018. 
Patron - Cline

HB2346  Insurance agent licensing; motor vehicle 
rental contract enrollers and motor vehicle rental contract 
insurance agents. Excludes motor vehicle rental contract 
enrollers from the licensing requirements applicable to insur-
ance agents. The measure also provides that "motor vehicle 
rental contract enroller" includes an authorized representative 
of a motor vehicle rental company. The measure qualifies the 
condition that motor vehicle rental contract enrollers not 
receive a direct or indirect commission from the insurer, the 
renter, or the vehicle rental company to instances where the 
commission is based solely on the sale of insurance coverages 
permitted to be offered by a motor vehicle rental contract 
insurance agent. Finally, the measure changes the definition of 
"motor vehicle rental contract insurance agent" to mean the 
designee of a motor vehicle rental company who is licensed as 
an agent to solicit, negotiate, procure, or effect certain insur-
ance coverages.  
Patron - Yancey

HB2400 Drug pricing benchmark value. Requires 
health insurers and other carriers to utilize the same drug pric-
ing benchmark value to reimburse providers, to charge the 
sponsor of a health plan, and to develop premiums for a health 
benefit plan. The measure defines a drug pricing benchmark 
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value as the base price of a prescription drug from which the 
carrier may deviate for reimbursement purposes.
Patron - Head

SB1166 Insurance; preauthorization for abuse-
deterrent opioids. Requires any health carrier offering a 
health benefit plan that covers prescription drugs and applies a 
formulary to such coverage to offer in its formulary at least two 
classes of abuse-deterrent opioids as a tier 1 option that does 
not require the prescribing provider to utilize a preauthoriza-
tion process. 
Patron - Reeves

SB1213  Insurance notices. Requires that the policy 
owner, contract owner, or plan owner under an individual pol-
icy, contract, or plan of life insurance, an annuity, or accident 
and sickness insurance be sent written notice by registered or 
certified mail prior to the date that the policy, contract, or plan 
will lapse for failure to pay premiums due.  
Patron - DeSteph

SB1301  Health insurance; balance billing. Autho-
rizes a health care provider that does not participate in a health 
insurance carrier's provider network to bill an individual cov-
ered under a health benefit plan issued by the carrier for the 
balance of the provider's fees and charges remaining due after 
any payment by the carrier or other third party payer only if the 
covered person and the nonparticipating provider have entered 
into an express contract under which the covered person has 
undertaken to pay such balance. The measure establishes 
requirements for express contracts. If the covered person and 
nonparticipating provider have not entered into an express con-
tract prior to the provision of the service, the measure provides 
that the covered person is obligated by an implied contract to 
pay the reasonable value of the health care services provided 
by the nonparticipating provider, less any other amounts 
received. The measure has a delayed effective date of January 
1, 2018.   
Patron - Vogel

SB1326   Medicare supplement policies for individ-
uals under age 65. Requires insurers issuing Medicare supple-
ment policies in the Commonwealth to offer the opportunity of 
enrolling in a Medicare supplement policy to any individual 
who resides in the Commonwealth, is enrolled in Medicare 
Part B, and is eligible for Medicare by reason of disability not 
to include individuals with end-stage renal disease. The provi-
sions of the measure are applicable to health plans and health 
maintenance organizations.  
Patron - Carrico

SB1351  Medicare supplement policies for individ-
uals under age 65. Requires insurers issuing Medicare supple-
ment policies in the Commonwealth to offer the opportunity of 
enrolling in a Medicare supplement policy to any individual 
who resides in the Commonwealth, is enrolled in Medicare 
Part B, and is under age 65 and eligible for Medicare by reason 
of disability.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1408 Step therapy protocols. Requires health ben-
efit plans that restrict the use of any prescription drug through 
the use of a step therapy protocol to have in place a clear, con-
venient, and expeditious process for a prescribing medical pro-
vider to request an override of such restrictions for a patient. A 
step therapy protocol is a protocol or program that establishes 
the specific sequence in which prescription drugs for a speci-
fied medical condition are medically appropriate for a particu-
lar covered person and are covered by a health benefit plan or 
that conditions coverage of a prescription medication on a 
patient first trying an alternative medication without success. 
The measure requires the granting of a step therapy protocol 
override if (i) the required prescription drug is contraindicated 
or will likely cause an adverse reaction or physical or mental 
harm to the patient; (ii) the required prescription drug is 
expected to be ineffective on the basis of the known relevant 
physical or mental characteristics of the covered person and the 
known characteristics of the prescription drug regimen; (iii) the 
covered person has tried the required prescription drug while 
under his current or a previous health benefit plan or another 
prescription drug in the same pharmacologic class or with the 
same mechanism of action and such prescription drug was dis-
continued due to lack of efficacy or effectiveness, diminished 
effect, or an adverse event; or (iv) the required prescription 
drug is not in the best interest of the covered person, based on 
medical appropriateness.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1446  Insurance agent licensing; motor vehicle 
rental contract enrollers and motor vehicle rental contract 
insurance agents. Excludes motor vehicle rental contract 
enrollers from the licensing requirements applicable to insur-
ance agents. The measure also provides that "motor vehicle 
rental contract enroller" includes an authorized representative 
of a motor vehicle rental company. The measure qualifies the 
condition that motor vehicle rental contract enrollers not 
receive a direct or indirect commission from the insurer, the 
renter, or the vehicle rental company to instances where the 
commission is based solely on the sale of insurance coverages 
permitted to be offered by a motor vehicle rental contract 
insurance agent. Finally, the measure changes the definition of 
"motor vehicle rental contract insurance agent" to mean the 
designee of a motor vehicle rental company who is licensed as 
an agent to solicit, negotiate, procure, or effect certain insur-
ance coverages.  
Patron - Chafin

SB1513   Health insurance; assignment of benefits. 
Prohibits insurers issuing individual or group accident and 
sickness insurance policies providing hospital, medical and 
surgical, or major medical coverage on an expense-incurred 
basis, corporations providing individual or group accident and 
sickness subscription contracts, health maintenance organiza-
tions providing health care plans for health care services, and 
dental services plans offering or administering prepaid dental 
services from refusing to accept assignments of benefits exe-
cuted by covered individuals in favor of health care providers 
and hospitals. The measure defines an assignment of benefits 
as the transfer of health care coverage reimbursement benefits 
or other rights under an insurance policy, subscription contract, 
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or health care plan by an insured, subscriber, or plan enrollee to 
a health care provider or hospital.  
Patron - Wagner

SB1590 Health insurance; coverage for autism 
spectrum disorder. Requires health insurers, health care sub-
scription plans, and health maintenance organizations to pro-
vide coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of autism 
spectrum disorder in individuals from age two through age 12. 
Currently, such coverage is required to be provided for individ-
uals from age two through age 10. The provision applies with 
respect to insurance policies, subscription contracts, and health 
care plans delivered, issued for delivery, reissued, or extended 
on or after January 1, 2018.
Patron - Wagner

Labor and Employment

Passed

HB1394 Employees; franchisees excluded. Provides 
that, notwithstanding any voluntary agreement between the 
U.S. Department of Labor and the franchisee or franchisor, nei-
ther a franchisee nor a franchisee's employee shall be deemed 
to be an employee of the franchisee's franchisor. The measure 
also provides that this exclusion does not apply with respect to 
a specific claim for relief made by a franchisee or a franchisee's 
employee if the franchisor has been found by a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction to have exercised a type or degree of control 
over the franchisee or the franchisee's employees not customar-
ily exercised by a franchisor for the purpose of protecting the 
franchisor's trademarks and brand. This bill was vetoed by the 
Governor.
Patron - Head

HB1883 Occupational health and safety laws; 
amount of civil penalties. Increases the maximum amount of 
civil penalties that may be assessed by the Commissioner of 
Labor and Industry for certain violations of occupational safety 
and health laws from $7,000 to $12,471 and for willful or 
repeated violations of such laws from $70,000 to $124,709. 
The measure also requires the Commissioner annually to 
increase the maximum civil penalty amounts, starting in 2018, 
by an amount that reflects the percentage increase, if any, in the 
consumer price index from the previous calendar year. This bill 
is identical to SB 1542. 
Patron - Kilgore

SB1542 Occupational health and safety laws; 
amount of civil penalties. Increases the maximum amount of 
civil penalties that may be assessed by the Commissioner of 
Labor and Industry for certain violations of occupational safety 
and health laws from $7,000 to $12,471 and for willful or 
repeated violations of such laws from $70,000 to $124,709. 
The measure also requires the Commissioner annually to 
increase the maximum civil penalty amounts, starting in 2018, 
by an amount that reflects the percentage increase, if any, in the 

consumer price index from the previous calendar year. This bill 
is identical to HB 1883.
Patron - Saslaw

Failed

HB1444  Minimum wage. Increases the minimum 
wage from its current federally mandated level of $7.25 per 
hour to $10.00 per hour effective July 1, 2017, to $12.50 per 
hour effective July 1, 2019, and to $15.00 per hour effective 
July 1, 2021, unless a higher minimum wage is required by the 
federal Fair Labor Standards Act.   
Patron - Rasoul

HB1445  Payment of wages and salaries; prepaid 
cards. Eliminates the ability of an employer to pay wages and 
salaries to an employee by credit to a prepaid debit card or card 
account without the employee's consent. Under current law, an 
employer may pay wages and salaries to an employee by credit 
to a prepaid debit card or card account without the employee's 
consent if the employee does not designate an account at a 
financial institution to which payment may be sent by auto-
mated fund transfer. This measure allows payment of wages to 
be made by credit to a prepaid debit card or card account if the 
employee affirmatively consents and the employer discloses 
any applicable fees.  
Patron - Ward

HB1771  Minimum wage. Increases the minimum 
wage from its current federally mandated level of $7.25 per 
hour to $10.10 per hour effective January 1, 2018, unless a 
higher minimum wage is required by the federal Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA). Effective January 1, 2020, the mini-
mum wage shall be adjusted biennially to reflect annual 
increases in the consumer price index over the two most recent 
calendar years. The measure also provides that the Virginia 
minimum wage applies to persons whose employment is cov-
ered by the FLSA.  
Patron - Plum

HB1868  Child labor; tobacco farms. Prohibits any 
person from employing a child under the age of 18 to work in 
direct contact with tobacco plants or dried tobacco leaves 
unless (i) the owner of the farm or other location at which such 
work is conducted is the child's parent, grandparent, or legal 
guardian or (ii) the child's parent or legal guardian has con-
sented in writing to such employment.  
Patron - Lopez

HB2190  Wage or salary history inquiries prohib-
ited; civil penalty. Prohibits a prospective employer from (i) 
requiring as a condition of employment that a prospective 
employee provide or disclose the prospective employee's wage 
or salary history or (ii) seeking the wage or salary history of a 
prospective employee from the prospective employee's current 
or former employers. Violations are subject to a civil penalty 
not to exceed $100 per violation.   
Patron - Boysko
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HB2202  Employment; abusive work environment.
Prohibits an employer from (i) permitting an employee to be 
subjected to an abusive work environment, (ii) subjecting an 
employee to an abusive work environment, or (iii) retaliating 
against an employee because the employee brings or partici-
pates in an action, investigation, or proceeding related to the 
abusive work environment. The measure also prohibits the 
employer's agent or a coworker from subjecting an employee 
to an abusive work environment. The bill defines "abusive 
work environment" as a workplace in which an employee is 
subjected to abusive conduct severe enough to cause physical 
or psychological harm. The bill provides that an aggrieved 
employee may bring a private cause of action. In such a pro-
ceeding, the court may order injunctive relief; reinstatement; 
removal of any offending party from the employee's work 
environment; compensation for lost wages, benefits, and other 
remuneration; compensation for medical costs and emotional 
duress; punitive damages; and reasonable costs and attorney 
fees. Punitive damages are not allowed if the violation does not 
include an adverse employment action against the employee or 
result in lost work time, earnings, or other benefits.   
Patron - Torian

HB2210  Employment; break to express breast 
milk. Requires employers, including the Commonwealth and 
its political subdivisions, to provide reasonable unpaid break 
time each day to an employee who needs to express breast milk 
for the employee's nursing child for one year after the child's 
birth. An employer is also required to make reasonable efforts 
to provide a room or other location in close proximity to the 
work area, other than a toilet stall, where such an employee can 
express breast milk in privacy. An employer shall not be held 
to have violated these requirements if it has made reasonable 
efforts to comply with them. The measure applies to employees 
who are exempt under § 7 of the federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act (FLSA). The FLSA requires employers to provide such 
benefits for non-exempt employees.  
Patron - Yancey

HB2283  Nonpayment of wages; private action.
Provides that an employee has cause of action against an 
employer who fails to pay wages. The measure provides that if 
the court finds that the employer failed to pay wages, it shall 
award the employee the amount of wages due, plus interest at 
eight percent annually from the date the wages were due, rea-
sonable attorney fees, and other costs. In addition, if the court 
finds that the employer's failure to pay wages was willful and 
with intent to defraud the employee, the court is required to 
award the employee an additional sum equal to the amount of 
wages due.  
Patron - Krizek

HB2309  Minimum wage. Increases the minimum 
wage from its current federally mandated level of $7.25 per 
hour to $11 per hour effective July 1, 2017, and to $15 per hour 
effective July 1, 2019, unless a higher minimum wage is 
required by the federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA). 
Effective July 1. 2020, the minimum wage shall be adjusted 
annually to reflect the increase in the Consumer Price Index 
over the most recent calendar year. The measure also provides 

that the Virginia minimum wage applies to persons whose 
employment is covered by the FLSA.  
Patron - Simon

HB2413   Apprentice agreements; ratio of appren-
tices to journeymen. Prohibits the Apprenticeship Council 
from adopting standards for apprenticeship agreements gov-
erning the numeric ratio of journeymen to apprentices that 
require more than one journeyman for two apprentices. This 
limit on the ratio of journeymen to registered apprentices does 
not apply to work performed under the federal Davis-Bacon 
Act.  
Patron - Hugo

HB2419 Relocation of call centers to a foreign 
country. Requires certain call centers that intend to relocate 
operations from the Commonwealth to a foreign country to 
give the Commissioner of Labor and Industry at least 120 days' 
prior notice. An employer that fails to do so is subject to a civil 
penalty not to exceed an amount of $10,000 for each day of the 
violation. The measure requires the Commissioner to compile 
a semiannual list of all employers that relocate a call center 
from the Commonwealth to a foreign country and to distribute 
the list to state agencies. Subject to exceptions, an employer 
that appears on the list is (i) ineligible for five years for any 
direct or indirect grants of state funds, any loans guaranteed by 
the state, or any tax credit or reduction in tax liability and (ii) 
required to remit the unamortized value of such grants, loans, 
or tax benefits, or any other governmental support the 
employer has previously received, to the Secretary of Com-
merce and Trade. The measure requires new state agency con-
tracts for the performance of state business-related call center 
and customer service work to provide that such work shall be 
performed entirely within the Commonwealth. Finally, the 
measure requires that, to the extent permitted, (a) state contrac-
tors who perform state business-related call center and cus-
tomer service work outside the Commonwealth under an 
existing contract perform such work entirely within the Com-
monwealth by July 1, 2019, and (b) any new customer service 
employees hired to work under an existing contract be 
employed within the Commonwealth.
Patron - Heretick

SB785  Minimum wage. Increases the minimum wage 
from its current federally mandated level of $7.25 per hour to 
$8.00 per hour effective July 1, 2017, to $9.00 per hour effec-
tive July 1, 2018, to $10.10 per hour effective July 1, 2019, and 
to $11.25 per hour effective July 1, 2020, unless a higher mini-
mum wage is required by the federal Fair Labor Standards Act 
(FLSA). The measure also provides that the cash wage paid to 
a tipped employee shall not be less than 50 percent of the mini-
mum wage and that the tip credit shall equal the difference 
between the cash wage required to be paid to a tipped 
employee and the minimum wage.  
Patron - Marsden

SB824 Paid sick days for employees; civil penalties.
Requires private employers to give to each full-time employee 
paid sick days. Paid sick days would accrue at a rate of no less 
than one hour for every 50 hours worked in 2018 or, if an 
employer commences operations in 2018 or thereafter, in the 
employer's first year of operations. In subsequent years, paid 
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sick days would accrue at a rate of no less than one hour for 
every 30 hours worked. An employee would be entitled to use 
accrued sick days beginning on the ninetieth calendar day of 
employment. The bill would require an employer to provide 
paid sick days, upon the request of the employee, for diagnosis, 
care, or treatment of health conditions of the employee or the 
employee's family member. The bill would prohibit an 
employer from discriminating or retaliating against an 
employee who requests paid sick days. The bill would require 
employers to satisfy specified posting and notice and record-
keeping requirements and would require the Commissioner of 
Labor and Industry (the Commissioner) to administer and 
enforce these requirements and to investigate alleged viola-
tions of these requirements. The bill would authorize the Com-
missioner to impose specified civil penalties for violations. 
The Commissioner would be authorized to bring an action to 
recover specified civil penalties against an offender. The Com-
missioner would also be able to recover attorney fees of one-
third of the amount set forth in the final order or judgment. The 
measure would not apply to employees covered by a collective 
bargaining agreement that provides for paid sick days, nor 
would it lessen any other obligations of the employer to 
employees. 
Patron - Wexton

SB847  Paid family leave. Directs the Commissioner 
of Labor and Industry (the Commissioner), in conjunction with 
the relevant stakeholders, to develop an implementation plan 
for a paid family leave program for employees of any employer 
in the Commonwealth. The bill requires the Commissioner to 
complete the plan by December 1, 2017.  
Patron - Favola

SB978  Minimum wage. Increases the minimum wage 
from its current federally mandated level of $7.25 per hour to 
$10.00 per hour effective July 1, 2017, to $13 per hour effec-
tive July 1, 2018, and to $15 per hour effective July 1, 2019, 
unless a higher minimum wage is required by the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act (FLSA). The measure also provides that 
the Virginia minimum wage applies to persons whose employ-
ment is covered by the FLSA.    
Patron - Dance

SB1080  Equal pay irrespective of sex. Amends the 
existing law requiring equal pay for equal work irrespective of 
sex to (i) prohibit unequal provision of benefits and privileges; 
(ii) prohibit employers from punishing employees for sharing 
salary information with their coworkers; and (iii) authorize a 
court to award reasonable attorney fees and costs to an 
employee who substantially prevails on the merits in an action 
for wrongful withholding of wages, benefits, or privileges. The 
measure also deletes the exemption for employers covered by 
the federal Fair Labor Standards Act from the Common-
wealth's prohibition on discrimination in the payment of wages 
on the basis of sex.  
Patron - Wexton

Libraries

Passed

HB1787 Local and regional libraries; boards not 
mandatory. Provides an exemption for counties with a charter 
from having to create a managing library board appointed by 
the local governing body. This bill is identical to SB 1586.
Patron - Habeeb

SB1586 Local and regional libraries; boards not 
mandatory. Provides an exemption for counties with a charter 
from having to create a managing library board appointed by 
the local governing body. This bill is identical to HB 1787.
Patron - Suetterlein

Failed

HB2131  Libraries; assessment for costs in civil 
actions; disbursement for law libraries. Increases from $4 to 
$7 the assessment a county, city, or town may make as part of 
the costs incident to each civil action filed in the courts located 
within its boundaries.   
Patron - Levine

Military and Emergency Laws

Passed

HB2077  Emergency Services and Disaster Law of 
2000; firearms; emergency shelter. Removes the authority of 
a governmental entity under the Emergency Services and 
Disaster Law of 2000 to limit lawful possession, carrying, 
transportation, sale, or transfer of firearms in any place or facil-
ity used by the governmental entity as an emergency shelter.  
This bill was vetoed by the Governor.  
Patron - Wilt

SB989 Commonwealth's Twenty marksmanship 
award. Provides for the Commonwealth's Twenty marksman-
ship award to recognize the top 20 marksmen in Virginia, cho-
sen from the Virginia state residents who compete at the annual 
Virginia State Championship matches sanctioned by the Vir-
ginia Shooting Sports Association. Under current law, the 
award recognizes the top 20 competitors in each of the rifle and 
pistol Excellence-in-Competition matches at such Champion-
ships. 
Patron - Stanley

Failed

HB2147  Virginia Service Members Civil Relief 
Act. Supplements the protections afforded under the federal 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act by allowing service members 
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to terminate or suspend a contract for the provision of telecom-
munication services, Internet services, television services, ath-
letic club or gym memberships, or commercial mobile radio 
services at any time after the date the service member receives 
military orders to relocate for a period of service of at least 90 
days to a location that does not support the contract. The bill 
sets out the method for termination and provides that a service 
member cannot be charged a penalty, fee, loss of deposit, or 
any other additional fee due to such termination or suspension. 
The bill also provides that a service member has the option to 
reinstate such services. The bill provides that violation of these 
provisions is a violation of the Virginia Consumer Protection 
Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.).  
Patron - Simon

HB2320  Hurricane and Flooding Risk Reduction 
Act of 2017. Establishes the Commonwealth as a Nonfederal 
Sponsor of Hurricane and Flooding Risk Reduction Projects. 
The bill also establishes the Virginia Hurricane and Flooding 
Risk Reduction Authority, a Board of Directors for that 
Authority, and a Governor's Advisory Commission on Hurri-
cane and Flooding Risk Reduction.   
Patron - Miyares

Mines and Mining

Passed

HB1509 Mineral mines reclamation; bonds and 
liens. Increases, from a range of $200 to $1,000 per acre to a 
fixed amount of $3,000 per acre, the mandatory bond amount 
furnished by operators on mining land. The bill increases the 
minimum size of the Minerals Reclamation Fund from 
$250,000 to $2 million. The bill also grants the Common-
wealth a lien on property owned by the operator and reclaimed 
by the Director of the Department of Mines, Minerals and 
Energy and sets out the process by which the Director shall 
perfect or waive the lien.
Patron - Ware

HB2200 Reclamation of coal-mined areas. Repeals 
the July 1, 2017, expiration date from 2014 legislation that 
raised the target balance of the Coal Surface Mining Reclama-
tion Fund (the Fund) from $1.75 million to $20 million and 
altered the method of deducting certain expenditures from the 
Fund. 
Patron - O'Quinn

SB910  Virginia Oil and Gas Act; sampling and 
replacing contaminated wells. Increases from 750 feet to 
1,320 feet the radius of surface lands around gas wells on 
which gas well operators (i) have a right to enter and obtain 
water samples from water wells and (ii) are required to replace 
contaminated water supplies.    
Patron - Stuart

SB911  Orphaned Well Fund; surcharge. Raises 
from $50 to $200 the surcharge to be paid by a gas or oil opera-

tor for a permit to conduct any activity other than geophysical 
operations. The bill contains technical amendments.  
Patron - Stuart

Failed

HB1679 Well permit applications; disclosure of 
trade secrets. Authorizes the Department of Mines, Minerals 
and Energy (the Department) to require disclosure of chemical 
ingredient names, chemical abstracts numbers, or the amount 
or concentration of chemicals or ingredients used to stimulate a 
well notwithstanding exclusion from mandatory disclosure 
under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act as a trade 
secret. The bill authorizes the Director of the Department to 
disclose such information to additional Department staff or 
state or local officials to assist the Department in responding to 
an emergency. The bill prohibits such individuals from dissem-
inating such information further. The bill requires the Director 
to notify the party that submitted the trade secret of disclosure 
as soon as practicable. The bill prohibits orders issued pursuant 
to § 45.1-361.27 from including trade secret information. 
Patron - Robinson

HB2389  Gas or oil drilling units; escrowed pro-
ceeds; school board. Provides that proceeds of certain gas or 
oil wells, escrowed because the owner's identity and location 
remain unknown, shall be presumed abandoned and made 
available to the school board nearest the drilling unit. Current 
law requires such escrowed proceeds to be disposed of pursu-
ant to the Uniform Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act. 
The bill also provides that certain escrowed proceeds due to 
known and locatable claimants of coalbed methane gas wells 
that were force-pooled prior to July 1, 2015, shall be made 
available to the local school board when one year has passed 
and certain other conditions are met.  
Patron - Pillion

SB1291 Well permit applications; disclosure of 
trade secrets. Authorizes the Department of Mines, Minerals 
and Energy (the Department) to require disclosure of chemical 
ingredient names, chemical abstracts numbers, or the amount 
or concentration of chemicals or ingredients used to stimulate a 
well notwithstanding exclusion from mandatory disclosure 
under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act as a trade 
secret. The bill authorizes the Director of the Department of 
Mines, Minerals and Energy to disclose such information to 
additional Department staff or state or local officials to assist 
the Department in responding to an emergency. The bill pro-
hibits such individuals from disseminating such information 
further. The bill requires the Director to notify the party that 
submitted the trade secret of disclosure as soon as practicable. 
The bill prohibits orders issued pursuant to § 45.1-361.27 from 
including trade secret information. 
Patron - Chafin

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2320
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1509
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2200
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0910
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0911
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1679
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2389
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1291


Motor Vehicles 144  2017 Session Summary
Motor Vehicles

Passed

HB1440 Farm use vehicles; penalties. Imposes a 
$250 fine for willfully and intentionally violating the limita-
tions for the use of farm use vehicles on a highway for a second 
or subsequent violation. Current law allows for a fine of up to 
$250 regardless of the number of previous violations. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1494 Examination of licensee believed incompe-
tent. Requires the Medical Advisory Board for the Department 
of Motor Vehicles to provide guidance and recommendations 
to the Department regarding any case of a person determined to 
be incompetent pursuant to an examination by a physician, 
nurse practitioner, or physician assistant and whose driver's 
license has been revoked if such person appeals the decision on 
the basis of medical evidence in the case. 
Patron - Knight

HB1504 Issuance of a driver's license or learner's 
permit; minimum standards for vision tests. Increases the 
minimum visual acuity an applicant must possess for issuance 
of a driver's license or learner's permit from a field of 100 
degrees of horizontal vision in one or both eyes to a field of 
110 degrees of horizontal vision in one or both eyes. This bill is 
identical to SB 1229.
Patron - Fowler

HB1519 Overweight permits for hauling Virginia-
grown farm produce; validity throughout the Common-
wealth. Authorizes the Commissioner of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to issue overweight permits that are valid state-
wide for vehicles hauling Virginia-grown farm produce from 
the point of origin to the first place of delivery. Under current 
law, such permits are valid only in Accomack and Northamp-
ton Counties. 
Patron - Knight

HB1525 Revocation or suspension of driver's 
licenses; laws of other jurisdictions. Provides that the Com-
missioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles is limited to 
reviewing the text of another jurisdiction's law when determin-
ing whether a person's driver's license should be administra-
tively revoked or suspended as a result of such person's 
conviction in the other jurisdiction for an offense substantially 
similar to an offense under the law of the Commonwealth that 
requires revocation or suspension of a person's driver's license. 
The bill also provides that if the Commissioner cannot reason-
ably determine from the text of the other jurisdiction's law 
whether such law is substantially similar to the law of the 
Commonwealth, the Commissioner may, if available, review a 
certified copy of the final order of the person's conviction in 
the other jurisdiction. The bill also establishes a process for 
any person whose driver's license was administratively 
revoked or suspended prior to July 1, 2017, on the basis of a 
conviction in another jurisdiction to request a review of such 

revocation or suspension. This bill received Governor’s recom-
mendations.
Patron - Albo

HB1559 Special identification cards; fees and 
validity periods. Increases from $5 per renewal to $2 per year, 
with a $10 minimum fee, the fee for an original, duplicate, reis-
sue, or renewal special identification card and increases the 
maximum validity period from seven to eight years. The bill 
changes expiration dates from the last day of the month of birth 
of the applicant to the applicant's birthday at the end of the 
period of years for which a special identification card has been 
issued. The bill also sets the validity period to a maximum of 
five years for a special identification card issued to a person 
required to register with the Sex Offender and Crimes Against 
Minors Registry.
Patron - Krizek

HB1622 Driving commercial vehicle while intoxi-
cated; penalties. Harmonizes the penalties for driving under 
the influence (DUI) and commercial DUI. The bill imposes a 
$250 mandatory minimum fine for a first offense of commer-
cial DUI and mandatory minimum sentences of five days if the 
person's blood alcohol level was at least 0.15 and 10 days if the 
person's blood alcohol level was more than 0.20. The bill 
increases from five to 20 days the mandatory minimum sen-
tence for a second offense committed within five years, adds a 
10-day mandatory minimum sentence for a second offense 
committed within five to 10 years, and imposes a $500 manda-
tory minimum fine for any second offense committed within a 
10-year period. The bill also imposes additional mandatory 
minimum sentences for a second offense committed within 10 
years of 10 days if the person's blood alcohol level was at least 
0.15 and 20 days if the person's blood alcohol level was more 
than 0.20 as well as an additional $500 mandatory minimum 
fine. The bill raises the penalty for a third offense committed 
within 10 years from a Class 1 misdemeanor with a mandatory 
minimum sentence of 10 days, or 30 days if the three offenses 
were committed within five years, to a Class 6 felony with a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 90 days, or six months if the 
three offenses were committed within five years, and a manda-
tory minimum fine of $1,000. The bill adds a penalty for a 
fourth or subsequent offense committed within a 10-year 
period that includes a mandatory minimum sentence of one 
year and a mandatory minimum fine of $1,000. The bill also 
provides that a person convicted of commercial DUI after 
being convicted of certain felony DUI or DUI-related offenses 
is guilty of a Class 6 felony with a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of one year and a mandatory minimum fine of $1,000. 
The bill also provides that the punishment for any person con-
victed of commercial DUI who was transporting a minor at the 
time of the offense shall include an additional mandatory mini-
mum sentence of five days and an additional fine of at least 
$500 and no more than $1,000. Finally, the bill provides that 
the mandatory minimum punishments are cumulative and man-
datory minimum sentences must be served consecutively.
Patron - Collins

HB1687 Nonrepairable and rebuilt vehicles. Elimi-
nates the requirement that nonrepairable and rebuilt vehicles 
have incurred damage that exceeds 90 percent of their cash 
value prior to such damage to meet the definition of nonrepair-
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able and rebuilt vehicles. The bill requires the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to report to the Chairmen of the House and 
Senate Transportation Committees on the impact of the bill, if 
any, on the number of nonrepairable vehicle and salvage certif-
icates issued over the three-year period beginning July 1, 2017, 
compared with the number of such certificates issued over the 
three-year period before July 1, 2017. The bill has an expira-
tion date of July 1, 2021.
Patron - Austin

HB1705 Certification of driver education courses; 
requirements. Provides that any licensed driver training 
school is authorized to provide the 90-minute parent/student 
driver education component in Planning District 8 (Northern 
Virginia) that is currently required in Planning District 8 public 
schools.
Patron - Greason

HB1732 Special license plates; Virginia Nurses 
Foundation. Authorizes the issuance of revenue-sharing spe-
cial license plates for supporters of the Virginia Nurses Foun-
dation. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1761 Regulation of taxicabs. Provides that the 
governing body of any county, city, or town that regulates taxi-
cabs may authorize any taxicab to operate software-based 
devices that utilize GPS or other measurement data in the cal-
culation of time-and-distance fares, notwithstanding the 
requirements for the specifications and tolerances for measur-
ing and weighing devices. The bill repeals the requirement that 
all taxicabs display roof signs and specific markings. The bill 
contains an emergency clause.
Patron - Anderson

HB1763 Special license plates; highway safety.
Authorizes the issuance of special license plates for supporters 
of highway safety, including awareness of distracted driving. 
The bill exempts the plate from the requirement to obtain 450 
prepaid applications prior to issuance and from the provision 
that prohibits issuance of additional plates in the series if, after 
five or more years after issuance, the plate has fewer than 200 
active sets of plates. Additionally, the plate shall be subject 
only to a one-time fee of $10 at the time the plates are issued, 
in addition to the prescribed cost of state license plates. 
Patron - Greason

HB1785 Warning lights on privately owned volun-
teer emergency vehicles. Clarifies that the current limit of no 
more than two flashing or steady-burning red or red and white 
combination warning lights applies to light units rather than 
individual lights on a vehicle owned by a member of a fire 
department, volunteer fire company, or volunteer EMS agency 
or a police chaplain. 
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1878 Suspension of license of person legally 
adjudged incapacitated and not competent to drive; notice 
to DMV Commissioner. Clarifies the roles of the courts and 
the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles with 
regard to persons previously legally adjudged incapacitated 

and not competent to drive or whose license has been sus-
pended following discharge from a facility operated or licensed 
by the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Services. The bill provides that under all such circumstances, 
the Department reserves the right to examine any licensed 
driver, any person applying for a driver's license or renewal 
thereof, or any person whose license has been suspended or 
revoked to determine his fitness to drive a motor vehicle with 
safety to persons and property. The bill contains an emergency 
clause.
Patron - Pogge

HB1888 Use of wireless telecommunications 
devices by persons driving school buses. Allows school bus 
drivers to use, in addition to two-way radio devices, wireless 
telecommunications devices that are used hands free to com-
municate with school or public safety officials. 
Patron - Hugo

HB1960 Tow truck drivers and towing and recov-
ery operators; requirements; penalties. Creates a civil pen-
alty of $150 to be paid into the Literary Fund for any tow truck 
driver or towing and recovery operator convicted of improp-
erly towing in Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia). The bill 
exempts tow truck drivers and towing and recovery operators 
in Planning District 8 from any requirement by a towing advi-
sory board for written authorization in addition to a written 
contract in the event that a vehicle is being removed from pri-
vate property. The bill requires that a tow truck driver in Plan-
ning District 8 immediately notify the animal control office in 
the locality from which the vehicle is being towed if the vehi-
cle is occupied by a companion animal. The bill limits the 
membership of a local towing advisory board to only represen-
tatives of local law-enforcement agencies, representatives of 
licensed towing and recovery operators, and one member of the 
general public and requires the chairmanship of any towing 
advisory board within Planning District 8 to rotate annually 
between board members who represent a licensed towing and 
recovery operator, a local law-enforcement agency, and the 
general public. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.
Patron - Hugo

HB2016 Electric personal delivery devices. Allows 
for the operation of electric personal delivery devices on the 
sidewalks and shared-use paths and across roadways on cross-
walks in the Commonwealth unless otherwise prohibited by a 
locality. The bill directs that such devices shall not be consid-
ered vehicles and are exempt from the motor carrier provisions 
of Title 46.2 (Motor Vehicles). This bill received Governor’s 
recommendations.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2019 Transportation network company partner 
vehicle registration repeal. Removes the requirement that a 
transportation network company (TNC) partner register his 
personal vehicle for use as a TNC partner vehicle with the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. The bill allows the Department 
of State Police to recognize another state's annual motor vehi-
cle safety inspection in lieu of a Virginia inspection and clari-
fies that a TNC partner can keep proof of inspection in or on 
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the vehicle. The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is 
identical to SB 1366.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2022  Department of Transportation; traffic 
incident response and management. Allows individuals or 
entities acting on behalf of the Department of Transportation to 
operate as needed in response to traffic incidents and to access 
and to remove from moving lanes on a highway vehicles and 
cargo that are impeding traffic flow due to a traffic incident. 
The bill requires a driver to move a vehicle from the roadway 
after an emergency, accident, or breakdown that did not result 
in injury or death if the vehicle is movable and the driver is 
capable of safely doing so. Current law allows drivers to move 
a vehicle from the roadway after an accident if the vehicle is 
movable and the driver is capable of safely doing so, but does 
not require it.  
Patron - Villanueva

HB2026 Department of Motor Vehicles; regulation 
of property carriers. Combines the current property carrier 
and bulk property carrier authorities and eliminates the current 
license requirement for property brokers. The bill eliminates 
the requirement for the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue 
specially designated license plates for property-carrying vehi-
cles operated for hire. The bill reduces from $750,000 to 
$300,000 insurance limits for carriers operating vehicles with a 
gross vehicle weight rating in excess of 7,500 pounds but not 
in excess of 10,000 pounds. For passenger cars, motorcycles, 
autocycles, and vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
10,000 pounds or less, the bill requires liability coverage for 
property carriers of a minimum of (i) $25,000 per person, 
$50,000 per incident for death and bodily injury, and $20,000 
for property damage when the motor carrier is available to 
transport property and (ii) $100,000 per person, $300,000 per 
incident for death and bodily injury, and $50,000 for property 
damage from the time the motor carrier accepts the request to 
transport property and the vehicle is en route to pick up the 
property until the time the propety has been removed from the 
vehicle and delivered to its final destination. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. This bill is identical 
to SB 1364. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2032 Filing and application fees for transporta-
tion network companies. Allows transportation network com-
panies two fee options when applying for an original or 
renewal of a certificate. A transportation network company 
may either pay the existing certificate fees of $100,000 upon 
application and $60,000 for renewal or pay a $20 surcharge per 
record when purchasing a driver transcript in addition to the 
current transcript fee. This bill is identical to SB 1101.
Patron - Adams

HB2075 Commercial driver's license instruction; 
comprehensive community colleges. Allows comprehensive 
community colleges in the Virginia Community College Sys-
tem to administer the in-vehicle component of driver instruc-
tion to students enrolled in a commercial driver training course 
offered by such community college who have failed the 
behind-the-wheel examination or general knowledge examina-
tion for a commercial driver's license three times. The bill 

requires that after such additional training, the Department of 
Motor Vehicles only shall administer the applicable exam. The 
bill requires that comprehensive community colleges offering 
such coursework meet certain standards as established by the 
Department and that the Department notify such comprehen-
sive community colleges and similarly affected schools of 
course curriculum requirements and notify such colleges and 
schools if new topics are added to the mandatory curriculum. 
Such comprehensive community colleges and affected schools 
shall have 45 days to comply and update their course curricu-
lum with the relevant changes. 
Patron - Wilt

HB2201 Failure to drive on right side of highways 
or observe traffic lanes; penalties. Increases the fine for fail-
ing to drive on the right side of highways or failing to observe 
traffic lanes from no more than $250 to $250 per violation. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - O'Quinn

HB2229 Electronic Credentials Act; report. Creates 
standards for the Department of Motor Vehicles in issuing, 
reviewing, and displaying electronic credentials. The Elec-
tronic Credentials Act establishes fees for access to electronic 
credentials and standards for a verification system that would 
allow users to verify the authenticity of electronic credentials. 
Patron - Villanueva

HB2239 Registration exemption for certain farm 
use vehicles; highway distance limitations. Increases from 50 
to 75 miles the maximum travel distance allowable for travel to 
obtain supplies or from one part of the owner's land to another 
by a vehicle used for agricultural or horticultural purposes in 
order to qualify for exemption from the requirements to obtain 
a registration certificate, license plates, or decals and pay a reg-
istration fee. The bill also increases from 50 to 75 miles the 
maximum travel distance allowable by vehicles used for sea-
sonal transportation of farm produce and from 20 to 75 miles 
the maximum travel distance allowable for vehicles owned by 
farmers and used to transport wood products in order to qualify 
for such exemption. The bill also provides that any law-
enforcement officer may require any person operating a vehi-
cle, trailer, or semitrailer and claiming the farm use exemption 
to provide, upon request, the address of the farm or lands 
owned or leased by the vehicle's owner or, if such address is 
unavailable or unknown, the real property parcel identification 
number of such lands.
Patron - Fariss

HB2269 State Police motor vehicle safety inspec-
tion data. Authorizes the Superintendent of State Police to 
provide, upon request, verification of the inspection status of a 
vehicle and to charge a reasonable fee for providing such infor-
mation. Fees shall not be charged to government or other pub-
lic entities. This bill is identical to SB 1250.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2336 Report of law-enforcement officer 
involved in accident. Provides that any law-enforcement offi-
cer who is listed as a driver in a motor vehicle accident report 
submitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles will not have 
the accident listed on his driving record if he was driving a 
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motor vehicle provided by a law-enforcement agency in the 
course of his employment and was operating the motor vehicle 
in the performance of his official duties at the time of such 
accident. This bill is identical to SB 1486. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Miller

HB2362  Tow truck drivers; temporary registra-
tion with Department of Criminal Justice Services. Allows 
for the issuance of temporary registration or driver authoriza-
tion documentation by the Department of Criminal Justice Ser-
vices for tow truck drivers, effective upon the submission of an 
application and until the issuance or denial of permanent regis-
tration.  
Patron - Pogge

HB2423  Golf carts on public highways; excep-
tions. Permits the use of golf carts on public highways in the 
Town of Jarratt if the governing body of the town reviews and 
approves such highway usage. Current law prohibits such 
usage because the Town of Jarratt has not established its own 
police department.  
Patron - Tyler

HB2453 Flashing amber lights; amateur radio 
operators. Permits vehicles used or operated by federally 
licensed amateur radio operators participating in emergency 
communications drills on behalf of federal, state, or local 
authorities or providing communications services to localities 
for public service events authorized by the Department of 
Transportation where the event is being conducted to be 
equipped with flashing, blinking, or alternating amber lights, 
provided that the lights are not lit while the vehicle is in 
motion.
Patron - Holcomb

HB2467 Driving on a suspended or revoked 
license; period of suspension. Provides that any driver's 
license suspension imposed upon a person for the failure to pay 
court-ordered fines and costs shall run concurrently with any 
other period of license suspension, revocation, or forfeiture 
imposed upon such person. The bill also provides that in the 
event that a person whose license has been suspended for the 
failure to pay court-ordered fines and costs is convicted of 
driving on a suspended or revoked license, the additional 
period of license suspension imposed as a result of that convic-
tion runs concurrently with the underlying suspension for the 
failure to pay court-ordered fines and costs. Under current law, 
such additional suspension period does not commence until the 
expiration of the previous suspension or revocation. 
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

SB950 Nonrepairable and rebuilt vehicles. Elimi-
nates the requirement that nonrepairable and rebuilt vehicles 
have incurred damage that exceeds 90 percent of their cash 
value prior to such damage to meet the definition of nonrepair-
able and rebuilt vehicles. The bill requires the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to report to the Chairmen of the House and 
Senate Transportation Committees on the impact of the bill, if 
any, on the number of nonrepairable vehicle and salvage certif-
icates issued over the three-year period after July 1, 2017, com-
pared with the number of such certificates issued over the 

three-year period before July 1, 2017. The bill has an expira-
tion date of July 1, 2021.
Patron - Ruff

SB1021 Failure to obey highway sign; driver 
stopped on highway shoulder to sleep or rest; prepayable 
offense. Provides that a violation of a highway sign where a 
driver has parked or stopped his vehicle on the shoulder of the 
highway in order to sleep or rest is a prepayable offense unless 
such vehicle is parked or stopped in such manner as to impede 
or render dangerous the shoulder or other portion of the high-
way.
Patron - Barker

SB1041 Virginia Driver's Manual course; age 
requirements. Lowers from 19 to 18 the minimum age of per-
sons who have failed the driver knowledge examination three 
times who are permitted to take the Virginia Driver's Manual 
course offered by a licensed and approved driver training 
school as a prerequisite of attempting the driver knowledge 
examination a fourth time.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1069  Titling out-of-state salvage vehicles. Pro-
vides a process by which the owner of a salvage vehicle that 
has been rebuilt, titled, and registered in another state may 
obtain a nonnegotiable title for such vehicle to operate on the 
highways of the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Deeds

SB1085 Department of Motor Vehicles; expiration 
and renewal of driver credentials. Allows the Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) to digitally verify the authenticity and 
validity of driver's licenses, learner's permits, and special iden-
tification cards for nongovernmental entities. The bill allows 
DMV to issue transaction receipts for expired vehicle registra-
tion renewals that will serve as evidence that the holder has 
complied with DMV payment requirements in order to allow 
those with expired registrations to renew such registration 
online. The bill allows DMV to extend the validity period for 
driver's licenses for persons absent from the Commonwealth 
during the expiration period of such licenses for good cause 
shown and payment of a fee. 
Patron - Wexton

SB1101 Filing and application fees for transporta-
tion network companies. Allows transportation network com-
panies two fee options when applying for an original or 
renewal of a certificate. A transportation network company 
may either pay the existing certificate fees of $100,000 upon 
application and $60,000 for renewal or pay a $20 surcharge per 
record when purchasing a driver transcript in addition to the 
current transcript fee. This bill is identical to HB 2032.
Patron - Newman

SB1169  Minimum city population required to 
enforce certain ordinance violations. Decreases from 90,000 
to 40,000 the minimum population of cities whose parking, 
stopping, and standing ordinances may provide that sum-
monses and tickets for violations of such ordinances or regula-
tions may be issued by law-enforcement officers, other 
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uniformed city employees, or uniformed personnel under con-
tract with the city.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1207 Electric personal delivery devices. Allows 
for the operation of electric personal delivery devices on the 
sidewalks and shared-use paths and across roadways on cross-
walks in the Commonwealth unless otherwise prohibited by a 
locality. The bill directs that such devices shall not be consid-
ered vehicles and are exempt from the motor carrier provisions 
of Title 46.2 (Motor Vehicles). 
Patron - DeSteph

SB1211  Local vehicle license fees and taxes. Allows 
counties and adjoining towns to enter into reciprocal agree-
ments to collect each other's vehicle license fees and taxes. 
Currently, such collection is limited to nondelinquent license 
fees and taxes.     
Patron - Wexton

SB1229 Issuance of a driver's license or learner's 
permit; minimum standards for vision tests. Increases the 
minimum visual acuity an applicant must possess for issuance 
of a driver's license or learner's permit from a field of 100 
degrees of horizontal vision in one or both eyes to a field of 
110 degrees of horizontal vision in one or both eyes. This bill is 
identical to HB 1504.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1250 State Police motor vehicle safety inspection 
data. Authorizes the Superintendent of State Police to provide, 
upon request, verification of the inspection status of a vehicle 
and to charge a reasonable fee for providing such information. 
Fees shall not be charged to government or other public enti-
ties. This bill is identical to HB 2269.
Patron - Carrico

SB1272  Nonresident Violator Compact; codifica-
tion. Codifies the text of the Nonresident Violator Compact of 
1977. The bill removes duplicative provisions of the Code of 
Virginia. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Code 
Commission.   
Patron - McDougle

SB1276 Dismissal of certain traffic violations for 
proof of compliance with law. Provides that a court may, in its 
discretion, dismiss a violation for failure to notify the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles of change of address, for failure to reg-
ister, title, or properly display license plates, for failure to pay 
local licensing fees or taxes, for failure to have certain safety 
equipment or having unsafe or defective equipment, or for 
improper tinting, if such a person can prove to the court com-
pliance with the law on or before the court date and payment of 
court fees. 
Patron - McDougle

SB1279  Flashing amber lights on vehicles. Allows 
vehicles used to collect and deliver packages weighing less 
than 150 pounds by a national package delivery company that 
delivers such packages in all 50 states to be equipped with 
flashing amber lights, provided that the amber lights are lit 

only when the vehicle is stopped and its operator is engaged in 
such collection and delivery.   
Patron - McDougle

SB1316 Overweight permits for trucks hauling 
asphalt. Adds trucks hauling asphalt to those vehicles whose 
owner or operator may obtain an overweight permit from the 
Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles to operate 
in counties that impose a severance tax on gases or a severance 
license tax on coal producers. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1364 Department of Motor Vehicles; regulation 
of property carriers. Combines the current property carrier 
and bulk property carrier authorities and eliminates the current 
license requirement for property brokers. The bill eliminates 
the requirement for the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue 
specially designated license plates for property-carrying vehi-
cles operated for hire. The bill reduces from $750,000 to 
$300,000 insurance limits for carriers operating vehicles with a 
gross vehicle weight rating in excess of 7,500 pounds but not 
in excess of 10,000 pounds. For passenger cars, motorcycles, 
autocycles, and vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
10,000 pounds or less, the bill requires liability coverage for 
property carriers of a minimum of (i) $25,000 per person, 
$50,000 per incident for death and bodily injury, and $20,000 
for property damage when the motor carrier is available to 
transport property and (ii) $100,000 per person, $300,000 per 
incident for death and bodily injury, and $50,000 for property 
damage from the time the motor carrier accepts the request to 
transport property and the vehicle is en route to pick up the 
property until the time the propety has been removed from the 
vehicle and delivered to its final destination. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. The bill incorporates 
SB 1219 and SB 1435. This bill is identical to HB 2026. This 
bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Newman

SB1366 Transportation network company partner 
vehicle registration repeal. Removes the requirement that a 
transportation network company (TNC) partner register his 
personal vehicle for use as a TNC partner vehicle with the 
Department of Motor Vehicles. The bill allows the Department 
of State Police to recognize another state's annual motor vehi-
cle safety inspection in lieu of a Virginia inspection and clari-
fies that a TNC partner can keep proof of inspection in or on 
the vehicle. The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is 
identical to HB 2019.
Patron - Newman

SB1384 Motor carrier size and weight limitations; 
compliance with federal law. Amends several size and weight 
provisions to comply with the federal Fixing America's Surface 
Transportation Act of 2015 (the FAST Act). The bill (i) allows 
automobile and watercraft carriers to backhaul general cargo; 
(ii) permits the commercial delivery of towaway trailers within 
limits prescribed by the FAST Act; (iii) increases the weight 
limits of certain emergency vehicles, natural gas vehicles, and 
emergency towing vehicles as required by the FAST Act; (iv) 
increases the weight at which a vehicle must be inspected at a 
permanent weighing station; (v) makes overweight permits 
available for tank vehicles hauling fluid milk; and (vi) permits 
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contractors of a Medicaid Managed Care Organization to 
obtain a certificate of fitness as a nonemergency medical trans-
portation carrier. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1486 Report of law-enforcement officer involved 
in accident. Provides that any law-enforcement officer who is 
listed as a driver in a motor vehicle accident report submitted 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles will not have the accident 
listed on his driving record if he was driving a motor vehicle 
provided by a law-enforcement agency in the course of his 
employment and was operating the motor vehicle in the perfor-
mance of his official duties at the time of such accident. This 
bill is identical to HB 2336. This bill received Governor’s rec-
ommendations.
Patron - Stuart

SB1494 Transportation network company; bro-
kers. Allows brokers to arrange rides with transportation net-
work company (TNC) partner vehicles. The bill requires such 
brokers to be licensed by the Department of Motor Vehicles 
and includes insurance requirements for TNC partner vehicles 
operating at the request of a broker. 
Patron - McClellan

SB1497 Manufactured home; definition. Excludes a 
park model recreational vehicle from the definition of "manu-
factured home" and defines a park model recreational vehicle 
as a vehicle that is (i) designed and marketed as temporary liv-
ing quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use; 
(ii) not permanently affixed to real property for use as a perma-
nent dwelling; (iii) built on a single chassis mounted on 
wheels; and (iv) certified by the manufacturer as complying 
with the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A119.5 
Park Model Recreational Vehicle Standard. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1507 Safety inspections; appointments. Allows 
any motor vehicle inspection station to accept appointments for 
safety inspections in addition to accepting vehicles on a first-
come, first-served basis, so long as at least one lane is reserved 
for the sole purpose of first-come, first-served safety inspec-
tions. 
Patron - Cosgrove

SB1514   Local regulation of parking of certain 
vehicles. Adds Leesburg to the towns that are permitted to reg-
ulate or prohibit the parking on any public highway of water-
craft, boat trailers, motor homes, and camping trailers and to 
regulate or prohibit the parking of commercial vehicles on any 
public highway in a residence district.   
Patron - Wexton

SB1532  Motor vehicle license fees; exemption of 
antique vehicles. Exempts a motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-
trailer that is licensed as an antique vehicle from the imposition 
of local license fees.  
Patron - Lewis

Failed

HB1412  Extensions of weight limits. Allows the 
owner of a motor vehicle with a gross weight of up to 90,000 
pounds to obtain a permit to authorize the operation of such 
vehicle, provided that the vehicle can bridge the weight with-
out any axle or group overweight allowance.  
Patron - Cole

HB1413  Expiration and renewal of driver's 
licenses. Requires that the Department of Motor Vehicles treat 
a driver's license that has been expired for 30 days or less on 
the date of renewal the same as an unexpired license for pur-
poses of renewal.   
Patron - Cole

HB1417  Requirements of drivers approaching or 
immediately preceding a school bus. Requires drivers both 
approaching and immediately preceding a school bus stopped 
for the purpose of taking on or discharging children, the 
elderly, or mentally or physically handicapped persons to stop 
and turn on hazard lights.   
Patron - Ware

HB1419  Issuance of licenses, permits, and special 
identification cards to certain aliens. Authorizes the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles to issue temporary driver's licenses, 
permits, and special identification cards to aliens granted 
"withholding of removal" under 8 U.S.C. § 1231(b)(3), also 
found at § 241(b)(3)of the Immigration and Nationality Act, or 
under 8 C.F.R. § 1208.16(c), also referred to as the Convention 
Against Torture.   
Patron - Kory

HB1429  Special license plates; U.S. AIR FORCE. 
Authorizes the issuance of special license plates for active duty 
members of the United States Air Force or certain veterans 
bearing the legend U.S. AIR FORCE.   
Patron - Wright

HB1558  Safety restraint use in motor vehicles. 
Requires all occupants of motor vehicles to utilize safety 
restraints. Current law requires safety belt use only by occu-
pants under the age of 18, drivers, and passengers 18 years of 
age or older occupying the front seat.  
Patron - Krizek

HB1595  Local vehicle license fees and taxes. 
Allows counties and adjoining towns to enter into reciprocal 
agreements to collect each other's vehicle license fees and 
taxes. Currently, such collection is limited to nondelinquent 
license fees and taxes.   
Patron - Boysko

HB1599 Suspension of driver's license for unpaid 
fines, etc.; written offer of employment. Provides that the 
Department of Motor Vehicles shall restore a person's driver's 
license that has been suspended for failure to pay court-ordered 
fines, costs, forfeitures, restitution, or penalties if the person 
pays the required reinstatement fee and presents to the Depart-
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ment a written offer of employment that is contingent on the 
person's possessing a driver's license. The bill also provides 
that, in order for the license to be restored, the employer mak-
ing the written offer of employment must agree to withhold 10 
percent of the person's disposable earnings or $100, whichever 
is greater, per month for the payment of unpaid fines, costs, 
forfeitures, restitution, or penalties. The bill also requires the 
person whose license is restored, within six months from the 
date of restoration, to petition each court that suspended his 
license for, and enter into, an agreement to make deferred pay-
ments or installment payments of unpaid fines, costs, forfei-
tures, restitution, or penalties and, if the person does not enter 
into an agreement with each court within the six-month period, 
requires the Commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles to suspend his license. 
Patron - Fariss

HB1606 Use of handheld personal communications 
devices in highway work zones. Prohibits any person from 
texting or otherwise using a handheld personal communica-
tions device while operating a motor vehicle in a highway 
work zone, defined in the bill, when workers are present. The 
bill adds an exemption to the prohibition against using a hand-
held personal communications device in a moving motor vehi-
cle for an operator of a vehicle who activates, deactivates, or 
initiates a factory-installed feature or function on the vehicle. 
Patron - Villanueva

HB1611  Child support arrearages; suspension of 
driver's license. Requires the Department of Motor Vehicles to 
renew a driver's license or terminate a license suspension 
imposed due to delinquency in the payment of child support 
when it receives from the Department of Social Services a cer-
tification that (i) the person has reached an agreement with the 
Department of Social Services to satisfy the delinquency and 
has begun paying current support and arrears pursuant to an 
income withholding order or (ii) the person is indigent and has 
reached an agreement with the Department of Social Services 
to satisfy the delinquency based on the person's ability to pay.   
Patron - Leftwich

HB1614  Department of Motor Vehicles; disclosure 
of photographs; search warrant. Precludes the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles from disclosing the 
photograph of any person contained in the records of the 
Department to any state or local government department, 
agency, or instrumentality having jurisdiction over criminal 
law enforcement absent a search warrant.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1627 Interior lights; requirements. Requires the 
operator of a motor vehicle, autocycle, road roller, road 
machinery, or tractor equipped with an interior light or lights 
used on a highway to ensure that such lights are in good work-
ing order and removes duplicative language. The bill further 
requires an operator of such vehicle equipped with interior 
lights to illuminate such lights upon stopping after having 
received a visible or audible signal from any law-enforcement 
officer to bring his motor vehicle to a stop between sunset and 
sunrise. The bill requires the Department of State Police to 
amend its regulations such that a motor vehicle safety inspec-

tion shall include an inspection of interior lights to ensure that 
such lights are in good working order. 
Patron - Robinson

HB1633  Careless driving; cause of injury to vul-
nerable road user. Provides that a person is guilty of a Class 1 
misdemeanor and shall have his license suspended who oper-
ates a motor vehicle in a careless or distracted manner and is 
the proximate cause of serious physical injury to a vulnerable 
road user, defined in the bill as a pedestrian or person riding a 
bicycle, electric wheelchair, electric bicycle, wheelchair, skate-
board, skates, foot-scooter, animal, or animal-drawn vehicle.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1640  Department of Motor Vehicles; titling an 
out-of-state trailer. Requires the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles to publish on its website a detailed guide for obtaining a 
title for a trailer that was purchased out of state and was not 
required by the state of purchase to be titled or registered.  
Patron - Leftwich

HB1666  Speed monitoring systems. Provides that a 
locality may, by ordinance, establish a speed enforcement pro-
gram utilizing an automated speed monitoring system that cre-
ates recorded images of vehicles traveling at least 10 miles per 
hour in excess of the maximum applicable speed limit. The 
penalty imposed for violating applicable speed limits where 
such violation is established by recorded images produced by a 
speed monitoring system cannot exceed $50. The bill provides 
that a locality may only install and operate a speed monitoring 
system at residence districts, school crossing zones, and high-
way work zones. The procedures for operating a speed moni-
toring system and issuing summons to violators and the rights 
of such violators, including the right to appeal to circuit court, 
parallel those currently in place for red light violations 
recorded by photo-monitoring systems at traffic lights.  
Patron - Toscano

HB1673  Issuance of disabled parking placards by 
physician. Requires the Commissioner of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles to authorize, upon application, a licensed phy-
sician, nurse practitioner, physician assistant, podiatrist, or chi-
ropractor to issue temporary, removable windshield placards to 
patients with a condition that limits or impairs their ability to 
walk.  
Patron - Krizek

HB1682  Temporary driver's licenses; eligibility. 
Allows the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue a temporary 
driver's license valid for one year to an applicant who is other-
wise unable to be issued a driver's license due to immigration 
status if such applicant (i) has established residency in the 
Commonwealth, (ii) has filed an income tax return with the 
Commonwealth, (iii) has registered with the Department of 
Homeland Security, and (iv) either demonstrates proof of a 
motor vehicle liability insurance policy in force for the year the 
license is to be valid or pays the $500 uninsured motorist fee.   
Patron - Bloxom

HB1711  Minimum city population required to 
enforce certain ordinance violations. Decreases from 90,000 
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to 40,000 the minimum population of cities whose parking, 
stopping, and standing ordinances may provide that sum-
monses and tickets for violations of such ordinances or regula-
tions may be issued by law-enforcement officers, other 
uniformed city employees, or uniformed personnel under con-
tract with the city.  
Patron - Toscano

HB1725  Driving in the left lane on highways laned 
for traffic. Prohibits any vehicle from driving in the left lane 
of a highway unless passing another vehicle or in preparation 
for a left turn.     
Patron - Ransone

HB1742  Special license plates for certain veterans; 
fees. Changes the $10 annual fee for special license plates for 
certain veterans to a one-time fee of $10, in addition to the pre-
scribed cost of state license plates.  
Patron - Rush

HB1789 Flashing lights and sirens on privately 
owned volunteer emergency vehicles; requirements. Elimi-
nates the current limit of no more than two flashing or steady-
burning red or red and white warning lights that any member of 
a fire department, volunteer fire company, or volunteer emer-
gency medical services agency and any police chaplain may 
utilize on one vehicle owned by him. The bill requires that 
such vehicles be equipped with a siren, exhaust whistle, or air 
horn designed to give automatically intermittent signals. 
Patron - Rasoul

HB1826  Proof of financial responsibility; motor 
vehicles. Requires operators of motor vehicles to carry proof 
of financial responsibility or proof of payment of the uninsured 
motorist fee when driving on the public highways.  
Patron - Yost

HB1827  Proof of motor vehicle liability insurance 
in electronic form. Provides that when proof of a policy of 
motor vehicle liability insurance is required by Title 46.2 
(Motor Vehicles), such proof may be furnished in electronic 
form.  
Patron - Yost

HB1834 Distracted driving; penalty. Expands the 
prohibition on manually entering multiple letters or text in a 
handheld communications device while operating a motor 
vehicle to also prohibit the manual selection of multiple icons 
and removes the condition that such manual entry is prohibited 
only if performed as a means of communicating with another 
person. The bill prohibits the operator of a motor vehicle from 
reading any information displayed on the device; current law 
prohibits reading an email or text message. The bill provides 
that this prohibition does not apply to reading any information 
displayed through the use of a global positioning system for the 
purposes of navigation. The bill eliminates the current exemp-
tion from the prohibition on using a handheld personal commu-
nications device while operating a motor vehicle when the 
vehicle is stopped or not moving; the current exemption from 
the prohibition when the vehicle is parked is not affected. 
Patron - Anderson

HB1850 Driving commercial vehicle while intoxi-
cated; penalties. Harmonizes the penalties for driving under 
the influence (DUI) and commercial DUI. The bill imposes a 
$250 mandatory minimum fine for a first offense of commer-
cial DUI and mandatory minimum sentences of five days if the 
person's blood alcohol level was at least 0.15 and 10 days if the 
person's blood alcohol level was more than 0.20. The bill 
increases from five to 20 days the mandatory minimum sen-
tence for a second offense committed within five years, adds a 
10-day mandatory minimum sentence for a second offense 
committed within five to 10 years, and imposes a $500 manda-
tory minimum fine for any second offense committed within a 
10-year period. The bill also imposes additional mandatory 
minimum sentences for a second offense committed within 10 
years of 10 days if the person's blood alcohol level was at least 
0.15 and 20 days if the person's blood alcohol level was more 
than 0.20 as well as an additional $500 mandatory minimum 
fine. The bill raises the penalty for a third offense committed 
within 10 years from a Class 1 misdemeanor with a mandatory 
minimum sentence of 10 days, or 30 days if the three offenses 
were committed within five years, to a Class 6 felony with a 
mandatory minimum sentence of 90 days, or six months if the 
three offenses were committed within five years, and a manda-
tory minimum fine of $1,000. The bill adds a penalty for a 
fourth or subsequent offense committed within a 10-year 
period that includes a mandatory minimum sentence of one 
year and a mandatory minimum fine of $1,000. The bill also 
provides that a person convicted of commercial DUI after 
being convicted of certain felony DUI or DUI-related offenses 
is guilty of a Class 6 felony with a mandatory minimum sen-
tence of one year and a mandatory minimum fine of $1,000. 
Finally, the bill provides that the mandatory minimum punish-
ments are cumulative and mandatory minimum sentences must 
be served consecutively. 
Patron - Gilbert

