On Monday July 30, 2007 the House Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee met for the second time to study the Commonwealth's mental health laws and system of mental health care. The meeting was held in House Room D of the General Assembly Building in Richmond. Following opening remarks by the chairman, the committee heard four presentations.

Overview of Involuntary Commitment Laws in Other States 

Ms. Sarah Steverman of the National Conference of State Legislatures presented information on other states' mental health laws generally and involuntary commitment laws specifically. 
Virginia Hospital and Healthcare Association

Mr. Kevin Young, Executive Director of the Medicine Center for Excellence and Neuroscience Center for Excellence at Valley Health Winchester Medical Center, presented general information about private inpatient psychiatric facilities in Virginia, gave an overview of the role of private facilities in the Commonwealth's civil commitment process, and offered some general observations about the Commonwealth's mental health system, from the private provider perspective. 

Virginia Residential Psychiatric Treatment Association

Mr. Jim Council, Executive Director of the Virginia Residential Psychiatric Treatment Association (VRPTA), presented information on youth suicide prevention. Mr. Kevin Burgess, CEO of North Spring Behavioral Health Care, Inc. and Chairman of VRPTA, then described the role and function of the Virginia Residential Psychiatric Treatment Association and its members.  VRPTA members provide clinical interventions conducted by psychiatrists, psychologists, licensed clinical specialists, nurses, and mental health specialists, and educational interventions for children ages nine through 22 with a primary psychiatric diagnosis and a behavior history of putting themselves or others at risk.  Eight percent of VRPTA programs are funded by the State Medicaid Program, Mr. Burgess reported, decreasing dependence on local funding.  VRPTA members work in tandem with Community Services Boards to provide cost effective treatment options for the children served, he stated. 
Strengthening Behavioral Health Care 

Dr. Lawrence Goldman of Value Options, Inc. discussed options for the customized delivery of mental health services in Virginia, highlighting the need for and potential to include technological innovation, flexibility, and responsiveness to consumers and family members.  
Next Meeting
The next meeting of the House Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee will be held Thursday, September 6, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in House Room D of the General Assembly Building in Richmond. 
