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Preface

This publication presents a summary of legislation considered by the Virginia General
Assembly at the 2008 Session. Bill summaries are arranged by subject areas corre-
sponding to the appropnate titles in the Code of Virginia. Noncodified bills of a
substantive nature are also contained under their proper subject headings. Within
each heading, the material is further separated into Passed, Failed, and Carried Over
categories. (The General Assembly sometimes incorporates provisions from several
bills in one substitute bill. Thus a bill may have failed, but all or some of its provisions
have been "Incorporated” i another bill. The summary for the bill will so note.) Bills
affecting more than one title are printed under the domiant subject area of the
legislation.

Other headings contain constitutional amendment resolutions, certain miscellaneous
resolutions, charter and authority bills, and miscellaneous noncodified bills. A final
category lists studies approved by the General Assembly. An index shows the page
number on which the summary of a particular bill may be found.

The major substantive provisions of each measure are summarized. The appropriate
bill number and patron are also noted so that one can obtain further information, if
needed. A researcher should refer to the enrolled bill, the appropriate chapter of the
2008 Acts of Assembly, or the Legislative Information System on the Internet
(http:/legl .state.va.us/lis.htm) for detailed information on legislation.

These summaries reflect actions of the regular session of the 2008 General Assembly
through adjournment sine die on March 13, 2008. Many of the measures are subject
to gubernatorial review and veto. Therefore, some measures may be amended and
some may not become law.

This document represents many hours of work and the concerted efforts of all
Division of Legislative Services staff. Stephanie Kerns, Staff Assistant, deserves specific
mention for coordinating and producing the document. I hope you will join me
thanking the staff forits dedicated service to the legislative process. A special word of
thanks goes to the Division of Legislative Automated Systems, which provided
technical and printing assistance that contributed greatly to the success of this publica-
tion.

E. M. Miller, Jr.
Director, Division of Legislative Services




2008
SESSION SUMMARY

Introduced Continued Passed Failed

House Bills 1578 154 553 871
House Joint Resolutions 618 21 502 95
House Resolutions 37 0 32 5
House Total 2233 175 1087 971
Senate Bills 800 130 336 334
Senate Joint Resolutions 271 11 218 42
Senate Resolutions 18 0 13 5
Senate Total 1089 141 567 381

General Assembly Total 3322 316 1654 1352
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Alcoholic Beverages

Passed

Alcohol sales. The measure allows ABC
stores to be open on Sunday in any city with a
population of 100,000 or more. Since 2004,
ABC stores may be open, at the discretion of
the ABC Board, in the counties of Fairfax,
Arlington, Loudoun, and Prince William, and
in the cities of Alexandria, Fairfax, Manassas,
Manassas Park, Norfolk, and Virginia
Beach. The cities of Portsmouth, Hampton,
Newport News, Richmond, and Chesapeake
are added.

Alcoholic beverage control.

e The measure requires the ABC Board to
adopt regulations allowing on-premises
licensees to reduce the length of any
suspension or reduce the amount of any civil
penalty if the licensee can demonstrate that it
provided certified alcohol server training to
its employees; authorizes on-premises
restaurant licensees to use food products
containing more than 0.5% if sold to persons
21 years of age or older; and prohibits
licensees from holding “happy hour” except
during hours permitted by regulation.

e The measure removes the authority of the
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to revoke
or suspend a license if an establishment has
allowed noisy, lewd, or disorderly conduct
upon the licensed premises and clarifies that
the Board may revoke or suspend a license if
a licensee allows obscene literature, pictures
or materials upon the licensed premises.

e The measure requires licensees' gross
receipts from the sale of food and nonalcoholic
beverages served on the premises to amount

to at least an average of $4,000 per month
annually.

Animals

Passed

Animal fighting. The measure provides that
engaging in the fighting of any animals is a
Class 1 misdemeanor, while dog fighting
remains a Class 6 felony. Possessing any
materials intended to enhance the ability of
animals to fight, attending an exhibition of
animal fighting, or permitting a minor to
become involved in animal fighting is a Class
6 felony.

Commercial dog breeding. The measure
regulates animal breeding, including
requiring a business license, cooperating with
inspections by animal control officers,
creating a fire emergency plan, maintaining
records, and keeping no more than 50 adult
dogs at one time.

Business and Employment
Passed

Payday loans. The measure provides that
payday lenders may charge a fee of not more
than 20% of the amount of the loan proceeds,
plus a $5 verification fee and interest at an
annual rate not to exceed 36%. A payday
lender is prohibited from making a payday
loan if the loan would cause the borrower to
have more than one payday loan outstanding
at the same time and requires a cooling off
period if a borrower has more than five
payday loans within 180 days.

The 2008 Session Highlights summarizes significant legislation considered
by the 2008 General Assembly as selected by the staff of the Virginia
Division of Legislative Services. The brief overview of the General Assembly
Session covers legislative actions through sine die on Thursday, March 13, 2008.
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Unemployment compensation. The measure
increases the wages that an employee must
have earned in the two highest earnings
quarters of his base period in order to be
eligible for unemployment benefits from $2,700
to $3,000 for claims effective on or after July 5,
2009, and increases the maximum weekly
unemployment compensation benefit from $363
to $378 for claims effective on or after July 6,
2008.

Natural gas utilities. The measure authorizes
any natural gas utility to file a conservation and
ratemaking efficiency plan under which the
utility's authorized profit is decoupled from the
volume of gas sold to consumers.

Fire-resistant cigarettes. The measure
prohibits the manufacture or sale of cigarettes
that do not extinguish themselves when the
smoker ceases puffing.

Home ownership protection. The measure
authorizes the State Corporation Commission to
impose a fine not exceeding $2,500 upon a
mortgage lender or mortgage broker for
violating any law or regulation applicable to the
conduct of the lender's or broker's business.
The measure also requires criminal background
checks for mortgage lenders and brokers.

Freezing access to credit reports. The
measure authorizes any consumer to freeze
access to his credit report and prohibits a
consumer reporting agency from releasing the
credit report, or any information in it, without
the consumer's express authorization.

Failed

Business assistance. The measure abolishes
the Department of Business Assistance and
transfers its duties to the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership.

Employment discrimination. The measure
prohibits employers from discharging or taking
other employment-related action against an
employee for failure or refusal to use English at
work. Currently, employers with more than five
but less than 15 employees are prohibited from
discharging an employee on the basis of
national origin.

Greenhouse gas emissions reporting. The
measure requires that the State Air Pollution
Control Board adopt regulations requiring the
reporting of greenhouse gas emissions from
stationary sources.

Clean energy future. The measure requires
that by July 1, 2020, 20% of the electric energy

sold by each supplier to retail customers in
Virginia be generated from renewable energy
sources.

Constitutional Amendments

Failed

Property tax relief. The proposed constitu-
tional amendment would pave the way for
localities to provide tax relief for up to 20% of
the value of owner-occupied homesteads.

Carried Over

Redistricting commissions. A variety of
proposals would create independent
commissions that would draw new congressional
and General Assembly election district lines
after each decennial census and remove
responsibility for redistricting from the General
Assembly.

Courts and Criminal Justice

Passed

Repeal of abuser fees for certain drivers. The
measure repeals § 46.2-206.1, which provides for
the imposition of civil remedial fees on certain
drivers and provides for the Comptroller to issue
a refund to persons who have already paid fees
ordered to be paid by a court. It directs the clerk
of the court that ordered the fees and DMV to
credit the accounts of persons who still owe the
fees so as to indicate that they have been paid
and are no longer outstanding. DMV is also
directed to reinstate the driver's license of any
person whose license was suspended solely for
failure to pay civil remedial fees.

Ignition interlock for DUI offenses. The
measure provides that the court must order
ignition interlock whenever the defendant
violates a condition of his restricted license.
Under current law, ignition interlock may be
ordered by the court for a first DUI offense and
must be ordered for a second and subsequent
offense or if the defendant's blood alcohol
content is .15 or higher.

Firearms purchase and mental health
treatment. The measure clarifies that orders for
both involuntary inpatient and outpatient mental
health treatment must be forwarded by the court to
the Central Criminal Records Exchange, and that
persons ordered to involuntary inpatient or
outpatient treatment are prohibited from
purchasing, possessing, or transporting a firearm.

2008 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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Virginia Military Parents Equal Protection Act.
The measure creates the Virginia Military Parents
Equal Protection Act which limits a court's ability
to permanently modify orders regarding the
custody or visitation of a child of a parent
deployed in military service.

Animal fighting. See Animals.

No bail for illegal aliens. The measure provides
the presumption by judicial officers of no bail for
illegal aliens charged with certain crimes.

Mentally ill defendants. The measure
establishes a new standard for hospitalizing
mentally ill criminal defendants.

Involuntary commitment. The measure changes
the criteria for emergency custody orders,
temporary detention orders, and involuntary
commitment proceedings, allowing such orders
or proceedings where it is found that the person
may cause serious physical harm to himself or
others or may suffer serious harm due to his
inability to protect himself or provide for his basic
needs.

Admissibility of mental health records in child
custody cases. The measure repeals the current
law that provides that in child custody or visitation
cases, the mental health records concerning a
parent shall be privileged and confidential.

Failed

Parole of prisoners. The measure would provide
that a prisoner whose parole is revoked on a
technical violation is not required to serve the
minimum six months.

Triggerman nile (Vetoed by the Governor). The
measure redefines the "triggerman rule," which
currently provides that only the actual perpetrator
of a capital murder is eligible for the death
penalty and that accessories and principals in the
second degree can be punished only as if guilty of
first degree murder.

Carried Over

Firearms background check. The measure adds
a definition of "firearms show vendor" and
requires that a criminal history record information
check be performed on the prospective
transferee before the vendor may transfer
firearms at a gun show. (Referred to Crime Commission)

Education

Passed

Textbook purchasing contracts in public
schools. The measure permits local school

boards to enter into contracts with publishers for
the purchase of textbooks, including the
purchase of print and electronic media and
provides that if materials such as workbooks,
writing books, and drawing books are sold to
students, the local school board must provide the
materials at a reduced price, or free of charge, to
students who are unable to afford them.

Parental notification of mental health
treatment. The measure requires the governing
board of any public institution of higher
education to establish policies and procedures
requiring the notification of a parent of a
dependent student when the student receives
mental health treatment at the institution's student
health or counseling center, if it is determined
that there is a substantial likelihood that the
student will, in the near future, cause serious
physical harm to himself or others.

Institutions of higher education and operational
authority. The measure provides operational
authority for public institutions of higher
education in the areas of information technology,
procurement, and capital outlay under the
Restructuring Act of 2005.

Management agreement with VCU. The
measure provides a management agreement
between the Commonwealth and Virginia
Commonwealth University under the Restruc-
tured Higher Education Financial and
Administrative Operations Act.

Failed
Participation in interscholastic sports by
nonpublic school students. The measure

directs a mnonprofit corporation founded in
Virginia in 1913 to organize and govern
interscholastic activities in the public high
schools and allows any nonpublic school student,
who is eligible for free tuition in a Virginia public
school, to participate in interscholastic sports.

