No Excuse Absentee Ballot History in Virginia 1999-2004

2003
	HJ 576 Study; absentee voting eligibility criteria. 
Patron - Robert D. Orrock, Sr. (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Study; absentee voting eligibility criteria. Requests the State Board of Elections to study absentee voting eligibility criteria. The Board shall examine absentee ballot eligibility requirements in other states and determine the rationale for the inclusion or exclusion of certain groups and circumstances not currently covered by Virginia law, including, but not limited to, persons who are 65 years of age or older. The Board shall evaluate the current criteria and determine if any changes to the criteria are needed to better serve the needs of the citizens of the Commonwealth. 

Full text:
01/08/03 House: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/03/03 035217876

Status:
01/08/03 House: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/03/03 035217876
01/08/03 House: Referred to Committee on Rules
01/28/03 House: Tabled in Rules (17-Y 0-N)
2001
	HB 2781 Elections; "no excuse" absentee voting. 
Patron - Viola O. Baskerville (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Elections; "no excuse" absentee voting. Provides that qualified voters may vote absentee for any reason. The bill eliminates the present statutory list of specific reasons entitling a voter to cast an absentee ballot. Several special provisions concerning military and overseas absentee voters are consolidated in one new provision. 

Full text:
01/19/01 House: Presented & ordered printed 016233624

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+HB2781F122+PDF"  (impact statement) 

Status:
01/19/01 House: Presented & ordered printed 016233624
01/19/01 House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
02/01/01 House: Stricken at request of Patron in P. & E. (23-Y 0-N)
	HB 2792 Absentee voting procedures; in-person absentee voting. 
Patron - Barnie K. Day (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Absentee voting procedures; in-person absentee voting. Provides for "no excuse" in-person absentee voting during the period from the 25th day before a general election through the third day before the election. The bill requires the general registrar's office to be open for in-person absentee voting at least 20 hours during non-business hours in the 25 days before the election. 

Full text:
01/19/01 House: Presented & ordered printed 019240708

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+HB2792F122+PDF"  (impact statement) 

Status:
01/19/01 House: Presented & ordered printed 019240708
01/19/01 House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/23/01 House: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (HB2792)
02/01/01 House: Tabled in Privileges & Elections (12-Y 10-N)
	SB 893 Absentee voting procedures; in-person absentee voting. 
Patron - W. Roscoe Reynolds (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as passed Senate: (all summaries)
Absentee voting procedures; in-person absentee voting. Provides for "no excuse" in-person absentee voting during the period from the 25th day before the November election through the third day before the election. 

Full text:
01/10/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/05/01 014622524

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+SB893F122+PDF"  (impact statement) 
02/02/01 Senate: Printed as engrossed 014622524-E

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+SB893FE122+PDF"  (impact statement) 

Amendments:
Senate amendments
Senate amendments rejected

Status:
01/10/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/05/01 014622524
01/10/01 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/16/01 Senate: Reported from P. & E. with amendments (9-Y 5-N)
01/17/01 Senate: Constitutional reading dispensed (39-Y 0-N)
01/17/01 Senate: VOTE: CONST. RDG. DISPENSED R (39-Y 0-N)
01/19/01 Senate: Read second time
01/19/01 Senate: Passed by for the day
01/22/01 Senate: Read second time
01/22/01 Senate: Reading of amendments waived
01/22/01 Senate: Committee amendments agreed to 


[Note: Committee amendments were technical.]
01/22/01 Senate: Amendments by Sen. Watkins offered

AMENDMENT(S) REJECTED BY THE SENATE 

SEN. WATKINS 

Line 178, introduced, after line 177 

insert 

That this act shall become effective January 1, 2003. 

01/22/01 Senate: Motion to rerefer to committee agreed to (22-Y 17-N)
01/22/01 Senate: VOTE: REREFER TO COMMITTEE (22-Y 17-N)
01/22/01 Senate: Referred to Committee on Finance
02/01/01 Senate: Reported from Finance (16-Y 0-N)
02/02/01 Senate: Read second time
02/02/01 Senate: Passed by temporarily
02/02/01 Senate: Reading of amendment waived
02/02/01 Senate: Amendment by Sen. Watkins rejected
02/02/01 Senate: Engrossed by Senate as amended
02/02/01 Senate: Printed as engrossed 014622524-E
02/05/01 Senate: Read third time and passed Senate (32-Y 7-N)
02/05/01 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE (32-Y 7-N)
02/05/01 Senate: Communicated to House
02/09/01 House: Placed on Calendar
02/09/01 House: Read first time
02/09/01 House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
02/19/01 House: Tabled in Privileges & Elections (12-Y 9-N)
	SB 1216 Absentee voting privileges and applications. 
Patron - Mary Margaret Whipple (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Absentee voting privileges and applications. Provides that a voter may vote absentee, although not absent from his county or city, if circumstances associated with his work or business prevent him from voting in person. The bill replaces a more limited provision that entitles a voter to vote absentee if he will be at his place of work 11 or more of the 13 hours that the polls are open. 

