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Preface

This publication presents a summary of legislation considered by the Virginia
General Assembly at the 2003 Session. Bill summaries are arranged by subject
areas corresponding to the appropriate titles in the Code of Virginia. Noncodified
bills of a substantive nature are also contained under their proper subject
headings. Within each heading, the material is further separated into Passed and
Failed categories. (The General Assembly sometimes incorporates provisions
from several bills in one substitute bill. Thus a bill may have failed, but all or
some of its provisions have been "incorporated” in another bill. The summary for
the bill will so note.) Bills affecting more than one title are printed under the
dominant subject area of the legislation.

Other headings contain constitutional amendment resolutions, certain miscella-
neous resolutions, charter and authority bills, and miscellaneous noncodified
bills. A final category lists studies approved by the General Assembly. An index
shows the page number on which the summary of a particular bill may be found.

The major substantive provisions of each measure are summarized. The appro-
priate bill number and patron are also noted so that one can obtain further
information, if needed. A researcher should refer to the enrolled bill, the
appropriate chapter of the 2003 Acts of Assembly, or the Legislative Information
System on the Internet (http:/legl.state.va.us/lis.htm) for detailed information
on legislation.

These summaries reflect actions of the 2003 General Assembly through adjourn-
ment sine die on February 22, 2003. Many of the measures are subject to
gubernatorial review and veto. Therefore, some measures may be amended and
some may not become law.

This document represents many hours of work and the concerted efforts of all
Division of Legislative Services staff. | hope you will join me in thanking the staff
for its dedicated service to the legislative process. A special word of thanks goes
to the Division of Legislative Automated Systems, which provided technical and
printing assistance that contributed greatly to the success of this publication.

E. M. Miller, Jr.
Director, Division of Legislative Services
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Continued Introduced Passed Failed

House Bills 361 1463 686 1138
House Joint Resolutions 26 416 345 97
House Resolutions 0 38 34 4
House Total 387 1917 1065 1239
Senate Bills 111 661 360 412
Senate Joint Resolutions 19 220 194 45
Senate Resolutions 0 27 27 0
Senate Total 130 908 581 457

General Assembly Total 517 2825 1646 1696




15
18
20
20
20
21
25
25
25
25
27
30
30
32
32
42
47
49
58
64
67
81
86
92
92
93
93
94
96
99
99

Contents

Administration of the Government Generally
Agriculture, Horticulture and Food
Alcoholic Beverage Control Act

Aviation

Banking and Finance

Boundaries, Jurisdiction and Emblems of the Commonwealth
Civil Remedies and Procedure
Commercial Code/General Provisions
Commercial Code/Negotiable Instruments
Commercial Code/Sales

Commonwealth Public Safety
Conservation

Contracts

Corporations

Costs, Fees, Salaries and Allowances
Counties, Cities and Towns

Courts not of Record

Courts of Record

Crimes and Offenses Generally

Criminal Procedure

Domestic Relations

Education

Educational Institutions

Elections

Eminent Domain

Fiduciaries Generally

Fire Protection

Fisheries and Habitat of the Tidal Waters
Game, Inland Fisheries and Boating
General Assembly

General Provisions of Virginia Code
Health
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111 Highways, Bridges and Ferries

117 Homestead and Other Exemptions

117 Housing

118 Institutions for the Mentally Ill; Mental Health Generally
121 Insurance

127 Labor and Employment

128 Libraries

128 Mechanics’ and Certain Other Liens

129 Military and Emergency Laws

129 Mines and Mining

129 Motor Vehicles

143 Notaries and Out-of-State Commissioners
143 Partnerships

143 Pensions, Benefits and Retirement

148 Persons with Disabilities

149 Police, State

150 Prisons and Other Methods of Correction
152 Professions and Occupations

158 Property and Conveyances

161 Public Service Companies

163 Religious and Charitable Matters; Cemeteries
164 Taxation

178 Trade and Commerce

181 Unemployment Compensation

182 Waters of the State, Ports and Harbors
183 Welfare (Social Services)

187 Wills and Decedents’ Estates

187 Workers’ Compensation

188 Constitutional Amendment Resolutions
193 Other Resolutions

195 Miscellaneous (Including Budget and Bonds)
196 Study Resolutions

202 Charters and Authorities