HB1862  Suspension of driver's license for nonpay-
ment of fines or costs. Removes the requirement that a court 
suspend the driver's license of a person convicted of any viola-
tion of the law who fails or refuses to provide for immediate 
payment of fines or costs. The bill allows a court, after 90 days 
of nonpayment where the court finds the nonpayment was not 
an intentional refusal to obey the sentence of the court, to pro-
vide additional time for payment, reduce the amount of each 
payment installment, assign community service in lieu of pay-
ment, or waive the unpaid portion in whole or in part. Upon a 
finding that the nonpayment was an intentional refusal to obey 
the sentence of the court, a court may suspend the defendant's 
driver's license until payment in full or until the defendant 
enters into a payment plan.   
Patron - Lopez

HB1866  Issuance of temporary licenses, permits, 
or special identification cards; requirements. Allows the 
issuance of a temporary driver's license, permit, or special 
identification card to an applicant presenting valid documen-
tary evidence that a federal court or federal agency having 
jurisdiction over immigration has authorized the applicant to 
be in the United States for a period of at least 30 days from the 
date of application.  
Patron - Lopez
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HB1905  All-electronic toll facilities; penalty. Pro-
vides that within 30 days of receiving notice that a person is 
contesting an invoice for an unpaid toll incurred at an all-elec-
tronic toll facility, the toll facility operator must provide such 
person with any evidence of such unpaid toll. If such evidence 
is not so provided, the toll facility operator's claim becomes 
invalid. The bill provides that if the matter proceeds to a court 
of competent jurisdiction and the person contesting the invoice 
for the unpaid toll prevails, he may seek and obtain his attorney 
fees and costs associated with defending the action. The bill 
also requires any privately owned toll facility operator to main-
tain its principal place of business for all collection activities at 
a physical location within the Commonwealth and requires 
such location to provide for in-person as well as telephonic and 
electronic payments and dispute resolution from 8:00 a.m. 
through 9:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, except for legal 
holidays.  
Patron - Heretick

HB1920  Property transportation network compa-
nies. Requires property transportation network companies to 
provide motor vehicle liability coverage in the same amounts 
as are currently required for transportation network companies. 
The bill exempts passenger cars, motorcycles, autocycles, 
mopeds, and vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
10,000 pounds or less from the motor carrier provisions of 
Chapter 21 (Regulation of Property Carriers) except for insur-
ance requirements.   
Patron - Kilgore

HB2005  Leaving vehicles unattended and run-
ning; prohibition. Prohibits a person operating a motor vehi-
cle from allowing such vehicle to stand unattended without 
first stopping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the 
key from the ignition, and effectively setting the brake.  
Patron - Carr

HB2020 Issuance of temporary licenses, permits, 
or special identification cards; requirements. Allows the 
issuance of a temporary driver's license, permit, or special 
identification card to an applicant presenting valid documen-
tary evidence that a federal court or federal agency having 
jurisdiction over immigration has authorized the applicant to 
be in the United States for a period of at least 30 days from the 
date of application. The bill specifices which applicants are eli-
gible for such license, permit, or card.
Patron - Villanueva

HB2036  Registration with Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Services by tow truck drivers; exceptions.
Exempts from registration with the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services tow truck drivers who are (i) not for hire in the 
Commonwealth, (ii) transporting a vehicle from a location out-
side of the Commonwealth to a destination within the Com-
monwealth, or (iii) transiting the Commonwealth while 
transporting a vehicle from a location outside of the Common-
wealth to a destination outside of the Commonwealth.  
Patron - Miller

HB2048  Nonpayment of child support and fines; 
suspension of driver's license; ability to pay; written find-
ings. Prohibits the court from suspending the driver's license of 

a person who has failed to pay his fines or child support if the 
court finds that the person's failure to pay is due to his inability 
to pay. The bill requires that a hearing be held prior to the sus-
pension of a person's driver's license for the nonpayment of 
fines and that the court make a written finding for the suspen-
sion of a person's license due to nonpayment of fines or child 
support. The bill requires the court to include certain informa-
tion in a notice of intent issued to a person who has failed to 
pay child support or fines.  
Patron - LaRock

HB2049 Driver's license suspensions for certain 
non-driving related offenses. Removes the existing provision 
that a person's driver's license is suspended (i) when he is con-
victed of or placed on deferred disposition for a drug offense 
and (ii) for violations not pertaining to the operator or opera-
tion of a motor vehicle. The provisions of this bill that affect 
the Code of Virginia have a delayed effective date of Septem-
ber 1, 2017.  
Patron - Krizek

HB2132 Local towing advisory board; member-
ship. Requires local towing advisory boards to consist of an 
equal number of representatives of (i) local law-enforcement 
agencies, (ii) licensed towing and recovery operators, (iii) 
commercial property or business owners, including business 
tenants residing in commercial buildings, and (iv) the general 
public. Current law requires the membership of such advisory 
boards to consist of (a) an equal number of representatives of 
local law-enforcement agencies and licensed towing and 
recovery operators and (b) one member of the general public. 
Patron - Levine

HB2235  Motorcyclists; equipment. Removes the 
requirement that individuals operating motorcycles or autocy-
cles and their passengers wear protective helmets.   
Patron - Cline

HB2326  Registration of specially constructed vehi-
cles for general transportation purposes. Provides a process 
by which the Department of Motor Vehicles may register spe-
cially constructed vehicles that do not meet requirements for 
on-road use to operate on the highways of the Commonwealth 
for general transportation purposes. Such vehicles may be 
operated only on an intrastate basis and must have a valid Vir-
ginia safety inspection. The owner of such specially con-
structed vehicle must complete an acknowledgement that such 
vehicle may not be operated on an interstate basis. Such vehi-
cles do not have to meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stan-
dards.   
Patron - Edmunds

HB2371 Steady-burning blue or red lights on law 
enforcement vehicles. Permits law-enforcement vehicles to be 
equipped with steady-burning blue or red lights in addition to 
being equipped with flashing, blinking, or alternating blue, 
blue and red, blue and white, or red, white, and blue combina-
tion warning lights of types approved by the Superintendent of 
State Police. 
Patron - Bagby
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HB2373 Window tinting; vehicles used by private 
investigators, bail bondsmen, bail enforcement agents. 
Allows licensed private investigators, licensed bail bondsmen, 
and licensed bail enforcement agents to apply tinting films to 
darken certain windows of vehicles used in the course of busi-
ness to a minimum of 20 percent light transmittance from cur-
rent minimums of 50 or 35 percent, depending on the window. 
Patron - Holcomb

HB2409 Unpaid court fines and costs; driver's 
license suspensions; collection; community service.
Removes the existing provisions that a person's driver's license 
is suspended (i) when he is convicted or placed on deferred dis-
position for a drug offense and (ii) for violations not pertaining 
to the operation of a motor vehicle. The bill provides that a 
court may permit an inmate in a local or regional jail to earn 
credits against any fines or court costs imposed against him by 
performing community service. The bill increases the grace 
period after which collection activity for unpaid court fines, 
costs, forfeitures, penalties, and restitution may be commenced 
from 30 days to 90 days after sentencing or judgment. The pro-
visions of the bill that affect the Code of Virginia have a 
delayed effective date of September 1, 2017. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB2435  Use of handheld personal communica-
tions devices while driving; penalty. Expands the prohibition 
of using a handheld personal communications device while 
operating a motor vehicle to all communications unless the 
device is specifically designed to allow voice and hands-free 
operation and the device is being used in that manner. Current 
law prohibits only the reading of an email or text message and 
manually entering letters or text in the device as a means of 
communicating. The bill expands the exemptions to include 
handheld personal communications devices that are used for 
navigation or generating audio transmissions when the device 
is physically mounted to the vehicle. The bill provides that any 
violation of this prohibition that occurs concurrently with an 
additional traffic offense, or if the violation results in an acci-
dent, may be punishable as reckless driving. Current law pro-
vides that a violation of this prohibition is punishable as a 
traffic infraction only.  
Patron - Minchew

HB2441    Tow truck drivers; registration. Allows 
persons convicted of violent crimes or any crime, other than a 
traffic infraction, involving the driving of a tow truck, includ-
ing drug or alcohol offenses, to request a review by the Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice Services 10 years after any such 
conviction. Current law prohibits any person convicted of such 
crimes from registering with the Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services as a tow truck driver.   
Patron - Fariss

HB2447  Local licensure of motor vehicles. Elimi-
nates the ability of a locality to assess local license fees for 
motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers. The bill has a delayed 
effective date of July 1, 2018.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB2476 Driver's licenses; revocation in other 
jurisdiction; reinstatement. Allows a person whose driving 

privileges were permanently revoked in another jurisdiction as 
a result of being convicted of a crime to petition a circuit court 
to reinstate his driving privileges. The bill provides that a peti-
tion cannot be filed until five years have passed from the date 
of the conviction resulting in the permanent revocation and that 
the person must have been a Virginia resident for at least one 
year at the time the petition is filed. The bill authorizes a court 
that reinstates a person's driving privileges to impose condi-
tions on such person if the conviction resulting in the perma-
nent revocation involved the operation of a motor vehicle and 
either drugs or alcohol.
Patron - LaRock

SB805  Vehicle registration fees; funds for Depart-
ment of State Police. Raises the vehicle registration fee by 
$1.25 on each July 1 from 2017 through 2026 and allocates the 
funds to the Department of State Police.  
Patron - Carrico

SB860  Use of handheld personal communications 
devices while driving; penalty. Expands the prohibition of 
using a handheld personal communications device while oper-
ating a motor vehicle to all communications unless the device 
is specifically designed to allow voice and hands-free opera-
tion and the device is being used in that manner. Current law 
prohibits only the reading of an email or text message and 
manually entering letters or text in the device as a means of 
communicating. The bill expands the exemptions to include 
handheld personal communications devices that are used for 
navigation or generating audio transmissions when the device 
is physically mounted to the vehicle. The bill provides that any 
violation of this prohibition that occurs concurrently with an 
additional traffic offense, or if the violation results in an acci-
dent, is punishable as reckless driving. Current law provides 
that a violation of this prohibition is punishable as a traffic 
infraction only. 
Patron - Surovell

SB863  Operating a motor vehicle; obstructed view; 
secondary offense. Changes the offense of operating a motor 
vehicle with an object suspended in such vehicle that obstructs 
the driver's clear view of the highway from a primary offense 
to a secondary offense (one that can only be charged when the 
offender is stopped for another, separate offense).  
Patron - Surovell

SB954  Toll violations. Relocates Title 46.2 (Motor 
Vehicles) provisions relating to driving a motor vehicle from 
an establishment where motor fuel is dispensed into the vehi-
cle's tank without payment, and smoking in proximity to gas 
pumps, from their current location in Article 1.1 (Toll Viola-
tions and Enforcement) of Chapter 8 to a more logical place-
ment in Chapter 1 (General Provisions). The bill combines 
Code sections relating to electronic toll facilities. The bill 
requires a court to consider extenuating circumstances in 
assessing civil penalties for toll violations, which have been 
updated to reflect the technological advancements in collecting 
tolls. The bill makes the procedure for contesting toll viola-
tions via affidavit on toll facilities uniform.   
Patron - DeSteph
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SB998  Department of Motor Vehicles; availability 
of accident reports. Requires the Commissioner of the 
Department of Motor Vehicles to furnish a copy of an accident 
report to the requesting party within five days of the request.   
Patron - Ruff

SB1004  Judicial discretion for toll violations. 
Requires a court to consider extenuating circumstances in 
assessing civil penalties for toll violations.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1022  Annual report by toll operators. Requires 
all toll operators and HOT lanes operators to annually report 
data on toll violations, civil penalties, and administrative fees 
to the Department of Transportation (VDOT). The bill requires 
VDOT to submit such information to the Chairmen of the 
House and Senate Committees on Transportation.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1070  Speed monitoring systems. Provides that a 
locality may, by ordinance, establish a speed enforcement pro-
gram utilizing an automated speed monitoring system that cre-
ates recorded images of vehicles traveling at least 10 miles per 
hour in excess of the maximum applicable speed limit. The 
penalty imposed for violating applicable speed limits where 
such violation is established by recorded images produced by a 
speed monitoring system cannot exceed $50. The bill provides 
that a locality may only install and operate a speed monitoring 
system at residence districts, school crossing zones, and high-
way work zones. The procedures for operating a speed moni-
toring system and issuing summons to violators and the rights 
of such violators, including the right to appeal to circuit court, 
parallel those currently in place for red light violations 
recorded by photo-monitoring systems at traffic lights.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1077 Issuance of disabled parking placards. 
Allows mental health professionals to certify to the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles a person's disability that limits or 
impairs his ability to walk for the purpose of obtaining a dis-
abled parking placard. 
Patron - Deeds

SB1151  Local towing advisory board; member-
ship. Requires local towing advisory boards to consist of an 
equal number of representatives of (i) local law-enforcement 
agencies, (ii) licensed towing and recovery operators, (iii) 
commercial property or business owners, including business 
tenants residing in commercial buildings, and (iv) the general 
public. Current law requires the membership of such advisory 
boards to consist of (a) an equal number of representatives of 
local law-enforcement agencies and licensed towing and 
recovery operators and (b) one member of the general public.   
Patron - Favola

SB1170  Registration of specially constructed vehi-
cles for general transportation purposes. Provides a process 
by which the Department of Motor Vehicles may register spe-
cially constructed vehicles that do not meet requirements for 
on-road use to operate on the highways of the Commonwealth 
for general transportation purposes. Such vehicles may be 

operated only on an intrastate basis and must have a valid Vir-
ginia safety inspection. The owner of such specially con-
structed vehicle must complete an acknowledgement that such 
vehicle may not be operated on an interstate basis. Such vehi-
cles do not have to meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stan-
dards.  
Patron - Ruff

SB1184  Leaving vehicles unattended and running; 
prohibition. Prohibits a person operating a motor vehicle from 
allowing such vehicle to stand unattended without first stop-
ping the engine, locking the ignition, removing the key from 
the ignition, and effectively setting the brake.  
Patron - Dance

SB1187  Steady-burning blue or red lights on law 
enforcement vehicles. Permits law enforcement vehicles to be 
equipped with steady-burning blue or red lights in addition to 
being equipped with flashing, blinking, or alternating blue, 
blue and red, blue and white, or red, white, and blue combina-
tion warning lights of types approved by the Superintendent of 
State Police.  
Patron - Dance

SB1188 Driver's license suspensions for certain 
non-driving related offenses. Removes the existing provision 
that a person's driver's license is suspended (i) when he is con-
victed of or placed on deferred disposition for a drug offense 
and (ii) for violations not pertaining to the operator or opera-
tion of a motor vehicle. The provisions of this bill that affect 
the Code of Virginia have a delayed effective date of Septem-
ber 1, 2017.
Patron - Edwards

SB1219 Property transportation network compa-
nies. Requires property transportation network companies to 
provide motor vehicle liability coverage in the same amounts 
as are currently required for transportation network companies. 

Patron - Stanley

SB1223  Riding bicycle, electric personal assistive 
mobility device, electric power-assisted bicycle, or moped 
while intoxicated; penalty. Provides that any person operating 
a bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, electric 
power-assisted bicycle, or moped on a highway while intoxi-
cated is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.   
Patron - Barker

SB1277  Steady-burning blue or red lights on law 
enforcement vehicles. Permits law enforcement vehicles to be 
equipped with steady-burning blue or red lights in addition to 
being equipped with flashing, blinking, or alternating blue, 
blue and red, blue and white, or red, white, and blue combina-
tion warning lights of types approved by the Superintendent of 
State Police.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1280 Suspension of driver's license for nonpay-
ment of fines or costs. Extends the timeframe for which a per-
son who is convicted of any violation of the law of the 
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Commonwealth or of the United States or of any valid local 
ordinance may pay any fine, costs, forfeitures, restitution, or 
penalty lawfully assessed against him to 90 days before a court 
shall suspend the person's privilege to drive a motor vehicle on 
the highways in the Commonwealth. Under current law, a per-
son only has 30 days before a court shall suspend such privi-
lege.
Patron - Ebbin

SB1338 Passing in a bicycle lane prohibited. Prohib-
its the driver of a motor vehicle from using a bicycle lane to 
pass or attempt to pass another vehicle. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1339 Careless driving; cause of injury to vulner-
able road user. Provides that a person who operates a motor 
vehicle in a careless or distracted manner and is the proximate 
cause of serious physical injury to a vulnerable road user, 
defined in the bill as a pedestrian or person riding a bicycle, 
electric wheelchair, electric bicycle, wheelchair, skateboard, 
skates, foot-scooter, animal, or animal-drawn vehicle, is guilty 
of a traffic infraction. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1340  Regulation of towing. Includes as violations 
of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act prohibited acts by tow 
truck drivers and towing and recovery operators, violations of 
police towing, and violations of local ordinances regulating 
police towing, price, and trespass towing.  
Patron - Surovell

SB1345 Driver privilege cards. Authorizes the issu-
ance of new driver privilege cards by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles to an individual who has (i) reported income from 
Virginia sources on an individual tax return filed with the 
Commonwealth in the preceding 12 months and (ii) is not in 
violation of the insurance requirements of Article 8 (§ 46.2-
705 et seq.) (Registration of Uninsured Motor Vehicles) of 
Chapter 6 of Title 46.2. The bill provides that driver privilege 
cards shall confer the same privileges and shall be subject to 
the same provisions as driver's licenses and permits; however, 
driver privilege cards shall not (a) confer voting privileges, (b) 
permit an individual to waive any part of the driver examina-
tion, or (c) be required to present proof of legal presence in the 
United States. The bill provides for the term "driver's license" 
to consistently refer to all driver's licenses, permits, driver priv-
ilege cards, and special identification cards issued by the Com-
monwealth or the comparable law of another jurisdiction. The 
bill allows the issuance of a limited-duration driver's license 
and special identification card to an applicant presenting valid 
documentary evidence that a federal court or federal agency 
having jurisdiction over immigration has authorized the appli-
cant to be in the United States for a period of at least 30 days 
from the date of application. The bill authorizes the Tax Com-
missioner to provide to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles information sufficient to verify that an appli-
cant for a driver privilege card or permit reported income from 
Virginia sources on an individual tax return filed with the 
Commonwealth in the preceding 12 months. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of January 1, 2018.
Patron - Surovell

SB1406  Improper driving; penalty. Provides that 
any person who drives a vehicle on any highway while failing 
to provide the attention necessary for the safe operation of the 
vehicle but when such conduct does not constitute reckless 
driving is guilty of improper driving. The bill provides that 
improper driving is a punishable as a traffic infraction punish-
able by a fine of $300. Current law establishes a mechanism by 
which a person charged with reckless driving may be found 
guilty of improper driving and not guilty of reckless driving or 
an attorney for the Commonwealth may reduce a charge of 
reckless driving to improper driving. The bill leaves that cur-
rent mechanism in place.     
Patron - Vogel

SB1409  Reckless driving; exceeding speed limit. 
Raises from 80 to 85 miles per hour the speed above which a 
person who drives a motor vehicle on the highways in the 
Commonwealth is guilty of reckless driving regardless of the 
applicable maximum speed limit.    
Patron - Suetterlein

SB1435 Department of Motor Vehicles; regulation 
of property carriers. Combines the current property carrier 
and bulk property carrier authorities and eliminates the current 
license requirement for property brokers. The bill eliminates 
the requirement for the Department of Motor Vehicles to issue 
specially designated license plates for property-carrying vehi-
cles operated for hire. The bill reduces insurance limits for car-
riers operating vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating in 
excess of 7,500 pounds but not in excess of 10,000 pounds 
from $750,000 to $300,000. The bill reduces current liability 
coverage requirements for property carriers from $750,000 to 
$50,000 per person, $100,000 per incident for death and bodily 
injury, and $25,000 for property damage for passenger cars, 
motorcycles, autocycles, and vehicles with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of 7,500 pounds or less. The bill has a delayed 
effective date of October 1, 2017. 
Patron - Obenshain

SB1468  Tow truck drivers and towing and recov-
ery operators; requirements; penalties. Creates a civil pen-
alty of $100 to be paid into the Literary Fund for any tow truck 
driver or towing and recovery operator convicted of improp-
erly towing. The bill exempts Planning District 8 (Northern 
Virginia) from any requirement by a towing advisory board for 
written authorization in addition to a written contract in the 
event that a vehicle is being removed from private property. 
The bill requires that a tow truck driver immediately notify the 
animal control office in the locality from which the vehicle is 
being towed if the vehicle is occupied by a companion animal. 
The bill raises the hookup and initial towing fee in Planning 
District 8 (Northern Virginia) from $135 to $150. The bill 
requires the chairman of any towing advisory board within 
Planning District 8 (Northern Virginia) to be a representative 
of a licensed towing and recovery operator and limits the mem-
bership of such boards to only representatives of local law-
enforcement agencies, representatives of licensed towing and 
recovery operators, and one member of the general public. The 
bill adds improper towing as a prohibited act under the Virginia 
Consumer Protection Act (§ 59.1-196 et seq.).  
Patron - Marsden
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SB1510 Handheld photo speed monitoring devices.
Provides that the Department of State Police may operate a 
handheld photo speed monitoring device in or around highway 
work zones on the highways for the purposes of recording the 
operation of a vehicle in excess of a maximum speed limit 
established specifically for a highway work zone, when work-
ers are present, and when such highway work zone is indicated 
by appropriately placed signs displaying the maximum speed 
limit and the penalty for violations.  
Patron - Carrico

SB1536  Toll facility operators in Planning District 
8. Requires the operator of a toll facility located in Planning 
District 8 that uses dynamic pricing to notify motorists using 
smart roadway technologies of the toll price and estimated 
travel time for each posted destination.  
Patron - McPike

SB1568  Digital advertisements on buses and taxi-
cabs. Allows digital advertisements to be displayed on buses 
operating as public carriers and on the roof of any taxicab.  
Patron - Reeves

SJ299  Study; DMV; funding and customer service; 
report. Directs the Department of Motor Vehicles to study its 
funding models to ensure continuing superior customer ser-
vice.   
Patron - Black

Pensions, Benefits, and 
Retirement

Passed

HB1768 Virginia Retirement System; stress testing 
and reporting policies. Requires the Virginia Retirement Sys-
tem (VRS) to formally adopt stress testing and additional 
reporting policies. The bill requires VRS to analyze and regu-
larly report on projections of benefit levels, pension costs, lia-
bilities, and debt reduction under various scenarios; to provide 
a detailed online statement of investment policy and include 
investment performance data in certain timeframes up to 25 
years; and to report investment performance and expenses such 
as carried interest fees. 
Patron - Garrett

SB896  Volunteer Firefighters' and Rescue Squad 
Workers' Service Award Fund Board; meetings. Requires 
the Volunteer Firefighters' and Rescue Squad Workers' Service 
Award Fund Board to meet at least annually. Current law 
requires the Board to meet at least quarterly.   
Patron - Ruff

Failed

HB1645  State Sickness and Disability Program.
Eliminates the one-year waiting period for eligibility for dis-

ability benefits for vested local government employees com-
mencing employment in a state position covered under the 
Virginia Retirement System (VRS), State Police Officers' 
Retirement System, Virginia Law Officers' Retirement System, 
or the hybrid retirement program. Under current law, employ-
ees who enter state service on or after July 1, 2009, are 
required to wait one year before they can receive benefits 
under the state sickness and disability program for nonwork 
related disabilities. The bill eliminates this waiting period for 
local government employees who have at least five years of 
creditable service under VRS (including the hybrid retirement 
program) or the Law Enforcement Officers' Retirement System 
(LEORS) upon commencing employment in a state position 
with no break in service. In addition, for purposes of determin-
ing the disability benefit payable, the bill provides that any 
such employee upon entering state service will be deemed to 
have a beginning balance of months of state service equal to 
the number of months of VRS or LEORS creditable service 
credited to him as of his beginning employment date.    

 The provisions of the bill do not affect disability benefits pay-
able or eligibility for such benefits relating to illnesses or inju-
ries occurring prior to July 1, 2017.   
Patron - Loupassi

HB1833  Virginia Law Officers' Retirement Sys-
tem; conservation officers. Adds conservation officers of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation as members of the 
Virginia Law Officers' Retirement System. Conservation offi-
cers would accrue retirement benefits under the Virginia Law 
Officers' Retirement System only for creditable service earned 
on or after July 1, 2017.  
Patron - Kilgore

HB1967  Virginia Retirement System; hybrid 
retirement program. Modifies the hybrid retirement program 
by (i) increasing the mandatory employer contribution to the 
defined contribution component from 1% to 2% of creditable 
compensation, (ii) decreasing the employer's maximum match-
ing contribution to the defined contribution component from 
2.5% to 1.5% of creditable compensation, (iii) increasing the 
employee's mandatory contribution to the defined contribution 
component from 1% to 2% of creditable compensation, (iv) 
decreasing the employee's maximum contribution to the volun-
tary defined contribution component from 4% to 3% of credit-
able compensation, (v) decreasing from three years to two 
years the period in which a new member of the hybrid retire-
ment program is required to make the maximum voluntary 
contribution to the defined contribution component, and (vi) 
decreasing the employee's contribution to the defined benefit 
component from 4% to 3% of creditable compensation. The 
bill also sets a new employee's voluntary contribution rate to 
the defined contribution component at 0.5% unless the 
employee opts out.  
Patron - Massie

HB2080  Virginia Law Officers' Retirement Sys-
tem; eligible employees. Includes Department of Emergency 
Management hazardous materials officers as employees cov-
ered by the Virginia Law Officers' Retirement System, pro-
vided that such officers shall accrue retirement benefits only 
for creditable service on and after July 1, 2017.   
Patron - Wilt
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HB2251 Virginia Retirement System; optional 
defined contribution retirement plan. Requires the Virginia 
Retirement System (VRS) to establish an optional defined con-
tribution retirement plan for state and local employees. Partici-
pation in the plan is in lieu of other retirement plans offered by 
VRS. Employees hired on or after July 1, 2019, shall make an 
irrevocable election whether to participate in the plan. A per-
son who is employed on June 30, 2019, shall make an irrevoca-
ble election by October 31, 2019, to participate in the new 
retirement plan beginning January 1, 2020, in lieu of his retire-
ment plan at the time. If such employee elects to participate in 
the new plan, his retirement plan at the time of election will be 
"frozen" and not increase because of compensation earned or 
years of service earned while participating in the new plan. 
Under the plan, the employer makes a mandatory contribution 
in the amount of 8.5 percent of the employee's compensation, 
and the employee contributes five percent of his compensation. 
The employer's contribution becomes fully vested upon the 
employee's completion of five years of continuous participa-
tion. 
Patron - Jones

HB2294  Health insurance credits for retired 
school division employees. Requires school divisions to pro-
vide a health insurance credit of $4 per year of service to all 
retired members of local school divisions with at least 15 years 
of total creditable service. Currently, the $4 per year health 
insurance credit is provided only to teachers, and non-teacher 
school division employees are eligible for a credit of $1.50 per 
year of service, capped at $45 per month, if the locality has 
elected such coverage. An enactment clause provides that this 
measure does apply to any local school division employee who 
retired on disability prior to July 1, 2017, if this measure would 
reduce the monthly credit currently payable to such former  
member. Eligible employees who retired prior to July 1, 2017, 
but who did not receive a health insurance credit prior to that 
date will only receive the $4 per year health insurance credit 
prospectively.   
Patron - McQuinn

SB881  Virginia Retirement System (VRS); receipt 
of retirement allowance while employed in a covered posi-
tion. Permits a person who has attained the age of 62 to receive 
a retirement allowance from VRS and be employed in a VRS 
covered position. The years of service and the compensation 
earned during such employment do not affect the amount of the 
retirement allowance during or after such employment.   
Patron - Spruill

SB1071  Virginia Law Officers' Retirement Sys-
tem; conservation officers. Adds conservation officers of the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation as members of the 
Virginia Law Officers' Retirement System. The bill makes con-
servation officers eligible to accrue retirement benefits under 
the Virginia Law Officers' Retirement System only for credit-
able service on and after July 1, 2017.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1181  Virginia Retirement System; return to 
employment by retired public safety employees. Authorizes 
a person retired from a public safety position and receiving a 
service retirement allowance to continue to receive such retire-

ment allowance if rehired in a position covered for retirement 
purposes. The bill provides that such new employment does 
not affect the person's retirement benefit and that such 
employee is not eligible to participate in the cash match plan, 
the group insurance program, or the sickness and disability 
program.  
Patron - Reeves

Persons with Disabilities

Passed

HB1716 Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disor-
ders Commission; sunset. Extends the sunset date of the Alz-
heimer's Disease and Related Disorders Commission from July 
1, 2017, to July 1, 2020, and makes a technical correction to 
the reporting requirement of the Commission. This bill is iden-
tical to SB 869.
Patron - Anderson

HB1946 Office of the State Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman. Amends provisions related to the Office of the 
State Long-Term Care Ombudsman (the Office) and its access 
to and handling of certain information and records to conform 
to federal requirements and remove ambiguities. The bill also 
prohibits interference with or retaliation or reprisals against (i) 
the Office or its representatives or designees for fulfillment of 
its functions, responsibilities, or duties or (ii) a person who in 
good faith complains or provides information to, or otherwise 
cooperates with, the Office or any of its representatives or des-
ignees. The bill requires the Commissioner for Aging and 
Rehabilitative Services to promulgate regulations regarding the 
investigation of allegations of interference, retaliation, or repri-
sals and the implementation of sanctions with respect to such 
interference, retaliation, or reprisals. The bill also requires the 
Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services to put in 
place mechanisms to ensure that the Office may (a) analyze, 
comment on, and monitor the development and implementa-
tion of laws, regulations, and policies related to long-term care 
services and providers or to the health, safety, welfare, and 
rights of individuals receiving long-term care services; (b) rec-
ommend changes to such laws, regulations, and policies; and 
(c) provide information, recommendations, and the position of 
the Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman to public 
and private agencies, legislators, media, and other persons 
regarding concerns of individuals receiving long-term care ser-
vices. 
Patron - Peace

SB869 Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders 
Commission; sunset. Extends the sunset date of the Alzhei-
mer's Disease and Related Disorders Commission from July 1, 
2017, to July 1, 2020, and makes a technical correction to the 
reporting requirement of the Commission. This bill is identical 
to HB 1716.
Patron - Ruff

SB1437  Commonwealth Council on Aging; duties.
Imposes on the Commonwealth Council on Aging a duty to 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2251
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2294
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0881
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1071
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1181
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1716
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1946
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB0869
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1437


Police (State) 158  2017 Session Summary
assist and advise the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative 
Services regarding strategies to improve nutritional health, 
alleviate hunger, and prevent malnutrition among older adults.  
Patron - Favola

Failed

HB2109  Rights of persons with disabilities; defini-
tion of "service dog." Expands the definition of "service dog" 
to include dogs trained to assist persons with a disability by 
providing (i) therapeutic contact to help with depression, anxi-
ety, or certain phobias, or to improve physical or cognitive 
functioning, or (ii) emotional support, well-being, comfort, or 
companionship.  
Patron - Kory

Police (State)

Passed

SB1506 Applicant Fingerprint Database; Federal 
Bureau of Investigation records. Authorizes the Department 
of State Police to submit fingerprints and accompanying 
records to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to be 
advised through the FBI's Next Generation Identification Rap 
Back service when an individual subject to a criminal back-
ground check as a condition of licensure, certification, employ-
ment, or volunteer service with an agency or entity is arrested 
for, or convicted of, a criminal offense not reported to the 
Department that would disqualify that individual from such 
licensure, certification, employment, or volunteer service.
Patron - Cosgrove

Failed

HB1398  Hate crimes; acts against law-enforce-
ment officers, firefighters, and EMS personnel. Expands the 
definition of hate crime for the purpose of reporting hate 
crimes within the Department of State Police to include acts 
against persons employed as law-enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, or emergency medical services personnel.    
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1702  State Police; reporting hate crimes.
Includes within the definition of "hate crime" a criminal act 
committed against a person because of sexual orientation or 
gender identification and requires the reporting of the commis-
sion of such crime to the State Police.  
Patron - Sullivan

SB1000  Officer-involved shootings; model policy 
for investigations; disclosure of report. Provides that an 
attorney for the Commonwealth shall disclose a report of his 
findings for any "officer-involved shooting" if no criminal 
charges are brought against a law-enforcement officer, or, 
alternatively, if charges are brought, the attorney for the Com-

monwealth shall issue a general statement disclosing the gen-
eral purpose of bringing such charges or seeking an indictment. 
The bill directs the Department of Criminal Justice Services to 
develop a model policy regarding the investigation of an offi-
cer-involved shooting.  
Patron - Locke

Prisons and Other Methods of 
Correction

Passed

HB1468 Compliance with detainers; U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement. Prohibits the Director of the 
Department of Corrections, sheriff, or other official in charge 
of a facility in which an alien is incarcerated from releasing an 
incarcerated alien for whom a lawful detainer order has been 
received from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 
except to transfer custody of such alien to another facility or to 
an appropriate federal authority. The bill provides that no alien 
shall be held in custody in excess of his scheduled release date 
unless federal law requires that such alien be held.  This bill 
was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1651 Inmate trust accounts; exemption. Pro-
vides that an inmate who has been sentenced to a term of 
imprisonment that makes the inmate ineligible for release, 
excluding conditional geriatric release, prior to 75 years of age 
is exempt from depositing 10 percent of any funds the inmate 
receives into an inmate personal trust account.
Patron - Kory

SB1063 State Board of Corrections; membership; 
powers and duties; review of death of inmates in local cor-
rectional facilities. Authorizes the State Board of Corrections 
(the Board) to conduct a review of the death of any inmate in a 
local or regional correctional facility in order to determine the 
circumstances surrounding the inmate's death and whether the 
facility was in compliance with the Board's regulations. The 
bill requires the Board to develop and implement policies and 
procedures for the review of the death of any inmate that 
occurs in any local or regional correctional facility. The bill 
provides that the Board (i) may request the Department of Cor-
rections to conduct a death review if the Board determines that 
it cannot adequately conduct such review because the Board is 
already in the process of conducting another review and (ii) 
shall request the Office of the State Inspector General to review 
the operation of any entity other than a correctional facility if 
such review is necessary to complete the death review. Finally, 
the bill also specifies requisite qualifications for individuals 
appointed to the Board. 
Patron - Deeds

SB1313  Reimbursement of capital costs; regional 
jails; regional contracts for cooperative jailing. Provides 
that on or after July 1, 2017, the Commonwealth shall reim-
burse a locality a maximum of one-fourth of the capital costs 
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for any regional jail construction, enlargement, or renovation 
project that has been approved by the Governor on or after July 
1, 2017, and specifically authorized in the general appropria-
tion act.  
Patron - McDougle

Failed

HB1782  State Board of Corrections; membership; 
powers and duties; review of deaths of inmates in local cor-
rectional facilities. Authorizes the State Board of Corrections 
(Board) to conduct a review of the death of any inmate in a 
local or regional correctional facility in order to determine the 
circumstances surrounding the inmate's death and whether the 
facility was in compliance with the Board's regulations. The 
bill requires the Board to develop and implement policies and 
procedures for the review of the death of any inmate that 
occurs in any local or regional correctional facility. The bill 
also requires that the State Department of Health and the Office 
of the Chief Medical Examiner assist the Board in developing 
and implementing these policies and procedures and with any 
death review undertaken by the Board. The bill provides that 
any death review shall be performed by Department of Correc-
tions (Department) staff designated by the Board and requires 
the Board to submit a report of the findings of a completed 
investigation to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the 
Department. The bill also specifies requisite qualifications for 
individuals appointed to the Board.  
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1783  Mental health screening of prisoners in 
local correctional facilities. Requires that the staff of a local, 
regional, or community correctional facility screen persons 
admitted to the facility for mental illness using a scientifically 
validated instrument identified by the Department of Criminal 
Justice Services in consultation with the State Board of Correc-
tions and the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services. The bill also requires that these entities 
develop and deliver a training program for employees of such 
facilities in the administration of such instrument. The bill pro-
vides that if the screening indicates that a person may have a 
mental illness, an assessment of his need for mental services 
shall be conducted within 72 hours of the time of the screening 
by a qualified mental health professional.  
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB2099  Officer-involved shootings; model policy 
for investigations; disclosure of report. Provides that an 
attorney for the Commonwealth shall disclose a report of his 
findings for any "officer-involved shooting" if no criminal 
charges are brought against a law-enforcement officer, or, 
alternatively, if charges are brought, the attorney for the Com-
monwealth shall issue a general statement disclosing the gen-
eral purpose of bringing such charges or seeking an indictment. 
The bill directs the Department of Criminal Justice Services to 
develop a model policy regarding the investigation of an offi-
cer-involved shooting.   
Patron - Price

HB2100  Disclosure of information regarding for-
mer deputy sheriffs and law-enforcement officers. Provides 

that any sheriff or chief of police, any director or chief execu-
tive of any agency or department employing deputy sheriffs or 
law-enforcement officers, and the Director of the Department 
of Criminal Justice Services shall disclose to a prospective 
law-enforcement or jail employer (i) any information related to 
an arrest or prosecution of a former appointee or employee, 
including expunged information; (ii) any information related to 
a civil suit regarding a former appointee's or employee's 
employment or performance of his duties; and (iii) any infor-
mation obtained during the course of any internal investigation 
related to a former appointee's or employee's alleged criminal 
conduct, use of excessive force, or other official misconduct. 
The bill provides that disclosure is required only if the prospec-
tive employer presents a written waiver signed by the former 
appointee or employee that explicitly authorizes the disclosure 
and the agency receiving the request is not prohibited from the 
disclosure of such information pursuant to a binding nondisclo-
sure agreement or otherwise prohibited by law. The bill pro-
vides immunity to such sheriff, chief of police, and director or 
chief executive and to the Director of the Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Services for disclosing information in compliance 
with the provisions of this bill.  
Patron - Price

HB2224  Parole Board; appointment; terms. Cre-
ates the Parole Qualifications Committee to receive and review 
applications for vacancies on the Parole Board. The bill 
requires the Committee to provide a nonbinding recommenda-
tion list of three eligible candidates to the Governor and 
requires that eligible candidates, other than a crime victim who 
may be appointed by the Governor pursuant to current law, for 
the Parole Board have (i) a law degree or a degree from an 
accredited university or college with a major in criminology, 
corrections, or a related social science and (ii) at least five 
years of experience in corrections, criminal justice, or criminal 
law. The bill establishes five-year terms for members of the 
Parole Board; current law does not establish terms but provides 
that members serve at the pleasure of the Governor.  
Patron - Sickles

SB851  Weekend jail time. Replaces the provision 
limiting nonconsecutive days in jail for the purpose of allowing 
the defendant to retain gainful employment with a good cause 
standard and allows the court to sentence the defendant to non-
consecutive days in jail only if the active portion of the sen-
tence remaining to be served is 90 days or less. If there is no 
objection from the Commonwealth, the court may sentence fel-
ons to nonconsecutive days in jail if the felony was not an act 
of violence as defined in § 19.2-297.1. 
Patron - Stanley

SB933 DCJS training; jail officers; mental health 
first aid. Requires that the compulsory training standards 
established by the Department of Criminal Justice Services for 
persons employed as deputy sheriffs and jail officers by local 
criminal justice agencies include annual training in mental 
health first aid. This bill was incorporated into SB 940. 
Patron - Favola

SB940 Mental health screening of inmates at local 
correctional facilities. Requires that the staff of a local correc-
tional facility screen persons admitted to the facility for mental 
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illness using a scientifically validated instrument designated by 
the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Services. The bill provides that if the screening indicates that a 
person may have a mental illness, an assessment of his need for 
mental services shall be conducted within 72 hours of the time 
of the screening by a qualified mental health professional, 
which is defined in the bill. The bill requires the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services, in consultation with the State Board 
of Corrections and the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services, to (i) ensure that local and regional 
correctional facilities are aware of the aforementioned require-
ments and (ii) develop and deliver a training program for 
employees of such facilities regarding the administration of 
such instrument. This bill incorporates SB 933.
Patron - Cosgrove

SB942  Deaths of inmates in local correctional facili-
ties; review by State Board of Corrections. Authorizes the 
State Board of Corrections (Board) to conduct a review of the 
death of any inmate in a local or regional correctional facility 
in order to determine the circumstances surrounding the 
inmate's death and whether the facility was in compliance with 
the Board's regulations. The bill provides that any review shall 
be performed by Department of Corrections (Department) staff 
designated by the Board and requires the Board to submit a 
report of the findings of a completed investigation to the Gov-
ernor, the General Assembly, and the Department.  
Patron - Cosgrove

SB958  Disclosure of information regarding former 
deputy sheriffs and law-enforcement officers. Provides that 
any sheriff or chief of police, any director or chief executive of 
any agency or department employing deputy sheriffs or law-
enforcement officers, and the Director of the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services shall disclose to a prospective law-
enforcement or jail employer (i) any information related to an 
arrest or prosecution of a former appointee or employee, 
including expunged information; (ii) any information related to 
a civil suit regarding a former appointee's or employee's 
employment or performance of his duties; and (iii) any infor-
mation obtained during the course of any internal investigation 
related to a former appointee's or employee's alleged criminal 
conduct, use of excessive force, or other official misconduct. 
The bill provides that disclosure is required only if the prospec-
tive employer presents a written waiver signed by the former 
appointee or employee that explicitly authorizes the disclosure 
and the agency receiving the request is not prohibited from the 
disclosure of such information pursuant to a binding nondisclo-
sure agreement or otherwise prohibited by law. The bill pro-
vides immunity to such sheriff, chief of police, and director or 
chief executive and to the Director of the Department of Crimi-
nal Justice Services for disclosing information in compliance 
with the provisions of this bill.   
Patron - Locke

SB1146 Costs of medical treatment; jail inmates.
Provides that no sheriff or jail superintendent or locality is 
responsible for payment of the cost of medical treatment of an 
inmate's preexisting condition. Under current law, the sheriff, 
jail superintendent, or locality is responsible for payment of the 
cost of medical treatment for such inmate's preexisting condi-
tion if that condition is a communicable disease, serious medi-

cal need, or life-threatening condition. The bill provides that 
adequate medical treatment shall not be withheld due to an 
inmate's inability to pay. 
Patron - DeSteph

SB1442 Mental health screening of inmates at local 
correctional facilities. Requires that the staff of a local correc-
tional facility screen persons admitted to the facility for mental 
illness using a scientifically validated instrument designated by 
the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Services. The bill provides that if the screening indicates that a 
person may have a mental illness, an assessment of his need for 
mental services shall be conducted within 72 hours of the time 
of the screening by a qualified mental health professional, 
which is defined in the bill. The bill requires the Department of 
Criminal Justice Services, in consultation with the State Board 
of Corrections and the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services, to (i) ensure that local and regional 
correctional facilities are aware of the aforementioned require-
ments and (ii) develop and deliver a training program for 
employees of such facilities regarding the administration of 
such instrument. 
Patron - Deeds

Professions and Occupations

Passed

HB1453 Dispensing of naloxone. Allows a person 
who is authorized by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services to train individuals on the administra-
tion of naloxone for use in opioid overdose reversal and who is 
acting on behalf of an organization that provides services to 
individuals at risk of experiencing opioid overdose or training 
in the administration of naloxone for overdose reversal and that 
has obtained a controlled substances registration from the 
Board of Pharmacy pursuant to § 54.1-3423 to dispense nalox-
one to a person who has completed a training program on the 
administration of naloxone for opioid overdose reversal, pro-
vided that such dispensing is (i) pursuant to a standing order 
issued by a prescriber, (ii) in accordance with protocols devel-
oped by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board 
of Medicine and the Department of Health, and (iii) without 
charge or compensation. The bill also provides that dispensing 
may occur at a site other than that of the controlled substance 
registration, provided that the entity possessing the controlled 
substance registration maintains records in accordance with 
regulations of the Board of Pharmacy. The bill further provides 
that a person who dispenses naloxone shall not be liable for 
civil damages of ordinary negligence for acts or omissions 
resulting from the rendering of such treatment if he acts in 
good faith and that a person to whom naloxone has been dis-
pensed pursuant to the provisions of the bill may possess nal-
oxone and may administer naloxone to a person who is 
believed to be experiencing or about to experience a life-threat-
ening opioid overdose. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
This bill is identical to SB 848.
Patron - LaRock
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HB1474 Dental hygiene; remote supervision. Elimi-
nates the requirement that a dental hygienist providing dental 
hygiene services under remote supervision be employed by the 
supervising dentist; clarifies continuing education require-
ments for dental hygienists practicing under remote supervi-
sion; eliminates the requirement for written permission to treat 
a patient from a dentist who has treated the patient in the previ-
ous 12 months; and allows a dental hygienist practicing under 
remote supervision to treat a patient who provides verbal con-
firmation that he does not have a dentist of record whom he is 
seeing regularly. The bill eliminates the requirement that a den-
tal hygienist practicing under remote supervision consult with 
the supervising dentist prior to providing further dental 
hygiene services if the patient is medically compromised or has 
periodontal disease and allows a dental hygienist practicing 
under remote supervision to provide further dental hygiene ser-
vices in accordance with a written practice protocol developed 
and provided by the supervising dentist, which shall consider, 
at minimum, the medical complexity of the patient and the pre-
senting signs and symptoms of oral disease. The bill requires a 
supervising dentist who conducts the examination of the 
patient or refers the patient to another dentist for examination 
following the 90-day period during which a dental hygienist is 
permitted to provide dental hygiene services under remote 
supervision to develop a diagnosis and treatment plan for the 
patient. The bill directs the Board of Dentistry to promulgate 
regulations to implement the provisions of the act within 280 
days of its enactment.
Patron - Orrock

HB1475 Common Interest Community Board; 
information on covenants; association disclosure packets. 
Requires the Common Interest Community Board to include in 
its current one-page form that accompanies association disclo-
sure packets that are required to be provided to all prospective 
purchasers of lots located within a development that is subject 
to the Virginia Property Owners' Association Act that the pur-
chase contract for a lot within an association is a legally bind-
ing document once it is signed by the prospective purchaser 
where the purchaser has not elected to cancel the purchase con-
tract in accordance with law.
Patron - Orrock

HB1479 Attorney discipline; procedures. Conforms 
the statutory procedures for disciplining attorneys to the Rules 
of Supreme Court of Virginia. This bill is identical to SB 874.
Patron - Leftwich

HB1484 Board of Medicine to amend regulations 
governing licensure of occupational therapists to specify 
Type 1 continuous learning activities. Directs the Board of 
Medicine to amend regulations governing licensure of occupa-
tional therapists to provide that Type 1 continuing learning 
activities that shall be completed by the practitioner prior to 
renewal of a license shall consist of an organized program of 
study, classroom experience, or similar educational experience 
that is related to a licensee's current or anticipated roles and 
responsibilities in occupational therapy and approved or pro-
vided by one of the following organizations or any of its com-
ponents: the Virginia Occupational Therapy Association; the 
American Occupational Therapy Association; the National 
Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy; a local, state, 

or federal government agency; a regionally accredited college 
or university; or a health care organization accredited by a 
national accrediting organization granted authority by the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services to assure compliance 
with Medicare conditions of participation. Such regulations 
shall also provide that Type 1 continuing learning activities 
may also include an American Medical Association Category 1 
Continuing Medical Education program. The bill further pro-
vides that the Board of Medicine shall not deem maintenance 
of any certification provided by such organization as sufficient 
to fulfill continuing learning requirements for occupational 
therapists. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1497 Requirements for ophthalmic prescrip-
tions. Requires, for ophthalmic prescriptions written on or 
after July 1, 2017, that an ophthalmologist or optometrist 
establish a bona fide provider-patient relationship with a 
patient prior to prescribing spectacles, eyeglasses, lenses, or 
contact lenses, and sets out requirements for establishing such 
relationship, which includes options for examination of the 
patient either in person or through face-to-face interactive, 
two-way, real-time communication or store-and-forward tech-
nologies. This bill is identical to SB 1321.
Patron - Farrell

HB1505 Perpetual care trust funds; method of dis-
tribution. Allows cemetery companies to request the trustee of 
a perpetual care trust fund to elect a total return distribution 
method for distributions from the trust. The bill provides that a 
total return distribution method allows the distribution of an 
amount not to exceed five percent of the fair market value of 
the perpetual care trust fund at the close of its preceding fiscal 
year. The bill contains notice and reporting requirements for 
the election and implementation of this method to the trustee, 
Cemetery Board, and commissioner of accounts. The bill sets 
forth requirements that a trustee using such method must meet, 
including adoption of a written investment and distribution 
policy, responsible investment decision making, and monitor-
ing of the trust's fair market value. The bill prohibits a trustee 
from making distributions from the trust under the total return 
distribution method if (i) the fair market value of the trust after 
the distribution would be less than the aggregate of 80 percent 
of the fair market value of the trust at the close of the preceding 
fiscal year plus the total contributions made to the trust princi-
pal from such date to the date that the method of distribution is 
elected or (ii) beginning with the third year of using a total 
return distribution method, a three-year analysis of investment 
returns and distribution practices indicates insufficient protec-
tion of the trust principal. The bill requires the Cemetery Board 
to review conversions of perpetual care trust fund distribution 
methods for compliance with the requirements of the bill and 
allows the Cemetery Board to limit or prohibit conversions to 
and distributions under the total return distribution method 
under certain circumstances, including where the trustee or 
investment manager is without sufficient knowledge and 
expertise regarding implementation of this method. Under cur-
rent law, a trustee of a perpetual care trust fund may make dis-
tributions only from the trust's net income and, absent approval 
by the Cemetery Board or a court, the trust principal may be 
used only for investment purposes. The bill refers to this 
method as the "net income distribution method" and estab-
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lishes this as the default distribution method in the event that a 
cemetery company does not elect a distribution method. This 
bill is identical to SB 891.
Patron - Garrett

HB1514 Health care practitioners; reporting dis-
abilities of drivers. Provides that any doctor of medicine, oste-
opathy, chiropractic, or podiatry or any nurse practitioner, 
physician assistant, optometrist, physical therapist, or clinical 
psychologist who reports to the Department of Motor Vehicles 
the existence, or probable existence, of a mental or physical 
disability or infirmity of any person licensed to operate a motor 
vehicle that the reporting individual believes affects such per-
son's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely is not subject to 
civil liability or deemed to have violated the practitioner-
patient privilege unless he has acted in bad faith or with mali-
cious intent. This bill is identical to SB 1024.
Patron - Fowler

HB1541  Board of Nursing; powers and duties.
Authorizes the Board of Nursing to deny or withdraw approval 
from training programs for failure to meet prescribed stan-
dards. Under current law, the Board has such power for educa-
tional programs.  
Patron - Robinson

HB1548 Advance directives; mental health treat-
ment; capacity determinations. Provides that in cases in 
which a person has executed an advance directive granting an 
agent the authority to consent to the person's admission to a 
facility for mental health treatment and the advance directive 
so authorizes, the person's agent may exercise such authority 
after a determination that the person is incapable of making an 
informed decision regarding such admission has been made by 
(i) the attending physician, (ii) a psychiatrist or licensed clini-
cal psychologist, (iii) a licensed psychiatric nurse practitioner, 
(iv) a licensed clinical social worker, or (v) a designee of the 
local community services board as defined in § 37.2-809. The 
bill also provides that a person's agent may make a health care 
decision over the protest of the person if, in addition to other 
factors, at the time the advance directive was made, a licensed 
physician, licensed clinical psychologist, licensed physician 
assistant, licensed nurse practitioner, licensed professional 
counselor, or licensed clinical social worker who is familiar 
with the person attested in writing that the person was capable 
of making an informed decision and understood the conse-
quences of the provision. This bill is identical to SB 1511.
Patron - Farrell

HB1556 Real Estate Appraiser Board; evaluations. 
Allows a licensed residential real estate appraiser, certified res-
idential real estate appraiser, or certified general real estate 
appraiser to provide an evaluation of real estate or real property 
in connection with certain real estate-related financial transac-
tions. This bill is identical to SB 1535.
Patron - Ware

HB1610 Drug Control Act; Schedule I. Adds certain 
chemical substances to Schedule I of the Drug Control Act. 
The Board of Pharmacy has added these substances to Sched-
ule I in an expedited regulatory process. A substance added via 
this process is removed from the schedule after 18 months 

unless a general law is enacted adding the substance to the 
schedule. The bill also removes two substances, benzylfentanyl 
and thienylfentanyl, from Schedule I. The bill contains techni-
cal amendments. This bill is identical to SB 1546.
Patron - Garrett

HB1642 Possession and administration of nalox-
one. Adds employees of the Department of Forensic Science, 
employees of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, and 
employees of the Department of General Services Division of 
Consolidated Laboratory Services to the list of individuals who 
may possess and administer naloxone or other opioid antago-
nist, provided that they have completed a training program. 
The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to 
SB 1031.
Patron - Hope

HB1661 Administration of medications to treat 
adrenal crisis. Provides that a prescriber may authorize an 
employee of (i) a school board, (ii) a school for students with 
disabilities, or (iii) an accredited private school who is trained 
in the administration of injected medications for the treatment 
of adrenal crisis resulting from a condition causing adrenal 
insufficiency to administer such medications to a student diag-
nosed with a condition causing adrenal insufficiency when the 
student is believed to be experiencing or about to experience an 
adrenal crisis pursuant to a written order or standing protocol 
issued within the course of the prescriber's professional prac-
tice and with the consent of the student's parents. The bill pro-
vides that any such authorized employee who administers or 
assists in the administration of such medications to a student 
diagnosed with a condition causing adrenal insufficiency when 
the student is believed to be experiencing or about to experi-
ence an adrenal crisis in accordance with the prescriber's 
instructions shall not be liable for any civil damages for ordi-
nary negligence in acts or omissions resulting from the render-
ing of such treatment.
Patron - Greason

HB1688 Practice of chiropractic; certain medical 
evaluations. Provides that the practice of chiropractic medi-
cine shall include performing the physical examination of an 
applicant for a commercial driver's license or commercial 
learner's permit if the practitioner has (i) applied for and 
received a certificate as a medical examiner from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration in accordance with 49 
C.F.R. Part 390, Subpart D and (ii) registered with the National 
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners. The bill also pro-
vides that it shall be unprofessional conduct for any person to 
perform the services of a medical examiner as defined in 49 
C.F.R. § 390.5 if, at the time such services are performed, the 
person performing such services is not listed on the National 
Registry of Certified Medical Examiners or fails to meet the 
requirements for continuing to be listed on the National Regis-
try of Certified Medical Examiners. 
Patron - Villanueva

HB1747 Qualified advance directive facilitators. 
Defines "qualified advance directive facilitator" as a person 
who has successfully completed a training program approved 
by the Department of Health for providing assistance in com-
pleting and executing a written advance directive; establishes 
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requirements for training programs for qualified advance direc-
tive facilitators; and provides that distribution of a form for an 
advance directive that meets the requirements of § 54.1-2984 
and the provision of ministerial assistance to a person with 
regard to the completion or execution of such form shall not 
constitute the unauthorized practice of law. This bill is identical 
to SB 1242.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1748 Charity health care services; liability pro-
tection for administrators. Provides that persons who admin-
ister, organize, arrange, or promote the rendering of services to 
patients of certain clinics shall not be liable to patients of such 
clinics for any civil damages for any act or omission resulting 
from the rendering of such services unless the act or omission 
was the result of such persons' or the clinic's gross negligence 
or willful misconduct. This bill is identical to SB 981.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1750  Dispensing of naloxone; patient-specific 
order not required. Provides that a pharmacist may dispense 
naloxone in the absence of a patient-specific prescription pur-
suant to a standing order issued by the Commissioner of Health 
authorizing the dispensing of naloxone or other opioid antago-
nist used for overdose reversal in the absence of an oral or writ-
ten order for a specific patient issued by a prescriber and in 
accordance with protocols developed by the Board of Phar-
macy in consultation with the Board of Medicine and the 
Department of Health.   
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1767 Practice of telemedicine; prescribing. Pro-
vides that a health care practitioner who performs or has per-
formed an appropriate examination of the patient, either 
physically or by the use of instrumentation and diagnostic 
equipment, for the purpose of establishing a bona fide practi-
tioner-patient relationship may prescribe Schedule II through 
VI controlled substances to the patient, provided that the pre-
scribing of such controlled substance is in compliance with 
federal requirements for the practice of telemedicine. The bill 
also authorizes the Board of Pharmacy to register an entity at 
which a patient is treated by the use of instrumentation and 
diagnostic equipment for the purpose of establishing a bona 
fide practitioner-patient relationship and is prescribed Sched-
ule II through VI controlled substances to possess and adminis-
ter Schedule II through VI controlled substances when such 
prescribing is in compliance with federal requirements for the 
practice of telemedicine and the patient is not in the physical 
presence of a practitioner registered with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration. The bill contains an emergency 
clause. This bill is identical to SB 1009.
Patron - Garrett

HB1799 Board of Pharmacy to deschedule or 
reschedule controlled substances. Authorizes the Board of 
Pharmacy (Board) to designate, deschedule, or reschedule as a 
controlled substance any substance 30 days after publication in 
the Federal Register of a final or interim final order or rule des-
ignating such substance as a controlled substance or deschedul-
ing or rescheduling such substance. Under current law, the 
Board may act 120 days from such publication date. The bill 
also provides that a person is immune from prosecution for 

prescribing, administering, dispensing, or possessing pursuant 
to a valid prescription a substance approved as a prescription 
drug by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on or after 
July 1, 2017, in accordance with a final or interim final order or 
rule despite the fact that such substance has not been scheduled 
by the Board. The immunity provided by the bill remains in 
effect until the earlier of (i) nine months from the date of the 
publication of the interim final order or rule or, if published 
within nine months of the interim final order or rule, the final 
order or rule or (ii) the substance is scheduled by the Board or 
by law. This bill is identical to SB 1403.
Patron - O'Bannon

HB1885 Limits on prescription of controlled sub-
stances containing opioids. Requires a prescriber registered 
with the Prescription Monitoring Program (the Program) to 
request information about a patient from the Program upon ini-
tiating a new course of treatment that includes the prescribing 
of opioids anticipated, at the onset of treatment, to last more 
than seven consecutive days and exempts the prescriber from 
this requirement if the opioid is prescribed as part of treatment 
for a surgical or invasive procedure and such prescription is for 
no more than 14 consecutive days. Current law requires a reg-
istered prescriber to request information about a patient from 
the Program upon initiating a new course of treatment that 
includes the prescribing of opioids anticipated, at the onset of 
treatment, to last more than 14 consecutive days and exempts 
the prescriber from this requirement if the opioid is prescribed 
as part of a course of treatment for a surgical or invasive proce-
dure and such prescription is not refillable. The bill extends the 
sunset for this requirement from July 1, 2019, to July 1, 2022.
Patron - Hugo

HB1910 Definition of mental health service pro-
vider. Adds physician assistant to the list of mental health ser-
vice providers who have a duty to take precautions to protect 
third parties from violent behavior or other serious harm. This 
bill is identical to SB 1062.
Patron - Yost

HB1979 Board for Contractors; exemption from 
licensure; responsibility for contracting with unlicensed or 
unregistered person. Exempts from licensure work under-
taken by a person providing construction, remodeling, repair, 
improvement, removal, or demolition valued at $2,500 or less 
per project on behalf of a properly licensed contractor, pro-
vided that such contractor holds a valid license in the residen-
tial or commercial building contractor classification. The bill 
provides, however, that any construction services that require 
an individual license or certification shall be rendered only by 
an individual licensed or certified by the Board for Contrac-
tors. The bill also provides that any contractor that directly 
employs or otherwise contracts with a person who is not cre-
dentialed by the Board for Contractors for work requiring a 
credential shall be solely responsible for any monetary penalty 
or other sanction resulting from the act of employing or con-
tracting with a person who lacks the proper credential based 
upon such person's failure to obtain or maintain the required 
credential. This bill is identical to SB 1193.
Patron - Peace
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HB2046 Prescription drug orders; information on 
proper disposal. Requires the Board of Pharmacy to develop 
guidelines for the provision of counseling and information 
regarding proper disposal of unused dispensed drugs, including 
information about pharmacy drug disposal programs in which 
the pharmacy may participate, by pharmacists to patients for 
whom a prescription is dispensed. 
Patron - Murphy

HB2053 Direct primary care agreements. Provides 
that direct agreement between a patient, the patient's legal rep-
resentative, or the patient's employer and a health care provider 
for ongoing primary care services in exchange for the payment 
of a monthly periodic fee is not health insurance or a health 
maintenance organization, if patients are not required to pay 
monthly periodic fees prior to initiation of the direct agreement 
coverage period. The measure also provides that a health care 
provider who participates in a direct primary care practice may 
participate in a health insurance carrier network so long as the 
provider is willing and able to meet the terms and conditions of 
network membership set by the health insurance carrier. The 
measure establishes requirements for disclosures regarding 
direct primary care agreements. This bill is identical to SB 800. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Landes

HB2095 Registration of peer recovery specialists 
and qualified mental health professionals. Authorizes the 
registration of peer recovery specialists and qualified mental 
health professionals by the Board of Counseling. The bill 
defines "qualified mental health professional" as a person who 
by education and experience is professionally qualified and 
registered by the Board of Counseling to provide collaborative 
mental health services for adults or children. The bill requires 
that a qualified mental health professional provide such ser-
vices as an employee or independent contractor of the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or a 
provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services. The bill defines "registered peer 
recovery specialist" as a person who by education and experi-
ence is professionally qualified and registered by the Board of 
Counseling to provide collaborative services to assist individu-
als in achieving sustained recovery from the effects of addic-
tion or mental illness, or both. The bill requires that a 
registered peer recovery specialist provide such services as an 
employee or independent contractor of the Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a provider 
licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services, a practitioner licensed by or holding a permit 
issued from the Department of Health Professions, or a facility 
licensed by the Department of Health. The bill adds qualified 
mental health professionals and registered peer recovery spe-
cialists to the list of mental health providers that are required to 
take actions to protect third parties under certain circumstances 
and notify clients of their right to report to the Department of 
Health Professions any unethical, fraudulent, or unprofessional 
conduct. The bill directs the Board of Counseling and the 
Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to 
promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of the bill 
within 280 days of its enactment. This bill is identical to SB 
1020.
Patron - Price

