Agriculture Champion
Program

Senate Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources and
House Committee on
Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources Meeting
October 1-2, 2008, Bear Creek Lake State Park




9 Main Initiatives

Provide support for
agricultural priorities and
conservation initiatives




 2006: Governor Kaine announced his
goal of conserving 400,000 acres

* Current land conservation program
Includes:

— Virginia Land Preservation Tax Credit
(S 100 M/yr; transferrable)

— Virginia Land Conservation Foundation
— VDACS Farmland Preservation Program

— The acceptance of conservation
easements by the Virginia Outdoors
Foundation and other state, local and
nonprofit agencies

253.8B74 acres
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Committed 80% of funds to:

&

Nutrient management
Cover Crops
Conservation Tillage

Stream Fencing (“Livestock
Exclusion”)

Stream-side Buffer Planting



* Highly effective at reducing nutrient
run-off

* Highly Cost-Effective

e Good for the environment and also
beneficial to long-term profitability of
agriculture

N Full implementation achieves 60% of
the Bay NPS goal from all land uses




YOU HAVE T0 PRODUCE. YOU WANT T0
CONSERVE. SEE YOUR SWCD.
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‘Tolearn more, costact your lacal SWCD. See back pasel far cantac] informaiion

‘STABILIZE WOESLY EEOMBLE LAND

At your local SWCD, we work with the people who work the land, '

Beef producer. Conservationist.

Your local SWCD is geared to the success of both.

Stop by your local Soil and Water Conservation District, and you'll learn how some conservation
practices improve production and, with federal and state cost-sharing, can be affordable; too.
Experienced staff at your district office can recommend practices that fit your situatio

any questions that come up. And help you qualify for funding. Because

successful farmers know conservation makes good business sense.

We wark with the people

Meountain Castles SWCD: (540)977-2698 ext. 3 whe work the land.

LARAR

=
&




 January 1, 2008: the
ww Virginia Department of
wiiwo . Environmental Quality
‘w3 x¢  (DEQ) assumed regulatory
LT 'y oversight of all land
s EURLESS gpplication of treated
sewage sludge (biosolids)

* Nutrient management
plans are required for all
biosolids applications
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Nutrient-Trading Program

offset new nutrient loads by
acquiring nutrient credits from
other dischargers or credits from
offsetting landowners, including
farmers

e Agricultural producers and other
landowners can generate nutrient
credits if they implement a set of
“baseline” best management
practices on their land



Virginia’s six largest poultry
integrators will optimize the use of the
enzyme phytase in poultry feed with a
goal of 30 percent phosphorus reduction
in poultry litter

Department of Conservation & Recreation
CONSERVING VIRGINIAS NATURAL & RECREATIONAL RESOURCES

 Virginia Poultry Growers ,
%) gCooperativz.,,lnc. Geor ge SF OOdS,

P.0. Box 228
Hintan, VA 22831 L LC

Phone 540.867.4000



Phosphorus Level Reductions in Feed

Reduce Nutrient Losses
From Virginia Dairy
Farms”
* Payments are offered on
a per cow basis for farms
that reduce the
phosphorus levels in
feed




* The Virginia State
Dairymen’s Association
recently committed to
encouraging their
membership to exclude
animals from streams

Such action represents positive
leadership from an agricultural
organization and provides for similar
commitments from other related
commodity organizations




11 (potentially) new Ag
Conservation Initiatives




2007 Chesapeake Bay Program Executive
Council Meeting Recap:

* Critical that we keep VA farmers farming
o #1 Sector of VA Economy - $79 Billion/yr

* Must farm in a way that is healthy for our
waters

* Focus on programs/practices that
produce the greatest results

e $20 million in FY09 for Ag BMPs




Sustain Ag Funding

ble funding for
agricultural conservation
practices

* Promote consistent, annual
levels of funding that achieve
and maintain significantly
Increased implementation
levels of agricultural
conservation practices
statewide



Increase the level of
state cost-share
assistance provided
to farmers
Implementing
agricultural
conservation
practices in
watersheds where a
stream clean-up plan
has been finalized




* Partner with corporate agribusiness
leaders to Implement a “Water
Stewardship” Campaign

* Work closely with SYSCO, General
el Mills, and others to Implement a

Mills supply chain-wide environmental
stewardship initiative



Agricultural Advertising

or to appear in
Public Service
Announcements promoting
environmental stewardship
and productive farms

* Deliver messages that
address agricultural
production, conservation,
and water quality



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wS12GdENDDU&amp;feature=user

Public-Private Partnerships

of Agriculture and
Forestry to develop
partnerships with
selected commodity
groups

* |nitiate Secretary-level
meetings with farm
commodity
organizations to
strengthen conservation
partnerships



Cow-Free Streams!

< Out Of streams

~_ * Provide increased levels of state
*‘*}% == cost-share assistance to farmers to

-_ i = Install stream fencing and provide

alternative watering sources

* Creatively adapt existing
programs to accelerate
Implementation of agricultural
conservation practices



e Support full funding of Virginia's 47
Soil & Water Conservation Districts

* Ensure that technical assistance Is In
place to help more farmers
Implement conservation measures

VIRGINIA S501L & WATER
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Agricultural Conservation

Tax Credit Program

Viillion cap) authorizing the
transfer of agricultural best
management practice tax credits

oW T e Provide a new, alternative

= Incentive program for farmers
who historically do not
participate In existing state
agricultural cost-share programs




Agriculture Stewardship Act

. !trengthen the .

program by increasing
staff levels

* Direct the Secretary of
Agriculture and
Forestry to report on
any additional
measures needed to
strengthen the
program




* High level recognition program for
Virginia’s champion farmers

e Implement a new awards program
for farmers who have achieved
significant water quality protection




i

CAUTION

Seek authorization to use
funds recently secured
through the 2008 Farm
Bill to aggressively
Implement Virginia’'s
agricultural priority
practices as detailed In
the annual Chesapeake
Bay and Virginia Waters
Clean-Up Plan
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