2026 SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The 2026 Session Highlights summarizes significant legislation considered by the 2026 Session of the
General Assembly as selected by the staff of the Virginia Division of Legislative Services. The brief overview of
the 2026 Session covers legislative actions through sine die on Saturday, March 14, 2026. Bills are
differentiated as Passed, Failed, or Carried Over. Passed bills are subject to review and veto by the Governor;
thus, some of the bills listed as passed in this volume may be amended and some may not become law.

Agriculture/Natural Resources

Table of Contents

Passed

Agriculture/Natural Resources......... 1
HB 397/SB 802 Clean energy and community flood
preparedness; market-based trading program. Directs the
Department of Environmental Quality and the State Air
Pollution Control Board to establish and maintain a market-
based trading program consistent with the Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative program, as defined in existing
law, to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from electricity COrTeCtionsS.......ccceuveeeeeeiiireeeeeieeeeens 5
generating units in the Commonwealth.

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis..2

Constitutional Amendments............. 5

Courts/Civil Law.......coceveeviiniennnne. 7
HB 402 Cottage food laws; sale of certain food over
phone and internet; work group; report. Expands the Courts/Criminal Justice.................... 8
exemption from state inspection requirements for private
homes where the resident processes and prepares certain Education..........ccceceevveiciicncncncne. 10
food products, including pickles and other acidified
vegetables, to allow for such person to sell such products at Firearms......cooooeveveeieeiiiiiieieeeeeeeen, 12
any location, through the internet, or by telephone to an
individual in the Commonwealth for his own consumption
. : ) ; General Laws......ccccocevieneniencnnnene 13
and deliver such products in person, by mail, or by delivery
service subject to certain restrictions. Current law only
allows for the sale to take place in person at the private Health..........ccooeiieiiiii 16
home, a temporary event, or a farmer's market. The bill also
directs the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Labor and Commerce..............c...... 19
Services to convene a work group to examine the structural,
equipment, and facility standards for private homes in the Local Government..............c.......... 20
Commonwealth producing products that do not meet the
cottage food law exemptions. The bill requires the work Social Services.....ooovuveeeeevveeeeennn.. 22
group to complete its meetings by November 1, 2026, and
report its findings and recommendations to the Chairs of the Speed Cameras.............ccccveveveennnn. 23
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural
Resources and the House Committee on Agriculture, TaXatioN...ccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn, 26
Chesapeake and Natural Resources by the first day of the
2027 Regular Session of the General Assembly. Technology........cccovveevieniiiiien, 26
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land application, marketing, or distribution of sewage
sludge; perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances;
testing requirements. Directs any owner of a sewage
treatment works land applying, marketing, or distributing
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sewage sludge in the Commonwealth, beginning January 1,
2027, to collect representative samples of the sewage sludge
intended to be land applied, marketed, or distributed and
have such samples analyzed by an accredited laboratory for
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). The
bill mandates certain outcomes for the land application of
such sewage sludge depending on the concentration of PFAS
in such sewage sludge. The bill directs the Department of
Environmental Quality to modify all Virginia Pollution
Abatement permits for the land application of sewage sludge
and Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits
for sewage treatment works that include sewage sludge
prepared for land application, marketing, or distribution as
soon as practicable. The bill requires the Department to
utilize the PFAS Expert Advisory Committee (PEAC) or
convene a work group to study and recommend approaches
to reduce the occurrence of PFAS in sewage sludge intended
for land application within the Commonwealth. The
Department is required to report the recommendations of the
PEAC or work group to the Governor and the Chairs of the
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural
Resources and the House Committee on Agriculture,
Chesapeake and Natural Resources by November 1, 2027.

Failed

HB 1013 Marine Resources Commission; Chesapeake
Bay; diamondback terrapin protection areas; use of
bycatch reduction devices on crab traps; penalty.
Requires the Marine Resources Commission, in collaboration
with the Crab Management Advisory Committee and the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, to develop and establish
by December 1, 2027, diamondback terrapin protection areas
in those portions of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries
where may occur between diamondback
terrapins and any nets, traps, pots, or other fishing devices or
gear. The bill directs the Commission to require by regulation
bycatch reduction devices, as defined in the bill, on all
recreational crab pots placed within any such diamondback
terrapin protection area established by the Commission. A
violation of such regulation is a Class 3 misdemeanor.

interactions

HB 1396 Department of Wildlife Resources; permits; use
of dogs in hunting game animals, fur-bearing animals,
and nuisance species; civil penalties. Directs the
Department of Wildlife Resources to establish a permit for
persons and a permit for organizations that hunt game
animals, fur-bearing animals, or nuisance species with the aid
of dogs and makes it unlawful for any person to (i) release a
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dog to hunt, pursue, or chase any game animal, fur-bearing
animal, or nuisance species on any tract of real property or
(i) engage in hunting for any game animal, fur-bearing
animal, or nuisance species with the aid of any dog unless
such person has been issued a permit to hunt with dogs by
the Department. The bill exempts from permitting
requirements any person or organization (a) engaged in
mounted fox hunting or hunting waterfowl, migratory birds,
or upland game birds; (b) using a tracking dog to retrieve a
wounded or dead bear, turkey, or deer; (c) whose dog
remains in the immediate visual presence and control of such
person or organization; or (d) on public lands where hunting
is allowed. Finally the bill subjects any person who violates
the provisions of the bill to a civil penalty of no more than
$50 for a first violation and no less than $100 but no more
than $250 for a second or subsequent violation within three
years.

Alcoholic Beverages and Cannabis

Passed

HB 308/SB 620 Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority; permitting of retail tobacco product retailers;
purchase, possession, and sale of retail tobacco products;
penalties. Transitions and provides a more comprehensive
structure for the current licensing and enforcement
responsibilities related to liquid nicotine and retail tobacco
products from the Department of Taxation to a permitting
system administered by the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage
Control Authority. The bill requires the Board of Directors of
the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to
conduct an unannounced underage buyer operation at least
once every 24 months to verify a permittee, defined in the
bill, is not selling retail tobacco products to persons under 21
years of age. Portions of the bill have a delayed effective date
of October 1, 2026.

HB 642/SB 542 Cannabis control; retail market;
penalties. Establishes a framework for the creation of a retail
marijuana market in the Commonwealth, to be administered
by the Virginia Cannabis Control Authority. The bill
provides that no retail sales may occur prior to January 1,
2027. Effective January 1, 2027, the bill also moves
oversight of the retail sale of certain regulated hemp products
from the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services to the Virginia Cannabis Control Authority.
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HB 975 Alcoholic beverage control; food-to-beverage
ratio; report. Reduces the current 45 percent food-to-
beverage ratio for certain mixed beverage licensees. The bill
requires that a mixed beverage restaurant, caterer's, or
limited caterer's licensee meet or exceed the following: (i)
for such licensees with monthly food sales averaging at least
$48,000, the food-to-beverage ratio shall not apply; (ii) for
such licensees with monthly food sales averaging at least
$25,000 but less than $48,000, the food-to-beverage ratio
shall meet or exceed 30 percent; and (iii) for such licensees
with monthly food sales averaging at least $4,000, but less
than $25,000, the food-to-beverage ratio shall meet or
exceed 45 percent, except that for any licensee with monthly
food sales averaging less than $25,000 with a seating
capacity of less than 30 seats and an occupancy permit for
less than 60 people total, the food-to-beverage ratio shall
meet or exceed 30 percent. The bill also requires that
restaurants have at least as many seats at tables as at
counters.

The bill requires the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority to collect data regarding the compliance of mixed
beverage licensees with the provisions of the bill and the
impact of the change to the food-to-beverage ratio on the
gross amount of food consumed on a licensee's premises.
The bill requires the Authority to report such data to the
Chairs of the House Committee on General Laws and the
Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services by
November 1, 2027.

SB 424 Alcoholic beverage control; government stores;
distiller's licensees as agents of the Board; sale of
alcoholic beverages. Allows certain holders of a distiller's
license appointed as agents of the Board of Directors of the
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to sell
spirits, beer, wine, or cider for on-premises or off-premises
consumption, provided that the spirits, beer, wine, or cider
are manufactured within the same licensed premises or on
contiguous premises of such agent licensed as a distillery,
brewery, or winery. Under current law, such agents of the
Board are permitted to give samples of such alcoholic
beverages.

The bill also increases the amount of spirits such distiller's
licensees may give or sell to any person per day from three
ounces to six ounces and requires such distiller's licensees to
have food reasonably available at all times when spirits are
served. The bill provides that such food may be provided by
food trucks, patrons providing their own food, or the agent

of the Board and specifies that failure of such distiller's
licensees to have food reasonably available may result in the
Board's reconsideration of the agency agreement appointing
such holder of a distiller's license or its officers and
employees as agents of the Board.

The bill requires the Authority to collect data regarding the
compliance of distiller's licensees with the provisions of this
bill and report such data to the Chairs of the House
Committee on General Laws and the Senate Committee on
Rehabilitation and Social Services by November 1, 2026,
and again by November 1, 2027. The bill also requires the
Authority to convene a stakeholders group to review the
manufacturer event licenses and off-site sales privileges
granted to manufacturing licensees and report its findings
and any recommendations for statutory or regulatory
changes to the Chairs of the House Committee on General
Laws and the Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social
Services no later than December 1, 2026. The bill sunsets on
July 1, 2028.

SB 543 Marijuana and hemp products; enforcement.
Amends various provisions of law to increase enforcement
and penalties related to the illegal sale of marijuana or
marijuana products by persons licensed by the Virginia
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, and the
Virginia Cannabis Control Authority (CCA). The bill also
requires the Board of Directors of the CCA to create and
require a decal for retail marijuana store licensees to
prominently display on the premises of such store that allows
consumers to electronically verify the validity of such store's
license from the Board. The bill requires such decal to be
displayed by licensees, with a civil penalty of $10,000 for
each day that such decal is not displayed in the
establishment. The bill also creates a $10,000 civil penalty
for creating or falsifying such decal.

The bill allows the Board to issue a notice of violation and
order to cease unlicensed activity to any person who is
engaged in the cultivation, processing, distribution, or selling
of marijuana or marijuana products in violation of current
law, and if the Board issues such notice and order, the bill
allows the Board to also order the seizure of such marijuana
or marijuana products. Any person who intentionally
removes such notice and order or sticker without
authorization of the Board is subject to a civil penalty
prescribed by the Board, not to exceed $5,000. The bill also
specifies that the Chief Executive Officer of the Board or



investigators appointed by him shall be sworn to enforce the
provisions of the Cannabis Control Act and Board
regulations and have the authority to investigate violations of
the statutes and regulations the CCA is required to enforce.

The bill also revises certain provisions related to the
assessment of civil penalties against manufacturers and
sellers of certain industrial hemp extracts and foods
containing industrial hemp extracts and makes it a prohibited
practice under the Virginia Consumer Protection Act to sell
or offer for sale a substance intended for human
consumption, orally or by inhalation, that (i) contains more
than 0.3 percent total tetrahydrocannabinol or (ii) contains
more than two milligrams of total tetrahydrocannabinol per
package.

Additionally, the bill requires the Secretary of Public Safety
and Homeland Security and the Secretary of Health and
Human Resources to convene a work group to analyze the
current efforts in the Commonwealth to combat the sale of
illicit cannabis products and requires such work group to
submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the
Chairs of the House Committees on Appropriations, on
General Laws, and for Courts of Justice and the Senate
Committees on Finance and Appropriations, on General
Laws and Technology, on Rehabilitation and Social Services,
and for Courts of Justice by October 1, 2026.

Failed

HB 384 Alcoholic beverage control; advertising
materials; purchase and display of barrels. Allows a retail
licensee to elect to receive the physical barrel or lid in
addition to purchasing the bottled contents of a distilled
spirits barrel from a manufacturer through a barrel purchase
agreement supplied to the Alcoholic Beverage Control
Authority. The bill provides that such physical barrel or lid
shall not be considered a gift and may be displayed on the
retail licensee's premises.

HB 980 Alcoholic beverage control; voluntary no-buy
program; court-ordered inclusion on list of excluded
persons. Requires the Board of Directors of the Virginia
Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority to establish and
implement a voluntary no-buy program that allows a person
to agree to refrain from purchasing any alcoholic beverage
for a chosen period of two years, five years, or a lifetime. The
bill provides that the name of a person participating in the
program shall be included on a list of excluded persons and

2026 Session Highlights

that the personal information of the participants shall be
confidential, with dissemination by the Board limited to
persons authorized to sell alcoholic beverages,
enforcement officers acting in the performance of their
official duties, and any other parties the Board deems
necessary for purposes of enforcement.

law-

The bill also provides that a court may order any person be
placed on the list of excluded persons as a condition of
probation or suspension of sentence or upon a conviction of
certain enumerated alcohol-related offenses.

HB 1484 Alcoholic beverage control; designated outdoor
refreshment areas. Allows up to two permitted breweries or
wineries to sell alcoholic beverages for consumption in an
area designated for the designated outdoor refreshment area
during an event held by the designated outdoor refreshment
area licensee. The bill allows designated outdoor refreshment
area licensees that are nonprofit organizations to sell tickets
or charge for wristbands for an event to cover expenses of
the event and also only requires such licensee to provide
adequate security for an event as deemed appropriate by the
local law-enforcement agency.