Public school calendar. The measure would
make local school boards responsible for setting
the school calendar and determining the opening
of the school year and eliminates the post-Labor
Day opening requirement.

Illegal aliens’ admission to VA colleges. The
measure provides that an alien who is unlawfully
present in the United States shall not be eligible
for admission to any public institution of higher
education in the Commonwealth.

Carried Over

Baseball bats used in interscholastic sports.
The measure would require any nonprofit
corporation founded in Virginia in 1913 that

VIRGINIA DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
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currently organizes and governs interscholastic
activities among the public high schools to
develop, implement, and enforce rules
requiring the exclusive use of wood or wood
composite baseball bats in interscholastic
baseball or softball activities.

Elections

Passed

Campaign finance. The measure requires
committees that receive contributions
designated by the contributor for a specific
candidate to give that candidate information
that will enable him to report in his campaign
finance filings the name and information that
will identify the person who made the
designated contribution. This change affects
entities such as Red Storm and PAC Blue that
solicit contributions through the Internet and
funnel the proceeds to designated
candidates.

Recounts. The measure provides that optical
scan ballots will be rerun through tabulators
in recount proceedings. Recent law has
provided that the report produced by the
tabulator in an election will be accepted in a
recount proceeding unless the report is
unclear or the recount court requests the
ballots to be rerun.

Failed

Bipartisan redistricting commission. There
were several proposals to establish an
independent commission that would produce
redistricting proposals for new congressional
and General Assembly districts after each
decennial census. The commission's proposed
plans would then be submitted to the General
Assembly which could accept, reject, or amend
the plans. The General Assembly would retain
final authority over the redistricting process.

Carried Over

Absentee voting. There were several
proposals to broaden access to absentee
voting privileges and provide "no excuse"
absentee voting procedures.

Emergencies and polling hours. The
measure establishes a process to obtain a
court order to extend the polling hours in
areas affected by an emergency that
interferes with the election process or ability
of voters to get to the polls.

Environment and Natural Resources

Passed

Dam break inundation zones. The measure
provides localities with the authority to address
development in dam break inundation zones and
directs developers to assist dam owners with
required upgrades and requires additional
disclosure and notification procedures for dam
owners.

Failed

Uranium mining. The measure would establish
the Virginia Uranium Mining Commission, as a
legislative branch advisory commission to assess
the risks and benefits of developing uranium
resources in Virginia.

Green Building Act. The measure would require
all major facility projects of state agencies to be
designed to meet the standards of the U.S. Green
Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design building rating system or
the Green Building Initiative’s Green Globes
building rating system.

Greenhouse gas emissions reporting. See Business.

Clean energy future. See Business.

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

Passed

¢ Exemptions for institutions of higher education.
The measure allows the identity of any person
making a donation to a public university to remain
anonymous and exempts certain public university
fundraising activity records that reveal fundraising
strategies relating to identifiable donors and their
personal information.

¢ Electronic meetings by public bodies. The
measure allows any local governing body or
agency of local government to meet by electronic
communication means without a quorum of the
public body physically assembled at one location
when the Governor has declared a state of
emergency.

e Social security numbers. The measure prohibits
the dissemination of another person's social
security number, regardless of whether such
number is obtained from a public or private record.

¢ Government Data Collection and Dissemination
Practices Act (GDCDPA). The measure provides
that no agency shall require an individual to furnish
or disclose his social security number or driver's
license number unless required by state or federal
law and essential for the performance of that
agency's duties.

2008 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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General Laws

Passed

Virginia Consumer Protection Act and
foreclosure rescue. The measure makes
persons participating in or servicing foreclosure
rescues for profit with the intent to defraud a
consumer a violation of the Virginia Consumer
Protection Act.

Department of Veterans Services. The measure
requires that the agency, in cooperation with the
Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation
and Substance Abuse Services and the
Department of Rehabilitative Services, establish
a program to monitor and coordinate mental
health and rehabilitative services support for
Virginia veterans and members of the Virginia
National Guard and Virginia residents in the
Armed Forces Reserves not in active federal
service.

Office of the Children's Ombudsman. The
measure creates the Office of the Children's
Ombudsman to provide ombudsman services,
including investigation of complaints, advocacy,
and the provision of information for children,
parents, and citizens involved with child-serving
agencies.

Common Interest Community Board. The
measure establishes a Common Interest
Community Board, creates a Common Interest
Management Information Fund, and allows for a
certification process for Common Interest
Association managers.

Regulation of locksmiths. The measure sets up a
regulatory scheme for the regulation of locksmiths
by the Criminal Justice Services Board.

Failed

Green Building Act.
Natural Resources.

See Environment and

Health and Mental Health

Passed

Donation of prescription medications. The
measure requires the Board of Pharmacy to
establish regulations to establish a Prescription
Drug Donation Program to accept certain unused
prescription drugs and re-dispense them for use
by patients receiving medical care in clinics
organized to provide healthcare to the indigent.

Adult Fatality Review Team. The measure
establishes the Adult Fatality Review Team to
review suspicious deaths of any incapacitated

adult aged 18 or older and any adult aged 60 or
older, who was the subject of an adult protective
services investigation and whose death was due
to abuse or neglect or acts that suggest abuse or
neglect.

Health terms in the Code. The measure replaces
the term "mentally retarded" with the term
"persons with intellectual disability" and replaces
the term "mental retardation”" with the term
"intellectual disability" in the Code of Virginia.

Reporting of infectious diseases. The measure
adds persons in charge of residential or day
programs, services, or facilities licensed by any
agency of the Commonwealth to the list of
nonphysicians who must report disease
outbreaks.

Health care provider liability protections. The
measure provides that health care providers who
respond to a disaster are immune from civil
liability for any injury or wrongful death arising
from the delivery or withholding of health care.

Mentally ill defendants. See Courts.
Involuntary commitment. See Courts.

Admissibility of mental health records in child
custody cases. See Courts.

Failed
Statewide smoking ban.

e Several measures would allow localities to adopt
ordinances containing standards or provisions
relating to smoking in restaurants that meet or
exceed those established in the Virginia Indoor
Clean Air Act.

e The measure would create the Virginia Smoke Free
Air Act and prohibits smoking indoors in most
buildings or enclosed areas frequented by the
public.

Local Government

Passed

Parks and recreation. The measure authorizes
the Virginia Resources Authority to finance park
and recreation projects.

Powers of zoning administrator. The measure
expands certain authority related to enforcement
of occupancy limits in residential dwelling units to
all zoning administrators.

Public access of local budgets. The measure
requires local governing bodies and school
boards to annually publish their approved
budgets online, and if there is no local website,
the budgets must be available in hard copy.

VIRGINIA DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
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Failed

Weapons in government facilities. The measure
provides that the governing body of any locality
may, by ordinance, make it unlawful for any
person to possess a dangerous weapon upon the
property, including buildings and grounds
thereof, of any facility that is owned or leased by
that locality and used by it for governmental
purposes.

Carried Over

Impact fees. The measure grants general impact
fee authority to "high-growth" localities, and any
fees imposed and collected shall only be used
for public facilities that are impacted by a
particular development project, however, the
fees may be used in the general area of the
project.

Motor Vehicles

Passed

Repeal of abuser fees for certain drivers. See
Courts and Criminal Justice.

Night required driving hours for learner's
permits. The measure increases the minimum
required driving hours from 40 to 45 hours for
holders of learner’s permits, at least 15 of which
must be after sunset, and requires the completion
of a DMV-supplied form certifying hours driven.

Mopeds. The measure provides that a person
who operates a moped in excess of 35 miles per
hour will be considered as operating a
motorcycle.

Speed limit on rural rustic roads. The measure
provides for a maximum speed limit of 35 mph on
any highway designated a rural rustic road.

Wireless telecommunications devices. The
measure prohibits use of wireless telecommuni-
cations devices by persons operating school
buses, except in emergencies, or when the
vehicle is lawfully parked and for the purposes of
dispatching. Use of two-way radio devices
authorized by school bus owners is permitted.

Special license plates for Sesquicentennial of
the American Civil War. The measure
authorizes the issuance of special license plates
marking the sesquicentennial of the American
Civil War that includes the cost of the state
license plates and a one-time surcharge of $15
with $5 to go to the Virginia Sesquicentennial of
the American Civil War Commission to support
its operation and programs in Virginia.

Failed

Driver's license examinations. The measure
requires that whenever an examination of an
applicant for a driver's license requires the use of
a foreign language interpreter, which is provided
by DMV, the cost of the interpreter's services will
be paid by the applicant. Applicants may not
provide their own interpreters.

Business logo special license plates. The
measure authorizes the issuance of special license
plates bearing the symbols, emblems, or
logotypes of business entities.

Social Services

Passed

Veterans' services. The measure requires the
Department of Veterans Services to establish
guidelines for the determination of eligibility for
Virginia-domiciled veterans and their spouses,
orphans, and dependents for participation in
programs and benefits administered by the
agency and establishes the Veterans Services
Foundation to carry out its powers and duties.

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF). The measure provides that the 24-month
period of ineligibility shall not apply when a child
is removed from his parents' home as the result of
a child protective services report or complaint, as
defined in regulations established by the Board of
Social Services, and placed with a relative.

Screened Family Day Home Provider List. The
measure requires the Department of Social
Services to establish and maintain a Screened
Family Day Home Provider List on a website
created by the agency that provides names of
screened individuals, who wish to offer their
services as family day home providers.

EITC notice to TANF recipients. The measure
requires the Department of Social Services to
provide annually a notice of the federal and state
earned income tax credit to all recipients of
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF),
food stamps, or certain medical assistance.

Comprehensive Services Act (CSA). The
measure requires the State Executive Council to
oversee the development and implementation of
mandatory uniform guidelines for intensive care
coordination services for children who are at risk
of entering, or being placed in, residential care
through the CSA program. The community policy
and management team is responsible for
establishing policies for providing intensive care
coordination services.

2008 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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Taxes and Finance

Passed

Repeal of abuser fees for certain drivers. See
Courts and Criminal Justice.

School textbooks tax exemption. The measure
extends the current sales and use tax exemption
on sales of school textbooks to students attending
nonprofit colleges and other institutions of
learning to students attending for-profit institutions
of learning.

Biodiesel income tax credit. The measure
allows an income tax credit to biodiesel fuels
producers in Virginia who produce up to two
million gallons of biodiesel fuels a year of $0.01
per gallon but no more than $5,000 annually for
taxable years beginning on and after January 1,
2008.

Energy and water conservation products tax
holiday. The measure adds water-efficient
products to the products sales tax holiday held
during a four-day period in the month of October.

Bonds for institutions of higher learning. The
measure authorizes the issuance of 9(c) bonds in a
principal amount not to exceed $350,565,000 for
revenue-producing capital projects at certain
institutions of higher learning.

Property tax on public service corporations
and electric suppliers. The measure provides
that the additional real property tax authorized
to be imposed on commercial property by the
localities in the Hampton Roads Transportation
Authority shall not be imposed on property of a
public service corporation or electric supplier
unless a final certificate of occupancy for a
commercial or industrial use has been issued
and remains in effect.