HB2119 Practice of laser hair removal. Limits the 
practice of laser hair removal to a properly trained person 
licensed to practice medicine or osteopathic medicine or 
licensed as a physician assistant or nurse practitioner or to a 
properly trained person under the direction and supervision of 
a licensed doctor of medicine or osteopathic medicine or physi-
cian assistant or nurse practitioner. 
Patron - Keam

HB2153  Durable Do Not Resuscitate Orders; reci-
procity. Provides that a Durable Do Not Resuscitate order or 
other order regarding life-sustaining treatment executed in 
accordance with the laws of another state in which such order 
was executed shall be deemed to be valid and shall be given 
full effect in the Commonwealth.    
Patron - Rasoul

HB2163 Prescription of buprenorphine without 
naloxone; limitation. Provides that prescriptions for products 
containing buprenorphine without naloxone shall be issued 
only (i) for patients who are pregnant, (ii) when converting a 
patient from methadone to buprenorphine containing naloxone 
for a period not to exceed seven days, or (iii) as permitted by 
regulations of the Board of Medicine or the Board of Nursing. 
The bill contains an emergency clause and has an expiration 
date of July 1, 2022. This bill is identical to SB 1178. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Pillion

HB2164 Drugs of concern; gabapentin. Adds any 
material, compound, mixture, or preparation containing any 
quantity of gabapentin, including any of its salts, to the list of 
drugs of concern. This bill contains an emergency clause. 
Patron - Pillion

HB2165 Opiate prescriptions; electronic prescrip-
tions. Requires a prescription for any controlled substance con-
taining an opiate to be issued as an electronic prescription and 
prohibits a pharmacist from dispensing a controlled substance 
that contains an opiate unless the prescription is issued as an 
electronic prescription, beginning July 1, 2020. The bill 
defines electronic prescription as a written prescription that is 
generated on an electronic application and provides that Sched-
ule II through V prescriptions must be transmitted in accor-
dance with federal regulations. The bill requires the Secretary 
of Health and Human Resources to convene a work group to 
review actions necessary for the implementation of the bill's 
provisions and to evaluate hardships on prescribers and the 
inability of prescribers to comply with the deadline for elec-
tronic prescribing and to make recommendations for any 
extension or exemption processes relative to compliance or 
disruptions due to natural or manmade disasters or technology 
gaps, failures, or interruptions of service. The bill requires the 
work group to report on its progress to the Chairmen of the 
House Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions and the 
Senate Committee on Education and Health by November 1, 
2017, and to issue a final report to such Chairmen by Novem-
ber 1, 2018. 
Patron - Pillion

HB2167 Boards of Dentistry and Medicine; regula-
tions for the prescribing of opioids and buprenorphine.
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Directs the Boards of Dentistry and Medicine to adopt regula-
tions for the prescribing of opioids and products containing 
buprenorphine. The bill requires the Prescription Monitoring 
Program at the Department of Health Professions to provide an 
annual report to the Joint Commission on Health Care on the 
prescribing of opioids and benzodiazepines in the Common-
wealth. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
Patron - Pillion

HB2277 Board of Medicine; requirements for 
licensure. Removes provisions related to licensure of gradu-
ates of an institution not approved by an accrediting agency 
recognized by the Board of Medicine. Under the bill, only 
graduates of institutions approved by an accrediting agency 
recognized by the Board of Medicine are eligible for licensure.
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB2281 Residential rental property. Provides that if 
a residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon and a tenant is 
lawfully occupying the dwelling unit at the time of the foreclo-
sure, the foreclosure shall act as a termination of the rental 
agreement by the landlord. The bill also provides that, if there 
is in effect at the date of the foreclosure sale a written property 
management agreement between the landlord and a real estate 
licensee licensed pursuant to the provisions of § 54.1-2106.1, 
the foreclosure shall convert the property management agree-
ment into a month-to-month agreement between the successor 
landlord and the real estate licensee acting as a managing 
agent, except in the event that the terms of the original property 
management agreement between the landlord and the real 
estate licensee acting as a managing agent require an earlier 
termination date. Except in the event of foreclosure, the bill 
permits a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord cli-
ent as a managing agent who elects to terminate the property 
management agreement to transfer any funds held in escrow by 
the licensee to the landlord client without his consent, provided 
that the real estate licensee provides written notice to each 
tenant that the funds have been so transferred. The bill pro-
vides that, in the event of foreclosure, a real estate licensee 
shall not transfer any funds to a landlord client whose property 
has been foreclosed upon. The bill provides immunity, in the 
absence of gross negligence or intentional misconduct, to any 
such licensee acting in compliance with the provisions of 
§ 54.1-2108.1. The bill clarifies that a tenant residing in a 
dwelling unit that has been foreclosed upon is eligible to file an 
assertion pursuant to § 55-225.12 and that a court may order 
any moneys accumulated in escrow to be paid to the successor 
landlord or the successor landlord's managing agent, if any. 
This bill is identical to SB 966.
Patron - Leftwich

HB2301   Licensed practical nurses; administra-
tion of vaccinations. Removes the requirement that the super-
vision of licensed practical nurses administering vaccinations 
by registered nurses be immediate and direct.  
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2470 Drug Control Act; Schedule II and Sched-
ule V. Adds thiafentanil to Schedule II of the Drug Control Act 
and brivaracetam to Schedule V of the Drug Control Act. 
Patron - Jones

SB800 Direct primary care agreements. Provides 
that direct agreement between a patient, the patient's legal rep-
resentative, or the patient's employer and a health care provider 
for ongoing primary care services in exchange for the payment 
of a monthly periodic fee is not health insurance or a health 
maintenance organization, if patients are not required to pay 
monthly periodic fees prior to initiation of the direct agreement 
coverage period. The measure also provides that a health care 
provider who participates in a direct primary care practice may 
participate in a health insurance carrier network so long as the 
provider is willing and able to meet the terms and conditions of 
network membership set by the health insurance carrier. The 
measure establishes requirements for disclosures regarding 
direct primary care agreements. This bill is identical to HB 
2053. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Stanley

SB812 Board for Asbestos, Lead, and Home Inspec-
tors; home inspections; required statement related to the 
presence of yellow shaded corrugated stainless steel tubing. 
Provides that whenever a home inspector observes the pres-
ence of any shade of yellow shaded corrugated stainless steel 
tubing during an inspection of a home built prior to the adop-
tion of the construction code effective in 2008, his observation 
must be included in the inspection report along with the fol-
lowing statement: "Manufacturers believe that this product is 
safer if properly bonded as required by the manufacturer's 
installation instructions. Proper bonding of the product should 
be determined by a contractor licensed to perform the work in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia." This bill received Governor’s 
recommendations.
Patron - Marsden

SB848 Dispensing of naloxone. Allows a person who 
is authorized by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services to train individuals on the administra-
tion of naloxone for use in opioid overdose reversal and who is 
acting on behalf of an organization that provides services to 
individuals at risk of experiencing opioid overdose or training 
in the administration of naloxone for overdose reversal and that 
has obtained a controlled substances registration from the 
Board of Pharmacy pursuant to § 54.1-3423 to dispense nalox-
one to a person who has completed a training program on the 
administration of naloxone for opioid overdose reversal, pro-
vided that such dispensing is (i) pursuant to a standing order 
issued by a prescriber, (ii) in accordance with protocols devel-
oped by the Board of Pharmacy in consultation with the Board 
of Medicine and the Department of Health, and (iii) without 
charge or compensation. The bill also provides that dispensing 
may occur at a site other than that of the controlled substance 
registration, provided that the entity possessing the controlled 
substance registration maintains records in accordance with 
regulations of the Board of Pharmacy. The bill further provides 
that a person who dispenses naloxone shall not be liable for 
civil damages of ordinary negligence for acts or omissions 
resulting from the rendering of such treatment if he acts in 
good faith and that a person to whom naloxone has been dis-
pensed pursuant to the provisions of the bill may possess nal-
oxone and may administer naloxone to a person who is 
believed to be experiencing or about to experience a life-threat-
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ening opioid overdose. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
This bill is identical to HB 1453.
Patron - Wexton

SB874 Attorney discipline; procedures. Conforms 
the statutory procedures for disciplining attorneys to the Rules 
of Supreme Court of Virginia. This bill is identical to HB 1479.
Patron - Norment

SB880 Genetic counselors; licensing; grandfather 
clause. Extends the deadline from July 1, 2016, to December 
31, 2018, or to within 90 days of the effective date of the rele-
vant regulations promulgated by the Board, whichever is later, 
by which individuals who have at least 20 years of documented 
work experience practicing genetic counseling and meet other 
certain requirements may receive a waiver from the Board of 
Medicine of the requirements of a master's degree and Ameri-
can Board of Genetic Counseling or American Board of Medi-
cal Genetics certification for licensure as a genetic counselor. 
Patron - Howell

SB891  Perpetual care trust funds; method of distri-
bution. Allows cemetery companies to request the trustee of a 
perpetual care trust fund to elect a total return distribution 
method for distributions from the trust. The bill provides that a 
total return distribution method allows the distribution of an 
amount not to exceed five percent of the fair market value of 
the perpetual care trust fund at the close of its preceding fiscal 
year. The bill contains notice and reporting requirements for 
the election and implementation of this method to the trustee, 
Cemetery Board, and commissioner of accounts. The bill sets 
forth requirements that a trustee using such method must meet, 
including adoption of a written investment and distribution 
policy, responsible investment decision making, and monitor-
ing of the trust's fair market value. The bill prohibits a trustee 
from making distributions from the trust under the total return 
distribution method if (i) the fair market value of the trust after 
the distribution would be less than the aggregate of 80 percent 
of the fair market value of the trust at the close of the preceding 
fiscal year plus the total contributions made to the trust princi-
pal from such date to the date that the method of distribution is 
elected or (ii) beginning with the third year of using a total 
return distribution method, a three-year analysis of investment 
returns and distribution practices indicates insufficient protec-
tion of the trust principal. The bill requires the Cemetery Board 
to review conversions of perpetual care trust fund distribution 
methods for compliance with the requirements of the bill and 
allows the Cemetery Board to limit or prohibit conversions to 
and distributions under the total return distribution method 
under certain circumstances, including where the trustee or 
investment manager is without sufficient knowledge and 
expertise regarding implementation of this method. Under cur-
rent law, a trustee of a perpetual care trust fund may make dis-
tributions only from the trust's net income and, absent approval 
by the Cemetery Board or a court, the trust principal may be 
used only for investment purposes. The bill refers to this 
method as the "net income distribution method" and estab-
lishes this as the default distribution method in the event that a 
cemetery company does not elect a distribution method. This 
bill is identical to HB 1505.
Patron - Chafin

SB922  Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation and Department of Health Professions; 
licensure, certification, registration, and permitting. Pro-
vides that certain powers of the Department of Professional 
and Occupational Regulation, the Department of Health Pro-
fessions, and health regulatory boards and certain requirements 
of persons regulated by such entities apply, inclusively, to per-
mits as well as licenses, certifications, and registrations and to 
holders of permits as well as holders of such licenses, certifica-
tions, and registrations.  
Patron - Petersen

SB966 Residential rental property. Provides that if a 
residential dwelling unit is foreclosed upon and a tenant is law-
fully occupying the dwelling unit at the time of the foreclosure, 
the foreclosure shall act as a termination of the rental agree-
ment by the landlord. The bill also provides that, if there is in 
effect at the date of the foreclosure sale a written property man-
agement agreement between the landlord and a real estate 
licensee licensed pursuant to the provisions of § 54.1-2106.1, 
the foreclosure shall convert the property management agree-
ment into a month-to-month agreement between the successor 
landlord and the real estate licensee acting as a managing 
agent, except in the event that the terms of the original property 
management agreement between the landlord and the real 
estate licensee acting as a managing agent require an earlier 
termination date. Except in the event of foreclosure, the bill 
permits a real estate licensee acting on behalf of a landlord cli-
ent as a managing agent who elects to terminate the property 
management agreement to transfer any funds held in escrow by 
the licensee to the landlord client without his consent, provided 
that the real estate licensee provides written notice to each 
tenant that the funds have been so transferred. The bill pro-
vides that, in the event of foreclosure, a real estate licensee 
shall not transfer any funds to a landlord client whose property 
has been foreclosed upon. The bill provides immunity, in the 
absence of gross negligence or intentional misconduct, to any 
such licensee acting in compliance with the provisions of 
§ 54.1-2108.1. The bill clarifies that a tenant residing in a 
dwelling unit that has been foreclosed upon is eligible to file an 
assertion pursuant to § 55-225.12 and that a court may order 
any moneys accumulated in escrow to be paid to the successor 
landlord or the successor landlord's managing agent, if any. 
This bill is identical to HB 2281.
Patron - Obenshain

SB981 Charity health care services; liability protec-
tion for administrators. Provides that persons who adminis-
ter, organize, arrange, or promote the rendering of services to 
patients of certain clinics shall not be liable to patients of such 
clinics for any civil damages for any act or omission resulting 
from the rendering of such services unless the act or omission 
was the result of such persons' or the clinic's gross negligence 
or willful misconduct. This bill is identical to HB 1748.
Patron - Stanley

SB1009 Practice of telemedicine; prescribing. Pro-
vides that a health care practitioner who performs or has per-
formed an appropriate examination of the patient, either 
physically or by the use of instrumentation and diagnostic 
equipment, for the purpose of establishing a bona fide practi-
tioner-patient relationship may prescribe Schedule II through 
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VI controlled substances to the patient, provided that the pre-
scribing of such controlled substance is in compliance with 
federal requirements for the practice of telemedicine. The bill 
also authorizes the Board of Pharmacy to register an entity at 
which a patient is treated by the use of instrumentation and 
diagnostic equipment for the purpose of establishing a bona 
fide practitioner-patient relationship and is prescribed Sched-
ule II through VI controlled substances to possess and adminis-
ter Schedule II through VI controlled substances when such 
prescribing is in compliance with federal requirements for the 
practice of telemedicine and the patient is not in the physical 
presence of a practitioner registered with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration. The bill contains an emergency 
clause. This bill is identical to HB 1767.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1019 Board of Accountancy. Amends provisions 
governing the regulation of certified public accountants (CPAs) 
by the Board of Accountancy, including (i) clarifying that 
CPAs are subject to the continuing professional education 
requirements without regard to whether they use the CPA title 
when providing services to the public, (ii) prohibiting a CPA 
from practicing under an expired license, and (iii) requiring 
that employment experience reported on a license application 
be verified by a licensed CPA. The bill extends from three to 
five years the time for filing a complaint against an out-of-state 
CPA or CPA firm. The bill also requires a CPA firm to enroll in 
a peer review program only if the firm provides services that 
fall within the scope of a peer review program. Under current 
law, all CPA firms are required to enroll in a peer review pro-
gram regardless of the type of services provided. 
Patron - Barker

SB1020 Registration of peer recovery specialists 
and qualified mental health professionals.Authorizes the 
registration of peer recovery specialists and qualified mental 
health professionals by the Board of Counseling. The bill 
defines "qualified mental health professional" as a person who 
by education and experience is professionally qualified and 
registered by the Board of Counseling to provide collaborative 
mental health services for adults or children. The bill requires 
that a qualified mental health professional provide such ser-
vices as an employee or independent contractor of the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services or a 
provider licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services. The bill defines "registered peer 
recovery specialist" as a person who by education and experi-
ence is professionally qualified and registered by the Board of 
Counseling to provide collaborative services to assist individu-
als in achieving sustained recovery from the effects of addic-
tion or mental illness, or both. The bill requires that a 
registered peer recovery specialist provide such services as an 
employee or independent contractor of the Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, a provider 
licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services, a practitioner licensed by or holding a permit 
issued from the Department of Health Professions, or a facility 
licensed by the Department of Health. The bill adds qualified 
mental health professionals and registered peer recovery spe-
cialists to the list of mental health providers that are required to 
take actions to protect third parties under certain circumstances 
and notify clients of their right to report to the Department of 

Health Professions any unethical, fraudulent, or unprofessional 
conduct. The bill directs the Board of Counseling and the 
Board of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to 
promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of the bill 
within 280 days of its enactment. This bill is identical to HB 
2095.
Patron - Barker

SB1024 Health care practitioners; reporting dis-
abilities of drivers. Provides that any doctor of medicine, oste-
opathy, chiropractic, or podiatry or any nurse practitioner, 
physician assistant, optometrist, physical therapist, or clinical 
psychologist who reports to the Department of Motor Vehicles 
the existence, or probable existence, of a mental or physical 
disability or infirmity of any person licensed to operate a motor 
vehicle that the reporting individual believes affects such per-
son's ability to operate a motor vehicle safely is not subject to 
civil liability or deemed to have violated the practitioner-
patient privilege unless he has acted in bad faith or with mali-
cious intent. This bill is identical to HB 1514.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1027 Cannabidiol oil and THC-A oil; permitting 
of pharmaceutical processors to manufacture and provide.
Authorizes a pharmaceutical processor, after obtaining a per-
mit from the Board of Pharmacy (the Board) and under the 
supervision of a licensed pharmacist, to manufacture and pro-
vide cannabidiol oil and THC-A oil to be used for the treatment 
of intractable epilepsy. The bill sets limits on the number of 
permits that the Board may issue and requires that the Board 
adopt regulations establishing health, safety, and security 
requirements for permitted processors. The bill provides that 
only a licensed practitioner of medicine or osteopathy who is a 
neurologist or who specializes in the treatment of epilepsy may 
issue a written certification to a patient for the use of cannabi-
diol oil or THC-A oil. The bill also requires that a practitioner 
who issues a written certification for cannabidiol oil or THC-A 
oil, the patient issued such certification, and, if the patient is a 
minor or incapacitated, the patient's parent or legal guardian 
register with the Board. The bill requires further that a pharma-
ceutical processor shall not provide cannabidiol oil or THC-A 
oil to a patient or a patient's parent or legal guardian without 
first verifying that the patient, the patient's parent or legal 
guardian if the patient is a minor or incapacitated, and the prac-
titioner who issued the written certification have registered 
with the Board. Finally, the bill provides an affirmative defense 
for agents and employees of pharmaceutical processors in a 
prosecution for the manufacture, possession, or distribution of 
marijuana. The bill contains an emergency clause.
Patron - Marsden

SB1031 Possession and administration of naloxone.
Adds employees of the Department of Forensic Science, 
employees of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, and 
employees of the Department of General Services Division of 
Consolidated Laboratory Services to the list of individuals who 
may possess and administer naloxone or other opioid antago-
nist, provided that they have completed a training program. 
The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is identical to 
HB 1642.
Patron - Marsden
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SB1046 Board of Medicine; requirements for licen-
sure. Removes provisions related to licensure of graduates of 
an institution not approved by an accrediting agency recog-
nized by the Board of Medicine. Under the bill, only graduates 
of institutions approved by an accrediting agency recognized 
by the Board of Medicine are eligible for licensure.
Patron - Stanley

SB1062 Definition of mental health service pro-
vider. Adds physician assistant to the list of mental health ser-
vice providers who have a duty to take precautions to protect 
third parties from violent behavior or other serious harm. This 
bill is identical to HB 1910.
Patron - Deeds

SB1113 Board for Contractors; optional bonding 
for Class A and B contractors. Allows applicants for Class A 
and Class B contractor licenses to demonstrate financial 
responsibility by posting a surety bond for both initial applica-
tion for licensure and subsequent renewals in lieu of providing 
a financial statement. The bill provides a process for recovery 
on a surety bond of a contractor who has elected to post such a 
bond. The bill also amends the Virginia Contractor Transaction 
Recovery Act (the Act) by providing that an informal fact-find-
ing conference or formal hearing under the Administrative Pro-
cess Act is not required as a part of the consideration of the 
claim against the Act unless requested by the claimant. Under 
current law, an informal fact-finding conference may be held at 
the discretion of the Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation. 
Patron - McPike

SB1178 Prescription of buprenorphine without nal-
oxone; limitation. Provides that prescriptions for products 
containing buprenorphine without naloxone shall be issued 
only (i) for patients who are pregnant, (ii) when converting a 
patient from methadone to buprenorphine containing naloxone 
for a period not to exceed seven days, or (iii) as permitted by 
regulations of the Board of Medicine or the Board of Nursing. 
The bill contains an emergency clause and has an expiration 
date of July 1, 2022. This bill is identical to HB 2163. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Chafin

SB1180 Boards of Dentistry and Medicine; regula-
tions for the prescribing of opioids and buprenorphine.
Directs the Boards of Dentistry and Medicine to adopt regula-
tions for the prescribing of opioids and products containing 
buprenorphine. The bill requires the Prescription Monitoring 
Program at the Department of Health Professions to annually 
provide a report to the Joint Commission on Health Care and 
the Chairmen of the House Committee on Health, Welfare and 
Institutions and the Senate Committee on Education and 
Health on the prescribing of opioids and benzodiazepines in 
the Commonwealth that includes data on reporting of unusual 
patterns of prescribing or dispensing of a covered substance by 
an individual prescriber or dispenser or on potential misuse of 
a covered substance by a recipient. The bill contains an emer-
gency clause.
Patron - Chafin

SB1193 Board for Contractors; exemption from 
licensure; responsibility for contracting with unlicensed or 
unregistered person. Exempts from licensure work under-
taken by a person providing construction, remodeling, repair, 
improvement, removal, or demolition valued at $2,500 or less 
per project on behalf of a properly licensed contractor, pro-
vided that such contractor holds a valid license in the residen-
tial or commercial building contractor classification. The bill 
provides, however, that any construction services that require 
an individual license or certification shall be rendered only by 
an individual licensed or certified by the Board for Contrac-
tors. The bill also provides that any contractor that directly 
employs or otherwise contracts with a person who is not cre-
dentialed by the Board for Contractors for work requiring a 
credential shall be solely responsible for any monetary penalty 
or other sanction resulting from the act of employing or con-
tracting with a person who lacks the proper credential based 
upon such person's failure to obtain or maintain the required 
credential. This bill is identical to HB 1979.
Patron - Stuart

SB1230 Opiate prescriptions; electronic prescrip-
tions. Requires a prescription for any controlled substance con-
taining an opiate to be issued as an electronic prescription and 
prohibits a pharmacist from dispensing a controlled substance 
that contains an opiate unless the prescription is issued as an 
electronic prescription, beginning July 1, 2020. The bill 
defines electronic prescription as a written prescription that is 
generated on an electronic application in accordance with fed-
eral regulations and is transmitted to a pharmacy as an elec-
tronic data file. The bill requires the Secretary of Health and 
Human Resources to convene a work group of interested stake-
holders to review actions necessary for the implementation of 
the bill's provisions, to evaluate hardships on prescribers and 
the inability of prescribers to comply with the deadline for 
electronic prescribing, and to make recommendations for any 
extension or exemption processes relative to compliance or 
disruptions due to natural or manmade disasters or technology 
gaps, failures, or interruptions of services. The work group 
shall report on the work group's progress to the Chairmen of 
the House Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions and 
the Senate Committee on Education and Health by November 
1, 2017, and a final report to such Chairmen by November 1, 
2018.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1232 Limits on prescription of controlled sub-
stances containing opioids. Requires a prescriber registered 
with the Prescription Monitoring Program (the Program) to 
request information about a patient from the Program upon ini-
tiating a new course of treatment that includes the prescribing 
of opioids anticipated, at the onset of treatment, to last more 
than seven consecutive days and exempts the prescriber from 
this requirement if the opioid is prescribed as part of treatment 
for a surgical or invasive procedure and such prescription is for 
no more than 14 consecutive days. Current law requires a reg-
istered prescriber to request information about a patient from 
the Program upon initiating a new course of treatment that 
includes the prescribing of opioids anticipated, at the onset of 
treatment, to last more than 14 consecutive days and exempts 
the prescriber from this requirement if the opioid is prescribed 
as part of a course of treatment for a surgical or invasive proce-
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dure and such prescription is not refillable. The bill extends the 
sunset for this requirement from July 1, 2019, to July 1, 2022.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1242 Qualified advance directive facilitators.
Defines "qualified advance directive facilitator" as a person 
who has successfully completed a training program approved 
by the Department of Health for providing assistance in com-
pleting and executing a written advance directive; establishes 
requirements for training programs for qualified advance direc-
tive facilitators; and provides that distribution of a form for an 
advance directive that meets the requirements of § 54.1-2984 
and the provision of ministerial assistance to a person with 
regard to the completion or execution of such form shall not 
constitute the unauthorized practice of law. This bill is identical 
to HB 1747.
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1321 Requirements for ophthalmic prescrip-
tions. Requires, for ophthalmic prescriptions written on or 
after July 1, 2017, that an ophthalmologist or optometrist 
establish a bona fide provider-patient relationship with a 
patient prior to prescribing spectacles, eyeglasses, lenses, or 
contact lenses, and sets out requirements for establishing such 
relationship, which includes options for examination of the 
patient either in person or through face-to-face interactive, 
two-way, real-time communication or store-and-forward tech-
nologies. This bill is identical to HB 1497.
Patron - Carrico

SB1403 Board of Pharmacy to deschedule or 
reschedule controlled substances. Authorizes the Board of 
Pharmacy (Board) to designate, deschedule, or reschedule as a 
controlled substance any substance 30 days after publication in 
the Federal Register of a final or interim final order or rule des-
ignating such substance as a controlled substance or deschedul-
ing or rescheduling such substance. Under current law, the 
Board may act 120 days from such publication date. The bill 
also provides that a person is immune from prosecution for 
prescribing, administering, dispensing, or possessing pursuant 
to a valid prescription a substance approved as a prescription 
drug by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on or after 
July 1, 2017, in accordance with a final or interim final order or 
rule despite the fact that such substance has not been scheduled 
by the Board. The immunity provided by the bill remains in 
effect until the earlier of (i) nine months from the date of the 
publication of the interim final order or rule or, if published 
within nine months of the interim final order or rule, the final 
order or rule or (ii) the substance is scheduled by the Board or 
by law. This bill is identical to HB 1799. 
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1484 Prescription Monitoring Program. Provides 
that the information in the possession of the Prescription Moni-
toring Program disclosed by the Director of Health Professions 
about a specific recipient who is a member of a Virginia Med-
icaid managed care program to a physician or pharmacist 
employed by the Virginia Medicaid managed care program 
may be disclosed to such physician's or pharmacist's clinical 
designee who holds a multistate licensure privilege to practice 
nursing or a license issued by a health regulatory board within 

the Department of Health Professions and is employed by the 
Virginia Medicaid managed care program.
Patron - Hanger

SB1511 Advance directives; mental health treat-
ment; capacity determinations. Provides that in cases in 
which a person has executed an advance directive granting an 
agent the authority to consent to the person's admission to a 
facility for mental health treatment and the advance directive 
so authorizes, the person's agent may exercise such authority 
after a determination that the person is incapable of making an 
informed decision regarding such admission has been made by 
(i) the attending physician, (ii) a psychiatrist or licensed clini-
cal psychologist, (iii) a licensed psychiatric nurse practitioner, 
(iv) a licensed clinical social worker, or (v) a designee of the 
local community services board as defined in § 37.2-809. The 
bill also provides that a person's agent may make a health care 
decision over the protest of the person if, in addition to other 
factors, at the time the advance directive was made, a licensed 
physician, licensed clinical psychologist, licensed physician 
assistant, licensed nurse practitioner, licensed professional 
counselor, or licensed clinical social worker who is familiar 
with the person attested in writing that the person was capable 
of making an informed decision and understood the conse-
quences of the provision. This bill is identical to HB 1548. 
Patron - Deeds

SB1535 Real Estate Appraiser Board; evaluations.
Allows a licensed residential real estate appraiser, certified res-
idential real estate appraiser, or certified general real estate 
appraiser to provide an evaluation of real estate or real property 
in connection with certain real estate-related financial transac-
tions. This bill is identical to HB 1556.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1546 Drug Control Act; Schedule I. Adds certain 
chemical substances to Schedule I of the Drug Control Act. 
The Board of Pharmacy has added these substances to Sched-
ule I in an expedited regulatory process. A substance added via 
this process is removed from the schedule after 18 months 
unless a general law is enacted adding the substance to the 
schedule. The bill also removes two substances, benzylfentanyl 
and thienylfentanyl, from Schedule I. The bill contains techni-
cal amendments. This bill is identical to HB 1610.
Patron - Vogel

SB1573 Appraisal management companies; com-
pensation to appraisers. Requires that an appraisal manage-
ment company compensate the appraiser within 30 days of the 
initial delivery by the appraiser of the completed appraisal 
report, except in the case of breach of contract or noncompli-
ance with the conditions of the engagement or performance of 
services that violate the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice. 
Patron - Wagner

Failed

HB1424  Labeling of prescription drugs; purpose. 
Requires pharmacists to include on any label placed on the 
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container in which any drug dispensed pursuant to a prescrip-
tion is placed the purpose for which the drug has been pre-
scribed and requires written prescriptions issued by prescribers 
to include the purpose for which the drug is prescribed.   
Patron - Cole

HB1449  Dispensing of naloxone. Allows a person 
who is authorized by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services to train individuals on the administra-
tion of naloxone for use in opioid overdose reversal and who is 
acting on behalf of an organization that provides substance 
abuse treatment services to individuals at risk of experiencing 
opioid overdose or training in the administration of naloxone 
for overdose reversal and that has obtained a controlled sub-
stances registration from the Board of Pharmacy pursuant to 
§ 54.1-3423 to dispense naloxone to a person who has com-
pleted a training program on the administration of naloxone for 
opioid overdose reversal, provided that such dispensing is (i) 
pursuant to a standing order issued by a prescriber, (ii) in 
accordance with protocols developed by the Board of Phar-
macy in consultation with the Board of Medicine and the 
Department of Health, and (iii) without charge or compensa-
tion. The bill also provides that a person who dispenses nalox-
one shall not be liable for civil damages of ordinary negligence 
for acts or omissions resulting from the rendering of such treat-
ment if he acts in good faith and that a person to whom nalox-
one has been dispensed pursuant to the provisions of the bill 
may possess naloxone and may administer naloxone to a per-
son who is believed to be experiencing or about to experience a 
life-threatening opioid overdose.   
Patron - Boysko

HB1531  Department of Health; regulations gov-
erning Other Do Not Resuscitate Orders. Directs the Depart-
ment of Health to amend regulations governing Other Do Not 
Resuscitate Orders to require signed and witnessed informed 
consent to such orders.   
Patron - Farrell

HB1566 Professions and occupations; regulatory 
boards. Establishes a statewide policy for the regulation of 
professions and occupations specifying criteria for government 
regulation with the objective of increasing opportunities, pro-
moting competition, encouraging innovation, protecting con-
sumers, and complying with applicable federal antitrust laws. 
The bill also establishes the position of professional and occu-
pational regulatory analyst within the Division of Legislative 
Services to assist the Joint Commission on Administrative 
Rules in (i) evaluating at least three professions and occupa-
tions in each year and (ii) to the extent feasible, reviewing leg-
islation establishing or modifying an occupational regulation to 
determine whether the legislation meets the state policy of 
using the least restrictive regulation necessary to protect or pre-
serve the public health, safety, and welfare. The evaluation 
shall include recommendations for changes to occupational 
regulations to improve compliance with the state policy of 
using the least restrictive regulation necessary. 
Patron - Webert

HB1584  Solicitation of professional employment; 
person charged with traffic infraction or reckless driving. 
Provides that it is unlawful for an attorney to solicit profes-

sional employment from a person charged with a traffic infrac-
tion or reckless driving until 30 days after a summons 
containing the charge is issued to such person.  
Patron - Campbell

HB1824  Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation; deregulation of interior designers, land-
scape architects, and polygraph examiners. Eliminates the 
requirements for licensure of landscape architects and poly-
graph examiners and certification of interior designers. The bill 
contains numerous technical amendments to accomplish the 
deregulation of these professions.   
Patron - LaRock

HB1898  Limits on prescription of controlled sub-
stances containing opioids. Prohibits a prescriber providing 
treatment for a patient in an emergency department of a corpo-
ration, facility, or institution licensed, owned, or operated by 
the Commonwealth to provide health care from prescribing a 
controlled substance containing an opioid in a quantity greater 
than a three-day supply, as determined in accordance with the 
prescriber's directions for use. The bill also prohibits a pharma-
cist from dispensing a controlled substance containing an opi-
oid pursuant to a prescription issued by a prescriber providing 
treatment to a patient in the emergency department of a corpo-
ration, facility, or institution licensed, owned, or operated by 
the Commonwealth to provide health care unless the prescrip-
tion complies with the requirements of the bill. The bill has an 
expiration date of July 1, 2020.    
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1956  Delivery of prescription drug order; ship-
ping Schedule VI controlled substances. Clarifies require-
ments related to delivery of prescription drug orders, including 
delivery of such orders by mail, common carrier, or delivery 
service, and requires the Board of Pharmacy to adopt regula-
tions for the delivery of prescription orders by mail, common 
carrier, or delivery service.   
Patron - Helsel

HB2042  Suicide prevention; continuing education 
requirements for providers. Requires continuing education 
related to suicide assessment, treatment, and management for 
all licensed doctors of medicine, osteopathy, and chiropractic 
medicine; licensed physician assistants; licensed nurse practi-
tioners; licensed occupational therapists; licensed registered 
nurses; licensed practical nurses; licensed physical therapists 
and physical therapy assistants; licensed counselors, substance 
abuse treatment practitioners, and marriage and family thera-
pists; licensed psychologists; and licensed social workers.   
Patron - Murphy

HB2060  Birth control; definition. Adds a definition 
of birth control: "Birth control" means contraceptive methods 
that are approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
Birth control shall not be considered abortion for the purposes 
of Title 18.2.   
Patron - Watts

HB2145 Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation; regulation of land surveyor photogram-
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metrists. Provides for the licensure of land surveyor 
photogrammetrists by the Board for Architects, Professional 
Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and 
Landscape Architects. The bill defines "land surveyor photo-
grammetrists" and sets the criteria for their licensure. The bill 
provides that it will not become effective unless reenacted by 
the 2018 Session of the General Assembly.
Patron - LeMunyon

HB2221  Joint Subcommittee to Evaluate Profes-
sional and Occupational Licensing Requirements. Creates 
the Joint Subcommittee to Evaluate Professional and Occupa-
tional Licensing Requirements of the various regulatory boards 
within the Department of Professional and Occupational Regu-
lation. The bill sets out the membership of the Joint Subcom-
mittee and enumerates its powers and duties. The bill also 
provides that to assist the Joint Subcommittee in carrying out 
its powers and duties, the General Assembly shall adopt a 
schedule for its timely review of the statutory and regulatory 
professional and occupational licensing requirements of the 
regulatory boards within the Department of Professional and 
Occupational Regulation. The schedule adopted shall require 
that no less than 20 percent of such licensing requirements be 
reviewed annually. The bill states that the General Assembly 
may delegate this function to the Joint Commission on Admin-
istrative Rules.  
Patron - Cline

HB2242 Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation; regulatory boards within the Depart-
ment; expiration of regulations. Requires all proposed and 
final regulations promulgated by any regulatory board within 
the Department on or after July 1, 2017, to contain a sunset 
provision such that the regulations shall expire within five 
years of their effective date. The bill provides that on or before 
July 1, 2021, the Board for Professional and Occupational Reg-
ulation (the Board) shall review the regulations on such timeta-
ble as determined by the Board to enable it to make specific 
determinations outlined in the bill. The bill requires that by 
July 1, 2021, the Board shall submit a report of its findings, 
including any recommendations, to the Joint Commission on 
Administrative Rules (the Commission), which shall exercise 
the powers granted to it under the Administrative Process Act 
and the Commission's enabling law. Any recommendations of 
the Commission for the continuation, modification, suspen-
sion, or rescission of any such regulation shall be submitted to 
the Governor and the General Assembly by October 15, 2021. 
Patron - Miyares

HB2335  Board for Contractors; unlicensed activ-
ity; penalty. Provides that, in addition to existing penalties for 
unlicensed activity, any second or subsequent violation by any 
person who undertakes work without a valid Virginia contrac-
tor's license or certificate when a license or certificate is 
required shall constitute a Class 6 felony.  
Patron - Watts

HB2372  Firearm transactions; voluntary back-
ground checks; clarification. Clarifies the provisions that 
apply to voluntary background checks performed at a firearms 

show by translating the Latin term of art mutatis mutandis into 
English.      
Patron - Holcomb

HB2387  Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation; waiver of first-time licensing fees for 
low-income applicants. Requires a regulatory board within 
the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation 
to waive the initial application fee for any low-income individ-
ual applying for any license, certificate, or registration issued 
by the regulatory board or the Department. The bill defines 
"low-income individual" as any individual whose gross annual 
income is less than $25,000 per year.  
Patron - Yancey

HB2394  Pawnbrokers; allowable late fees. Pro-
vides that a pawnbroker may charge a late fee, not to exceed 10 
percent of the amount loaned, for each item that is not claimed 
by the pledged due date.   
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB2451  Professional and occupational licensing; 
restoration of rights. Includes consideration of whether a per-
son's right to vote has been restored as part of a regulatory 
board's determination of whether a criminal conviction directly 
relates to an occupation or profession for which a license is 
sought.  
Patron - Torian

SB832   Firearm transactions; voluntary back-
ground checks; clarification. Clarifies the provisions that 
apply to voluntary background checks performed at a firearms 
show by translating the Latin term of art mutatis mutandis into 
English.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1220  Practice of telemedicine; prescribing. Pro-
vides that a health care practitioner who performs or has per-
formed an appropriate examination of the patient, either 
physically or by the use of instrumentation and diagnostic 
equipment, for the purpose of establishing a bona fide practi-
tioner-patient relationship may prescribe Schedule II through 
VI controlled substances to the patient, provided that the pre-
scribing of such controlled substance is in compliance with 
federal requirements for the practice of telemedicine. The bill 
also authorizes the Board of Pharmacy to register an entity at 
which a patient is treated by the use of instrumentation and 
diagnostic equipment for the purpose of establishing a bona 
fide practitioner-patient relationship and is prescribed Sched-
ule II through VI controlled substances to possess and adminis-
ter Schedule II through VI controlled substances when such 
prescribing is in compliance with federal requirements for the 
practice of telemedicine and the patient is not in the physical 
presence of a practitioner registered with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration.     
Patron - Barker

SB1244  Glucagon; administration by emergency 
medical services providers. Authorizes emergency medical 
services providers who are certified and authorized to adminis-
ter drugs and devices and who hold an advanced life support 
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certificate or basic life support certificate issued by the Com-
missioner of Health to possess and administer glucagon for the 
emergency treatment of hypoglycemia in accordance with 
existing protocols.   
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1327  Licensure of doctors of medical science. 
Establishes criteria for license as a doctor of medical science 
and establishes the Advisory Board on Doctors of Medical Sci-
ence.   
Patron - Carrico

SB1481  Judicial Candidate Evaluation Commit-
tee; Virginia State Bar. Codifies the procedures used by the 
State Bar to evaluate and recommend candidates for election 
by the General Assembly to the appellate courts, the federal 
courts, and the State Corporation Commission.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1504  Virginia Health Workforce Development 
Authority; career pathway. Directs the Virginia Health 
Workforce Development Authority to develop a curriculum in 
the field of geriatric health care.  
Patron - Favola

SB1572  Department of Professional and Occupa-
tional Regulation; regulation of land surveyor photogram-
metrists. Provides for the licensure of land surveyor 
photogrammetrists by the Board for Architects, Professional 
Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers and 
Landscape Architects. The bill defines "land surveyor photo-
grammetrists" and sets the criteria for their licensure.     
Patron - Stanley

SB1575   Virginia Real Estate Appraiser Board; 
appraisal management companies; compensation of 
appraisers. Requires an appraisal management company to 
compensate appraisers at a rate that is customary and reason-
able for appraisal services performed in the market area of the 
property being appraised. The bill provides that compliance 
with the fee requirement is presumed if an appraisal manage-
ment company compensates appraisers in an amount that is 
reasonably related to recent rates paid for comparable appraisal 
services by entities other than appraisal management compa-
nies in the geographic market of the property being appraised. 
The bill also provides that an appraisal management company 
may use objective third-party information, such as government 
agency fee schedules, academic studies, and independent pri-
vate sector surveys, as evidence to determine appraiser com-
pensation.   
Patron - Wagner

Property and Conveyances

Passed

HB1554 Property Owners' Association Act; 
amendment of declaration. Provides that except as otherwise 

provided in the declaration of a property owners' association, a 
declaration may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the own-
ers. The bill is in response to the Virginia Supreme Court deci-
sion in February 2016 in Tvardek v. Powhatan Village 
Homeowners Association, Inc. 
Patron - Bulova

HB1623 Residential rental property. Removes a 
provision that allows a tenant to remain in a dwelling unit that 
has been foreclosed upon pursuant to the federal Protecting 
Tenants at Foreclosure Act because the Act expired on Decem-
ber 31, 2014, and is no longer in effect. The bill provides that 
the foreclosure of a residential rental property shall act as a ter-
mination of the rental agreement by the owner of such prop-
erty. In such case, the tenant may remain in possession of such 
dwelling unit as a month-to-month tenant on the terms of the 
terminated rental agreement until the successor owner gives a 
notice of termination of such month-to-month tenancy. The bill 
also provides how rental payments may be made during the 
period of the month-to-month tenancy. In addition, the bill 
requires a current owner of rental property who has entered 
into a written property management agreement with a manag-
ing agent and who has subsequently entered into a purchase 
agreement with a new owner to give written notice to the man-
aging agent requesting payment of security deposits to the cur-
rent owner prior to settlement with the new owner. The bill 
requires the managing agent to transfer the security deposits to 
the current owner and provide written notice to each tenant that 
his security deposit has been transferred. This bill is identical 
to SB 991.
Patron - Yancey

HB1869  Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; tenant obligations. Provides that in addition to comply-
ing with the terms of a rental agreement, a tenant is obligated 
to be financially responsible for the added cost of treatment or 
extermination of any insects or pests due to the tenant's unrea-
sonable delay in reporting the existence of the insects or pests 
or the tenant's fault in failing to prevent infestation of any 
insects or pests in the area occupied.   
Patron - Lopez

HB2033 Landlord and tenant law; residential ten-
ancies; landlord and tenant obligations and remedies. Pro-
vides that the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act 
(§ 55-248.2 et seq.) (the Act) shall apply to all residential ten-
ancies; however, a landlord who is a natural person, an estate, 
or a legal entity that owns no more than two single-family resi-
dential dwelling units in its own name subject to a rental agree-
ment may opt out of the Act by stating so in the rental 
agreement. The bill conforms general landlord and tenant law 
relating to residential tenancies to the Act, including the secu-
rity deposits, lease terms, notice, and disclosure provisions. 
The bill also allows the landlord, for unclaimed security depos-
its, to submit such funds to the State Treasurer rather than the 
Virginia Housing Trust Fund and changes the requirement that 
a landlord make reasonable efforts to advise the tenant of the 
right to be present at the landlord's inspection to a requirement 
that written notice of the right be provided. The bill provides 
for a landlord to provide a tenant with a written statement of 
charges and payments over the previous 12 months rather than 
an accounting as required under current law. In addition, the 
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bill includes any activity that involves or constitutes a criminal 
or willful act that also poses a threat to health and safety by the 
tenant or authorized occupants, guests, or invitees as an imme-
diate nonremediable violation for which the landlord may ter-
minate the tenancy. The bill also authorizes a landlord to 
dispose of the property of a deceased tenant if a personal repre-
sentative has not been appointed by the circuit court. The land-
lord may proceed with the disposal after providing 10 days' 
notice. The bill (i) provides that authorized occupants, guests, 
or invitees must vacate the dwelling unit after the death of a 
sole tenant; (ii) allows a landlord to request during the pen-
dency of an unlawful detainer action an order requiring the 
tenant to provide the landlord with access to the dwelling unit; 
(iii) adds oil to the utilities that may be included in ratio utility 
billing; (iv) requires the landlord to provide a written security 
deposit disposition statement following a move-out inspection 
and provides for the landlord to seek recovery for additional 
damages discovered after the security deposit disposition has 
been made, provided, however, that the tenant may present evi-
dence of the move-out report to support the tenant's position 
that such additional damages did not exist at the time of the 
move-out inspection; and (v) authorizes a landlord to retain an 
attorney to prepare or provide any required written notice and 
permits the use of an electronic signature or an electronic 
notarization.
Patron - Miller

HB2034 Virginia Residential Property Disclosure 
Act. Adds two new disclosures required to be made by a seller 
of residential real property to a purchaser, one for whether the 
property is subject to one or more conservation or other ease-
ments and a second for whether the property is subject to a 
community development authority approved by a local govern-
ing body. The bill also (i) adds a definitions section for the Vir-
ginia Residential Property Disclosure Act, (ii) provides for 
electronic delivery of required disclosures, and (iii) provides 
that the required disclosures provided by the Real Estate Board 
appear on its website. The bill has numerous technical amend-
ments. 
Patron - Miller

HB2045 Property Owners' Association Act; desig-
nation of authorized representative by seller; association 
disclosure packet. Provides that unless expressly authorized 
by the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55-508 et seq.) or 
the declaration or as otherwise provided by law, no association 
may require the use of any for sale sign that is (i) an association 
sign or (ii) a real estate sign that does not comply with the 
requirements of the Real Estate Board. An association may, 
however, prohibit the placement of signs in the common area 
and establish reasonable rules and regulations that regulate (a) 
the number of real estate signs, (b) the geographical location of 
real estate signs, (c) the manner in which real estate signs are 
affixed to real property, and (d) the period of time after settle-
ment when the real estate signs must be removed. In addition, 
no property owners' association may require any lot owner to 
execute a formal power of attorney if the lot owner designates 
a person licensed by the Real Estate Board to serve as his 
authorized representative in the sale of a lot. The bill provides 
that if a request has been made to an association or its common 
interest community manager to furnish the disclosure packet 
and such packet is not provided within 14 days of the request, 

it shall be deemed a waiver of any claim for delinquent assess-
ments or of any violation of the declaration, bylaws, rules and 
regulations, or architectural guidelines existing as of the date 
of the request with respect to the subject lot. The bill also 
authorizes the Common Interest Community Board to assess a 
monetary penalty for failure to deliver the association disclo-
sure packet within 14 days against the association or its com-
mon interest community manager. The bill also authorizes the 
Common Interest Community Board to receive a complaint 
directly from any person aggrieved by an association's failure 
to deliver a resale certificate or disclosure packet within the 
time period required under the Condominium Act, the Virginia 
Real Estate Cooperative Act, or the Property Owners' Associa-
tion Act. This bill is identical to SB 1231.
Patron - Miller

HB2050 Severance of tenancy by the entireties by 
written instrument. Clarifies that a husband and wife may 
own real or personal property as tenants by the entirety for as 
long as they are married. The bill provides that, in order to 
sever a tenancy by the entireties by written instrument, the 
instrument must be a deed that is signed by both spouses as 
grantors of the property. This bill is in response to Evans v. 
Evans, Record No. 141277, 772 S.E.2d 576, 2015 Va. LEXIS 
84 (2015), and, as introduced, was a recommendation of the 
Boyd-Graves Conference. 
Patron - Adams

HB2203 Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act; 
notice to tenant of building code violation; renewal of lease.
Requires the Department of Housing and Community Devel-
opment to consider including in the current revision of the Uni-
form Statewide Building Code a provision designed to ensure 
that localities provide appropriate notice to residents of manu-
factured home parks of any Building Code violation by a park 
owner that jeopardizes the health and safety of those residents 
and to report to the General Assembly regarding the status of 
such efforts no later than November 1, 2017. The bill contains 
an emergency clause.
Patron - Torian

HB2274 Condominium Act; resale by purchaser; 
designation of authorized representative. Provides that 
unless expressly authorized by the Condominium Act or the 
condominium instruments or as otherwise provided by law, no 
unit owners' association may require the use of any for sale 
sign that is a unit owners' association sign, or a real estate sign 
that does not comply with the requirements of the Real Estate 
Board. A unit owners' association may, however, prohibit the 
placement of signs in the common area and establish reason-
able rules and regulations that regulate (i) the number of real 
estate signs to be located on real property upon which the 
owner has a separate ownership interest or a right of exclusive 
possession, so long as at least one real estate sign is permitted; 
(ii) the geographical location of real estate signs on real prop-
erty in which the owner has a separate ownership interest or a 
right of exclusive possession, so long as the location of the real 
estate signs complies with the requirements of the Real Estate 
Board; (iii) the manner in which real estate signs are affixed to 
real property; and (iv) the period of time after settlement when 
the real estate signs on such real property shall be removed. 
The bill also prohibits a unit owners' association from requiring 
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any unit owner to execute a formal power of attorney if the unit 
owner designates a person licensed by the Real Estate Board to 
serve as his authorized representative in the sale of a unit. In 
addition, the bill authorizes the Common Interest Community 
Board to assess a monetary penalty against a unit owners' asso-
ciation or common interest community manager for the failure 
to deliver the resale certificate within 14 days. This bill is iden-
tical to SB 1255.
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

SB991 Residential rental property. Removes a provi-
sion that allows a tenant to remain in a dwelling unit that has 
been foreclosed upon pursuant to the federal Protecting Ten-
ants at Foreclosure Act because the Act expired on December 
31, 2014, and is no longer in effect. The bill provides that the 
foreclosure of a residential rental property shall act as a termi-
nation of the rental agreement by the owner of such property. 
In such case, the tenant may remain in possession of such 
dwelling unit as a month-to-month tenant on the terms of the 
terminated rental agreement until the successor owner gives a 
notice of termination of such month-to-month tenancy. The bill 
also provides how rental payments may be made during the 
period of the month-to-month tenancy. In addition, the bill 
requires a current owner of rental property who has entered 
into a written property management agreement with a manag-
ing agent and who has subsequently entered into a purchase 
agreement with a new owner to give written notice to the man-
aging agent requesting payment of security deposits to the cur-
rent owner prior to settlement with the new owner. The bill 
requires the managing agent to transfer the security deposits to 
the current owner and provide written notice to each tenant that 
his security deposit has been transferred. This bill is identical 
to HB 1623.
Patron - Dance

SB1037  Virginia Residential Property Disclosure 
Act; required disclosures; local historic districts. Advises a 
prospective purchaser of residential property under the Virginia 
Residential Property Disclosure Act, upon delivery of the resi-
dential property disclosure statement wherein the owner makes 
no representations with respect to the presence of a historic dis-
trict, to review any materials available from the locality that 
explain (i) any requirements to alter, reconstruct, renovate, 
restore, or demolish buildings or signs in the local historic dis-
trict and (ii) the necessity of obtaining any local review board 
or governing body approvals prior to doing any work on a 
property located in a local historic district. This bill is a recom-
mendation of the Virginia Housing Commission.   
Patron - Locke

SB1123 Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act; fail-
ure of landlord to correct violations; notification of tenants.
Provides that if a landlord does not remedy a violation of an 
ordinance involving the health and safety of tenants in a manu-
factured home park within seven days of receiving notice from 
the locality of such violation, the locality must notify tenants of 
the manufactured home park who are affected by the violation. 
The notification may consist of posting the notice of violation 
in a conspicuous place in the manufactured home park or mail-
ing copies of the notice to affected tenants.
Patron - McPike

SB1231 Property Owners' Association Act; desig-
nation of authorized representative by seller; association 
disclosure packet. Provides that unless expressly authorized 
by the Property Owners' Association Act (§ 55-508 et seq.) or 
the declaration or as otherwise provided by law, no association 
may require the use of any for sale sign that is (i) an association 
sign or (ii) a real estate sign that does not comply with the 
requirements of the Real Estate Board. An association may, 
however, prohibit the placement of signs in the common area 
and establish reasonable rules and regulations that regulate (a) 
the number of real estate signs, (b) the geographical location of 
real estate signs, (c) the manner in which real estate signs are 
affixed to real property, and (d) the period of time after settle-
ment when the real estate signs must be removed. In addition, 
no property owners' association may require any lot owner to 
execute a formal power of attorney if the lot owner designates 
a person licensed by the Real Estate Board to serve as his 
authorized representative in the sale of a lot. The bill provides 
that if a request has been made to an association or its common 
interest community manager to furnish the disclosure packet 
and such packet is not provided within 14 days of the request, 
it shall be deemed a waiver of any claim for delinquent assess-
ments or of any violation of the declaration, bylaws, rules and 
regulations, or architectural guidelines existing as of the date 
of the request with respect to the subject lot. The bill also 
authorizes the Common Interest Community Board to assess a 
monetary penalty for failure to deliver the association disclo-
sure packet within 14 days against the association or its com-
mon interest community manager. The bill also authorizes the 
Common Interest Community Board to receive a complaint 
directly from any person aggrieved by an association's failure 
to deliver a resale certificate or disclosure packet within the 
time period required under the Condominium Act, the Virginia 
Real Estate Cooperative Act, or the Property Owners' Associa-
tion Act. This bill is identical to HB 2045.
Patron - Stanley

SB1255 Condominium Act; resale by purchaser; 
designation of authorized representative. Provides that 
unless expressly authorized by the Condominium Act or the 
condominium instruments or as otherwise provided by law, no 
unit owners' association may require the use of any for sale 
sign that is a unit owners' association sign, or a real estate sign 
that does not comply with the requirements of the Real Estate 
Board. A unit owners' association may, however, prohibit the 
placement of signs in the common area and establish reason-
able rules and regulations that regulate (i) the number of real 
estate signs to be located on real property upon which the 
owner has a separate ownership interest or a right of exclusive 
possession, so long as at least one real estate sign is permitted; 
(ii) the geographical location of real estate signs on real prop-
erty in which the owner has a separate ownership interest or a 
right of exclusive possession, so long as the location of the real 
estate signs complies with the requirements of the Real Estate 
Board; (iii) the manner in which real estate signs are affixed to 
real property; and (iv) the period of time after settlement when 
the real estate signs on such real property shall be removed. 
The bill also prohibits a unit owners' association from requiring 
any unit owner to execute a formal power of attorney if the unit 
owner designates a person licensed by the Real Estate Board to 
serve as his authorized representative in the sale of a unit. In 
addition, the bill authorizes the Common Interest Community 
Board to assess a monetary penalty against a unit owners' asso-
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ciation or common interest community manager for the failure 
to deliver the resale certificate within 14 days. This bill is iden-
tical to HB 2274.
Patron - DeSteph

Failed

HB1553  Property Owners' Association Act; board 
of directors; actions taken without a meeting. Conforms the 
Property Owners' Association Act with the provisions of the 
Virginia Nonstock Corporation Act as the latter relates to 
authorized actions that may be taken by an association board of 
directors without a meeting. The bill sets out the requirements 
for written consent of the members of the board of directors to 
such action and provides the opportunity for comment by 
members of the association on any such action taken.   
Patron - Bulova

HB1638  Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; insurance; early termination of rental agreement. Pro-
hibits a landlord from requiring a tenant to agree to a waiver of 
subrogation for damage or renter's insurance. The bill also (i) 
requires a landlord to post a copy of a standard rental agree-
ment and any addenda regularly used by the landlord on the 
landlord's public website, if any; (ii) allows for the early termi-
nation of a rental agreement by the surviving spouse of a dece-
dent tenant under certain conditions; and (iii) provides that if a 
tenant makes a request for maintenance, the landlord is 
required to contact the tenant by telephone or electronic mail as 
provided by the tenant to arrange a time as may be mutually 
agreed upon by the landlord and tenant to remedy the condition 
for which the request for maintenance was made, unless there 
is a preexisting agreement between the parties to the contrary.  
Patron - Leftwich

HB1639  Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; disclosure of relationship between landlord and insur-
ance company. Requires a landlord, prior to the execution or 
renewal of a rental agreement, to provide a written disclosure 
to a tenant in cases where (i) there exists a business or financial 
relationship between the landlord and any insurance company 
(a) providing to the landlord any insurance coverage that under 
current law the landlord may require as a condition of tenancy 
or (b) referred by the landlord to a tenant to obtain such insur-
ance coverage and (ii) any such coverage contains a waiver of 
subrogation provision. The bill defines the term "business or 
financial relationship."  
Patron - Leftwich

HB1648  Notice by trustee required before foreclo-
sure sale; tenant of property subject to sale. Requires a 
trustee to give written notice to any tenant living in property 
subject to foreclosure. The bill provides the contents of such 
written notice and requires the trustee to serve such notice at 
least 30 days prior to a foreclosure sale by mail or hand deliv-
ery.   
Patron - Loupassi

HB1670  Property Owners' Association Act; 
amendment of declaration. Provides that except as otherwise 

provided in the declaration of a property owners' association, a 
declaration may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the own-
ers. The bill also provides that an action to challenge the valid-
ity of an amendment adopted by the association may not be 
brought more than one year after the amendment is recorded. 
Under current law, such a challenge must be brought within 
one year after the amendment is effective. The bill is in 
response to the Virginia Supreme Court decision in February 
2016 in Tvardek v. Powhatan Village Homeowners Associa-
tion, Inc.     
Patron - Lindsey

HB2376  Property Owners' Association Act; fees 
for disclosure packets by associations not professionally 
managed. Provides that an association that is not profession-
ally managed may act as a professionally managed association 
only upon complying with specific conditions set out in the 
bill. The bill also states that an association that is not profes-
sionally managed that satisfies each of these conditions and 
that performs the responsibilities of a professionally managed 
association shall have the liabilities and receive the compensa-
tion of a professionally managed association.  
Patron - Watts

HB2382  Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; landlord to inspect vacated dwelling unit for aban-
doned animals; penalty. Requires a landlord who knows or 
should have known that a dwelling unit has been vacated to 
inspect such dwelling unit within two days of its being vacated 
for the presence of any abandoned animals. If an abandoned 
animal is discovered, the landlord is required to notify an ani-
mal control officer or law enforcement of the presence and 
condition of the animal but shall not be considered the owner 
or custodian of the animal. The bill also provides that any per-
son who knowingly fails to comply with the bill's inspection 
and notification provisions shall be guilty of a Class 1 misde-
meanor.   
Patron - Lindsey

SB959 Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant 
Act; abandoned animals; penalty. Prohibits a tenant from 
abandoning a companion animal either during the tenancy or 
after vacating the dwelling unit and provides that the penalty 
for such abandonment is a Class 3 misdemeanor. 
Patron - Spruill

SB993  Lease agreements; late charge. Caps the 
amount of the late charge that a lessor may impose for the fail-
ure of the lessee to make timely payment of any periodic rent 
due under a lease of real property in the Commonwealth at five 
percent of the amount of the periodic rent due under the lease. 
The measure requires the late charge to be specified in the 
lease or rental agreement. A payment is timely if it is made 
within seven calendar days of the due date. 
Patron - Stanley

SB1094  Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act; right 
of resident upon eviction from a manufactured home park.
Provides that a manufactured home owned by an evicted resi-
dent of a manufactured home park when there is no secured 
party shall be held in trust for the resident by the park owner 
until such time as the home is sold. The bill further provides 
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that if the manufactured home is sold, the proceeds of the sale 
shall be remitted by the owner to the resident minus any costs 
for the sale and any amounts owed to the park.  
Patron - Petersen

SB1096  Virginia Property Owners' Association 
Act; home-based businesses; licensed child care provider. 
Provides that a lot owner who is a licensed child care provider 
operating within his personal residence pursuant to state law 
and in compliance with local ordinances shall be considered an 
accessory residential use and may not be prohibited by a prop-
erty owners' association unless specifically prohibited by the 
declaration.  
Patron - Petersen

SB1368  Foreclosure advertisements; posted at 
courthouse and on local government or circuit court web-
site. Provides that, in lieu of newspaper advertisements, fore-
closure sales shall be advertised at the courthouse and on the 
website of the public government of the locality served by the 
court or of the circuit court for the county or city in which the 
property to be sold is located, and that the clerk shall place a 
small notice in a newspaper having a general circulation in the 
city or county in which the property to be sold is located 
informing the public of the location of such advertisements. 
The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2018.  
Patron - Norment

SB1401  Virginia Property Owners' Association 
Act; lot owner representation on association board.
Requires, unless the declaration expressly provides otherwise, 
that the membership of the board of directors of the association 
include lot owners other than the declarant until the transfer of 
the common area to the association by the declarant.  
Patron - Dunnavant

Public Service Companies

Passed

HB1671 Qualified projects of natural gas utilities.
Exempts any natural gas utility serving fewer than 2,000 resi-
dential customers and fewer than 350 commercial and indus-
trial customers in the year in which the utility makes an 
investment for qualifying projects from the provision that lim-
its the amount of investment that a natural gas utility may make 
in qualifying projects to one percent of its net plant investment 
that was used in establishing base rates in its most recent rate 
case. The measure applies only to projects located in the coal-
field region of Virginia. The existing exemption to the one per-
cent cap was enacted in 2013 and applies to any natural gas 
utility serving fewer than 1,000 residential customers and 
fewer than 250 commercial and industrial customers in such 
year. Legislation enacted in 2012 established a mechanism for 
natural gas utilities to recover the eligible infrastructure devel-
opment costs of a qualifying project through future rates. A 
qualifying project is an economic development project for 
which, among other things, the utility has received a binding 
commitment from the developer or occupant of the proposed 

project regarding capacity or a financial guaranty from the 
developer or state or local government in the amount of at least 
50 percent of the estimated investment to be made in the pro-
posed project. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Morefield

HB1719 Wireless E-911 Fund; distribution per-
centages. Postpones from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2018, the 
date by which the Department of Taxation is required to con-
duct its first recalculation of the percentage of funds in the 
Wireless E-911 Fund that is required to be distributed to each 
public safety answering point (PSAP). The recalculation is 
required to be based on the cost and call load data of each 
PSAP for the previous five fiscal years. This bill is identical to 
SB 1003.
Patron - Anderson