The bill also provides that a designated outdoor refreshment
area licensee that is a nonprofit organization shall be
permitted to receive in-kind and financial sponsorships and
donations from a manufacturer and may collect participation
fees from breweries, wineries, and retail licensees for events
held under a designated outdoor refreshment area license.

Lastly, the bill allows (i) a designated outdoor refreshment
area licensee that is a nonprofit organization to obtain a
banquet special event license or a mixed beverage special
event license and (ii) a brewery, winery, cidery, or distillery
to obtain a manufacturer's beer or wine event license for an
event to be held within the boundaries of the designated
outdoor refreshment area, including an event hosted by the
designated outdoor area licensee that is a nonprofit
organization, as long as any such event held pursuant to
clause (i) or (ii) is not held at the same time as an event
utilizing the designated outdoor refreshment area license.
The bill provides that any such event held pursuant to clause
(i) or (ii) shall not count toward the 16 events per-year limit
for designated outdoor refreshment area licenses.
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Constitutional Amendments

Passed

HJ 1/SJ 1 Constitutional amendment (second reference);
fundamental right to reproductive freedom. Provides that
every individual has the fundamental right to reproductive
freedom and that such right shall not be, directly or
indirectly, denied, burdened, or infringed upon unless
justified by a compelling state interest, as defined in the
amendment, and achieved by the least restrictive means. The
amendment specifies that, notwithstanding the other
provisions of the amendment, the Commonwealth may
regulate the provision of abortion care in the third trimester,
provided that in no circumstance shall the Commonwealth
prohibit an abortion (i) that in the professional judgment of a
physician is medically indicated to protect the life or
physical or mental health of the pregnant individual or (ii)
when in the professional judgment of a physician the fetus is
not viable. See HB 781/SB 449 for legislation enabling a
referendum at the November 3, 2026, general election.

HJ 2/SJ 2 Constitutional amendment (second reference);
qualifications of voters and the right to vote; persons not
entitled to vote. Provides that every person who meets the
qualifications of voters set forth in the Constitution shall
have the fundamental right to vote in the Commonwealth and
that such right shall not be abridged by law, except for
persons who have been convicted of a felony and persons
who have been adjudicated to lack the capacity to understand
the act of voting. A person who has been convicted of a
felony shall not be entitled to vote during any period of
incarceration for such felony conviction, but upon release
from incarceration for that felony conviction and without
further action required of him such person shall be invested
with all political rights, including the right to vote. Currently,
in order to be qualified to vote a person convicted of a felony
must have his civil rights restored by the Governor or other
appropriate authority. The amendment also provides that a
person adjudicated by a court of competent jurisdiction as
lacking the capacity to understand the act of voting shall not
be entitled to vote during this period of incapacity until his
capacity has been reestablished as prescribed by law.
Currently, the Constitution provides that a person who has
been adjudicated to be mentally incompetent is not qualified
to vote until his competency is reestablished. See HB 963/SB
6 for legislation enabling a referendum at the November 3,
2026, general election.

HJ 3/SJ 3 Constitutional amendment (second reference);
marriage between two adult persons; repeal of same-sex
marriage prohibition; affirmative right to marry. Repeals
the constitutional provision defining marriage as only a
union between one man and one woman as well as the
related provisions that are no longer valid as a result of the
United States Supreme Court decision in Obergefell v.
Hodges, 576 U.S. 644 (2015). The amendment prohibits the
Commonwealth and its political subdivisions from denying
the issuance of a marriage license to two adult persons
seeking a lawful marriage on the basis of the sex, gender, or
race of such persons. The Commonwealth and its political
subdivisions are required to recognize any lawful marriage
between two adult persons and to treat such marriages
equally under the law, regardless of the sex, gender, or race
of such persons. See HB 612/SB 311 for legislation enabling
a referendum at the November 3, 2026, general election.

HJ 4 Constitutional amendment (second reference);
apportionment; congressional districts; limited authority
of the General Assembly to modify. Proposes an
amendment to the Constitution of Virginia related to the
establishment of congressional districts. The amendment
provides explicit authority for the General Assembly to
modify one or more congressional districts, outside of the
standard decennial redistricting cycle, in the event that any
other state conducts a redistricting of the state's
congressional districts outside of the standard decennial
redistricting cycle or for any purpose other than complying
with a state or federal court order to remedy an unlawful or
unconstitutional district map. Additionally, an amendment to
the Schedule of the Constitution of Virginia is proposed to
specify the period of time to which such authorization is
limited. See HB 1384 for legislation enabling a referendum
at a special election on April 21, 2026.

Corrections
Passed

HB 173/SB 276 State correctional facilities; visitation
policies; work group. Sets additional visitation standards
for visitors to state correctional facilities. The bill requires
the Department of Corrections to provide extended or
additional visitation access for long-distance visitors. The
bill provides that each in-person visit shall last a minimum of
two hours unless shortened at the request of either the visitor
or the incarcerated individual, or in response to an active
security event. The bill also provides that visitation



privileges may be suspended only for conduct occurring
during visitation that presents a direct and substantial threat
to the physical safety of participants or the security of the
correctional facility. The bill provides a timeline and process
for appealing any suspension of visitation rights. Finally, the
bill directs the Department to convene a work group to
consider and develop practical policy and legislative
recommendations regarding visitation. The work group is
required to report its findings and specific legislative and
policy recommendations to the General Assembly by
October 1, 2026.

HB 296 State correctional facilities; visitation policies;
report. Requires the Department of Corrections to establish
and publicly post on its website and in the lobby of each state
correctional facility an objective dress code for individuals
visiting a state correctional facility and specifies certain
requirements for and limitations on what such dress code
may include. The bill prohibits any state correctional facility
from enforcing a dress code that is more restrictive than the
dress code posted by the Department.

The bill also prohibits any individual from being denied in-
person visitation unless such individual is in clear violation
of visitation rules or policies. Prior to denying entry to a
visitor, the bill requires the reasoning to be (i) reviewed in
person by the facility administrative duty officer and (ii)
approved by a regional administrator or superior. The bill
requires the Department to submit a report annually on or
before November 1 to the General Assembly and the
Governor with information on visitors denied entry to state
correctional facilities, including the following information
disaggregated by facility and by month: (a) the number of
visitors denied entry and (b) the reasoning for such denials,
including the specific rules or policies such visitors were
alleged to have violated.

The bill requires the Department to convene a work group
consisting of relevant stakeholders to consider goals and
develop practical policy and legislative recommendations
related to facilitating visitation within state correctional
facilities and requires the work group to report its findings
and recommendations to the Governor and the General
Assembly no later than November 1, 2026.

HB 318/SB 60 Virginia Parole Board; powers and duties;
juvenile offenders; parole procedures and considerations.
Increases the members of the Virginia Parole Board (the
Board) from up to five to at least 11 members, five of whom
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shall be appointed by the Governor within 60 days of
inauguration, three of whom shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Delegates within 60 days of a new
House being sworn in during a Senate election year, and
three of whom shall be appointed by the Chair of the Senate
Committee on Rules within 60 days of a new Senate being
sworn in after an election, and all of whom shall be subject to
confirmation by the General Assembly, if in session when
such appointment is made, and if not in session, then at its
next succeeding session. The bill specifies that all members
of the Board shall have significant professional experience
working in criminal law, corrections, reentry and community
services, or victim services and that the Board members
appointed by the Governor shall include (i) an attorney with
significant experience in criminal prosecution; (ii) an
attorney with significant experience in criminal defense; (iii)
a qualified mental health professional with relevant
background in adolescent development, trauma responses,
psychology, and decision-making; and (iv) a representative
of a crime victims organization or a victim of crime. These
provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of July 1,
2028.

The bill also requires the Board to provide a meaningful
opportunity for release to certain juvenile offenders eligible
for parole and specifies various factors the Board shall give
substantial weight to when making a determination on
whether to grant parole to such juvenile offender. The bill
allows a juvenile offender to request for reconsideration or
appeal of a decision by the Board not to grant parole based
on (a) the Board's failure to give substantial weight to such
offender's age and its related mitigating
circumstances as required by the bill or (b) the Board's
overreliance on static factors such as the nature and
circumstances of the offense and failure to ground its
decision in evidence of maturity, rehabilitation, and a lack of
present danger to public safety. The bill requires the Board to
provide individualized reasons for the grant or denial of
parole upon reconsideration or appeal.

juvenile

The bill also requires that if parole is denied for any such
juvenile offender, each Board member shall identify his
reasoning for such decision at the time such member's vote is
cast, including any youth-related factor and evidence of
maturity and rehabilitation that was considered. The bill
requires that the Board provide to such prisoner for whom
parole s
commitment to rehabilitation, and at the next hearing, the
Board is required to consider whether the prisoner has
followed such recommendations. The bill also requires the

denied recommendations to demonstrate
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Board to annually review the cases of such juvenile offenders
eligible for parole.

HB 1030 Discretionary parole eligibility guidelines.
Requires the Virginia Parole Board to complete discretionary
parole criteria guidelines, described in the bill, for each
prisoner eligible for parole.

Failed

SB 209 Conditional release of geriatric prisoners. Expands
the list of offenses that prohibit a person from petitioning the
Parole Board for conditional release as a geriatric prisoner.

Carried Over

HB 35 Restorative housing and isolated confinement;
restrictions Prohibits
confinement, defined in the bill, in state correctional
facilities, subject to certain exceptions. The bill requires that
before placing an incarcerated person in restorative housing
or isolated confinement for his own protection, the facility
administrator shall place an incarcerated person in a less-
restrictive setting, including by transferring such person to
another institution or to a special-purpose housing unit for
incarcerated persons who face similar threats. The bill
requires that if an incarcerated person is placed in restorative
housing or isolated confinement, such placement shall be
reviewed every two business days and the facility
administrator shall ensure that the incarcerated person
receives a medical and mental health evaluation from
certified medical and mental health professionals within one
working day of placement in restorative housing or any form
of isolated confinement. The bill also requires the facility
administrator to notify the regional administrator in writing
that an incarcerated person was placed in restorative housing
or isolated confinement within 24 hours of such placement.
Finally, the bill requires that formal reviews of an
incarcerated person's placement in any form of isolated
confinement shall be held in such person's presence, inform
him of any reasons administrative officials believe isolated
confinement remains necessary, and give the incarcerated
person an opportunity to respond to those reasons. Under the
bill, a formal ruling shall be provided to the incarcerated
individual within 24 hours.

on use. the use of isolated

SB 222 Parole; eligibility; youthful offenders. Expands the
eligibility requirements for juvenile parole to include (i) any
person sentenced to a term of life imprisonment for a single

felony offense or multiple felony offenses committed while
that person was 20 years of age or younger and who has
served at least 20 years of such sentence and (ii) any person
who has active sentences that total more than 20 years for a
single felony offense or multiple felony offenses committed
while that person was 20 years of age or younger and who
has served at least 20 years of such sentence. Under current
law, only a person who was a juvenile when he committed
any such offense is eligible for juvenile parole.

Courts/Civil Law

Passed

HB 449/SB 229 Civil actions filed on behalf of multiple
persons; class actions; violations of Virginia Consumer
Protection Act; award of damages. Provides that one or
more members of a class may, as representative parties on
behalf of all members, bring a civil action or may be
proceeded against in a civil action, provided that (i) the class
is so numerous that joinder of all members is impracticable,
(i1) there are questions of law or fact common to the class,
(ii1) the claims or defenses of the representative parties are
typical of the claims or defenses of the class, and (iv) the
representative parties shall fairly and adequately protect the
interests of the class. The bill further sets out the procedure
to certify a class action, the duties of counsel appointed in a
class action, the various orders a court may issue during the
course of a class action, and the process by which a
settlement, voluntary dismissal, or compromise may occur.
The bill also applies the procedure by which an individual
may be awarded damages in an action for a violation of the
Virginia Consumer Protection Act to a class action. Finally,
the bill permits the Court of Appeals to permit an appeal to
be taken from an order certifying a class in accordance with
the provisions of the bill or any other order that is not a final
order of the circuit court in a class action. The bill has a
delayed effective date of January 1, 2027.

HB 601/SB 301 Exemptions from garnishment; minimum
protected account balance; certain benefit payments;
procedure for financial institutions. Requires certain
financial institutions to automatically from
garnishment (i) a minimum protected account balance,
defined in the bill as the combined total of not more than
$1,000 in a judgment debtor's account or across multiple
accounts in the same financial institution, and (ii) a protected
amount of certain benefit payments, defined in the bill, that
have been deposited into the account via direct deposit or

exempt



electronic deposit within the two months immediately
preceding the day before a financial institution commences
an account review. The bill describes an account review as a
process of examining an account of a judgment conducted by
a financial institution upon such financial institution's receipt
of a garnishment summons to determine if any eligible
benefit payments have been deposited within the applicable
time period and, if so, to calculate the total sum of such
benefit payments and establish the total as a protected
amount that shall be automatically exempt from garnishment.
The bill provides that such procedure to automatically
exempt such funds shall not apply if the debt arises from a
child support or spousal support obligation or if an
exemption is otherwise prohibited by law.