Full text:
01/10/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/10/01 016018564

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+SB1216F122+PDF"  (impact statement) 

Status:
01/10/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed, prefiled 01/10/01 016018564
01/10/01 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/18/01 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1216)
01/23/01 Senate: Passed by indefinitely in P. & E. (9-Y 4-N)
	SB 1373 Elections; "no excuse" absentee voting. 
Patron - Linda T. (Toddy) Puller (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Elections; "no excuse" absentee voting. Provides that qualified voters may vote absentee for any reason. The bill eliminates the present statutory list of specific reasons entitling a voter to cast an absentee ballot. Several special provisions concerning military and overseas absentee voters are consolidated in one new provision. This bill is the same as HB 2781. 

Full text:
01/19/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 018672448

 HYPERLINK "http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?011+oth+SB1373F122+PDF"  (impact statement) 

Status:
01/19/01 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 018672448
01/19/01 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/23/01 Senate: Fiscal impact statement from DPB (SB1373)
01/23/01 Senate: Passed by indefinitely in P. & E. (10-Y 3-N 1-A)
2000
	HB 682 Absentee voting by election officials. 
Patron - Allen L. Louderback (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as passed House: (all summaries)
Absentee voting. Provides that employees of and volunteers for the offices of local electoral boards, registrars, and the State Board of Elections, who have office duties on election day, may vote by absentee ballot. The bill also creates, for certain military and overseas voters who file one application for all elections in a calendar year, an exception to the rule that absentee ballot applications will not be accepted more than 10 months before an election. 

Full text:
01/21/00 House: Presented & ordered printed 005076200

Amendments:
Senate amendments
Senate amendments engrossed
Conference amendments
Conference amendments rejected

Status:
01/21/00 House: Presented & ordered printed 005076200
01/21/00 House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/25/00 House: Assigned to P. & E. sub-committee: 2
02/07/00 House: Reported from Privileges and Elections (23-Y 0-N)
02/08/00 House: Read first time
02/09/00 House: Read second time and engrossed
02/10/00 House: Read third time and passed House (Block Vote) (99-Y 0-N)
02/10/00 House: VOTE: BLOCK VOTE PASSAGE (99-Y 0-N)
02/10/00 House: Communicated to Senate
02/11/00 Senate: Constitutional reading dispensed
02/11/00 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
02/17/00 Senate: Assigned to P. & E. sub-committee: 3
02/29/00 Senate: Reported from Privileges and Elections (13-Y 0-N)
03/01/00 Senate: Const. reading disp., passed by for the day (40-Y 0-N)
03/01/00 Senate: VOTE: CONST. RDG. DISPENSED R (40-Y 0-N)
03/02/00 Senate: Read third time
03/02/00 Senate: Reading of amendment waived
03/02/00 Senate: Amendment by Sen. Whipple offered
03/02/00 Senate: Passed by for the day
03/03/00 Senate: Read third time
03/03/00 Senate: Passed by for the day
03/06/00 Senate: Read third time
03/06/00 Senate: Reading of amendment waived
03/06/00 Senate: Amendment by Sen. Whipple agreed to (21-Y 18-N)
03/06/00 Senate: VOTE: FLOOR AMEND 1 (21-Y 18-N)
03/06/00 Senate: Engrossed by Senate as amended
03/06/00 Senate: Passed Senate with amendment (39-Y 0-N)
03/06/00 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE R (39-Y 0-N)
FLOOR AMENDMENT (WHIPPLE) AGREED TO BY SENATE 

1. Page 1, engrossed, after line 42 

insert 

9. Any duly registered person who anticipates he will be unable to go to the polls on the day of the election because of personal or business obligations that jeopardize his ability to vote in person. 

03/07/00 House: Placed on Calendar
03/08/00 House: Pending question ordered
03/08/00 House: Senate amendment rejected by House (45-Y 52-N)
03/08/00 House: VOTE: ADOPTION (45-Y 52-N)
03/09/00 Senate: Senate insisted on amendment (24-Y 16-N)
03/09/00 Senate: VOTE: INSIST & REQUEST (24-Y 16-N)
03/09/00 Senate: Senate requested conference committee
03/09/00 House: House acceded to request
03/09/00 House: Conferees appointed by House
03/09/00 House: Delegates: Louderback, Ware, Cox
03/09/00 Senate: Conferees appointed by Senate
03/09/00 Senate: Senators: Martin, Bolling, Forbes
03/10/00 House: Conference report agreed to by House (56-Y 37-N)
03/10/00 House: VOTE: ADOPTION (56-Y 37-N)
03/10/00 Senate: Reading of conference report waived

JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

We, the conferees, appointed by the respective bodies to consider and report upon the disagreeing vote on House Bill No. 682, report as follows:  We recommend that the Senate Amendment be rejected. 

