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Meeting Summary 

 
• Call to order, roll call: Roll call, chairman's welcome, introduction of legislative and 

citizen members of the advisory committee. 
 
Delegate Cosgrove welcomed the advisory committee and began the meeting by describing the 
efforts of the local delegation that resulted in the appropriations for modeling and simulation in 
the 2006-2008 budget.  
 

• Overview of the role of JCOTS advisory committees: JCOTS staff will provide an 
overview of the role of JCOTS and its advisory committees, the advisory committee 
process, and other administrative matters. 

 
The advisory committee introduction is available on the JCOTS website, 

 
• Overview of modeling and simulation appropriations in the 2006-2008 

Budget: JCOTS staff will highlight appropriations for the modeling and simulation 
industry and public universities. There will be time for an open discussion allowing 
members of the advisory committee to provide feedback on the funding priorities listed in 
the budget.  

 
Patrick Cushing, Staff Attorney reviewed modeling and simulation appropriations in the 2006-
2008 Budget (presentation available on the JCOTS website). The advisory committee expressed 
interest in the money allocated for the Commonwealth Technology Research Fund (CTRF) and how 
that money would be spent. The advisory committee requested a representative from the Center 
for Innovative Technology (CIT) be available to discuss how the money in the CTRF would be 
administered. The advisory committee also wanted to know how modeling and simulation was 
defined in the budget.  
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• Discussion & formulation of work plan: This is an opportunity for a "round table" 

discussion by the members of the advisory committee.  Members may use this 
opportunity to state issues that they would like to see addressed by the group during its 
study, as well as formulate a work plan for future meetings. 

 
John Sokolowski gave an overview on how ODU and VMASC planned to use the money 
appropriated in the 2006-2008 budget. Delegate Cosgrove asked Mr. Sokolowski how 
industry would benefit from the money appropriated to VMASC. Mr. Sokolowski responded 
that VMASC will be able to increase faculty and generate more graduates for employment in 
the Hampton Roads area. Additionally VMASC works with over 40 industries and businesses 
that will benefit from greater opportunities to partner on specific projects. 
 
Moving from VMASC, Delegate Cosgrove asked Jason Gray if there were any opportunities to 
leverage funds with federal Plus-Ups. Mr. Gray responded that JFCOM was the only entity 
eligible right now. Mr. Gray expressed his opinion that modeling and simulation needs to be 
taught in the middle and high school level to generate the interest at the college level. Mark 
Phillips added that VMASC and ODU formerly operate a program called SimCamp for grades 
K-12, but due to the lack of modeling and simulation undergraduates and graduates the 
program was discontinued. Delegate Cosgrove stressed the need for properly trained 
teachers to teach modeling and simulation in K-12 classes. Mark Phillips mentioned ODU's and 
Tidewater Community College's distance learning program as a possible resource. 
 
Mary Kasarda identified grades four through six as the grades when students lose interest in 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). Dr. Thomas Mastaglio stressed the need 
to teach students modeling and simulation across all subjects to help students retain interest 
in STEM subjects. Mark Phillips briefly discussed Open Croquet, a collaborative environment 
application that could be used to help teach students modeling and simulation concepts. The 
advisory committee noted that Standards of Learning (SOL) would pose a barrier to teaching 
modeling and simulation in K-12. 
 
The advisory committee then raised the question of whether Hampton Roads is effectively 
marketing its modeling and simulation capabilities. Steve DelBianco introduced the idea of 
developing some type of commercial to generate interest in the Hampton Roads area. Mark 
Phillips mentioned the idea of getting some of the major corporations in the area to help pay 
for a commercial.  
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The advisory committee next discussed the potential use of gaming to get kids interested in 
modeling and simulation, Vivek Kundra, Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Trade, 
suggested the idea of finding an industry that is a heavy user of modeling and simulation, 
such as film or gaming, and develop a marketing strategy that can bring money from these 
industries to Virginia. Mr. Kundra cited California as an example- the film industry is 
contributing large amounts of money to the state and private industry to develop modeling 
and simulation capabilities. 
 
Mary Kasarda added that the industry needs to recruit more women. One way of doing that 
would be to advertise that modeling and simulation is a tool that is often used to help people 
and help society. This concept could be a theme in a commercial marketing modeling and 
simulation.  
 
• Public comment: Members of the public be given the opportunity to express their views 

about the advisory committee and its work. 
 
• Actions for next meeting: The chairman may wish to direct staff and members of the 

advisory committee to follow up on particular items for the next meeting of the group. 
 

1. Staff: Organize a presentation by CIT on the CTRF. 
2. Staff: How is modeling and simulation defined in the budget? 
3. Staff: What would be the steps in developing a commercial for modeling and simulation? 
4. Staff: Work with NASA's STEM Workgroup and update the advisory committee at the 

next meeting. 
5. Dr. Thomas Mastaglio: Presentation on ModSim 2007. 

 