Repeal of sales and use tax on motor vehicle
repair services in certain localities. The
measure repeals the authority of the Hampton
Roads Transportation Authority and the Northern
Virginia Transportation Authority to impose a
sales tax on charges for motor vehicle repair
services.

Failed

Bonds for Virginia facilities and other
projects. (Will be taken up in Special Session I)
The measure authorizes the issuance of
bonds under the Virginia Public Building
Authority in a principal amount not to exceed
$1,103,600,000, and under the Virginia College
Building Authority with the principal amount of
bonds issued for all such projects not to exceed
$1,353,729,000. The measure also authorizes

the State Treasurer to advance treasury loans in
an amount not to exceed the costs of planning
for certain capital projects with the total amount
of treasury loans advanced for the costs of
planning of all such projects not to exceed
$95,570,000.

Sales and use tax exemption for computers. The
measure adds computers and computer-related
equipment with a sales price of $1,500 or less to the
school supplies and clothing that are exempt from
sales and use tax during a three-day period in

August.

BPOL tax and illegal workers. The measure
requires applicants seeking a local business license to
certify that they do not employ illegal workers.

Motor fuel tax. The measure increases the tax on
gasoline, diesel fuel, and alternative fuel by $0.055
per gallon; increases the motor carrier road tax by an
equivalent of $0.055 per gallon of fuel used in the
Commeonwealth; and increases the alternative use fee
for certain motor carriers from $100 to $150, which is
an alternative to paying the motor carrier road tax.

Carried Over

Conditional zoning and impact fees. The measure
replaces the current cash proffer system with a system
of impact fees.

Apportionment for manufacturers. The measure
allows manufacturers to elect an apportionment
formula of multiplying their income by the sales
factor or using the formula prescribed for other
businesses.

Technology
Passed

Identity theft database breach notification. The
measure requires an individual or entity that owns
or licenses computerized data that includes
personal information to disclose any breach of a
database following discovery or notification of the
breach to the Office of the Attorney General and
any affected resident of the Commonwealth whose
unencrypted and unredacted personal information
was, or is reasonably believed to have been
accessed and acquired by an unauthorized
person.

Carried Over

Searchable budget database website. The
measure requires the Director of the Department
of Planning and Budget to maintain a searchable
budget database website that would allow
persons to search information for individual or
specific appropriations or budget items.

VIRGINIA DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES
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Transportation

Passed

HOV lanes. The measure extends until July 1,
2009, the "sunset" on the provision allowing
vehicles bearing clean special fuel license plates
to use HOV lanes regardless of the number of
passengers.

Tolls on Interstate highways. The measures
prohibits a private entity from imposing tolls or
user fees under the Public-Private Transportation
Act on any rural portion of I-81 without the prior
approval of the General Assembly.

Carried Over

Changeable electronic variable message signs.
The measure imposes a moratorium on the
erection or conversion of advertisements and
advertising structures into changeable electronic
variable message signs.

Hampton Roads Transportation Authority. The
measure abolishes the Hampton Roads
Transportation Authority and the taxes, fees, and
charges dedicated to financing its operation and
programs.
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Passed
H8229 Veterans services in the Commonwealth.

Changes the references under the powers and duties of the
Commissioner of Veterans Services from the Secretary of
Administration to the Secretary of Public Safety. The bill
request the Department of Veterans Services to establish guide-
lines for the determination of eligibility for Virginia-domiciled
veterans and their spouses, orphans, and dependents for partici-
pation in programs and benefits administered by the Depart-
ment. Such guidelines shall meet the intent of the federal
statutes and regulations pertaining to the administration of fed-
eral programs supporting U.S. Armed Forces veterans and their
spouses, orphans, and dependents. The bill also clarifies that
the purpose of the Veterans Services Foundation is to provide
funding for veteran services and programs in the Common-
wealth. HB 943 and HB 1104 are incorporated into this bill.
Patron - Cosgrove

H 8234 Commonwealth Technology Research Fund
(CTREF); sensor sciences. Adds sensor sciences to the eligible
research programs in the CTRF. This bill is identical to SB
319.

Patron - Cosgrove

H 8324 Division of Debt Collection; oversees Com-

monwealth’s accounts receivables. Requires the Division to
oversee the Commonwealth’s accounts receivable program
pursuant to the Virginia Debt Collection Act (§ 2.2-4800 et
seq.) and to enforce policies and procedures adopted by the
Department of Accounts for reporting, accounting for, and col-
lecting the Commonwealth’s accounts receivable.

Patron - Saxman

H 8388 Conveyance of easements by state agencies.

Clarifies the process for conveying easements by state agen-
cies. Such conveyances must be deemed to be in the public
interest and subject to guidelines adopted by the Department of
General Services.

Patron - Bulova

H B407 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); exemp-
tions for certain fundraising strategies and donor records
of public institutions of higher education. Exempts records
maintained by a public institution of higher education in con-
nection with fundraising activities conducted by or for such
institution to the extent that such records reveal (i) personal
fundraising strategies relating to identifiable donors or pro-
spective donors or (ii) wealth assessments; estate, financial, or
tax planning information; health-related information; employ-
ment, familial, or marital status information; electronic mail
addresses, facsimile or telephone numbers; birth dates or social
security numbers of identifiable donors or prospective donors.
This bill is identical to SB 130.

Patron - Oder

H B475 Department of Veterans Services; mental

health and rehabilitative services. Requires that the Depart-
ment of Veterans Services, the Department of Mental Health,
Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services and the
Department of Rehabilitative Services cooperate in establish-
ing a program to monitor and coordinate mental health and
rehabilitative services support for Virginia veterans and mem-

bers of the Virginia National Guard and Virginia residents in
the Armed Forces Reserves not in active federal service. HB
1064 incorporated into this bill and this bill is identical to SB
297.

Patron - Cox

H B477 Veterans Services Foundation. Establishes the
Veterans Services Foundation as a body politic and corporate
to provide funding for veterans services and programs in the
Commonwealth. The bill also (i) clarifies the purpose of the
Veterans Services Foundation to raise funds from the private
sector for veterans services and programs in the state and (ii)
adds eight citizen members, appointed by the General Assem-
bly, and the Chair of the Joint Leadership Council to the Foun-
dation’s board of trustees, and extends the terms for members
from three to four years.

Patron - Cox

H B503 Comprehensive Services Act Program; case
management and residential care plan. Requires the State
Executive Council to develop, and localities to implement, a
program of case management for residential care to include a
provision for residential care plans. Requires family assess-
ment and planning teams to develop, and community policy
and management teams to review, residential care plans that
include goals for residential care treatment, a provision for
monitoring and review of plans, evaluation of progress toward
identified goals, and a plan for returning the youth to his home
or community at the earliest appropriate time. This bill is iden-
tical to SB 487.

Patron - Hamilton

HB505 Interagency Civil Admissions Advisory
Council. Removes the sunset of July 1, 2008, thereby making
the Council permanent.

Patron - Hamilton

H 8520 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); exemp-
tions for the Virginia Military Advisory Council, the Vir-
ginia National Defense Industrial Authority, and local
military organizations. Adds a FOIA exemption for records
of the Virginia Military Advisory Council, the Virginia
National Defense Industrial Authority, or a local or regional
military affairs organization appointed by a local governing
body, to the extent such records (i) contain information relating
to strategies under consideration or development by the Coun-
cil, the Authority or such local or regional organization to pre-
vent the closure or realignment of federal military installations
located in Virginia, to limit the adverse economic effect of such
realignment or closure, or to seek additional tenant activity
growth from the Department of Defense or (ii) disclose trade
secrets provided to the Council, the Authority, or such local or
regional organization in connection with their work. The bill
also adds a closed meeting exemption for discussion of such
topics by the Virginia Military Advisory Council, the Virginia
National Defense Industrial Authority, or such local or regional
organization.

Patron - Suit

H 8578 Innovative Technology Authority; powers of
board of directors. Authorizes the Board of the Authority to
designate the President and staff of the Center for Innovative
Technology to carry out the day-to-day operations and activi-
ties of the Authority and to perform such other duties as may
be directed by the Board. The bill is identical to SB 235.

Patron - Cosgrove

H B626 Investment of Public Funds Act; legal invest-
ment of certain funds; volunteer fire and rescue squad pen-
sion programs. Removes from the Investment of Public Funds
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Act those funds contributed by a locality to a retirement pro-
gram for the benefit of a pension program for the benefit of a
volunteer fire department and rescue squad operating in the
locality.

Patron - May

H 8634 Government Data Collection and Dissemina-
tion Practices Act (GDCDPA); personal information; defi-
nition; collection of same; penalty for violation;
jurisdiction of district courts. Provides that no agency shall
require an individual to furnish or disclose his social security
number (SSN) or driver’s license number unless the furnishing
or disclosure of such number is (i) authorized or required by
state or federal law and (ii) essential for the performance of
that agency’s duties. The bill also strengthens the remedies
provisions of the GDCDPA by adding civil penalties matching
those in FOIA, and grants general district courts the authority
to hear GDCDPA cases. Additionally, the bill has enactment
clauses giving it a delayed effective date of July 1, 2009, and
requires state agencies to study their own collection and use of
SSNs and report to the FOIA Council and JCOTS on such col-
lection and use by October 1, 2008. The bill also contains a
fourth enactment clause providing for the gathering of similar
information about the use and collection of SSNs by cities,
counties and towns with a population greater than 15,000. The
bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information Advi-
sory Council and JCOTS. This bill is identical to SB 132.

Patron - May

H B731 Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Authority; board of directors; membership. Adds the Chan-
cellor of the Virginia Community College System to the board
of directors of the Authority to help better coordinate work-
force development in Virginia. The bill contains a technical
amendment. The bill, however, reduces by one the number of
at-large citizen appointments made by the Governor effective
with the next cycle of at-large citizen appointments.

Patron - Caputo

H B748 Innovative Technology Authority; board of
directors. Removes the Secretaries of Education and Com-
merce and Trade, as well the Director of the State Council of
Higher Education, from the board of directors of the Authority.
The bill also makes a technical correction. The bill is identical
to SB 236.

Patron - Caputo

H B768 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); active
investigations; teacher licensing. Adds a FOIA exemption for
investigator notes, and other correspondence and information
with respect to an active investigation conducted by or for the
Board of Education related to the denial, suspension, or revo-
cation of teacher licenses. The bill further provides that these
records may be disclosed to (i) a local school board or division
superintendent for the purpose of permitting such board or
superintendent to consider or to take personnel action with
regard to an employee or (ii) any requester, after the conclusion
of such investigation, in a form that does not reveal the identity
of charging parties, persons supplying the information, or other
individuals involved in the investigation. The bill also allows
the Board of Education to discuss these records in a closed
meeting.

Patron - Tata

H B776 Virginia Commission on Higher Education
Board Appointments; sunset. Removes the sunset on the Vir-
ginia Commission on Higher Education Board Appointments.
The bill is identical to SB 302.