The bill further provides that a judgment debtor is not
required to claim nor request a hearing for such automatic
exemptions. Finally, the bill makes updates to the relevant
provisions governing garnishment proceedings, notices to the
garnishee and judgment debtor, and the form of a
garnishment summons consistent with the provisions of the
bill.

SB 536 Medical malpractice information disclosures;
report. Requires insurers that issue medical malpractice
liability insurance policies covering health care providers in
the Commonwealth to disclose, for the preceding calendar
year, information regarding (i) premiums, (ii) claims activity,
(ii1) claim payments and litigation costs, and (iv) insurer
financial condition. The bill further requires every hospital or
health system licensed in the Commonwealth that maintains
self-insurance, captive insurance, risk  retention
arrangements, or other retained financial risk for medical
malpractice liability to disclose information regarding (a) the
number of physicians and health care providers covered
under the malpractice liability program, (b) claims activity,
(c) malpractice expenditures, and (d) the total malpractice
liability expenditures for the reporting year. The bill further
requires such insurers, hospitals, and health care systems to
provide a list of verdicts during the reporting year in medical
malpractice actions in which the jury verdict exceeded the
medical malpractice limitation on recovery. The bill provides
that such disclosures and information be submitted to the
Chairs of the House and Senate Committees for Courts of
Justice and to the ranking Delegate and Senator of the
minority party serving on such Committees on or before
September 1, 2026, for the 2025 calendar year and on or
before March 31 of each year thereafter for the preceding
calendar year.
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Failed

HB 133 Electronic execution of estate planning
documents; Uniform Electronic Wills Act. Permits
advance medical directives and refusals to make anatomical
gifts to be signed and notarized, as appropriate, by electronic
means. The bill also codifies the Uniform Electronic Wills
Act, which permits a testator to execute a will by electronic
means.

Courts/Criminal Justice
Passed

HB 43 Common-law crime of suicide. Abolishes the
common-law crime of suicide. Suicide is currently a
common-law crime in Virginia, although there is no
statutorily prescribed punishment. The bill has a delayed
effective date of July 1, 2027, and also requires the Bureau of
Insurance of the State Corporation Commission to review the
effect and implication of abolishing the common-law crime
of suicide on insurance throughout the Commonwealth and
submit its findings and any recommendations by November
1, 2026, to the Chairs of the House and Senate Committees
for Courts of Justice.

HB 331 Payment of costs when proceedings deferred.
Provides that for any deferral entered into on or after July 1,
2026, pursuant to relevant law, the court shall not require the
defendant to pay such costs or other fees imposed pursuant to
relevant law as a term or condition of his deferral. The bill
states that upon fulfillment of all other terms and conditions,
the court shall adjudicate the matter consistent with the
agreement of the parties or, if none, by conviction of an
alternative charge or dismissal of the case. The bill specifies
that such costs and other fees shall remain due until paid, and
all methods of payment and collection already available at
law to satisfy or collect any outstanding costs or other fees
shall remain available to such court after the underlying case
against the defendant has been adjudicated or dismissed.

HB 637 Possession of residue of a controlled substance;
penalties; exceptions. Creates the offense of possession of
residue of a controlled substance with a tiered system of
punishment. Currently, possession of any amount of a
controlled substance has a tiered system of punishment if
there is a usable amount of such controlled substance.
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HB 650/SB 351 Prohibiting certain acts in furtherance of
federal immigration enforcement in certain protected
areas; exceptions; penalties. Prohibits certain federal civil
immigration enforcement activities in certain protected areas,
including in any courthouse, within 40 feet of any polling
place or building used as a meeting place for the local
electoral board while the electoral board meets to ascertain
the results of an election, and in any place or facility owned
by the Commonwealth that is a hospital or other health care
facility, a school or public institution of higher education, or
an office of the attorney for the Commonwealth. The bill
prohibits any civil arrest in a courthouse pursuant to a civil
administrative warrant, subject to certain exceptions such as
service or enforcement of an order for failure to pay child
support or for any arrest occurring in connection with a court
proceeding that is taking place or is scheduled to take place.
The bill provides that such provisions shall not apply when
such arrest is authorized by a judicial warrant or judicial
subpoena.

The bill also authorizes a local school board to include in its
written school crisis, emergency management, and medical
emergency response plan a procedure for notifying school
board employees and parents of enrolled students of the
presence of certain individuals on school property for
immigration investigation or enforcement purposes. The bill
requires each public institution of higher education to adopt a
policy that requires an individual present on campus to
investigate compliance with, enforce, or assist in an
investigation or enforcement of any federal immigration law
to present a valid judicial warrant or judicial subpoena before
accessing any nonpublic area of the campus.

SB 18 Children; adjudication of delinquency; penalty.
Specifies that "delinquent child" means a child 11 years of
age or older who has committed a delinquent act. Currently,
there is no minimum age for a child to be adjudicated
delinquent. The bill provides that if a child younger than 11
years of age is found to have committed an act that would be
delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of age or older,
the child shall not be proceeded upon as delinquent and the
court shall (i) dismiss any petition alleging such child has
committed an act that would be delinquent if committed by a
child 11 years of age or older and (ii) order that the court
records pertaining to such petition be expunged pursuant to
relevant law. The bill allows the attorney for the
Commonwealth to file a petition alleging that such child is in
need of services, and if such child is found to be in need of
services, the bill provides that the court may make any orders

of disposition authorized under relevant law. The bill also
provides that any funding that is available to provide services
to a child 11 years of age or older who is proceeded upon as
delinquent shall also be made available to a child younger
than 11 years of age who is found to have committed an act
that would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of
age or older in order to provide such child with the same
services. The bill includes in the definition of "child in need
of services" a child younger than 11 years of age who has
committed an act that would be delinquent if committed by a
child 11 years of age or older.

The bill adds that a child may be taken into immediate
custody when such child is alleged to be in need of services
or supervision and there is a clear and substantial danger to
the safety of the child's family or the safety of the public.
Currently, a child may be taken into immediate custody
when such child is alleged to be in need of services or
supervision and there is a clear and substantial danger to the
child's life or health. Finally, the bill includes in the offense
of causing or encouraging acts rendering children delinquent,
abused, etc., any person 18 years of age or older, including
the parent of any child, who willfully contributes to,
encourages, or causes any act, omission, or condition that (a)
causes a child younger than 11 years of age to commit an act
that would be delinquent if committed by a child 11 years of
age or older or (b) causes any child to participate in or
become a member of a criminal street gang in violation of
existing law. Under the bill, any person who commits such
offense is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

SB 776 Requiring fines, costs, restitution for damages,
support, or community services from probationer;
failure to pay. Provides that a failure of the defendant to pay
any fines or costs imposed on him at the time of being placed
on probation as a condition of his probation shall not, by
itself, be deemed a breach of such probation unless the court
finds, after notice to the defendant and his counsel and a
hearing, that the defendant has willfully refused to pay. The
bill provides that in assessing such failure to pay, the court
shall presume that a defendant who is indigent pursuant to
relevant law, or who has been deemed indigent during the
pendency of a criminal or traffic case, is unable to pay such
fines and costs. The bill requires the court to dismiss any
alleged breach of probation, absent any specific finding to
the contrary. However, the bill also provides that such fines
and costs shall remain due until paid and that all methods of
payment and collection already in place to satisfy or collect



any outstanding fines or costs shall remain available to the
court after such dismissal.

SB 778 Display of obscene material to a minor unlawful;
penalty. Makes it a Class 6 felony for any person 18 years of
age or older to display obscene material to a minor younger
than 13 years of age with lascivious intent. Current law only
prohibits the display of child pornography or a grooming
video or materials to a child younger than 13 years of age by
a person 18 years of age or older.

Failed

HB 927 Human trafficking digital identification and
reporting platforms; duties of Human Trafficking
Response Coordinator; quarterly reports. Creates a
process for the use of digital identification and reporting
platforms, defined in the bill, to report suspected instances of
human trafficking. The bill requires the Human Trafficking
Response Coordinator to certify such platforms and requires
the administering organization, defined in the bill, of such
platform to submit quarterly performance reports to the
Coordinator and the General Assembly on certain data. The
bill expands the use of funds from the existing Virginia
Prevention of Sex Trafficking Fund to be utilized for such
programs. Lastly, the bill states that the provisions of the bill
are subject to the availability of funds appropriated for such
purposes.

Carried Over

HB 863 Elimination of mandatory minimum sentences
for certain offenses. Eliminates the mandatory minimum
term of confinement for certain crimes.

HB 885 Court Date Reminder Program established;
work group; report. Establishes a Court Date Reminder
Program, to be developed or procured by the Executive
Secretary of the Supreme Court of Virginia, for the purpose
of reminding criminal defendants to appear at each of their
scheduled court appearances. The bill directs the Program to
send a text message notification to any defendant with a
criminal case in general district court or circuit court for
whom the court has a telephone number prior to any
scheduled hearing that requires his appearance and allows a
defendant to opt out of participating in the Program. The
provisions of the bill establishing the Program have a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.
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The bill also directs the Executive Secretary to convene a
work group to advise on the implementation and expansion
of the Program and directs the work group to submit a report
of its findings and recommendations to the Supreme Court of
Virginia and the Chairs of the House and Senate Committees
for Courts of Justice by December 1, 2026.

HB 1299 Rules of construction; use of "shall." Provides
that "shall," as used in the Code of Virginia, establishes a
mandatory requirement and is not merely directory, unless
the statute explicitly provides otherwise. The bill responds to
the holding in Henderson v. Commonwealth, 77 Va. App.
250 (2023), in which the Court of Appeals held that when the
General Assembly uses "shall" in a statute commanding
action by a public official or public body such usage is
directory and not mandatory. The foregoing provisions of the
bill do not become effective unless reenacted by the 2027
Session of the General Assembly. The bill requires, effective
in due course, the Virginia Code Commission to review the
bill's provisions and evaluate the bill's effect on the Code of
Virginia and to report its findings and recommendations to
the General Assembly no later than December 1, 2026.

Education
Passed

HB 836/SB 491 Public schools; right to free public
elementary and secondary education; discrimination
based on immigration status prohibited; civil cause of
action. Prohibits any child in the Commonwealth from being
denied a free public education through secondary school on
the basis of the actual or perceived immigration or
citizenship status of the child or the child's parents, in
accordance with the Constitution of Virginia and consistent
with the requirements of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
United States Constitution. The bill also, among other things,
prohibits any school board, public elementary or secondary
school, school resource officer employed by a local law-
enforcement agency in any public elementary or secondary
school, or any individual who is an employee, contractor, or
agent of a school board from engaging in certain enumerated
actions and practices that involve or result in the denial of a
free public education, or denial of the benefits or exclusion
from participation in any program or activity thereof, of a
child on the basis of the actual or perceived immigration or
citizenship status of the child or the child's parents. The bill
establishes a civil cause of action for violations of the
foregoing prohibitions.
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HB 1283/SB 724 High school graduation requirements
and diploma pathways; application. Provides that, in the
event that the Board of Education establishes or modifies any
graduation requirements or diploma pathways, the Board
shall only apply such new or modified graduation
requirements or diploma pathways to students who enter
ninth grade at the beginning of or after the first school year of
implementation of such new or modified graduation
requirements or diploma pathways. The bill is applicable
beginning with students who enter the ninth grade on or after
the beginning of the 2027-2028 school year.

HB 1385/SB 494 Public institutions of higher education;
governing boards; membership and duties; work groups.
Revises the membership and duties of the governing board of
each public institution of higher education by, among other
things, increasing from four years to six years the terms of
each member of the governing board and requiring the
governing board to adopt policies defining and implementing
shared governance among the components of the institution's
organizational structure. The bill also directs the State
Council of Higher Education for Virginia to convene work
groups for the purpose of developing model shared
governance policies, in accordance with the provisions of the
bill, and for the purpose of studying and making
recommendations on (i) institutional structures and processes
relating to legal counsel; (ii) the current selection and use of
outside legal counsel by public institutions of higher
education; (iii) a process by which (a) the governing board of
any public institution of higher education, the Governor, or
the General Assembly or a committee thereof with relevant
oversight responsibility, upon determining that the legal
counsel of a public institution of higher education is not
acting in the best interests of the institution, including due to
a conflict of interest, failure to defend the lawful authority of
the public institution of higher education, or failure to
comply with state law, may request the Attorney General to
review the adequacy of such legal representation and (b)
upon a determination by the Attorney General or the General
Assembly or a committee thereof with relevant oversight
responsibility that such institution is not receiving adequate
legal representation, the governing board of any public
institution of higher education may request additional
representation or approve alternate counsel as necessary to
protect the interests of the institution; and (iv) policies for
requiring any individual member of a governing board of a
public institution of higher education to recuse himself from
or not participate in any vote or decision of the governing
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board on any matter in which he has a personal or pecuniary
interest or any partisan or ideological interest that would
compromise his ability to vote or act objectively and in
accordance with the primary duties set forth in relevant law.