HB1760 Electric utilities; costs of pumped hydro-
electricity generation and storage facilities. Authorizes an 
investor-owned electric utility to petition the State Corporation 
Commission for approval of a rate adjustment clause for recov-
ery of the costs of one or more pumped hydroelectricity gener-
ation and storage facilities that utilize associated on-site or off-
site renewable energy resources as all or a portion of their 
power source and such facilities and associated resources are 
located in the coalfield region of the Commonwealth. The 
measure provides that the requirement that a utility demon-
strate that it has considered and weighed alternative options, 
including third-party market alternatives, in its selection pro-
cess applies only to a generation facility that is described in 
clauses (i) and (ii) of subdivision A 6 of § 56-585.1.
Patron - Kilgore

HB1766 Utility Facilities Act; associated facilities 
of an electrical transmission line. Provides that the issuance 
by the State Corporation Commission of a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity for construction of an electrical 
transmission line of 138 kilovolts and any associated facilities 
shall be deemed to satisfy local comprehensive plan require-
ments and all local zoning ordinances with respect to the trans-
mission line and associated facilities. The measure defines 
"associated facilities" as including any station, substation, tran-
sition station, and switchyard facilities to be constructed out-
side of any county operating under the county executive form 
of government that is located in Planning District 8 (e.g., 
Prince William County) in association with the 138 kilovolt 
transmission line. 
Patron - Habeeb

HB2108 Virginia Wireless Services Authority Act; 
rates and charges. Provides that a wireless services authority 
may fix rates, fees, and charges for services provided, or facili-
ties owned, operated, or maintained by the authority, for which 
the authority has received loan funding. Currently, an authority 
may do so only if it has issued revenue bonds. A similar 
change authorizes rates to be set at levels to provide for pay-
ment of loans. The measure also requires each authority to 
maintain records demonstrating compliance with certain provi-
sions and to make the records available for inspection and 
copying by the public pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act.
Patron - Byron
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HB2291 Electric utilities; costs of modifications to 
nuclear generation facilities. Authorizes an investor-owned 
electric utility to petition the State Corporation Commission 
for approval of a rate adjustment clause for recovery of the 
costs of a system or equipment upgrade, system or equipment 
replacement, or other cost reasonably appropriate to extend the 
combined operating license for, or the operating life of, nuclear 
generation facilities. The measure limits the scope of the 
requirement that a utility demonstrate that it has considered 
and weighed alternative options, including third-party market 
alternatives, in its selection process to certain new generation 
facilities. The measure provides that a utility's costs incurred in 
extending the combined operating license for, or the operating 
life of, a nuclear generation facility, which costs are prudently 
incurred prior to the Commission's entry of a final order on the 
petition, shall be deferred on the books and records of the util-
ity until the later of the entry of a final order in the proceeding 
or until the implementation of any applicable approved rate 
adjustment clauses. The measure prohibits a utility, prior to 
January 1, 2020, from recovering through a rate adjustment 
clause certain costs related to extensions of the combined oper-
ating license for or the operating life of a nuclear generation 
facility. An enactment clause provides that costs recovered 
through the utility's rates for generation and distribution ser-
vices as of January 1, 2017, that are associated with a utility's 
existing nuclear generation facilities are not recoverable 
through a specified rate adjustment clause.
Patron - Kilgore

HB2303 Small agricultural generators. Establishes 
the parameters of a program under which small agricultural 
generators may sell the electricity generated from a small agri-
cultural generating facility to its utility. Effective July 1, 2019, 
enrollment by eligible agricultural customer-generators in an 
existing net energy metering program conducted by an electric 
cooperative will cease, though a cooperative's customers who 
were participating as eligible agricultural customer-generators 
before that date are allowed to remain in the net metering pro-
gram for not more than 25 years. A small agricultural generator 
is defined in this measure as a customer who operates an elec-
trical generating facility as part of an agricultural business, 
which generating facility, among other conditions, has a capac-
ity of not more than 1.5 megawatts, uses renewable energy as 
its total source of fuel, has a capacity that does not exceed 150 
percent of the customer's expected annual energy consumption 
based on the previous 12 months of billing history, uses not 
more than 25 percent of contiguous land owned or controlled 
by the agricultural business for purposes of the renewable 
energy generating facility, and is a PURPA qualifying small 
power production facility. The program for small agricultural 
generators requires the generator to enter into a power pur-
chase agreement with its supplier to sell all of the electricity 
generated at a rate not less than the supplier's State Corporation 
Commission-approved avoided cost tariff for energy and 
capacity. The program also provides for utilities to recover dis-
tribution service costs and costs incurred to purchase electric-
ity, capacity, and renewable energy certificates from the small 
agricultural generator through its Renewable Energy Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) rate adjustment clause if the utility has a Com-
mission-approved RPS plan and rate adjustment clause or, if 
the utility does not have a Commission-approved RPS rate 
adjustment clause, then the costs shall be recoverable through 
the supplier's fuel adjustment clause or through the utility's 

cost of purchased power. Finally, the measure directs the Com-
mission to conduct a single docketed proceeding to implement 
the provisions of this measure. This bill is identical to SB 1394.
Patron - Minchew

HB2358 Water utilities; temporary and interim 
rate increases. Extends the maximum period that the State 
Corporation Commission is authorized to suspend the imple-
mentation of a proposed rate increase rates from 150 to 180 
days. The measure applies only to certain investor-owned 
water utilities.
Patron - Ransone

HB2390 Renewable energy power purchase agree-
ments; pilot programs. Expands the pilot program for renew-
able energy power purchase agreements authorized under 
legislation enacted in 2013 by directing that a pilot program be 
conducted by Appalachian Power. Currently, a pilot program is 
authorized only within Dominion Power's service territory. The 
measure provides that within the certificated service territory 
of Appalachian Power, nonprofit, private institutions of higher 
education that are not being served under a specific renewable 
generation tariff provision are deemed to be customer-genera-
tors eligible to participate in the pilot program, without the 
requirement that they participate in the utility's net energy 
metering program. The aggregated capacity of all generation 
facilities that are subject to third party power purchase agree-
ments in Appalachian Power's pilot program is capped at seven 
megawatts. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Kilgore

SB990 Electric energy consumption reduction goal; 
progress reports. Directs the Department of Mines, Minerals 
and Energy, in consultation with the staff of the State Corpora-
tion Commission, to report annually, commencing no later than 
December 15, 2018, on the progress the Commonwealth is 
making toward meeting the goal adopted in 2007 of reducing 
the consumption of electric energy by retail customers by the 
year 2022 by an amount equal to 10 percent of the amount of 
electric energy consumed by retail customers in 2006. The bill 
requires the reports to be made to the General Assembly, the 
Governor, and the Governor's Executive Committee on Energy 
Efficiency. 
Patron - Dance

SB1003 Wireless E-911 Fund; distribution percent-
ages. Postpones from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2018, the date by 
which the Department of Taxation is required to conduct its 
first recalculation of the percentage of funds in the Wireless E-
911 Fund that is required to be distributed to each public safety 
answering point (PSAP). The recalculation is required to be 
based on the cost and call load data of each PSAP for the previ-
ous five fiscal years. This bill is identical to HB 1719.
Patron - Ebbin

SB1282 Wireless communications infrastructure. 
Provides a uniform procedure for the way in which small cell 
facilities on existing structures are approved by localities and 
approved and installed in public rights-of-way. The measure 
includes provisions that establish requirements applicable to 
the location of micro-wireless facilities. The measure also 
addresses restrictions by localities and the Department of 
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Transportation regarding the use of public rights-of-way or 
easements. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - McDougle

SB1289 Qualified projects of natural gas utilities.
Exempts any natural gas utility serving fewer than 2,000 resi-
dential customers and fewer than 350 commercial and indus-
trial customers in the year in which the utility makes an 
investment for qualifying projects from the provision that lim-
its the amount of investment that a natural gas utility may make 
in qualifying projects to one percent of its net plant investment 
that was used in establishing base rates in its most recent rate 
case. The existing exemption to the one percent cap was 
enacted in 2013 and applies to any natural gas utility serving 
fewer than 1,000 residential customers and fewer than 250 
commercial and industrial customers in such year. Legislation 
enacted in 2012 established a mechanism for natural gas utili-
ties to recover the eligible infrastructure development costs of 
a qualifying project through future rates. A qualifying project 
is an economic development project for which, among other 
things, the utility has received a binding commitment from the 
developer or occupant of the proposed project regarding capac-
ity or a financial guaranty from the developer or state or local 
government in the amount of at least 50 percent of the esti-
mated investment to be made in the proposed project.
Patron - Chafin

SB1393 Electric utilities; community solar pilot 
programs. Requires Dominion Virginia Power and Appala-
chian Power to conduct a community solar pilot program for 
retail customers. A pilot program will authorize the participat-
ing utility to sell electric power to subscribing customers under 
a voluntary companion rate schedule, and the utility will gener-
ate or purchase the electric power from eligible generation 
facilities selected for inclusion in the pilot program. An eligi-
ble generation facility is an electrical generation facility that (i) 
exclusively uses energy derived from sunlight; (ii) is placed in 
service on or after July 1, 2017; (iii) is not constructed by an 
investor-owned utility but is acquired by an investor-owned 
utility through an asset purchase agreement or is subject to a 
power purchase agreement under which the utility purchases 
the facility's output from a third party; and (iv) has a generating 
capacity not exceeding two megawatts, subject to an exception. 
Pilot programs will have a three-year duration unless renewed 
or made permanent by appropriate legislation. The measure 
requires an investor-owned utility to select eligible generating 
facilities for dedication to its pilot program through a request 
for proposal (RFP) process. The minimum generating capacity 
of the eligible generating facilities in Appalachian Power's 
pilot program is 0.5 MW and in Dominion's pilot program is 10 
MW. The maximum generating capacity of the eligible gener-
ating facilities in Appalachian Power's pilot program is 10 MW 
and in Dominion's pilot program is 40 MW. The measure 
establishes a procedure through which an investor-owned util-
ity may increase the generating capacity of facilities in its pilot 
program above the amount most recently approved by the State 
Corporation Commission. The measure provides that an inves-
tor-owned utility may recover pilot program costs that are not 
recovered through the voluntary companion rate schedule 
through variable-output contracts with participating third par-
ties. A subscribing customer's usage above the amount sub-
scribed for the voluntary companion rate schedule shall be 

billed under the customer's applicable standard rate. The mea-
sure authorizes a utility consumer services cooperative to con-
duct a pilot program and gives the cooperative flexibility in 
designing its program and voluntary companion rate schedule. 
The measure declares that the participation of retail customers 
in a pilot program is in the public interest and that the volun-
tary companion rate schedules approved are necessary in order 
to acquire information that is in furtherance of the public inter-
est. The measure requires the Commission to approve the 
recovery of pilot program costs that it deems to be reasonable 
and prudent, the pilot program design, the voluntary compan-
ion rate schedule, and the portfolio of participating generating 
facilities. Commission review or approval is not required for 
individual participating generating facilities, agreements, sites, 
or RFPs. The measure provides that an approved voluntary 
companion rate schedule shall not be considered a tariff for 
electric energy provided 100 percent from renewable energy. 
An enactment clause directs investor-owned utilities, prior to 
submitting a proposal for a pilot program, to examine, in coop-
eration with representatives of relevant governmental, non-
profit, and for-profit entities, options to facilitate the 
subscribing by low-income customers to the utility's pilot pro-
gram. Another enactment clause requires participating utilities 
to disclose to subscribing customers the cost difference 
between the voluntary companion rate schedule and rate the 
customer would pay if it was not a subscriber.
Patron - Wagner

SB1394 Small agricultural generators. Establishes 
the parameters of a program under which small agricultural 
generators may sell the electricity generated from a small agri-
cultural generating facility to its utility. Effective July 1, 2019, 
enrollment by eligible agricultural customer-generators in an 
existing net energy metering program conducted by an electric 
cooperative will cease, though a cooperative's customers who 
were participating as eligible agricultural customer-generators 
before that date are allowed to remain in the net metering pro-
gram for not more than 25 years. A small agricultural generator 
is defined in this measure as a customer who operates an elec-
trical generating facility as part of an agricultural business, 
which generating facility, among other conditions, has a capac-
ity of not more than 1.5 megawatts, uses renewable energy as 
its total source of fuel, has a capacity that does not exceed 150 
percent of the customer's expected annual energy consumption 
based on the previous 12 months of billing history, uses not 
more than 25 percent of contiguous land owned or controlled 
by the agricultural business for purposes of the renewable 
energy generating facility, and is a PURPA qualifying small 
power production facility. The program for small agricultural 
generators requires the generator to enter into a power pur-
chase agreement with its supplier to sell all of the electricity 
generated at a rate not less than the supplier's State Corporation 
Commission-approved avoided cost tariff for energy and 
capacity. The program also provides for utilities to recover dis-
tribution service costs and costs incurred to purchase electric-
ity, capacity, and renewable energy certificates from the small 
agricultural generator through its Renewable Energy Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) rate adjustment clause if the utility has a Com-
mission-approved RPS plan and rate adjustment clause or, if 
the utility does not have a Commission-approved RPS rate 
adjustment clause, then the costs shall be recoverable through 
the supplier's fuel adjustment clause or through the utility's 
cost of purchased power. Finally, the measure directs the Com-
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mission to conduct a single docketed proceeding to implement 
the provisions of this measure. The bill incorporates SB 917 
and is identical to HB 2303.
Patron - Wagner

SB1418 Electric utilities; costs of pumped hydro-
electricity generation and storage facilities. Authorizes an 
investor-owned electric utility to petition the State Corporation 
Commission for approval of a rate adjustment clause for recov-
ery of the costs of one or more pumped hydroelectricity gener-
ation and storage facilities that utilize associated on-site or off-
site renewable energy resources as all or a portion of their 
power source and such facilities and associated resources are 
located in the coalfield region of the Commonwealth. The 
measure provides that the requirement that a utility demon-
strate that it has considered and weighed alternative options, 
including third-party market alternatives, in its selection pro-
cess does not apply to these generation and storage facilities. 
This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Chafin

SB1473 Electric utilities; undergrounding distribu-
tion lines. Declares that the replacement of any subset of an 
investor-owned electric utility's existing overhead distribution 
tap lines that have, in the aggregate, an average of nine or more 
total unplanned outage events-per-mile over a preceding 10-
year period with new underground facilities in order to 
improve electric service reliability is in the public interest. The 
measure also provides that there shall be a rebuttable presump-
tion that (i) the conversion of such facilities will provide local 
and system-wide benefits, (ii) the new underground facilities 
are cost beneficial, and (iii) the costs associated with the new 
underground facilities are reasonably and prudently incurred. 
An enactment clause provides that the measure shall apply to 
any applications pending with the Commission regarding new 
underground facilities on or after January 1, 2017. Another 
enactment clause directs an investor-owned incumbent electric 
utility to provide written notice to any cable operator of a cable 
television system that has attached its facilities to its poles that 
will be replaced in a project to underground existing overhead 
distribution tap lines not less than 90 days prior to relocating 
the utility's overhead distribution lines. The clause also estab-
lishes a procedure for negotiating a common shared under-
ground easement. 
Patron - Saslaw

SB1492 Water utilities; consolidated ratemaking.
Requires that in any ratemaking proceeding for certain inves-
tor-owned water utilities that are part of a water utility network 
the State Corporation Commission shall ensure that equal fixed 
and volumetric rates are charged for each customer class of 
every water utility that is in the water utility network. In such 
proceeding, the Commission is authorized to aggregate the rev-
enues and costs of the water utilities that are members of the 
applicable water utility network. This bill received Governor’s 
recommendations.
Patron - Stuart

Failed

HB1438  Natural gas companies; right of entry.
Requires that a natural gas company's notice to the owner of 
property of the company's intent to enter upon the property set 
forth the "specific" date of the intended entry. Currently, a 
company's notice of intent to enter is required to set forth the 
date of the intended entry.   
Patron - Head

HB1465 Electric energy consumption reduction 
goal; progress reports. Directs the Department of Mines, 
Minerals and Energy, in consultation with the staff of the State 
Corporation Commission, to report annually, commencing no 
later than December 15, 2018, on the progress the Common-
wealth is making toward meeting the goal adopted in 2007 of 
reducing the consumption of electric energy by retail custom-
ers by the year 2022 by an amount equal to 10 percent of the 
amount of electric energy consumed by retail customers in 
2006. The bill requires the reports to be made to the General 
Assembly and the Governor's Executive Committee on Energy 
Efficiency or, if the Committee ceases operations, to the Gov-
ernor. 
Patron - Sullivan

HB1636  Energy efficiency programs; total 
resource cost test. Defines the "total resource cost test" as a 
test to determine if the benefit-cost ratio of a proposed energy 
efficiency program or measure is greater than one. The mea-
sure defines "benefit-cost ratio" as the ratio of the net present 
value of the total benefits of a program or measure, including 
savings and non-energy benefits, to the net present value of the 
total incremental costs of implementing that program or mea-
sure as calculated over the lifetime of the measures imple-
mented thereunder. An energy efficiency program or measure 
that meets the total resource cost test is declared to be in the 
public interest. The measure provides that an energy efficiency 
program or measure that fails the total resource cost test shall 
be reviewed by the State Corporation Commission (SCC) 
under other tests for approving energy efficiency. The total 
resource cost test is one of the four tests used by the SCC in 
assessing electricity and natural gas utility energy efficiency 
programs.  
Patron - Sullivan

HB1658 Electric utility customer account informa-
tion confidential. Provides that an electric utility or any offi-
cer, agent, or employee of the electric utility, or for any other 
person the electric utility authorizes to receive customer 
account information in connection with any business of the 
electric utility, shall not without the consent of the customer 
knowingly disclose any customer account information to any 
person, subject to certain exceptions.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1703 Electric and natural gas utilities; energy 
efficiency goals. Requires investor-owned electric utilities, 
cooperative electric utilities, and investor-owned natural gas 
distribution utilities to meet incremental annual energy effi-
ciency goals. Electric utilities are required to implement cost-
effective energy efficiency measures to achieve the goal of two 
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percent savings by 2032 and thereafter, with interim goals that 
start at 0.25 percent for 2018-2019 and increase in biennial 
increments of 0.25 percent until 2032. Gas utilities are required 
to achieve the goal of one percent savings by 2032 and thereaf-
ter, with interim goals that start at 0.125 percent for 2018-2019 
and increase in biennial increments of 0.125 percent until 
2032. The utilities are required to submit energy efficiency 
plans with the State Corporation Commission (SCC). The SCC 
(i) shall order changes to a plan submitted by a utility that does 
not demonstrate that the utility will achieve incremental annual 
energy efficiency goals; (ii) shall require utilities to commence 
compliance efforts with the incremental annual energy effi-
ciency goals during calendar year 2018, though it may adjust 
the goal for 2018 if appropriate to address a partial year of 
implementation; (iii) may design performance incentives that 
reward utilities for exceeding efficiency goals; (iv) shall 
require utilities to report annually to the SCC on their efforts 
and progress in meeting the incremental annual energy effi-
ciency goals; and (v) shall submit reports regarding compli-
ance with the requirements of the incremental annual energy 
efficiency goals every five years.
Patron - Sullivan

HB1715 Virginia Highway Corporation Act of 
1988. Gives the State Corporation Commission discretion to 
approve any request to increase tolls on the Dulles Greenway 
by a specified annual percentage increase. The measure also 
gives the Commission discretion to approve an additional 
increase in such tolls based on increases in local property taxes 
when requested by the operator. Currently, the Commission is 
required to approve such requests for toll increases. 
Patron - Minchew

HB1800 Electric utility regulation; third party 
power purchase agreements. Authorizes individual retail cus-
tomers of electric energy to own and operate, or contract with 
other persons to own, operate, or both, a renewable electrical 
generating facility under a third-party power purchase agree-
ment, on the customer's premises that meets the "eligible cus-
tomer-generator" requirements for nonresidential customers 
and agricultural customers under the Commonwealth's net 
energy metering program. 
Patron - Toscano

HB1881  Toll rate approval by the State Corpora-
tion Commission under the Virginia Highway Corporation 
Act of 1988. Requires the State Corporation Commission to 
ensure that the cost of operating tolled roadways under the Vir-
ginia Highway Corporation Act of 1988 is reasonably appor-
tioned across all users on the basis of the relative distance each 
class of user travels on the roadway.     
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1902  Public-Private Transportation Act of 
1995; Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastruc-
ture Act of 2002; affected local jurisdictions and public 
entities; consideration of economic impact. Requires a pri-
vate entity requesting approval to develop and operate a quali-
fying transportation facility under the Public-Private 
Transportation Act of 1995 or a qualifying project under the 
Public-Private Education Facilities and Infrastructure Act of 
2002 to include an economic impact analysis identifying any 

potentially adverse economic or revenue impacts a potential 
comprehensive agreement may have on all affected local juris-
dictions. The bill further provides that affected local jurisdic-
tions be given reasonable opportunity to consult with the 
parties concerning the nature and scope of the impacts and 
regarding measures that may be taken to avoid or mitigate the 
impacts or make the agreement revenue-neutral. The bill 
directs that each responsible public entity must certify compli-
ance with the review of the economic impact analysis provi-
sions.  
Patron - Heretick

HB2112 Electric utilities; community renewable 
projects. Requires the State Corporation Commission to adopt 
rules under which community renewable projects are autho-
rized to operate. A community renewable project is a solar or 
wind-powered electric generation facility with a capacity of 
not more than 20 megawatts that is operated subject to require-
ments that the electricity generated by the facility belongs to 
the project's subscribers. The facility may be owned either by 
the investor-owned electric utility or distribution cooperative 
in whose service territory the facility is located or a for-profit 
or nonprofit entity, which may be an entity entirely owned by 
or consisting of subscribers, that contracts to sell the electricity 
generated by the facility to the retail utility. The measure pro-
vides that neither the owner of a project nor its subscribers are 
public utilities and that prices paid for subscriptions in projects 
shall not be subject to regulation by the Commission. The mea-
sure also requires the retail utility to purchase all of the elec-
tricity generated by the project and that the purchase of the 
electricity by the utility shall take the form of a credit against 
the utility's electric bill to each of the project's subscribers. 
Finally, the measure requires the Commission to formulate and 
implement policies that simultaneously encourage the owner-
ship by customers of subscriptions in projects and of other 
forms of distributed generation to the extent the Commission 
finds there to be demand for such ownership; the development 
of projects with attributes that the Commission finds result in 
lower overall total costs for the retail utility's customers; and 
successful financing and operation of subscriber-owned proj-
ects.
Patron - Keam

HB2196 Wireless communications infrastructure. 
Provides a uniform procedure for the way in which wireless 
communications infrastructure is approved by localities and 
approved and installed in public rights-of-way.  
Patron - Kilgore

SB813  Electric utility regulation; solar generation 
facilities. Exempts investor-owned electric utilities from the 
requirement that in a proceeding for approval to construct a 
generating facility they demonstrate that they have considered 
and weighed alternative options, including third-party market 
alternatives, in their selection process, if the proposed generat-
ing facility is located in the Commonwealth, uses energy 
derived from sunlight, and has been declared by statute to be in 
the public interest. The measure also directs that (i) any cost 
incurred or projected to be incurred by a utility in connection 
with such a generation facility is reasonable and prudent if the 
costs of the generation facility do not exceed by more than 10 
percent the cost that would be incurred in the construction and 
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operation of a combined-cycle combustion turbine generation 
facility with the same capacity and (ii) any increase in rates 
paid by customers as a result of the construction and operation 
of such a generation facility is reasonable if the projected 
increase in rates resulting from the construction and operation 
of such facility does not exceed by more than two percent the 
projected increase in rates that would occur if the utility con-
structed and operated a combined-cycle combustion turbine 
generation facility with the same capacity.  
Patron - Marsden

SB917 Electric utility regulation; agricultural net 
energy metering. Allows an otherwise eligible agricultural 
customer-generator to participate in an electric utility's net 
energy metering program if it is to be served by multiple 
meters located on one parcel or on multiple parcels. Currently, 
an agricultural customer-generator may be served by multiple 
meters that are located at separate but contiguous sites. The 
measure increases the generation capacity limit for agricultural 
net metering from 500 kilowatts to one megawatt and adds fall-
ing water as a type of generating facility that may be used in 
agricultural net metering. This bill is incorporated into SB 
1394. 
Patron - Edwards

SB918  Renewable energy; third-party power pur-
chase agreements. Replaces the pilot program enacted in 2013 
that authorized certain third-party power purchase agreements 
providing financing of certain renewable generation facilities. 
The measure requires the State Corporation Commission to 
establish third-party power purchase agreement programs for 
each electric utility. The existing pilot  program applies only to 
Dominion Virginia Power and sets the maximum size of a 
renewable generation facility at one megawatt; the programs 
authorized by this measure apply to all electric utilities and do 
not set limits on the size of facilities. The measure also 
exempts sellers under third-party power purchase agreements 
from being defined as a public utility, public service corpora-
tion, public service company, or electric utility solely because 
of the sale of electricity or  ownership or operation of a renew-
able generation facility.   
Patron - Edwards

SB1014  Water public utilities; rate increases. Pro-
hibits the State Corporation Commission from authorizing a 
water public utility, including a small water utility, from 
increasing its approved rates, fees, or charges through the use 
of a surcharge for non-revenue-generating infrastructure 
replacement or a similar surcharge pursuant to which the utility 
utilizes an automatic rate adjustment feature to increase its 
rates, fees, or charges. The measure further provides that the 
rates, fees, and charges that the Commission has approved for a 
utility to charge its customers shall not be authorized to 
increase above the amounts specified in an order of the Com-
mission unless the Commission specifically increases such 
amounts in an order entered by the Commission.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1095  Electric utility regulation; suspension of 
reviews of earnings; Transitional Rate Period. Provides that 
the Transitional Rate Period will conclude on the date the car-
bon emission guidelines for existing electric power generation 

facilities that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has 
issued pursuant to § 111(d) of the federal Clean Air Act are 
withdrawn, repealed, found to be invalid or unenforceable, or 
otherwise barred from being implemented, if that date precedes 
the date when the Transitional Rate Period is scheduled to con-
clude under existing law. Pursuant to legislation enacted in 
2015, the State Corporation Commission (SCC) is barred from 
conducting a biennial review of the rates, terms, and conditions 
for any service of these electric utilities during the Transitional 
Rate Period. Under existing law, the Transitional Rate Period is 
scheduled to conclude on December 31, 2017, for Appalachian 
Power and on December 31, 2019, for Dominion Virginia 
Power.  
Patron - Petersen

SB1110  Utility Facilities Act; associated facilities of 
an electrical transmission line. Provides that the issuance by 
the State Corporation Commission of a certificate of public 
convenience and necessity for construction of an electrical 
transmission line of 138 kilovolts and any associated facilities 
shall be deemed to satisfy local comprehensive plan require-
ments and all local zoning ordinances with respect to the trans-
mission line and associated facilities. The measure defines 
"associated facilities" as including any station, substation, tran-
sition station, and switchyard facilities to be constructed in 
association with the 138 kilovolt transmission line.   
Patron - Stanley

SB1197  Small renewable energy projects; State 
Corporation Commission jurisdiction. Restores the require-
ment for State Corporation Commission (SCC) review of the 
construction and operation of certain small renewable energy 
projects. In 2009, the General Assembly removed the require-
ment that the owner or operator of a small renewable energy 
project, defined as (i) an electrical generation facility with a 
rated capacity not exceeding 100 megawatts that generates 
electricity only from sunlight, wind, falling water, wave 
motion, tides, or geothermal power or (ii) an electrical genera-
tion facility with a rated capacity not exceeding 20 megawatts 
that generates electricity only from biomass or certain waste, 
obtain a certificate of public convenience and necessity 
approval for the project from the SCC. This measure restores 
the requirement for those small renewable energy projects that 
either will disturb an area of 100 acres or more or are located 
within five miles of a boundary between the political subdivi-
sion in which such project is located and another locality.  
Patron - Deeds

SB1208 Electric utilities; community renewable 
projects. Requires the State Corporation Commission to adopt 
rules under which community renewable projects are autho-
rized to operate. A community renewable project is a solar or 
wind-powered electric generation facility with a capacity of 
not more than 20 megawatts that is operated subject to require-
ments that the electricity generated by the facility belongs to 
the project's subscribers. The facility may be owned either by 
the investor-owned electric utility or distribution cooperative 
in whose service territory the facility is located or a for-profit 
or nonprofit entity, which may be an entity entirely owned by 
or consisting of subscribers, that contracts to sell the electricity 
generated by the facility to the retail utility. The measure pro-
vides that neither the owner of a project nor its subscribers are 
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public utilities and that prices paid for subscriptions in projects 
shall not be subject to regulation by the Commission. The mea-
sure also requires the retail utility to purchase all of the elec-
tricity generated by the project and that the purchase of the 
electricity by the utility shall take the form of a credit against 
the utility's electric bill to each of the project's subscribers. 
Finally, the measure requires the Commission to formulate and 
implement policies that simultaneously encourage the owner-
ship by customers of subscriptions in projects and of other 
forms of distributed generation to the extent the Commission 
finds there to be demand for such ownership; the development 
of projects with attributes that the Commission finds result in 
lower overall total costs for the retail utility's customers; and 
successful financing and operation of subscriber-owned proj-
ects.
Patron - Wexton

SB1388    Electric utilities; margin on solar energy 
power purchase agreements. Authorizes any investor-owned 
incumbent electric utility to enter into, recover the costs of, and 
earn a margin on power purchase agreements that (i) are exe-
cuted between July 1, 2017, and July 1, 2018, and (ii) are for 
power generated by solar energy systems located in the Com-
monwealth and not constructed, owned, or operated by the util-
ity (a) each of which systems has a capacity equal to or greater 
than two megawatts and (b) which systems in the aggregate 
have a capacity that is not more than one percent of the utility's 
adjusted Virginia peak-load forecast for the previous year. The 
costs and margin are recoverable through the utility's fuel fac-
tor proceeding. The measure provides that such agreements are 
in the public interest and that in reviewing the costs and the 
level of costs to be recovered, the State Corporation Commis-
sion shall liberally construe the provisions of this measure and 
shall presume that the costs associated with such agreements 
are reasonably and prudently incurred.  
Patron - Wagner

SB1423  Electric utilities; viewshed mitigation pay-
ments. Requires that any viewshed mitigation payment made 
by an electric utility be used by the recipient only to implement 
renewable energy projects, to conduct energy-related research 
and development programs or projects, or both.  
Patron - Wagner

SB1457 Utility vegetation management activities; 
civil penalties. Requires utilities to give notice by first-class 
mail of planned vegetation management activities to custom-
ers, landowners, and local governments. The notice, which is 
required to be sent not less than 10 days before the activities 
commence, shall include a map of the site or parcels where 
activities are proposed and a description of the procedures by 
which the person to whom the notice is mailed may appeal the 
conduct of the planned vegetation management activities. The 
State Corporation Commission (SCC) shall require utilities to 
establish reasonable criteria for the conduct of vegetation man-
agement activities, which shall be consistent with guidelines to 
be adopted by the SCC that establish standards for the conduct 
of vegetation management activities. Vegetation management 
activities by any utility shall not alter, trespass upon, or limit 
the rights of any property owner. The measure requires the 
SCC, upon receipt of a written complaint, to investigate the sit-
uation. The measure also authorizes the SCC to impose a civil 

penalty against a utility that violates these requirements. One-
half of the civil penalties collected by the SCC is to be paid to 
the owner of the property damaged by the violation that gave 
rise to the assessment of the civil penalty, and the other one-
half is to be deposited in a special fund created by this bill and 
used for administration and enforcement activities. 
Patron - Black

Religious and Charitable 
Matters; Cemeteries

Passed

HB2025 Religious freedom; solemnization of mar-
riage. Provides that no person shall be (i) required to partici-
pate in the solemnization of any marriage or (ii) subject to any 
penalty by the Commonwealth, or its political subdivisions or 
representatives or agents, solely on account of such person's 
belief, speech, or action in accordance with a sincerely held 
religious belief or moral conviction that marriage is or should 
be recognized as the union of one man and one woman. The 
bill defines "person" as any (a) religious organization; (b) orga-
nization supervised by or controlled by or operated in connec-
tion with a religious organization; (c) individual employed by a 
religious organization while acting in the scope of his paid or 
volunteer employment; (d) successor, representative, agent, 
agency, or instrumentality of any of the foregoing; or (e) clergy 
member or minister. The bill also defines "penalty." This bill is 
identical to SB 1324.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Freitas

HB2090  Charitable solicitations; registration 
statement. Requires a charitable organization to include in its 
annual registration statement a statement indicating the per-
centage of contributions received that was dedicated to the 
charitable purpose of the charitable organization during the 
preceding fiscal year.  
Patron - Kory

SB1324 Religious freedom; solemnization of mar-
riage. Provides that no person shall be (i) required to partici-
pate in the solemnization of any marriage or (ii) subject to any 
penalty by the Commonwealth, or its political subdivisions or 
representatives or agents, solely on account of such person's 
belief, speech, or action in accordance with a sincerely held 
religious belief or moral conviction that marriage is or should 
be recognized as the union of one man and one woman. The 
bill defines "person" as any (a) religious organization; (b) orga-
nization supervised by or controlled by or operated in connec-
tion with a religious organization; (c) individual employed by a 
religious organization while acting in the scope of his paid or 
volunteer employment; (d) successor, representative, agent, 
agency, or instrumentality of any of the foregoing; or (e) clergy 
member or minister. The bill also defines "penalty." This bill is 
identical to HB 2025.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Carrico
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State Corporation Commission

Passed

HB2111  State Corporation Commission; charges 
for copies. Clarifies that the State Corporation Commission 
(Commission) may absorb some or all of the convenience fees 
paid by users of a Commission online filing system. The mea-
sure also grants the Commission the discretion not to charge a 
fee for providing certain copies.  
Patron - Keam

Failed

HB1893  Youth-controlled online businesses; regis-
tered office. Establishes a procedure through which a youth-
controlled online business is exempted from the requirement 
that it establish and maintain a registered office for its first year 
of existence. If it avails itself of this procedure, process will be 
delivered to the clerk of the State Corporation Commission 
(the Commission). Upon such delivery, the clerk of the Com-
mission is required to contact the registered agent of the youth-
controlled online business at his email address, and the regis-
tered agent is given 10 days to accept the service. The measure 
defines a youth-controlled online business as a domestic stock 
corporation in which a majority of the members of the board of 
directors were, on the effective date of its incorporation, 
between the ages of 18 and 25 or a domestic limited liability 
company in which a majority of the managers of a manager-
managed limited liability company or a majority of the mem-
bers of a member-managed limited liability company were, on 
the effective date of its formation, between the ages of 18 and 
25, and which entity corporation or limited liability company 
conducts a commercial enterprise through which it sells prod-
ucts, services, or advertising online using the communications 
infrastructure of the Internet, and further provided that its com-
mercial establishment is not operated from a specific, identifi-
able, or dedicated office or other structure.  
Patron - Herring

Taxation

Passed

HB1415 Transient occupancy tax; Goochland, 
Powhatan, and Warren Counties. Adds the Counties of 
Goochland, Powhatan, and Warren to the list of counties autho-
rized to impose a transient occupancy tax at a rate not to 
exceed five percent, provided that any excess over two percent 
is designated and spent solely for tourism purposes. Under cur-
rent law, all counties are authorized to impose such tax at a rate 
not to exceed two percent, and specified counties may impose 
the tax at a rate not to exceed five percent. 
Patron - Ware

HB1433 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program. Modifies the requirement that at least 10 percent of 
all available Neighborhood Assistance Act tax credits be allo-
cated to organizations that have not previously received tax 
credits by providing that the allocation for such organizations 
is required only if the General Assembly increases the amount 
of available credits year over year. The bill requires that the 
allocation be at least 10 percent of credits created by the 
increase rather than 10 percent of all available credits. Current 
law limits credits to $9 million for education proposals 
approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction and $8 
million for proposals approved by the Commissioner of Social 
Services. The bill contains an emergency clause.
Patron - Farrell

HB1455 Real property tax; partial exemption for 
certain commercial and industrial structures. Reduces from 
20 years to 15 years the minimum age of a structure in a tech-
nology zone that is rehabilitated for commercial use that quali-
fies the rehabilitated structure for a partial exemption from real 
property taxes. Under current law, a 15-year age minimum 
applies only to structures located in an enterprise zone desig-
nated by the Commonwealth, and a 20-year age minimum 
applies in all other situations. The bill contains technical 
amendments.
Patron - Ware

HB1463 Delinquent taxes; publication by treasurer 
and locality. Authorizes the governing body of a locality and 
the treasurer to publish lists of certain local delinquent taxes 
whether or not they are based on information as it exists at the 
end of the fiscal year. 
Patron - Sullivan

HB1476 Real property tax; special assessment for 
land preservation. Prohibits any locality from requiring any 
taxpayer who is the lessor of real property to produce the lease 
for the purpose of determining whether the property is eligible 
for special assessment for land preservation.
Patron - Orrock

HB1478 Recordation tax; exemption. Exempts from 
recordation tax deeds of trust given by utility consumer ser-
vices cooperatives. This bill is identical to SB 875.
Patron - Orrock

HB1515 Circuit court clerks; electronic transfer of 
certain documents. Permits circuit court clerks to transfer 
electronically, or provide electronic access to, documents 
related to certain real property information to certain public 
officials. 
Patron - Leftwich

HB1518  Sales and use tax; automotive repair sup-
plies. Requires that sales and use tax be collected on the sepa-
rately stated charges of supplies used during the repair of 
automobiles, whether or not title or  possession of the supplies 
passes to the customer.  Under current law, the tax is paid on 
such supplies at the time the supplies are purchased by the 
automobile repairer.    
Patron - Knight
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HB1521 Commonwealth's tax code; conformity 
with federal law; emergency. Advances conformity with the 
federal tax code to December 31, 2016. The bill contains an 
emergency clause. This bill is identical to SB 977.
Patron - Ware

HB1529 Temporary exemption periods from retail 
sales and use taxes for qualifying items; sunset dates. 
Extends from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2022, the sunset dates for 
the sales tax holiday periods for school supplies and clothing, 
Energy Star and WaterSense products, and hurricane prepared-
ness products. This bill is identical to SB 1018.
Patron - Ward

HB1543  Sales and use tax exemption; audiovisual 
productions and equipment. Extends the sunset date from 
July 1, 2019, to July 1, 2022, for the sales and use tax exemp-
tion on the transfer of certain audio or visual productions and 
equipment used in making such productions.   
Patron - Robinson

HB1565 Local tax and regulatory incentives; green 
development zones. Authorizes localities to create green 
development zones that provide certain tax incentives and reg-
ulatory flexibility for up to 10 years to a business operating in 
an energy-efficient building or to a business that produces 
products used to reduce negative impact on the environment. 
Patron - Webert

HB1626  License tax on peddlers and itinerant 
merchants; adhesive license display. Provides that any local-
ity requiring an itinerant merchant to display its license at its 
temporary place of business shall provide to the itinerant mer-
chant an adhesive label that satisfies such requirement.  
Patron - Robinson

HB1665 Motion picture production tax credit.
Extends the sunset date of the motion picture production tax 
credit from January 1, 2019, to January 1, 2022. This bill is 
identical to SB 982.
Patron - Robinson

HB1668 Sales and use tax exemption; legal tender 
coins. Exempts legal tender coins whose total transaction sales 
price exceeds $1,000 from sales and use tax and extends from 
January 1, 2019, to June 30, 2022, the same exemption for 
gold, silver, or platinum bullion. The bill has a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2018. The provisions of the bill expire 
on June 30, 2022. This bill is identical to SB 934.
Patron - Stolle

HB1699 City of Danville; recordation of deeds sub-
ject to liens for unpaid taxes. Authorizes the City of Danville 
to establish by ordinance a pilot project requiring that no deed 
with an assessed value of $50,000 or less be recorded by the 
clerk unless the city director of finance certifies that there are 
no liens against the property for unpaid taxes, interest, or fines 
owed to the City of Danville. The bill requires the City of Dan-
ville to make a written report to the Virginia Housing Commis-
sion by May 31, 2020, and it expires on July 1, 2021. As 

introduced, the bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Hous-
ing Commission.
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HB1738 Retail sales and use tax; aviation parts, 
engines, and supplies. Creates an exemption from the retail 
sales and use tax for parts, engines, and supplies used for main-
taining, repairing, or reconditioning aircraft, including 
unmanned aerial systems. The exemption does not apply to 
tools and other equipment not attached to or that does not 
become a part of the aircraft. The exemption is effective from 
July 1, 2018, to July 1, 2022. 
Patron - Anderson

HB1810 Sales and use tax; online access to certain 
information. Requires the Department of Taxation to provide 
online access by registered dealers to the names and certificate 
of registration numbers of dealers who are currently registered 
for the retail sales and use tax.
Patron - Knight

HB1814 Tax credits for worker retraining and tele-
work expenses. Extends from taxable years prior to January 1, 
2018, to taxable years prior to January 1, 2022, the sunset date 
for the worker retraining tax credit and transfers the certifica-
tion of eligible worker retraining programs from the Depart-
ment of Small Business and Supplier Diversity to the Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership Authority. The bill also 
extends from taxable years prior to January 1, 2017, to taxable 
years prior to January 1, 2022, the sunset date for the telework 
expenses tax credit. This bill is identical to SB 1576.
Patron - Ware

HB1838 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program; Board of Education. Requires any neighborhood 
organization submitting a proposal to the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for an allocation of tax credits for the pro-
gram year beginning July 1, 2017, to include with its proposal 
a list of all of the localities in which the organization provided 
services during the 2016 program year. The Department of 
Education shall aggregate the information and submit it to the 
Chairmen of the House Committees on Appropriations and 
Finance, the Senate Committee on Finance, and the Joint Sub-
committee to Evaluate Tax Preferences.
Patron - Orrock

HB1884 Real property tax exemption; certain sur-
viving spouses. Authorizes localities to exempt the primary 
residence of the surviving spouse of a law-enforcement officer, 
firefighter, search and rescue personnel, and emergency medi-
cal services personnel who is killed in the line of duty. The 
exemption does not apply to that portion of the value of the res-
idence in excess of the average assessed value of dwellings in 
the locality. The bill is pursuant to Article X, Section 6-B of the 
Constitution of Virginia, which was adopted by the voters in 
2016. 
Patron - Hugo

HB1889 Local license taxes; exemption for certain 
defense production businesses. Clarifies that the exemption 
for wholesale manufacturers from local license taxes includes a 
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manufacturer that is also a defense production business selling 
manufacturing, rebuilding, repair, and maintenance services at 
the place of manufacture to the United States or for which con-
sent of the United States is required. This bill is identical to SB 
1274.
Patron - Hugo

HB1890 Collection of sales and use tax. Removes 
the exception that persons selling certain products, such as 
window shades, kitchen equipment, and countertops, are 
deemed to be retailers and not consuming contractors for pur-
poses of collecting sales and use tax, even if they intend to 
install such items for contractors. Generally, tangible personal 
property incorporated into real property is deemed to have 
been purchased for consumption by the contractor. This bill is 
identical to SB 1308.
Patron - Hugo

HB1909 Real property tax; nonjudicial sale of tax 
delinquent property. Permits the nonjudicial sale of unim-
proved real property valued at less than $5,000 if taxes are 
delinquent for at least three years. The bill also permits the 
nonjudicial sale of real property valued at no less than $5,000 
but no greater than $20,000 if taxes are delinquent for at least 
three years, the property is not subject to a recorded mortgage 
or deed of trust lien, and the property (i) is unimproved and 
measures less than 4,000 square feet; (ii) is unimproved and 
has been determined to be unsuitable for building (the bill 
expands the bases on which unsuitability may rest); (iii) has a 
structure on it that has been condemned by the local building 
official; (iv) has been declared a nuisance by the locality; (v) 
contains a derelict building; or (vi) has been declared to be 
blighted by the locality. The bill also modifies current law 
regarding notice of the sale, redemption of the property, and 
application of excess proceeds. Current law permits the nonju-
dicial sale of unimproved real property valued at less than 
$10,000 if taxes are delinquent for at least three years and the 
property (a) measures less than 4,000 square feet or (b) has 
been determined to be unsuitable for building. 
Patron - Yost

HB1913 Purchase of cigarettes for resale; penal-
ties. Creates a new requirement that purchasers of cigarettes 
for resale must apply for a special cigarette exemption certifi-
cate from the Department of Taxation in order to not be liable 
for the payment of sales tax at the time of purchase. The bill 
sets forth numerous requirements that a taxpayer must meet in 
order to qualify for a cigarette exemption certificate and estab-
lishes processes and procedures for the application, renewal, 
denial, and revocation of the certificates. The bill creates new 
recordkeeping requirements for the sale or distribution of any 
quantity of cigarettes in excess of 50 cartons, or with a value 
greater than $10,000 in any single sale. The bill also contains 
technical amendments. The provisions of the bill requiring the 
use of a cigarette exemption certificate have a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2018. This bill is identical to SB 1390.
Patron - Anderson

HB1950  Local cigarette tax. Requires localities that 
impose a local cigarette tax and require stamps as evidence of 

payment to provide a refund for any stamps that are returned to 
the locality.  
Patron - Peace

HB1961  Local license tax; methodology for 
deducting certain gross receipts. Requires the Department of 
Taxation to promulgate regulations that clarify the appropriate 
methodology for determining deductible gross receipts attrib-
utable to business conducted in another state or a foreign coun-
try. The bill requires the regulations to be based on previous 
Rulings of the Tax Commissioner and the decision of the 
Supreme Court of Virginia in The Nielsen Company, LLC v. 
County Board of Arlington County, 289 Va. 79 (2015). In that 
decision, the Court endorsed the Tax Commissioner's ruling to 
require manual accounting but to allow payroll apportionment 
in the event that manual accounting is impossible to use in 
order to calculate the deduction.  
Patron - Hugo

HB2058 Sales and use tax; nexus for out-of-state 
businesses. Provides that storage of inventory in the Common-
wealth is sufficient nexus to require out-of-state businesses to 
collect sales and use tax on sales to customers in the Common-
wealth. This bill is identical to SB 962.
Patron - Watts

HB2074 Income tax; subtraction for Virginia ven-
ture capital account investment. Establishes an individual 
and corporate income tax subtraction for income derived from 
an investment in a Virginia venture capital account, defined in 
the bill as an investment fund that is certified by the Depart-
ment of Taxation as investing at least 50 percent of its invest-
ments in qualified portfolio companies and employing at least 
one investor with at least four years' experience in venture cap-
ital investment or substantially equivalent experience. The bill 
defines "qualified portfolio company" as a company that has its 
principal place of business in the Commonwealth and that has 
a primary purpose of production, sale, research, or develop-
ment of a product or service and provides equity in exchange 
for the investment. An income tax subtraction would be avail-
able only for an investment made on or after January 1, 2018, 
but before December 31, 2023. 
Patron - Rush

HB2113 Notification requirement; breach of pay-
roll data. Requires employers and payroll service providers to 
notify the Office of the Attorney General without unreasonable 
delay after discovery of a breach of computerized employee 
payroll data that compromises the confidentiality of such data, 
regardless of whether the breach triggers other database breach 
notification requirements. The bill requires such notice to pro-
vide the affected employer's name and federal employer identi-
fication number. Upon receipt of such notice, the Office of the 
Attorney General is required to notify the Department of Taxa-
tion of the breach. This bill is identical to SB 1033.
Patron - Keam

HB2169 Gas severance tax. Extends the sunset date 
from January 1, 2018, to January 1, 2020, for the local gas sev-
erance tax that is dedicated to (i) the local Coal and Gas Road 
Improvement Fund, (ii) the Virginia Coalfield Economic 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1890
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1909
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1913
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1950
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB1961
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2058
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2074
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2113
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2169


Taxation 186  2017 Session Summary
Development Fund, and (iii) water, sewer, and natural gas sys-
tems and lines. This bill is identical to SB 886.
Patron - Pillion

HB2193 Personal property tax; business property.
Requires localities to permit taxpayers to provide an aggregate 
estimate of the total cost of all personal property used in a busi-
ness that has an original cost of less than $500, in lieu of a spe-
cific, itemized list. Under current law, localities are permitted 
to allow taxpayers to provide such estimate of aggregate cost 
for property whose original cost is less than $250.
Patron - Rush

HB2198 Coal tax credits. Reinstates the Virginia coal 
employment and production incentive tax credit. The credit, 
which expired on July 1, 2016, could be earned on and after 
January 1, 2017, but before January 1, 2022. The bill limits the 
aggregate amount of credits that may be allocated or claimed 
for the coal employment and production incentive tax credit in 
each fiscal year to $7.3 million. An electricity generator must 
file an application with the Department of Taxation each year 
to determine the amount of credits that it may claim or allocate, 
including credits earned in prior taxable years. If the total 
amount of credits earned in a taxable year exceeds $7.3 mil-
lion, the Department of Taxation shall apportion the credits on 
a pro rata basis. The bill also extends the sunset date of the 
coalfield employment enhancement tax credit through taxable 
years beginning before January 1, 2022. This bill is identical to 
SB 1470.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Kilgore

HB2219 Real property tax; deferral; Stafford 
County. Allows Stafford County, by ordinance, to restrict the 
deferral of real property taxes authorized under current law to a 
taxpayer's sole dwelling whose tax levy for 2016 exceeded the 
tax levy for 2015 by at least 25 percent due to improvements 
made to adjacent property by Stafford County. The amount of 
the deferral shall not exceed 95 percent of such excess. This 
bill is identical to SB 1248.
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB2246 Virginia Tax Amnesty Program. Estab-
lishes the Virginia Tax Amnesty Program to be administered by 
the Department of Taxation (the Department) during the 2017-
2018 fiscal year for not less than 60 nor more than 75 days, as 
determined by the Tax Commissioner. The Program will be 
open to any taxpayer that is required but has failed to file a 
return or to pay any tax administered by the Department. All 
civil or criminal penalties assessed or assessable and one-half 
of the interest assessed or assessable, resulting from nonpay-
ment, underpayment, nonreporting, or underreporting of tax 
liabilities, will be waived upon payment of the taxes and inter-
est. For purposes of implementing the Program, the Depart-
ment is exempt from the project management and procurement 
oversight of the Virginia Information Technologies Agency. 
This bill is identical to SB 1438.
Patron - Jones

HB2377 Sales and use tax exemption; certain text-
books and other educational materials. Extends the sunset 
date from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2022, for the sales and use tax 
exemption for textbooks and other educational materials that 

are withdrawn from inventory at book-publishing distribution 
facilities for free distribution to professors and other individu-
als who have an educational focus. 
Patron - Freitas

HB2455 Tangible personal property tax; list of 
uncollected balances. Expands the uncollected personal prop-
erty tax on vehicles for which the treasurer is required to com-
pile a list to include the personal property tax on trailers, 
semitrailers, watercraft, and manufactured homes.
Patron - Hodges

HB2460 Historic rehabilitation tax credit. Limits 
the amount of historic rehabilitation tax credits that may be 
claimed by each taxpayer to $5 million per year, including any 
amounts carried over from prior taxable years, for taxable 
years beginning on and after January 1, 2017, but before Janu-
ary 1, 2019. This bill is identical to SB 1034.
Patron - Bloxom

SB793 Waiver of tax penalties for small businesses. 
Waives any penalties related to taxes administered by the 
Department of Taxation for a small business during its first two 
years of operation as long as the business enters into an install-
ment agreement with the Tax Commissioner for the payment of 
taxes. However, the bill provides that the Department of Taxa-
tion shall not be required to waive penalties for conversion of 
trust taxes or failure to remit state sales or withholding taxes.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB804 Retail sales and use tax; media-related 
exemptions. Extends from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2022, the 
expiration of the retail sales and use tax exemption for printing 
purchased by an advertising business from a printer in the 
Commonwealth, so long as such material is distributed outside 
of the Commonwealth.
Patron - Hanger

SB875 Recordation tax; exemption. Exempts from 
recordation tax deeds of trust given by utility consumer ser-
vices cooperatives. This bill is identical to HB 1478.
Patron - Ruff

SB886 Gas severance tax. Extends the sunset date 
from January 1, 2018, to January 1, 2020, for the local gas sev-
erance tax that is dedicated to (i) the local Coal and Gas Road 
Improvement Fund, (ii) the Virginia Coalfield Economic 
Development Fund, and (iii) water, sewer, and natural gas sys-
tems and lines. This bill is identical to HB 2169.
Patron - Chafin

SB912 Virginia taxable income of residents; reorga-
nization of additions, subtractions, and deductions. Reorga-
nizes the provisions of the Code of Virginia related to the 
calculation of Virginia taxable income of residents. Current 
law sets out the additions, subtractions, deductions, and other 
modifications in one lengthy section. The reorganization cre-
ates four new, smaller sections for additions, subtractions, 
deductions, and other modifications, respectively, but does not 
make any substantive changes to the calculation of Virginia 
taxable income. The bill contains numerous technical amend-
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ments. This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Code 
Commission.
Patron - Edwards

SB934 Sales and use tax exemption; legal tender 
coins. Exempts legal tender coins whose total transaction sales 
price exceeds $1,000 from sales and use tax and extends from 
January 1, 2019, to June 30, 2022, the same exemption for 
gold, silver, or platinum bullion. The bill has a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2018. The provisions of the bill expire 
on June 30, 2022. This bill is identical to HB 1668.
Patron - Wagner

SB962 Sales and use tax; nexus for out-of-state busi-
nesses. Provides that storage of inventory in the Common-
wealth is sufficient nexus to require out-of-state businesses to 
collect sales and use tax on sales to customers in the Common-
wealth. This bill is identical to HB 2058. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Hanger

SB963  Land preservation tax credit; per taxpayer 
limitation. Extends to taxable year 2017 the $20,000 limit on 
the amount that a taxpayer may claim per year under the land 
preservation tax credit. The bill retains the $50,000 limit for 
each subsequent taxable year.   
Patron - Hanger

SB977 Commonwealth's tax code; conformity with 
federal law; emergency. Advances conformity with the fed-
eral tax code to December 31, 2016. The bill contains an emer-
gency clause. This bill is identical to HB 1521.
Patron - Hanger

SB982 Motion picture production tax credit.
Extends the sunset date of the motion picture production tax 
credit from January 1, 2019, to January 1, 2022. This bill is 
identical to HB 1665.
Patron - Stanley

SB1018 Temporary exemption periods from retail 
sales and use taxes for qualifying items; sunset dates. 
Extends from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2022, the sunset dates for 
the sales tax holiday periods for school supplies and clothing, 
Energy Star and WaterSense products, and hurricane prepared-
ness products. This bill is identical to HB 1529.
Patron - Barker

SB1025  Payment of estimated taxes by certain 
public service corporations; repeal. Repeals provisions 
requiring that certain public service corporations make pay-
ments of estimated state licenses taxes to the State Corporation 
Commission. The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 
2019.  
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1033 Notification requirement; breach of payroll 
data. Requires employers and payroll service providers to 
notify the Office of the Attorney General without unreasonable 
delay after discovery of a breach of computerized employee 
payroll data that compromises the confidentiality of such data, 

regardless of whether the breach triggers other database breach 
notification requirements. The bill requires such notice to pro-
vide the affected employer's name and federal employer identi-
fication number. Upon receipt of such notice, the Office of the 
Attorney General is required to notify the Department of Taxa-
tion of the breach. This bill is identical to HB 2113.
Patron - Howell

SB1034 Historic rehabilitation tax credit. Limits the 
amount of historic rehabilitation tax credits that may be 
claimed by each taxpayer to $5 million per year, including any 
amounts carried over from prior taxable years, for taxable 
years beginning on and after January 1, 2017, but before Janu-
ary 1, 2019. This bill is identical to HB 2460.
Patron - Howell

SB1165 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program; allocation of credits. Requires the Commissioner 
of Social Services and the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
to consider, in allocating credits under the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act tax credit program, the past performance of 
organizations requesting credits, pursuant to accountability 
measures established in regulations and guidelines. 
Patron - DeSteph

SB1168 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program. Reorganizes the provisions of the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act Tax Credit program to set out separate sections 
for the portions of the program administered by the State 
Department of Social Services and the Department of Educa-
tion. The requirements of the two components of the program 
differ slightly, and separating the provisions provides clarity in 
understanding the application and allocation process.  

The bill modifies the requirement that at least 10 percent of all 
available tax credits be allocated to organizations that have not 
previously received tax credits by providing that the allocation 
for such organizations is required only if the General Assembly 
increases the amount of available credits year over year. The 
bill requires that the allocation be at least 10 percent of credits 
created by the increase rather than 10 percent of all available 
credits. Current law limits credits to $9 million for education 
proposals approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and $8 million for proposals approved by the Commissioner of 
Social Services. 

The bill provides that, for proposals to the Department of Edu-
cation, expenditures for teacher salaries shall count toward the 
requirement that at least 50 percent of a neighborhood organi-
zation's revenues be used to provide services to low-income 
persons or to eligible students with disabilities.
Patron - DeSteph

SB1205 Tangible personal property; commercial 
fishing vessels. Classifies commercial fishing vessels and 
property permanently attached to such vessels as a separate 
class of property for the purpose of local personal property tax. 

Patron - Lewis

SB1248 Real property tax; deferral; Stafford 
County. Allows Stafford County, by ordinance, to restrict the 
deferral of real property taxes authorized under current law to a 
taxpayer's sole dwelling whose tax levy for 2016 exceeded the 
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tax levy for 2015 by at least 25 percent due to improvements 
made to adjacent property by Stafford County. The amount of 
the deferral shall not exceed 95 percent of such excess. This 
bill is identical to HB 2219.
Patron - Stuart

SB1274 Local license taxes; exemption for certain 
defense production businesses. Clarifies that the exemption 
for wholesale manufacturers from local license taxes includes a 
manufacturer that is also a defense production business selling 
manufacturing, rebuilding, repair, and maintenance services at 
the place of manufacture to the United States or for which con-
sent of the United States is required. This bill is identical to HB 
1889.
Patron - McDougle

SB1286 Land preservation tax credits; withholding 
tax of nonresident owners. Provides that the two percent 
transfer fee for land preservation tax credits shall not apply to a 
distribution of credits to a nonresident owner of a pass-through 
entity when such credits are applied by the pass-through entity 
to the withholding tax of the nonresident owner.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1296 County food and beverage tax; referen-
dum. Prohibits a county from holding a new referendum on the 
levy of a food and beverage tax in the three calendar years sub-
sequent to its electoral defeat, but only if such referendum is 
initiated by a resolution of the board of supervisors. The bill 
also requires the ballot for any such referendum to state the 
total tax, as a percentage, that would be imposed on food and 
beverage if the referendum were to pass, based upon a four 
percent food and beverage tax and any other ad valorem taxes 
applicable to the purchase of prepared food and beverage in the 
county. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Vogel

SB1308 Collection of sales and use tax. Removes the 
exception that persons selling certain products, such as window 
shades, kitchen equipment, and countertops, are deemed to be 
retailers and not consuming contractors for purposes of collect-
ing sales and use tax, even if they intend to install such items 
for contractors. Generally, tangible personal property incorpo-
rated into real property is deemed to have been purchased for 
consumption by the contractor. This bill is identical to HB 
1890.
Patron - McDougle

SB1320 Admissions tax; Washington County.
Authorizes Washington County to impose a tax on admissions 
to a multi-sports complex and entertainment venue that (i) is 
located on land that contains at least 250 acres and (ii) is in 
business on or before June 30, 2027. For purposes of the tax, 
"entertainment venue" does not include a movie theater. The 
tax shall not exceed 10 percent of the amount of charge for 
admission to any such venue. The bill expires on July 1, 2027, 
if no such venue is in business on or before June 30, 2027. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1350 Motor vehicle sales and use tax; refund.
Allows a purchaser to be refunded any motor vehicle sales and 

use tax paid if the vehicle is returned pursuant to the Virginia 
Motor Vehicle Warranty Act, or if the vehicle is returned 
within 45 days of purchase, and the purchase price is refunded, 
due to a mechanical defect or failure. The bill requires a person 
claiming the refund due to a mechanical defect or failure to 
submit an affidavit to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Motor Vehicles stating that the vehicle was returned due to a 
mechanical defect or failure, the purchase price was refunded, 
the title was assigned to the person accepting the return, and 
the purchaser no longer has possession of the vehicle. 
Patron - Deeds

SB1390 Purchase of cigarettes for resale; penalties. 
Creates a new requirement that purchasers of cigarettes for 
resale must apply for a special cigarette exemption certificate 
from the Department of Taxation in order to not be liable for 
the payment of sales tax at the time of purchase. The bill sets 
forth numerous requirements that a taxpayer must meet in 
order to qualify for a cigarette exemption certificate and estab-
lishes processes and procedures for the application, renewal, 
denial, and revocation of the certificates. The bill creates new 
recordkeeping requirements for the sale or distribution of more 
than 50 cartons of cigarettes, or with a value greater than 
$10,000. The bill also makes technical changes. The provisions 
of the bill requiring the use of a cigarette exemption certificate 
have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2018. This bill is 
identical to HB 1913.
Patron - Howell

SB1438 Virginia Tax Amnesty Program. Establishes 
the Virginia Tax Amnesty Program to be administered by the 
Department of Taxation (the Department) during the 2017-
2018 fiscal year for not less than 60 nor more than 75 days, as 
determined by the Tax Commissioner. The Program will be 
open to any taxpayer that is required but has failed to file a 
return or to pay any tax administered by the Department. All 
civil or criminal penalties assessed or assessable and one-half 
of the interest assessed or assessable, resulting from nonpay-
ment, underpayment, nonreporting, or underreporting of tax 
liabilities, will be waived upon payment of the taxes and inter-
est. For purposes of implementing the Program, the Depart-
ment is exempt from the project management and procurement 
oversight of the Virginia Information Technologies Agency. 
This bill is identical to HB 2246.
Patron - Norment

SB1459 Discharge of treasurer; legal pleadings. 
Provides that the attorney for a locality may prepare and file 
any pleadings necessary in a proceeding to discharge the trea-
surer. If the locality does not have an attorney, or the attorney 
declines or is unable to perform this task, the circuit court shall 
assign legal counsel. 
Patron - Edwards

SB1470 Coal tax credits. Reinstates the Virginia coal 
employment and production incentive tax credit. The credit, 
which expired on July 1, 2016, could be earned on and after 
January 1, 2017, but before January 1, 2022. The bill limits the 
aggregate amount of credits that may be allocated or claimed 
for the coal employment and production incentive tax credit in 
each fiscal year to $7.3 million. An electricity generator must 
file an application with the Department of Taxation each year 
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to determine the amount of credits that it may claim or allocate, 
including credits earned in prior taxable years. If the total 
amount of credits earned in a taxable year exceeds $7.3 mil-
lion, the Department of Taxation shall apportion the credits on 
a pro rata basis. The bill also extends the sunset date of the 
coalfield employment enhancement tax credit through taxable 
years beginning before January 1, 2022. This bill is identical to 
HB 2198.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - Chafin

SB1576 Tax credits for worker retraining and tele-
work expenses. Extends from taxable years prior to January 1, 
2018, to taxable years prior to January 1, 2022, the sunset date 
for the worker retraining tax credit and transfers the certifica-
tion of eligible worker retraining programs from the Depart-
ment of Small Business and Supplier Diversity to the Virginia 
Economic Development Partnership Authority. The bill also 
extends from taxable years prior to January 1, 2017, to taxable 
years prior to January 1, 2022, the sunset date for the telework 
expenses tax credit. This bill is identical to HB 1814.
Patron - Hanger

Failed

HB1397 Income tax subtraction for National 
Guard pay. Increases from $3,000 to $5,000 the maximum 
individual income tax subtraction for National Guard pay. 
Under current law, the maximum annual subtraction for wages 
or salary received for service in the National Guard of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia is the lesser of $3,000 or the 
amount of income derived by the person from 39 calendar days 
of such service. Under the bill, the maximum annual subtrac-
tion is the lesser of $5,000 or the amount of income derived 
from 39 calendar days of National Guard service. The income 
tax subtraction will continue to be available only to persons in 
the ranks of O3 and below. The provisions of the bill apply to 
taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2017. 
Patron - Fowler

HB1439  Income tax; small business job creation 
tax credit. Provides a personal and corporate income tax credit 
in the amount of $1,500 for each job, as defined in the bill, cre-
ated by a small business, for taxable years beginning on or 
after January 1, 2017, but before January 1, 2022.   
Patron - Head

HB1470  Land preservation tax credits; limita-
tions. Imposes a $2 million limit on the amount of credits that 
may be claimed for each land conveyance and a $20,000 limit 
on the annual amount of credits that may be claimed by each 
taxpayer. The bill establishes a $50,000 cap on the annual 
amount of credits that may be claimed for a fee simple dona-
tion of land to the Commonwealth. The bill provides that the 
maximum annual amount of credits that may be issued to all 
taxpayers shall not exceed $50 million. The bill increases the 
fee imposed upon any transfer arising from the sale of land 
preservation tax credits by any taxpayer from two to 2.5 per-
cent of the value of the donated interest.  
Patron - Ware

HB1488  Collection of delinquent local taxes; 
period of delinquency. Reduces from six months to three 
months the minimum period of time that a tax has been delin-
quent before a locality may refer the delinquency to an attor-
ney, collection agency, or the sheriff for collection.  
Patron - Albo

HB1489  Recordation tax exemption; certain lim-
ited liability companies and limited or general partner-
ships. Provides a recordation tax exemption for deeds 
transferring property (i) to a subsidiary limited liability com-
pany or partnership from its parent limited liability company or 
partnership, (ii) from a subsidiary limited liability company or 
partnership to a parent limited liability company or partner-
ship, (iii) to a limited liability company or partnership from a 
commonly owned limited liability company or partnership, or 
(iv) to a limited liability company or limited or general partner-
ship from a commonly owned limited liability company or lim-
ited or general partnership, if the transaction qualifies for 
nonrecognition of gain or loss under the Internal Revenue 
Code.  
Patron - Miyares

HB1499 Apportionment of income; corporate 
income tax. Makes several changes to the current method used 
by multistate corporations to apportion income to Virginia for 
purposes of the corporate income tax, including (i) establishing 
sales as the sole factor to be used in apportioning income, with 
such single sales factor apportionment phased in and first 
effective beginning with taxable year 2020; (ii) adopting mar-
ket-based sourcing as the approach for sourcing sales of ser-
vices and nontangible personal property to Virginia; and (iii) 
eliminating the requirements placed on manufacturing compa-
nies electing single sales factor apportionment to maintain cer-
tain employment and wage levels. 