Patron - Tata

H B781 Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Com-
mission. Creates the Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage
Commission to encourage the economic development of
Southwest Virginia through the expansion of cultural heritage
ventures and initiatives related to tourism and other asset-based
enterprises, including the Southwest Virginia Artisan Center,
the Crooked Road, Round The Mountain, and related cultural
heritage organizations and venues that promote entrepreneurial
and employment opportunities. The bill sets out the member-
ship of the Commission and its powers and duties. An emer-
gency clause makes the bill effective upon its passage. This bill
is identical to SB 653.

Patron - Kilgore

H B824 Water quality information. Designates the
Secretary of Natural Resources as the lead Secretary with the
responsibility to coordinate technical assistance, information,
and training so that consistent water quality data is provided to
the public.

Patron - Morgan

H B839 State Interoperability Executive Committee.
Codifies the State Interoperability Executive Committee,
which assists the Commonwealth Interoperability Coordinator.
This bill is identical to SB 520.

Patron - Sherwood

H B841 Establishment of the Capitol District. Defines
the geographic seat of government of the Commonwealth as
the "Capitol District." The definition is for administrative pur-
poses only and does not restrict or augment (i) the responsibili-
ties or authority of the legislative, executive, or judicial branch
of state government or any agency thereof or (ii) the law
enforcement authority of the Police Department of the City of
Richmond within the Department’s jurisdiction. The Capitol
District is comprised of the area in Richmond bounded by
Broad Street, Eighth Street, Main Street, and Interstate 95.

Patron - Sherwood

H B854 Freedom of Information Act; electronic meet-
ings; authority of local public bodies. Allows any local gov-
erning body, school board, or any authority, board, bureau,
commission, district, or agency of local government to meet by
electronic communication means without a quorum of the pub-
lic body physically assembled at one location when the Gover-
nor has declared a state of emergency in accordance with § 44-
146.17, provided (i) the catastrophic nature of the declared
emergency makes it impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quo-
rum in a single location and (ii) the purpose of the meeting is to
address the emergency. The local public body convening the
meeting shall (a) give public notice using the best available
method given the nature of the emergency, which notice shall
be given contemporaneously with the notice provided mem-
bers of the local public body conducting the meeting; (b) make
arrangements for public access to such meeting; and (c) other-
wise comply with the provisions for electronic communication
meetings. The nature of the emergency and the fact that the
meeting was held by electronic communication means shall be
stated in the minutes. The bill contains a technical amendment.
The bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information
Advisory Council.

Patron - Ebbin

H B867 Virginia Public Procurement Act; regional
industrial facility authorities; exemption. Authorizes
regional industrial facility authorities to enter into certain con-
tracts without competition.

Patron - Johnson
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H 8900 Department of General Services; Division of
Engineering and Buildings; use of value engineering.
Requires the submission of a value engineering report to the
Division of Engineering and Buildings. Under the bill each
item included in the value engineering report must be desig-
nated as accepted, declined, or accepted as modified. The
report must be approved by the Division within 45 days before
the project may move to the next phase of design.

Patron - Scott, J.M.

H 8944 Virginia Public Procurement Act; procure-
ment of professional services for certain transportation
projects. Increases the monetary limits for architectural and
professional engineering contracts associated with projects that
any locality and certain authorities and sanitation districts may
enter into under the Virginia Public Procurement Act. The bill
raises the amount for a single contract from $1 million to $5
million and increases the maximum amount for each task order
from $200,000 to $1 million.

Patron - Albo

H 8951 Uniform Prudent Management of Institu-
tional Funds Act; creation. Replaces current provisions in the
Virginia Code with this Uniform Act that was adopted by the
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws (NCCUSL) in 2006. The original Uniform Management
of Institutional Funds Act was adopted by NCCUSL in 1972
and enacted in Virginia in 1973. The Act expands the scope of
the prior law, applying to all charitable institutions holding
institutional funds, including trusts without noncharitable ben-
eficiaries. The Act also clarifies and expands the duties and
obligations concerning the conduct of investment and expendi-
tures of institutional funds. The Act also imposes express stan-
dards on any delegation of the management or investment of
institutional funds. The Act also updates the standards for
when a court may order the release or modification of the pur-
pose of or restrictions contained in a gift instrument through
which a donor contributes to an institutional fund.

Patron - laquinto

H B1017 office of Telework Promotion and Broad-
band Assistance; codified; sunset. Codifies Executive Order
35 (2006) creating the Office of Telework Promotion and
Broadband Assistance under the Secretary of Technology. The
goals of the Office are to encourage telework as a family-
friendly, business-friendly public policy that promotes work-
place efficiency and reduces strain on transportation infrastruc-
ture. In conjunction with efforts to promote telework, the
Office shall work with public and private entities to develop
widespread access to broadband services. The provisions of
this act expire on July 1, 2018.

Patron - Hugo

H B1 01 8 Definition of telecommuting. Defines tele-

commuting as a work arrangement in which supervisors direct
or permit employees to perform their usual job duties away
from their central workplace at least one day per week and in
accordance with work agreements.

Patron - Hugo

H B1 021 State employee telecommuting goal. Estab-

lishes a goal for state agencies, except for the Department of
State Police, to have 20 percent of their eligible workforce tele-
commuting by January 1, 2010.

Patron - Hugo
HB1 023 Collection of debts owed the Common-

wealth. Expands the reciprocal agreement with the federal

government to include the offset of nontax payments owed to
debtors.
Patron - Frederick

H B1 066 Virginia Public Procurement Act; methods

of procurement. Clarifies that any public body may use com-
petitive negotiation for the construction, alteration, repair, ren-
ovation, or demolition of structures (and not just buildings)
when the contract is not expected to cost more than $1 million.
Patron - Amundson

HB1 1 28 Board of Pharmacy; continuing education.
Allows the Board of Pharmacy to require two of the currently
required 15 hours of continuing education to be in a specific
subject area and exempts this requirement from the Adminis-
trative Process Act. Also allows the Board to determine, in reg-
ulation, the number of continuing education hours required for
inactive status.

Patron - Jones, S.C.

HB1 1 31 Office of the Children’s Ombudsman. Cre-
ates the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman to provide
ombudsman services, including investigation of complaints,
advocacy, and the provision of information for children, par-
ents, and citizens involved with child-serving agencies. The
bill is identical to SB 315.

Patron - Fralin

HB1 1 67 Administrative Process Act (APA); public
participation guidelines. Requires, on or before July 1, 2008,
the Department of Planning and Budget, in consultation with
the Office of the Attorney General, to (i) develop model public
participation guidelines and (ii) provide these model public
participation guidelines to each agency that has the authority to
promulgate regulations. By December 1, 2008, each agency
shall either (a) adopt the model public participation guidelines
or (b) if significant additions or changes are proposed, promul-
gate the model public participation guidelines with the pro-
posed changes as fast-track regulations pursuant to § 2.2-
4012.1. Agency action in adopting the model public participa-
tion guidelines in accordance with clause (a) shall be exempt
from the APA. Any regulatory action commenced on or after
January 1, 2009, shall use the model public participation guide-
lines in the form adopted by an agency. Thereafter, any amend-
ments to an agency’s public participation guidelines must be
done in accordance with the APA. This bill is identical to SB
734.

Patron - Saxman

HB1271 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA);

exemption for local franchises. Broadens the current FOIA
exemption to apply to any type of franchise and protects trade
secrets and confidential proprietary information from both bid-
ders for the franchise and the person who is ultimately awarded
the franchise. Currently, the exemption is limited to cable TV
franchises. The bill provides that no bidder, applicant, or fran-
chisee may invoke the exclusion provided by this subdivision
if the bidder, applicant, or franchisee is owned or controlled by
a public body or if any representative of the applicable fran-
chising authority serves on the management board or as an
officer of the bidder, applicant, or franchisee.

Patron - Ebbin

HB1 280 Regulation of charitable gaming; Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Abolishes the
Department of Charitable Gaming and places the regulation of
charitable gaming under the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services.

Patron - Spruill
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H B1 298 Public body contracts; illegal alien employ-
ment. Requires that all public bodies provide in every written
contract that the contractor does not, and shall not during the
performance of the contract for goods and services in the Com-
monwealth, knowingly employ an unauthorized alien as
defined in the federal Immigration Reform and Control Act of
1986. This bill is identical to SB 517.

Patron - Frederick

HB1 312 Workforce development; Governor’s

responsibilities. Provides that the strategic plan for workforce
development shall be developed in coordination with the
development of the comprehensive economic development
policy required from the Governor during the first year of his
administration. The bill changes the staff support for the Vir-
ginia Workforce Council from the Office of the Governor to
the Virginia Community College System. The Governor, as
Chief Workforce Development Officer, is required to report on
the transfer of Workforce Investment Act responsibilities from
the Virginia Employment Commission to the Virginia Commu-
nity College System and to provide evaluations of the account-
ability and performance of workforce programs. The bill is
identical to SB252.

Patron - Byron

HB1 329 State-owned communications towers;

broadband service. Requires state agencies to lease or convey
a license or other interest in a state-owned communication
tower for which they are responsible to qualified providers of
wireless broadband service in order to deploy broadband Inter-
net service in areas of the Commonwealth that do not have
access to terrestrial broadband or radio frequency Internet ser-
vice. The requirement is subject to the provider presenting a
spectrum and certified structural analysis of the tower and
proof that the tower satisfies all applicable local government
requirements. The conveyance shall require payment of such
consideration as the Director of the Department of General
Services deems appropriate and which is commensurate with
the consideration paid for use of comparable space on similar
towers. This bill is identical to SB 206.

Patron - Peace

H B1 334 State and Local Government Conflict of

Interest Act; acceptance of awards. Allows an employee of
local government to receive an award or payment in honor of
meritorious or exceptional service. Currently, only such awards
or payments to teachers or other employees of local school
boards are allowed. This bill is identical to SB 478.

Patron - Landes

HB1 367 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA);

exemption for local government investment pool. Adds a
FOIA exemption for the records maintained by the Department
of the Treasury or participants in the Local Government Invest-
ment Pool, to the extent such records relate to information
required to be provided by such participants to the Department
to establish accounts.

Patron - Jones, S.C.

H B1 386 Service-disabled veteran-owned small busi-

ness programs. Aligns Virginia’s eligibility requirements for
participation in the Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small
Business Program with federal eligibility requirements set by
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. This bill is identical
to SB 680.

Patron - Miller, J.H.

H B1 447 Department for the Aging; coordination of
local long-term care services. Adds representatives of hous-

ing, transportation, and other appropriate local organizations
that provide long-term care services to the membership of local
long-term care coordination committees. This bill is identical
to SB 701.

Patron - Ingram

HB1 458 Freedom of Information Act; records and

meetings of Innovative Technology Authority. Exempts
from public disclosure certain proprietary records submitted to
the Innovative Technology Authority as part of a grant applica-
tion. The bill also allows meetings of the Innovative Technol-
ogy Authority to be closed when the exempt records are being
discussed. This bill is identical to SB 726.

