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Overview of Land 
Conservation

•
 

Public lands
–

 
State-owned

–

 
Locally-held

•
 

Conservation Easements
–

 
State Assistance to Localities: Purchase of 
Development Rights

–

 
State Land Trust: Virginia Outdoors 
Foundation

–

 
State Incentive: Land Preservation Tax Credit

•

 

Department of Taxation
•

 

Department of Conservation and Recreation



State-Owned Public Lands

•Natural Area Preserves (DCR)

•State Parks (DCR)

•State Forests (DOF) 

•Wildlife Management Areas 
(DGIF)



• 54 state natural area preserves 
protect 45,491 acres across the 
Commonwealth.  

• The first natural area preserve was 
dedicated in October 1990. 

• This program is actively acquiring 
three new natural areas preserves 
and acquiring 11 additions to 
existing natural area preserves. 

Natural Area Preserves

Cypress Bridge, 
Southampton Co.
Planned Dec 08

Closing



Natural Area Preserves

•
 

Virginia Natural Area Preserves Act of 
1989 authorized DCR to acquire and 
manage a statewide system of natural 
area preserves.

•
 

Public and private lands dedicated as 
NAPs

 
are selected to protect some of the 

rarest and most threatened elements of 
Virginia’s natural heritage.  

•
 

Natural areas support exemplary natural 
communities and/or healthy populations 
of rare plant and animal species. 

Crow’s Nest NAP
Stafford County





State Parks

•

 
In 1936 Virginia opened the first state park 
system in the country, with six parks. 

•

 
Now 35 parks --

 
almost 67,000 acres.

•

 
4 more parks (Powhatan, Widewater, Seven 
Bends, and Middle Peninsula) have been 
acquired but are not yet open.

•

 
Virginia’s state parks: 
–

 
provide outstanding state park facilities, services 
and programs while protecting and promoting 
stewardship of the natural and cultural resources 
of the Commonwealth; 

–

 
serve as a natural tonic for the mind, body and 
spirit; and

–

 
provide an economic stimulus to the community 
and region in which they are located.

Caledon 
State Park



Map of parks



VDGIF Land HoldingsVDGIF Land Holdings
• 38 Wildlife Management 

Areas (200,000 acres)

• 15 Conservation 
Easements (12, 494 
acres)

• 215 Boat Landings

• 37 Freshwater Lakes

• 8 Freshwater Hatcheries



State Forests

•
 

The agency owns 
State Forests for 
scientific, 
recreation, and 
educational 
purposes. 

•
 

19 State Forests 

•
 

55,142 total acres 



State Forest Locations



Management

•
 

Natural Area Preserves
–

 
Monitoring rare species’

 
population status

–

 
Practices that maintain, enhance, and restore 
rare species populations and natural 
community occurrences  

•

 

E.g. prescribed burning; invasive species control

•
 

State Parks
–

 
Park operations and visitor safety

–

 
Resource management and facility 
maintenance

–

 
Educational and environmental programs

–

 
Park master planning and facility 
development

–

 
Each of the seven park districts has a full-time 
resource management employee

Prescribed Fire Mgmt

Phragmites 
Spraying



Management

• Wildlife Management Areas
–

 
Conservation Police Officers

–
 

Wildlife & Fisheries 
Biologists/Technicians

• State Forests
–

 
Timber management

–
 

Research and demonstration projects 

–
 

Wildlife and fisheries habitat 

–
 

Insect and disease evaluation

–
 

Genetic tree improvement 



Management

• Natural Area Preserves:
–

 
1 Natural Areas Stewardship Manager

–
 

1 Natural Areas District 
Manager/Statewide Stew. Ecologist

–
 

5 Regional Natural Areas Regional 
Stewards (12, 14, 11, 8, 9 NAPs

 
each)

–
 

3 Natural Areas Conservation Officers 
(12, 14, 28 NAPs

 
each)

• Division of State Parks: 
–

 
288 full-time employees 

–
 

659 part-time/seasonal employees

Water Management to
protect rare plants at 
Hickory Hollow NAP



Management

•
 

Wildlife Management Areas 

–

 
1 Forester

–

 
3 Lands Managers

–

 
16 Wildlife Biologist Assistance

–

 
11 Wildlife Workers

–

 
6 Boat Ramp Facility Technicians

•
 

State Forests
–

 
9 FTEs that handle all of the forest 
management workload with 2-3 seasonal 
workers during planting season



Public Use: Recreation

•

 
State Parks
–

 

Hiking, camping, cabins, educational programs, 
fishing, boating

•

 
Natural Area Preserves
–

 

hiking, nature study, research, education, wildlife 
observation.  

–

 

More intense uses are not allowed (horseback riding, 
off-road bicycle riding, off-road motorized vehicle use, 
camping, fires, swimming)

•

 
Wildlife Management Areas
–

 

Hunting, hiking, photography, boating, fishing

•

 
State Forests
–

 

Increasing demand for recreational opportunities such 
as horseback riding, hiking, birding and biking 

Hickory Hollow NAP,
Northumberland 

County



Public Use: Hunting
•

 

All 38 Wildlife Management Areas 

•

 

State Forests: varies Forest by Forest, based on size, deed 
restrictions, operations.

•

 

Natural Area Preserves: 14,573 acres  have some form of 
hunting

–

 

Managed lottery hunting for waterfowl –3 preserves
–

 

Managed lottery hunting for white-tailed deer –2 preserves
–

 

General hunting during all open hunting seasons --

 

2 
preserves

–

 

Other managed hunts for deer population management --6 
preserves

•

 
State Parks
–

 

Hunting opportunities range from open hunting in 
designated areas to managed deer hunts where individuals 
participate through a reservation or lottery system. 

–

 

Specific sites that offer hunting may change from year to 
year. 



Revenue Sharing With LocalitiesRevenue Sharing With Localities

• DGIF
– Timber Sales
– Boat Landings
– Freshwater Fishing Piers
– 650 + VDGIF License 

Agents
– 1000 + Game Check 

Stations
• State Forests

– One-fourth of the gross 
proceeds is paid annually 
to the counties in which 
that land is located in lieu 
of taxes.



Acquisition Funding 
Sources

•
 

DOF
–

 
Donations

–

 
Federal Forest Legacy Program

•
 

DCR
–

 
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund

–

 
State General Obligation Bonds

•
 

DGIF
–

 
Federal Pittman-

 
Robertson Funds

•
 

ALL
–

 
Virginia Land Conservation Foundation

–

 
Virginia Public Building Authority Bonds





Public Information

Is there one place citizens 

can go to find all of the 

public lands in their area?



Virginia Land Conservation Data Explorer
www.vaconservedlands.org

-conserved lands 
and VCLNA

-reference layers 
including 
jurisdictional 
boundaries,
VDOT roads, 
rivers and streams, 
hiking trails, 
High-res aerial 
photography, 
topo maps…

-ability to search 
all layers by feature 
names or values 



Conclusion
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