HB 1455/SB 815 School boards; opening of the school
year; certain alternative schedules and schedule
flexibility permitted. Extends from no earlier than 14 days
before Labor Day to no earlier than 14 days before
September 1 of each year the requirement relating to the
earliest date that each school board is permitted to schedule
as the first day on which students are required to attend
school each year.

HJ 32 Study; Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission; artificial intelligence use policies in place at
institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth;
report. Directs the Joint Legislative Audit and Review
Commission (JLARC) to study the artificial intelligence use
policies in place at institutions of higher education in the
Commonwealth and evaluate each policy in terms of how it
addresses academic integrity, data privacy, equity and
access, transparency, and faculty autonomy and instructional
agency. JLARC is further directed to develop a model policy
for Al use in institutions of higher education, as well as to
make recommendations for Al tools, curricula, and other
resources for inclusion in a statewide clearinghouse for
educators, students, and the public at large.

Failed

HB 877 Public high school students; opportunity to earn
transferable meta-major associate degree during high
school to reduce college debt. Requires the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia, in cooperation with the
Virginia Community College System and each associate-
degree-granting public institution of higher education and
each baccalaureate public institution of higher education, to
establish a program by which qualified high school students
earn an associate degree in a meta-major through dual
enrollment, independent dual enrollment, as defined in the
bill, or a combination thereof, that (i) is fully transferable to
any baccalaureate public institution of higher education that
offers a program of study in such meta-major and (ii) to the
extent possible, and as determined by the applicable
baccalaureate public institution of higher education, satisfies
discipline-specific degree requirements in the student's
preferred program of study. Certain provisions of the bill
have a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.



Carried Over

SB 678 Department of Education; special education and
related services; educational rights, protections, and
duties relating to the education of children with
disabilities; requirements. Updates several provisions
relating to the provision of a free appropriate public
education (FAPE), as defined by the bill, including special
education and related services, to children with disabilities in
the Commonwealth to ensure such provisions are current and
consistent with applicable federal law and regulations,
including by (i) updating several relevant definitions to bring
such definitions up to date and (ii) amending several
provisions of current law relating to the duties of the Board
of Education, the Department of Education, and each school
board in ensuring the provision of FAPE, including special
education and related services, to children with disabilities in
accordance with federal law and regulation. The bill also
codifies several provisions of the federal Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and its implementing
regulations, including provisions relating to (a) the
educational rights of children with disabilities and their
parents and the corresponding duties of the Board,
Department, and school boards to protect such rights; (b) the
evaluation, eligibility determination, and reevaluation of
children for special education and related services; (c) the
development, review, and revision of the individualized
education plan of each child with disabilities; and (d) the
procedural safeguards guaranteed to children with disabilities
and their parents with respect to receiving a FAPE.

The bill also codifies certain protections for qualified
students with disabilities, as defined by the bill, from
discrimination on the basis of disability in a public school
setting, in accordance with § 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973 and its implementing regulations. The provisions of the
bill relating to protections for qualified students with
disabilities from discrimination on the basis of disability in a
public school setting shall not become effective unless and
until any provision of § 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
and any of its implementing regulations has been repealed or
declared invalid or nullified by the final judgment of a
federal court applicable to the Commonwealth or by
executive or administrative action, including any action of
the federal or judicial branch that nullifies the effectiveness
of such law and regulations in prohibiting discrimination on
the basis of disability in federally funded programs or
activities.
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Finally, the bill repeals certain provisions and makes several
technical amendments as necessary in order to update and
bring into conformity with applicable federal law and
regulation provisions of current law relating to the provision
of special education and related services to children with
disabilities.

Firearms
Passed

HB 217/SB 749 Purchase, sale, transfer, etc., of assault
firearms and certain ammunition feeding devices
prohibited; penalties. Creates a Class 1 misdemeanor for
any person who imports, sells, manufactures, purchases, or
transfers an assault firearm, as that term is defined in the bill
with some exceptions, and prohibits a person who has been
convicted of such violation from purchasing, possessing, or
transporting a firearm for a period of three years from the
date of conviction. The bill provides that an assault firearm
does not include any firearm that is an antique firearm, has
been rendered permanently inoperable, or is manually
operated by bolt, pump, lever, or slide action. The bill also
prohibits the sale of a large capacity ammunition feeding
device, as that term is defined in the bill. The bill provides
that any person who willfully and intentionally (i) sells an
assault firearm to another person or (ii) purchases an assault
firearm from another person is guilty of a Class 1
misdemeanor and that any person who imports, sells, barters,
transfers, or purchases a large capacity ammunition feeding
device is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

HB 1524 Carrying assault firearms in public areas
prohibited; penalty. Prohibits the carrying of certain semi-
automatic center-fire rifles, pistols, and shotguns or any
firearm modified to be operable as an assault firearm on any
public street, road, alley, sidewalk, or public right-of-way or
in any public park or any other place of whatever nature that
is open to the public, with certain exceptions. Under current
law, the prohibition on carrying certain shotguns and semi-
automatic center-fire rifles and pistols applies to a narrower
range of firearms, only in certain localities, and only when
such firearms are loaded. A violation of this prohibition is a
Class 1 misdemeanor.

HB 1525/ SB 643 Possession or transportation of certain
firearms by certain persons; penalty. Prohibits persons
younger than 18 years of age from possessing or transporting

handguns or assault firearms anywhere in the



2026 Session Highlights

Commonwealth, with certain exceptions. Current law
prohibits persons younger than 18 years of age from
possessing or transporting handguns or assault firearms. The
bill also prohibits persons younger than 21 years of age from
purchasing a handgun or assault firearm anywhere in the
Commonwealth, with certain exceptions.

Failed

HB 1359 Firearm purchase requirements; penalties.
Requires any person selling a firecarm to obtain verification
from the Department of State Police that the prospective
purchaser is not prohibited under state or federal law or a
criminal history record check from possessing a firearm. The
bill requires any person purchasing a firearm from a firearms
dealer to present a valid firearm purchaser license issued by
the Department of State Police that allows the holder to
purchase a firearm. The bill prohibits a firearms dealer from
selling, renting, trading, or transferring from his inventory
any firearm to any person until he has received such permit.
The bill sets forth the procedures to apply for the permit and
prohibits the permitting of any person who (i) is younger than
21 years of age; (ii) is prohibited from purchasing,
possessing, or transporting a firearm; (iii) within the two
years prior to the date of application, has been convicted of
any offense against a person that is an act of violence, force,
or threat or a firecarm-related offense that is punished as a
Class 1 misdemeanor; or (iv) within the two years prior to the
date of application, has not completed a firearms safety or
training course or class offered to the public by a law-
enforcement agency, institution of higher education, or
private or public institution or organization or by a firearms
training school utilizing instructors certified or approved by
the Department of Criminal Justice Services and with a
required curriculum, detailed in the bill. The bill provides
that such firearm purchaser license is valid for five years
from the date of issuance.

General Laws
Passed

HB 15/SB 48 Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant
Act; landlord remedies; noncompliance with rental
agreement; mandatory waiting period. Increases the
mandatory waiting period for a landlord to pursue remedies
for termination of the rental agreement from five days to 14
days. The waiting period begins after a landlord serves
written notice on a tenant notifying the tenant of his
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nonpayment of rent and of the landlord's intention to
terminate the rental agreement if rent is not paid.

HB 61 Department of Small Business and Supplier
Diversity; Small SWaM  Business Procurement
Enhancement Program established. Establishes the Small
SWaM Business Procurement Enhancement Program with a
statewide goal of 42 percent of certified small SWaM
business, as such term is defined in the bill, utilization in all
discretionary spending by executive branch agencies and
covered institutions in procurement orders, prime contracts,
and subcontracts, as well as a target goal of 50 percent
subcontracting to small SWaM businesses in instances where
the prime contractor is not a small SWaM business for all
new capital outlay construction solicitations that are issued.
The bill provides that executive branch agencies and covered
institutions are required to increase their small SWaM
business utilization rates by three percent per year until
reaching the 42-percent target or, if unable to do so, to
implement achievable goals to increase their utilization rates.
In addition, the bill provides for a small SWaM business set-
aside for executive branch agency and covered institution
purchases of goods, services, and construction, requiring that
purchases between $10,000 and $200,000 be set aside for
award to certified small SWaM businesses, and a
microbusiness set-aside for such purchases, requiring that
such purchases up to $10,000 be set aside for award to
microbusinesses.

The bill creates the Division of Procurement Enhancement
within the Department of Small Business and Supplier
Diversity for purposes of collaborating with the Department
of General Services, the Virginia Information Technologies
Agency, the Department of Transportation, the State Council
of Higher Education for Virginia, and covered institutions to
further the Commonwealth's efforts to meet the goals
established under the Small SWaM Business Procurement
Enhancement Program, as well as implementing initiatives to
enhance the development of small businesses,
microbusinesses, women-owned businesses, minority-owned
businesses, and service disabled veteran-owned businesses in
the Commonwealth.

Finally, the bill requires the Director of the Department of
Small Business and Supplier Diversity to conduct, or
contract with an independent entity to conduct, a disparity
study every five years, with the next disparity study due no
later than January 1, 2031. The bill specifies that such study
shall evaluate the need for enhancement and remedial



measures to address the disparity between the availability
and the utilization of women-owned and minority-owned
businesses.

HB 95 Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act;
landlord remedies; noncompliance with rental
agreement; payment plan. Requires a landlord who owns
more than four rental dwelling units or more than a 10
percent interest in more than four rental dwelling units,
before terminating a rental agreement due to nonpayment of
rent if the exact amount of rent owed is less than or equal to
one month's rent plus any late charges contracted for in the
rental agreement and as provided by law, to serve upon such
tenant a written notice informing the tenant of the exact
amount due and owed and offer the tenant a payment plan
under which the tenant must pay the exact amount due and
owed in equal monthly installments over a period of the
lesser of six months or the time remaining under the rental
agreement. The bill prohibits the landlord from charging any
additional late fees during the payment plan period in
connection with the unpaid rental amount for which the
tenant entered into the payment plan so long as the tenant
makes timely payments in accordance with the terms of the
payment plan. The bill also outlines the remedies a landlord
has if a tenant fails to pay the exact amount due and owed or
enter into a payment plan within five days of receiving notice
or if a tenant enters into a payment plan and after such plan
becomes effective fails to pay rent when due or fails to make
a payment under the terms of the agreed-upon payment plan.
The bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027.

HB 145/SB 129 Fantasy contests; regulation and taxation.
Imposes (i) a 10 percent tax on a fantasy contest operator's
fantasy contest revenue, with 2.5 percent of the tax revenue
being allocated to the Problem Gambling Treatment and
Support Fund and the remaining 97.5 percent being allocated
to the general fund, and (ii) a 2.6 percent fee on a fantasy
contests operator's fantasy contest revenue to be utilized by
the Virginia Lottery to cover the costs of administration and
regulation of fantasy contests in the Commonwealth. The bill
also limits the definition of "fantasy contest" and requires
fantasy contest operators to apply to the Virginia Lottery for
a permit before offering any fantasy contest in the
Commonwealth.

HB 218 Casino gaming; consideration of service permit
application. Provides that the Virginia Lottery (the
Department) may only consider the criminal record
information of an applicant for a service permit for the eight
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years immediately preceding the date of the application. The
bill also directs the Department to issue or deny any service
permit within 30 business days of receipt; requires service
permits to be renewed by the Virginia Lottery Board every
10 years; requires service permit application forms to include
additional space for an applicant to include a written
narrative detailing important facts regarding his application;
and makes the service permit application fee refundable.

HB 286/SB 337 Virginia National Guard; reports to the
General Assembly; state militias; work group; report.
Requires the Adjutant General to submit an annual report to
the General Assembly detailing federal and state
deployments of the Virginia National Guard and other
matters relating to retention, readiness, funding, and
resources. The bill prohibits the Governor from calling forth
the Virginia National Guard for the purpose of intimidating,
threatening, or attempting to intimidate,
threaten, or coerce, a person in giving his vote or ballot or to
deter or prevent such person from voting. The bill
additionally prohibits armed militia from another state,
territory, or district from entering the Commonwealth for the
purpose of active military duty over the objection of the
Governor without meeting certain conditions. The bill allows
certain members of the General Assembly to request that the
Attorney General assess the legality of the deployment of the
(1) National Guard of another state within the
Commonwealth or (ii) Virginia National Guard. Finally,
directs the Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs to
convene a work group to assess the most appropriate manner
and process by which the Governor and members of the
General Assembly should respond to deployments of the
Virginia National Guard.

or coercing,

HB 360 Virginia Consumer Protection Act; prohibited
practices; kratom products. Prohibits selling or offering for
sale (i) any kratom product to a person younger than 21 years
of age; (ii) any kratom product that does not include a label
listing all ingredients and the required disclosure; (iii) any
kratom product not stored in an area that is not directly
accessible to consumers, including behind a retail counter or
in a locked display case, except for kratom products required
to be refrigerated which may be stored, in accordance with
relevant Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority
regulations, in the same beverage cooler or refrigerator as
wine and beer; (iv) any kratom product containing any
synthesized material, semi-synthetic alkaloid, or synthetic
kratom-like compound; (v) any kratom product containing 7-
hydroxymitragynine in an alkaloid fraction exceeding one
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percent of total alkaloids in the container or providing more
than one milligram of 7-hydroxymitragynine per serving; (vi)
any kratom product adulterated with any dangerous,
poisonous, or otherwise deleterious non-kratom ingredient,
including any substance listed as a controlled substance under
state or federal law; (vii) any kratom product that is
combustible or intended for vaporization or injection; (Vviii)
any kratom product that is manufactured, packaged, or
marketed in a manner attractive to children; or (ix) any
kratom extract product containing residual solvent levels
exceeding applicable statutory or pharmacopeial limits.

