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NEW RESEARCH FINDS INCREASED INTEREST IN SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND MATH 

AMONG LATINO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  
 

Hispanic Heritage Foundation Commissions Study by NRCCUA in an Effort to Encourage Students’ 
Transition into College and Workforce 

 
WASHINGTON – The Hispanic Heritage Foundation (HHF) and the National Research Center for 
College & University Admissions (NRCCUA) announced today the results of a new study which found 
Latino high school students over the past six years are increasingly more interested in math, science and 
engineering subjects with a decrease in technology.   The trend was presented during the Latino Leaders 
Network Issues Hour in Washington, D.C., hosted by ExxonMobil, HHF and Latino Leaders Network.  A 
panel discussion immediately followed the research findings with the theme of Latinos and S.T.E.M. 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 
 
“The good news is that Latino youth have a rising interest in subjects dealing with science, math and 
engineering,” said José Antonio Tijerino, president and CEO of HHF.  “However, it is a call to action for 
Hispanic-serving organizations like ours, educational institutions and associations and corporate 
America’s industry leaders, like ExxonMobil, to collectively transition this ‘interest’ into a college 
education with a major in the S.T.E.M. areas, and then provide career opportunities in these important 
fields.  With baby-boomers soon leaving the workforce, America needs to invest in the next generation 
and this study shows the burgeoning Latino community is a great place to start.” 
 
Studies have shown that the United States will face a critical shortage of engineers, scientists and other 
technically-trained workers in the near future.  The following graphs illustrate the key findings of the 
study conducted by NRCCUA, which gathers information on high school students’ attitudes and opinions 
on educational plans and discipline-specific issues from nearly 5.5 million students in over 20,000 public 
and private high schools nationally. A sample of more than 50,000 high school students is used for every 
subgroup, and each subgroup is defined by a combination of graduation year and ethnicity.   
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“These results show a dramatic reduction in interest as students move through the secondary education 
program,” said Ryan Munce, assistant vice president of educational research at NRCCUA. “This solidifies 
the need to provide more encouragement and support to these specific students earlier than we had 
previously thought.” 
 
Touching on these key findings, panelists raised important questions on how to bridge the gap between 
Hispanic high school students’ interest and college achievement.  The panel included: Dr. Gerald 
Wheeler, president, National Science Teachers Association; Eletha Flores, 2006 National Hispanic 
Heritage Youth Awards recipient and student at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT); Dr. Inés 
Cifuentes, internationally-respected seismologist and Hispanic Heritage Awards honoree for Math and 
Science; John Winn, national director of training and incentive programs, National Math and Science 
Initiative; and a representative from Congressman Rubén Hinojosa’s office (D-Tex.).  
 
Following the Issues Hour, ExxonMobil co-hosted a Latino Leaders Youth Luncheon in celebration of the 
10th Anniversary of HHF’s Youth Awards, which featured the 2007 National Youth Awardees, past 
Hispanic Heritage awardees and Actor Wilmer Valderrama. 
 
The Hispanic Heritage Foundation is a 501c3 nonprofit organization which identifies, inspires, promotes 
and prepares Latino leaders through national leadership, educational, and workforce programs. For more 
information please visit www.HispanicHeritage.org.     



Latino Leaders Network Issues Hour -- 4 of 4  
 

The National Research Center for College & University Admissions (NRCCUA) is a non-profit education 
research organization. For over 35 years, NRCCUA has conducted the largest nationwide survey of high 
school students, which serves as a communications link between college-bound high school students and 
public and private colleges and universities (visit www.nrccua.org). 
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