03/10/00 Senate: Conference report rejected by Senate (12-Y 25-N)
03/10/00 Senate: VOTE: CONF. COMMITTEE RPT (12-Y 25-N)
03/10/00 Senate: Motion for second com. of conf. agreed to (24-Y 13-N)
03/10/00 Senate: VOTE: REQUEST 2ND CONF. (24-Y 13-N)
03/10/00 House: Motion to request 2nd Comm. of Conf. laid on table
03/10/00 House: Failed to pass in House
1999
	SB 359 Elections; absentee voting. 
Patron - Mary Margaret Whipple (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as introduced:
Elections; absentee voting. Provides that qualified voters may vote absentee for any reason. The bill eliminates the present statutory list of specific reasons entitling a voter to cast an absentee ballot. Several special provisions concerning military and overseas absentee voters are consolidated in one new provision. 

Full text:
01/22/98 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 986580758

Status:
01/22/98 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 986580758
01/22/98 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
02/03/98 Senate: Continued to 1999 in P. & E. (12-Y 0-N)
12/15/98 Senate: Left in Privileges and Elections
	SB 1122 Absentee voting and applications for absentee ballots. 
Patron - Mary Margaret Whipple (all patrons)    .....    notes 




Summary as passed: (all summaries)
Absentee voting and applications for absentee ballots. Allows a person to vote absentee if he anticipates that business or personal obligations may jeopardize his ability to vote in person on election day. For example, a person whose work and commuting schedule may not allow him to get to the polls on election day will be able to vote absentee, or a parent with family obligations that jeopardize his ability to get to the polls on election day will be able to vote absentee. 

Full text:
01/21/99 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 997064833
03/02/99 Senate: Bill text as passed Senate and House (SB1122ER)

Amendments:
Governor's veto explanation

Status:
01/21/99 Senate: Presented & ordered printed 997064833
01/21/99 Senate: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
01/26/99 Senate: Reported from Privileges and Elections (13-Y 0-N)
01/27/99 Senate: Constitutional reading dispensed (39-Y 0-N)
01/27/99 Senate: VOTE: CONST. RDG. DISPENSED R (39-Y 0-N)
01/28/99 Senate: Read second time and engrossed
01/29/99 Senate: Read third time and passed Senate (40-Y 0-N)
01/29/99 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE R (40-Y 0-N)
01/29/99 Senate: Communicated to House
02/01/99 House: Placed on Calendar
02/02/99 House: Read first time
02/02/99 House: Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
02/12/99 House: Assigned to P. & E. sub-committee: 2
02/17/99 House: Reported from Privileges and Elections (14-Y 10-N)
02/18/99 House: Read second time
02/19/99 House: Passed by for the day
02/22/99 House: Read third time
02/22/99 House: Passed House (57-Y 42-N)
02/22/99 House: VOTE: PASSAGE (57-Y 42-N)
03/02/99 Senate: Bill text as passed Senate and House (SB1122ER)
03/03/99 Senate: Enrolled
03/03/99 Senate: Signed by President
03/05/99 House: Signed by Speaker
03/29/99 Governor: Vetoed by Governor
04/07/99 Senate: Motion to override Governor's veto rejected (18-Y 22-N)
04/07/99 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE-ENROLLED BILL (18-Y 22-N)
04/07/99 Senate: Rec. of defeat. action agreed to by Senate (40-Y 0-N)
04/07/99 Senate: VOTE: RECONSIDER (40-Y 0-N)
04/07/99 Senate: Motion to override Governor's veto rejected (19-Y 21-N)
04/07/99 Senate: VOTE: PASSAGE-ENROLLED BILL (19-Y 21-N)
04/07/99 Senate: Senate sustained Governor's veto

GOVERNOR'S VETO 

Pursuant to § 6 of Article V of the Constitution of Virginia, I am vetoing Senate Bill 1122, which is attached hereto. 

In the electoral process, we continually strive to strike a balance between increasing voter participation by reducing barriers to access, and maintaining the integrity of the system as a whole. 

The absentee balloting process is available specifically to aid those, who through no fault of their own or by special circumstance, are prevented from voting in person on Election Day. It is also limited in application to ensure that we have appropriate checks and balances in place to protect against the very real potential for abuse. 

Senate Bill 1122 would allow persons to vote absentee if they "anticipate" that business or personal obligations may jeopardize their ability to vote in person on Election Day. This language is so broad however; it would essentially allow absentee voting for any reason whatsoever. 

There is a school of thought, which holds that voting must be made as convenient, as possible to ensure maximum participation. Voter apathy, however, stems not from the inconvenience of voting, but rather an electorate that has lost sight of its significance. 

Accordingly, I am returning this bill without my signature. 