Patron - Cosgrove

H B1 459 Virginia Small Business Financing Act; pre-
ferred lenders. Authorizes the Virginia Small Business
Financing Authority to delegate to certain banks decisioning
and processing functions and responsibilities with respect to
certain Authority-guaranteed loans. The Authority will allocate
to the preferred lenders credit authority for the lesser of an
Authority-determined amount or the funds available for loan
guarantees.

Patron - Moran

HB1 500 Aerospace Advisory Council; created.

Reduces the membership of the Council from a total of 15 to
13 members, by reducing the number of nonlegislative mem-
bers. Provides that the nonlegislative citizen members repre-
senting NASA Wallops Flight Facility, NASA’s Langley
Research Center, and the National Institute of Aerospace shall
be appointed by the Governor to serve as ex officio liaisons to
the Council with nonvoting privileges.

Patron - Lewis

HB1 526 Virginia Career Readiness Certificate Pro-
gram; creation; report. Creates the Virginia Career Readiness
Certification Program to certify the workplace and college
readiness skills of Virginians, in order to better prepare them
for continued education and workforce training, successful
employment, and career advancement. The Virginia Workforce
Council, in consultation with the Secretary of Education, shall
promulgate regulations necessary to implement and administer
the Program. Funding shall come from the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, or such other source as shall be made available, in an
amount not to exceed $1 million. This bill is identical to SB
756.

Patron - Byron

SB1 30 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); exemp-
tions for certain fundraising strategies and donor records
of public institutions of higher education. Exempts records
maintained by a public institution of higher education in con-
nection with fundraising activities conducted by or for such
institution to the extent that such records reveal (i) personal
fundraising strategies relating to identifiable donors or pro-
spective donors or (ii) wealth assessments; estate, financial, or
tax planning information; health-related information; employ-
ment, familial, or marital status information; electronic mail
addresses, facsimile or telephone numbers; birth dates or social
security numbers of identifiable donors or prospective donors.
This bill is identical to HB 407.

Patron - Houck

SB1 31 Freedom of Information Act; electronic meet-
ings; authority of local public bodies. Allows any local gov-
erning body, school board, or any authority, board, bureau,
commission, district, or agency of local government to meet by
electronic communication means without a quorum of the pub-
lic body physically assembled at one location when the Gover-
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nor has declared a state of emergency in accordance with § 44-
146.17, provided (i) the catastrophic nature of the declared
emergency makes it impracticable or unsafe to assemble a quo-
rum in a single location and (ii) the purpose of the meeting is to
address the emergency. The local public body convening the
meeting shall (a) give public notice using the best available
method given the nature of the emergency, which notice shall
be given contemporaneously with the notice provided mem-
bers of the local public body conducting the meeting; (b) make
arrangements for public access to such meeting; and (c) other-
wise comply with the provisions for electronic communication
meetings. The nature of the emergency and the fact that the
meeting was held by electronic communication means shall be
stated in the minutes. The bill contains a technical amendment.
The bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information
Advisory Council. This bill is identical to HB 8§54.

Patron - Houck

SB1 32 Government Data Collection and Dissemina-
tion Practices Act (GDCDPA); personal information; defi-
nition; collection of same; penalty for violation;
jurisdiction of district courts. Provides that no agency shall
require an individual to furnish or disclose his social security
number (SSN) or driver’s license number unless the furnishing
or disclosure of such number is (i) authorized or required by
state or federal law and (ii) essential for the performance of
that agency’s duties. The bill also strengthens the remedies
provisions of the GDCDPA by adding civil penalties matching
those in FOIA, and grants general district courts the authority
to hear GDCDPA cases. Additionally, the bill has enactment
clauses giving it a delayed effective date of July 1, 2009, and
requires state agencies to study their own collection and use of
SSNs and report to the FOIA Council and JCOTS on such col-
lection and use by October 1, 2008. The bill also contains a
fourth enactment clause providing for the gathering of similar
information about the use and collection of SSNs by cities,
counties and towns with a population greater than 15,000. The
bill is a recommendation of the Freedom of Information Advi-
sory Council and JCOTS. This bill is identical to HB 634.
Patron - Houck

SB1 99 Regulation of charitable gaming; Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Abolishes the
Department of Charitable Gaming and places the regulation of
charitable gaming under the Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services.

Patron - Puller

S 8206 State-owned communications towers; broad-

band service. Requires state agencies to lease or convey a
license or other interest in a state-owned communication tower
for which they are responsible to qualified providers of wire-
less broadband service in order to deploy broadband Internet
service in areas of the Commonwealth that do not have access
to terrestrial broadband or radio frequency Internet service.
The requirement is subject to the provider presenting a spec-
trum and certified structural analysis of the tower and proof
that the tower satisfies all applicable local government require-
ments. The conveyance shall require payment of such consid-
eration as the Director of the Department of General Services
deems appropriate and which is commensurate with the con-
sideration paid for use of comparable space on similar towers.
This bill is identical to HB 1329.

Patron - Stuart

S 821 O Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); certain
audit records of the Virginia Department of Transporta-
tion. Creates an exemption from FOIA for trade secrets and
financial records, including balance sheets and financial state-
ments, that are not generally available to the public through

regulatory disclosure or otherwise; and revenue and cost pro-
jections supplied by a private or nongovernmental entity to the
Inspector General of the Virginia Department of Transportation
for the purpose of an audit, special investigation, or any study
requested by the Inspector General’s Office.

Patron - Stosch

S 8235 Innovative Technology Authority; powers of
board of directors. Authorizes the Board of the Authority to
designate the President and staff of the Center for Innovative
Technology to carry out the day-to-day operations and activi-
ties of the Authority and to perform such other duties as may
be directed by the Board. The bill is identical to HB 578.
Patron - Whipple

88236 Innovative Technology Authority; board of
directors. Removes the Secretaries of Education and Com-
merce and Trade, as well the Director of the State Council of
Higher Education, from the board of directors of the Authority.
The bill also makes a technical correction. This bill is identical
to HB 748.

Patron - Whipple

S 8252 Workforce development; Governor’s respon-
sibilities. Provides that the strategic plan for workforce devel-
opment shall be developed in coordination with the
development of the comprehensive economic development
policy required from the Governor during the first year of his
administration. The bill changes the staff support for the Vir-
ginia Workforce Council from the Office of the Governor to
the Virginia Community College System. The Governor, as
Chief Workforce Development Officer, is required to report on
the transfer of Workforce Investment Act responsibilities from
the Virginia Employment Commission to the Virginia Commu-
nity College System and to provide evaluations of the account-
ability and performance of workforce programs. This bill is
identical to HB 1312.

Patron - Ruff

S 8288 Local choice health insurance program; cen-

ters for independent living. Makes officers and employees of
state-funded centers for independent living eligible to partici-
pate in the "local choice" health insurance program established
by the Department of Human Resource Management.

Patron - Wampler

S 831 4 Veterans Services Foundation. Establishes the
Veterans Services Foundation as a body politic and corporate
for the purposes of carrying out its statutory powers and duties.
The bill also (i) adds the Chair of the Joint Leadership Council
and eight citizen members appointed by the Speaker of the
House and the Senate Committee on Rules to the board of
trustees and (ii) clarifies the purpose of the foundation to raise
funds from the private sector for veterans services and pro-
grams in the state. This bill is identical to HB 477.

Patron - Edwards

S B315 office of the Children’s Ombudsman. Creates
the Office of the Children’s Ombudsman to provide ombuds-
man services, including investigation of complaints, advocacy,
and the provision of information for children, parents, and citi-
zens involved with child-serving agencies. The bill is identical
to HB 1131.

Patron - Edwards

8831 9 Commonwealth Technology Research Fund;
sensor sciences. Adds sensor sciences to the list of fields eligi-
ble to receive awards from the Commonwealth Technology
Research Fund. This bill is identical to HB 234.

Patron - Wagner
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SB398 Virginia Security of Public Deposits Act;
qualified public depository; eligible collateral. Includes as
eligible collateral Federal Home Loan Bank letters-of-credit
that adhere to the guidelines as promulgated by the Treasury
Board. The bill also amends the definition of "qualified public
depository" to include banks, trust companies, or savings insti-
tutions that are organized under the laws of another state and
having a main office or branch office in Virginia where depos-
its are accepted, checks are paid, and money is lent.

Patron - Puckett

S B399 Investment of public funds in certificates of
deposit. Authorizes public entities to invest public funds in
certificates of deposit in one or more federally insured bank or
savings institution. The moneys must be initially invested
through a federally insured bank or savings institution that is
qualified by the Virginia Treasury Board to accept public
deposits.

Patron - Puckett

SB478 State and Local Government Conflict of

Interest Act; acceptance of awards. Allows an employee of
local government to receive an award or payment in honor of
meritorious or exceptional service. Currently, only such awards
or payments to teachers or other employees of local school
boards are allowed. This bill is identical to HB 1334.

Patron - Hanger

SB479 Office of Comprehensive Services and the
Comprehensive Services Act; best practices. Requires the
Director of the Office of Comprehensive Services for At-Risk
Youth and Families to identify, disseminate, and provide
annual training for CSA staff and other interested parties on
best practices and evidence-based practices related to the Com-
prehensive Services Program.

Patron - Hanger

S B483 Comprehensive Services Act; data collection
performance standards. Requires the State Executive Coun-
cil to (i) oversee the development and implementation of uni-
form data collection standards, utilizing a secure electronic
client-specific database for CSA-funded services; (ii) oversee
the development and implementation of a uniform set of per-
formance measures for evaluating the CSA program; and (iii)
oversee the development and distribution of management
reports that provide information to the public and community
policy and management teams (CPMT) to help evaluate child
and family outcomes and public and private provider perfor-
mance. The bill requires the Director of the Office of Compre-
hensive Services for At-Risk Youth and Families to implement
the provisions of this bill. This bill incorporates SB 481, SB
482, SB 484, SB 485, and SB 486.

Patron - Hanger

SB487 Comprehensive Services Act; intensive care

coordination and service planning. Requires the State Execu-
tive Council to oversee the development and implementation
of mandatory uniform guidelines for intensive care coordina-
tion services for children who are at risk of entering, or are
placed in, residential care through the Comprehensive Services
Act program. The community policy and management team is
responsible for establishing policies for providing intensive
care coordination services. The bill also requires family assess-
ment and planning teams to identify children who are at risk of
entering, or are placed in, residential care through the Compre-
hensive Services Act program who can be appropriately and
effectively served in their homes, relatives’ homes, family-like
settings, and communities and coordinate services and develop
a plan for returning the child to his home, relative’s home, fam-

ily-like setting, or community. This bill incorporates SB 480,
SB 488, and SB 489, and SB 658. This bill is identical to HB
503.

Patron - Hanger

8851 7 Public body contracts; illegal alien employ-
ment. Requires that all public bodies provide in every written
contract that the contractor does not, and shall not during the
performance of the contract for goods and services in the Com-
monwealth, knowingly employ an unauthorized alien as
defined in the federal Immigration Reform and Control Act of
1986. This bill is identical to HB 1298.

