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~ Most of Virginia’s permanently
preserved open-space land and farmland
is protected using recorded deeds of
conservation easements.
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A conservation easement is “a legal agreement -
between a landowner and an eligible organization
that restricts future activities on the land to protect

its conservation values.”

— The Conservation Easement Handbook, The Trust for Public Land and The Land Trust Alliance (Revised 2005).




The value of a conservatlon ‘éas’emzent*-ls the
- differefice between the propetity s‘{alr market
value before and after the imposition of .

development restnctlons on such propert}‘?;
QO




e Enacted in 1966

* Authorizes public bodies to acquire or
designate property for use as open space

¢ Permits acquisition of property by gift,
purchase, deV1se, or bequest '




Virginia Conservation Easement Act

nacted in 19

Modeled after Uniform Conservation
Easement Act

Authorizes gertam nonpﬂ;roﬁt organizations .
- F'.:. e
. to hold property for use as open space

Permlts acqulsltlon of property by glft,, AT
purchase, deVlSC-, Ol‘ bequest PR, o)




Comparison of Virginia Conservation
Easement Authority

Open-Space Land Act Conservation Easement Act

* Possibly strongest in * Provides less
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Conservatlon easements
- must conform to
adopted locad




Easements held by state




Purchased Development Rights (PDRs) are

purchased conservation easements.




A deed of gift or purchase of a conservation
ent 1s the legal document used to record
- both donated and purchased easements.

Such deeds detail:

iR #l. &
* Public conservation purpﬂses of property

* Value of property . ‘
. Restnétmn g)f fut;ufe use of
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Commonwealth of Virginia agencies
that hold the majority of open-space
easements:




Funding Sources for Purchase
of Conservation Easements

@ State and local bond authorizations

Vrrgmla Land Consetvation Foundat1on
~(state General Funds) |

° Vlrtc;rlnla Open-Space Lands Preservatlon "
— Trust Fund (state General Funds) -

e Federal state, and local goVernment
_ grants (new state / local P)R:Match
J spinitiative)

-?'?.Prlvate sector grants and awards __
5‘." Nonprofit sector grants and awards el
Court orders and decrees e




Interagency collaboration for land
conservation has increased in recent

years.




Virginia’s Land Preservatlon
Tax Credlt Pr 0

Enacted in 1999
Encempasses two venerable Virginia trac
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Only perpetual gifts of conservation easements
are eligible for Virginia income tax credits and

federal income tax deductions.




Preamble and Witnesseth clauses

Recitals of conservation values and purposes of subject
propetty

Public purposes (clear identification of public benefits
justifying tax deductions/credits)

Restrictions (land use controls, typically severe reduction in
otherwise-permitted divisions and buildings, prohibition of
mining and topography alterations, and protections for

water quality) to protect the conservatmn values and g
purposes of subject property) - Sl

el Enforcement (spe_(:lﬁes gtal’l{ée ﬂghtS re]\ate(‘*to'mspectwn
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Why preserve open-space land
and farmlands in Virginia?



Virginia Outdoors Foundation Easement, Albemarle County
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Department of Historic Resonrces Easement and Virginia Outdoors Foundation Easement,
“Welbourne Farm”, Loudoun County

Note: House and curtilage under DHR Easement, surrounding land under V'OF Easement



Virginia Outdoors Foundation and Eastern Shore Soil and Water District Co-held Easement,
Northampton County
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Virginia Outdoors Foundation Easement, Culpeper County



Virginia Outdoors Foundation and James River Association Co-held Easement, Powhatan County



V'OF Easement, Arlington County



1VOF Easement, Rockbridge County, 1VOF Easement, Rockbridge County,
1"OF-owned House Mountain in backgronnd outside of Lexington City limits

VOF Easement, %gmm County |
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4,232 Acre Easement Co-held by the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, and the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (DGIF);
City of Fredericksburg and the counties of Spotsylvania, Stafford, Culpeper, Orange, and Fauquier
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