HB 396 Charitable gaming; Texas Hold'em poker
tournaments. Increases from 18 years of age to 21 years of
age the minimum age an individual must be to participate in
Texas Hold'em poker tournaments. The bill provides that no
qualified organization may conduct Texas Hold'em poker
tournaments (i) at a location outside of the county, city, or
town in which its principal office, as registered with the State
Corporation Commission, is located or in an adjoining
county, city, or town or (ii) at an establishment that has been
granted a retail alcoholic beverage control license unless such
license is held by the qualified organization. The bill also
allows unlimited rebuys during the first two hours of
tournament play or until the first break, whichever occurs
first, and permits one add-on at the end of the rebuy period
before play resumes at the end of the first break.

HB 515 Sports betting; prohibition on use of credit cards.
Prohibits the Director of the Virginia Lottery from approving
the use of credit cards as a method for sports bettors to fund
sports betting accounts. The bill also requires a permit holder
to take reasonable measures to prohibit the acceptance of
credit cards to fund sports betting accounts on its sports
betting platform.

SB 258 Virginia Human Rights Act; menopause or
perimenopause; discrimination prohibited; report.
Prohibits discrimination under the Virginia Human Rights
Act on the basis of menopause or perimenopause for purposes
of nondiscrimination in government programs, public
accommodation, employment hiring, and reasonable
employer accommodation. The bill also directs the
Commissioner of Labor and Industry, in consultation with the
Commissioner of Health, to conduct a study on menopause in
the workforce, menopause accommodations in employment
environments, and the scope of existing menopause-related
policies and to develop best practices related to menopause
accommodations in employment environments. The bill
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directs the Commissioners to submit such report to the
Governor and General Assembly by July 1, 2028, and to post
such report on the Department of Labor and Industry's
website.

Failed

HB 161/SB 118 Virginia Lottery; casinos; internet
gaming authorized; penalties. Authorizes internet gaming
in the Commonwealth to be regulated by the Virginia Lottery
Board. The bill requires a casino gaming operator that
intends to conduct internet gaming to submit a separate
notice of intent to the Director of the Virginia Lottery for
each internet gaming platform that it intends to offer
accompanied by a $2 million platform fee that is to be
deposited into the Internet Gaming Platform Fee Holding
Fund for the purpose of funding start-up costs and other costs
associated with the implementation and creation of a gaming
commission. The bill permits the Board to issue an internet
gaming operator license to a casino gaming operator that
submits an application on forms approved by the Board,
meets certain qualifications, and pays an initial licensing fee
of $500,000. The tax rate is set at 20 percent of an internet
gaming operator's adjusted gross internet gaming revenue
with five percent allocated to the Problem Gambling
Treatment and Support Fund, six percent allocated to the
Internet Lottery Hold Harmless Fund until January 1, 2037
and the remaining 89 percent before January 1, 2037, and 95
percent after January 1, 2037, allocated to the general fund.

SB 547 Single-Family Homebuyer Protection Act
established; civil penalty. Establishes the Single-Family
Homebuyer Protection Act for the purpose of prohibiting a
covered entity from acquiring an interest in more than five
single-family homes within the same county, city, or town in
the Commonwealth on or after July 1, 2026. The bill
provides that no seller of a single-family home shall enter
into an agreement with a covered entity for acquisition of
such home before publicly marketing such home to natural
persons residing in the Commonwealth and first-time
homebuyers for at least 10 calendar days. The bill allows the
Department of Housing and Community Development to
publish aggregated information using existing data, including
(i) the number and percentage of single-family homes owned
by covered entities, broken down by locality, zip code, and
census tract, and (ii) identified trends in the concentration of
covered entity interests in single-family homes. The bill
allows the Attorney General to seek an injunction and a civil
penalty to restrain any violation of its provisions.



SB 566 Virginia Workforce Housing Assistance Program;
report. Establishes the Virginia Workforce Housing
Assistance Program to provide grants to eligible employers,
defined in the bill, that set up housing down payment
assistance programs for employees in amounts equal to the
lesser of 15 percent of housing down payment assistance
expenses incurred by an eligible employer during the fiscal
year or $25,000. The bill specifies that an eligible employer
may only receive grants in the aggregate of up to $150,000
across all fiscal years or $250,000 for housing down payment
assistance expenses incurred for employees in certain fiscally
stressed localities. The bill requires weighting grants
according to the household income of participating
employees, as measured against the area median income
(AMI) for the locality in which the dwelling is located. Any
participating employee shall have an annual household
income at or below 120 percent of the AMI for the locality in
which the employee's dwelling is located and have never
owned or purchased under contract for deed, either
individually or jointly, a single-family residence in the
Commonwealth or outside of the Commonwealth. The bill
has an expiration date of July 1, 2028.

SB 585 Virginia Fair Housing Law; Virginia Residential
Property Disclosure Act; Virginia Residential Landlord
and Tenant Act; personalized algorithmic pricing
disclosures; prohibitions; civil penalties; civil actions.
Prohibits, for purposes of the Virginia Fair Housing Law and
the Virginia Residential Landlord and Tenant Act (VRLTA),
certain discriminatory uses of protected class data, defined in
the bill, in the sale or rental of a dwelling. The bill requires,
when applicable, disclosure of the use of personalized
algorithmic pricing, defined in the bill, for purposes of the
Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act and the
VRLTA.

Under the VRLTA, the bill prohibits a landlord from
facilitating an agreement between or among two or more
landlords to not compete with respect to any dwelling unit,
including by operating or licensing software, a data analytics
service, an algorithmic device that performs
coordinating function, defined in the bill, on behalf of or
between and among such landlords. The bill also prohibits a
landlord and a multiple listing service, defined in the bill,
from setting or adjusting rent prices, rental agreement terms,
occupancy levels, or other rental agreement terms and
conditions in one or more of his dwelling units based on

or a
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recommendations from software, a data analytics service, or
an algorithmic device performing a coordinating function.

The bill allows the Attorney General to seek an injunction
and civil penalties to restrain certain violations of the bill and
allows any injured individual to bring a civil action to
recover the greater of actual or statutory damages and
reasonable attorney fees.

SB 636 Department of General Services; removal of
Confederate monuments and memorials. Directs the
Department of General Services to remove all Confederate
monuments and memorials from Capitol Square. The bill
directs the Department to store such monuments and
memorials until such time as the General Assembly
determines their final disposition. The bill also requires the
Department, in coordination with the Department of Historic
Resources, to review the most appropriate options for the
final disposition of all monuments, memorials, and artifacts
in its possession and report its findings to the Joint
Committee on Rules by October 15, 2026.

Carried Over

HB 271 Virginia Gaming Commission established;
penalties. Establishes the Virginia Gaming Commission as
an independent agency of the Commonwealth, exclusive of
the legislative, executive, judicial of
government, to oversee and regulate all forms of legal
gambling in the Commonwealth except for the state lottery.
The bill sets eligibility requirements for the appointment of a
Commissioner and Virginia Gaming Commission Board
members, provides powers and duties of such Commissioner
and Board members, and provides for the transfer of current
employees of relevant state agencies to the Commission. The
bill contains numerous technical amendments.

or branches

Health
Passed

HB 6/SB 596 Contraception; right to contraception;
applicability; enforcement. Establishes a right to obtain
contraceptives and engage in contraception, as such terms are
defined in the bill. The bill clarifies that none of its
provisions shall be construed to permit or sanction the
performance of any sterilization procedure without a patient's
voluntary and informed consent. The bill creates a cause of
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action that may be instituted against anyone who infringes on
such right.

HB 656/SB 524 Mental health and substance abuse
disorders; network adequacy standards; comparative
analyses; report; emergency regulations. Directs the
Department of Health to issue regulations that include
quantitative network adequacy standards for timely access to
care, travel time, and geographical distance that are at least as
stringent as those imposed for qualified health plans and
qualified dental plans. The bill amends the definitions of
"mental health services" and "substance abuse services" for
the purposes of health insurance coverage.

The bill requires health carriers to submit all comparative
analyses prepared pursuant to federal law to the Bureau of
Insurance on the date and frequency as specified by the
Bureau and includes additional information to include in
such submission. Under the bill, the Bureau may impose a
penalty not to exceed $100,000 for a noncompliant or
insufficient comparative analysis or require a carrier to
or remedy noncompliant treatment
limitations. The bill also amends the contents of the annual
report submitted by the Bureau to the General Assembly to
cover enforcement efforts with respect to the federal Mental
Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008.

remove, revise,

The bill authorizes the Bureau to promulgate regulations as
necessary to implement the provisions of the bill and directs
the Department of Health to adopt emergency regulations to
implement the provisions of the bill. The bill directs the
Department of Human Resource Management to evaluate the
impact of the proposed changes to the provisions of the bill
related to health insurance. The provisions of the bill related
to health insurance have a delayed effective date of July 1,
2027.

HB 681 Retired law-enforcement officers; emergency and
temporary detention admissions. Clarifies that the term
"law-enforcement officer" as used in relevant law relating to
emergency and involuntary civil admissions includes retired
law-enforcement officers, defined in the bill, for the purposes
of laws related to emergency custody and involuntary
temporary detention.

HB 976 Transportation of person in the temporary
detention process. Provides that alternative
transportation provider shall be deemed to be able to provide
transportation of a person in the temporary detention process

an
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in a safe manner if the alternative transportation provider is
(1) an employee of, or the person providing services pursuant
to a contract with, the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services or (ii) an employee of a private or
state hospital within the confines of the Commonwealth. The
bill also provides further requirements for an alternative
transportation provider to be deemed available to provide
transportation for a minor in the temporary detention process
in a safe manner. The bill also permits law-enforcement
agencies or alternative transportation providers to transfer
custody of a minor to a facility or location where the minor is
awaiting transport if such facility or location (a) agrees to
accept custody of the minor and (b) is capable of providing
the level of security necessary to protect the minor and others
from harm. Finally, the bill provides restrictions on the use of
restraint related to the transportation of a minor for the
purposes outlined in the bill.

HB 1391/SB 813 Sickle Cell Coordinated Access Network
established. Directs the State Health Commissioner, in
coordination with the Virginia Commonwealth University
Health Systems Authority, to establish and maintain the
Sickle Cell Coordinated Access Network to provide health
care providers in the
consultation and support from sickle cell specialists. The bill
has a partial delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

Commonwealth with real-time

The bill directs the State Health Commissioner, in
conjunction with the Secretary of Health and Human
Resources or his designee, the Virginia Commonwealth
University Health System, relevant
stakeholders, to develop recommendations on establishing
and maintaining the Sickle Cell Coordinated Access
Network.  The  Commissioner  shall  report his
recommendations to the Chairs of the House Committees on
Appropriations and Health and Human Services and the
Senate Committees on Finance and Appropriations and

Education and Health by December 1, 2026.

and any other

SB 22 Board of Medicine and Board of Nursing;
continuing education; bias reduction training. Directs the
Board of Medicine and Board of Nursing to require certain
licensees to complete continuing learning activities on
implicit and explicit bias reduction in health care as part of
their continuing education and continuing competency
requirements for licensure and authorizes the Board of
Nursing to require certain continuing learning activities or
courses in a specific subject area. Under current law, the
Board of Medicine has such authority.



SB 75 Emergency and temporary detention
transportation. Clarifies that the term "law-enforcement
officer" as used in relevant law relating to emergency and
involuntary civil transportation
enforcement officers, defined in the bill, for the purposes of
related to emergency custody and involuntary
temporary detention. The bill also permits an alternative
transportation provider to provide transportation of a person
in the temporary detention process in a safe manner if the
alternative transportation provider is (i) an employee of, or
the person providing services pursuant to a contract with, the
Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Services or (ii) an employee of a private or state hospital
within the confines of the Commonwealth.

includes retired law-

laws

The bill provides that, for purposes of transporting a minor
during the temporary detention process, an alternative
transportation provider is deemed available if it states it is
available to take custody from law enforcement within six
hours of issuance of the temporary detention order or an
order changing the transportation provider. The bill also
provides the alternative transportation provider shall
maintain custody from the time custody is transferred by the
primary law-enforcement agency until custody is transferred
to the temporary detention facility, including while awaiting
transport and during transport.