Patron - Cuccinelli

S 8520 State Interoperability Executive Committee.
Codifies the State Interoperability Executive Committee,
which assists the Commonwealth Interoperability Coordinator.
This bill is identical to HB 839.

Patron - Watkins

88533 State and Local Government Conflict of

Interest Act; disclosure of real estate interests. Requires
local government officers and certain local government
employees to list all real property in which they have an own-
ership interest including a partnership interest and any option,
easement, or land contract. Currently, local government offic-
ers and employees are required to list real estate located in the
county, city, or town in which they serve as an officer or
employee and in any contiguous county, city, or town.

Patron - Herring

S B574 Council on Virginia’s Future. Extends the sun-
set date from July 1, 2008, to July 1, 2013, for the Council on
Virginia’s Future.

Patron - Saslaw

S 8580 Virginia War Memorial Foundation. Replaces
the Secretary of Administration with the Secretary of Public
Safety and the Commissioner of Veterans Services as ex officio
members of the board of trustees of the Virginia War Memorial
Foundation. Under the bill, the Department of Veterans Ser-
vices replaces the Department of General Services in providing
administrative support to the Foundation.

Patron - Edwards

S 8593 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); meeting
exemption; tourism and economic development. Allows the
discussion or consideration of confidential proprietary records
provided by a private business to certain state, local, or
regional industrial or economic development authorities or
organizations for business, trade and tourism development to
be conducted in meetings not open to the public.

Patron - Norment

SB653 Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Com-
mission. Creates the Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage
Commission in the executive branch of state government to
encourage the economic development of Southwest Virginia
through the expansion of cultural heritage ventures and initia-
tives related to tourism and other asset-based enterprises,
including the Southwest Virginia Artisan Center, the Crooked
Road, Round The Mountain, and related cultural heritage orga-
nizations and venues that promote entrepreneurial and employ-
ment opportunities. This bill is identical to HB 781.

Patron - Wampler

SB662 Virginia War Memorial. Requires the State
Comptroller to advance a loan of $5.97 million for the state
share of the construction of an educational wing for the Vir-
ginia War Memorial and the expansion of the Shrine of Mem-
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ory for to include Virginians killed in action in the War on
Terror, in the form of a short-term treasury loan, with no inter-
est, upon certification by the Governor or his desginee that (i)
$2 million in private funds have been raised and the funds are
either available or have been expended, and (ii) the funds were
or will be used to support the projects. The State Treasurer
shall advance $500,000 of the $5.97 million upon certification
that $1 million in private funds have been raised or expended
for the educational wing.

Patron - Stosch

SB68O Service-disabled veteran-owned small busi-
ness programs. Aligns Virginia’s eligibility requirements for
participation in the Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small
Business Program with federal eligibility requirements set by
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

Patron - Wagner

SB683 Virginia Commission on Higher Education
Board Appointments; sunset. Removes the sunset on the Vir-
ginia Commission on Higher Education Board Appointments.
This bill incorporates SB 302 and is identical to HB 776.
Patron - Norment

SB701 Department of Aging; coordination of long-
term care services. Adds to the membership of the local long-
term care coordination committee organizations providing
housing and transportation services, and other appropriate
organizations providing long-term care services. This bill is
identical to HB 1447.

Patron - Lucas

SB726 Freedom of Information Act; records and
meetings of Innovative Technology Authority. Exempts
from public disclosure certain proprietary records submitted to
the Innovative Technology Authority as part of a grant applica-
tion. The bill also allows meetings of the Innovative Technol-
ogy Authority to be closed when the exempt records are being
discussed. This bill is identical to HB 1458.

Patron - Petersen

SB734 Administrative Process Act (APA); public
participation guidelines. Requires, on or before July 1, 2008,
the Department of Planning and Budget, in consultation with
the Office of the Attorney General, to (i) develop model public
participation guidelines and (ii) provide these model public
participation guidelines to each agency that has the authority to
promulgate regulations. By December 1, 2008, each agency
shall either (a) adopt the model public participation guidelines
or (b) if significant additions or changes are proposed, promul-
gate the model public participation guidelines with the pro-
posed changes as fast-track regulations pursuant to § 2.2-
4012.1. Agency action in adopting the model public participa-
tion guidelines in accordance with clause (a) shall be exempt
from the APA. Any regulatory action commenced on or after
January 1, 2009, shall use the model public participation guide-
lines in the form adopted by an agency. Thereafter, any amend-
ments to an agency’s public participation guidelines must be
done in accordance with the APA. This bill is identical to HB
1167.

Patron - Smith

SB741 Department of Human Resource Manage-
ment; staff augmentation services. Provides for the Depart-
ment of Human Resource Management to work jointly with the
Department of General Services and the Virginia Information
Technologies Agency to develop expedited processes for the
procurement of staff augmentation to supplement salaried and
wage employees of state agencies. Under the bill, the Depart-
ment of Human Resource Management may perform contract

administration duties and responsibilities for any resulting
statewide augmentation contracts.

Patron - Hanger

SB756 Virginia Career Readiness Certificate Pro-
gram; creation; report. Creates the Virginia Career Readiness
Certificate Program to certify the workplace and college readi-
ness skills of Virginians, in order to better prepare them for
continued education and workforce training, successful
employment, and career advancement. The Virginia Workforce
Council, in consultation with the Secretary of Education, shall
promulgate regulations necessary to implement and administer
the Program. Funding shall come from the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, or other sources as shall be made available, in an
amount not to exceed $1 million. HB 1526 is identical.

Patron - Ruff
SB76O Veterans services in the Commonwealth.

Requires the Department of Veterans Services to establish
guidelines for the determination of eligibility for Virginia-
domiciled veterans and their spouses, orphans, and dependents
for participation in programs and benefits administered by the
Department. The bill also establishes the Veterans Services
Foundation as a body politic and corporate for the purposes of
carrying out its statutory powers and duties. In addition the bill
(1) adds the Chair of the Joint Leadership Council to the board
of trustees and (ii) clarifies the purpose of the foundation to
raise funds from the private sector for veterans services and
programs in the state. In addition the bill changes references
under the powers and duties of the Commissioner of Veterans
Services from the Secretary of Administration to the Secretary
of Public Safety. The bill incorporates SB 521.

Patron - Wagner

S B764 Address confidentiality for victims of domes-
tic violence; program expanded; penalty. Expands the
address confidentiality for victims of domestic violence pro-
gram currently implemented in the County of Arlington to the
Counties of Albemarle, Augusta, Dickenson, Fairfax, Henry,
Lee, Rockbridge, Russell, Scott, Washington, and Wise as well
as the Cities of Buena Vista, Charlottesville, Lexington, Mar-
tinsville, Norfolk, and Roanoke. The bill also provides that an
applicant to the program may apply in person at a domestic
violence program, which is defined as a public and not-for-
profit agency the primary mission of which is to provide ser-
vices to victims of sexual or domestic violence. Currently, such
applications are made directly to the Office of the Attorney
General.

Patron - Ticer

SJ1 26 Center for Innovative Technology; innovation
index; report. Requests the Center for Innovative Technology
(CIT) to establish a Commonwealth Innovation Index to foster
the formation, retention, and expansion of technology-based
economic development opportunities. In developing the Inno-
vation Index, CIT shall solicit input from the Commonwealth’s
regional technology councils and technology community. The
index shall serve as a community-driven tool that will enable
community and Commonwealth leaders to steer a successful
course toward global leadership in advanced technology com-
pany formation and attraction while saving tax dollars.

Patron - Stolle

Failed

H B75 Attorney General; official opinions. Adds the
general registrar of a locality to the list of individuals and enti-
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ties who may request advice or official advisory opinions from
the Attorney General.
Patron - Toscano

H BQO Public Procurement Act; verification of legal
presence. Requires all public contractors and their subcontrac-
tors to register and participate in a federal Electronic Work
Verification Program or similar electronic verification of work
authorization program to determine that their employees and
individual independent contractors are legally eligible for
employment in the United States. Contractors and subcontrac-
tors are required to verify the employment status of their
employees and independent contractors, and are prohibited
from employing or contracting with an individual who is not
determined to be legally eligible for employment in the United
States as determined through the verification of the individ-
ual’s status. Contractors who do not register and participate in
the registration program are ineligible for prequalification.
Patron - Nichols

H B1 09 Regulation of firearms by state entities. Pro-
hibits a state agency, council, commission, or other entity from
adopting any rules, regulations, or policies governing the pur-
chase, possession, transfer, ownership, carrying, storage, or
transporting of firearms, ammunition, or components or com-
binations thereof, unless expressly authorized by statute. The
prohibition does not apply to state, local, and regional correc-
tional facilities or mental health facilities, nor is it to be con-
strued to prohibit a law-enforcement officer from acting within
the scope of his duties. Any rule, regulation, or policy adopted
prior to July 1, 2007, except for those specifically authorized
by statute, will be invalid.

Patron - Cole

H B1 64 Department of General Services; Division of
Engineering; use of compact fluorescent light bulbs in
state-owned and occupied buildings. Requires the use of
compact fluorescent light bulbs in state-owned and occupied
buildings by January 1, 2011. Under the bill, all state-owned
and occupied buildings shall discontinue the use of incandes-
cent light bulbs by December 31, 2010, and in the intervening
period replace them with compact fluorescent bulbs. Savings
derived from the replacement implementation plan shall be
used by the Division to study the appropriate means for dispos-
ing of compact fluorescent bulbs that have reached the end of
their useful life.

Patron - Poisson

HB1 66 Venture capital investments, investment

return guarantees. Creates a program under which the Com-
monwealth makes investment return guarantees for certain
investments made between January 1, 2008, and January 1,
2013, in venture capital funds that invest in technology firms
located in the Commonwealth. The Virginia Economic Devel-
opment Partnership Authority shall administer the program. A
venture capital fund eligible under the program must have an
office in the Commonwealth and an established history of
investing in businesses or industries that are in the early stages
of development and must enter into a contract with the Author-
ity under which it promises to use its best efforts to invest three
times the amount of principal it receives in technology firms
located in Virginia. Pension funds, endowments, and other
institutions investing in eligible venture capital funds shall
receive investment return guarantees from the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth guarantees a 10 percent average annual
rate of return over a 10-year horizon to such institutions incor-
porated or having administrative headquarters located in the
Commonwealth. The Commonwealth guarantees to all other
institutions that they will not lose any of their principal invest-
ment over the 10-year period. The financial guarantees are in

the form of supplemental appropriations to such institutions
such that the guaranteed rates of return are realized.
Patron - Purkey

HB1 87 Virginia Public Procurement Act; bid, pay-
ment, and performance bonds; alternate forms of security.
Expands the forms of alternate bid, payment, and performance
security that may be used to include a bond provided or exe-
cuted by an individual surety provided that (i) the person acting
as the individual surety transacts business only through an
insurance agency licensed by the Bureau of Insurance of the
State Corporation Commission; (ii) the person acting as the
individual surety provides an affidavit of individual surety in a
form acceptable to the Department of General Services; and
(iii) pledges certain assets in the amount equal to 100 percent
of the contract value for the total penal amount of the perfor-
mance and payment bonds or the penal amount of the bid as
required by the bid bond.

