
Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov



Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov

Virginia Marine Resources 
Commission

• Headquartered in Newport News with 159.5 
employees

• Mission: “We are stewards of Virginia’s 
marine and aquatic resources, and 
protectors of its tidal waters and homelands, 
for present and future generations”



Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov

VMRC History
• Created as the Virginia Fish Commission in 

1875
• Repopulated Virginia’s rivers and streams 

depleted by Union and Confederate armies 
during the Civil War

• Bloodshed over oyster grounds led to the 
creation of the Oyster Navy 50 years later

• That navy was the predecessor of the 
Virginia Marine Police
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Oyster Wars of the 1920s and 1930s
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Marine Police Officers are the
cornerstone of fishing and boating

safety enforcement
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Officers conduct enforcement and 
search and rescue operations by land, 

sea and air
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Our officers make regular dockside 
and boat side inspections

•Officers conduct more than
200,000 inspections each year.



Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov

Oysters are inspected to ensure they 
are safe from contamination

•Oysters have been decimated by disease.

•A single adult oyster can purge
60 gallons of water a day.

•Oyster reefs teem with life
and attract hungry game fish.



Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov

Fisheries Management Division

• Tracks statistical data on fish and shellfish
• Recommends fishing seasons, catch and size 

limits
• Works to restore the oyster population
• Creates artificial reefs
• Runs annual saltwater fishing tournaments
• Sponsors fishing clinics for children
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VMRC regulates all commercial 
fishing in the Chesapeake Bay
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Blue Crab Decline: The Chesapeake Bay harvest of blue crabs in 2007 was 
approximately 43.5 million pounds, which is among the lowest in history.
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Blue Crab Regulation Changes
• Eliminate Virginia’s winter dredge season for the 53 

watermen licensed to participate in that fishery.
• Close the season for the taking of female crabs on Oct. 27, 

five weeks early.
• Reduce the number of crab pots per license by 15 percent this 

year and 30 percent for peeler pots.
• Require two additional, wider crab pot cull rings as of July 1, 

except on the seaside of the Eastern Shore.
• Abolish the recreational crab pot license, which allowed up to 

five pots per license holder. Virginia residents may set fish 
two pots without a license.

• Allow only one other person to be authorized to work a 
waterman’s crab pots, instead of the many that had been 
allowed.
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We are experimenting with manmade 
oyster farms known as aquaculture
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Old railroad and subway cars are 
used to create fish-attracting 

artificial reefs
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A total of 23 artificial reefs are scattered 
throughout Virginia waters
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Our recreational fishing tournaments 
are very popular

•Virginia is home to more than
400,000 recreational anglers.

•Trophy citations are issued for
more than 35 different species.

•If caught and released, a witness
is needed. No tall fish tales allowed.



Virginia Marine Resources Commission
2600 Washington Avenue, Third Floor
Newport News, Virginia  23607 www.mrc.virginia.gov

A new generation of anglers get their start 
in agency-sponsored fishing clinics
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Habitat Management Division

• Regulates docks, piers, and boathouses 
along the Chesapeake Bay, its 
tributaries and the Atlantic Ocean. 
That’s 5,242 miles of tidal shoreline

• Manages 1.47 million acres of  water 
bottoms owned by the state

• Protects 215,000 acres of tidal vegetated 
wetlands
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Subaqueous 
Vegetation

MHWMHW

MLWMLW

1.5 x Mean Tide Range

Tidal Wetlands (Local Wetlands Board)

Non-vegetated (Flats) Shallows

Subaqueous Lands (VMRC)

Vegetated 
Wetlands

Subaqueous bottoms are owned by 
the state and regulated by VMRC
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Subaqueous Bed
Mudflats

Saltmarsh
Cordgrass

Saltbushes

Upland
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Wetlands have many ecological 
benefits and require protection

•Filter pollutants and reduce harmful
nitrogen and phosphorus runoff.

•Lessen the impact of floods.

•Act as spawning grounds for fish and shellfish.

•Provide food and sanctuary for birds,
including some rare migratory species.
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VMRC: A small state agency 
that does big things
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