In general, current law requires multistate corporations to 
apportion taxable income to Virginia using a double-weighted 
sales factor formula, which consists of a sales factor that is 
double-weighted, a property factor, and a payroll factor to 
apportion the income. Under single sales factor apportionment, 
only the sales factor will be used by a multistate corporation to 
apportion taxable income to Virginia. Under the bill, most mul-
tistate corporations will be required to use single sales factor 
apportionment beginning with taxable year 2020, with manu-
facturing companies being one exception as discussed below.  

Currently, manufacturing companies are allowed to elect single 
sales factor apportionment in lieu of double-weighted sales 
factor apportionment. However, manufacturing companies 
electing single sales factor apportionment must meet certain 
employment and wage levels for the first three taxable years in 
which single sales factor apportionment is used. A monetary 
penalty is imposed upon any manufacturing company that has 
elected to apportion income using a single sales factor but that 
fails to meet the employment and wage level requirements. 
Under the bill, manufacturing companies may adopt single 
sales factor apportionment or continue to use double-weighted 
sales factor apportionment. The bill provides that a manufac-
turing company that adopts singles sales factor apportionment 
in a taxable year beginning on or after July 1, 2017, will not be 
subject to any monetary penalty but may not revoke the elec-
tion to use single sales factor apportionment. 

The bill implements market-based sourcing for attributing 
sales to Virginia other than sales of tangible personal property 
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beginning with taxable year 2018. The bill provides that sales 
made by certain communications services or Internet access 
services providers, other than sales of tangible personal prop-
erty, that are attributable to Virginia under market-based sourc-
ing will be multiplied by a factor of 0.5 for purposes of 
computing such companies' sales factors. The multiplication 
factor of 0.5 will be applied to such sales if the provider, or an 
affiliated group that includes a communications services or 
Internet access services provider, during the taxable year 
expended at least $100 million relating to communications ser-
vices or Internet access services in the form of tangible per-
sonal property placed in service in Virginia or salaries and 
wages paid for its employees in Virginia. In addition, the bill 
provides that certain sales of national defense contractors will 
be excluded from such contractors' sales factor under market-
based sourcing. Sales of a national defense contractor other 
than sales of tangible personal property that are attributable to 
a federal defense acquisition contract for a sale other than a 
sale of tangible personal property will be excluded if (a) a 
greater proportion of the income-producing activity is per-
formed outside Virginia, based on costs of performance; (b) the 
laws of another state require that the sale be included in the 
numerator of the fraction used in apportioning the contractor's 
income to that state for income tax purposes; and (c) the laws 
of such other state require that the sale be included in such 
numerator only if the greater proportion of the income-produc-
ing activity is performed in that state, based on costs of perfor-
mance. 

With the exception of the elimination of the employment and 
wage level requirements placed on manufacturing companies 
electing single sales factor apportionment that becomes effec-
tives for taxable years beginning on or after July 1, 2017, all 
other provisions in the bill will become effective only if the 
bill's provisions are not estimated by the Department of Taxa-
tion to reduce the official forecasted general fund revenues by 
more than $50 million for any fiscal year. The bill requires the 
Department to prepare a fiscal impact statement on general 
fund revenues from implementation of the bill. The fiscal 
impact statement is required to be provided to the Governor 
and the Chairmen of the House Committee on Appropriations, 
House Committee on Finance, and Senate Committee on 
Finance by December 1, 2017. To facilitate the Department's 
preparation of the fiscal impact statement, every corporation 
having income from business activity that is taxable both 
within and without Virginia and that had Virginia taxable 
income before apportionment of at least $50 million for taxable 
year 2015 will be required to recalculate its 2015 sales factor 
using market-based sourcing. The bill requires that the recalcu-
lated sales factor be submitted to the Department by July 1, 
2017, and imposes a $5,000 penalty for the failure to do so. 

The bill requires the Tax Commissioner by September 1 of 
each year beginning in 2019 to make a written certification to 
the Governor and the General Assembly reporting any net 
additional revenues attributable to the bill's provisions, if any, 
that were received in the state treasury for the immediately 
prior fiscal year. The next regular session of the General 
Assembly would be required to provide an amount of tax relief 
that is at least equal to the amount certified by the Tax Com-
missioner.
Patron - Davis

HB1501  Virginia Retail Sales and Use Tax Act.
Conforms the Commonwealth's sales and use tax laws to the 
provisions of the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. 
The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2018.  
Patron - Davis

HB1502  Communications sales and use tax; sales 
price. Provides that the sales price for the communications 
sales and use tax shall be reduced by any separately identified 
universal-service fund fees.  
Patron - Davis

HB1503  Membership in Multistate Tax Commis-
sion. Requires the Tax Commissioner to take such steps as are 
necessary for Virginia to become an associate member of the 
Multistate Tax Commission and to participate in Multistate Tax 
Commission discussions and meetings concerning model tax 
legislation and uniform tax policies. The Commission was 
formed in 1967 and charged under the Multistate Tax Compact 
with, among other things, facilitating the proper determination 
of state and local tax liability of multistate taxpayers, promot-
ing uniformity or compatibility in significant components of 
tax systems, facilitating taxpayer convenience and compliance 
in the filing of tax returns, and avoiding duplicative taxation.  
Patron - Davis

HB1581 Made in Appalachia tax credits. Estab-
lishes beginning in taxable year 2017 refundable tax credits for 
certain investments in the localities of the Appalachian region. 
The bill defines the "Appalachian region" to include the locali-
ties of the Cumberland Plateau, LENOWISCO, and Mount 
Rogers planning districts. Any person may claim a credit in the 
amount of (i) 10 percent of any capital investment in the Appa-
lachian region, (ii) $6,000 per full-time job created in the 
Appalachian region that pays at or above the locality's median 
wage, and (iii) the sales tax paid by the person in purchasing 
materials directly used in the manufacture of products in the 
Appalachian region. The bill authorizes the Department of 
Taxation to issue up to $40 million in credits per taxable year. 
Any person who earns credits would be allowed to transfer 
unused credits to another taxpayer; however, such transfer 
would be subject to a fee of one percent of the dollar amount of 
the credits. 
Patron - Campbell

HB1593 Sales and use tax; personal hygiene prod-
ucts; "the dignity act." Exempts from sales and use tax toilet 
paper, adult diapers, and the following feminine hygiene prod-
ucts: sanitary napkins, tampons, sanitary towels, menstrual 
cups, and sanitary pads. 
Patron - Boysko

HB1632 Renewable energy property tax credit.
Establishes beginning in taxable year 2017 a tax credit for 
renewable energy property placed in service. The bill defines 
renewable energy property as certain biomass equipment that 
uses renewable biomass resources, combined heat and power 
systems using waste heat to produce electricity or thermal or 
mechanical energy, certain geothermal equipment, hydroelec-
tric generators located at existing dams or in free-flowing 
waterways, solar energy equipment, and wind equipment that 
is required to capture and convert wind energy into electricity 
or mechanical power.  

The credit would equal 35 percent of the installed cost of the 
renewable energy property. However, the aggregate amount of 
credit allowed to each person for placing into service renew-
able energy property during the taxable year would not exceed 
the lesser of (i) 50 percent of the amount of the state corporate 
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income tax, license tax on certain public utility companies, or 
license tax on insurance companies imposed upon the person 
for the year or (ii) $15,000. Only the ultimate consumer or user 
of the renewable energy property would be allowed to claim 
the credit.  

The credit would be required to be claimed in five equal annual 
installments beginning with the taxable year in which the prop-
erty was placed in service. The credit would expire and no fur-
ther credit could be claimed if the renewable energy property 
was disposed of, taken out of service, or moved out of the 
Commonwealth during any of the installment years.  

The Department of Taxation would issue the tax credits. The 
Department would be authorized to issue $5 million in tax 
credits each fiscal year. Any unused credit could be carried for-
ward for five taxable years. The credit would sunset in 2022. 
Patron - Sullivan

HB1635 Historic rehabilitation tax credit. Limits 
the amount of historic rehabilitation tax credits that may be 
claimed by each taxpayer to $5 million per year, including any 
amounts carried over from prior taxable years. The limit is in 
effect for taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 2017.
Patron - Sullivan

HB1669 Gas severance tax. Extends the sunset date 
from January 1, 2018, to January 1, 2020, for the local gas sev-
erance tax that is dedicated to (i) the local Coal and Gas Road 
Improvement Fund, (ii) the Virginia Coalfield Economic 
Development Fund, and (iii) water, sewer, and natural gas sys-
tems and lines. 
Patron - Morefield

HB1672  Coalfield region public education tax 
credit. Establishes a tax credit for taxable years 2017 through 
2021 for donations to public schools in the coalfield region. 
The credit would equal 65 percent of the value of the donation. 
The Department of Taxation would be authorized to issue $5 
million in tax credits each fiscal year.  
Patron - Morefield

HB1676  Individual income tax; subtraction for 
National Guard wages. Provides that a Virginia resident shall 
be eligible for a subtraction for wages earned in service in the 
National Guard of another state if the resident's out-of-state 
service is due to the taxpayer's military occupational specialty 
requirements.   
Patron - Collins

HB1681  Transient occupancy tax; state parks. Per-
mits localities to impose transient occupancy taxes on transient 
room rentals and travel campgrounds in state parks.  
Patron - Bloxom

HB1707  Certain tax credits; elimination of state-
level charitable contribution deductions when such credits 
are claimed. Prohibits a taxpayer from claiming a charitable 
contribution deduction in calculating Virginia taxable income 
if a neighborhood assistance tax credit or an education 
improvement scholarships tax credit is claimed for the same 

donation. The prohibition is effective for taxable years begin-
ning on and after January 1, 2017.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1710  Sales tax exemption; gun safes. Establishes 
an exemption from retail sales tax for the purchase of a gun 
safe with a selling price of $1,000 or less. The bill defines a 
gun safe as a safe or vault that is (i) commercially available, 
(ii) secured with a digital or dial combination locking mecha-
nism or biometric locking mechanism, and (iii) designed for 
the storage of a firearm or ammunition for use in a firearm. 
Under the bill, a gun safe does not include a glass-faced cabi-
net.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB1714  Corporate income tax; rate of taxation. 
Lowers the corporate income tax rate from six percent to five 
percent for taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 
2018.   
Patron - Minchew

HB1717  Individual income tax; subtraction for 
interest and dividends from Virginia-based corporations.
Allows residents of Virginia to subtract from their Virginia tax-
able income any interest or dividends received from a corpora-
tion with its principal place of business in Virginia. The 
subtraction would be available for taxable years beginning Jan-
uary 1, 2017.  
Patron - Minchew

HB1756  Education improvement scholarships tax 
credit; eligibility requirements. Eliminates the requirement 
that a student currently or recently have attended public school 
in order to qualify for a scholarship from a scholarship founda-
tion that provides tax-credit-derived scholarships. The bill 
increases the maximum annual scholarship amount from 100 
percent of the per pupil amount distributed to the local school 
division as its share of standards of quality costs (i) for a stu-
dent with a disability, to 400 percent of such amount and (ii) 
for a student who has an autism spectrum disorder, to $26,000. 
The bill adds to the definition of "qualified educational 
expenses" expenditures made in connection to summer educa-
tion.  
Patron - Davis

HB1772  Low-income taxpayer tax credit. Allows 
low-income individuals and married persons to claim a refund-
able income tax credit equal to 20 percent of the federal earned 
income tax credit claimed by the individual or married persons 
for the year in lieu of the current options available for claiming 
the credit. Under current law, low-income individuals and mar-
ried persons may claim (i) a nonrefundable income tax credit 
equal to $300 for each of the individual, his spouse, and any 
dependents or (ii) a nonrefundable income tax credit equal to 
20 percent of the federal earned income tax credit claimed by 
the individual or married persons for the year. The provisions 
of the bill apply to taxable years beginning on and after Janu-
ary 1, 2017.   
Patron - Plum
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HB1806 Income tax subtractions and credits for 
investments in technology businesses. Modifies the qualified 
equity and subordinated debt investments tax credit by (i) 
increasing the maximum amount of credits that can be issued 
each year from $5 million to $7.5 million, (ii) allocating the 
$2.5 million annual increase in credits to cybersecurity busi-
nesses, and (iii) allowing credit for investments in technology 
businesses with no more than 50 full-time employees. 

Currently, credit is allowed for an equity or debt investment in 
a technology business if the business (a) has annual gross reve-
nues of no more than $3 million in its most recent fiscal year, 
(b) has its principal office or facility in the Commonwealth, (c) 
is engaged in business primarily in or does substantially all of 
its production in the Commonwealth, and (d) has not obtained 
during its existence more than $3 million in aggregate gross 
cash proceeds from the issuance of its equity or debt invest-
ments. Under the bill, in lieu of having no more than $3 million 
in annual gross revenues for its most recent fiscal year, a busi-
ness can be a qualifying business if it has no more than 50 full-
time employees for such year. 

The bill also modifies an income tax subtraction that is similar 
to the tax credit by allowing the subtraction for an investment 
in a technology business if the business had no more than 50 
full-time employees in its most recent fiscal year. 

The bill is effective beginning with taxable year 2017.
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB1823  Property tax exemptions in Frederick 
County. Repeals the property tax exemption in Frederick 
County for the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, Nature Con-
servancy, People-to-People Health Foundation, Inc., Westmin-
ster-Canterbury of Winchester, Inc., Frederick United 
Methodist Housing Development Corporation, Cedar Creek 
Battlefield Foundation, Inc., Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Association for Retarded Citizens, Stone House Foundation, 
Winchester Chapter of The Izaak Walton League of America, 
Northwestern Workshop, Inc., Wayside Foundation for the 
Arts, Inc., Shenandoah Valley Community Residences, Inc., 
Special Love, Inc., Wayside Museum of American History and 
Arts, National Wildlife Federation, Robert E. Rose Memorial 
Foundation, Inc., and Shalom Et Benedictus, Inc.  
Patron - LaRock

HB1830 Artificial intelligence industry tax deduc-
tions. Establishes additional corporate and individual income 
tax deductions beginning January 1, 2017, for artificial intelli-
gence industry employers for (i) compensation paid to employ-
ees and independent contractors who have earned an 
undergraduate or graduate degree in a program accredited by 
the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology 
(ABET) and (ii) tuition payments or reimbursements on behalf 
of employees and independent contractors earning an under-
graduate or graduate degree in a program accredited by ABET 
while employed by, or performing services under a contract 
with, such employers. The deduction for compensation paid 
equals (a) 20 percent of such compensation paid for the first 
through fifth years of employment if the employee or indepen-
dent contractor graduated from an ABET-accredited program 
located in the Commonwealth or (b) 10 percent of the compen-
sation paid for the first through fifth years of employment if the 
qualified employee or independent contractor graduated from 
an ABET-accredited program located outside the Common-

wealth. In no event would the deduction allowed for compen-
sation exceed $4,000 each year of employment for each 
employee or independent contractor. In no event would the 
deduction allowed for tuition payments or reimbursements on 
behalf of each employee or independent contractor for the rele-
vant year of employment exceed 50 percent of the average 
annual amount for enrollment and instruction in an ABET-
accredited program at a public institution of higher education 
in the Commonwealth. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1867  Virginia Housing Trust Fund; revenue 
deposits. Provides that 20% of annual recordation tax revenue 
in excess of $325 million shall be deposited into the Virginia 
Housing Trust Fund.   
Patron - Lopez

HB1891 Geothermal heat pump property expendi-
ture credit. Establishes a tax credit, for taxable years 2017 
through 2021, for geothermal heat pump property expenditures 
at a residence in Virginia. The bill defines "geothermal heat 
pump property expenditure" as any expenditure for equipment 
that uses the ground or groundwater as a thermal energy source 
to heat a residence or as a thermal energy sink to cool a resi-
dence. The credit would equal 25 percent of purchase or instal-
lation expenditures. An eligible individual taxpayer could 
claim a maximum of 50 percent of his tax liability or $2,500, 
whichever is less, and carry over unused credit for up to 10 
years. In addition, a taxpayer could claim only 25 percent of 
the total cost of geothermal heat pump property at a single resi-
dence, up to a maximum of $10,000. The bill authorizes the 
Department of Taxation to issue up to $10 million in credits 
each fiscal year. 
Patron - Hugo

HB1917  Coalfield region energy production tax 
credit. Establishes a tax credit for taxable years 2017 through 
2021 for a capital investment in an energy production facility 
in the coalfield region. The credit would equal 25 percent of (i) 
any expenditure for the construction or improvement of an 
energy production facility or (ii) the cost of machinery, tools, 
and equipment used at an energy production facility and 
directly related to energy production. The Department of Taxa-
tion would be authorized to issue $7.3 million in tax credits 
each fiscal year.  
Patron - Morefield

HB1925  Local cigarette tax. Authorizes all counties 
to impose a cigarette tax. Under current law, only the Counties 
of Fairfax and Arlington are authorized to impose a cigarette 
tax.   
Patron - Campbell

HB1959 Worker retraining tax credit; student 
internships; College Savings Plan contributions. Provides a 
$1,000 tax credit to an employer for each intern hired as part of 
a qualified internship program. The bill defines "qualified 
internship program" as an internship in which the student 
works at least 20 hours per week for at least 10 weeks; the 
intern receives at least minimum wage; the intern receives 
training that enhances job-related skills; and such training is in 
the field of electrical work, engineering, manufacturing, or 
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mechanical work. An employer would be required to obtain 
approval of its internship program from a school division or 
community college of the Commonwealth and the Department 
of Small Business and Supplier Diversity. The bill also pro-
vides a credit of 30 percent of the value of any matching contri-
bution made by the employer, up to $1,000, for a student 
intern's contribution to his Virginia College Savings Plan. 
Patron - Yancey

HB1962  Education Improvement Scholarships tax 
credit. Increases the Education Improvement Scholarships tax 
credit from 65 percent to 90 percent of the value of donations 
made to nonprofit scholarship foundations, beginning in tax-
able year 2018.   
Patron - Massie

HB1963 Educational Improvement Scholarships 
tax credit; pre-kindergarten eligibility. Expands the educa-
tional improvement scholarships tax credit program by includ-
ing as eligible scholarship recipients children enrolled in or 
attending nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs. The maximum 
annual scholarship that a child enrolled in or attending a non-
public pre-kindergarten program will receive is the lesser of 
the child's actual educational expenses or the state share of the 
grant per child under the Virginia Preschool Initiative for the 
locality in which the child resides. 

Under current law, tax credits are awarded to individuals and 
businesses making donations to nonprofit scholarship founda-
tions using the donated funds to award scholarships to certain 
students in grades K-12 attending nonpublic schools. Eligible 
scholarship recipients are students in grades K-12 with a final-
ized individualized education program (IEP) in place or whose 
annual household income is not in excess of 300 percent of the 
federal poverty guidelines. 

The bill defines an eligible pre-kindergarten child as a child 
who is (i) a resident of Virginia, (ii) an at-risk four-year-old 
unserved by Head Start programs, and (iii) enrolled in or 
attending a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program. In addition, 
the family of the child (a) cannot have annual household 
income in excess of 300 percent of the current poverty guide-
lines or 400 percent of such guidelines if an IEP has been writ-
ten and finalized for the child, (b) must be homeless as defined 
in 42 U.S.C. § 11302, or (c) must include parents or guardians 
of the child who are school dropouts. 

The bill defines a nonpublic pre-kindergarten program as a pre-
school program designed for child development and kindergar-
ten preparation (1) that complies with nonpublic school 
accreditation requirements administered by the Virginia Coun-
cil for Private Education (VCPE) or (2) that is participating in 
Virginia Quality (a partnership between the Virginia Early 
Childhood Foundation and the Office of Early Childhood 
Development of the Department of Social Services) with a cur-
rent designation of at least Level 3 under such rating system. 
The bill includes several other curriculum and administrative 
requirements that must be met by a nonpublic pre-kindergarten 
program in order for children attending the program to be eligi-
ble to receive scholarships under the tax credit program. Under 
the bill, VCPE or the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation will 
certify nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs meeting such cur-
riculum and administrative requirements.
Patron - Massie

HB1966  Education improvement scholarships tax 
credit; eligibility requirements and benefits for students 
with a disability. Expands the education improvement scholar-
ships tax credit program by removing the requirement that a 
child with a disability be a student enrolled or recently enrolled 
in public school in order to be eligible. The bill reduces the 
penalty for failure to fully disburse all donations received from 
200 percent to 100 percent of unused donations. The bill 
increases the scholarship amount available for an eligible child 
with a disability from 100 percent to 400 percent of the per-
pupil amount distributed to the local school division as the 
state's share of the standards of quality costs.  
Patron - Massie

HB2010 Virginia Lottery; repeal prohibition 
against sale of lottery tickets over Internet. Repeals the pro-
hibition against the sale of lottery tickets over the Internet.
Patron - Robinson

HB2027  Certain adoption fees and expenses; 
income tax deduction and credit. Creates, for taxable years 
beginning on and after January 1, 2017, a refundable income 
tax credit for mandatory fees paid to the Commonwealth 
related to the adoption of a child within the Virginia foster care 
system and a deduction for any other costs or fees associated 
with the adoption of such child.   
Patron - Freitas

HB2038  Recordation tax; refinancing deeds of 
trust. Exempts from recordation tax deeds of trust or mort-
gages that refinance an existing deed of trust or mortgage on 
which the recordation tax was paid within the last two years.   
Patron - Murphy

HB2056 Vapor product taxes. Imposes a state tax on 
vapor products, defined in the bill, including electronic ciga-
rettes or similar products or devices and the consumable liquid, 
vapor cartridge, or other container of solution or other form 
that is intended to be used with or in an electronic cigarette, 
electronic cigar, electronic cigarillo, electronic pipe, or similar 
product or device. The bill authorizes cities and towns and cer-
tain counties to impose a tax on vapor products. The state tax 
rate is $0.05 per fluid milliliter of consumable vapor product 
and 10 percent of the retail price for electronic cigarettes or 
similar products or devices. The bill requires revenues from the 
state tax on vapor products to be deposited into the Virginia 
Tobacco Settlement Fund. The bill also requires that dealers 
and sellers of vapor products apply for distributor's licenses 
issued by the Virginia Department of Taxation. Cities and 
towns may impose the tax at a rate of a number of cents per 
fluid milliliter of the consumable vapor product or a percentage 
of the retail cost of the device. The bill authorizes Arlington 
and Fairfax Counties to impose a vapor product tax at a rate 
that does not exceed the state tax on vapor products created 
under the bill. Under current law, Arlington and Fairfax Coun-
ties may impose a tax on cigarettes at a rate that does not 
exceed the state cigarette tax. The bill has a delayed effective 
date of January 1, 2018. 
Patron - Kory

HB2070  Additional powers of certain counties.
Grants counties with a population density greater than 2,000 
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persons per square mile certain powers related to taxation, bor-
rowing, and payments for highway maintenance. Such powers 
currently are generally granted to cities and towns.  
Patron - Watts

HB2104 Machinery and tools tax; valuation; 
appeal of certain local taxes. Permits a commissioner of the 
revenue to utilize any method that may reasonably be expected 
to determine actual fair market value of machinery and tools, 
in addition to specific methods required under current law. The 
bill also requires a commissioner of the revenue, upon request, 
to take into account the condition of the machinery and tools, 
obsolescence, and any other factor that is not adequately taken 
into account by the valuation method otherwise used. The bill 
requires a commissioner of the revenue to provide to taxpayers 
upon request a description of his valuation methods, any 
adjustments that have been made to reflect the taxpayer's 
appraisal or written concerns, and the factual and legal bases 
on which the commissioner relies for disagreeing with the tax-
payer's qualified appraisal. The bill also gives the Tax Com-
missioner authority to issue advisory written opinions in 
specific cases to interpret the law related to valuations involv-
ing independent appraisals of manufacturers' machinery and 
tools that are presented by the taxpayer to the commissioner of 
the revenue. In appeals to the Tax Commissioner of the valua-
tion of machinery and tools, the bill permits the taxpayer to 
value the property by allocating the total value of all machinery 
and tools at a facility among individual items of property 
according to the percentage of the original cost that each such 
item of property bears to the total original cost of all of the 
property. The bill also requires the Tax Commissioner to make 
certain determinations and findings related to the appeal. In 
appeals of tangible personal property tax on airplanes, boats, 
campers, recreational vehicles, and trailers and on tangible 
business personal property, the bill requires a commissioner of 
the revenue to identify any statement of fact submitted by the 
taxpayer that the commissioner of the revenue believes to be 
incorrect.
Patron - Byron

HB2114  Motion picture production tax credit; dig-
ital interactive media production. Provides that digital inter-
active media productions will no longer be eligible for motion 
picture film production tax credits beginning with taxable year 
2018.   
Patron - Keam

HB2130 Motor vehicle fuels sales tax in certain 
transportation districts. Provides that the tax that is imposed 
on the sales price of motor fuel in Northern Virginia shall be 
imposed on the regional price of gas, defined and computed as 
a six-month average price of fuel. The regional price has an 
initial floor of January 11, 2017. If a newly averaged regional 
price is higher than the preceding regional price, the tax is 
imposed on the new regional price, but if a newly averaged 
regional price is less than the preceding regional price, the 
higher of the two remains the regional price. If the regional 
price is at any time equal to or greater than the statewide aver-
age wholesale price of unleaded regular gasoline on February 
20, 2013, then the tax is imposed on the regional price, which 
moving forward shall not be less than the statewide average 
wholesale price of unleaded regular gasoline on February 20, 

2013, and shall not be more than a price of $4 per gallon of 
unleaded regular gasoline. The bill also raises the rate of taxa-
tion of motor fuel in Northern Virginia from 2.1% to 3%. The 
bill also changes the regional gas tax in Hampton Roads from a 
percentage to a cents-per-gallon tax that decreases as the price 
of gas increases. The regional gas tax in Hampton Roads 
would have a floor of $0.05 per gallon and a ceiling of $0.14 
per gallon and would be determined on the basis of the average 
wholesale price of unleaded regular gasoline.
Patron - Levine

HB2150  Land preservation tax credit; per tax-
payer limitation. Extends to taxable year 2017 the $20,000 
limit on the amount that a taxpayer may claim per year under 
the land preservation tax credit. The bill retains the $50,000 
limit for each subsequent taxable year.   
Patron - Aird

HB2175  Income tax; subtraction for military vet-
erans with a service-connected disability. Establishes for tax-
able years beginning January 1, 2017, an individual income tax 
subtraction, for purposes of computing Virginia adjusted gross 
income, for the military retirement income of veterans with a 
100 percent service-connected disability. The bill provides that 
the subtraction is available only for taxpayers whose federal 
adjusted gross income does not exceed 250 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level for a four-person household.   
Patron - Miyares

HB2189  Sales and use tax exemption; feminine 
hygiene products. Adds feminine hygiene products to items of 
school supplies, clothing, and footwear that are exempt from 
sales and use tax each year during a three-day period that 
begins on the first Friday in August. The bill specifies that 
feminine hygiene products include sanitary napkins, tampons, 
sanitary towels, menstrual cups, and sanitary pads.  
Patron - Boysko

HB2226  Individual income tax rate reduction.
Reduces the top marginal individual income tax rate from 5.75 
percent on income in excess of $17,000 to five percent on 
income in excess of $5,000 beginning with taxable year 2018.  
Patron - Cline

HB2393 Income tax credit; purchase of gun safe.
Establishes an individual income tax credit beginning January 
1, 2017, for the purchase of a gun safe. The credit would equal 
50 percent of the purchase price paid for any gun safe with a 
selling price of $500 or less. The bill defines a gun safe as a 
safe or vault that is (i) commercially available, (ii) secured 
with a digital or dial combination locking mechanism or bio-
metric locking mechanism, and (iii) designed for the storage of 
a firearm or ammunition for use in a firearm. An individual 
may not claim more than $100 in tax credits for all taxable 
years. The Department would be authorized to issue up to 
$250,000 in tax credits each year. The credit would expire on 
January 1, 2022.
Patron - Cline

HB2461 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program. Reduces the amount of the tax credit from 65 per-
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cent of the value of donations to neighborhood organizations 
for taxable years 2012 through 2017 to (i) 60 percent of such 
donations for taxable year 2018, (ii) 55 percent of such dona-
tions for taxable year 2019, and (iii) 50 percent of such dona-
tions for taxable years 2020 and thereafter.
Patron - Bloxom

HB2475  Real property tax; payments in lieu of 
taxes for exempt organizations. Permits localities to enter 
into mutually agreeable terms with entities that are exempt 
from real property tax, for the payment of service charges.  
Patron - LaRock

SB787  Accelerated sales and use tax payments. Pro-
hibits the accelerated collection of sales and use tax payments 
from retail merchants and other dealers who collect and return 
sales and use tax payments.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB788  Individual income tax; rate of taxation. Low-
ers the rate of taxation for each income bracket by one-quarter 
percent each year for four years beginning in taxable year 
2018. For taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 
2021, income will be taxed as follows: (i) one percent on 
income not exceeding $3,000, (ii) two percent on income in 
excess of $3,000 but not in excess of $5,000, (iii) four percent 
on income in excess of $5,000 but not in excess of $17,000, 
and (iv) 4.75 percent on income in excess of $17,000.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB789  Corporate income tax; rate of taxation. Low-
ers the corporate income tax rate from six percent to 5.5 per-
cent for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2018.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB798  Virginia adjusted gross income; sale of cer-
tain crops to craft breweries. Provides an income tax subtrac-
tion, for purposes of computing Virginia adjusted gross 
income, for the income attributable to the sale of crops grown 
by a farmer to a brewery licensed in Virginia.  
Patron - Stanley

SB835 Corporate income tax; rate of taxation. Low-
ers the corporate income tax rate from six percent to 2.5 per-
cent for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2017. 
Patron - Chase

SB836  License taxes; Virginia taxable income. Pro-
vides that if a locality imposes a license tax upon a business, 
the tax shall be based upon the Virginia taxable income of the 
business. Current law allows a locality to impose the tax upon 
gross receipts or Virginia taxable income.   
Patron - Chase

SB849  Virginia taxable income; deduction for small 
business owners. Creates an income tax deduction for taxable 
years beginning on and after January 1, 2017, for income 
attributable to the ownership and operation of a small business. 
For purposes of the deduction, a small business is defined as a 
business that has its primary place of business in the Common-
wealth, generates less than $100,000 of taxable income in the 

taxable year, and has fewer than 50 employees. A small busi-
ness owner would only be eligible to take the deduction for the 
first five years that the business is in operation.   
Patron - Chase

SB925  Plastic bag tax in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. Imposes a five-cent per bag tax on plastic bags 
provided to customers by certain retailers in localities located 
wholly within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed and directs reve-
nues to be used to support the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Implementation Plan. The bill also allows every retailer that 
collects the tax to retain one cent of the five-cent tax.   
Patron - Petersen

SB956  County food and beverage tax. Increases 
from four percent to eight percent the maximum tax that any 
county is authorized to impose on food and beverages sold by a 
restaurant, commonly referred to as the meals tax. The bill also 
removes the requirement that a county hold a referendum 
before imposing a meals tax.    
Patron - Locke

SB1012 Lottery Board; regulation of casino gam-
ing; penalties. Authorizes casino gaming in the Common-
wealth to be regulated by the Virginia Lottery Board (the 
Board). The bill specifies the licensing requirements for casino 
gaming and imposes penalties for violations of the casino gam-
ing law. Casino gaming shall be limited to localities that have 
passed a referendum on the question of allowing a casino gam-
ing establishment in the locality. The bill requires the Board to 
establish and implement a voluntary exclusion program allow-
ing individuals to voluntarily list themselves as being barred 
from entering a casino gaming establishment or other facility 
under the jurisdiction of the Board. In addition, the bill estab-
lishes the Problem Gambling Treatment and Support Fund 
administered by the Commissioner of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services to provide counseling and other sup-
port services for compulsive and problem gamblers, develop 
problem gambling treatment and prevention programs, and 
provide grants to supporting organizations that provide assis-
tance to compulsive gamblers. The bill requires proceeds of the 
gross receipts tax and admission tax imposed on casino gaming 
operators to be paid as follows: (i) one percent into the Prob-
lem Gambling Treatment and Support Fund, (ii) 10 percent to 
the locality in which the casino gaming operation is located, 
and (iii) 89 percent into the Toll Mitigation Fund, which shall 
be used to mitigate the tolls established to support construction 
and maintenance of the Dominion Boulevard Bridge and Road-
way Improvement Project and the Downtown Tunnel/Midtown 
Tunnel/Martin Luther King Freeway Extension Project. 
Patron - Lucas

SB1029  Virginia taxable income; deduction for 
personal exemptions. Increases the deduction, for purposes of 
computing Virginia taxable income, for personal exemptions. 
For taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 2018, a 
taxpayer may deduct $1,000 for each personal exemption 
allowable to the taxpayer on federal income taxes; current law 
allows a deduction of $930 per exemption. A blind or aged tax-
payer may deduct an additional personal exemption in the 
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amount of $900; current law allows an additional deduction of 
$800.   
Patron - Dunnavant

SB1092 Motor vehicle fuels sales tax in certain 
transportation districts; price floor. Establishes a floor on 
the 2.1 percent tax imposed on motor vehicle fuels sold in 
Northern Virginia by requiring that the average sales price 
upon which the tax is based be no less than the statewide aver-
age sales price on July 1, 2013. This bill was incorporated into 
SB 1456.
Patron - Petersen

SB1106 Made in Appalachia Initiative; tax credits.
Establishes beginning in taxable year 2017 refundable tax 
credits for certain investments in the localities of the Appala-
chian region. The bill defines the "Appalachian region" to 
include the localities of the Cumberland Plateau, LENOW-
ISCO, and Mount Rogers planning districts. Any person may 
claim a credit in the amount of (i) 10 percent of any capital 
investment in the Appalachian region, (ii) $6,000 per full-time 
job created in the Appalachian region that pays at or above the 
locality's median wage, and (iii) the sales tax paid by the per-
son in purchasing materials directly used in the manufacture of 
products in the Appalachian region. The bill authorizes the 
Department of Taxation to issue up to $40 million in credits per 
taxable year. Any person who earns credits would be allowed 
to transfer unused credits to another taxpayer; however, such 
transfer would be subject to a fee of one percent of the dollar 
amount of the credits. 
Patron - Chafin

SB1107  Accelerated sales and use tax payments. 
Prohibits any requirement that a dealer remit sales and use tax 
payments except under the following circumstances: (i) if pay-
ments are required for dealers with sales of $15 million or less, 
such threshold may only be lowered by 10 percent the next 
year; (ii) if the Department of Taxation fails to notify dealers 
that accelerated payments are due at least nine months in 
advance, no penalty may be assessed for late payments; and 
(iii) no penalty may be assessed on a dealer subject to an accel-
erated payment due to a lowered threshold in the calendar year. 
The bill prohibits requiring accelerated payments after June 30, 
2020.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1109 Certain tax credits; elimination of state-
level charitable contribution deductions when such credits 
are claimed. Prohibits a taxpayer from claiming a charitable 
contribution deduction in calculating Virginia taxable income 
if a neighborhood assistance tax credit or an education 
improvement scholarships tax credit is claimed for the same 
donation. The prohibition is effective for taxable years begin-
ning on and after January 1, 2017.
Patron - Saslaw

SB1137 Neighborhood Assistance Act Tax Credit 
program. Reduces the amount of the tax credit from 65 per-
cent of the value of donations to neighborhood organizations 
for taxable years 2012 through 2017 to (i) 60 percent of such 
donations for taxable year 2018, (ii) 55 percent of such dona-

tions for taxable year 2019, and (iii) 50 percent of such dona-
tions for taxable years 2020 and thereafter. 
Patron - Mason

SB1167  Tax credits related to education; aggregate 
cap. Allocates 20 percent of any unissued credits in a fiscal 
year under the Education Improvement Scholarships tax credit 
program to the Superintendent of Public Instruction to be allo-
cated to education programs under the Neighborhood Assis-
tance Act tax credit program during the next fiscal year. The 20 
percent of unissued credits would be added to the current $9 
million cap for education programs under the Neighborhood 
Assistance Act tax credit program.   
Patron - DeSteph

SB1186 Taxation of all-terrain vehicles, mopeds, 
and off-road motorcycles. Provides that all-terrain vehicles, 
mopeds, and off-road vehicles shall be subject to the motor 
vehicle sales and use tax but exempt from the retail sales and 
use tax. Current law provides that such vehicles are subject to 
the retail sales and use tax but exempt from the motor vehicle 
sales and use tax. The motor vehicle sales and use tax would be 
imposed at the same rate as the state and local sales and use 
tax: at a rate of 6.0% in Planning Districts 8 and 23 and 5.3% in 
the rest of the state. The revenues collected from the motor 
vehicle sales tax on all-terrain vehicles, mopeds, and off-road 
vehicles would be distributed in the same manner as the state 
and local retail sales and use tax.
Patron - Dance

SB1249  Income tax credit. Provides a refundable 
income tax credit in the amount of $4,000 to any disabled vet-
eran and his surviving spouse, and to the surviving spouse of a 
member of the armed services killed in action, who are other-
wise eligible for the real property tax exemption on their pri-
mary residence except that they do not own their primary 
residence.     
Patron - Stuart

SB1268  Localities; public hearings for tax rate 
increases. Authorizes localities to hold hearings on tax rate 
increases at the same time as the annual budget hearing. Cur-
rent law requires a hearing on a tax rate increase to occur at a 
separate proceeding.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1314 Retail sales and use tax; spirits sold at gov-
ernment stores. Imposes a new one percent retail sales and use 
tax on the sale of spirits at Alcoholic Beverage Control Com-
mission-operated stores in the Commonwealth. The revenues 
would be deposited into a new fund to be used to support law-
enforcement personnel and law-enforcement duties in the 
Commonwealth, as may be specified in a general appropriation 
act. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1329   Local cigarette taxes. Allows all localities 
to impose a cigarette tax by removing the requirement that only 
those localities that had such authority prior to 1977 are eligi-
ble. The bill sets a maximum rate on the cigarette tax imposed 
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by counties of five cents per pack or the amount levied under 
state law, whichever is greater.  
Patron - Carrico

SB1336 School supplies and hurricane prepared-
ness sales tax holidays. Adds to the existing sales tax holiday 
for school supplies, clothing, and footwear an exemption for 
computers sold at $700 or less. The bill removes from the hur-
ricane preparedness sales tax holiday the exemption for gener-
ators. The bill extends the sunset dates for the school supplies 
and hurricane preparedness sales tax holidays from 2017 to 
2022. 
Patron - Surovell

SB1361  Food donation tax credit. Allows restau-
rants that donate prepared food or meals to a nonprofit food 
bank to claim the food donation tax credit. Under current law, 
only farmers that donate food crops to a nonprofit food bank 
are eligible for the credit. Current law allows a maximum of 
$5,000 in credits to be issued per taxpayer per year and an 
aggregate maximum of $250,000 in credits to be issued by the 
Tax Commissioner per fiscal year.    
Patron - Carrico

SB1386  Rate of individual income tax; small busi-
nesses. Creates a new tax bracket for small businesses filing 
taxes as individuals in Virginia. The standard tax rates would 
be lowered one-quarter of a percent over four years, to estab-
lish tax rates of one percent for income not in excess of $3,000, 
two percent for income between $3,001 and $5,000, four per-
cent for income between $5,001 and $17,000, and 4.75 percent 
for income over $17,000. The bill defines "small business" as a 
sole proprietorship or pass-through entity with 25 or fewer 
employees.   
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1392 Geothermal heat pump property expendi-
ture credit. Establishes a tax credit, for taxable years 2017 
through 2021, for geothermal heat pump property expenditures 
at a residence in Virginia. The bill defines "geothermal heat 
pump property expenditure" as any expenditure for equipment 
that uses the ground or groundwater as a thermal energy source 
to heat a residence or as a thermal energy sink to cool a resi-
dence. The credit would equal 25 percent of purchase or instal-
lation expenditures. An eligible individual taxpayer could 
claim a maximum of 50 percent of his tax liability or $2,500, 
whichever is less, and carry over unused credit for up to 10 
years. In addition, a taxpayer could claim only 25 percent of 
the total cost of geothermal heat pump property at a single resi-
dence, up to a maximum of $10,000. The bill authorizes the 
Department of Taxation to issue up to $10 million in credits 
each fiscal year. 
Patron - Wagner

SB1426  Education Improvement Scholarships tax 
credit. Increases the Education Improvement Scholarships tax 
credit from 65 percent to 90 percent of the value of donations 
made to nonprofit scholarship foundations, beginning in tax-
able year 2018.   
Patron - Stanley

SB1427 Educational Improvement Scholarships 
tax credit; pre-kindergarten eligibility. Expands the educa-
tional improvement scholarships tax credit program by includ-
ing as eligible scholarship recipients children enrolled in or 
attending nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs. The maximum 
annual scholarship that a child enrolled in or attending a non-
public pre-kindergarten program will receive is the lesser of 
the child's actual educational expenses or the state share of the 
grant per child under the Virginia Preschool Initiative for the 
locality in which the child resides. Under current law, tax cred-
its are awarded to individuals and businesses making donations 
to nonprofit scholarship foundations using the donated funds to 
award scholarships to certain students in grades K-12 attending 
nonpublic schools. Eligible scholarship recipients are students 
in grades K-12 with a finalized individualized education pro-
gram (IEP) in place or whose annual household income is not 
in excess of 300 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. The 
bill defines an eligible pre-kindergarten child as a child who is 
(i) a resident of Virginia, (ii) an at-risk four-year-old unserved 
by Head Start programs, and (iii) enrolled in or attending a 
nonpublic pre-kindergarten program. In addition, the family of 
the child (a) cannot have annual household income in excess of 
300 percent of the current poverty guidelines or 400 percent of 
such guidelines if an IEP has been written and finalized for the 
child, (b) must be homeless as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 11302, or 
(c) must include parents or guardians of the child who are 
school dropouts. The bill defines a nonpublic pre-kindergarten 
program as a preschool program designed for child develop-
ment and kindergarten preparation (1) that complies with non-
public school accreditation requirements administered by the 
Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE) or (2) that is 
participating in Virginia Quality (a partnership between the 
Virginia Early Childhood Foundation and the Office of Early 
Childhood Development of the Department of Social Services) 
with a current designation of at least Level 3 under such rating 
system. The bill includes several other curriculum and admin-
istrative requirements that must be met by a nonpublic pre-kin-
dergarten program in order for children attending the program 
to be eligible to receive scholarships under the tax credit pro-
gram. Under the bill, VCPE or the Virginia Early Childhood 
Foundation will certify nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs 
meeting such curriculum and administrative requirements.
Patron - Stanley

SB1428 Education improvement scholarships tax 
credit; eligibility requirements and benefits for students 
with a disability. Expands the education improvement scholar-
ships tax credit program by removing the requirement that a 
child with a disability be a student enrolled or recently enrolled 
in public school in order to be eligible. The bill reduces the 
penalty for failure to fully disburse all donations received from 
200 percent to 100 percent of unused donations. 
Patron - Stanley

SB1451  Motion picture production tax credit. 
Amends the motion picture production tax credit by allowing a 
20% credit for a production for which 80% of the filming or 
production takes place in the Commonwealth at a federally 
designated Historically Underutilized Business Zone, at a fed-
eral landmark, or in a federal historic district. There would be 
no sunset for the credits that meet these criteria, and the credits 
would not be subject to the $6.5 million aggregate cap. The bill 
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also clarifies that the Department of Taxation shall annually 
publish certain information about the credit regardless of the 
number of taxpayers that claim the credit.  
Patron - Lucas

SB1456 Motor vehicle fuels sales tax in certain 
transportation districts; price floor. Places a floor on the 2.1 
percent tax imposed on motor vehicle fuels sold in Northern 
Virginia and Hampton Roads by ensuring that the tax is not 
imposed on a price that is less than the statewide average 
wholesale price of gasoline or diesel fuel on February 20, 
2013, which is the date used as a floor on the statewide motor 
vehicle fuels sales tax. This bill incorporates SB 1092.
Patron - Wagner

SB1485  Expiration of certain tax credits. Adds a 
sunset date of January 1, 2022, to all existing tax credits that do 
not currently have a sunset date.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1520  Increase in property tax; public hearing. 
Changes the notice required by a governing body for a public 
hearing when a reassessment of real property in a locality 
would result in an increase of one percent or more in the prop-
erty tax levied. Current law requires notice to be published at 
least 30 days in advance of a public hearing through both pub-
lication in a newspaper of general circulation and posting in a 
prominent location in the building where the government body 
conducts its business. The bill would require newspaper publi-
cation at least 25 days in advance and would continue to 
require notice in the government building to be posted at least 
30 days in advance.  
Patron - Ebbin

SB1526  Income-producing realty; income data. 
Authorizes the owner of certain income-producing realty to 
submit documents other than statements of income and 
expenses to a real estate assessor, board of assessors, or depart-
ment of real estate assessments for purposes of valuation of the 
property. The bill specifies that such other documents include 
appraisals, tax returns that demonstrate the income generated 
by the property, or other documents relevant to the valuation of 
the property.  
Patron - Obenshain

SB1531  Dependent care tax credit for qualified 
teachers. Creates a tax credit for the household and dependent 
care expenses of teachers who teach at public elementary or 
secondary schools in the Commonwealth at which at least 40% 
of the students qualify for free or reduced lunch. The credit 
would be equal to the federal household and dependent care tax 
credit and would be in addition to the state income tax deduc-
tion for such expenses. The total amount of credits available 
would be capped at $1 million per year. The credit would be 
available for taxable years beginning on and after January 1, 
2017, but before January 1, 2022.  
Patron - Lewis

SB1540  Certain tax credits; aggregate caps. 
Reduces the total aggregate caps of the historic rehabilitation 
tax credit, the research and development expenses tax credit, 

the major research and development expenses tax credit, and 
the land preservation tax credit over a period of 10 years, so 
that no credits are available for any of the credits beginning in 
2027.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1544   County food and beverage tax; York 
County. Authorizes York County to impose a food and bever-
age tax at a rate of up to eight percent. The Board of Supervi-
sors would be required to hold a public hearing and adopt an 
ordinance implementing the tax by a unanimous vote, but 
would not be required to hold a referendum.   
Patron - Norment

SB1545 Individual income tax credit; return of 
budget surplus. Requires several actions relating to Virginia 
taxable income if a general fund surplus is recorded in a fiscal 
year. First, the bill establishes a refundable individual income 
tax credit that is a portion of the general fund surplus for the 
corresponding fiscal year. If $50 million or more in general 
fund surplus remains after assignments of the surplus for the 
Revenue Stabilization Fund, the Virginia Water Quality 
Improvement Fund, the Transportation Trust Fund, and other 
mandatory assignments, then a refundable income tax credit 
would be allowed for the corresponding taxable year equal to 
the remaining surplus divided by the number of individual 
income tax returns filed for the most recent taxable year. If less 
than $50 million in general fund surplus remains after such 
mandatory assignments, no tax credit would be available and 
the remaining surplus would be assigned by the Comptroller 
for nonrecurring expenditures. The credit could be claimed 
only by those individuals who were required under Virginia 
law to file an individual income tax return and filed such 
return. Second, if actual general fund revenues exceed the offi-
cial general fund forecast by at least $500 million in a fiscal 
year, the income tax rate for Virginia taxable income in excess 
of $17,000 shall be lowered by one-quarter of one percent for 
the subsequent taxable year, until all income in excess of 
$5,000 is taxed at a rate of five percent. Finally, if actual gen-
eral fund revenues exceed the official general fund forecast by 
at least $50 million in a fiscal year, the corporate income tax 
rate shall be lowered by one percent for the subsequent taxable 
year.
Patron - Vogel

SB1562 Medicaid Supplemental Rate Fund. Creates 
the Medicaid Supplemental Rate Fund (the Fund) as a subfund 
of the Virginia Health Care Fund. Moneys in the Fund will be 
used to raise base Medicaid reimbursement rates for hospitals 
and health care providers in the Commonwealth. The bill 
requires nonprofit hospitals with over $300 million in annual 
revenues to pay state and local sales and use taxes, and such 
sales tax revenues will be deposited into the Fund. Nonprofit 
hospitals are currently exempt from paying state and local sales 
and use tax. 
Patron - Dunnavant
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Passed

HB1422 Virginia Consumer Protection Act; storm-
related repairs. Provides that it is a prohibited practice under 
the Virginia Consumer Protection Act for a supplier to engage 
in fraudulent or improper or dishonest conduct while engaged 
in a transaction that was initiated (i) during a declared state of 
emergency or (ii) to repair damage resulting from the event 
that prompted the declaration of a state of emergency, regard-
less of whether the supplier is a licensed contractor. This bill is 
identical to SB 839.
Patron - Ware

HB1542 Home service contract providers. Shifts 
responsibility for regulating home service contract providers 
from the State Corporation Commission to the Commissioner 
of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The 
measure provides that home service contracts are not contracts 
of insurance and are not subject to regulation under the Com-
monwealth's insurance laws. Home service contracts are agree-
ments to perform the service repair, replacement, or 
maintenance, or indemnification therefor, with regard to com-
ponents, parts, appliances, or systems of a residential home 
property. Providers of such contracts are required to register 
with the Commissioner, which registration shall not require fil-
ing of forms or rate information. Providers are required to 
maintain a funded reserve account for their obligations under 
the contracts that is not less than 40 percent of gross consider-
ation received, less claims paid, on the sale of the home service 
contract for all in-force home service contracts sold in the 
Commonwealth. Providers are also required to file a bond with 
the Commissioner. In lieu of the requirements for a reserve 
account and bond, a provider may demonstrate financial 
responsibility by filing a copy of a liability insurance policy 
that covers 100 percent of the provider's home service contract 
liabilities. The measure includes provisions addressing the 
adoption of regulations, investigations, production of records, 
and penalties for violations that are similar to the existing pro-
visions applicable to extended service contract providers. Pro-
viders with a net worth in excess of $100 million are exempt 
from the provisions of the measure. Certain maintenance and 
service agreements are exempted. The measure includes a min-
imum tax provision that requires such entities to pay income 
tax at a level that provides the same revenue as is currently 
paid in gross premium tax. The minimum tax is in lieu of all 
other state and local license fees or license taxes on providers 
and home service contracts. The measure has a delayed effec-
tive date of January 1, 2018.
Patron - Kilgore

HB1825 Rights to resell tickets; civil penalty. Pro-
hibits any person that issues tickets for admission to a profes-
sional concert, professional sporting event, or professional 
theatrical production, open to the public for which tickets are 
ordinarily sold, from issuing the ticket solely through a deliv-
ery method that substantially prevents the ticket purchaser 
from lawfully reselling the ticket on the Internet ticketing plat-
form of the ticket purchaser's choice. The measure also prohib-

its a person from being discriminated against or denied 
admission to an event solely on the basis that the person resold 
a ticket, or purchased a resold ticket, on a specific Internet tick-
eting platform. A person violating these prohibitions is subject 
to a civil penalty of not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000. 
This bill is identical to SB 1425.
Patron - Albo

SB839 Virginia Consumer Protection Act; storm-
related repairs. Provides that it is a prohibited practice under 
the Virginia Consumer Protection Act for a supplier to engage 
in fraudulent or improper or dishonest conduct while engaged 
in a transaction that was initiated (i) during a declared state of 
emergency or (ii) to repair damage resulting from the event 
that prompted the declaration of a state of emergency, regard-
less of whether the supplier is a licensed contractor. This bill is 
identical to HB 1422.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1309 Transacting business under assumed 
name; filing certificate; penalty. Prohibits a person from con-
ducting or transacting business under any assumed or fictitious 
name unless such person files in the office of the clerk of the 
State Corporation Commission a certificate of assumed or ficti-
tious name. The measure specifies the requirements for a cer-
tificate of assumed or fictitious name. A person who signs a 
certificate the person knows is false in any material respect 
with intent that the certificate be delivered to the Commission 
for filing is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The measure 
eliminates the existing requirement that a person conducting 
business under an assumed or fictitious name file a certificate 
with the clerk of the circuit court where the business is to be 
conducted. An enactment clause provides that the act shall be 
applied prospectively only, does not affect the validity of a cer-
tificate filed prior to the act's effective date, and does not 
require any person who was in compliance with applicable 
laws regarding fictitious or assumed name certificates prior to 
the act's effective date to take any action to comply with the 
act's requirements. The measure has a delayed effective date of 
May 1, 2019.
Patron - Norment

SB1328  Enterprise zone grants and tax credits; 
qualified real property improvement expenditures. Pro-
vides that an expenditure for an improvement to real property 
may qualify for a grant or tax credit regardless of whether it is 
capitalized or deducted as a business expense under federal 
Treasury Regulations. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1425 Rights to resell tickets; civil penalty. Pro-
hibits any person that issues tickets for admission to a profes-
sional concert, professional sporting event, or professional 
theatrical production, open to the public for which tickets are 
ordinarily sold, from issuing the ticket solely through a deliv-
ery method that substantially prevents the ticket purchaser 
from lawfully reselling the ticket on the Internet ticketing plat-
form of the ticket purchaser's choice. The measure also prohib-
its a person from being discriminated against or denied 
admission to an event solely on the basis that the person resold 
a ticket, or purchased a resold ticket, on a specific Internet tick-
eting platform. A person violating these prohibitions is subject 
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to a civil penalty of not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000. 
This bill is identical to HB 1825.
Patron - Stanley

Failed

HB2266 Retail establishments and restaurants; 
posting of signs relating to firearms policy. Provides that if a 
retail establishment or restaurant has a policy that permits the 
carrying of firearms onto the premises, the proprietor or other 
person in charge of the retail establishment or restaurant must 
post in an appropriate place, in a clear, conspicuous, and suffi-
cient manner, a "Firearms Permitted" sign. The bill imposes a 
civil penalty of not more than $25 for failure to post such signs, 
to be paid into the Literary Fund. 
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2375  Virginia Home Solicitation Sales Act; pro-
hibited solicitation; penalty. Provides that no seller or person 
acting for him shall make or attempt to make a home solicita-
tion sale on residential property to any person that displays a 
no soliciting sign on one or more entry doors on such property, 
except as may be permissible under the Solicitation of Contri-
butions Act. The bill defines "residential property" and "no 
soliciting sign" and provides that any seller who knowingly 
violates this provision is guilty of a trespass. The bill also sets 
out exceptions to its applicability.  
Patron - Watts

HB2430  Automatic renewal offers and continuous 
service offers; penalties. Prohibits a supplier making an auto-
matic renewal or continuous service offer to a consumer in the 
Commonwealth from (i) failing to present the automatic 
renewal or continuous service offer terms in a clear and con-
spicuous manner, (ii) charging the consumer for an automatic 
renewal or continuous service without first obtaining the con-
sumer's affirmative consent, and (iii) failing to provide an 
acknowledgment that includes the automatic renewal or con-
tinuous service offer terms, cancellation policy, and informa-
tion regarding how to cancel in a manner that is capable of 
being retained by the consumer. In the case of a material 
change in the terms of the automatic renewal or continuous ser-
vice offer, the bill would require the supplier to provide the 
consumer with a clear and conspicuous notice of the material 
change and information regarding how to cancel. The measure 
provides that in any case in which a supplier sends any goods, 
wares, merchandise, or products to a consumer under a contin-
uous service agreement or automatic renewal of a purchase 
without first obtaining the consumer's affirmative consent, the 
goods, wares, merchandise, or products shall for all purposes 
be deemed an unconditional gift to the consumer. The bill 
exempts certain services and businesses from its provisions. A 
violation is a prohibited practice under the Virginia Consumer 
Protection Act. The measure has a delayed effective date of 
December 1, 2017.   
Patron - Simon

SB1010 Virginia Casino Gaming Commission; reg-
ulation of casino gaming; penalties. Creates the Virginia 
Casino Gaming Commission (the Commission) as the licens-
ing body for casino gaming. The bill specifies the licensing 

requirements for casino gaming and imposes penalties for vio-
lations of the casino gaming law. The bill also requires the 
Commission to establish a voluntary exclusion program allow-
ing persons to voluntarily exclude themselves from the gaming 
areas of facilities under the jurisdiction of the Commission. 
Under the bill, casino gaming is limited to localities in which at 
least 40 percent of the land area is exempt from local real prop-
erty taxation pursuant to federal law or subdivisions (a) (1) 
through (a) 5 and (a) 7 of Article X, Section 6 of the Constitu-
tion of Virginia. In addition, the bill establishes the Problem 
Gambling Treatment and Support Fund administered by the 
Commissioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Ser-
vices to provide counseling and other support services for com-
pulsive and problem gamblers, develop problem gambling 
treatment and prevention programs, and provide grants to sup-
porting organizations that provide assistance to compulsive 
gamblers. The bill requires proceeds of the gross receipts tax 
and admission tax imposed on casino gaming operators to be 
paid as follows: (i) one percent into the Problem Gambling 
Treatment and Support Fund, (ii) 10 percent to the locality in 
which the casino gaming operation is located, and (iii) 89 per-
cent into the Toll Mitigation Fund, which shall be used to miti-
gate the tolls established to support construction and 
maintenance of the Dominion Boulevard Bridge and Roadway 
Improvement Project and the Downtown Tunnel/Midtown 
Tunnel/Martin Luther King Freeway Extension Project.
Patron - Lucas

SB1011 Virginia Casino Gaming Commission; reg-
ulation of casino gaming; penalties. Creates the Virginia 
Casino Gaming Commission (the Commission) as the licens-
ing body for casino gaming. The bill specifies the licensing 
requirements for casino gaming and imposes penalties for vio-
lations of the casino gaming law. Casino gaming shall be lim-
ited to localities that have passed a referendum on the question 
of allowing casino gaming in the locality. The bill also requires 
the Commission to establish a voluntary exclusion program 
allowing persons to voluntarily exclude themselves from the 
gaming areas of facilities under the jurisdiction of the Commis-
sion. In addition, the bill establishes the Problem Gambling 
Treatment and Support Fund administered by the Commis-
sioner of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to 
provide counseling and other support services for compulsive 
and problem gamblers, develop problem gambling treatment 
and prevention programs, and provide grants to supporting 
organizations that provide assistance to compulsive gamblers. 
The bill requires proceeds of the gross receipts tax and admis-
sion tax imposed on casino gaming operators to be paid as fol-
lows: (i) one percent into the Problem Gambling Treatment and 
Support Fund, (ii) 10 percent to the locality in which the casino 
gaming operation is located, and (iii) 89 percent into the Toll 
Mitigation Fund, which shall be used to mitigate the tolls 
established to support construction and maintenance of the 
Dominion Boulevard Bridge and Roadway Improvement Proj-
ect and the Downtown Tunnel/Midtown Tunnel/Martin Luther 
King Freeway Extension Project. 
Patron - Lucas