Patron - Marshall, R.G.

HB1 98 Department of Law; establishment of Divi-
sion of Human Rights; elimination of the Human Rights
Council; penalties. Eliminates the Human Rights Council and
establishes the Division of Human Rights within the Depart-
ment of Law to carry out the powers and duties of the Human
Rights Council. The bill contains technical amendments.
Patron - Marshall, R.G

H 8203 Searchable budget database website. Requires
the Director of the Department of Planning and Budget to
maintain a searchable budget database website that would
allow persons to search and aggregate information for individ-
ual or specific appropriations or budget items. The Director
would be required to have the database operational by July 1,
2009. When fully operational, all data in the database would be
maintained for a minimum of 10 years. The bill would repeal a
current provision that requires the Auditor of Public Accounts
to maintain an online searchable database providing certain
state expenditure, revenue, and demographic information. This
bill is incorporated into HB 1360.

Patron - Marshall, R.G.

H 8206 Department of Consumer Affairs. Removes
the Office of Consumer Affairs from the Department of Agri-
culture and Consumer Services and establishes it as the Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs (DCA). The DCA will be headed by
a Director appointed by the Governor to serve at his pleasure.
The DCA will be the successor in interest to the Office of Con-
sumer Affairs by serving as the central coordinating agency
and clearinghouse for receiving and investigating complaints
by Virginia consumers of illegal, fraudulent, deceptive, or dan-
gerous practices.

Patron - Marshall, R.G

H 8236 Identification cards, licenses, and driver’s

licenses. Requires that these documents be made of a material
and in a form designed to prevent duplication, alteration, and
counterfeiting.

Patron - Cosgrove

H 831 3 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); work-
ing papers and correspondence. Removes the current exemp-
tion in FOIA for working papers and correspondence for the
president or other chief executive officer of any public institu-
tion of higher education in Virginia.

Patron - Landes

H 8390 Compromised Data Notification Act. Creates
the Compromised Data Notification Act, which, following dis-
covery or notification of a breach of a security system, requires
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a state agency that owns or licenses computerized data that
includes personal information to provide notice of the breach
to all residents of Virginia whose unencrypted personal infor-
mation was or is reasonably believed to have been acquired by
an unauthorized person. The notice shall be given in the most
expedient time possible and without unreasonable delay, con-
sistent with the legitimate needs of law enforcement or any
measures necessary to determine the scope of the breach and
restore the reasonable integrity of the system. This bill has
been incorporated into HB 1469.

Patron - Bulova

HB415 Commonwealth Competition Council.

Repeals the Commonwealth Competition Council.
Patron - Marshall, R.G.

H B41 6 Innovative Technology Authority; repealed.
Repeals the Innovative Technology Authority and the Center
for Innovative Technology. The bill moves the Advanced Com-
munications Assistance Fund, the Commonwealth Technology
Research Fund, and the Biotechnology Commercialization
Loan Fund under the supervision of the Virginia Economic
Development Partnership.

Patron - Marshall, R.G

H B423 Searchable budget database website. Requires
the Director of the Department of Planning and Budget to
maintain a searchable budget database website that would
allow persons to search and aggregate information for individ-
ual or specific appropriations or budget items. The Director
would be required to have the database operational by July 1,
2009. When fully operational, all data in the database would be
maintained for a minimum of 10 years. The bill would require
to the Director to work with the Auditor of Public Accounts
and the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to
avoid any duplication of efforts. This bill is incorporated into
HB 1360.

Patron - Marshall, R.G.

H B426 Virginia Public Procurement Act; bid, pay-
ment, and performance bonds; alternate forms of security.
Expands the forms of alternate bid, payment, and performance
security that may be used to include a bond provided or exe-
cuted by an individual surety provided that (i) the person acting
as the individual surety transacts business only through an
insurance agency licensed by the Bureau of Insurance of the
State Corporation Commission; (ii) the person acting as the
individual surety provides an affidavit of individual surety in a
form acceptable to the Department of General Services; and
(iii) pledges certain assets in the amount equal to 100 percent
of the contract value for the total penal amount of the perfor-
mance and payment bonds or the penal amount of the bid as
required by the bid bond.

Patron - Marshall, R.G.

H B497 Center for Innovative Technology (CIT);
duties. Requires CIT to perform a biennial survey of the Com-
monwealth’s technology industry to assess the current and pro-
jected demand for science, math, and technology-related
graduates and identify the types of graduates most desired by
the technology industry. The bill requires CIT to report its find-
ings to the Joint Commission on Technology and Science and
the Commonwealth’s institutions of higher education.

Patron - Cosgrove

H B595 State funds; state officials and employees;

payment for certain communication devices and services
prohibited. Prohibits the use of state funds to pay for the cellu-
lar phone, pager, or cable television service of any person

unless the service is provided for use in performance of an offi-
cial or contractual obligation or task.
Patron - Marshall, D.W.

H B623 Enforcement of immigration laws; agreement
with United States Immigrations and Customs Enforce-
ment. States that it is the responsibility of the Governor to
enter into a memorandum of agreement with Immigration and
Customs Enforcement that would allow designated state and
local law-enforcement officers to perform certain federal
immigration law functions in the Commonwealth. Such an
agreement is often referred to as an agreement under the fed-
eral 287(g) program.

Patron - Miller, J.H.

HB676 Commission on Climate Change; report.

Establishes a Climate Change Commission in the executive
branch of government to develop a Climate Change Action
Plan that: (i) characterizes the quantity and source of green-
house gas emissions in the Commonwealth; (ii) identifies the
potential impacts and effects of increasing atmospheric green-
house gas concentrations on the state; (iii) identifies actions
necessary to prepare for and mitigate the likely consequences
of climate change; (iv) quantifies a greenhouse gas reduction
target; (v) identifies and evaluates both state and regional cli-
mate action plans that address climate change and greenhouse
gas emissions; and (vi) identifies economically viable pro-
grams, policies, and actions that are needed to meet state tar-
gets for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. In its development
of the Climate Change Action Plan, the Commission shall con-
sider demand-side energy conservation by utilities and con-
sumers, expanding renewable energy portfolios, rate
decoupling, time-of-use pricing, mandatory energy efficiency
measures, and transportation demand management. Wherever
possible, the Commission shall examine opportunities to cou-
ple greenhouse gas reductions with economic development and
other market-based approaches to statewide greenhouse gas
reductions. This bill was incorporated into HB 796.

Patron - Plum

H B693 Small business health insurance pools; advi-
sor. Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to
create the position of Small Business Health Insurance Advisor
to assist small businesses in forming health insurance pools, as
authorized by state and federal law. This bill was incorporated
into HB 807.

Patron - Armstrong

H B793 Secretary of Natural Resources; development
of strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Requires the
Secretary to develop a comprehensive plan by January 1, 2010,
that, if adopted by the General Assembly, is capable of provid-
ing a 30 percent reduction of the 2005 greenhouse gas emis-
sions level by 2025 and an 80 percent reduction of the 2005
greenhouse gas emissions level by 2050.

Patron - Englin

H B807 Small business health insurance pools; advi-
sor. Requires the Secretary of Health and Human Resources to
create the position of Small Business Health Insurance Advisor
to assist small businesses in forming health insurance pools, as
authorized by state and federal law. This bill incorporates HB
693.

Patron - Englin

H B834 Irrigation systems; state-owned buildings
and private property. Requires the Division of Engineering
and Buildings, in every state-owned building or facility
designed, constructed, or substantially altered after July 1,
2008, that includes as part of such design, construction, or
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alteration the installation of an outdoor automatic sprinkler or
irrigation system, to insure that such system shall have fur-
nished and installed technology that inhibits or interrupts oper-
ation of the landscape irrigation system during periods of
sufficient moisture or rainfall. The technology shall be adjust-
able either by the end user or the professional practitioner of
landscape irrigation services. The bill also provides that every
outdoor automatic sprinkler or irrigation system installed after
July 1, 2008, by a landscape irrigation contractor shall be
equipped with technology that inhibits or interrupts operation
of the landscape irrigation system during periods of sufficient
moisture or rainfall. The technology shall be adjustable either
by the end user or the professional practitioner of landscape
irrigation services. The bill provides that this latter provision
shall not apply to systems operating on golf courses or agricul-
tural lands.

Patron - Moran

H 8909 Virginia Nanotechnology Authority; estab-
lished. Establishes the Virginia Nanotechnology Authority to
promote development of nanotechnology in Virginia. The
Authority will be responsible for administering a fund to be
used to provide industry and institutions of higher education
with discovery grants, collaboration grants, and prototype
grants. The Authority will be governed by a board of directors
and managed by a president at the direction of the Board. The
president is responsible for creating a virtual Virginia Nano-
technology Users Network to facilitate research and develop-
ment of nanotechnology at the Commonwealth’s institutions of
higher education.

Patron - Purkey

H 891 0 Technology, Nanotechnology and Biotechnol-
ogy Investment Fund created. Creates the Technology, Nano-
technology and Biotechnology Investment Fund to attract
technology or biotechnology companies to, or assist those
companies located in, the Commonwealth. Moneys in the Fund
shall only be applied to qualified research expenses and basic
research payments (as defined by § 41 of the Internal Revenue
Code) for research conducted in the Commonwealth. Qualified
research expenses are defined as in-house expenses or contract
research expenses, paid by a technology or biotechnology com-
pany. Basic research payments are defined as payments made
to companies and nonprofit research institutions and organiza-
tions located in the Commonwealth for research in technology
and biotechnology. No grant to a company from the Fund is to
exceed $500,000 per year. The Innovative Technology Author-
ity shall administer this fund.

Patron - Purkey

H 8928 Illegal immigration; penalty. Adopts several
measures aimed at curbing illegal immigration in the Com-
monwealth. The bill requires all public bodies and their con-
tractors to register and participate in a federal work
authorization program operated by the United States Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to verify information on all new
employees, and requires all agencies providing benefits to ver-
ify the recipient’s immigration status. State institutions of
higher education would be prohibited from providing in-state
tuition to illegal aliens. The bill requires that if an independent
contractor fails to provide documentation of the contractor’s
employment authorization, the contracting entity must with-
hold state income tax at the top marginal income tax rate from
any compensation paid to the contractor. The bill makes it a
Class 6 felony to harbor, transport, or conceal an illegal alien.
In addition, the immigration status of any individual arrested
on suspicion of a felony or of driving under the influence must
be verified. To aid in the enforcement of immigration laws, the
Attorney General is authorized to negotiate the terms of a
memorandum of understanding with the Department of Home-

land Security that would allow law-enforcement officers in the
Commonwealth to perform certain immigration functions. In
addition, the Department of State Police is directed to establish
a division of fraudulent document identification to investigate
the sale and distribution of fraudulent documents in the Com-
monwealth.

Patron - Gilbert

H 8943 Veterans services in the Commonwealth.