The bill also specifies when a law-enforcement agency or
alternative transportation provider providing transportation
of a minor in the temporary detention process may transfer
custody of such minor to a facility or location where the
minor is awaiting transport. When a bed becomes available at
the temporary detention facility, the bill provides that that
facility or location shall notify the law-enforcement agency
or alternative transportation provider specified on the order,
which shall then return to transport the minor to the facility
of temporary detention.

SB 418 Therapeutic interchange and adaptation.
Authorizes pharmacists to perform therapeutic interchanges
by substituting a drug with another drug in the same
therapeutic class when such substitution lowers the cost or is
cost-neutral to the patient or the prescribed drug is in a drug
shortage and the substitution conforms to Board of Pharmacy
regulations. The bill directs the Board of Pharmacy to
determine which therapeutic classes of drugs shall be eligible
for therapeutic interchange and which classes shall be
prohibited. The bill also authorizes pharmacists to adapt
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prescriptions by changing the dosage form or quantity of a
medication or by completing missing information on a
prescription when there is evidence to support such change.

SB 429 Department of Health; State Health
Commissioner; nursing homes; periodic medical visits
and resident assessments; oversight and accountability.
Requires all nursing homes to notify the resident of a nursing
home, the resident's family, and the Department of Health if a
federally required physician visit does not take place. The
bill also requires each nursing home to conduct a
comprehensive assessment on an annual basis to determine
each resident's needs and describe each resident's capability
to perform daily life functions. Such assessments must be
reviewed at least once every 92 days, and more frequently in
the event of a significant change in the resident's physical or
mental condition.

The bill directs the Department of Health and State Health
Commissioner to take steps to improve care quality, protect
residents, and strengthen oversight and accountability of
nursing homes in the Commonwealth. The bill directs the
Department to enhance recruitment efforts and expand
workforce capacity in the Office of Licensure and
Certification, accelerate training and onboarding initiatives,
and explore measures to reduce administrative burdens. The
bill requires the Commissioner to submit an annual report
with recommendations for continuing improvement of
nursing home quality and oversight.

Failed

SB 359 Health care; decision-making; end of life;
penalties. Allows an adult diagnosed with a terminal disease
to request and an attending health care provider to prescribe
self-administered aid in dying medication for the purpose of
ending the patient's life. The bill requires that a patient's
request for self-administered aid in dying medication to end
his life be given orally on two occasions and in writing,
signed by the patient and one witness, and that the patient be
given an express opportunity to rescind his request at any
time. The bill makes it a Class 2 felony (i) to willfully and
deliberately alter, forge, conceal, or destroy a patient's
request, or rescission of request, for self-administered aid in
dying medication to end his life with the intent and effect of
causing the patient's death; (ii) to coerce, intimidate, or exert
undue influence on a patient to request self-administered aid
in dying medication for the purpose of ending his life or to
destroy the patient's rescission of such request with the intent
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and effect of causing the patient's death; or (iii) to coerce,
intimidate, or exert undue influence on a patient to forgo
self-administered aid in dying medication for the purpose of
ending the patient's life. The bill also grants immunity from
civil or criminal liability and professional disciplinary action
to any person who complies with the provisions of the bill
and allows health care providers to refuse to participate in
the provision of self-administered aid in dying medication to
a patient for the purpose of ending the patient's life.

Carried Over

HB 855 Department of Medical Assistance Services;
Medicaid estate recoveries. Directs the Department of
Medical Assistance Services (the Department) to limit the
operation of its estate recovery program to the recovery of
only federally required costs. The bill directs the Department
to make information on estate recovery available on its
website in multiple languages. The bill directs the
Department to adopt emergency regulations to implement
the provisions of the bill.

Labor and Commerce
Passed

HB 1/SB 1 Minimum wage. Increases the minimum wage
incrementally to $15.00 per hour by January 1, 2028. The bill
codifies the adjusted state hourly minimum wage of $12.77
per hour that is effective January 1, 2026, and increases the
minimum wage to $13.75 per hour effective January 1, 2027,
and to $15.00 per hour effective January 1, 2028. Effective
January 1, 2029, and annually thereafter, the bill requires the
minimum wage to be adjusted to reflect increases in the
consumer price index.

HB 5/SB 199 Employment; paid sick leave;
penalties; civil actions. Requires one hour of paid sick leave
for every 30 hours worked for all employees of private
employers and state and local governments, with certain
exceptions. The bill requires that employees who are
employed and compensated on a fee-for-service basis accrue
paid sick leave in accordance with regulations adopted by the
Commissioner of Labor and Industry. The bill provides that
employees transferred to a separate division or location
remain entitled to previously accrued paid sick leave and that
employees retain their accrued paid sick leave under any
successor employer. The bill allows employers to provide a
more generous paid sick leave policy than prescribed by its

civil
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provisions and specifies that employees, in addition to using
paid sick leave for their physical or mental illness or to care
for a family member, may use paid sick leave to seek or
obtain certain services or to relocate or secure an existing
home due to domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking. The
bill requires the Commissioner to promulgate regulations for
the implementation and enforcement of the bill's provisions
by July 1, 2027.

The bill authorizes the Commissioner, in the case of a
knowing violation, to subject an employer to a civil penalty
not to exceed $150 for the first violation, $300 for the second
violation, and $500 for each successive violation. The
Commissioner or Attorney General may commence
administrative proceedings or bring a civil action to enforce
the bill's provisions. Additionally, the bill authorizes an
aggrieved employee to bring a civil action against the
employer in which he may recover double the amount of any
unpaid sick leave and the amount of any actual damages
suffered as the result of the employer's violation. Certain
provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of July 1,
2027.

HB 1207/SB 2 Paid family and medical leave insurance
program; notice requirements; civil action. Requires the
Virginia Employment establish
administer a paid family and medical leave insurance
program with benefits beginning April 1, 2028. Under the
program, benefits are paid to covered individuals, as defined
in the bill, for family and medical leave. Funding for the
program is provided through premiums assessed to
employers and employees beginning April 1, 2028. The bill
provides that the amount of a benefit is 80 percent of the
employee's average weekly net earnings, not to exceed 100
percent of the statewide average weekly net earnings, which
amount is required to be adjusted annually to reflect changes
in the statewide average weekly wage. The bill caps the
duration of paid leave at 12 weeks in any application year
and provides self-employed individuals the option of
participating in the program.

Commission to and

HB 1263/SB 378 Collective bargaining by public
employees; individual home care providers; Virginia
Home Care Council established; Public Employee
Relations Board established; exclusive bargaining
representatives. Repeals the existing prohibition on
collective bargaining by public employees. The bill creates
the Public Employee Relations Board, which shall determine
appropriate bargaining units and provide for certification and



decertification  elections for exclusive  bargaining
representatives of state employees and local government
employees. The bill requires public employers and employee
organizations that are exclusive bargaining representatives to
meet at reasonable times to negotiate in good faith with
respect to wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of
employment. The bill establishes the Virginia Home Care
Council within the Department of Medical Assistance
Services to promote the stability of the individual provider
workforce in the Commonwealth and tasks the Council with
serving as the public employer of individual providers, as
defined in the bill, for purposes of collective bargaining
pursuant to the bill's provisions. The bill repeals a provision
that declares that in any procedure providing for the
designation, selection, or authorization of a labor
organization to represent employees the right of an individual
employee to vote by secret ballot is a fundamental right that
shall be guaranteed from infringement. The bill directs the
Department of Labor and Industry to promulgate any
regulations necessary to effectuate the bill's provisions by
July 1, 2028, and provides that upon the establishment of the
Public Employee Relations Board, such regulations shall be
transferred to the Board. The bill provides that until such
regulations are adopted, no petitions or elections shall take
place pursuant to the bill's provisions except pursuant to an
ordinance or resolution adopted under current law.

Carried Over

SB 782 Corporations; limited liability decentralized
autonomous organizations (LLDs). Creates the Limited
Liability Decentralized Autonomous Organization (LLD)
Act, which establishes requirements for an LLD, defined as a
distinct legal entity that operates through decentralized
governance using blockchain technology and smart contracts
that execute decentralized decision-making mechanisms. The
bill permits the formation of an LLD by filing articles of
formation with the State Corporation Commission (the
Commission), and, if certain requirements are met, the
Commission may issue a certificate of formation. The bill
includes requirements for amending an LLD's articles of
formation and also includes requirements for LLD bylaws,
operating agreements, underlying smart contracts, and
participant interests and management of the LLD. Under the
bill, an LLD and its participants have limited liability for
debts, obligations, and liabilities of the LLD. The bill also
includes provisions related to recordkeeping, transferring
interests, withdrawal of participants, and dissolution of the
LLD. The bill directs the Commission to adopt emergency
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regulations to implement certain provisions of the bill.
Except for the emergency rulemaking, the provisions of the
bill have a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027.

Local Government

Passed

HB 153/SB 94 Siting of data centers; site assessment; high
energy use facility. Provides that, prior to any approval of a
rezoning application, special exception application, or special
use permit for the siting of a new high energy use facility
(HEUF), as defined in the bill, a locality shall require that an
applicant perform and submit a site assessment to examine
the sound profile of the HEUF on residential units and
schools located within 500 feet of the HEUF property
boundary. The bill also allows a locality to require that a site
assessment examine the effect of the proposed facility on (i)
ground and (i) agricultural
resources, (iii) parks, (iv) registered historic sites, and (v)
forestland on the HEUF site or immediately contiguous land.
The provisions of the bill do not apply to a site with an
existing legislative or administrative approval where an
applicant is seeking an expansion or modification of an
already existing or approved facility and such expansion does
not exceed an additional 100 megawatts or more of electrical
power. Finally, the bill provides that its provisions shall not
be construed to prohibit, limit, or otherwise supersede
existing local zoning authority.

surface water resources,

HB 867/SB 74 Affordable housing; local zoning ordinance
authority. Authorizes any locality in the Commonwealth to
provide for an affordable housing dwelling unit program by
amending the zoning ordinance of such locality. Current law
restricts such authorization to counties with an urban county
executive form of government or county manager plan of
government and certain other localities. In addition to
optional increases in density, the bill provides that such
program may include certain additional implementation
measures including lot size reductions and accessory housing
unit allowances. The bill has a delayed effective date of July
1,2027.

HB 1279/SB 388 Affordable housing; religious
organizations and other nonprofit tax-exempt properties.
Allows for the administrative approval of development and
construction of housing on land owned by property tax-
exempt religious organizations or certain property tax-
exempt nonprofit organizations and provides that zoning
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ordinances shall allow the by-right development and
construction of housing on real property owned by such
organizations, subject to various conditions and limitations.
The bill provides that the review of such developments be
completed pursuant to general law and states that localities
shall not require a special exception, special use permit,
conditional use permit, rezoning, or any discretionary review
or approval process. The bill requires that at least 60 percent
of the housing development's total units be for affordable
housing and that the housing development remain affordable
for at least 30 years. The bill also provides that all such
housing is subject to local real property taxation following
completion, unless explicitly exempted by the locality. The
bill has a delayed effective date of January 1, 2027, and
expires on January 1, 2031.

SB 531 Zoning; development and use of accessory
dwelling units. Requires a locality to include in its zoning
ordinances for single-family residential zoning districts
accessory dwelling units, or ADUs, as defined in the bill, as a
permitted accessory use. The bill requires a person to seek a
permit for an ADU from the locality, requires the locality to
issue such permit if the person meets certain requirements
enumerated in the bill, and restricts the fee for such permit to
$500 or less. The bill prohibits the locality from requiring (i)
setbacks for the ADU that are greater than the setback
required for the primary dwelling or the setback required for
accessory structures on the residential lot, whichever is less;
(i1) conditions for ADUs that are more restrictive than those
for single-family dwellings within the same zoning area with
regard to height, rear, or side setbacks, lot size or coverage,
or building frontage; or (iii) consanguinity or affinity
between the occupants of the ADU and the primary dwelling.
The bill has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

Failed

HB 804/SB 488 Statewide housing targets for localities.
Requires localities to increase their total housing stock by at
least 7.5 percent over the five-year period beginning January
1, 2028. The bill provides that in order to meet such 7.5
percent growth target, a locality shall develop a housing
growth plan that best meets the needs of the locality while
meeting the growth target rates. The bill provides that such
plan may include any strategy deemed appropriate by the
locality; however, for purposes of demonstrating a good faith
effort to meet growth targets, a locality shall include
modeling that demonstrates that the plan will result in the
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permitting of the required number of units and either (i) a
zoning ordinance that includes provisions allowing for the
by-right development and construction of multifamily
residential uses on at least 75 percent of all land contained in
commercial or business zoning district classifications,
including any land contained in commercial or business
zoning district classifications that allow for the by-right
development and construction of single-family residential
uses or (ii) at least three of the housing growth strategies
enumerated in the bill. The bill further provides that after
January 1, 2033, an applicant that seeks local government
approval for a residential development site plan or rezoning
that will have the effect of increasing the supply of housing
in a locality and has that application rejected may, in addition
to other remedies, appeal such decision to the board of
zoning appeals.