SB1125  Virginia Consumer Protection Act; open-
end credit plans. Makes a violation of the requirements appli-
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cable to open-end credit plan lending a prohibited practice 
under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.   
Patron - Surovell

SB1264 Virginia Telephone Privacy Protection Act.
Provides that a seller may be held liable for violations of the 
Virginia Telephone Privacy Protection Act that are committed 
by a third-party telemarketer under common law principles of 
agency when the third-party telemarketer initiates telephone 
solicitation calls on behalf of or for the benefit of the seller. A 
seller shall not be held liable if the third-party telemarketer 
fails to follow its contractual obligations with the seller or fails 
to adhere to any guidelines, directions, practices, or policies of 
the seller for conducting telephone solicitations and communi-
cations. The measure defines "seller" as any entity that benefits 
from the sale of property or services marketed by a telephone 
solicitation call, including an entity that engages in the market-
ing or selling of names or data containing the identity of poten-
tial customers or sales leads. The measure also provides that a 
telephone solicitation call includes a telephone call made to a 
wireless phone registered to any natural person who is a resi-
dent of the Commonwealth if the purpose of the telephone call 
is the offering or advertising of any goods or services for sale, 
lease, license, or investment, including the offering or advertis-
ing of an extension of credit. 
Patron - Black

SB1499   Virginia Riverboat Gaming Commission; 
regulation of riverboat gaming; penalties. Creates the Vir-
ginia Riverboat Gaming Commission as the licensing body for 
riverboat gaming. The bill specifies the licensing requirements 
for riverboat gaming and imposes penalties for violations of 
the riverboat gaming law, and it directs that riverboat gaming 
shall be limited to localities that have passed a referendum on 
the question of allowing riverboat gaming in the locality. The 
bill requires proceeds of the adjusted gross receipts tax and 
admission tax imposed on riverboat gaming licensees to be 
paid as follows: (i) 50 percent to the locality in which the river-
boat gaming operation is located and (ii) 50 percent into the 
Transportation Trust Fund.  
Patron - Lucas

Unemployment Compensation

Passed

SB988  Virginia Employment Commission; popula-
tion projections. Eliminates the requirement that the Virginia 
Employment Commission prepare population projections for 
the Commonwealth for use by the General Assembly and cer-
tain state agencies.  
Patron - Dance

Failed

HB1436  Unemployment compensation; wage off-
set. Provides that the weekly unemployment benefit to which 
an eligible individual is entitled shall be reduced by one-half of 

the amount of any wages payable to the individual. Currently, 
such individual's weekly benefit amount is reduced on a dollar-
for-dollar basis by any wages in excess of $50 that the individ-
ual earns in that week.    
Patron - Head

HB1980  Virginia Employment Commission; jobs 
reports. Requires the Virginia Employment Commission to 
state, in any public report providing data on the number of jobs 
created or filled in the Commonwealth, whether the jobs are 
permanent full-time positions. If the jobs are not permanent 
full-time positions, the Commission shall set out the number of 
those jobs that are permanent full-time positions and those that 
are not.  
Patron - Poindexter

HB2126 Family and Medical Leave Insurance Pro-
gram. Entitles individuals to a family and medical leave insur-
ance (FMLI) benefit payment for each month they are engaged 
in qualified caregiving, not to exceed 60 qualified caregiving 
days per year. Qualified caregiving means an activity, except 
regular employment, for a reason an individual is entitled to 
leave under the federal Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993. 
Benefits would amount to 66 percent of an individual's 
monthly wages, based on highest annual earnings from the 
prior three years, up to a capped monthly amount, and would 
be indexed to the national average wage index. If a person 
takes the maximum number of days, the benefits would range 
from a minimum benefit of $580 to a maximum benefit of 
$4,000 per month in the program's first year. To be eligible for 
benefits, an individual is required to (i) be insured for disability 
insurance benefits under the Social Security Act at the time his 
application is filed; (ii) have earned income from employment 
during the 12 months before filing the application; (iii) have 
filed an application for an FMLI benefit; and (iv) have been 
engaged in qualified caregiving, or anticipate being so 
engaged, during the 90-day period before the application is 
filed or within 30 days thereafter. The measure establishes the 
Family and Medical Insurance Leave Fund and requires FMLI 
benefit payments to be made only from this Fund. A tax of 0.2 
percent is imposed on the wages received by every individual, 
and an excise tax of 0.2 percent of the wages paid in any calen-
dar year by the employer with respect to their employment is 
imposed on employers. The measure has a delayed effective 
date of January 1, 2018.
Patron - Levine

Virginia Energy Plan

Passed

SB1258  Virginia Solar Energy Development and 
Energy Storage Authority. Continues the Virginia Solar 
Energy Development Authority and renames it the Virginia 
Solar Energy Development and Energy Storage Authority. The 
measure expands the purposes of the authority to include posi-
tioning the Commonwealth as a leader in research, develop-
ment, commercialization, manufacturing, and deployment of 
energy storage technology. The powers of the Authority are 
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expanded to include (i) promoting collaborative efforts among 
Virginia's public and private institutions of higher education in 
research, development, and commercialization efforts related 
to energy storage; (ii) monitoring relevant developments 
nationally and globally; and (iii) identifying and working with 
the Commonwealth's industries and nonprofit partners. The 
size of the Authority is expanded from 11 to 15 members. This 
bill received Governor’s recommendations.   
Patron - Ebbin

Failed

HB2018  Virginia Alternative Energy and Coastal 
Protection Act. Requires the Governor to seek to join the 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative or other carbon trading 
program with an open auction of carbon allowances. The 
Department of Environmental Quality is directed to establish a 
carbon dioxide cap and trade program to reduce emissions 
released by electric generation stations. The revenues from the 
sale of carbon allowances are to be deposited in the Virginia 
Shoreline Resiliency Fund, a revolving fund established in 
2016 for the purposes of mitigating future flood damage and 
creating a low-interest loan program to help residents and busi-
nesses that are subject to recurrent flooding.  
Patron - Villanueva

Waters of the State, Ports and 
Harbors

Passed

HB1597 Local stormwater management utility; 
waiver of charges; stormwater retained on site. Requires 
any locality establishing a stormwater management utility to 
provide a full or partial waiver of charges for a person whose 
approved stormwater management plan indicates that the 
stormwater produced by his property is retained and treated on 
site. 
Patron - Webert

HB1619 Watershed discharge permits; review of 
allocations. Directs the State Water Control Board to incorpo-
rate into the general permit procedures by which it will, every 
10 years beginning in 2020, (i) review load allocations to 
determine whether changes in the use of a facility have halted 
or reduced nutrient discharges and (ii) determine, prior to reis-
suing the general permit, the need for reallocations based on a 
variety of factors, including changes in treatment technologies 
and land use.
Patron - Bulova

HB1774 Stormwater and erosion control; work 
group; stormwater laws. Directs the Commonwealth Center 
for Recurrent Flooding Resiliency (the Center) to convene a 
work group to consider alternative methods of stormwater 
management in rural Tidewater localities. The bill provides 
that the group is to be facilitated by the Virginia Coastal Policy 

Center at William and Mary Law School and is to include rep-
resentatives of institutions of higher education, state agencies, 
local governments, private industry, and other groups. The bill 
provides that the work group is to review and consider the cre-
ation of rural development growth areas, the development of a 
volume credit program, the payment of fees to support regional 
best management practices, and the allowance of the use of 
stormwater in highway ditches to generate volume credits. The 
bill requires the Center to report the results of the work group's 
examination to the Governor and the Chairmen of the House 
Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources 
and the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and 
Natural Resources by January 1, 2018, which is the date the 
work group provisions of the bill are set to expire. The bill also 
delays from July 1, 2017, to July 1, 2018, the effective date of 
new stormwater laws enacted during the 2016 Session of the 
General Assembly.
Patron - Hodges

HB2009 Stormwater and erosion management; 
administration of program by certified third party. Autho-
rizes the hiring of certified third-party professionals to admin-
ister any or all aspects of a program for the management of 
stormwater and erosion, including plan review and inspection 
but not including enforcement, on behalf of (i) an erosion and 
stormwater management program authority, which is the State 
Water Control Board or a locality approved by the State Water 
Control Board, or (ii) a stormwater management program 
authority, which can be a locality, a state entity, or another type 
of entity. 
Patron - Hodges

HB2076 State Water Control Board; stormwater 
management programs; regulations; professional license.
Directs the State Water Control Board to adopt regulations 
requiring that all final plan elements, specifications, or calcula-
tions whose preparation requires a license in engineering, 
architecture, soil science, or a related profession be signed and 
sealed by a licensed professional. The bill requires the regula-
tions to be effective no later than July 1, 2018, and exempts 
them from certain provisions of the Administrative Process 
Act. This bill is identical to SB 1127.
Patron - Wilt

HB2367 Virginia Port Authority; Board of Com-
missioners. Provides that the 11 members of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Virginia Port Authority appointed by the 
Governor no longer serve at the pleasure of the Governor and 
may be removed prior to the expiration of a five-year term only 
for cause. This bill is identical to SB 1415. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Lindsey

HB2383 Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls; Chesa-
peake Bay Watershed. Directs DEQ to identify the owner of 
any combined sewer overflow outfall that discharges into the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed and to determine what actions by 
the owner, if it is not under a state order, are necessary to bring 
such an outfall into compliance with Virginia law, the federal 
Clean Water Act, and the Presumption Approach described in 
the CSO Control Policy of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
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Agency (EPA). The bill requires any owner of such an outfall 
to initiate construction activities by July 1, 2023, to bring it 
into compliance by July 1, 2025. Until compliance is achieved, 
the bill requires the outfall owner to annually report its prog-
ress to DEQ. The bill requires DEQ to provide all such reports 
to certain legislative committees, the Virginia delegation to the 
Chesapeake Bay Commission, the Secretary of Natural 
Resources, and the Governor. The bill does not apply to any 
outfall for which a higher level of control is necessary to com-
ply with a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). This bill is 
identical to SB 898. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.
Patron - Lingamfelter

SB898 Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls; Chesa-
peake Bay Watershed. Directs DEQ to identify the owner of 
any combined sewer overflow outfall that discharges into the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed and to determine what actions by 
the owner, if it is not under a state order, are necessary to bring 
such an outfall into compliance with Virginia law, the federal 
Clean Water Act, and the Presumption Approach described in 
the CSO Control Policy of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). The bill requires any owner of such an outfall 
to initiate construction activities by July 1, 2023, to bring it 
into compliance by July 1, 2025. Until compliance is achieved, 
the bill requires the outfall owner to annually report its prog-
ress to DEQ. The bill requires DEQ to provide all such reports 
to certain legislative committees, the Virginia delegation to the 
Chesapeake Bay Commission, the Secretary of Natural 
Resources, and the Governor. The bill does not apply to any 
outfall for which a higher level of control is necessary to com-
ply with a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). This bill 
incorporates SB 818 and is identical to HB 2383. This bill 
received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Stuart

SB1127 State Water Control Board; stormwater 
management programs; regulations; professional license.
Directs the State Water Control Board to adopt regulations 
requiring that all final plan elements, specifications, or calcula-
tions whose preparation requires a license in engineering, 
architecture, soil science, or a related profession be signed and 
sealed by a licensed professional. The bill requires the regula-
tions to be effective no later than July 1, 2018, and exempts 
them from certain provisions of the Administrative Process 
Act. This bill is identical to HB 2076.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1270 Ohio River Basin Commission; repeal.
Repeals two sections of the Code of Virginia relating to the 
participation by the Commonwealth in the Ohio River Basin 
Commission. The Commission, established by federal execu-
tive order in 1971, was terminated by executive order in 1981. 
This bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Code Commis-
sion.
Patron - McDougle

SB1415 Virginia Port Authority; Board of Com-
missioners. Provides that the 11 members of the Board of 
Commissioners of the Virginia Port Authority appointed by the 
Governor no longer serve at the pleasure of the Governor and 

may be removed prior to the expiration of a five-year term only 
for cause. This bill is identical to HB 2367. This bill received 
Governor’s recommendations. 
Patron - Spruill

Failed

HB1423 Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls; Potomac 
River Watershed. Directs DEQ to identify the owner of any 
combined sewer overflow outfall that discharges into the Poto-
mac River Watershed and to determine what actions by the 
owner are necessary to bring the outfall into compliance with 
Virginia law, the federal Clean Water Act, and the Presumption 
Approach described in the CSO Control Policy of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The bill requires any 
owner of such an outfall to bring it into compliance with the 
EPA policy by July 1, 2027. The bill does not apply to any out-
fall for which a higher level of control is necessary to comply 
with a Total Maximum Daily Load. 
Patron - Albo

HB1860  Aboveground storage tanks; fund; civil 
and criminal penalties. Directs the State Water Control Board 
(the Board) to regulate aboveground storage tanks that measure 
more than 5,000 gallons in capacity and are used to contain 
dangerous substances other than oil. The bill directs the Board 
to adopt regulations that establish construction standards, 
requirements for registration, certification, and inspection, and 
other requirements of tank owners and establish a schedule of 
fees. The bill authorizes the Board to require the owner to 
undertake corrective action, or to undertake its own corrective 
action, in the event of a release of a regulated substance. The 
bill requires tank owners to register their tanks, develop release 
response plans, upgrade certain older tanks, install containment 
infrastructure for certain tanks, notify certain parties in the 
event of a release of a regulated substance, and demonstrate 
their financial responsibility. The bill also creates the Abo-
veground Storage Tank Fund and provides for civil and crimi-
nal penalties for violations of requirements of the bill.  
Patron - Lopez

HB1870  Discharge of deleterious substance into 
state waters; notice. Requires any person who unlawfully dis-
charges any deleterious substance into state waters to give 
written notice to the State Water Control Board. Current law 
requires written notice to be given only to the Department of 
Environmental Quality. The bill also requires the Board or the 
Department to give the reported discharge information to local 
newspapers, television stations, and radio stations as soon as 
practicable after receiving it.  
Patron - Lopez

HB2008  Stormwater; erosion and sediment con-
trol; 10,000 square foot minimum disturbance. Increases 
from 2,500 square feet to 10,000 square feet the minimum area 
of land disturbance within a Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
Area that triggers the applicability of erosion or stormwater 
management programs. Current law establishes a 10,000-
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square-foot threshold for land-disturbing activities that are 
located outside of Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas.   
Patron - Hodges

HB2012  Stormwater; failed best management 
practice. Directs the State Water Control Board to adopt regu-
lations that (i) define a failed best management practice (Failed 
BMP), (ii) establish criteria for determining whether a particu-
lar installed BMP qualifies as a Failed BMP, and (iii) direct the 
Department of Environmental Quality, at the request of the 
locality, to assume, by contract with the locality, the responsi-
bility for enforcing the operation and maintenance obligations 
of the owner of a Failed BMP. The bill defines a BMP for pur-
poses of the Stormwater Management Act (§ 62.1-44.15:24 et 
seq.) as a structural practice, nonstructural practice, or other 
management practice used to prevent or reduce nutrient loads 
associated with stormwater from reaching surface waters or the 
adverse effects thereof.   
Patron - Hodges

SB818 Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO) outfalls; Potomac 
River Watershed. Directs DEQ to identify the owner of any 
combined sewer overflow outfall that discharges into the Poto-
mac River Watershed and to determine what actions by the 
owner are necessary to bring the outfall into compliance with 
Virginia law, the federal Clean Water Act, and the Presumption 
Approach described in the CSO Control Policy of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The bill requires any 
owner of such an outfall to bring it into compliance with the 
EPA policy by July 1, 2027. The bill does not apply to any out-
fall for which a higher level of control is necessary to comply 
with a Total Maximum Daily Load. This bill was incorporated 
into SB898. 
Patron - Surovell

SB819  City of Alexandria; Combined Sewer Over-
flow (CSO) system permit; Potomac River outfall. Directs 
the State Water Control Board to include in the next renewal of 
the Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit for 
the Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) system of the City of 
Alexandria (City) a requirement that the City complete by Jan-
uary 1, 2029, an assessment of the discharges from Combined 
Sewer Outfall Number 001 into the Potomac River. The bill 
requires the assessment to incorporate any improvements 
meant to address discharges from any part of the City's CSO 
system and to determine what control technologies may be 
required to meet applicable regulations.   
Patron - Ebbin

SB1399  Coal combustion by-product impound-
ments; closure requirements. Directs the Department of 
Environmental Quality to require the closure of surface 
impoundments of coal combustion by-products, commonly 
called coal ash ponds, by July 1, 2021. The bill applies to 
impoundments that managed such by-products from the gener-
ation of electricity by an electric utility or independent power 
producer prior to December 22, 2016, including those 
impoundments that, prior to December 22, 2016, have been 
closed by capping in place or have received Department 
approval for closure by capping in place. The bill requires that 
the coal combustion by-products be removed for disposal in a 

permitted landfill meeting federal criteria and that the 
impoundment site be reclaimed in a manner consistent with 
federal mine reclamation standards for the closure to be 
deemed complete. The bill allows an investor-owned public 
electric utility to recover the costs of closure from customers.  
Patron - Surovell

Welfare (Social Services)

Passed

HB1451 Department of Social Services; survey for 
children aging out of foster care. Directs the Department of 
Social Services, in coordination with the Commission on 
Youth, to develop a process and standardized survey to gather 
feedback from children aging out of foster care.
Patron - Farrell

HB1568 Child care providers; criminal history 
background check; penalty. Requires the following individu-
als to undergo a fingerprint-based national criminal history 
background check: (i) applicants for employment by, employ-
ees of, applicants to serve as volunteers with, and volunteers 
with any licensed family day system, child day center exempt 
from licensure pursuant to § 63.2-1716, registered family day 
home, or family day home approved by a family day system; 
(ii) applicants for licensure as a family day system, registration 
as a family day home, or approval as a family day home by a 
family day system, as well as their agents and any adult living 
in such family day home; and (iii) individuals who apply for or 
enter into a contract with the Department of Social Services 
under which a child day center, family day home, or child day 
program will provide child care services funded by the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant, as well as the applicant's 
current or prospective employees and volunteers, agents, and 
any adult living in the child day center or family day home. 
The bill also mandates that all background checks required 
pursuant to §§ 63.2-1720.1 and 63.2-1721.1 be completed by 
September 30, 2017, or by the date specified on any federal 
waiver obtained by the Commonwealth, and every five years 
thereafter. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2018. The 
bill further provides that if any provision of the federal Child 
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014 establishing a 
corresponding requirement is repealed prior to July 1, 2018, 
the provision of the bill establishing such requirement shall 
expire upon the date of such repeal. This bill is identical to SB 
897.
Patron - Orrock

HB1604 Foster care; reasonable efforts to prevent 
removal of child. Allows a local board of social services to 
take a child into immediate custody pursuant to an emergency 
removal order in cases in which the child is alleged to have 
been abused or neglected and allows a court to issue certain 
orders in such cases, without requiring that reasonable efforts 
be made to prevent removal of the child from his home if (i) 
the parental residual rights of the child's parent over a sibling 
were involuntarily terminated; (ii) the parent was convicted of 
murder or voluntary manslaughter, or a felony attempt, con-
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spiracy, or solicitation to commit any such offense, if the vic-
tim was a child of or resided with the parent or was the other 
parent of the child; (iii) the parent was convicted of felony 
assault resulting in serious bodily injury or felony bodily 
wounding resulting in serious bodily injury or felony sexual 
assault, if the victim was a child of or resided with the parent; 
or (iv) on the basis of clear and convincing evidence, the parent 
has subjected any child to aggravated circumstances or aban-
doned a child under circumstances that would justify the termi-
nation of residual parental rights. The bill provides that, in each 
permanency planning hearing and in any hearing regarding the 
transition of the child from foster care to independent living, 
the court shall consult with the child, unless the court finds that 
such consultation is not in the best interests of the child. The 
bill makes other changes related to foster care to comply with 
federal requirements. 
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1786 In utero exposure to a controlled sub-
stance. Requires local departments of social services to collect 
information during a family assessment to determine whether 
the mother of a child who was exposed in utero to a controlled 
substance sought substance abuse counseling or treatment prior 
to the child's birth. The bill requires mandated reporters of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect to make a report if a finding is 
made by a health care provider (i) within six weeks following a 
child's birth that the child was born affected by substance abuse 
or experiencing withdrawal symptoms resulting from in utero 
drug exposure; (ii) within four years following a child's birth 
that the child has an illness, disease, or condition that is attrib-
utable to maternal abuse of a controlled substance during preg-
nancy; or (iii) within four years following a child's birth that 
the child has a fetal alcohol spectrum disorder attributable to in 
utero exposure to alcohol. The bill provides that if a local 
department of social services receives a report or complaint of 
suspected child abuse or neglect on the basis of one or more of 
the aforementioned factors, the local department shall (a) con-
duct a family assessment, unless an investigation is required by 
law or is necessary to protect the safety of the child, and (b) 
develop a plan of safe care in accordance with federal law. The 
bill directs the State Board of Social Services to promulgate 
regulations to implement the provisions of the bill. This bill is 
identical to SB 1086.
Patron - Stolle

HB1795 Adoptive and foster placements; Mutual 
Family Assessment home study. Requires that home studies 
conducted by local boards of social services to determine the 
appropriateness of an adoptive or foster placement comply 
with the Mutual Family Assessment home study template and 
any addenda thereto developed by the Department of Social 
Services. The bill authorizes the Department to amend or 
update its Mutual Family Assessment home study template and 
any addenda thereto when necessary to improve the process of 
adoptive and foster placements, provided that such amend-
ments or updates do not lessen the requirements of the home 
study process.
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HB1837 Licensure exemptions; private preschool 
programs. Modifies the licensure exemption requirements for 
certified preschool programs operated by a private school that 

is accredited by an organization recognized by the Board of 
Education. The bill removes the list of accrediting associations 
from the licensure exemption language and provides a refer-
ence to the Code section that establishes the process for recog-
nition of accrediting organizations by the Board of Education. 
The bill removes certain licensure exemption requirements that 
such preschool programs must meet and modifies others, 
including (i) increasing the amount of time children may attend 
such programs per day from four hours to five hours and (ii) 
lowering the minimum age of children permitted to attend the 
programs from age four to age three. The bill also allows the 
Commissioner of Social Services to inspect such preschool 
programs to ensure compliance with applicable requirements, 
either annually or in response to a complaint, and requires such 
schools to report all incidents involving serious injury to or 
death of a child attending the school. 
Patron - Orrock

HB1919 Assisted living facilities; cap on civil pen-
alties. Increases the aggregate amount of civil penalties that 
the Commissioner of Social Services may assess against an 
assisted living facility for noncompliance with the terms of its 
license from $10,000 per 24-month period to $10,000 per 12-
month period. This bill is identical to SB 1191.
Patron - Robinson

HB1922 Financial exploitation of adults; reporting 
to local law enforcement. Clarifies that all cases involving 
suspected financial exploitation of an adult shall be immedi-
ately referred to a local law-enforcement agency for investiga-
tion. The bill directs local law-enforcement agencies to provide 
a preferred point of contact for referrals. This bill is identical to 
SB 1462.
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HB1942 Fostering Futures program; background 
check. Requires any individual participating in the Fostering 
Futures program to undergo a background check, which 
includes submitting to fingerprinting and a national criminal 
history record check. The bill provides that the results of such 
background check shall be used for the sole purpose of deter-
mining whether other children should be placed or remain in 
the same foster home as the individual subject to the back-
ground check. The bill defines "individual participating in the 
Fostering Futures program" as a person who is 18 years of age 
or older but has not reached 21 years of age and is receiving 
foster care services through the Fostering Futures program.
Patron - Peace

HB1945 Adult exploitation. Broadens the definition 
of "adult exploitation" for the purposes of social services laws 
to include the unauthorized, improper, or fraudulent use of an 
adult 60 years of age or older, or 18 years of age or older who 
is incapacitated, or his funds, property, benefits, or other assets 
for the benefit of another, including a caregiver or person serv-
ing in a fiduciary capacity, or that deprives the adult of his 
rightful use of or access to such funds, property, benefits, or 
other assets. The bill provides that "adult exploitation" includes 
(i) an intentional breach of a fiduciary obligation to an adult to 
his detriment or an intentional failure to use the financial 
resources of an adult in a manner that results in neglect of such 
adult; (ii) the acquisition, possession, or control of an adult's 
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financial resources or property through the use of undue influ-
ence, coercion, or duress; and (iii) forcing or coercing an adult 
to pay for goods or services or perform services against his will 
for another's profit, benefit, or advantage if the adult did not 
agree, or was tricked, misled, or defrauded into agreeing, to 
pay for such goods or services or to perform such services. In 
addition, the requirement that such adult 60 years of age or 
older be incapacitated is removed from the definition, and the 
bill amends the definitions of "adult abuse," "adult neglect," 
and "adult protective services" to apply to adults 60 years of 
age or older, or 18 years of age or older who are incapacitated. 
The bill also broadens the definition of "financial institution 
staff" for the purposes of protecting aged or incapacitated 
adults to include any employee, agent, qualified individual, or 
representative of a bank, trust company, savings institution, 
loan association, consumer finance company, credit union, 
investment company, investment advisor, securities firm, 
accounting firm, or insurance company.
Patron - Peace

HB2002 Department of Social Services; refugee 
and immigrant resettlements; report. Requires nonprofit 
resettlement agencies and their local affiliates that provide ref-
ugee or other immigrant resettlement services in the Common-
wealth to annually report to the Department of Social Services 
nonidentifying information regarding (i) the total number of 
individuals resettled in Virginia by such nonprofit resettlement 
agency or affiliate; (ii) the locality in which each individual 
was placed; (iii) the age, gender, and national origin of each 
individual; and (iv) whether each individual was placed 
through the U.S. Refugee Resettlement Program and, if so, the 
eligibility status of such individuals. The bill requires the 
Department to collate and annually submit such information to 
the Governor and the General Assembly.  This bill was vetoed 
by the Governor.
Patron - Poindexter

HB2092 Application for public assistance; eligibil-
ity; review of records. Requires entities processing applica-
tions for medical assistance and other public assistance to 
conduct a review of death records and records relating to incar-
ceration status, employment status, and income of the applicant 
to determine whether the applicant is eligible for assistance and 
to review the records of the Virginia Lottery to determine 
whether the applicant has received any winnings from the Vir-
ginia Lottery that may constitute income or resources for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for medical assistance or 
public assistance. The bill also requires the Department of 
Social Services to report annually on the types and sources of 
information reviewed in verifying eligibility and the number of 
applications for public assistance approved, denied, or referred 
for investigation.  This bill was vetoed by the Governor.
Patron - LaRock

HB2156 Licensure of facilities operated by agen-
cies of the Commonwealth. Provides for licensure of child 
welfare agencies operated by agencies of the Commonwealth. 
Patron - Rasoul

HB2207 Food stamp program; excessive requests 
for replacement of electronic benefit transfer card. 
Requires the Department of Social Services (the Department) 

to monitor all requests for replacement of electronic benefit 
transfer (EBT) cards issued to food stamp program recipients. 
The bill provides that a request for replacement of an EBT card 
shall be deemed excessive if a food stamp program recipient or 
a member of his household has made four such requests within 
12 months prior to the request. The bill requires the Depart-
ment, upon receipt of a fourth request for replacement of an 
EBT card within a 12-month period, to give written notice to 
the recipient household that it has reached the threshold allow-
ance for replacement requests, its account is being monitored 
for suspicious activity, and future replacement requests will 
require contact with the Department to provide an explanation 
before a replacement card will be issued. The bill requires the 
Department, upon receipt of a fifth replacement request within 
a 12-month period, to give written notice to the recipient 
household that it has exceeded the threshold allowance for 
replacement requests and that the replacement EBT card is 
being withheld until the household contacts the Department to 
provide an explanation for the high volume of replacement 
requests. The bill provides the terms under which a replace-
ment card will be issued or withheld, delineates factors that 
require the Department to investigate excessive card replace-
ment requests, and sets forth requirements for notices sent 
under the provisions of the bill.  This bill was vetoed by the 
Governor.
Patron - Robinson

HB2215 Adoption assistance for children with spe-
cial needs. Moves the requirement that a child be a citizen or 
legal resident of the United States from the definition of "child 
with special needs" to the eligibility criteria for the adoptive 
parents of such child to receive adoption assistance. The bill 
modifies the exception to the eligibility requirement that 
efforts be made to place the child in an adoptive home without 
the provision of adoption assistance to include consideration of 
the child's best interest due to factors such as the child's devel-
opment of significant emotional ties with his foster parents 
while in their care, provided that the foster parents wish to 
adopt the child. Under current law, the exception is limited to 
situations in which the child has developed emotional ties with 
his foster parents and the foster parents wish to adopt the child. 
The bill modifies other requirements for a child with special 
needs to receive certain types of adoption assistance and for a 
child who is between the ages of 18 and 21 to receive adoption 
assistance. The bill also provides that a representative of the 
Department of Social Services shall negotiate all adoption 
assistance agreements with both existing and prospective adop-
tive parents on behalf of local departments of social services. 
Patron - Toscano

HB2216  Putative Father Registry. Changes the 
name of the Putative Father Registry to the Virginia Birth 
Father Registry and modifies certain registration and notice 
provisions associated with such registry.  
Patron - Toscano

HB2279 Child-protective services; complaints 
involving members of the United States Armed Forces.
Requires local departments of social services to transmit infor-
mation regarding reports, complaints, family assessments, and 
investigations involving children of active duty members of the 
United States Armed Forces or members of their household to 
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family advocacy representatives of the United States Armed 
Forces. Under current law, local departments of social services 
may transmit such information but are only required to trans-
mit information regarding founded complaints or family 
assessments. This bill is identical to SB 1164.
Patron - Hester

SB868 State Board of Social Services; complaints of 
child abuse or neglect where child is under the age of two.
Requires the State Board of Social Services to promulgate reg-
ulations that require local departments of social services to 
respond to valid reports and complaints alleging suspected 
abuse or neglect of a child under the age of two within 24 hours 
of receiving such reports or complaints.
Patron - Favola

SB897 Child care providers; criminal history back-
ground check; penalty. Requires the following individuals to 
undergo a fingerprint-based national criminal history back-
ground check: (i) applicants for employment by, employees of, 
applicants to serve as volunteers with, and volunteers with any 
licensed family day system, child day center exempt from 
licensure pursuant to § 63.2-1716, registered family day home, 
or family day home approved by a family day system; (ii) 
applicants for licensure as a family day system, registration as 
a family day home, or approval as a family day home by a fam-
ily day system, as well as their agents and any adult living in 
such family day home; and (iii) individuals who apply for or 
enter into a contract with the Department of Social Services 
under which a child day center, family day home, or child day 
program will provide child care services funded by the Child 
Care and Development Block Grant, as well as the applicant's 
current or prospective employees and volunteers, agents, and 
any adult living in the child day center or family day home. 
The bill also mandates that all background checks required 
pursuant to §§ 63.2-1720.1 and 63.2-1721.1 be completed by 
September 30, 2017, or by the date specified on any federal 
waiver obtained by the Commonwealth, and every five years 
thereafter. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2018. The 
bill further provides that if any provision of the federal Child 
Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014 establishing a 
corresponding requirement is repealed prior to July 1, 2018, 
the provision of the bill establishing such requirement shall 
expire upon the date of such repeal. This bill is identical to HB 
1568. 
Patron - Wexton

SB1008 Criminal history records checks; barrier 
crimes. Clarifies the individual crimes that constitute a barrier 
for (i) individuals seeking employment at nursing homes, 
home care organizations, hospices, state facilities, and private 
providers licensed by the Department of Behavioral Health and 
Developmental Services, community services boards, behav-
ioral health authorities, assisted living facilities, adult day care 
centers, children's welfare agencies, family day homes 
approved by family day systems, and children's residential 
facilities; (ii) applicants for licensure, registration, or approval 
as assisted living facilities, child welfare agencies, or family 
day homes approved by family day systems; (iii) individuals 
with whom a local board of social services or child-placing 
agency is considering placing a child on an emergency, tempo-
rary, or permanent basis; (iv) foster and adoptive homes seek-

ing approval from child-placing agencies; and (v) providers of 
adult services and adult foster care seeking approval by the 
Department of Social Services. The bill also adds certain 
offenses to the list of barrier crimes. This bill received Gover-
nor’s recommendations.
Patron - Hanger

SB1086 In utero exposure to a controlled sub-
stance. Requires local departments of social services to collect 
information during a family assessment to determine whether 
the mother of a child who was exposed in utero to a controlled 
substance sought substance abuse counseling or treatment prior 
to the child's birth. The bill requires mandated reporters of sus-
pected child abuse or neglect to make a report if a finding is 
made by a health care provider (i) within six weeks following a 
child's birth that the child was born affected by substance abuse 
or experiencing withdrawal symptoms resulting from in utero 
drug exposure; (ii) within four years following a child's birth 
that the child has an illness, disease, or condition that is attrib-
utable to maternal abuse of a controlled substance during preg-
nancy; or (iii) within four years following a child's birth that 
the child has a fetal alcohol spectrum disorder attributable to in 
utero exposure to alcohol. The bill provides that if a local 
department of social services receives a report or complaint of 
suspected child abuse or neglect on the basis of one or more of 
the aforementioned factors, the local department shall (a) con-
duct a family assessment, unless an investigation is required by 
law or is necessary to protect the safety of the child, and (b) 
develop a plan of safe care in accordance with federal law. The 
bill directs the State Board of Social Services to promulgate 
regulations to implement the provisions of the bill. This bill is 
identical to HB 1786.
Patron - Wexton

SB1122 Applicants for public assistance; contact 
information. Requires local departments of social services to 
collect from every applicant for public assistance alternative 
contact information, such as the applicant's email address and 
cell phone number, and the applicant's preferred method of 
contact, including direct mail, email, text message, or phone 
call. Under current law, local departments of social services are 
required to obtain only the applicant's best available address 
and telephone number.
Patron - McPike

SB1164 Child-protective services; complaints 
involving members of the United States Armed Forces.
Requires local departments of social services to transmit infor-
mation regarding reports, complaints, family assessments, and 
investigations involving children of active duty members of the 
United States Armed Forces or members of their household to 
family advocacy representatives of the United States Armed 
Forces. Under current law, local departments of social services 
may transmit such information but are only required to trans-
mit information regarding founded complaints or family 
assessments. This bill is identical to HB 2279.
Patron - Reeves

SB1191 Assisted living facilities; cap on civil penal-
ties. Increases the aggregate amount of civil penalties that the 
Commissioner of Social Services may assess against an 
assisted living facility for noncompliance with the terms of its 
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license from $10,000 per 24-month period to $10,000 per 12-
month period. This bill is identical to HB 1919.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1239 Child day programs; exemptions from 
licensure. Repeals requirements that child day centers oper-
ated by religious institutions must comply with in order to be 
exempt from licensure, including the requirements that such 
child day centers (i) be inspected by the local health depart-
ment and fire marshal for basic health and safety requirements; 
(ii) abide by specified staff-to-child ratios; (iii) are staffed by 
persons who are at least 16 years of age and are supervised if 
less than 18 years of age; (iv) require staff members in supervi-
sory positions to be certified by a physician to be free from any 
disability that would prevent them from caring for children; (v) 
provide certain disclosures to parents and the general public; 
and (vi) establish and implement procedures for hand washing, 
intake and dismissal, daily health screenings and exclusion of 
sick children, ensuring children are in compliance with immu-
nization requirements, keeping the premises free of obvious 
injury hazards, and ensuring that all staff members are able to 
recognize signs of child abuse and neglect. The bill also 
removes certain programs from the list of child day programs 
exempt from licensure and clarifies that such programs are not 
considered child day programs and therefore are not subject to 
licensure. The bill also modifies the terms of certain child day 
programs that remain listed as exempt from licensure, includ-
ing religious-exempt programs, and requires that such pro-
grams (a) file with the Commissioner of Social Services (the 
Commissioner) a statement indicating the intent to operate a 
child day program, identifying the Code provision relied upon 
for exemption from licensure, and certifying that the program 
has disclosed to all the parents the fact that it is exempt from 
licensure; (b) report all incidents involving serious injury to or 
death of children attending the program; (c) have a person 
trained and certified in first aid and cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion (CPR) present; (d) comply with background check 
requirements; (e) maintain daily attendance records; (f) have 
an emergency preparedness plan in place; (g) comply with all 
applicable laws governing transportation of children; (h) com-
ply with certain safe sleep practices for infants; and (i) post in a 
visible location notice that the program is exempt from licen-
sure. The bill adds to the list of child day programs exempt 
from licensure programs offered by local school divisions, 
operated for no more than four hours per day, staffed by local 
school division employees, and attended by school-age chil-
dren who are enrolled in public school within such school divi-
sion. The bill directs the Commissioner to establish a process 
to inspect child day programs exempt from licensure and a pro-
cess to gather and track aggregate data regarding child injuries 
and deaths that occur at such child day programs. The bill has a 
delayed effective date of July 1, 2018, except for the provisions 
related to religious-exempt child day programs and certain 
directives to the Commissioner, which shall become effective 
July 1, 2017. This bill received Governor’s recommendations.
Patron - Hanger

SB1315  Foster care; possession of firearm.
Requires that possession of any firearms or other weapons in a 
foster home comply with federal and state laws and that the 
individual providing foster care services store all firearms, 
other weapons, and ammunition in a locked closet or cabinet 

unless they are being lawfully carried on the individual's per-
son. The bill requires that the key or combination to the locked 
closet or cabinet be maintained out of the reach of all children 
in the home. This bill received Governor’s recommendations. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1434  Assisted living facilities and adult day care 
centers; background checks. Allows licensed assisted living 
facilities and adult day care centers to continue to employ a 
person convicted of one misdemeanor barrier crime not involv-
ing abuse or neglect if five years have elapsed following the 
conviction.  
Patron - Wexton

SB1461 Foster care; enrollment in the Common-
wealth's program of medical assistance. Directs local depart-
ments of social services to ensure that any individual who was 
in foster care on his eighteenth birthday is enrolled, unless the 
individual objects, in the Commonwealth's program of medical 
assistance, provided that such individual is eligible to receive 
such health care services and was enrolled in such program on 
his eighteenth birthday. The bill requires local departments to 
provide basic information about such health care services and 
inform such individuals that, if eligible, they will be enrolled in 
the Commonwealth's program of medical assistance unless 
they object. The bill directs the State Board of Social Services 
to promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of the 
bill.
Patron - McPike

SB1462 Financial exploitation of adults; reporting 
to local law enforcement. Clarifies that all cases involving 
suspected financial exploitation of an adult shall be immedi-
ately referred to a local law-enforcement agency for investiga-
tion. The bill directs local law-enforcement agencies to provide 
a preferred point of contact for referrals. This bill is identical to 
HB 1922.
Patron - McPike

Failed

HB1435 Department of Social Services; pilot pro-
gram for substance abuse screening and assessment for 
VIEW; report. Requires the Department of Social Services to 
develop a pilot program for screening and assessing partici-
pants in the Virginia Initiative for Employment not Welfare 
(VIEW) program for use of illegal substances. The bill requires 
the Department to provide an interim report on implementation 
of the pilot program to the Governor and the General Assembly 
no later than December 1, 2017, and a final report on the 
results of the pilot program to the Governor and the General 
Assembly no later than December 1, 2018. 
Patron - Head

HB1863  Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
and Virginia Initiative for Employment Not Welfare; hard-
ship exception. Requires the Department of Social Services to 
(i) keep records of the number of Virginia Initiative for 
Employment Not Welfare participants that receive an excep-
tion to the time limitations on Temporary Assistance for Needy 
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Families due to hardship and the specific circumstances relied 
upon to grant such exceptions and (ii) annually publish non-
identifying statistics regarding such information.  
Patron - Lopez

HB1999  Office of Immigrant Assistance created. 
Establishes in the Department of Social Services (the Depart-
ment) an Office of Immigrant Assistance (the Office) to assist 
persons lawfully entering the United States and the Common-
wealth for the purpose of becoming citizens. The Office shall 
provide online (i) advice and assistance regarding the citizen-
ship application process and (ii) information regarding 
employment and housing services for which such persons may 
be eligible. The bill provides that the Office shall be funded by 
such funds currently appropriated to the Department and any 
existing or available federal grants.  
Patron - Lingamfelter

HB2041  Department of Social Services; Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families Scholarship Pilot Pro-
gram. Directs the Department of Social Services (the 
Department) to establish and administer a three-year Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Scholarship Pilot 
Program (the Program) for the purpose of providing access to 
postsecondary educational opportunities to students living in 
poverty. The Program would provide prepaid scholarships to 
select community colleges in the amount of $2,000 per year, to 
be applied toward the costs of tuition and books, to 50 to 75 
selected students who meet TANF eligibility requirements. The 
Program would be funded by the unexpended balance in fed-
eral TANF block grant funds. The bill directs the Commis-
sioner of the Department of Social Services to report to the 
Governor and the General Assembly no later than December 1 
of each year regarding the effectiveness of and other informa-
tion about the Program.  
Patron - Murphy

HB2061  Adult protective services; statistics 
regarding reports of adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 
Requires the Department of Social Services (the Department) 
to (i) keep records of the number of reports filed alleging sus-
pected adult abuse, neglect, or exploitation and the disposition 
of such reports and (ii) annually publish nonidentifying statis-
tics regarding such information. The bill also requires the 
Department to annually disseminate to the Department of 
Health and all local boards of social services and area agencies 
on aging a report of such information, categorized by the plan-
ning district in which the report was filed; the facility in which 
the abused, neglected, or exploited adult resided at the time of 
the  abuse, neglect, or exploitation, if applicable; and the 
names of individuals who were the subject of criminal charges 
as a result of the investigation.  
Patron - Watts

HB2181  Food stamp eligibility; drug-related felo-
nies. Provides that a person who is otherwise eligible to 
receive food stamp benefits shall not be denied such assistance 
solely because he has been convicted of a first-time felony 
offense of possession with intent to distribute a controlled sub-
stance in violation of § 18.2-248, provided that he complies 
with all obligations imposed by the criminal court and the 
Department of Social Services, is actively engaged in or has 

completed substance abuse treatment, and participates in drug 
screenings. Current law prohibits denial of such benefits only 
if such persons have been convicted of felony possession of a 
controlled substance.   
Patron - Sickles

HB2208 Food stamp program; electronic benefit 
transfer (EBT) card. Requires that each EBT card issued to a 
food stamp program recipient display a photograph of the 
recipient. The bill directs the Department of Social Services to 
(i) establish procedures to ensure that all eligible household 
members or authorized representatives of the recipient are able 
to access benefits from the account as necessary and (ii) enter 
into memoranda of understanding or other similar agreements 
with other departments, agencies, and institutions of the Com-
monwealth, including the Department of Motor Vehicles, to 
share photographs, when available. 
Patron - Pogge

HB2213 Time limit on the receipt of TANF finan-
cial assistance. Reduces the total lifetime limit on TANF 
financial assistance to 24 months, reduces the number of con-
secutive months a person may receive TANF before a period of 
ineligibility from 24 to 12 consecutive months, and reduces the 
time period of ineligibility from 24 months to 12 consecutive 
months. 
Patron - O'Bannon

HB2232  Child day programs; exemptions from 
licensure. Exempts from licensure any child day program that 
is offered by a local school division, staffed by local school 
division employees, and attended by children who are enrolled 
in public school within such school division. The bill provides 
that such programs shall be subject to safety and supervisory 
standards established by the local school board.  
Patron - Toscano

HB2259 Child day programs; exemptions from 
licensure. Removes certain programs from the list of child day 
programs exempt from licensure and clarifies that such pro-
grams are not considered child day programs and therefore are 
not subject to licensure. The bill also modifies the terms of 
child day programs that remain listed as exempt from licensure 
and requires that such programs (i) file with the Commissioner 
of Social Services (the Commissioner), prior to beginning 
operation of a child day program and annually thereafter, a 
statement indicating the intent to operate a child day program, 
identifying the Code provision relied upon for exemption from 
licensure, and certifying that the child day program has dis-
closed, in writing, to the parents or guardians of the children in 
the program the fact that it is exempt from licensure; (ii) report 
to the Commissioner all incidents involving serious injury to or 
the death of children attending the child day program; (iii) have 
a person trained and certified in first aid and cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) present at the child day program; (iv) com-
ply with background check requirements established by regula-
tions of the state Board of Social Services (the Board); (v) 
maintain daily attendance records; (vi) have an emergency pre-
paredness plan in place; (vii) comply with all applicable laws 
and regulations governing transportation of children; and (viii) 
post in a visible location notice that the program is not licensed 
or inspected by the Department of Social Services and only 
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certifies basic health and safety requirements. The bill modifies 
staffing ratios for religious-exempt child day centers and 
requires that such centers have a person trained and certified in 
first aid and CPR present whenever children are in attendance 
and comply with safe sleep practices for infants established by 
regulations of the Board. The bill directs (a) the Board to pro-
mulgate regulations to implement the provisions of the bill and 
(b) the Commissioner to establish a process to inspect child 
day programs exempt from licensure and a process to gather 
and track aggregate data regarding child injuries and deaths 
that occur at such child day programs.
Patron - Filler-Corn

HB2407  Child day programs; exemption from 
licensure for certain martial arts programs. Exempts from 
the child day program licensure requirements any martial arts 
program operated any time during the months of June, July, 
and August if children under the age of five do not attend, the 
program operates between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., and the program does not serve food or administer medi-
cine to program participants unless it is necessary for the well-
being of the child.  
Patron - Hugo

HB2408  Supplemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram; eligibility criteria. Sets out eligibility criteria for par-
ticipation in the supplemental nutrition assistance program.  
Patron - Head

SB810  Food stamp program; categorical eligibility. 
Requires the State Board of Social Services to establish broad-
based categorical eligibility for the food stamp program, 
exempting families that already qualify for certain public assis-
tance programs from an additional financial eligibility determi-
nation for food stamp benefits.   
Patron - Favola

SB830  Food stamp eligibility; drug-related felonies. 
Provides that a person who is otherwise eligible to receive food 
stamp benefits shall not be denied such assistance solely 
because he has been convicted of a first-time felony offense of 
possession with intent to distribute a controlled substance in 
violation of § 18.2-248, provided that he complies with all 
obligations imposed by the criminal court and the Department 
of Social Services, is actively engaged in or has completed 
substance abuse treatment, and participates in drug screenings. 
Current law prohibits denial of such benefits only if such per-
sons have been convicted of felony possession of a controlled 
substance.   
Patron - Favola

SB838 Virginia Community College System; Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families Scholarship Pilot 
Program. Directs the Virginia Community College System 
(VCCS) to establish a three-year Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) Scholarship Pilot Program (the Pro-
gram) for the purpose of providing access to postsecondary 
educational opportunities to students living in poverty. The 
Program would provide scholarships to select community col-
leges in the amount of $4,000 per year, to be applied toward the 
costs of tuition and books, to 200 selected students who meet 
TANF eligibility requirements. The Program would be funded 

with federal TANF block grant funds. The bill directs VCCS to 
(i) enter into a memorandum of understanding with the State 
Department of Social Services establishing the parameters of 
the Program and the method for selecting students to partici-
pate; (ii) monitor, record, and analyze the outcomes of all par-
ticipants; and (iii) report to the Governor and the General 
Assembly no later than December 1 of each year regarding the 
effectiveness of and other information about the Program. The 
provisions of the bill are contingent on funding in a general 
appropriation act. 
Patron - Stanley

SB876 Kinship Guardianship Assistance program.
Creates the Kinship Guardianship Assistance program (the 
program) to facilitate child placements with relatives and 
ensure permanency for children for whom adoption or being 
returned home are not appropriate permanency options. The 
bill sets forth eligibility criteria for the program, payment 
allowances to kinship guardians, and requirements for kinship 
guardianship assistance agreements. The bill also requires the 
Board of Social Services to promulgate regulations for the pro-
gram. The provisions of the bill are contingent on funding in a 
general appropriation act.
Patron - Favola

SB1149 Virginia Initiative for Employment Not 
Welfare (VIEW); transitional support services; time limit.
Extends from 12 months to 24 months the amount of time a 
VIEW participant whose Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families financial assistance has been terminated can receive 
transitional support services, provided the participant is 
enrolled in an accredited public institution of higher education 
or other postsecondary school licensed or certified by the 
Board of Education or the State Council of Higher Education 
and is taking courses as part of a curriculum that leads to a 
postsecondary credential, such as a degree or an industry-rec-
ognized credential, certification, or license. The bill provides 
that such transitional support services shall terminate when the 
participant completes his curriculum at such institution or 
school or is otherwise no longer enrolled in such institution or 
school, or at the end of 24 months, whichever comes first. The 
bill directs the Board of Social Services to promulgate regula-
tions to implement the provisions of the bill. 
Patron - Favola

SB1397  Child day programs; exemptions from 
licensure. Exempts from licensure any child day program that 
is offered by a local school division, staffed by local school 
division employees, and attended by children who are enrolled 
in public school within such school division. The bill provides 
that such programs shall be subject to safety and supervisory 
standards established by the local school board.   
Patron - Deeds
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Wills, Trusts, and Fiduciaries

Passed

HB1516 Surviving spouse's elective share; home-
stead allowance benefit. Provides that if a surviving spouse of 
a decedent dying on or after January 1, 2017, claims and 
receives an elective share, the homestead allowance available 
to the spouse shall be in addition to any benefit or elective 
share passing to such surviving spouse. The bill provides con-
sistency with other provisions of Article 1.1 (§ 64.2-308.1 et 
seq.) of Chapter 3 of Title 64.2, which governs the elective 
share of the surviving spouse of a decedent dying on or after 
January 1, 2017, which was enacted in 2016. The bill contains 
an emergency clause. This bill is identical to SB 1177.
Patron - Leftwich

HB1608 Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital 
Assets Act. Creates the Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital 
Assets Act. The bill allows fiduciaries to manage digital prop-
erty such as computer files, web domains, and virtual currency, 
and restricts a fiduciary's access to electronic communications 
such as email, text messages, and social media accounts unless 
the original user consented to such access in a will, trust, power 
of attorney, or other record. The bill repeals the Privacy Expec-
tation Afterlife and Choices Act, which was enacted in 2015. 
This bill is identical to SB 903.
Patron - Leftwich

HB1617 Legal malpractice; estate planning. Pro-
vides that the statute of limitations for legal malpractice related 
to estate planning is five years if the legal representation was 
based on a written contract and three years if the legal repre-
sentation was based on an unwritten contract. The bill provides 
that the accrual date for such an action is the date of comple-
tion of the representation. The bill further provides that a per-
son who is not party to the representation shall have standing to 
maintain such an action only if there is a written agreement 
between the individual who is the subject of the estate planning 
and the defendant that expressly grants standing to such per-
son. This bill is in response to Thorsen v. Richmond Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 786 S.E.2d 453 (Va. 
2016) and is identical to SB 1140.
Patron - Habeeb

HB1618 Nonexoneration of debts on property of 
decedent; notice to creditor and beneficiaries. Provides a 
procedure by which a personal representative of a decedent's 
estate may notify a creditor of a debt on certain property in the 
decedent's estate that such property passes without the right of 
exoneration. The bill provides the method by which such 
notice shall be sent. The bill provides that if such procedure is 
used, the creditor may file a claim for such debt with the com-
missioner of accounts, and if the creditor does not timely file 
such claim, the personal representative shall be liable for the 
debt up to an amount not exceeding the assets of the decedent 
remaining in possession of the personal representative and 
available for application to the debt. The bill does not have an 
effect on either the liability of the estate for such debt to the 
extent of the decedent's assets remaining at the time a claim is 

filed or the liability of the beneficiaries that receive the dece-
dent's assets to the extent of such receipt. This bill is identical 
to SB 1176.
Patron - Habeeb

HB1654  Examining and approving a statement in 
lieu of the settlement of accounts; fee for commissioner of 
accounts. Removes the provision that allows the commissioner 
of accounts to charge a fee of up to $75 for the examination 
and approval of a statement in lieu of the settlement of 
accounts. This bill is a recommendation of the Judicial Coun-
cil.     
Patron - Loupassi

SB815 Priority of debts to be paid from decedent's 
assets; child support arrearages. Prioritizes debts owed for 
child support arrearages over debts and taxes due to localities 
and other, unenumerated claims against the estate of a dece-
dent. 
Patron - Surovell

SB903 Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets 
Act. Creates the Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital Assets 
Act. The bill allows fiduciaries to manage digital property such 
as computer files, web domains, and virtual currency, and 
restricts a fiduciary's access to electronic communications such 
as email, text messages, and social media accounts unless the 
original user consented to such access in a will, trust, power of 
attorney, or other record. The bill repeals the Privacy Expecta-
tion Afterlife and Choices Act, which was enacted in 2015. 
This bill is identical to HB 1608.
Patron - Obenshain

SB913  Uniform Trust Decanting Act; creation. Cod-
ifies the Uniform Trust Decanting Act, which governs a 
trustee's ability to distribute assets from one trust into a second 
trust.   
Patron - Edwards

SB1140 Legal malpractice; estate planning. Pro-
vides that the statute of limitations for legal malpractice related 
to estate planning is five years if the legal representation was 
based on a written contract and three years if the legal repre-
sentation was based on an unwritten contract. The bill provides 
that the accrual date for such an action is the date of comple-
tion of the representation. The bill further provides that a per-
son who is not party to the representation shall have standing to 
maintain such an action only if there is a written agreement 
between the individual who is the subject of the estate planning 
and the defendant that expressly grants standing to such per-
son. This bill is in response to Thorsen v. Richmond Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 786 S.E.2d 453 (Va. 
2016) and is identical to HB 1617.
Patron - Sturtevant

SB1176 Nonexoneration of debts on property of 
decedent; notice to creditor and beneficiaries. Provides a 
procedure by which a personal representative of a decedent's 
estate may notify a creditor of a debt on certain property in the 
decedent's estate that such property passes without the right of 
exoneration. The bill provides the method by which such 
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notice shall be sent. The bill provides that if such procedure is 
used, the creditor may file a claim for such debt with the com-
missioner of accounts, and if the creditor does not timely file 
such claim, the personal representative shall be liable for the 
debt up to an amount not exceeding the assets of the decedent 
remaining in possession of the personal representative and 
available for application to the debt. The bill does not have an 
effect on either the liability of the estate for such debt to the 
extent of the decedent's assets remaining at the time a claim is 
filed or the liability of the beneficiaries that receive the dece-
dent's assets to the extent of such receipt. This bill is identical 
to HB 1618.
Patron - Chafin

SB1177 Surviving spouse's elective share; home-
stead allowance benefit. Provides that if a surviving spouse of 
a decedent dying on or after January 1, 2017, claims and 
receives an elective share, the homestead allowance available 
to the spouse shall be in addition to any benefit or elective 
share passing to such surviving spouse. The bill provides con-
sistency with other provisions of Article 1.1 (§ 64.2-308.1 et 
seq.) of Chapter 3 of Title 64.2, which governs the elective 
share of the surviving spouse of a decedent dying on or after 
January 1, 2017, which was enacted in 2016. The bill contains 
an emergency clause. This bill is identical to HB 1516. 
Patron - Chafin

Failed

HB1448 Qualified trustee of self-settled spendthrift 
trusts. Allows any legal entity authorized by law to act as a 
trustee to serve as a qualified trustee of a self-settled spend-
thrift trust. Under current law, only a natural person who 
resides in the Commonwealth or a legal entity authorized to 
engage in trust business (i.e., a bank or trust company) may 
serve as a qualified trustee. The bill would expand the defini-
tion of "independent qualified trustee" and "qualified trustee" 
to include entities such as law firms and charitable organiza-
tions, when such entities are authorized by law to act as trust-
ees. 
Patron - Miyares

HB1507  Powers and duties of conservator 
appointed for an absentee; support of an absentee's spouse 
and children. Provides that the powers and duties of conserva-
tors appointed pursuant to Article 1 (§ 64.2-2000 et seq.) of 
Chapter 20 of Title 64.2 shall apply to conservators appointed 
for an absentee. Current law requires the judge to enter any 
orders directing such conservator in the management, opera-
tion, and control of the absentee's estate only when it deems 
such orders necessary. The bill clarifies that an absentee's 
spouse is entitled to support where the court deems that such 
support is necessary.  
Patron - Hope

HB1643  Electronic wills. Provides a process for the 
execution of an electronic will, which has the same force and 
effect as a traditional, written will. The bill requires the elec-
tronic will to be stored in an "authoritative electronic record," 
kept under the control of a "qualified custodian," and contain 
the electronic signature of the testator and the electronic signa-

tures of either two witnesses or a notary public. The bill 
defines the terms "authoritative electronic record," "certified 
paper original," and "qualified custodian."   
Patron - Loupassi

HB1947  Temporary delegation of powers by 
guardian. Allows a court to authorize a guardian appointed for 
an incapacitated person to delegate any of his powers regarding 
the incapacitated person to another person 18 years of age or 
older. The court's order may further specify individuals to 
whom the guardian is prohibited from delegating such powers. 
The bill requires that any such delegation made pursuant to 
such authorization be a single period no longer than 90 days 
within a 12-month period. The bill requires that any such dele-
gation made be in writing, be signed by the guardian, and be 
attested to by two witnesses. The person to whom the powers 
are delegated must also provide written acceptance of such del-
egation.   
Patron - Peace

SB945  Examining and approving a statement in 
lieu of the settlement of accounts; fee for commissioner of 
accounts. Removes the provision that allows the commissioner 
of accounts to charge a fee of up to $75 for the examination 
and approval of a statement in lieu of the settlement of 
accounts. This bill is a recommendation of the Judicial Coun-
cil.  
Patron - Obenshain

Workers' Compensation

Passed

HB1571 Workers' compensation; fees for medical 
services. Provides that the pecuniary liability of an employer 
for a medical service provided for the treatment of a traumatic 
injury or serious burn includes liability for any professional 
service rendered during the dates of service of the admission or 
transfer to a Level I or Level II trauma center or to a burn cen-
ter, as applicable. The measure increases the initial charge out-
lier threshold, which under the stop-loss feature allows 
hospitals to receive payments or reimbursements that exceed 
the fee schedule amount for certain claims, from 150 percent of 
the maximum fee for the service set forth in the applicable fee 
schedule to 300 percent of such amount. The measure allows 
the Workers' Compensation Commission to adjust the charge 
outlier threshold percentage; under existing law, it is allowed 
only to decrease the percentage. The measure also (i) expands 
the definition of codes, as used in the provision directing the 
Commission to establish fee schedules for scheduled medical 
services, to include revenue codes, which are defined in the 
bill; (ii) clarifies the definition of "HCPCS codes"; (iii) directs 
the Commission to use the regulatory advisory panel on all 
matters involving or related to the fee schedule as deemed nec-
essary by the Commission; (iv) adds a definition of "new type 
of technology"; and (v) extends the deadline by which the reg-
ulatory advisory panel is required to meet, review, and make 
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recommendations to the Commission from July 1, 2017, to 
July 1, 2018. The bill contains an emergency clause. 
Patron - Farrell

HB1659 Workers' compensation; employer's lien; 
third party actions. Requires that any arbitration proceeding 
regarding the exercise of an employer's right of subrogation to 
an employee's claim against a third party shall be limited solely 
to arbitrating the amount and validity of the employer's lien 
and shall not affect the employee's rights in any way. Such 
arbitration shall not be held unless (i) any contested expenses 
remaining have been submitted to the Virginia Workers' Com-
pensation Commission (the Commission) for a determination 
of their validity and the Commission has made such determina-
tion of validity prior to the commencement of the arbitration; 
(ii) prior to the commencement of such arbitration the 
employer has provided the injured employee and his attorney, 
if any, with an itemization of the expenses associated with the 
lien that is the subject of the arbitration; (iii) upon receipt of the 
itemization of the lien, the employee shall have 21 days to pro-
vide a written objection to any expenses included in the lien to 
the employer, and if the employee does not do so any objec-
tions to the lien to be arbitrated shall be deemed waived; and 
(iv) the employer shall have 14 days after receipt of the written 
objection to notify the employee of any contested expenses that 
the employer does not agree to remove from the lien, and if the 
employer does not do so any itemized expense objected to by 
the employee shall be deemed withdrawn and not included in 
the arbitration. This bill is identical to SB 1175.
Patron - Habeeb

SB1175 Workers' compensation; employer's lien; 
third party actions. Requires that any arbitration proceeding 
regarding the exercise of an employer's right of subrogation to 
an employee's claim against a third party shall be limited solely 
to arbitrating the amount and validity of the employer's lien 
and shall not affect the employee's rights in any way. Such 
arbitration shall not be held unless (i) any contested expenses 
remaining have been submitted to the Virginia Workers' Com-
pensation Commission (the Commission) for a determination 
of their validity and the Commission has made such determina-
tion of validity prior to the commencement of the arbitration; 
(ii) prior to the commencement of such arbitration the 
employer has provided the injured employee and his attorney, 
if any, with an itemization of the expenses associated with the 
lien that is the subject of the arbitration; (iii) upon receipt of the 
itemization of the lien, the employee shall have 21 days to pro-
vide a written objection to any expenses included in the lien to 
the employer, and if the employee does not do so any objec-
tions to the lien to be arbitrated shall be deemed waived; and 
(iv) the employer shall have 14 days after receipt of the written 
objection to notify the employee of any contested expenses that 
the employer does not agree to remove from the lien, and if the 
employer does not do so any itemized expense objected to by 
the employee shall be deemed withdrawn and not included in 
the arbitration. This bill is identical to HB 1659.
Patron - Chafin

SB1201  Workers' compensation; suitably 
equipped automobile. Authorizes the Workers' Compensation 
Commission to require an employer to provide funds for the 
purchase of a suitably equipped automobile for an incapaci-

tated employee if it finds that it is medically necessary and that 
modifications to the employee's automobile are not technically 
feasible or will cost more than the funds available for a 
replacement automobile. The total of the costs of the automo-
bile and of any bedside lifts, adjustable beds, and modification 
of the employee's principal home are limited to $42,000, which 
is the amount of the existing cap on expenses for modifications 
to the injured employee's automobile and home.  
Patron - Lewis

Failed

HB1722  Workers' compensation; presumption of 
compensability for certain diseases. Adds colorectal cancer 
to, and removes rectal cancer from, the list of cancers that are 
presumed to be an occupational disease compensable under the 
Virginia Workers' Compensation Act if contracted by certain 
firefighters and certain other employees who have had contact 
with a toxic substance in the line of duty.   
Patron - Anderson

HB1803  Workers' compensation; disease pre-
sumptions; correctional officers. Adds correctional officers 
to the list of public safety employees who are entitled to a pre-
sumption that hypertension and heart disease and certain infec-
tious diseases are occupational diseases compensable under the 
Virginia Workers' Compensation Act.  
Patron - Bell, John J.

