
National Flood 
Insurance Program 

(NFIP)



 Lower federal disaster relief 
expenditures 

 Communicate risk
 Improve disaster response
 Get local governments to manage 

flood-prone areas to decrease 
flood damages

 …and provide insurance 
assistance

National Flood Insurance Act



 FEMA cannot refuse coverage – for individuals or for a 
given area

 Cannot drop repetitive claims policyholders
 Considers  risk  AND timing
 Plans for average expected losses, not catastrophic losses
 Until recently, relies solely on the Treasury for reinsurance
 Has caps (and minimums) for price increases
 No  in-house agents

NFIP ≠ PRIVATE 



NC asks for $900M in flood relief, 
feds give $6.1M, Cooper says

Severe flooding hits southwestern 
Wisconsin



NFIP…50 years

2016: 3rd highest payout year
~$26 B in debt



Not High Enough



Too High



The Solution 



• H.R. 879, Flood Insurance Integrity Act 
• H.R. 1401, Flood Insurance Fairness Act 
• H.R. 1422, Flood Insurance Market Parity &Modernization Act
• H.R. 1423, National Flood Insurance Program Reauthorization & 

Improvement Act
• H.R. 1558, Repeatedly Flooded Communities Preparation Act
• H.R. 1929, Empowering Homeowners to Mitigate Flood Damage Act 
• H.R. 2170, Flood &Agriculture Risk Management Cost Reduction Act 
• H.R. 2246, Taxpayer Exposure Mitigation Act 
• H.R. 2565, untitled amendments to NFIP 
• H.R.  2874, 21st Century Flood Reform Act
• H.R. 2875, National Flood Insurance Program Administrative Reform Act 

H.R. 2877, PARIS Act
• H.R. 3135, Community Flood Insurance Savings Act 
• H.R. 3285, Sustainable, Affordable, Fair, & Efficient (SAFE) National Flood 

Insurance Program Reauthorization Act
• H.R. 2868, National Flood Insurance Program Policyholder Protection Act
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• S. 563, Flood Insurance Market Parity & 
Modernization Act

• S. 1313, Flood Insurance Affordability & 
Sustainability Act

• S. 1368, Sustainable, Affordable, Fair, & Efficient 
(SAFE) National Flood Insurance Program 
Reauthorization Act

• S. 1445, Repeatedly Flooded Communities 
Preparation Act

• S. 1507, State Flood Mitigation Revolving Fund Act
• S. 1571,  untitled bill to reauthorize the National 

Flood Insurance Program, and for other purposes













H.R. 1558 --Royce/Blumenauer
S. 1445 -- Scott/Schatz









Velma Smith
vsmith@pewtrusts.org
202-887-8859
www.pewtrusts.org/flood-prepared-
communities 
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