HB 816 Zoning; by-right multifamily development.
Requires a locality to include provisions in its zoning
ordinance allowing for the by-right development and
construction of multifamily residential uses and mixed-use
developments that include both residential and commercial
uses on at least 75 percent of all land contained in
commercial or business zoning district classifications,
including any land contained in commercial or business
zoning district classifications that allow for the by-right
development and construction of single-family residential
uses. The bill provides that such provisions shall not (i) apply
in underdeveloped areas that are covered by a tree canopy of
at least 60 percent; (ii) impose more stringent land use
requirements for such development than would otherwise be
required; (iii) require that a special exception, special use, or
conditional use permit be obtained for such development;
(iv) require a lower height than the greater of the height of
the tallest existing building within 500 feet or the height that
would otherwise be allowed; (v) require more than one
parking space per unit; (vi) require larger setbacks than the
existing building in the locality with the smallest setbacks; or
(vii) require more costly amenities or design features than
would otherwise be required for multifamily or mixed-use
buildings.

The bill also (a) stipulates that the review and approval of
such development shall be done administratively by the
locality's staff; (b) requires that the zoning ordinance
provisions must exempt any proposed development that
converts an existing building to a multifamily residential use
from any setback, height, or frontage requirements; (c)
requires the zoning ordinance provisions to require any



proposed development to dedicate some or all of its ground
floor space to commercial uses; and (d) provides that any
proposed residential development that dedicates a minimum
of 10 percent of the total number of housing units to
affordable housing may be offered application incentives by
the locality. The bill also prohibits localities from approving
any commercial or business use on a property adjacent to the
approved multifamily residential development that is
different from the use that had been established at the time
the multifamily residential development was approved.

Social Services

Passed

HB 301 Adult adoptees; access to vital records. Requires
the State Registrar to provide adult adoptees access to their
birth certificate upon request, provided that the requester
submits an application, proof of identification, and payment
and that the original birth certificate is not the certificate of
birth in use, subject to amendment, or used by an individual
for legal purposes. The bill directs the State Registrar to
make a contact preference form available to birth parents that
allows them to indicate their preference for contact by the
adopted person, to be stored with the adopted person's birth
certificate and provided upon the adopted person's request for
the birth certificate.

HB 931/SB 270 Recovery residences; regulations.
Establishes certain requirements for recovery residences and
directs the State Board of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Services (the Board) to promulgate
regulations to establish minimum certification standards for
recovery residences. The bill also requires that the
regulations promulgated by the Department of Behavioral
Health and Developmental Services (the Department) related
to the certification of recovery residences include provisions
that no recovery residence, or operator, employee, or agent of
a recovery residence, may require a resident to participate in
medical psychological including clinical
substance use treatment, that such recovery residence
receives financial benefit from, either directly or indirectly,
as a condition of entering or continuing residence at such
recovery residence. The bill requires the Department to
monitor credentialing agencies providing credentials to
recovery residences to ensure criteria related to certification
comply with regulations specifies that no
credentialing agency shall provide credentials to a recovery

or services,

and such
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residence that is owned or operated by an individual who is
employed by or in a position of authority at such
credentialing agency, or an immediate family member of any
such individual. The bill also requires that referrals to
recovery residences made by the Department, any agency of
the Commonwealth, or by a court may only be made to
recovery residences that are certified.

Under the bill, the Department and the Virginia Housing
Commission are directed to study and make
recommendations for establishing regulations for licensed
providers of clinical substance use treatment services that
offer housing as a benefit for individuals participating in
treatment services but are not licensed or certified as a
recovery residence. The bill also directs the Board to
promulgate regulations to authorize the Department to
expand data reporting requirements for certified and
conditionally certified recovery residences and directs the
Department to promulgate regulations regarding sharing of
data related to recovery residences with the public. Finally,
the bill continues the work group established in 2025 by the
Secretary of Health and Human Resources to make
recommendations regarding oversight and transparency for
recovery residences and requires the Department to
administer the work group. The provisions of the bill related
to promulgation of regulations have a delayed effective date
of July 1, 2027.

HB 1366 Department of Social Services; corrective action
plans and assumption of temporary control of local
boards and local departments. Grants the Commissioner of
Social Services the authority to create and enforce a
corrective action plan for any local board of social services or
local department of social services that (i) fails to administer
public assistance and social services programs in accordance
with applicable laws and regulations or (ii) takes any action
or fails to act in a manner that poses a substantial risk to the
health, safety, or well-being of a child or adult. The bill
permits similar authority for any local board of social
services that (a) fails to provide child welfare services in
accordance with applicable law or regulations or (b) takes
any action or fails to act in a manner that poses a substantial
risk to the health, safety, or well-being of a child. Under the
bill, if a local board or department fails to comply with a
corrective action plan, the Commissioner has the authority to
temporarily assume control of all or part of the local board's
operations. The bill also provides that, when a local board of
social services or local department of social services requests
assistance, the Commissioner has the authority to utilize staff
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of the Department of Social Services or contract with private
entities to provide public assistance and social services
programs in the locality served by the local board or
department. The bill also adds adult services to the definition
of "social services" for purposes of Title 63.2 (Welfare
(Social Services)).

HB 1490 Department of Social Services; centralized
intake system for reports or complaints of child abuse or
neglect; response to complaints within 24 hours for
children under three years of age. Establishes a centralized
hotline for reports and complaints of child abuse or neglect.
The bill requires the Department of Social Services to
establish and maintain a hotline for reports and complaints of
child abuse or neglect and specifies that the Department shall
determine the validity of such reports and complaints. The
bill eliminates the requirement that local departments must
be capable of receiving and responding to reports and
complaints of abuse or neglect and instead requires that any
complaint of child abuse or neglect received by a local
department shall be immediately forwarded to the
Department's child abuse and neglect hotline. Such
provisions of the bill have a delayed effective date of July 1,
2027.

The bill also directs the Department of Social Services to (i)
promulgate regulations necessary implement the
provisions of the bill by July 1, 2027, and (ii) contract with a
third party by August 1, 2026, to conduct a comprehensive
study and review of the screening process used for child
protective services complaints across Virginia.

to

SB 640 Department of Social Services; corrective action
plans; centralized hotline for reports or complaints of
child abuse or neglect. Establishes a centralized hotline for
reports and complaints of child abuse or neglect and grants
the Commissioner of Social Services the authority to create
and enforce a corrective action plan for any local board of
social services or local department of social services that (i)
fails to administer public assistance and social services
programs in accordance with applicable laws and regulations
or (i) takes any action or fails to act in a manner that poses a
substantial risk to the health, safety, or well-being of a child
or adult. The bill permits similar authority for any local board
of social services that (a) fails to provide child welfare
services in accordance with applicable law or regulations or
(b) takes any action or fails to act in a manner that poses a
substantial risk to the health, safety, or well-being of a child.
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Under the bill, if a local board or department fails to comply
with a corrective action plan, the Commissioner has the
authority to temporarily assume control of all or part of the
local board's operations. The bill also provides that, when a
local board of social services or local department of social
services requests assistance, the Commissioner has the
authority to utilize staff of the Department of Social Services
or contract with private entities to provide public assistance
and social services programs in the locality served by the
local board or department.

The bill requires the Department of Social Services to
establish and maintain a hotline for reports and complaints of
child abuse or neglect and specifies that the Department shall
determine the validity of such reports and complaints. The
bill eliminates the requirement that local departments must
be capable of receiving and responding to reports and
complaints of abuse or neglect and instead requires that any
complaint of child abuse or neglect received by a local
department shall be immediately forwarded the
Department's child abuse and neglect hotline. The bill also
adds adult services to the definition of "social services" for
purposes of Title 63.2 (Welfare (Social Services)).

to

The bill directs the Department of Social Services to (1)
promulgate regulations necessary to implement the
provisions of the bill and (2) contract with a third party by
August 1, 2026, to conduct a comprehensive study and
review of the screening process used for child protective
services complaints across Virginia. The bill also directs the
Secretary of Health and Human Resources to convene a
Social Services Task Force to develop a comprehensive
improvement plan to address changes needed within the State
Department of Social Services and the local departments of
social services.

The provisions of the bill related to centralized intake have a
delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

Speed Cameras

Passed

HB 994 Photo speed monitoring devices; placement and
operation. Authorizes the governing body of any locality in
Planning District 8 to provide by ordinance for the placement
and operation of a photo speed monitoring device by a law-
enforcement agency in a safety red zone, defined in the bill,



for the purpose of recording vehicle speed violations in such
safety red zone. The bill directs the Supreme Court of
Virginia to develop a summons for vehicle speed violations
captured by photo speed monitoring devices and requires
summonses issued for such vehicle speed violations to be
such summons. The bill makes various changes to the
requirements for the use of photo speed monitoring devices,
including the use of funds from collected civil penalties,
signage, data retention and storage, photo speed monitoring
device calibration, making certain information available to
the public, requirements for private vendors, and reporting.
The bill establishes civil penalties for wviolations of
requirements and provides that, for any summons issued,
failure to comply with the requirements for the operation of
photo speed monitoring devices renders such summons
invalid and requires courts to dismiss such summons.

The bill also limits the use of photo speed monitoring devices
in highway work zones to when workers are present, as
defined in the bill, and provides that a certificate sworn to or
affirmed by a law-enforcement officer or a retired sworn law-
enforcement officer is not prima facie evidence of the facts
contained therein for a photo speed monitoring device placed
in a highway work zone unless the operator of the photo
speed monitoring device provides a sworn certification
verifying that workers were present at the time of the vehicle
speed violation.

The bill directs the Commissioner of Highways to develop
criteria for designating a highway segment as a high-risk
pedestrian corridor for purposes of identifying safety red
zones. The bill contains delayed effective dates for certain
provisions.

HB 1220 Photo speed monitoring devices; placement and
operation. Directs the Supreme Court of Virginia to develop
a summons for vehicle speed violations captured by photo
speed monitoring devices and requires summonses issued for
such vehicle speed violations to be such summons. The bill
makes various changes to the requirements for the use of
photo speed monitoring devices, including the use of funds
from collected civil penalties, signage, data retention and
storage, photo speed monitoring device calibration, making
certain information available to the public, requirements for
private vendors, and reporting. The bill establishes civil
penalties for violations of requirements and provides that, for
any summons issued, failure to comply with the requirements
for the operation of photo speed monitoring devices renders

24

2026 Session Highlights

such summons invalid and requires courts to dismiss such
summons.

The bill provides that any person against whom an
enforcement action is carried out by a locality or law-
enforcement agency, pursuant to the authority granted for the
use of photo speed monitoring devices, where the
enforcement action was based upon a willful disregard for
applicable law, shall be entitled to an award of compensatory
damages and to an order remanding the matter to the locality
with a direction to carry out any further enforcement in a
manner consistent with the law and may be entitled to
reasonable attorney fees and court costs. The bill also
provides that if a locality fails to comply with such an order,
the court may order that the locality shall be ineligible to
receive any funds collected from enforcement using photo
speed monitoring devices, in excess of those used for its
photo speed monitoring device program, and that the court
shall order that any such excess funds be deposited in the
Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program until the
locality comes into compliance with such order.

The bill also limits the use of photo speed monitoring devices
in highway work zones to when workers are present, as
defined in the bill, and provides that a certificate sworn to or
affirmed by a law-enforcement officer or a retired sworn law-
enforcement officer is not prima facie evidence of the facts
contained therein for a photo speed monitoring device placed
in a highway work zone unless the operator of the photo
speed monitoring device provides a sworn certification
verifying that workers were present at the time of the vehicle
speed violation.

The bill contains delayed effective dates for certain
provisions.

SB 84 Photo speed monitoring devices, pedestrian
crossing violation monitoring systems, and stop sign
violation monitoring systems; placement and operation;
violation enforcement; civil penalties. Authorizes state and
local law-enforcement agencies to place and operate
pedestrian crossing violation and stop sign violation
monitoring systems in school crossing zones, highway work
zones, and high-risk speed corridors for purposes of
recording pedestrian crossing and stop sign violations, as
those terms are defined in the bill. The bill requires local law-
enforcement agencies implementing or expanding the use of
pedestrian crossing violation and stop sign violation
monitoring systems, prior to the implementation or
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expansion of such systems, to conduct a public awareness
program for such implementation or expansion.

The bill directs the Supreme Court of Virginia to develop a
summons for vehicle speed violations captured by photo
speed monitoring devices and violations captured by the
other devices authorized by this bill and requires summonses
issued for such violations captured by such devices to be
such summons. The bill makes various changes to the
requirements for the use of these devices, including the use of
funds from collected civil penalties, signage, data retention
and storage, photo speed monitoring device calibration,
making certain information available to the public,
requirements for private vendors, and reporting. The bill
establishes civil penalties for violations of requirements and
provides that, for any summons issued, failure to comply
with the requirements for the operation of such devices
renders such summons invalid and requires courts to dismiss
such summons. .