HB2155  Workers' compensation; modifications to 
employee's home and automobile. Increases from $42,000 to 
$50,000 the maximum aggregate cost of (i) bedside lifts, 
adjustable beds, and modifications and alterations to an injured 
employee's principal home and (ii) modifications to or equip-
ment for an injured employee's automobile that the Workers' 
Compensation Commission may award on account of any one 
accident.   
Patron - Rasoul

HB2353  Workers' compensation; failure to make 
reports; deterring employee from filing claim; penalty. Pro-
vides that an employer is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor if he 
knowingly and intentionally fails to comply with the require-
ment that he report an employee's injury or death or dissuades 
or deters an employee from filing a claim for compensation 
under the Virginia Workers' Compensation Act.   
Patron - Murphy

SB1119  Workers' compensation; presumption of 
compensability for certain diseases. Substitutes colorectal 
cancer, which is cancer that starts in the colon or rectum, for 
rectal cancer on the list of cancers that are presumed to be an 
occupational disease covered by the Virginia Workers' Com-
pensation Act when certain employees develop the cancer after 
contact with a known or suspected carcinogen that causes, or is 
suspected to cause, the specific type of cancer.   
Patron - McPike

SB1120  Workers' compensation; volunteer firemen 
and emergency medical services personnel. Provides that for 
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the purposes of the Virginia Workers' Compensation Act vol-
unteer firemen and emergency medical services personnel shall 
be deemed employees of the political subdivision or state insti-
tution of higher education in which the principal office of the 
volunteer fire company or volunteer emergency medical ser-
vices agency is located. The measure repeals the existing pro-
vision that volunteer firemen and emergency medical services 
personnel shall be deemed the employees of the political subdi-
vision or state institution of higher education if its governing 
body has adopted a resolution acknowledging those persons as 
employees. The measure also repeals the provision that volun-
teer firemen and emergency medical services personnel shall 
be deemed the employees of the volunteer fire company or vol-
unteer emergency medical services agency if the company or 
agency elects to be included and maintains coverage as an 
employer under the Act.  
Patron - McPike

SB1466  Workers' compensation; infectious disease 
presumption; correctional officers. Provides that correc-
tional officers are entitled to a presumption that hepatitis, 
meningococcal meningitis, tuberculosis, MRSA, or HIV caus-
ing the correctional officer's death or resulting in his total or 
partial disability is an occupational disease suffered in the line 
of duty and is compensable under the Virginia Workers' Com-
pensation Act.  
Patron - Marsden

SB1472  Workers' compensation; accident reports; 
filing claims; civil penalty. Requires an employer's accident 
report filed with the Workers' Compensation Commission to 
include the signature of the injured employee or his personal 
representative. The measure provides that the employer's filing 
of the accident report constitutes the filing with the Commis-
sion by or on behalf of the employee of a claim for workers' 
compensation benefits with respect to any injury arising from 
the accident. The measure also provides that an employer that 
fails to comply with the requirement that it report an 
employee's injury or death, or dissuades or deters an employee 
from filing a claim for compensation, shall be assessed a civil 
penalty of not more than $500, which civil penalty is increased 
to not less than $500 and not more than $5,000 if the violation 
is willful.   
Patron - Favola

SB1489  Workers' compensation; presumption that 
death or disease due to coal pneumoconiosis. Specifies that 
the standards prescribed by the Virginia Workers' Compensa-
tion Commission for determining whether the death or total 
disability of an employee was due to pneumoconiosis or any 
chronic occupational lung disease shall not be inconsistent 
with the standards prescribed by the federal Secretary of 
Health and Human Services under the 1969 Federal Coal Mine 
Health and Safety Act as amended by § 1556(a) of the federal 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, in order to ensure 
that repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
does not alter the standards required in the Commonwealth. 
The measure also incorporates presumptions regarding death 
or disability from pneumoconiosis that are codified at 30 
U.S.C. § 921(c)(3) and (4).  
Patron - Chafin

Constitutional Amendments

Passed

HJ545 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
powers of General Assembly; suspension or nullification of 
administrative rule or regulation. Provides that the General 
Assembly may suspend or nullify any or all portions of any 
administrative rule or regulation by a joint resolution agreed to 
by a majority of the members elected to each house. The 
amendment also grants to the General Assembly the authority 
to authorize a legislative committee or legislative committees 
acting jointly or a legislative commission to suspend any or all 
portions of any administrative rule or regulation while the Gen-
eral Assembly is not in a regular session. Such suspension 
would continue until the end of the next regular session.
Patron - Head

HJ562 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
real property tax; exemption for surviving spouse of a dis-
abled veteran. Provides that the real property tax exemption 
for the principal residence of the surviving spouse of a disabled 
military veteran applies without any restriction on the spouse's 
moving to a different principal place of residence. 
Patron - Miyares

HJ693 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Transportation Funds. Requires the General Assembly to 
maintain permanent and separate Transportation Funds to 
include the Commonwealth Transportation Fund, Transporta-
tion Trust Fund, Highway Maintenance and Operating Fund, 
and other funds established by general law for transportation. 
The amendment directs that revenues dedicated to Transporta-
tion Funds on January 1, 2018, by general law, other than a 
general appropriation law, shall be deposited to the Transporta-
tion Funds, unless the General Assembly by general law, other 
than a general appropriation law, alters the revenues dedicated 
to the Funds. The amendment limits the use of Fund moneys to 
transportation and related purposes. The amendment specifies 
that the General Assembly may borrow from the Funds for 
other purposes only by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the 
members elected to each house and that the loan must be repaid 
with reasonable interest within four years. 
Patron - LaRock

SJ295 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
legislative review of administrative rules. Grants to the Gen-
eral Assembly the authority to review any administrative rule 
to ensure it is consistent with the legislative intent of the statute 
that the rule was written to interpret, prescribe, implement, or 
enforce. The amendment provides that after such review, the 
General Assembly may approve or reject, in whole or in part, 
any rule as provided by law and that the approval or rejection 
of a rule by the General Assembly shall not be subject to veto 
by the Governor. 
Patron - Vogel

SJ331  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
property tax; exemption for flooding remediation, abate-
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ment, and resiliency efforts. Provides that the General 
Assembly may authorize a county, city, or town to partially 
exempt any real subject to recurring flooding upon which 
flooding abatement, mitigation, or resiliency efforts have been 
undertaken.  
Patron - Lewis

Failed

HJ538 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
marriage. Proposes the repeal of the constitutional amendment 
dealing with marriage that was approved by referendum at the 
November 2006 election. That amendment to the Bill of Rights 
(i) defines marriage as "only a union between one man and one 
woman"; (ii) prohibits the Commonwealth and its political sub-
divisions from creating or recognizing "a legal status for rela-
tionships of unmarried individuals that intends to approximate 
the design, qualities, significance, or effects of marriage"; and 
(iii) prohibits the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions 
from creating or recognizing "another union, partnership, or 
other legal status to which is assigned the rights, benefits, obli-
gations, qualities, or effects of marriage." The provisions of 
this section of the Constitution of Virginia are no longer valid 
as a result of the United States Supreme Court decision in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 U.S. ___ (June 26, 2015).
Patron - Sickles

HJ540  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote. Removes the disqualification from vot-
ing of persons convicted of felonies.  
Patron - Simon

HJ541  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
top two open primary election. Provides for a top two open 
primary election to be conducted to select the candidates for 
the offices of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney 
General, of the House of Delegates or the Senate of Virginia, 
and of the United States House of Representatives or Senate. 
All candidates for the particular office, regardless of the candi-
date's political party affiliation, appear on a single ballot, and 
the two candidates receiving the highest and next highest num-
ber of votes for that office, regardless of their political party 
affiliation, are the candidates at the ensuing general election for 
that office. Every qualified voter may vote for any candidate 
for an office at a top two open primary election, regardless of 
the political party affiliation of the candidate or the voter. The 
amendment further provides that the political parties have the 
right to endorse, support, or oppose any candidate at a top two 
open primary election or the ensuing general election, regard-
less of the political party affiliation of the candidate, but that 
the parties do not have the right to nominate candidates for an 
office at the top two open primary election or to have their pre-
ferred candidates participate in the general election if such can-
didates do not receive the highest or next highest number of 
votes at the top two open primary election for that office.  
Patron - Rasoul

HJ542  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualification of voters and executive clemency. Provides that 
no person convicted of a felony shall be qualified to vote 
unless his civil rights have been restored. The General Assem-

bly shall prescribe by law the process for the automatic resto-
ration of the civil rights of a person who has been convicted of 
any felony, other than a violent felony, upon such person's 
completion of service of his sentence and any modification of 
that sentence, including any period or condition of probation, 
parole, or suspension of the sentence, and his payment in full 
of any restitution, fines, costs, and fees assessed against him as 
a result of his conviction. The Governor retains the authority to 
remove the political disabilities, i.e., restore the civil rights, of 
persons convicted of a violent felony upon application by such 
persons and under such rules and regulations as may be pre-
scribed by law. However, no person convicted of a violent fel-
ony shall be eligible for the removal of his political disabilities 
until he has completed the payment in full of any restitution, 
fines, costs, and fees assessed against him as a result of his 
conviction and at least two years have passed since he com-
pleted service of his sentence and any modification of his sen-
tence, including any period or condition of probation, parole, 
or suspension of sentence.  
Patron - Habeeb

HJ543  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
failure to pass an appropriation act. Provides that if an 
appropriation act has not been adopted 30 days prior to the 
expiration of the current appropriation act, a joint session of 
the General Assembly shall be convened to pass an appropria-
tion act that shall become the state budget without the signature 
of the Governor. The measure requires the votes of the mem-
bers of the Senate to be weighted in accordance with the ratio 
of the average population of a Senate district to the average 
population of a House district.   
Patron - Cole

HJ552  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
registration of voters. Permits the General Assembly to pro-
vide by law for the use of a portion of an applicant's social 
security number on the voter registration application. Cur-
rently, an applicant is required to provide his full social secu-
rity number in order to register to vote.  
Patron - LeMunyon

HJ577  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
real property tax; assessed value. Provides that the General 
Assembly may authorize any locality to reduce the assessed 
value of real property, until the property is sold or the owner 
dies, whose fair market value has increased significantly as a 
result of public improvements abutting the property.   
Patron - Cole

HJ581  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
apportionment; criteria for electoral districts. Provides the 
criteria for electoral districts drawn by the General Assembly. 
The amendment directs that electoral districts are (i) to be com-
posed of contiguous and compact territory, (ii) to be drawn uti-
lizing existing political boundaries, and (iii) to be as nearly 
equal in population as is practicable but with variations in the 
size of districts permitted in order to comply with other reap-
portionment criteria. The amendment prohibits electoral dis-
tricts being drawn for the purpose of favoring or disfavoring 
any political party, incumbent legislator or member of Con-
gress, or other individual or entity. The amendment authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide additional standards, defini-
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tions, or guidance in order to facilitate the objective interpreta-
tion and application of such criteria.  
Patron - Sullivan

HJ609  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualification of voters. Provides that the circuit courts are an 
"other appropriate authority" for purposes of who may restore 
the civil rights of a person convicted of a felony.  
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HJ622  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
General Assembly; term limits. Limits members of the Sen-
ate to three full terms (12 years) and members of the House of 
Delegates to six full terms (12 years). The limitations apply to 
service for both consecutive and nonconsecutive terms. Service 
for a partial term does not preclude serving the allowed number 
of full terms. In addition to any partial term, a person may 
serve 12 years in each house, or a total of 24 years in the Gen-
eral Assembly. The limits apply to terms of service beginning 
on and after the start of the 2020 Regular Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly.  
Patron - Rasoul

HJ628  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission. Establishes the Virginia 
Redistricting Commission to redraw congressional and Gen-
eral Assembly district boundaries after each decennial census. 
Appointments to the 13-member Commission are to be made 
as follows: two each by the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the minority leader 
in each house, and the state chairman of each of the two politi-
cal parties receiving the most votes in the prior gubernatorial 
election. The 12 partisan members then select the thirteenth 
member by a majority vote or, if they cannot agree on a selec-
tion, certify the two names receiving the most votes to the 
Supreme Court of Virginia, which will name the thirteenth 
member. The standards to govern redistricting plans include 
the current constitutional standards on population equality, 
compactness, and contiguity and additional standards to mini-
mize splits of localities and to prohibit consideration of incum-
bency and political data.   
Patron - Plum

HJ629  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
charter schools. Grants the Board of Education authority, sub-
ject to criteria and conditions prescribed by the General 
Assembly, to establish charter schools within the school divi-
sions of the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HJ634  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
authority of elected school boards to impose taxes. Provides 
that the General Assembly may authorize any elected school 
board to impose real property taxes.  
Patron - Cole

HJ635 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
top two primary election. Provides for a top two primary 
election for the nomination of candidates for the offices of 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General. All 
candidates for each office shall be listed on a single ballot, 

regardless of political party affiliation or independent status, 
and the two candidates receiving the highest and next highest 
number of votes cast for each office shall be the candidates at 
the general election for such office. The resolution requires that 
provision be made to allow votes to be cast at a top two pri-
mary election for persons other than the listed candidates, but 
prohibits such votes from being cast at the general election. 
Additionally, the resolution provides that the political parties 
shall not nominate candidates for the offices of Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General and that the politi-
cal parties do not have the right to have a preferred candidate 
on the ballot at the general election for the offices of Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General. However, the 
political parties will have the right to contribute to, endorse, or 
otherwise support a candidate for the office of Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, or Attorney General in accordance with law.
Patron - Cole

HJ641  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications of Governor; residency requirement.
Increases from five to eight the number of years a person must 
have been a resident of and a registered voter in the Common-
wealth in order to be eligible to the office of Governor.  
Patron - Pogge

HJ650  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote; restoration of civil rights. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of 
civil rights for persons convicted of felonies who have com-
pleted service of their sentences, including any period or con-
dition of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. The 
present Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the 
Governor. The amendment retains the right of the Governor to 
restore civil rights and adds an alternative for restoration of 
rights pursuant to law.  
Patron - Carr

HJ651 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Nonpartisan Redistricting Commission created.
Provides for a temporary Virginia Nonpartisan Redistricting 
Commission (the Commission) to prepare redistricting plans in 
2021 and each tenth year thereafter for the House of Delegates, 
Senate of Virginia, and congressional districts. The Virginia 
Nonpartisan Redistricting Commission shall consist of seven 
members appointed by majority vote of the Supreme Court of 
Virginia from a list of retired judges who have indicated their 
willingness to serve on the Commission. The resolution sets 
out the standards by which the Commission is required to draw 
district lines and the procedure for doing so. The resolution 
requires the Commission to submit the plan to the General 
Assembly as a bill and to review and make recommendations 
on any amendments made by the General Assembly or the 
Governor.
Patron - Carr

HJ694  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote; restoration of civil rights. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of 
civil rights for persons convicted of nonviolent felonies who 
have completed service of their sentences, subject to the condi-
tions, requirements, and definitions set forth in that law. The 
present Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the 
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Governor. The amendment retains the right of the Governor to 
restore civil rights and adds an alternative for restoration of 
rights pursuant to law for nonviolent felons.    
Patron - Watts

HJ696  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
apportionment; certain prohibitions for electoral districts; 
scope of legislative privilege. Prohibits electoral districts from 
being drawn for the purpose of (i) favoring or disfavoring any 
political party, incumbent legislator or member of Congress, or 
potential candidate or (ii) restricting or denying the ability of 
any racial or language minority to participate in the political 
process and elect a preferred candidate of choice. The amend-
ment further provides that the scope of legislative privilege 
does not extend to communications and documents prepared 
by a member of the General Assembly or the staff or constitu-
ent of a member of the General Assembly in the course of reap-
portionment and that such communications and documents 
shall be public records.   
Patron - Price

HJ699  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Governor's term of office. Permits a Governor elected in 
2021 and thereafter to succeed himself in office. The amend-
ment allows two four-year terms (either in succession or not in 
succession) but prohibits election to a third term. Service for 
more than two years of a partial term counts as service for one 
term.  
Patron - Levine

HJ706  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
tangible personal property tax; exemption. Provides that 
any locality may, by ordinance, exempt from taxation the first 
$5,000 of value of tangible personal property used in a busi-
ness.  
Patron - Rush

HJ749  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission. Establishes the seven-
member Virginia Redistricting Commission to redraw congres-
sional and General Assembly district boundaries after each 
decennial census of the United States. The Commission is 
directed to certify district plans for the General Assembly 
within 30 days of receipt of the new census data or by June 1 of 
the year following the census, whichever is earlier, and for the 
House of Representatives within 60 days of receipt of the cen-
sus data or by July 1 of the year following the census, which-
ever is earlier. The amendment requires that districts be drawn 
using the Shortest Split methodology, which divides the geo-
graphic area of the Commonwealth into two halves of approxi-
mately equal population based on the official decennial census 
redistricting numbers, choosing the shortest possible dividing 
line to split the state. The division of halves shall continue until 
the required number of districts is achieved. The Commission 
is required to make adjustments to the resulting maps as may 
be necessary to achieve compliance with the requirements of 
the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and is 
authorized to make adjustments to the resulting maps so that 
district boundaries coincide with existing political boundaries 
and take into account geographic features.  
Patron - Bell, John J.

HJ763  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
apportionment; political considerations prohibited. Prohib-
its any electoral district from being drawn in order to favor or 
disfavor any political party, incumbent legislator, member of 
Congress, or other individual or entity.  
Patron - Landes

HJ764  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
enactment of laws at special sessions. Requires an affirmative 
vote of at least four-fifths of the members elected to each house 
in order to pass a bill at a special session that is convened after 
a general election but prior to the next regular session.   
Patron - Simon

SJ216  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
marriage. Proposes the repeal of the constitutional amendment 
dealing with marriage that was approved by referendum at the 
November 2006 election. That amendment to the Bill of Rights 
(i) defines marriage as "only a union between one man and one 
woman"; (ii) prohibits the Commonwealth and its political sub-
divisions from creating or recognizing "a legal status for rela-
tionships of unmarried individuals that intends to approximate 
the design, qualities, significance, or effects of marriage"; and 
(iii) prohibits the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions 
from creating or recognizing "another union, partnership, or 
other legal status to which is assigned the rights, benefits, obli-
gations, qualities, or effects of marriage." The provisions of 
this section of the Constitution of Virginia are no longer valid 
as a result of the United States Supreme Court decision in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 U.S. ___ (June 26, 2015).  
Patron - Ebbin

SJ217  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Governor's term of office. Permits a Governor elected in 
2021 and thereafter to succeed himself in office. The amend-
ment allows two four-year terms (either in succession or not in 
succession) but prohibits election to a third term. Service for 
more than two years of a partial term counts as service for one 
term.  
Patron - Ebbin

SJ220 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
marriage. Proposes the repeal of the constitutional amendment 
dealing with marriage that was approved by referendum at the 
November 2006 election. That amendment to the Bill of Rights 
(i) defines marriage as "only a union between one man and one 
woman"; (ii) prohibits the Commonwealth and its political sub-
divisions from creating or recognizing "a legal status for rela-
tionships of unmarried individuals that intends to approximate 
the design, qualities, significance, or effects of marriage"; and 
(iii) prohibits the Commonwealth or its political subdivisions 
from creating or recognizing "another union, partnership, or 
other legal status to which is assigned the rights, benefits, obli-
gations, qualities, or effects of marriage." The provisions of 
this section of the Constitution of Virginia are no longer valid 
as a result of the United States Supreme Court decision in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, 576 U.S. ___ (June 26, 2015). 
Patron - Locke

SJ222  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote; restoration of civil rights. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of 
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civil rights for persons convicted of nonviolent felonies who 
have completed service of their sentences subject to the condi-
tions, requirements, and definitions set forth in that law. The 
present Constitution provides for restoration of rights by the 
Governor. The amendment retains the right of the Governor to 
restore civil rights and adds an alternative for restoration of 
rights pursuant to law for nonviolent felons.    
Patron - Locke

SJ223 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualification of voters and executive clemency. Amends the 
authority of the Governor to remove the political disabilities of 
persons convicted of felonies, thus restoring their civil rights. 
The resolution requires the Governor to automatically remove 
the political disabilities of a person convicted of a felony, other 
than a violent felony, who has completed service of his sen-
tence and any modification of that sentence, and has met any 
other conditions that may be set by the General Assembly. The 
Governor retains the discretion to remove the political disabili-
ties of persons convicted of violent felonies. A person con-
victed of a violent felony shall become eligible for the removal 
of his political disabilities once he has completed (i) the pay-
ment in full of any restitution, fines, costs, and fees assessed 
against him as a result of his conviction and (ii) service of his 
sentence and any modification of that sentence, including any 
period or condition of probation, parole, or suspension of sen-
tence, and at least five years have passed since he completed 
such payment and service of sentence without any new felony 
convictions or any misdemeanor convictions involving moral 
turpitude.
Patron - Norment

SJ224  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
General Assembly; term limits. Limits members of the Sen-
ate to three full terms (12 years) and members of the House of 
Delegates to six full terms (12 years). The limitations apply to 
service for both consecutive and nonconsecutive terms. Service 
for a partial term does not preclude serving the allowed number 
of full terms. In addition to any partial term, a person may 
serve 12 years in each house, or a total of 24 years in the Gen-
eral Assembly. The limits apply to terms of service beginning 
on and after the start of the 2020 Regular Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly.   
Patron - Chase

SJ225  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications of Governor; residency requirement.
Increases from five to eight the number of years a person must 
have been a resident of and a registered voter in the Common-
wealth in order to be eligible to the office of Governor.  
Patron - Chase

SJ226  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
registration of voters. Permits the General Assembly to pro-
vide by law for the use of a portion of an applicant's social 
security number on the voter registration application. Cur-
rently, an applicant must provide his full social security num-
ber in order to register to vote.  
Patron - Surovell

SJ227  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Governor's term of office. Permits a Governor elected in 

2021 and thereafter to succeed himself in office. The amend-
ment allows two four-year terms (either in succession or not in 
succession) but prohibits election to a third term. Service for 
more than two years of a partial term counts as service for one 
term.   
Patron - Surovell

SJ230  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission; criteria for legislative 
and congressional districts. Establishes the seven-member 
Virginia Redistricting Commission (the Commission) to 
redraw congressional and General Assembly district boundar-
ies after each decennial census. The Commission is directed to 
certify district plans for the General Assembly within 30 days 
of receipt of the new census data or by June 1 of the year fol-
lowing the census, whichever occurs later, and for the House of 
Representatives within 60 days of receipt of the census data or 
by July 1 of the year following the census, whichever occurs 
later. The amendment also establishes the standards to govern 
redistricting plans, which include the current constitutional 
standards on population equality, compactness, and contiguity 
and additional standards to minimize splits of localities and to 
prohibit consideration of incumbency and political data.  
Patron - Sturtevant

SJ231 Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission; criteria for legislative 
and congressional districts. Establishes the seven-member 
Virginia Redistricting Commission (the Commission) to 
redraw congressional and General Assembly district boundar-
ies after each decennial census. The Commission is directed to 
certify district plans for the General Assembly within 30 days 
of receipt of the new census data or by June 1 of the year fol-
lowing the census, whichever occurs later, and for the House of 
Representatives within 60 days of receipt of the census data or 
by July 1 of the year following the census, whichever occurs 
later. The amendment also establishes the standards to govern 
redistricting plans, which include the current constitutional 
standards on population equality, compactness, and contiguity 
and additional standards to minimize splits of localities and to 
prohibit consideration of incumbency and political data. 
Patron - Hanger

SJ243  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote; restoration of civil rights. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of 
civil rights for persons convicted of felonies. The amendment 
retains the right of the Governor to restore civil rights to such 
persons.   
Patron - Edwards

SJ253  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications of voters and executive clemency. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the automatic res-
toration of civil rights for persons convicted of nonviolent felo-
nies who have completed service of their sentences. The 
amendment retains the Governor's authority to restore the civil 
rights of persons convicted of violent felonies who have com-
pleted service of their sentences.   
Patron - Dance
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SJ260  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission; partisan balance of 
districts. Establishes the Virginia Redistricting Commission, 
an eight-member commission tasked with establishing the dis-
tricts for the United States House of Representatives and for 
the Senate and the House of Delegates of the General Assem-
bly and apportioning the members of the House of Representa-
tives and the members of the Senate and the House of 
Delegates among the districts, respectively. The districts are to 
be drawn to reflect the voting patterns of the Commonwealth 
with, to the extent practicable, half of the districts more favor-
able than statewide totals to each of the two political parties 
most often receiving the most votes cast in statewide elections. 
The bill also provides that redistricting is to happen in 2021 
and every 10 years thereafter and at no other time, unless 
ordered by a court.  
Patron - Barker

SJ269  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
Virginia Redistricting Commission. Establishes the Virginia 
Redistricting Commission to redraw congressional and Gen-
eral Assembly district boundaries after each decennial census. 
Appointments to the 13-member Commission are to be made 
as follows: two each by the President pro tempore of the Sen-
ate, the Speaker of the House of Delegates, the minority leader 
in each house, and the state chairman of each of the two politi-
cal parties receiving the most votes in the prior gubernatorial 
election. The 12 partisan members then select the thirteenth 
member by a majority vote or, if they cannot agree on a selec-
tion, certify the two names receiving the most votes to the 
Supreme Court of Virginia, which will name the thirteenth 
member. The standards to govern redistricting plans include 
the current constitutional standards on population equality, 
compactness, and contiguity and additional standards to mini-
mize splits of localities and to prohibit consideration of incum-
bency and political data.  
Patron - Deeds

SJ272  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications to vote; restoration of civil rights. Authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide by law for the restoration of 
civil rights for any person who has been convicted of a felony 
not designated by the General Assembly as a barrier crime for 
these purposes and who has completed service of his sentence 
and paid in full any restitution, fines, costs, and fees assessed 
against him as a result of his conviction.   
Patron - Hanger

SJ280  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
apportionment; political considerations prohibited. Prohib-
its electoral districts from being drawn for the purpose of 
favoring or disfavoring any political party, incumbent legisla-
tor or member of Congress, or potential candidate. The amend-
ment also prohibits the use of political data when drawing 
electoral districts, except as may be necessary to ensure that 
racial or ethnic minorities are able to elect a preferred candi-
date of choice in a district drawn pursuant to the federal Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended.   
Patron - Lewis

SJ284  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
real property tax; exemption for surviving spouse of a sol-

dier who died in a combat zone. Provides that the real prop-
erty tax exemption for the principal residence of the surviving 
spouse of a member of the armed forces killed in action also 
applies if the member died in a combat zone but was not killed 
in action.   
Patron - Stuart

SJ290  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
apportionment; criteria for electoral districts. Provides the 
criteria for electoral districts drawn by the General Assembly. 
The amendment directs that electoral districts are (i) to be com-
posed of contiguous and compact territory, (ii) to be drawn uti-
lizing existing political boundaries, and (iii) to be as nearly 
equal in population as is practicable but with variations in the 
size of districts permitted in order to comply with other reap-
portionment criteria. The amendment prohibits electoral dis-
tricts being drawn for the purpose of favoring or disfavoring 
any political party, incumbent legislator or member of Con-
gress, or other individual or entity. The amendment authorizes 
the General Assembly to provide additional standards, defini-
tions, or guidance in order to facilitate the objective interpreta-
tion and application of such criteria.  
Patron - Howell

SJ319  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
qualifications of voters and the right to vote. Establishes that 
the sole qualifications to vote in the Commonwealth are United 
States citizenship, being at least 18 years of age, residency in 
the Commonwealth, and registration to vote in accordance with 
requirements set out in the Constitution of Virginia. The 
amendment further provides that any person who meets those 
qualifications shall have the right to vote and such right cannot 
be abridged by law. The bill removes from current constitu-
tional qualifications to vote not having been convicted of a fel-
ony and not having been adjudicated to be mentally 
incompetent.   
Patron - Locke

Other Resolutions

Passed

HJ548  National Suicide Prevention Week. Desig-
nates the week of September 10, in 2017 and in each succeed-
ing year, as National Suicide Prevention Week in Virginia.  
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HJ556  General Assembly; 2018 Session prefiling 
schedule. Establishes a schedule for the prefiling period for the 
2018 Regular Session of the General Assembly of Virginia.  
Patron - Cox

HJ573  Pongal Day. Designates January 14, in 2018 
and in each succeeding year, as Pongal Day in Virginia.   
Patron - Bulova
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HJ610  Virginia Aviation Week. Designates the third 
week in August, in 2017 and in each succeeding year, as Vir-
ginia Aviation Week.  
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

HJ612  Missing Persons Day. Designates April 29, in 
2017 and in each succeeding year, as Missing Persons Day in 
Virginia.   
Patron - Filler-Corn

HJ617  Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority Compact of 1966 gubernatorial review. Requests 
the Governor to review the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority Compact of 1966 and enter into discussions 
with his counterparts in the District of Columbia and Maryland 
to identify possible improvements to the agreement, particu-
larly with regard to the governance, financing, and operation of 
the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.   
Patron - LeMunyon

HJ640  Public Lands Day. Designates the last Satur-
day in September, in 2017 and in each succeeding year, as Pub-
lic Lands Day in Virginia.
Patron - Lopez

HJ649  Mary Draper Ingles Remembrance Day.
Designates the last Saturday in July, in 2017 and in each suc-
ceeding year, as Mary Draper Ingles Remembrance Day in Vir-
ginia.  
Patron - Yost

HJ656  Spirit of '45 Day. Designates the second Sun-
day in August, in 2017 and in each succeeding year, as Spirit of 
'45 Day in Virginia.  
Patron - O'Quinn

HJ750  Coats Disease Awareness Day. Designates 
August 17, in 2017 and in each succeeding year, as Coats Dis-
ease Awareness Day in Virginia.  
Patron - Cox

HJ762  Weekend of Prayer over Students. Desig-
nates the first weekend in August, in 2017 and in each succeed-
ing year, as the Weekend of Prayer over Students in Virginia.   
Patron - Campbell

HJ767  Confirming appointment of the Director of 
the Division of Legislative Services. Confirms the appoint-
ment by the House and Senate Committees on Rules of Mark J. 
Vucci as Director of the Division of Legislative Services.  
Patron - Howell

HJ780  Self-Care Month. Designates February, in 
2018 and in each succeeding year, as Self-Care Month in Vir-
ginia.   
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HJ823  Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome Awareness 
Month. Designates September, in 2017 and in each succeeding 
year, as Polycystic Syndrome Awareness Month.  
Patron - Price

HR268 Day of Tears. Recognizes January 22 as the 
Day of Tears in Virginia. 
Patron - Cline

HR297  Christian heritage. Recognizes the influence 
of Christian heritage in Virginia.  
Patron - Miyares

HR431  Public institutions of higher education; free 
speech. Encourages public institutions of higher education to 
protect free speech and communicates the urgent need for the 
governing board of each public institution of higher education 
in the Commonwealth to develop and adopt a policy on free 
speech that contains certain specifications relating to the insti-
tution's function and role with regard to public policy contro-
versies.  
Patron - LaRock

SJ241  Appointment; Chairman of the Virginia 
Criminal Sentencing Commission. Confirms the appointment 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia of the 
Honorable Edward L. Hogshire as Chairman of the Virginia 
Criminal Sentencing Commission.   
Patron - Obenshain

SJ251  National Suicide Prevention Week. Desig-
nates the week of September 10, in 2017 and in each succeed-
ing year, as National Suicide Prevention Week in Virginia.  
Patron - Hanger

SJ282  Substance-Exposed Infant Awareness Week. 
Designates the first week of July, in 2017 and in each succeed-
ing year, as Substance-Exposed Infant Awareness Week in Vir-
ginia.   
Patron - Dunnavant

SJ298  The Saragarhi Day of Sikh Pride. Designates 
September 12, in 2017 and in each succeeding year, as the 
Saragarhi Day of Sikh Pride in Virginia.  
Patron - Reeves

Failed

HJ547 United States Constitution; application for a 
convention of the states. Makes application to Congress to 
call a convention of the states to propose amendments to the 
United States Constitution to restrain the abuse of power by the 
federal government. 
Patron - Lingamfelter

HJ549 Pornography; public health hazard. Recog-
nizes pornography as leading to individual and societal harms. 
Patron - Marshall, R.G.
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HJ551  United States Constitution; application for a 
convention of the states; balancing the federal budget.
Makes application to the United States Congress to call an 
amendment convention for the purpose of proposing an 
amendment to the United States Constitution that pertains to 
the subject of balancing the federal budget.   
Patron - LeMunyon

HJ569  Recognition as genocide; atrocities commit-
ted by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant. Expresses 
the sense of the General Assembly that the atrocities perpe-
trated by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant against reli-
gious and ethnic minorities in Iraq and Syria include war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ586  Abortion; prosecution of mother not 
allowed. Recognizes that Virginia law has never permitted the 
prosecution of the mother of an aborted child for seeking or 
consenting to an abortion.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ587  Abortion; prosecution of mother not 
allowed for self-abortion. Recognizes that Virginia law has 
never permitted the prosecution of the mother of an aborted 
child for performing an abortion on herself.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ588  Abortion; use of contraception not prose-
cuted. Recognizes that Virginia law has never permitted the 
prosecution of an individual for abortion for using legal contra-
ception.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ589  Unborn children; abortion law and person-
hood. Recognizes that Virginia law consistently acknowledged 
that an unborn child was a person prior to the U.S. Supreme 
Court's decision in Roe v. Wade regardless of how abortion was 
punished under the law.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ642  Memorializing Congress; reinstatement of 
Glass-Steagall Act. Memorializes Congress to enact legisla-
tion reinstating the separation of commercial and investment 
banking functions that was in effect under the Glass-Steagall 
Act.  
Patron - Rasoul

HJ652  Encouraging the Governor to recognize best 
practices to reduce the negative consequences of adverse 
childhood experiences in developing policies of the Com-
monwealth. Encourages the Governor to recognize best prac-
tices to reduce the negative consequences of adverse childhood 
experiences in developing policies of the Commonwealth, take 
into account the principles of early childhood brain develop-
ment, and, whenever possible, consider the concepts of toxic 
stress, early adversity, and nurturing relationships and the role 
of primary prevention, early intervention, and trauma-informed 
and resilience-building practices and policies as a means to 

achieving a lasting foundation for a more prosperous, healthier, 
and sustainable Commonwealth.   
Patron - Carr

HJ685 Speaker of the House; legal counsel. Autho-
rizes the Speaker of the House of Delegates to employ legal 
counsel to represent the General Assembly in instituting legal 
action against any federal authority if the federal authority 
unconstitutionally violates the sovereign rights of the Com-
monwealth, its agencies, or local governments or their agen-
cies, and if the Attorney General fails to take legal action 
against such violations.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ686  Memorializing the Congress of the United 
States to allow states and communities to expedite permit-
ting for bridge safety. Expresses the sense of the General 
Assembly in urging the Congress of the United States to 
change its laws and impact associated federal regulations to 
allow states and communities throughout the United States to 
expedite permitting to emergency priority levels for the main-
tenance, reconstruction, or replacement of structurally defi-
cient bridges.  
Patron - Yancey

HJ701  United States Constitution; application for a 
convention of the states; free and fair elections. Makes 
application to the United States Congress to call a constitu-
tional convention for the purpose of proposing an amendment 
to the United States Constitution to ensure free and fair elec-
tions by limiting corporate personhood for purposes of cam-
paign finance and political speech and declaring that money 
does not constitute speech and may be regulated.   
Patron - Rasoul

HJ705  Encouraging localities to develop a more 
uniform and streamlined permitting process. Expresses the 
sense of the General Assembly that localities be encouraged to 
develop a more uniform and streamlined permitting process. 
Such an effort would benefit from having the Virginia Associa-
tion of Counties and the Virginia Municipal League take the 
lead in developing a model application and permitting process 
while utilizing the best practices from localities throughout the 
Commonwealth.  
Patron - Yancey

HJ712  Supporting legislation regarding the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Expresses the General Assembly's sup-
port of legislation to remove the deadline for the ratification of 
the Equal Rights Amendment. The resolution would be trans-
mitted to the Virginia Congressional Delegation so that they 
may be apprised of the sense of the Virginia General Assembly 
on this matter.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HJ791  Early childhood education. Recognizes the 
importance of early childhood brain development and the early 
childhood profession and recognizes and encourages, among 
other things, the ongoing efforts of the Virginia Department of 
Social Services, the Virginia Department of Education, the 
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, the Virginia 
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Community College System, other public institutions of higher 
education in the Commonwealth, and other entities that utilize 
public funds to administer, support, or study early education in 
the Commonwealth to collaborate to maximize all existing 
funding streams and develop and implement policies and pro-
grams to advance the school readiness of children in the Com-
monwealth from birth to age five and the school success of 
children by the critical milestone of third grade.  
Patron - Greason

HR303  Denouncing the intimidation of the Com-
monwealth's residents, affirming the commitment to diver-
sity, and safeguarding the civil rights and dignity of all 
Virginians. Denounces the intimidation of Virginia's residents, 
affirms the state's commitment to diversity, and safeguards the 
civil rights and dignity of all Virginians. The resolution 
instructs the Clerk of the House of Delegates to transmit copies 
of the resolution to the Secretary of Education, the Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, and the Executive Director of the 
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia, requesting that 
they further disseminate copies of this resolution to their 
respective constituents so that they may be apprised of the 
sense of the Virginia House of Delegates in this matter.  
Patron - Lopez

SJ221    United States Constitution; Equal Rights 
Amendment. Ratifies the Equal Rights Amendment to the 
United States Constitution that was proposed by Congress in 
1972. The joint resolution advocates the position that the 1972 
Equal Rights Amendment remains viable and may be ratified 
notwithstanding the expiration of the 10-year ratification 
period set out in the resolving clause, as amended, in the pro-
posal adopted by Congress.  
Patron - Surovell

SJ232  United States Constitution; application for a 
convention of the states; balancing the federal budget. 
Makes application to the United States Congress to call a con-
stitutional convention for the purpose of proposing an amend-
ment to the United States Constitution that pertains to the 
subject of balancing the federal budget.  
Patron - Hanger

SJ311  Constitutional amendment (first resolution); 
legislative review of administrative rules. Grants to the Gen-
eral Assembly the authority to review any administrative rule 
to ensure it is consistent with the legislative intent of the statute 
that the rule was written to interpret, prescribe, implement, or 
enforce. The amendment provides that after such review, the 
General Assembly may approve or reject, in whole or in part, 
any rule as provided by law and that the approval or rejection 
of a rule by the General Assembly shall not be subject to veto 
by the Governor.  
Patron - Carrico

SJ312 United States Constitution; application for a 
convention of the states. Makes application to Congress to 
call a convention of the states to propose amendments to the 
United States Constitution to restrain the abuse of power by the 
federal government. 
Patron - Carrico

Miscellaneous (Including Budget 
and Bonds)

Passed

HB1500  Budget Bill. Amends Chapter 780, 2016 
Acts of Assembly. This bill received Governor’s recommenda-
tions.  
Patron - Jones

HB1650 Claims; Keith Allen Harward. Provides 
relief in the amount of $1,548,439 to Keith Allen Harward, 
who was incarcerated from 1983 until 2016 after being con-
victed of first degree murder. In 2016 he was granted a Writ of 
Actual Innocence by the Supreme Court of Virginia based 
upon DNA evidence that excluded Mr. Harward as the perpe-
trator of the crime. Mr. Harward's relief would be paid as fol-
lows: (i) an initial lump sum of $309,688 to be paid within 60 
days immediately following the execution of a release by Mr. 
Harward from any present or future claims he may have and 
(ii) the sum of $1,238,751 to purchase an annuity before Octo-
ber 1, 2017, for the primary benefit of Mr. Harward with the 
terms structured in his best interests. In addition, the bill enti-
tles Mr. Harward to receive up to $10,000 for tuition for career 
and technical training within the Virginia Community College 
System. This bill is identical to SB 1479.
Patron - Sullivan

HB2248 Capital outlay plan. Updates the six-year 
capital outlay plan for projects to be funded entirely or partially 
from general fund-supported resources. This bill is identical to 
SB 1045.
Patron - Jones

HB2249  Prior authorization of bonds to fund cer-
tain revenue-producing capital projects at institutions of 
higher learning; Virginia State University. Expands the 
scope of a revenue-producing capital project at Virginia State 
University funded by a prior bond authorization. The bill has 
an emergency clause.     
Patron - Jones

HB2250 Bonds for institutions of higher education.
Authorizes issuance of bonds in an amount up to $13,637,000 
for revenue-producing capital projects at institutions of higher 
education. The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is 
identical to SB 1369.
Patron - Jones

SB1045 Capital outlay plan. Updates the six-year 
capital outlay plan for projects to be funded entirely or partially 
from general fund-supported resources. This bill is identical to 
HB 2248.
Patron - Hanger

SB1369 Bonds for institutions of higher education.
Authorizes issuance of bonds in an amount up to $13,637,000 
for revenue-producing capital projects at institutions of higher 
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education. The bill contains an emergency clause. This bill is 
identical to HB 2250.
Patron - Norment

SB1370 Prior authorization of bonds to fund cer-
tain revenue-producing capital projects at institutions of 
higher education; Virginia State University. Expands the 
scope of a revenue-producing capital project at Virginia State 
University funded by a prior bond authorization. The bill con-
tains an emergency clause.
Patron - Norment

SB1479 Claims; Keith Allen Harward. Provides 
relief in the amount of $1,548,439 to Keith Allen Harward, 
who was incarcerated from 1983 until 2016 after being con-
victed of first degree murder. In 2016 he was granted a Writ of 
Actual Innocence by the Supreme Court of Virginia based 
upon DNA evidence that excluded Mr. Harward as the perpe-
trator of the crime. Mr. Harward's relief would be paid as fol-
lows: (i) an initial lump sum of $309,688 to be paid within 60 
days immediately following the execution of a release by Mr. 
Harward from any present or future claims he may have and 
(ii) the sum of $1,238,751 to purchase an annuity before Octo-
ber 1, 2017, for the primary benefit of Mr. Harward with the 
terms structured in his best interests. In addition, the bill enti-
tles Mr. Harward to receive up to $10,000 for tuition for career 
and technical training within the Virginia Community College 
System. This bill is identical to HB 1650.
Patron - Howell

Failed

SB900  Budget Bill. Amends Chapter 780, 2016 Acts 
of Assembly.  
Patron - Norment

SB1337  Claims; Davey Reedy. Provides relief in the 
amount of $1,032,293 to Davey Reedy, who was incarcerated 
from 1988 until 2009 after being convicted of two counts of 
first degree murder and arson in the daytime. On December 21, 
2015, Governor McAuliffe granted an absolute pardon to Mr. 
Reedy, finding that Mr. Reedy's convictions were not sup-
ported by the forensic evidence relied upon at trial. Mr. Reedy's 
relief would be paid as follows: (i) an initial lump sum of 
$206,459 to be paid within 60 days immediately following the 
execution of a release by Mr. Reedy from any present or future 
claims he may have and (ii) the sum of $825,834 to purchase 
an annuity before October 1, 2017, for the primary benefit of 
Mr. Reedy with the terms structured in his best interests. In 
addition, the bill entitles Mr. Reedy to receive up to $10,000 
for tuition for career and technical training within the Virginia 
Community College System.   
Patron - Surovell

Charters

Passed

HB1396 Charter; Town of Grottoes. Authorizes the 
town council to appoint a member to the office of vice-mayor, 
to serve in the event of the mayor's absence or inability to act. 
This bill is identical to SB 786.
Patron - Landes

HB1461  Charter; Town of Quantico; town offi-
cers. Removes the town treasurer, town clerk, and town ser-
geant as officers of the town elected by the town council.   
Patron - Dudenhefer

HB1958 Charter; County of Chesterfield. Corrects 
or repeals numerous outdated provisions and makes technical 
amendments to the County of Chesterfield charter. Other 
changes include (i) eliminating provisions relating to the 
departments of budget and management, accounting, and fire 
and replacing a listing of these and other county departments 
with a general statement that provides, in part, that the board of 
supervisors, in consultation with the county administrator, may 
create or abolish existing departments; (ii) eliminating various 
requirements related to appointment of a committee on the 
future and replacing it with an authorization to appoint com-
mittees as the board deems advisable; and (iii) providing that 
once a public facility has been determined to be in substantial 
accord with the county's comprehensive plan or is shown on 
the public facilities plan, then additional property for such 
facility may be added without submittal and approval and that 
"small cell" telecommunications facilities shall be exempt 
from certain requirements for substantial accord approval if the 
facilities are located within a zoning district where such use is 
either permitted by right or permitted with restrictions. 
Patron - Ingram

HB1977 Charter; City of Williamsburg. Expands 
membership on the redevelopment and housing authority from 
five members to up to seven members, no more than five of 
whom shall be members of the city council. This bill is identi-
cal to SB 1134.
Patron - Mullin

HB2152 Charter; City of Hopewell; water renewal 
commission. Changes the membership of the Hopewell Water 
Renewal Commission (the Commission) from a total of eight 
members appointed by the city council, five of whom are nom-
inees of five manufacturers, to up to nine members, three of 
whom shall be a member of the city council, the city manager, 
and the city attorney, and the remainder of whom shall be 
appointed by the city council from nominees each submitted by 
a manufacturer who shall provide a capital contribution in an 
amount determined by the city council. The bill removes the 
city council's authority to provide for additional nominees to 
the Commission by manufacturers not involved in planning 
assistance and requires the Commission to assist in the mainte-
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nance and expansion of the city's regional wastewater treat-
ment facility. This bill is identical to SB 992.
Patron - Aird

SB786 Charter; Town of Grottoes. Authorizes the 
town council to appoint a member to the office of vice-mayor, 
to serve in the event of the mayor's absence or inability to act. 
This bill is identical to HB 1396.
Patron - Hanger

SB992 Charter; City of Hopewell; water renewal 
commission. Changes the membership of the Hopewell Water 
Renewal Commission (the Commission) from a total of eight 
members appointed by the city council, five of whom are nom-
inees of five manufacturers, to up to nine members, three of 
whom shall be a member of the city council, the city manager, 
and the city attorney, and the remainder of whom shall be 
appointed by the city council from nominees each submitted by 
a manufacturer who shall provide a capital contribution in an 
amount determined by the city council. The bill removes the 
city council's authority to provide for additional nominees to 
the Commission by manufacturers not involved in planning 
assistance and requires the Commission to assist in the mainte-
nance and expansion of the city's regional wastewater treat-
ment facility. This bill is identical to HB 2152.
Patron - Dance

SB1073 Charter; Town of Bridgewater. Updates the 
town's charter and sets out various powers that are typically 
exercised by towns. This bill received Governor’s recommen-
dations.
Patron - Obenshain

SB1083  Charter; Town of Herndon. Amends the 
town's boundary description.  
Patron - Wexton

SB1084  Charter; Town of Herndon; elections.
Shifts the town's municipal elections from May to November.   
Patron - Wexton

SB1134 Charter; City of Williamsburg. Expands 
membership on the redevelopment and housing authority from 
five members to up to seven members, no more than five of 
whom shall be members of the city council. This bill is identi-
cal to HB 1977.
Patron - Mason

SB1318  Charter; Town of Troutdale. Specifies the 
terms of office of the mayor and the recorder as four years.   
Patron - Carrico

SB1319 Charter; Town of Wytheville. Removes pro-
visions that would require a special election to fill certain 
vacancies in the office of mayor or on the town council, thus 
subjecting all such vacancies to the existing requirement that 
vacancies be filled for the remainder of the unexpired term by 
majority vote of the remaining members on the council. 
Patron - Carrico

SB1429  Charter; Town of Onley. Shifts the town's 
municipal elections from May to November.  
Patron - Lewis

Failed

HB1649 Charter; Town of Herndon. Amends the 
town's boundary description and reflects the town's change of 
municipal elections from May to November. 
Patron - Boysko

HB2440  Charter; Town of Appomattox. Shifts the 
town's municipal elections from May to November and pro-
vides for staggered elections.  
Patron - Fariss

SB842  Charter; City of Portsmouth. Repeals the 
Civil Service Commission established under the City of Ports-
mouth charter.  
Patron - Lucas

Study Resolutions

Failed

HJ544  Study; JLARC to study the Virginia's work-
ers' compensation system; report. Directs the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) to study 
Virginia's workers' compensation system. In its study, JLARC 
is directed to (i) examine whether claims are reviewed and pro-
cessed in a timely and fair manner; (ii) assess whether the dis-
pute resolution process is timely, effective, and fair and 
equitable toward all parties; (iii) compare the structure and 
administration of workers' compensation programs in other 
states with that of Virginia's; (iv) analyze the rate of growth in 
medical prices and examine any changes that occur in access to 
medical care in states that have adopted medical service fee 
schedules or treatment guidelines; (v) assess the effectiveness 
of House Bill 378 and Senate Bill 631 of the 2016 Session; and 
(vi) review any other issues and make recommendations as 
appropriate.   
Patron - Lingamfelter

HJ546  Study; JLARC; Virginia High School 
League; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission (JLARC) to study the Virginia High 
School League (VHSL). The resolution directs JLARC, in con-
ducting its study, to (i) review the usefulness of the functions 
currently performed by VHSL; (ii) assess how effectively 
VHSL fulfills its role, including its sanctioning authority; (iii) 
assess whether there is sufficient transparency and accountabil-
ity in VHSL executive committee, board, and staff decisions, 
operations, and funding; (iv) compare the role and operations 
of VHSL with those of similar organizations in other states; (v) 
assess whether VHSL as currently structured is the best model 
for performing the functions that VHSL currently performs; 
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and (vi) review other issues and make recommendations as 
appropriate.   
Patron - Bell, Richard P.

HJ570  Study; JLARC; effectiveness of requiring 
seat belts on school buses in the Commonwealth; report. 
Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to 
study the effectiveness of requiring seat belts on every school 
bus in the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Lingamfelter

HJ571  Study; Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University and Virginia State University; teacher 
shortage; report. Requesting Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University and Virginia State University to jointly 
study strategies to mitigate the Commonwealth's shortage of 
career and technical education teachers in the fields of agricul-
tural education, technology education, and family and con-
sumer sciences.  
Patron - Orrock

HJ572  Study; regulation of menhaden fishing; 
report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission to study the most appropriate means of regulating the 
fishing of menhaden in the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries.  

Patron - Knight

HJ575  Study; Department of General Services; 
Infrastructure investments that yield energy savings; 
report. Requests the Department of General Services to study 
and recommend infrastructure investments that can be made to 
maximize energy savings to the Commonwealth.    
Patron - Krizek

HJ576  Study; JLARC to study the implementation 
of the National Voter Registration Act in Virginia; report.
Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to 
study the implementation of the National Voter Registration 
Act in Virginia and to evaluate the extent to which the proce-
dures implemented comply with the requirements of the 
National Voter Registration Act.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ578  Study; Joint Commission on Health Care; 
study of the long-term effects of marijuana use on individu-
als and populations; report. Directs the Joint Commission on 
Health Care to study the long-term effects of marijuana use on 
individuals and populations. In conducting its one-year study, 
the Joint Commission shall review scientific studies, including 
studies of individuals in states that have legalized or decrimi-
nalized the use of marijuana for medical or recreational pur-
poses, and other sources to determine the long-term effects of 
marijuana use on individuals.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ579  Study; joint committee to study implementa-
tion of the National Voter Registration Act in Virginia; 
report. Establishes a joint committee of the House and Senate 
Committees on Privileges and Elections to conduct a one-year 
study of the implementation of the National Voter Registration 

Act in Virginia. The study will evaluate the extent to which the 
procedures implemented comply with the requirements of the 
National Voter Registration Act.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ585  Study; State Council of Higher Education 
for Virginia; rates of in-state and out-of-state undergradu-
ate student admissions and enrollment at public institu-
tions of higher education in the Commonwealth and in each 
other state; report. Requests the State Council of Higher Edu-
cation for Virginia to study rates of in-state and out-of-state 
undergraduate student admissions and enrollment at public 
institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth and in 
each other state and to report its findings to the General 
Assembly no later than the first day of the 2018 Regular Ses-
sion of the General Assembly.  
Patron - Rasoul

HJ597  Study; Joint Commission on Health Care; 
study of heroin use in the Commonwealth; report. Directs 
the Joint Commission on Health Care to study heroin use in the 
Commonwealth, including the rates of use, the pathways that 
lead individuals to use, and initiatives focused on the preven-
tion of heroin use and heroin overdose, including the use of 
naloxone to prevent heroin overdoses.   
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ607  Study; Providing material support for a ter-
rorist organization. Directs the Virginia State Crime Commis-
sion to study feasibility and need for a criminal offense related 
to providing material support for terrorist organizations that 
would allow state and local officials to investigate and prose-
cute persons suspected of providing such support.   
Patron - Hope

HJ611  Study; State Council of Higher Education 
for Virginia; applied baccalaureate degrees at comprehen-
sive community colleges; report. Requests that the State 
Council of Higher Education for Virginia study the feasibility 
and benefits of comprehensive community colleges offering 
applied baccalaureate degrees by analyzing and making recom-
mendations on (i) the affordability of obtaining an applied bac-
calaureate degree at a comprehensive community college as 
compared to a baccalaureate public institution of higher educa-
tion, including the extent to which obtaining an applied bacca-
laureate degree at a comprehensive community college would 
reduce college debt; (ii) the feasibility and benefits of higher 
education centers on comprehensive community college cam-
puses; (iii) the feasibility and benefits of joint degree programs 
between comprehensive community colleges and baccalaure-
ate public institutions of higher education that are offered on 
community college campuses; (iv) the feasibility and benefits 
of offering applied baccalaureate degrees in engineering and 
information technology at Danville Community College and 
Patrick Henry Community College; (v) applied baccalaureate 
degrees that could be offered at Danville Community College, 
Patrick Henry Community College, or other comprehensive 
community colleges in addition to applied baccalaureate 
degrees in engineering and information technology; and (vi) 
options for residents in rural parts of the Commonwealth to 
earn applied baccalaureate degrees.   
Patron - Marshall, D.W.
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HJ614 Study; JLARC to study Virginia Adminis-
trative Process Act exemptions; report. Directs the Joint 
Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) to con-
duct a two-year study of the Virginia Administrative Process 
Act exemptions. In its study, JLARC is directed to (i) assess 
whether exemptions for agencies, boards, commissions, and 
authorities are justified or should be discontinued or modified; 
(ii) assess whether criteria and a process should be established 
for determining if requests for exemptions should be granted; 
(iii) assess the extent of public participation and economic 
impact analysis provided as part of rulemaking conducted by 
exempt agencies, boards, commissions, and authorities; (iv) 
review other states' processes and criteria for exempting state 
agencies, boards, commissions, and authorities from the 
rulemaking process; and (v) review other issues and make rec-
ommendations as appropriate. 
Patron - Ransone

HJ615  Study; Joint Commission on Technology and 
Science; robots, automation, and artificial intelligence; 
report. Directs the Joint Commission on Technology and Sci-
ence to convene an advisory committee to study the opportuni-
ties and challenges related to the adoption and use of robots, 
automation, and artificial intelligence, especially as it relates to 
the economy and the Commonwealth workforce and potential 
employment. The executive summary of the Commission's 
report shall be submitted no later than the first day of the 2018 
Session of the General Assembly.  
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HJ616  Study; Joint Commission on Health Care to 
study quality of health care services provided to inmates in 
jails and prisons in the Commonwealth; report. Directs the 
Joint Commission on Health Care to study the quality of health 
care services provided to inmates in jails and prisons in the 
Commonwealth. In conducting its study, the Joint Commission 
on Health Care shall (i) review the requirements for delivery of 
health care services in jails and prisons; (ii) review the over-
sight of health care service delivery in jails and prisons, includ-
ing the process for the development and implementation of 
performance measures and oversight and enforcement of con-
tracts for the delivery of health care services in jails and pris-
ons; (iii) evaluate the current quality of health care services 
delivered in jails and prisons; and (iv) develop recommenda-
tions for improving the quality of health care services delivered 
in jails and prisons in the Commonwealth. The Joint Commis-
sion shall complete its work by November 30, 2018.   
Patron - O'Bannon

HJ619  Study; Tax Commissioner to study disincen-
tives to upgrade machinery and tools; report. Requests that 
the Tax Commissioner study disincentives in the Code of Vir-
ginia that discourage investment in upgrades to machinery and 
tools and propose modifications to the Code of Virginia that 
would remove such disincentives.   
Patron - Davis

HJ627  Study; JLARC to study feasibility of allocat-
ing a larger portion of Virginia Lottery prize money to 
localities; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission (JLARC) to study the feasibility of allo-
cating a larger portion of Virginia Lottery prize money to local-

ities. In its study, JLARC is directed to (i) review how the 
Virginia Lottery would be affected if prizes were reduced by up 
to five percent to provide a greater return to localities, (ii) 
determine if operation costs could be reduced to provide an 
alternative way to return more money to localities, and (iii) 
review other related issues and make recommendations as 
appropriate.   
Patron - Wright

HJ633  Study; Department of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services; incentives for grocery stores to donate 
unsold, unspoiled food to charitable organizations; report.
Requests the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, to (i) study 
the feasibility of and develop recommendations for a program 
that would incentivize grocery stores to donate unsold, 
unspoiled food that would otherwise be discarded or wasted to 
hunger-relief charitable organizations for redistribution to 
needy families; (ii) identify the size and nature of grocery 
stores that could effectively participate in and advance the 
goals of such program; (iii) determine whether sanctions 
should be imposed for failure to participate in such program 
and, if so, the nature of such sanctions; and (iv) identify other 
policies that could be implemented to reduce food waste and its 
impacts on the environment and food security in the Common-
wealth.   
Patron - Simon

HJ636 Study; economic impacts of litter on fishing, 
farming, and water quality in urban streams; report.
Requests the Department of Environmental Quality to study 
the economic impact of litter on fishing, farming, water quality, 
and other components of Virginia's economy and to propose 
strategies, campaigns, and necessary state actions to protect the 
economy of the Commonwealth from harm caused by litter and 
promote Virginia's economic welfare. 
Patron - Krizek

HJ637 Study; Joint Subcommittee to Study Mental 
Health Services in the Commonwealth in the Twenty-First 
Century continued; report. Continues the Joint Subcommit-
tee to Study Mental Health Services in the Commonwealth in 
the Twenty-First Century for two additional years, through 
December 1, 2019. 
Patron - Bell, Robert B.