Changes references under the powers and duties of the Com-
missioner of Veterans Services from the Secretary of Adminis-
tration to the Secretary of Public Safety. The bill also clarifies
the purpose of the Veterans Services Foundation to provide
funding for veteran services and programs in the Common-
wealth. This bill was incorporated in HB 229.

Patron - Jones, D.C.

HB1 01 9 Telecommuting; state agencies to keep sav-

ings. Authorizes state agencies to retain the unappropriated
balance in the general appropriation act realized as a direct
result of implementing a telecommuting program within the
agency.

Patron - Hugo

HB1 020 Freedom of Information Act; electronic

meetings; interim study committees. Permits interim study
committees of the General Assembly to conduct meetings
using electronic communications without meeting physical
presence requirements for a quorum. Members participating in
such meetings through electronic communications shall count
towards quorum requirements and have full voting rights.
Patron - Hugo

H B1 030 Procurement contracts; state contractors to

offer telecommuting to employees. Requires the contractor to
make every effort to offer telecommuting or alternative work
schedules to its employees, based on the state telecommuting
and alternative work schedule guidelines, except where there is
a bona fide occupational qualification reasonably necessary to
the normal operation of the contractor.

Patron - Frederick

H B1 064 Veterans Services; mental health program.

Requires the Commissioner of Veterans Services to develop, in
cooperation with the Department of Mental Health, Mental
Retardation and Substance Abuse Services and the Department
of Rehabilitative Services, a strategy for coordinating the vari-
ous programs that address the unique mental health needs of
veterans, including post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic
brain injuries, and to seek additional federal, state, and private
sources of funding for such programs. This bill was incorpo-
rated into HB 475.

Patron - Brink

HB1 096 Protection of Social Security Numbers Act;

penalties. Creates the Protection of Social Security Numbers
Act, which prohibits every agency from releasing those por-
tions of a public record that contain the social security number
of any individual. The bill contains several exemptions from
this general rule and also allows disclosure of the last four dig-
its of a social security number to certain entities for the purpose
of verifying identity. The bill provides for penalties for viola-
tion and contains technical amendments.

Patron - Sickles

HB1 1 02 Freedom of Information Act; records con-

taining social security numbers. Exempts from the manda-
tory disclosure requirements of the Freedom of Information
Act those portions of records containing an individual’s social
security number; except that access shall not be denied to the
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person who is the subject thereof. Any person who is the sub-
ject of any such record and who is 18 years of age or older may
waive, in writing, these protections. If the protections are so
waived, the public body shall open such records for inspection
and copying.

Patron - Sickles

H B1 104 Veterans services in the Commonwealth.

Changes references under the powers and duties of the Com-
missioner of Veterans Services from the Secretary of Adminis-
tration to the Secretary of Public Safety. The bill also (i) adds
the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Veterans Services
Foundation as a non voting member of the Joint Leadership
Council of Veterans Service Organizations, (ii) adds the Chair
of the Joint Leadership Council of Veterans Services Organiza-
tions as a voting member of the board of trustees of the Veter-
ans Services Foundation, and (iii) establishes the Veterans
Services Foundation as a body politic and corporate to provide
funding for veteran services and programs in the Common-
wealth. This bill was incorporated into HB 229.

Patron - Bouchard

H B1 184 Financial and management review of all

state agencies. Directs the Governor to initiate on July 1,
2008, an operational and programmatic performance review of
(i) the Department of Health, (ii) the Department of Education,
and (iii) primary and secondary education funded by the Com-
monwealth, which review shall be concluded by December 1,
2008. The review shall be conducted by a private management
consulting firm. The goal of the review is to effect savings in
expenditures, a reduction in duplication of effort, and program-
matic efficiencies in the operation of state government.

Patron - Lingamfelter

H B1 189 Appropriations; funding for anti-child-
exploitation law enforcement. Provides both one-time and
ongoing appropriations to fund anti-child-exploitation law-
enforcement efforts in the Commonwealth.

Patron - Moran

H B1 195 Department of General Services; Green

Buildings Act. Requires all major facility projects of state
agencies to be constructed to meet the United States Green
Building Council Leadership in Energy and Environment
Design (LEED) silver certification standard, unless granted an
exemption by the Director of the Department of General Ser-
vices. Such projects will not be required to obtain official
LEED certification. Application of the requirement will be
phased in over the next three years based on the square footage
of the project. The provisions of the bill do not apply to con-
struction projects of public school districts. The bill also
requires the use of compact fluorescent light bulbs in state-
owned and occupied buildings by January 1, 2010.

Patron - Moran

H B1 357 Department of the Treasury; excess funds

in the Revenue Stabilization Fund. Establishes a mechanism
to provide tax relief to Virginia taxpayers when the Auditor of
Public Accounts determines the Revenue Stabilization Fund
has reached its maximum size as provided in the Constitution
of Virginia. The excess funds will be deposited in a special
nonreverting fund titled the "Virginia Taxpayer Surplus Relief
Fund" to be used by the next session of the General Assembly
to provide tax relief to Virginia taxpayers. This bill was incor-
porated into HB 1318.

Patron - Cline

H B1 358 Procurement of services by certain state

agencies. Requires the Director of the Division of Purchases
and Supply of the Department of General Services to require

each state agency, except two- and four-year public institutions
of higher education and law-enforcement agencies, to procure
nonprofessional services from private sector if such services
are listed in the Commonwealth Competition Council’s list.
The bill also provides that upon a written determination made
in advance by a state agency that the procurement of services
from a commercial source is neither practicable nor fiscally
advantageous, such service may continue to be performed by
the state agency.

Patron - Cline

HB1 359 Department of Planning and Budget; sub-

missions to the General Assembly. Requires the Department
of Planning and Budget, in addition to providing copies of all
agency budget estimates, to prepare an analysis of such esti-
mates for the deliberative use of the Governor and the General
Assembly, such analysis to include, but not be limited to, (i)
appropriations requested as compared to the prior year, (ii) a
brief description of each agency’s priorities for receiving fund-
ing, and (ii1) a discussion of major changes or initiatives rec-
ommended for the ensuing fiscal year. The Department is
required to submit the estimates and analysis to the Governor
and, within 30 days thereof, submit the same to the chairmen of
the House Committee on Appropriations and the Senate Com-
mittee on Finance.

Patron - Cline

HB1 41 6 Alcoholic beverage control; tax increases;

substance abuse treatment fund. Requires the ABC Board to
deduct quarterly five percent from its net profits to be paid into
the Substance Abuse Treatment Fund, which is created in the
bill. The fund shall be administered by the Secretary of Health
and Human Resources and money in the fund shall be used
solely to support substance abuse treatment programs through-
out Virginia. The bill also raises the excise tax on beer and
wine coolers and the liter tax on wine.

Patron - Ware, O.

HB1 472 Employment discrimination; speaking

English. Provides that discharging or taking other employ-
ment-related action with regard to an employee on the basis of
the employee’s failure or refusal to comply with his employer’s
requirement that English be spoken or used while at work for a
legitimate business purpose shall not be deemed to constitute
discrimination on the basis of national origin. Currently,
employers with more than five but less than 15 employees are
prohibited from discharging an employee on the basis of
national origin.

Patron - Cole

HB1 474 Secretary of Education; Citizenship Assis-
tance Initiative Program. Establishes the Virginia Citizenship
Assistance Initiative Program within the Office of the Secre-
tary of Education to serve as a public resource for linking legal
permanent residents directly to the information and services
they need to successfully pursue citizenship. The Initiative is to
be established as a nonprofit legal entity to (i) directly assist
legal immigrants in Virginia become United States citizens; (ii)
encourage legal immigrants to independently initiate their nat-
uralization process; and (iii) help new citizens participate fully
in civic life in Virginia.

Patron - Eisenberg

H B1 485 Native American Month and Day of Appre-
ciation. Changes the current reference to the "American Indian
Month" and the "Day of Appreciation for American Indians" to
"Native American Month" and "Day of Appreciation for
Native Americans."

Patron - Hall
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H B1 493 Nondiscrimination in state public employ-

ment. Prohibits discrimination in state government employ-
ment based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex,
pregnancy, childbirth or related medical conditions, age, mari-
tal status, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a special
disabled veteran or other veteran covered by the Vietnam Era
Veterans Readjustment Act of 1974,

Patron - Ebbin

HB1 497 Small business health insurance pools;

advisor. Requires the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources to create the position of Small Business Health
Insurance Advisor to assist small businesses in forming health
insurance pools, as authorized by state and federal law.

Patron - Marshall, D.W.

H B1 504 Compromised Data Notification Act. Cre-

ates the Compromised Data Notification Act, which, following
discovery or notification of a breach of a security system,
requires a state agency that owns or licenses computerized data
that includes personal information to provide notice of the
breach to all residents of Virginia whose unencrypted personal
information was or is reasonably believed to have been
acquired by an unauthorized person. The notice shall be given
in the most expedient time possible and without unreasonable
delay, consistent with the legitimate needs of law enforcement
or any measures necessary to determine the scope of the breach
and restore the reasonable integrity of the system. This bill has
been incorporated into HB 1469.

Patron - Nixon

H B1 522 Department of Business Assistance; Vir-

ginia Economic Development Partnership. Abolishes the
Department of Business Assistance and transfers its duties to
the Virginia Economic Development Partnership.

Patron - Massie

H B1 547 The 21st Century Capital Improvement

Program. Creates the 21st Century Capital Improvement Pro-
gram which is a dynamic program for the orderly and system-
atic programming and financing of capital projects throughout
the Commonwealth that will be revised annually for the acqui-
sition, development, enhancement, planning, or replacement of
public facilities over a multiyear period. In addition, the bill
provides an initial list of the Program’s projects; a list of
projects to be constructed by bonds issued by the Virginia Col-
lege Building Authority and the Virginia Public Building
Authority, and a list of projects whose planning costs will be
appropriated in the Budget Bill.

Patron - Putney

H B1 554 Virginia Public Procurement Act; small,

women-, or minority-owned businesses. Requires the
Department of General Services, in conjunction with the
Department of Minority Business Enterprise, to develop a pro-
gram that insures that at least 15 percent of state procurement
contracts are awarded to small, women-, and minority-owned
businesses located in historically underutilized business zones
(HUB Zone) that meet certain requirements. The bill defines
HUB Zone.

Patron - McClellan

HB1 563 Telecommuting; reports to the General

Assembly. Requires the Secretary of Technology to work in
conjunction with the Secretary of Administration and Secretary
of Transportation in advising and assisting the public and pri-
vate sectors regarding telecommuting. The bill also places the
primary reporting responsibility with the Secretary of Technol-
ogy, as opposed to the Secretary of Administration. The Secre-

tary of Technology must report annually by October 1 to the
General Assembly on the status and efficiency of telecommut-
ing in the Commonwealth.

Patron - Scott, J.M.

HJ237 Center for Innovative Technology; innovation
index; report. Requests the Center for Innovative Technology
(CIT) to establish a Commonwealth Innovation Index to foster
the formation, retention, and expansion of technology-based
economic development opportunities. In developing the Inno-
vation Index, CIT shall solicit input from the Commonwealth’s
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