The bill also limits the use of such devices in highway work
zones to when workers are present, as defined in the bill, and
provides that a certificate sworn to or affirmed by a law-
enforcement officer or a retired sworn law-enforcement
officer is not prima facie evidence of the facts contained
therein for a device placed in a highway work zone unless the
operator of the photo speed monitoring device, pedestrian
crossing violation monitoring system, or stop sign violation
monitoring  system, respectively, provides a
certification verifying that workers were present at the time
of the violation.

sworn

SB 219 Photo speed monitoring devices; placement and
operation; summons. Requires a second summons for a
vehicle speed violation captured by a photo speed monitoring
device to be mailed if a summoned person fails to appear on
the date of return set out in the first summons mailed. If the
summoned person fails to appear after the second summons,
the bill requires the Commissioner of the Department of
Motor Vehicles to refuse to issue or renew the vehicle
registration certificate or the license plate issued for such
vehicle until the required penalties and any
administrative fees have been paid and any applicable
reinstatement processes required by the Department of Motor
Vehicles have been completed.

civil

The bill directs the Supreme Court of Virginia to develop a
summons for vehicle speed violations captured by photo
speed monitoring devices and requires summonses issued for
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such vehicle speed violations to be such summons. The bill
makes various changes to the requirements for the use of
photo speed monitoring devices, including the use of funds
from collected civil penalties, signage, data retention and
storage, photo speed monitoring device calibration, making
certain information available to the public, requirements for
private vendors, and reporting. The bill establishes civil
penalties for violations of requirements and provides that, for
any summons issued, failure to comply with the requirements
for the operation of photo speed monitoring devices renders
such summons invalid and requires courts to dismiss such
summons.

The bill provides that any person against whom an
enforcement action is carried out by a locality or law-
enforcement agency, pursuant to the authority granted for the
use of photo speed monitoring devices, where the
enforcement action was based upon a willful disregard for
applicable law, shall be entitled to an award of compensatory
damages and to an order remanding the matter to the locality
with a direction to carry out any further enforcement in a
manner consistent with the law and may be entitled to
reasonable attorney fees and court costs. The bill also
provides that if a locality fails to comply with such an order,
the court may order that the locality shall be ineligible to
receive any funds collected from enforcement using photo
speed monitoring devices, in excess of those used for its
photo speed monitoring device program, and that the court
shall order that any such excess funds be deposited in the
Virginia Highway Safety Improvement Program until the
locality comes into compliance with such order.

The bill also limits the use of photo speed monitoring devices
in highway work zones to when workers are present, as
defined in the bill, and provides that a certificate sworn to or
affirmed by a law-enforcement officer or a retired sworn law-
enforcement officer is not prima facie evidence of the facts
contained therein for a photo speed monitoring device placed
in a highway work zone unless the operator of the photo
speed monitoring device provides a sworn certification
verifying that workers were present at the time of the vehicle
speed violation. The bill contains delayed effective dates for
certain provisions.

Carried Over
SB 564 Department of Social Services; unlicensed care

homes; registration. Requires every person that constitutes,
or that operates or maintains, an unlicensed care home,



defined in the bill, to register such home with the
Commissioner of the Department of Social Services.

Taxation
Passed

HB 167 Tax exemptions; Confederacy organizations.
Eliminates the exemption from state recordation taxes for the
Virginia Division of the United Daughters of the
Confederacy and eliminates the tax-exempt designation for
real and personal property owned by the Virginia Division of
the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the General
Organization of the United Daughters of the Confederacy,
the Confederate Memorial Literary Society, the Stonewall
Jackson Memorial, Incorporated, the Virginia Division, Sons
of Confederate Veterans, and the J.E.B. Stuart Birthplace
Preservation Trust, Inc. The bill
amendments.

contains technical

HB 954 Rounding procedures. Provides for rounding
procedures in certain cash transactions and authorizes the
governing body of a locality to by ordinance set temporary
procedures for the adjustment of bills and account balances
for taxes and other charges due to the locality to account for
the cessation of production of the penny coin by the United
States Mint until July 1, 2027. The bill also directs the
Department of Taxation to evaluate options and recommend
a uniform procedure for such adjustments and balances for
all localities of the Commonwealth and report its findings
and recommendations no later than November 1, 2026.

HB 1180/SB 591 Department of Taxation; free tax filing
program for individuals. Directs the Tax Commissioner to
develop and offer a free individual state income tax filing
program, effective beginning in taxable year 2028, that is
similar to the federal Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Direct
File Program as it existed during the 2025 tax filing season.
The bill contains technical amendments that remove obsolete
language regarding fillable forms.

Failed

HB 897 Retail sales and use tax; exemption for data
centers. Requires a data center operator, in order to be
eligible for the existing data center sales and use tax
exemption, to (i) beginning July 1, 2027, not use co-located
generating facilities that emit carbon dioxide, other than
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backup generators; (ii) beginning July 1, 2029, contract for a
certain percentage of energy, capacity, and renewable energy
certificates from clean energy resources, as evidenced by a
certification from the State Corporation Commission, or
contracts and service agreements; (iii) utilize only non-
carbon dioxide-emitting backup power sources, such as
energy storage resources, beginning on a date dependent on
the data center's initial service date; and (iv) demonstrate, for
any new data center issued a final certificate of occupancy or
its equivalent on or after January 1, 2030, or for any data
center operator seeking an amended memorandum of
understanding, sufficient investment in environmental
management and energy efficiency measures to provide
system-wide benefits, as defined in the bill. Finally, the bill
has a delayed effective date of July 1, 2027.

SB 224 Tax administration; award for tax underpayment
detection assistance. Authorizes the Tax Commissioner to
award monetary compensation to individuals who provide
information that assists the Department of Taxation in the
successful collection of delinquent state taxes owed by other
individual or business taxpayers. The bill provides that such
awards may be given only if (i) the underpaying individual
taxpayer's gross income exceeds $100,000 or the
underpaying business taxpayer's gross income exceeds
$500,000 and (ii) the amount in question exceeds $50,000.

Technology

Passed

HB 665/SB 489 Financial institutions and services; virtual
currency kiosk operators; license required; penalties.
Establishes requirements for the operation of virtual currency
kiosks, as defined in the bill, including a requirement that a
virtual currency kiosk operator obtain licensure with the
State Corporation Commission. The bill requires operators to
file annual and quarterly reports, provide certain disclosures,
and take reasonable steps to detect and prevent fraud and
money laundering. The bill prohibits operators from
accepting transactions above specified daily and monthly
limits and establishes a maximum transaction charge of 18
percent of the value of such transaction. A person who
violates the bill's provisions is subject to a fine of up to
$1,000 per violation as well as the existing enforcement
provisions of the Virginia Consumer Protection Act.
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HB 797/SB 384 Joint Commission on Technology and
Science; artificial intelligence; independent verification
organizations. Directs the Joint Commission on Technology
and Science (JCOTS) to evaluate the feasibility and impact
of developing a framework for any person or entity seeking
to act as an independent verification organization that
assesses artificial intelligence models' or applications'
adherence to standards reflecting best practices for the
prevention of personal injury and property damage. The bill
directs JCOTS to submit a report with its recommendations
and any findings to the Chairs of the Senate Committees on
Finance and Appropriations and General Laws and
Technology and the House Committees on Appropriations
and Communications, Technology and Innovation by
November 1, 2026.

SB 338 Consumer Data Protection Act; data controller
responsibilities; precise geolocation data. Provides that, for
purposes of the Consumer Data Protection Act, a controller
of personal data shall not sell or offer for sale precise
geolocation data concerning a consumer.

Failed

HB 758 Artificial Intelligence Chatbots and Minors Act
established; prohibited practices; penalties. Creates the
Artificial Intelligence Chatbots and Minors Act to require
that deployers that operate or distribute a chatbot in the
Commonwealth (i) ensure that any chatbot operated or
distributed by the deployer does not make human-like
features, defined in the bill, available to minors to use,
interact with, purchase, or converse with and (ii) implement
reasonable age verification systems to ensure that chatbots
with human-like features are not made available to minors.
The bill also requires deployers operating or distributing a
chatbot that is a social artificial intelligence companion,
defined in the bill, to ensure such chatbot is not available to
minors. The bill provides that a violation of its provisions
constitutes a prohibited practice under the Virginia
Consumer Protection Act.

Carried Over

HB 635 Artificial Intelligence Chatbots Act established;
prohibited practices; penalties. Creates the Artificial
Intelligence Chatbots Act, which prohibits an operator from
making a companion chatbot, as those terms are defined in
the bill, available to a user in the Commonwealth unless the
companion chatbot is incapable of certain actions specified in
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the bill. The bill also requires an operator of a companion
chatbot to include a disclaimer to users of all ages that a
companion chatbot is not a human via a static, persistent
disclosure and notify a user via a pop-up that he is not
engaging with a human counterpart at specified intervals.
The bill makes it unlawful for any operator of a companion
chatbot to operate or provide a companion chatbot to a user
unless such companion chatbot contains a protocol to take
reasonable efforts for detecting and addressing expressions of
suicidal ideation or self-harm by a user to the companion
chatbot. The bill also includes certain data privacy and
transparency requirements. The bill provides that a violation
of its provisions constitutes a prohibited practice under the
Virginia Consumer Protection Act.

SB 796 Artificial Intelligence Chatbots and Minors Act
established; enforcement; civil penalties; individual
action. Creates the Artificial Intelligence Chatbots and
Minors Act to require a covered entity, defined in the bill, to
(i) implement certain reasonable systems and processes, (ii)
make reasonable efforts to notify appropriate emergency
services or law enforcement if it obtains knowledge that a
user faces an imminent risk of death or serious physical
injury, and (iii) submit a report to the Attorney General after
obtaining knowledge of certain covered incidents, defined in
the bill, connected to one or more of its chatbots. The bill
also requires an operator, defined in the bill, to disclose the
non-human nature of the chatbot to users at certain intervals.
The bill authorizes the Attorney General to initiate an action
to seek an injunction and civil penalties for violations and
also provides an individual civil action for any person
harmed by a violation or the parent or legal guardian of a
minor harmed by a violation.

Transportation/Motor Vehicles

Passed

HB 55 Noise abatement monitoring systems; local
authority; civil penalties. Authorizes counties and cities in
Planning Districts 8, 9, and 15 to place and operate noise
abatement monitoring systems, defined in the bill, on any
highway located in the locality for the purpose of recording
and enforcing exhaust system violations, also defined in the
bill. The bill provides that the operator of a vehicle is liable
for a civil penalty not to exceed $100, but the violation shall
not be reported on the driver's operating record or to the
driver's insurance agency. The bill provides that a locality



may exempt from enforcement by noise abatement
monitoring  systems used for agricultural,
horticultural, or forestry purposes as demonstrated by vehicle
license plates. Under the bill, the civil penalty will be paid to
the locality in which the violation occurred to be used for the
cost of administering the noise abatement monitoring system
program and for transportation safety initiatives. The bill
contains the same data privacy and storage requirements as
are in current law for photo speed monitoring devices. The
bill requires any locality that places and operates such a noise
abatement monitoring system to report on its public website
by January 15 of each year on the number of traffic violations
prosecuted, the number of successful prosecutions, and the
total amount of monetary civil penalties collected. The bill
has an expiration date of July 1, 2028.

vehicles

HB 564/SB 583 Parking, stopping, and standing
enforcement; bus obstruction monitoring systems. Allows
localities to authorize the use of bus obstruction monitoring
systems by a public transit agency operating within the
locality for the purpose of enforcing local ordinances related
to parking, stopping, or standing in bus stop zones or in lanes
reserved for transit buses during posted times.

HB 911/SB 446 Limited-duration licenses, driver
privilege cards and permits, and identification privilege
cards; expiration. Extends the validity of limited-duration
licenses, driver privilege cards and permits, and
identification privilege cards, other than REAL ID
credentials and commercial driver's licenses and permits, to a
period of time consistent with the validity of driver's licenses,
which, under current law, is a period not to exceed eight
years or, for a person age 75 or older, a period not to exceed
five years, and permits and special identification cards. The
bill aligns requirements for eligibility for limited-duration
commercial driver's licenses and permits and REAL ID-
compliant limited-duration commercial driver's licenses with
federal requirements and clarifies the validity periods for
such documents. The bill directs the Department of Motor
Vehicles to implement the extended validity periods for
limited-duration licenses, driver privilege cards, or permits
upon renewal or reissuance.
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HB 1270/SB 550 Transportation network companies;
publishing and disclosure requirements. Requires a
transportation network company (TNC) to (i) issue a
confidential annual report to the Commissioner of the
Department of Motor Vehicles containing the aggregate data
regarding the average fare collected from passengers, the
total time driven by TNC partners while transporting a
passenger, and the total amount earned by TNC partners in
connection with prearranged rides; (ii) disclose to TNC
partners information about the deactivation process; (iii)
provide a weekly summary that includes the total fare
collected from passengers, the total amount earned, and the
percentage earned by such TNC partner that week; and (iv)
provide an itemized receipt within 24 hours of the
completion of each ride. The bill has a delayed effective date
of January 1, 2027.

Carried Over

SB 670 Commercial use of fully autonomous vehicles.
Provides requirements for the operation of fully autonomous
vehicles operated to transport property or passengers in
furtherance of a commercial enterprise. The bill requires
persons operating such fully autonomous vehicles to receive
autonomous operation licenses prior to such operation in the
Commonwealth.
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