HJ638 Study; Department of Taxation to study uni-
tary combined reporting of corporate income; report.
Directs the Department of Taxation to research unitary com-
bined reporting of corporate income and develop a recommen-
dation regarding its implementation in the Commonwealth.
Patron - Lopez

HJ639  Study; Office of Drinking Water; study of 
the Commonwealth's drinking water infrastructure and 
oversight of the drinking water system; report. Requests the 
Office of Drinking Water of the Department of Health (the 
Office) to study the Commonwealth's drinking water infra-
structure and oversight of the drinking water system. In con-
ducting its study, the Office shall (i) identify problems or issues 
that may result in contamination of the Commonwealth's drink-
ing water supply with lead or copper or increase the likelihood 
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of contamination of the Commonwealth's drinking water sup-
ply with lead or copper and (ii) develop recommendations for 
addressing such problems or issues.   
Patron - Lopez

HJ648  Study; JLARC; impact of state-owned ports 
on local governments; report. Directs the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review Commission to review and update its 1999 
study entitled "Review of the Impact of State-Owned Ports on 
Local Governments."   
Patron - Heretick

HJ672 Study; JLARC; coastal flooding adaptation 
and resiliency report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission to study the ongoing efforts throughout 
the Commonwealth with regard to coastal flooding adaptation 
and resiliency and to (i) assess the adequacy and effectiveness 
of the Commonwealth's coastal flooding and adaptation devel-
opment programs; (ii) assess how effectively the state and local 
governments develop, manage, and oversee coastal flooding 
and adaptation practices and strategies; and (iii) examine best 
practices and strategies used by the public and private sectors 
in other states and other countries to manage water through 
successful coastal flooding and adaptation strategies. 
Patron - Stolle

HJ675 Study; Joint Commission on Health Care to 
study the creation of a registry of cases of abuse or neglect 
of an individual receiving waiver services by a service pro-
vider. Directs the Joint Commission on Health Care (JCHC) to 
study creation of a registry of cases of abuse or neglect of an 
individual receiving services through the Building Indepen-
dence, Family and Individual Supports, or Community Living 
waiver program by a service provider. In conducting its study, 
the JCHC shall (i) determine the scope of the proposed registry 
of cases of abuse or neglect of an individual receiving services 
through the Building Independence, Family and Individual 
Supports, or Community Living waiver program by a service 
provider, including the types of cases that should be included; 
(ii) identify the statutory, regulatory, and policy changes that 
may be required for the establishment and operation of such a 
registry by the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services or other appropriate entity; (iii) determine the 
cost of establishment and operation of such registry; and (iv) 
make such other recommendations to the establishment and 
operation of such registry as may be appropriate.
Patron - Landes

HJ676  Study; Department of Education; effect of 
local use value assessment of certain real estate on the com-
posite index of local ability to pay; report. Requests the 
Department of Education to (i) determine, for each of the 95 
localities that have adopted ordinances to provide for the use 
value assessment and taxation of certain real estate, the use 
value of all applicable real estate devoted to (a) agricultural 
use, (b) horticultural use, (c) forest use, and (d) open-space use, 
as those terms are defined in the Code of Virginia, and (ii) 
recalculate the composite index of local ability to pay for each 
such locality after taking into consideration such use values.   
Patron - Webert

HJ677  Study; study the current and potential 
impact of zebra and quagga mussels in Virginia waters and 
propose strategies, campaigns, and necessary state actions 
to protect Virginia waters from zebra and quagga mussel 
infestation; report. Requests the Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries to study the current and potential impact of 
zebra and quagga mussels in Virginia waters and propose strat-
egies, campaigns, and necessary state actions to protect Vir-
ginia waters from zebra and quagga mussel infestation.  
Patron - Poindexter

HJ678 Study; directing JLARC to study the teach-
ing profession in Virginia; report. Directs the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) to study the 
teaching profession in Virginia. In conducting its study, 
JLARC shall (i) evaluate all areas of teacher preparation pro-
grams in Virginia, including entry level positions, licensing 
and certifications, master teachers, school counselors, and 
administrators; (ii) identify the reasons teachers leave the pro-
fession; (iii) review the Department of Education's recent 
report to the General Assembly concerning teacher shortage 
disciplines for the 2016-2017 school year and project the short-
age rates by subject areas for the next five years; (iv) determine 
whether disparities exist in compensation and benefits, work 
environment, turnover, and attrition by region of the Common-
wealth and rank the regions where disparities and shortages are 
poorer; (v) compare the compensation, work environment, 
turnover, and attrition in Virginia with that of other states; (vi) 
evaluate current and innovative policies and programs that may 
contribute to improved student academic achievement and a 
strong teacher workforce implemented in Virginia and other 
states; and (vii) consider other issues and make recommenda-
tions that JLARC determines necessary for a thorough and 
comprehensive assessment of the teaching profession in the 
Commonwealth. JLARC must report its findings to the Gover-
nor and the 2018 Session of the General Assembly. 
Patron - Filler-Corn

HJ680  Joint subcommittee to study issues related to 
family caregiving and long-term care supports and ser-
vices; report. Establishes a joint subcommittee to study issues 
related to family caregiving and long-term care supports and 
services. The resolution directs the new joint subcommittee to 
(i) identify and compile an inventory of policies, resources, and 
programs available to unpaid caregivers; (ii) identify chal-
lenges affecting unpaid caregivers and barriers to unpaid care-
giving; (iii) develop recommendations for the development of 
new innovative means of providing support and assistance to 
unpaid caregivers to enable them to continue to provide ser-
vices and support to older adults and individuals with disabili-
ties; and (iv) report its findings and recommendations by the 
first day of the 2018 Regular Session.  
Patron - Filler-Corn

HJ688  Study; joint committee to study the expan-
sion of the Norfolk Airport Authority membership; report. 
Establishes a joint committee of the House Committee on 
Transportation and the Senate Committee on Transportation to 
study the expansion of the Norfolk Airport Authority member-
ship.  
Patron - Villanueva

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0648
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0672
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0675
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0676
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0677
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0678
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0680
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HJ0688


Study Resolutions 228  2017 Session Summary
HJ689  Study; joint subcommittee to study public 
transportation in Hampton Roads; report. Establishes a 
joint subcommittee to study governance and funding for public 
transportation in Hampton Roads.  
Patron - Villanueva

HJ690  Study; joint subcommittee to study mega-
region airport in Greater Hampton Roads; report. Estab-
lishes a joint subcommittee to study the feasibility and practi-
cality of building a mega-region airport in Greater Hampton 
Roads.  
Patron - Villanueva

HJ692 Study; JLARC; Commonwealth's cybersecu-
rity standards; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission to (i) evaluate the Commonwealth's cur-
rent policies, procedures, and standards for assessing cyberse-
curity risks and protecting the electronic information of all 
branches of state government from unauthorized uses, intru-
sions, and other security threats and (ii) make recommenda-
tions for the improvement of such policies, procedures, and 
standards, including a recommendation, within 180 days of 
commencing the study, as to whether either the General 
Assembly through legislation or the Governor through execu-
tive action should establish a centralized office or agency, other 
than the Virginia Information Technologies Agency, to have 
ongoing authority to establish, monitor, and update the Com-
monwealth's cybersecurity policies, procedures, and standards.
Patron - Murphy

HJ695  Study; JLARC; sentencing of drug offend-
ers; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review 
Commission to study and report on the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of the Virginia courts' sentencing of Schedule I and 
Schedule II drug offenders.    
Patron - Herring

HJ698 Study; Department of Social Services; Com-
monwealth's child support enforcement system and 
increase in arrearages; report. Requests the Department of 
Social Services to (i) analyze the efficiency of the Division of 
Child Support Enforcement's (DCSE) current child support 
enforcement processes and recommend strategies to improve 
such processes; (ii) identify trends regarding the aggregate 
amount of child support arrearages in the Commonwealth over 
the last four decades; (iii) identify the extent to which arrear-
ages have been owed and not reduced for a period of 10 years 
or more; (iv) identify and examine commonly cited reasons for 
noncustodial parents' nonpayment of child support; and (v) 
explain any practices that DCSE uses or could use to (a) assist 
parents with lowering their child support payments and vacat-
ing excessive child support orders; (b) identify and intervene in 
cases in which child support is excessive; (c) eliminate the cal-
culation of child support based on imputed income; (d) elimi-
nate the imposition of child support through default judgments; 
(e) establish a network of low-cost and pro bono attorneys to 
assist parents; (f) recognize and credit the reasonable expenses 
of noncustodial parents; (g) eliminate the accrual of child sup-
port arrearages during periods of reduced employment, unem-
ployment, or incarceration; (h) ensure that government 
attorneys engaged in child support establishment or enforce-
ment comply with due process requirements; (i) make avail-

able nonidentifying information about DCSE's child support 
cases and caseload for research purposes; and (j) encourage 
and assist with two-parent physical and emotional support for 
children, rather than limiting focus to financial support. 
Patron - LaRock

HJ700  Study; Broadband Advisory Council; 
broadband availability and the most cost-effective means to 
provide broadband coverage to the greatest number of peo-
ple; report. Requests the Broadband Advisory Council to 
develop a system for rating communities where the most peo-
ple can be served by increased broadband coverage for the 
least cost.  
Patron - Levine

HJ702 Study; JLARC to study the current and 
future funding needs of modern elections administration in 
the Commonwealth; report. Directs the Joint Legislative 
Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) to study the current 
and future funding needs of modern elections administration in 
the Commonwealth. The resolution directs JLARC to (i) evalu-
ate and compare the potential fiscal impact at the state and 
local level of procuring a new voter registration system to 
replace the current voter registration system with the potential 
fiscal impact of modifying the current voter registration system 
so that it is capable of meeting the current and projected needs 
of the Department of Elections, elections administrators, vot-
ers, and other relevant parties; (ii) review the statutory require-
ments related to the coordination of voter record management 
between the Department of Elections and other state agencies, 
including the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department 
of Social Services, and the Virginia State Police; and (iii) 
assess the current and projected costs of the security require-
ments for election and voter data. 
Patron - Sickles

HJ703  Study; joint committee to study the stream-
lining of special elections in the Commonwealth; report.
Establishes a joint committee of the House and Senate Com-
mittees on Privileges and Elections to study the streamlining of 
special elections in the Commonwealth. In conducting its 
study, the joint committee is to (i) review the current laws gov-
erning special elections, (ii) evaluate the costs borne in recent 
years by the localities to conduct special elections as compared 
to voter turnout at such elections, and (iii) consider options for 
a cohesive set of laws to govern special elections and for 
scheduling special elections, including the merits of establish-
ing a uniform schedule. General registrars, members of local 
electoral boards, and other elections administrators will be 
invited to participate in the study.  
Patron - Sickles

HJ704  Study; Secretary of Natural Resources and 
Secretary of Education; environmental education; report. 
Requests that the Secretary of Natural Resources and the Sec-
retary of Education convene and consult with a group of stake-
holders to study the delivery of environmental education in the 
Commonwealth in light of the elimination of all staff positions 
within the Department of Conservation and Recreation's Office 
of Environmental Education and the elimination, transfer, and 
reduction of many of such office's functions.   
Patron - Bulova
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HJ708  Study; Virginia State Crime Commission; 
hate crimes; report. Directs the Virginia State Crime Com-
mission to study the prevalence of hate crimes in the Common-
wealth and the adequacy of the current criminal Code 
provisions in addressing such offenses in comparison to the 
laws of other states across the nation.   
Patron - Plum

HJ709  Study; Secretary of Technology; interfacing 
of electronic medical records and information; report. 
Requests the Secretary of Technology to (i) study the develop-
ment of an effective and efficient system that interfaces elec-
tronic medical records and information throughout the 
Commonwealth; (ii) identify strategies to implement such 
health care interface and the costs associated therewith; (iii) 
assess various testing strategies for the interface; (iv) recom-
mend security and data standards for the interface; and (v) 
develop a systematic approach to interface operation, including 
developing, testing, implementing, and maintaining the inter-
face.  
Patron - Poindexter

HJ711  Study; Virginia State Crime Commission; 
DNA data bank; report. Directs the Virginia State Crime 
Commission to study expanding the number of misdemeanor 
crimes that require the DNA of the person convicted to be 
included in Virginia's DNA data bank.  
Patron - Toscano

HJ719  Study; Department of Labor and Industry; 
violence against health care professionals in hospital emer-
gency departments; report. Requests the Department of 
Labor and Industry to study violence against health care pro-
fessionals in hospital emergency departments and (i) identify 
the causes of the current disproportionate levels of violence in 
hospital emergency departments; (ii) analyze whether increas-
ing the penalties for violence against health care professionals 
in hospital emergency departments would lower the occurrence 
of violence in emergency departments; (iii) assess and make 
recommendations regarding the establishment of a system for 
reporting violent acts against health care professionals in hos-
pital emergency departments and for training such health care 
professionals to identify and de-escalate situations that are 
likely to result in violent acts; (iv) identify whether the imposi-
tion of higher penalties for violence in emergency departments 
or the establishment of the aforementioned system for report-
ing and training would more effectively reduce violence 
against health care professionals in hospital emergency depart-
ments, or both; and (v) recommend other strategies that would 
help lower the occurrence of violence in hospital emergency 
departments in the Commonwealth.   
Patron - Boysko

HJ720  Study; Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services; placement of group homes, 
residential care facilities, and detention centers; report.
Requests the Department of Behavioral Health and Develop-
mental Services to (i) identify and make recommendations for 
the content and timing of notices that should be given prior to 
locating a group home, residential care facility, or detention 
center; (ii) make recommendations for improvements to public 
hearings that are required when a person seeks to establish a 

group home, residential care facility, or detention center; (iii) 
assess the appropriateness of restrictive covenants that prohibit 
homeowners from using, or renting a dwelling for another to 
use, their premises to house one or more persons who may 
present a threat to the health or safety of other individuals in 
the neighborhood on the basis of a prior criminal conviction; 
(iv) make recommendations for appropriate restrictions on the 
location of group homes, residential care facilities, and deten-
tion centers; (v) identify staff-to-resident ratio requirements 
that should be imposed on group homes, residential care facili-
ties, and detention centers that house one or more persons who 
have a prior record of civil or criminal mental health commit-
ment on the basis of being a danger to themselves; and (vi) 
review and make recommendations to improve licensure and 
other regulatory requirements for group homes, residential care 
facilities, and detention centers.   
Patron - Pogge

HJ779 Study; Joint Commission on Health Care; 
impact of requiring community services boards to provide 
mental health services in jails; report. Directs the Joint Com-
mission on Health Care to study the impact of requiring com-
munity services boards to provide mental health services in 
jails, including the benefits and costs of requiring community 
services boards to provide mental health services to inmates of 
jails in the Commonwealth and barriers to requiring commu-
nity services boards to provide mental health services to 
inmates of jails in the Commonwealth, and to make recom-
mendations as to whether community services boards should 
be required to provide mental health services to inmates in 
jails.  
Patron - Holcomb

HJ781 Study; JLARC; study of adequacy of foster 
care payment rates in the Commonwealth; report. Directs 
the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) 
to study the adequacy of foster care payment rates in the Com-
monwealth. In conducting its study, JLARC shall (i) determine 
current foster care payment rates in the Commonwealth; (ii) 
determine the real cost to foster parents of caring for children 
in foster care; (iii) determine whether current foster care pay-
ment rates are adequate to cover the real cost of caring for chil-
dren in foster care; (iv) if current foster care payment rates are 
insufficient to cover the real cost of caring for children in foster 
care in the Commonwealth, determine whether foster care pay-
ment rates would need to be increased to the amount identified 
by the Foster Care Minimum Adequate Rates for Children 
(Foster Care MARC) or some other amount to cover the real 
cost of caring for children in foster care in the Commonwealth; 
and (v) if it is determined that foster care payment rates would 
have to be increased to cover the real cost of caring for children 
in foster care in the Commonwealth, determine the fiscal 
impact of increasing foster care payment rates to cover the full 
cost of caring for children in foster care in the Commonwealth.
Patron - Robinson

SB1007  Study; Departments of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services and Medical Assistance Ser-
vices to study use of the Involuntary Mental Commitment 
Fund; report. Requires the Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services, in cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Medical Assistance Services, to study the use of the 
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Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund, including (i) the poten-
tial use of the Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund to fund 
both involuntary temporary detention and voluntary treatment 
in a health care facility for the treatment of mental illness to 
reduce the use of involuntary treatment in the Commonwealth, 
(ii) the potential benefits of transferring management of the 
Involuntary Mental Commitment Fund from the Department of 
Medical Assistance Services to the Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Services, and (iii) any other strate-
gies for improving use of the funds in the Involuntary Mental 
Commitment Fund to improve access to mental health services 
in the Commonwealth. The Department of Behavioral Health 
and Developmental Services shall report its findings to the 
Joint Subcommittee Studying Mental Health Services in the 
Commonwealth in the 21st Century by November 1, 2017.  
Patron - Hanger

SJ229  Study; Virginia State Crime Commission; 
firearm registration; report. Directs the Virginia State Crime 
Commission to study the feasibility and costs of establishing a 
firearm registration program for firearms purchased in the 
Commonwealth, along with the potential efficacy of firearm 
registration in reducing firearm-related deaths and injuries.  
Patron - Favola

SJ234 Study; Virginia Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services to study spay-neuter programs in 
the Commonwealth; report. Requests the Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services to study the availability 
and effectiveness of spay-neuter programs in Commonwealth. 
Patron - Stanley

SJ242 Study; JLARC; free community college; 
report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission to study the feasibility of providing Virginians the 
opportunity to attend comprehensive community college with-
out paying tuition or fees.
Patron - Edwards

SJ246  Study; inland port facility in the Roanoke 
Region and New River Valley; report. Requests the Secretary 
of Transportation to study the feasibility of an additional inland 
port facility in the Roanoke Region and New River Valley.  
Patron - Edwards

SJ247  Study; JLARC to review total compensation 
to employees of the Commonwealth; report. Directs the 
Joint Legislative and Audit Review Commission to study the 
total value of all forms of compensation provided to state 
employees, including cash compensation and the value of 
health care, retirement, leave, and other flexible benefits.   
Patron - Ruff

SJ248  Study; JLARC to study feasibility of allocat-
ing a larger portion of Virginia Lottery prize money to 
localities; report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission (JLARC) to study the feasibility of allo-
cating a larger portion of Virginia Lottery prize money to local-
ities. In its study, JLARC is directed to (i) review how the 
Virginia Lottery would be affected if prizes were reduced by up 
to five percent to provide a greater return to localities, (ii) 

determine if operation costs could be reduced to provide an 
alternative way to return more money to localities, and (iii) 
review other related issues and make recommendations as 
appropriate.   
Patron - Ruff

SJ254 Study; State Council of Higher Education for 
Virginia; applied baccalaureate degrees at comprehensive 
community colleges; report. Requests that the State Council 
of Higher Education for Virginia study the feasibility and bene-
fits of comprehensive community colleges offering applied 
baccalaureate degrees by analyzing and making recommenda-
tions on (i) the affordability of obtaining an applied baccalau-
reate degree at a comprehensive community college as 
compared to a baccalaureate public institution of higher educa-
tion, including the extent to which obtaining an applied bacca-
laureate degree at a comprehensive community college would 
reduce college debt; (ii) the feasibility and benefits of higher 
education centers on comprehensive community college cam-
puses; (iii) the feasibility and benefits of joint degree programs 
between comprehensive community colleges and baccalaure-
ate public institutions of higher education that are offered on 
community college campuses; (iv) the feasibility and benefits 
of offering applied baccalaureate degrees in engineering and 
information technology at Danville Community College and 
Patrick Henry Community College; (v) applied baccalaureate 
degrees that could be offered at Danville Community College, 
Patrick Henry Community College, or other comprehensive 
community colleges in addition to applied baccalaureate 
degrees in engineering and information technology; and (vi) 
options for residents in rural parts of the Commonwealth to 
earn applied baccalaureate degrees.
Patron - Stanley

SJ255  Study; Directs the Virginia State Crime Com-
mission to study the feasibility and costs of establishing a com-
prehensive indigent defense system at the appellate level in the 
Commonwealth.   
Patron - Dance

SJ257 Study; Joint Commission on Health Care to 
study options for increasing the use of telemental health 
services in the Commonwealth; report. Directs the Joint 
Commission on Health Care to study options for increasing the 
use of telemental health services in the Commonwealth, 
including the issues and recommendations set forth in the 
report of the Telemental Health Work Group of the Joint Sub-
committee Studying Mental Health Services in the Common-
wealth in the 21st Century, and to report its findings to the 
Joint Subcommittee by November 1, 2017.
Patron - Hanger

SJ266 Study; JLARC; staffing ratio requirements 
for assisted living facilities and special care units; report. 
Requests that the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commis-
sion (i) identify and analyze current staff-to-resident ratio 
requirements for assisted living facilities and special care units 
and (ii) make recommendations for changes to such ratio 
requirements that would lead to better care and quality of life 
for residents, including recommendations regarding the total 
number and type of staff that (a) are required to meet the rou-
tine and special needs of all residents, (b) must be awake and 
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on duty during night shifts, and (c) should accompany resi-
dents on trips away from the assisted living facility or special 
care unit. 
Patron - Dance

SJ274  Study; JLARC; Department of Elections; 
report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission (JLARC) to study the Department of Elections. In con-
ducting its study, JLARC is directed to (i) review the 
Department's operations and expenditures, including its organi-
zational structure, compensation, staffing, productivity, and 
efficiency; (ii) review the operation and functionality of 
VERIS, the state's online voter registration system; (iii) evalu-
ate the costs of the continuing operation and maintenance of 
VERIS and whether such costs could be reduced by contract-
ing with an outside vendor; and (iv) review any other issues 
and make recommendations as appropriate.   
Patron - Obenshain

SJ278   Study; local government fiscal stress; report. 
Establishes a 15-member joint subcommittee to study local 
government fiscal stress. The two-year joint subcommittee 
shall review (i) the taxing authorities of local governments, 
including the disparity between city and county tax authority; 
(ii) local responsibilities for service delivery of state-mandated 
or high priority programs, (iii) causes of fiscal stress among 
local governments, (iv) the current state tax system, including 
the future of the car tax; and (v) potential financial incentives 
and other governmental reforms to encourage increased 
regional cooperation and consolidation of services.      
Patron - Hanger

SJ281 Study; long-term economic viability of work-
ing waterfronts; report. Requests the Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership to study the long-term economic via-
bility of working waterfronts, including a projection of the eco-
nomic viability of preserving waterfront locations for new and 
existing water-dependent uses, and restoring working water-
front structures. 
Patron - Lewis

SJ285 Study; Joint Commission on Health Care; 
sustainability of the Prescription Monitoring Program; 
report. Directs the Joint Commission on Health Care to study 
the sustainability of the Prescription Monitoring Program and 
identify potential funding sources for its future operation. 
Patron - Carrico

SJ289  Study; Virginia Conflict of Interest and Eth-
ics Advisory Council; local government officers and 
employees; report. Directs the Virginia Conflict of Interest 
and Ethics Advisory Council to study the procedures for the 
filing and review of disclosure forms by local government offi-
cers and employees.  
Patron - Ebbin

SJ291  Study; Virginia State Crime Commission; 
decrease in driving a motor vehicle while intoxicated con-
victions; report. Directs the Virginia State Crime Commission 

to study the causes of the decrease in convictions for driving a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated over the past five years.  
Patron - Surovell

SJ292  Study; SCHEV; financial reserves; report. 
Requests the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia to 
study the practice of maintaining financial reserves at bacca-
laureate public universities of higher education.  
Patron - Surovell

SJ296  Study; Joint Commission on Health Care; 
needs of older adults who are incarcerated or are being 
released from prison; report. Directs the Joint Commission 
on Health Care to (i) study the unique needs of older adults 
who are incarcerated within Virginia's prison system or are 
being released back into the community, including needs 
related to community services and supports, housing, case 
management, health care, including mental health, and 
employment; (ii) identify and examine the effectiveness of all 
existing state programs, services, and supports designed to help 
older adults released from prison in the Commonwealth secure 
necessary health care, housing, and employment; and (iii) rec-
ommend strategies or programs to ensure the safety and well-
being of the growing number of older adults who are incarcer-
ated within Virginia's prison system or are being released into 
the community in recognition of their unique needs.   
Patron - Ebbin
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Appendix A: Session Statistics 

 Continued Introduced Passed Failed 

House Bills 115 1086 515 686 

House Joint Resolutions 3 551 443 111 

House Resolutions 1 210 208 3 

House Total 119 1847 1166 800 

Senate Bills 105 813 365 553 

Senate Joint Resolutions 18 232 178 72 

Senate Resolutions 0 67 64 3 

Senate Total 123 1112 607 628 

General Assembly Total 242 2959 1773 1428 
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Agriculture/Natural Resources

Passed

HB 2383/SB 898 Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ); combined sewer overflow (CSO)
outfalls; Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Directs DEQ to
identify the owner of any combined sewer overflow
outfall that discharges into the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed and to determine what actions by the owner,
if it is not under a state order, are necessary to bring the
outfall into compliance with Virginia law, the federal
Clean Water Act, and the Presumption Approach
described in the CSO Control Policy of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The bill
requires any owner of such an outfall to initiate
construction activities by July 1, 2023, to bring it into
compliance by July 1, 2025. Until compliance is
achieved, the bill requires the outfall owner to annually
report its progress to DEQ. The bill requires DEQ to
provide all such reports to certain legislative
committees, the Virginia delegation to the Chesapeake
Bay Commission, the Secretary of Natural Resources,
and the Governor. The bill does not apply to any outfall
for which a higher level of control is necessary to
comply with a Total Maximum Daily Load.

SB 1195 Produce safety; farm inspections; civil
penalty. Prohibits certain farms from violating the
federal regulations that set minimum standards for the
safe growing, harvesting, packing, and holding of fruits
and vegetables. The bill authorizes the Board of
Agriculture and Consumer Services to adopt regulations
to carry out the purposes of the law and gives the
Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services
free access at reasonable hours to certain farms to
inspect the farms and take samples. The Commissioner
also is authorized to seize certain produce if he believes
it is being grown, kept, or exposed for sale or held in
violation of federal regulations or state law, and the bill
provides a court process by which the seizure may be
contested. The bill authorizes the Board to levy a civil
penalty of up to $1,000 per violation, to be deposited in

Table of Contents

Agriculture/Natural Resources.........1

Business............................................2

Constitutional Amendments.............3

Courts/Civil Law..............................3

Courts/Criminal Justice....................4

Education..........................................5

General Laws...................................7

Health...............................................9

Prisons/Corrections..........................9

Privileges and Elections.................10

Social Services...............................10

Taxation..........................................12

Transportation/Motor Vehicles.......12

The 2017  Session Highlights summarizes significant legislation considered by the 2017 Session of the
General Assembly as selected by the staff of the Virginia Division of Legislative Services. The brief overview of
the 2017 Session covers legislative actions through sine die on Saturday, February 25, 2017. Bills are
differentiated as Passed or Failed. Passed bills are subject to review and veto by the Governor; thus, some of
the bills listed as passed in this volume may be amended and some may not become law.

Appendix B: 2017 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS



236

2017 Session Highlights

the Virginia Natural Resources Commitment Fund. The
bill includes provisions that would cause it to expire
upon the repeal of the relevant federal law, the granting
of an exemption under such federal law, or the cessation
of federal funding.

SB 1398 Coal combustion residuals unit; closure
permit; assessments required. Requires the owner or
operator of a coal combustion residuals unit (CCR unit)
to identify water pollution and address corrective
measures to resolve it, evaluate the clean closure of the
CCR unit by recycling the ash for use in cement or
moving it to a landfill, and demonstrate the long-term
safety of the CCR unit. The bill requires the owner or
operator of each CCR unit to transmit a report on its
progress to the Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) and other agencies or legislative committees by
January 1, 2018. The bill prohibits the Director of DEQ
from delaying the issuance of a permit to close any CCR
unit pending the completion of the assessment.

Failed

HB 1900 Dogs running at large; civil penalty.
Prohibits dog owners from allowing dogs to run at large
on the property of another after the landowner has given
notice to the dog owner to keep the dog off of the
property. The bill provides for a civil penalty of $100 per
dog, enforced by animal control, conservation police,
and other law-enforcement officers for each violation.
Notice may be given verbally, in writing, with signs, or
with blue tree markings.

Business

Passed

HB 1760/SB 1418 Electric utilities; costs of pumped
hydroelectricity generation and storage facilities.
Authorizes an investor-owned electric utility to petition
the State Corporation Commission for approval of a rate
adjustment clause for recovery of the costs of one or
more pumped hydroelectricity generation and storage
facilities that utilize associated on-site or off-site
renewable energy resources as all or a portion of their
power source and such facilities and associated resources
are located in the coalfield region of the Commonwealth.
The measure provides that the requirement that a utility
demonstrate that it has considered and weighed
alternative options, including third-party market

alternatives, in its selection process applies only to a
generation facility that is described in clauses (i) and (ii)
of subdivision A 6 of § 56-585.1.

HB 1825/SB 1425 Rights to resell tickets; civil
penalty. Prohibits any person that issues tickets for
admission to a professional concert, professional
sporting event, or professional theatrical production,
open to the public for which tickets are ordinarily sold,
from issuing the ticket solely through a delivery method
that substantially prevents the ticket purchaser from
lawfully reselling the ticket on the Internet ticketing
platform of the ticket purchaser's choice. The measure
also prohibits a person from being discriminated against
or denied admission to an event solely on the basis that
the person resold a ticket, or purchased a resold ticket,
on a specific Internet ticketing platform. A person
violating these prohibitions is subject to a civil penalty
of not less than $1,000 nor more than $5,000.

HB 2267 Health benefit plans; coverage for hormonal
contraceptives. Requires any health benefit plan that is
amended, renewed, or delivered on or after January 1,
2018, that provides coverage for hormonal
contraceptives to cover up to a 12-month supply of
hormonal contraceptives when dispensed or furnished at
one time for a covered person or at a location licensed or
otherwise authorized to dispense drugs or supplies. Such
a plan is prohibited, in the absence of clinical
contraindications, from imposing utilization controls or
other forms of medical management limiting the supply
of hormonal contraceptives that may be dispensed or
furnished by a provider or pharmacy, or at a location
licensed or otherwise authorized to dispense drugs or
supplies, to an amount that is less than a 12-month
supply. The measure does not require a provider to
prescribe, furnish, or dispense 12 months of self-
administered hormonal contraceptives at one time. The
measure also provides that it shall not be construed to
exclude coverage for hormonal contraceptives as
prescribed by a provider for reasons other than
contraceptive purposes, such as decreasing the risk of
ovarian cancer or eliminating symptoms of menopause,
or for contraception that is necessary to preserve the life
or health of an enrollee.
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Failed

SB 1053 Qualified education loan servicers. Prohibits
any person from acting as a qualified education loan
servicer without first obtaining a license from the State
Corporation Commission and establishes procedures
pertaining to such licenses. Banks and credit unions are
exempt from the licensing provisions. The servicing of a
qualified education loan encompasses (i) receiving any
scheduled periodic payments from a qualified education
loan borrower pursuant to the terms of a qualified
education loan; (ii) applying the payments of principal
and interest and such other payments with respect to the
amounts received from a qualified education loan
borrower, as may be required pursuant to the terms of a
qualified education loan; and (iii) performing other
administrative services with respect to a qualified
education loan. Qualified education loan servicers are
prohibited from, among other things, (a)
misrepresenting the amount, nature, or terms of any fee
or payment due or claimed to be due on a qualified
education loan, the terms and conditions of the loan
agreement, or the borrower's obligations under the loan;
(b) knowingly misapplying or recklessly applying
qualified education loan payments to the outstanding
balance of a qualified education loan; and (c) failing to
report both the favorable and unfavorable payment
history of the borrower to a nationally recognized
consumer credit bureau at least annually if the loan
servicer regularly reports information to such a credit
bureau. Violations are subject to a civil penalty not
exceeding $2,500. The bill has a delayed effective date
of July 1, 2018.

Constitutional Amendments

Failed

SJ 223 Constitutional amendment (first resolution);
qualification of voters and executive clemency.
Amends the authority of the Governor to remove the
political disabilities of persons convicted of felonies,
thus restoring their civil rights. The resolution requires
the Governor to automatically remove the political
disabilities of a person convicted of a felony, other than
a violent felony, who has completed service of his
sentence and any modification of that sentence, and has
met any other conditions that may be set by the General
Assembly. The Governor retains the discretion to

remove the political disabilities of persons convicted of
violent felonies. A person convicted of a violent felony
shall become eligible for the removal of his political
disabilities once he has completed (i) the payment in full
of any restitution, fines, costs, and fees assessed against
him as a result of his conviction and (ii) service of his
sentence and any modification of that sentence,
including any period or condition of probation, parole, or
suspension of sentence, and at least five years have
passed since he completed such payment and service of
sentence without any new felony convictions or any
misdemeanor convictions involving moral turpitude.

Courts/Civil Law

Passed

HB 1608/SB 903 Uniform Fiduciary Access to Digital
Assets Act. Creates the Uniform Fiduciary Access to
Digital Assets Act. The bill allows fiduciaries to manage
digital property such as computer files, web domains,
and virtual currency and restricts a fiduciary's access to
electronic communications such as email, text messages,
and social media accounts unless the original user
consented to such access in a will, trust, power of
attorney, or other record. The bill repeals the Privacy
Expectation Afterlife and Choices Act, which was
enacted in 2015.

HB 1941/SB 1413 Immunity of persons; defamation;
statements regarding matters of public concern
communicated to a third party; statements made at a
public hearing. Adds defamation to the causes of action
from which a citizen shall be immune when making
statements (i) regarding matters of public concern to a
third party or (ii) at a public hearing before the
governing body of any locality or other political
subdivision, or the boards, commissions, agencies, and
authorities thereof, and other governing bodies of any
local governmental entity. The bill further provides that
the immunity does not apply to any statements made
with actual or constructive knowledge that they are false,
or with reckless disregard for whether they are false.

HB 2289 Award of life insurance upon divorce or
dissolution of marriage. Provides that where an order
for spousal support or separate maintenance has been
entered by the court, the court may order a party to
maintain an existing life insurance policy, designate the
other party as beneficiary, allocate the premium cost of
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life insurance between the parties, and order the insured
party to facilitate the provision of certain information
from the insurer to the beneficiary. The bill sets out
factors to be considered by the court when making such
an award and provides that the obligation to maintain a
life insurance policy ceases upon the termination of the
party's obligation to pay spousal support or separate
maintenance. As introduced, the bill was a
recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Failed

SB 814 Services of summons for witness or subpoena
duces tecum on foreign business entities. Allows the
court to enforce compliance with a summons for witness
or a subpoena duces tecum served on the registered agent
of a foreign business entity registered with the State
Corporation Commission to transact business in the
Commonwealth, regardless of whether the foreign
business entity is a party to the underlying case. This bill
is in response to the Supreme Court of Virginia decision
in Yelp, Inc. v. Hadeed Carpet Cleaning, Inc., Record
No. 140242, 770 S.E.2d 440 (2015) and is a
recommendation of the Boyd-Graves Conference.

Courts/Criminal Justice

Passed

HB 1852/SB 1299 Carrying concealed handguns;
protective orders. Authorizes any person 21 years of
age or older who is not prohibited from purchasing,
possessing, or transporting a firearm and is protected by
an unexpired protective order to carry a concealed
handgun for 45 days after the protective order was
issued. The bill provides that if the person issued the
protective order applies for a concealed handgun permit
during such 45-day period, such person will be
authorized to carry a concealed handgun for an
additional 45 days and be given a copy of the certified
application, which shall serve as a de facto concealed
handgun permit. The bill requires such person to have
the order or certified application and photo identification
on his person when carrying a concealed handgun and to
display them upon demand by a law-enforcement officer;
failure to do so is punishable by a $25 civil penalty.

HB 2051/SB 1091 Driver's license; marijuana
possession. Revises the existing provision that a person

loses his driver's license for six months when convicted
of or placed on deferred disposition for a drug offense to
provide that the provision does not apply to deferred
disposition of simple possession of marijuana. The
exception applies only to adults; juveniles will still be
subject to license suspension. The bill provides that a
court retains the discretion to suspend or revoke the
driver's license of a person placed on deferred
disposition for simple possession of marijuana and must
suspend or revoke for six months the driver's license of
such person who was operating a motor vehicle at the
time of the offense. The bill also requires that such a
person whose driver's license is not suspended or
revoked perform 50 hours of community service in
addition to any community service ordered as part of the
deferred disposition. The provisions of the bill are
contingent upon written assurance from the U.S.
Department of Transportation that Virginia will not lose
any federal funds as a result of implementation of the
bill.

HB 2240 Crime victim's right to nondisclosure of
certain information; murder. Requires that written
consent provided by the victim's next of kin to law
enforcement is necessary, if the victim is a minor, before
a law-enforcement agency may disclose any information
that identifies the victim of a crime that resulted in the
victim's death.

HB 2327 DUI; implied consent; refusal of blood or
breath tests. Eliminates the criminal penalties for
refusing to submit to a blood test to determine the
alcohol or drug content of a defendant's blood upon
arrest for a DUI-related offense under the law on implied
consent. The bill also increases to a Class 1
misdemeanor the criminal penalty for refusing to submit
to a breath test under the law on implied consent for an
offense committed within 10 years of a prior offense of
refusal or of another DUI-related offense. The bill also
extends to blood tests performed by the Department of
Forensic Science pursuant to a search warrant the
rebuttable presumption that a person is intoxicated based
on the person's blood alcohol level demonstrated by such
tests. The bill also provides that an application for a
search warrant to perform a blood test on a person
suspected of committing a DUI-related offense shall be
given priority over other matters pending before the
judge or magistrate. Finally, the bill establishes a
rebuttable presumption applicable in a civil case for
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punitive damages for injuries caused by an intoxicated
driver that a person who has consumed alcohol knew or
should have known that his ability to drive was or would
be impaired by such consumption. This bill is in
response to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in
Birchfield v. North Dakota, 136 S. Ct. 2160 (2016).

HB 2350 Use of electronic device to trespass; peeping
into dwelling or occupied building; penalty. Punishes
as a Class 1 misdemeanor the use of an electronic device
to enter the property of another to secretly or furtively
peep or spy or attempt to peep or spy into a dwelling or
occupied building located on such property, unless such
use occurs pursuant to a lawful criminal investigation.

HB 2410/SB 1154 Providing support to terrorist
organizations; penalty. Provides that any person who
knowingly provides any material support to an
individual or organization whose primary objective is to
commit an act of terrorism and does so with the intent to
further such objective is guilty of a Class 3 felony. If the
provision of such material support results in the death of
any person, the penalty is increased to a Class 2 felony.
The bill also expands the definition of an act of terrorism
to include an act committed outside the Commonwealth
that would meet the definition of an act of violence if
such act was committed within the Commonwealth.

SB 1060 Female genital mutilation; criminal penalty
and civil action. Makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for
any person to knowingly circumcise, excise, or
infibulate the labia major, labia minora, or clitoris of a
minor. The bill makes it a Class 1 misdemeanor for any
parent, guardian, or other person responsible for the care
of a minor to consent to such circumcision, excision, or
infibulation. The bill also makes it a Class 1
misdemeanor for any parent, guardian, or other person
responsible for the care of a minor to knowingly remove
or cause or permit the removal of such minor from the
Commonwealth for the purposes of performing such
circumcision, excision, or infibulation. The bill also
provides a civil cause of action for any person injured by
such circumcision, excision, or infibulation. The bill
also provides that any of these offenses shall be a
separate and distinct offense and shall not preclude
prosecution under any other statute.

Failed

HB 1834 Distracted driving; penalty. Expands the
prohibition on manually entering multiple letters or text
in a handheld communications device while operating a
motor vehicle to also prohibit the manual selection of
multiple icons and removes the condition that such
manual entry is prohibited only if performed as a means
of communicating with another person. The bill prohibits
the operator of a motor vehicle from reading any
information displayed on the device; current law
prohibits reading an email or text message. The bill
provides that this prohibition does not apply to reading
any information displayed through the use of a global
positioning system for the purposes of navigation. The
bill eliminates the current exemption from the prohibition
on using a handheld personal communications device
while operating a motor vehicle when the vehicle is
stopped or not moving; the current exemption from the
prohibition when the vehicle is parked is not affected.

SB 796 Expungement of certain charges and
convictions. Allows a person to petition for
expungement of convictions and deferred disposition
dismissals for marijuana possession, underage alcohol
possession, and using a false ID to obtain alcohol when
the offense occurred prior to the person's twenty-first
birthday, all court costs, fines, and restitution have been
paid, and five years have elapsed since the date of
completion of all terms of sentencing and probation.

Education

Passed

HB 1400/SB 1240 Virginia Virtual School established.
Establishes the Board of the Virginia Virtual School (the
Board) as a policy agency in the executive branch of state
government for the purpose of governing the full-time
virtual school programs offered to students enrolled in
the Virginia Virtual School (the School). The Secretary
of Education is responsible for such agency. The 14-
member Board is given operational control of the School
and assigned powers and duties. Beginning with the
2019-2020 school year, the bill requires the School to be
open to any school-age person in the Commonwealth and
to provide an educational program meeting the Standards
of Quality for grades kindergarten through 12, with a
maximum enrollment of 5,000 students statewide. The
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bill requires the average state share of Standards of
Quality per pupil funding for each enrolled student to be
transferred to the School.

HB 1402/SB 907 Governing boards of public
institutions of higher education; leadership;
residency. Requires the president or any one of the vice
presidents of the board of visitors of Virginia Military
Institute, the chairman or the vice-chairman of the State
Board, and the rector or vice-rector of the governing
board of each other public institution of higher education
to be a resident of the Commonwealth. 

HB 1605 Parental Choice Education Savings
Accounts established. Permits the parent of a public
preschool, elementary, or secondary school student to
apply to the school division in which the student resides
for a one-year, renewable Parental Choice Education
Savings Account that consists of an amount that is
equivalent to a certain percentage of all applicable
annual Standards of Quality per pupil state funds
appropriated for public school purposes and apportioned
to the resident school division in which the student
resides, including the per pupil share of state sales tax
funding in basic aid and any state per pupil share of
special education funding to which the student is
eligible. The bill permits the parent to use the moneys in
such account for certain education-related expenses of
the student, including tuition, deposits, fees, and
required textbooks at a private, sectarian or nonsectarian
elementary or secondary school or preschool that is
located in the Commonwealth and does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, or national origin. The bill
also contains provisions relating to auditing, rescinding,
and reviewing expenses made from such accounts.

HB 2262 Online Virginia Network Authority
established. Establishes the Online Virginia Network
Authority (the Authority) as a political subdivision of the
Commonwealth for the purpose of establishing the
Online Virginia Network to coordinate the online
delivery of courses that facilitate the completion of
degrees at George Mason University and Old Dominion
University. The bill requires the Authority to be
governed by a 15-member board, sets forth several
duties of the Authority, and grants the Authority
operational flexibility in the areas of procurement and
information technology, provided that the Authority
adopts and complies with certain policies.

HB 2342/SB 1283 Public schools; regional charter
school divisions. Authorizes the Board of Education
(the Board) to establish regional charter school divisions
consisting of at least two but not more than three existing
school divisions in regions in which each underlying
school division has an enrollment of more than 3,000
students and one or more schools that have accreditation
denied status for two out of the past three years. The bill
requires such regional charter school divisions to be
supervised by a school board that consists of eight
members appointed by the Board and one member
appointed by the localities of each of the underlying
divisions. The bill authorizes the school board, after a
review by the Board, to review and approve public
charter school applications in the regional charter school
divisions and to contract with the applicant. The bill
requires that the state share of Standards of Quality per
pupil funding of the underlying school district in which
the student resides be transferred to such school. 

SB 1234 Public institutions of higher education;
passport credit program. Requires the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia (the Council) and each
public institution of higher education to develop a
passport credit program that will be offered at each
associate-degree-granting public institution of higher
education. Under the program, each passport credit
course shall satisfy a lower division general education
requirement at any public institution of higher education.
The bill requires the Council to develop such program by
July 1, 2020, and each associate-degree-granting public
institution of higher education to offer such program by
the 2020-2021 academic year.

Failed

HB 1534 Student discipline; long-term suspension.
Reduces the maximum length of a long-term suspension
from 364 calendar days to 90 school days. The bill
prohibits a long-term suspension from extending beyond
any 45 school day period unless the school principal or
division superintendent finds that aggravating
circumstances exist, as defined by the local school
board. The bill requires that the length of any long-term
suspension that extends beyond any 45 school day
period shall be reviewed at the end of each such period.

HB 1536 Public schools; student discipline. Prohibits
students in preschool through grade three from being
suspended for more than five school days or expelled
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except for drug offenses, firearm offenses, or certain
criminal acts.

SB 987 Higher education; in-state tuition. Prohibits
any percentage increase in in-state tuition or instructional
fees for undergraduate students at Virginia's public
institutions of higher education that exceeds the annual
percentage increase, as determined by the State Council
of Higher Education for Virginia, of the median
household income in the Commonwealth established by
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, of the calendar year immediately
preceding the affected year.

General Laws

Passed

HB 1623/SB 991 Residential rental property. Provides
that the foreclosure of a residential rental property shall
act as a termination of the rental agreement by the owner
of such property. In such case, the tenant may remain in
possession of such dwelling unit as a month-to-month
tenant on the terms of the terminated rental agreement
until the successor owner gives a notice of termination of
such month-to-month tenancy. The bill also provides
how rental payments may be made during the period of
the month-to-month tenancy. In addition, the bill
requires a current owner of rental property who has
entered into a written property management agreement
with a managing agent and who has subsequently entered
into a purchase agreement with a new owner to give
written notice to the managing agent requesting payment
of security deposits to the current owner prior to
settlement with the new owner. The bill requires the
managing agent to transfer the security deposits to the
current owner and provide written notice to each tenant
that his security deposit has been transferred.

HB 1842 Alcoholic beverage control; neutral grain
spirits or alcohol sold at government stores; proof.
Increases from 101 to 151 the proof of neutral grain
spirits or alcohol that is without distinctive character,
aroma, taste, or color that may be sold at government
stores. The bill has an expiration date of July 1, 2022.

HB 1854/SB 1312 Lobbyist reporting, the State and
Local Government Conflict of Interests Act, and the
General Assembly Conflicts of Interests Act; filing of
required disclosures; registration of lobbyists;

candidate filings; judges; definition of gift; informal
advice; civil penalties; technical amendments. Makes
numerous changes to the laws governing lobbyist
reporting, the conflict of interest acts, and the Virginia
Conflict of Interest and Ethics Advisory Council (the
Council), including (i) allowing the Secretary of the
Commonwealth to suspend any penalty that could be
assessed against a lobbyist's principal for failing to file
the required disclosure if such failure is beyond the
control of the principal; (ii) clarifying the procedures for
terminating the services of a lobbyist; (iii) requiring that
lobbyist registration forms be filed electronically; (iv)
eliminating the requirement that a lobbyist list the
names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all other
lobbyists representing the same principal; (v) creating a
separate statement for a lobbyist's principal to waive the
principal signature requirement on the lobbyist
disclosure form; (vi) granting the clerk of the local
governing body or school board the same power as the
Council to redact from any disclosure form released to
the public any residential address, personal telephone
number, or signature; (vii) eliminating the minimum
duration of the mandatory refresher ethics orientation
session for General Assembly members; (viii) allowing
written informal advice from the Council to confer
immunity from prosecution upon individuals acting in
accordance with such advice; (ix) clarifying the
Council's authority to grant extensions from the filing
deadline and imposing a $250 civil penalty on agency
heads or local clerks who fail to provide the disclosure
forms to filers in a timely manner; (x) requiring lobbyists
to provide a report of gifts made during a regular session
of the General Assembly no later than three weeks after
adjournment to legislators and certain executive branch
officials who are required to file a session gift report; and
(xi) directing that candidates for statewide office and the
General Assembly are required to file a disclosure form
with the State Board of Elections and candidates for a
constitutional office are required to file a disclosure form
with the local general registrar. The bill also extends the
filing deadline for disclosure forms from January 15 to
February 1 and clarifies the reporting period covered by
the disclosure forms. The bill eliminates events open to
individuals who share a common interest from the
definition of a "widely attended event," attendance at
which is not subject to the gift cap. The bill also exempts
from the definition of a "gift" (a) gifts from a person's
child-in-law; (b) gifts related to a person's volunteer
service; (c) meals provided for attendance at an official
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meeting of the Commonwealth, its political subdivisions,
or certain other entities; and (d) attendance at a reception
or similar function. The bill also exempts members of the
judiciary from certain provisions governing prohibited
gifts and prohibited personal interests in a transaction
where such members are already subject to similar or
greater prohibitions under the Canons of Judicial
Conduct for the State of Virginia. The bill also clarifies
that a legislator may have a personal interest in a contract
with a government agency, not including a legislative
branch agency, when the Virginia Public Procurement
Act allows the award of such contract without
competition. The bill further clarifies the exceptions that
allow state and local officers and employees who have a
personal interest in a transaction to participate in the
transaction.

HB 1979/SB 1193 Board for Contractors; exemption
from licensure; responsibility for contracting with
unlicensed or unregistered person. Exempts from
licensure work undertaken by a person providing
construction, remodeling, repair, improvement, removal,
or demolition valued at $2,500 or less per project on
behalf of a properly licensed contractor, provided that
such contractor holds a valid license in the residential or
commercial building contractor classification. The bill
provides, however, that any construction services that
require an individual license or certification shall be
rendered only by an individual licensed or certified by
the Board for Contractors. The bill also provides that any
contractor that directly employs or otherwise contracts
with a person who is not credentialed by the Board for
Contractors for work requiring a credential shall be
solely responsible for any monetary penalty or other
sanction resulting from the act of employing or
contracting with a person who lacks the proper credential
based upon such person's failure to obtain or maintain
the required credential.

HB 2359/SB 1287 Virginia Alcoholic Beverage
Control (ABC) Authority. Changes the effective date
for the creation of the ABC Authority from July 1, 2018,
to January 15, 2018. The bill creates a transition period
from January 15, 2018, until December 31, 2018, during
which time the current Department of Alcoholic
Beverage Control will coexist with the ABC Authority to
facilitate an orderly and efficient transition and to ensure
the continuation of operations during the transition. The
bill provides that during the transition period the current

ABC Board will be the Board of Directors of the ABC
Authority. The bill grants to the ABC Authority the
authority to implement and maintain independent payroll
and nonpayroll disbursement systems, which are subject
to review and approval by the State Comptroller and
which include travel reimbursements, revenue refunds,
disbursements for vendor payments, petty cash, and
interagency payments. The bill also (i) streamlines the
suspension and revocation process to encourage
settlement of cases before reaching the appeal level to
the Board of Directors, (ii) exempts the ABC Authority
from mandatory procurement provisions, and (iii)
authorizes the Board of Directors to delegate or assign to
any officer or employee of the ABC Authority any duties
or tasks required to be performed by the ABC Authority,
but provides that the Board of Directors remains
responsible for the performance of any such duties or
tasks.

SB 1261 Official emblems and designations; George
Washington's rye whiskey; state spirit. Designates
George Washington's rye whiskey produced at Mount
Vernon, Virginia, as the state spirit.

SB 1578 Short-term rental of property. Authorizes a
locality to adopt an ordinance requiring the registration
of persons offering property for short-term rental. The
bill defines "short-term rental" as the provision of a
room or space suitable for sleeping or lodging for less
than 30 consecutive days. Persons and entities already
licensed or registered related to the rental or
management of property by the Department of Health,
the Real Estate Board, the Virginia Real Estate Time-
Share Act, or a locality would not be required to register.
The bill authorizes localities to impose penalties not to
exceed $500 per violation on persons who violate the
registry ordinance. The bill amends the Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) Act to clarify that certain
property rented on a short-term basis is considered a bed
and breakfast establishment for purposes of ABC
licensing and that the exception from ABC licensing for
serving alcoholic beverages to guests in a residence does
not apply if the guest is a short-term lessee of the
residence.
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Health

Passed

HB 1549/SB 1005 Community services boards and
behavioral health authorities; services to be
provided. Provides that the core of services provided by
community services boards and behavioral health
authorities shall include, effective July 1, 2019, same-
day access to mental health screening services and
outpatient primary care screening and monitoring
services for physical health indicators and health risks
and follow-up services for individuals identified as being
in need of assistance with overcoming barriers to
accessing primary health services. The bill also provides
that, effective July 1, 2021, the core of services provided
by community services boards and behavioral health
authorities shall include crisis services for individuals
with mental health or substance use disorders, outpatient
mental health and substance abuse services, psychiatric
rehabilitation services, peer support and family support
services, mental health services for members of the
armed forces located 50 miles or more from a military
treatment facility and veterans located 40 miles or more
from a Veterans Health Administration medical facility,
care coordination services, and case management
services. The bill also requires the Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services to report
annually regarding progress in the implementation of
this act.

HB 1885/SB 1232 Limits on prescription of
controlled substances containing opioids. Requires a
prescriber registered with the Prescription Monitoring
Program (the Program) to request information about a
patient from the Program upon initiating a new course of
treatment that includes the prescribing of opioids
anticipated, at the onset of treatment, to last more than
seven consecutive days and exempts the prescriber from
this requirement if the opioid is prescribed as part of
treatment for a surgical or invasive procedure and such
prescription is for no more than 14 consecutive days.
The bill extends the sunset for this requirement from
July 1, 2019, to July 1, 2022.

SB 1230 Opiate prescriptions; electronic
prescriptions. Requires a prescription for any controlled
substance containing an opiate to be issued as an
electronic prescription and prohibits a pharmacist from

dispensing a controlled substance that contains an opiate
unless the prescription is issued as an electronic
prescription, beginning July 1, 2020. The bill defines
electronic prescription as a written prescription that is
generated on an electronic application in accordance
with federal regulations and is transmitted to a pharmacy
as an electronic data file. The bill requires the Secretary
of Health and Human Resources to convene a work
group of interested stakeholders to review actions
necessary for the implementation of the bill's provisions,
to evaluate hardships on prescribers and the inability of
prescribers to comply with the deadline for electronic
prescribing, and to make recommendations for any
extension or exemption processes relative to compliance
or disruptions due to natural or manmade disasters or
technology gaps, failures, or interruptions of services. 

Failed

HB 1533 Required immunizations; meningococcal
conjugate. Requires the Board of Health to include in
regulations governing the immunization of school
children a requirement for one dose of meningococcal
conjugate (MCV4) administered before the child enters
the sixth grade. The bill has a delayed effective date of
July 1, 2018.

HB 1563 Regulations governing hospitals; facilities
performing abortions. Removes language classifying
facilities that perform five or more first trimester
abortions per month as hospitals for the purpose of
complying with regulations establishing minimum
standards for hospitals.

Prisons/Corrections

Passed

SB 1063 State Board of Corrections; membership;
powers and duties; review of death of inmates in local
correctional facilities. Authorizes the State Board of
Corrections (the Board) to conduct a review of the death
of any inmate in a local or regional correctional facility
in order to determine the circumstances surrounding the
inmate's death and whether the facility was in
compliance with the Board's regulations. The bill
requires the Board to develop and implement policies
and procedures for the review of the death of any inmate
that occurs in any local or regional correctional facility.
The bill provides that the Board (i) may request the
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Department of Corrections to conduct a death review if
the Board determines that it cannot adequately conduct
such review because the Board is already in the process
of conducting another review and (ii) shall request the
Office of the State Inspector General to review the
operation of any entity other than a correctional facility
if such review is necessary to complete the death review.
Finally, the bill also specifies requisite qualifications for
individuals appointed to the Board.

Privileges and Elections

Passed

HB 1912 Absentee voting; eligibility of persons
granted protective order. Entitles a person to vote
absentee if the person has been granted a protective
order issued by or under the authority of any court of
competent jurisdiction.

HB 2364/SB 1487 Public officers; automatic
suspension upon conviction of felony. Provides that
any officer who is convicted of a felony under the laws
of any state or the United States shall be automatically
suspended upon such conviction, regardless of any
appeals, pleadings, delays, or motions. The bill contains
an emergency clause.

Failed

HB 1598 Voter registration; proof of citizenship
required to register to vote in certain elections.
Requires persons applying to register to vote to provide
proof of United States citizenship in a form enumerated
in the bill. An applicant who does not provide such proof
of citizenship shall be registered to vote in federal
elections only. An applicant who does provide such
proof of citizenship shall be registered to vote in federal,
state, and local elections. The bill directs the general
registrars to indicate on each registered voter's
registration record whether such voter is registered to
vote in federal, state, and local elections or in federal
elections only.

Social Services

Passed

HB 1568/SB 897 Child care providers; criminal
history background check; penalty. Requires the

following individuals to undergo a fingerprint-based
national criminal history background check: (i)
applicants for employment by, employees of, applicants
to serve as volunteers with, and volunteers with any
licensed family day system, child day center exempt
from licensure pursuant to § 63.2-1716, registered
family day home, or family day home approved by a
family day system; (ii) applicants for licensure as a
family day system, registration as a family day home, or
approval as a family day home by a family day system,
as well as their agents and any adult living in such family
day home; and (iii) individuals who apply for or enter
into a contract with the Department of Social Services
under which a child day center, family day home, or
child day program will provide child care services
funded by the Child Care and Development Block Grant,
as well as the applicant's current or prospective
employees and volunteers, agents, and any adult living
in the child day center or family day home. The bill also
mandates that all background checks required pursuant
to §§ 63.2-1720.1 and 63.2-1721.1 be completed by
September 30, 2017, or by the date specified on any
federal waiver obtained by the Commonwealth, and
every five years thereafter. The bill has an expiration
date of July 1, 2018. The bill further provides that if any
provision of the federal Child Care and Development
Block Grant Act of 2014 establishing a corresponding
requirement is repealed prior to July 1, 2018, the
provision of the bill establishing such requirement shall
expire upon the date of such repeal. 

HB 1922/SB 1462 Financial exploitation of adults;
reporting to local law enforcement. Clarifies that all
cases involving suspected financial exploitation of an
adult shall be immediately referred to a local law-
enforcement agency for investigation. The bill directs
local law-enforcement agencies to provide a preferred
point of contact for referrals. 

HB 2002 Department of Social Services; refugee and
immigrant resettlements; report. Requires nonprofit
resettlement agencies and their local affiliates that
provide refugee or other immigrant resettlement services
in the Commonwealth to annually report to the
Department of Social Services nonidentifying
information regarding (i) the total number of individuals
resettled in Virginia by such nonprofit resettlement
agency or affiliate; (ii) the locality in which each
individual was placed; (iii) the age, gender, and national
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origin of each individual; and (iv) whether each
individual was placed through the U.S. Refugee
Resettlement Program and, if so, the eligibility status of
such individuals. This bill was vetoed by the Governor.

SB 1008 Criminal history records checks; barrier
crimes. Clarifies the individual crimes that constitute a
barrier for (i) individuals seeking employment at nursing
homes, home care organizations, hospices, state
facilities, and private providers licensed by the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Services, community services boards, behavioral health
authorities, assisted living facilities, adult day care
centers, children's welfare agencies, family day homes
approved by family day systems, and children's
residential facilities; (ii) applicants for licensure,
registration, or approval as assisted living facilities, child
welfare agencies, or family day homes approved by
family day systems; (iii) individuals with whom a local
board of social services or child-placing agency is
considering placing a child on an emergency, temporary,
or permanent basis; (iv) foster and adoptive homes
seeking approval from child-placing agencies; and (v)
providers of adult services and adult foster care seeking
approval by the Department of Social Services. The bill
also adds certain offenses to the list of barrier crimes.

SB 1239 Child day programs; exemptions from
licensure. Repeals requirements that child day centers
operated by religious institutions must comply with in
order to be exempt from licensure, including the
requirements that such child day centers (i) be inspected
by the local health department and fire marshal for basic
health and safety requirements; (ii) abide by specified
staff-to-child ratios; (iii) are staffed by persons who are
at least 16 years of age and are supervised if less than 18
years of age; (iv) require staff members in supervisory
positions to be certified by a physician to be free from
any disability that would prevent them from caring for
children; (v) provide certain disclosures to parents and
the general public; (vi) establish and implement
procedures for hand washing, intake and dismissal, daily
health screenings and exclusion of sick children,
ensuring children are in compliance with immunization
requirements, keeping the premises free of obvious
injury hazards, and ensuring that all staff members are
able to recognize signs of child abuse and neglect. The
bill removes certain programs from the list of child day
programs exempt from licensure and clarifies that such

programs are not considered child day programs and
therefore are not subject to licensure. The bill also
modifies the terms of certain child day programs that
remain listed as exempt from licensure, including
religious-exempt programs, and requires that such
programs (i) file with the Commissioner of Social
Services (the Commissioner) a statement indicating the
intent to operate a child day program, identifying the
Code provision relied upon for exemption from
licensure, and certifying that the program has disclosed
to all the parents the fact that it is exempt from licensure;
(ii) report all incidents involving serious injury or death
to children attending the program; (iii) have a person
trained and certified in first aid and cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) present; (iv) comply with
background check requirements; (v) maintain daily
attendance records; (vi) have an emergency
preparedness plan in place; (vii) comply with all
applicable laws governing transportation of children;
(viii) comply with certain safe sleep practices for infants;
and (ix) post in a visible location notice that the program
is exempt from licensure. The bill adds to the list of child
day programs exempt from licensure programs offered
by local school divisions, operated for no more than four
hours per day, staffed by local school division
employees, and attended by school-age children who are
enrolled in public school within such school division.
The bill directs the Commissioner to establish a process
to inspect child day programs exempt from licensure and
a process to gather and track aggregate data regarding
child injuries and deaths that occur at such child day
programs. The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1,
2018, except for the provisions related to religious-
exempt child day programs and certain directives to the
Commissioner, which shall become effective July 1,
2017.

Failed

HB 2041/SB 838 Virginia Community College
System; Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
Scholarship Pilot Program. Directs the Virginia
Community College System (VCCS) to establish a
three-year Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) Scholarship Pilot Program (the Program) for the
purpose of providing access to postsecondary
educational opportunities to students living in poverty.
The Program would provide scholarships to select
community colleges in the amount of $4,000 per year, to
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be applied toward the costs of tuition and books, to 200
selected students who meet TANF eligibility
requirements. The Program would be funded with
federal TANF block grant funds.

Taxation

Passed

HB 1884 Real property tax exemption; certain
surviving spouses. Authorizes localities to exempt the
primary residence of the surviving spouse of a law-
enforcement officer, firefighter, search and rescue
personnel, and emergency medical services personnel
who is killed in the line of duty. The exemption does not
apply to that portion of the value of the residence in
excess of the average assessed value of dwellings in the
locality. The bill is pursuant to Article X, Section 6-B of
the Constitution of Virginia, which was adopted by the
voters in 2016.

HB 1913/SB 1390 Purchase of cigarettes for resale;
penalties. Implements measures to reduce cigarette
trafficking by creating a new requirement that
purchasers of cigarettes for resale must apply for a
special cigarette exemption certificate from the
Department of Taxation in order to not be liable for the
payment of sales tax at the time of purchase. The bill sets
forth numerous requirements that a taxpayer must meet
in order to qualify for a cigarette exemption certificate
and establishes processes and procedures for the
application, renewal, denial, and revocation of the
certificates. The bill creates new recordkeeping
requirements for the sale or distribution of any quantity
of cigarettes in excess of 50 cartons, or with a value
greater than $10,000 in any single sale.

HB 2246/SB 1438 Virginia Tax Amnesty Program.
Establishes the Virginia Tax Amnesty Program to be
administered by the Department of Taxation (the
Department) during the 2017-2018 fiscal year for not
less than 60 nor more than 75 days, as determined by the
Tax Commissioner. The Program will be open to any
taxpayer that is required but has failed to file a return or
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to pay any tax administered by the Department. All civil
or criminal penalties assessed or assessable and one-half
of the interest assessed or assessable, resulting from
nonpayment, underpayment, nonreporting, or
underreporting of tax liabilities, will be waived upon
payment of the taxes and interest.

Transportation/Motor Vehicles

Passed

HB 2022 Department of Transportation; traffic
incident response and management. Allows individuals
or entities acting on behalf of the Department of
Transportation to operate as needed in response to traffic
incidents and to access and to remove from moving lanes
on a highway vehicles and cargo that are impeding traffic
flow due to a traffic incident. The bill requires a driver to
move a vehicle from the roadway after an emergency,
accident, or breakdown that did not result in injury or
death if the vehicle is movable and the driver is capable
of safely doing so. 

HB 2201 Failure to drive on right side of highways or
observe traffic lanes; penalties. Increases the fine for
failing to drive on the right side of highways or failing to
observe traffic lanes from no more than $250 to $250 per
violation.

Failed 

HB 2371 Steady-burning blue or red lights on law-
enforcement vehicles. Permits law-enforcement vehicles
to be equipped with steady-burning blue or red lights in
addition to being equipped with flashing, blinking, or
alternating blue, blue and red, blue and white, or red,
white, and blue combination warning lights of types
approved by the Superintendent of State Police.
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