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South CarolinaSouth Carolina
•• South Carolina Makes Electronic Postmarked ESouth Carolina Makes Electronic Postmarked E--Mail Equivalent to Mail Equivalent to 

Certified or Registered Mail News Story Certified or Registered Mail News Story Jul 27 2004Jul 27 2004 EE--mail using mail using 
United States Postal Service (United States Postal Service (USPSUSPS) electronic postmark () electronic postmark (EPMEPM) ) 
service has been added to South Carolina's recently adopted service has been added to South Carolina's recently adopted 
Uniform Electronic Transactions Act (UETA), as an alternative toUniform Electronic Transactions Act (UETA), as an alternative to
certified or registered U.S. mail for certain types of electronicertified or registered U.S. mail for certain types of electronic c 
communications, and carries the same force of law and legal effecommunications, and carries the same force of law and legal effect ct 
as those physical mail services.as those physical mail services.

•• UETA provides a legal frameworkUETA provides a legal framework for electronic transactions, for electronic transactions, 
and gives electronic signatures and records the same validity anand gives electronic signatures and records the same validity and d 
enforceability as manual signatures and paperenforceability as manual signatures and paper--based transactions.based transactions.

•• The South Carolina legislation states that the "United States PoThe South Carolina legislation states that the "United States Postal stal 
Service electronic postmark means an electronic service providedService electronic postmark means an electronic service provided by by 
the United States Postal Service that the United States Postal Service that provides evidentiary proofprovides evidentiary proof
that an electronic document existed in a certain form at a certathat an electronic document existed in a certain form at a certain in 
time and the electronic document was opened or the contents of time and the electronic document was opened or the contents of 
the electronic document were displayed at a time and date the electronic document were displayed at a time and date 
documented by the United States Post Office." documented by the United States Post Office." 



Postal Service Offers Certified Email
Dateline: 05/18/00

"I swear, I never got that email!" How many of us have heard (or tried) that one 
before?
Fact is, the email simply does not always go through. The recent "Love Bug" virus
resulted in the loss of untold thousands of email messages around the world.
Now, however, the U.S. Postal service offers customers the ability to send "certified" e-
mail.
As an enhancement to its already fairly impressive Internet presence the USPS has just 
activated the Post Electronic Courier Service (PosteCS) which enables customers to 
create and send messages via the Internet through a postal account and the USPS 
data center. Customers don’t need an Internet service provider to send electronic 
messages.
From any computer that can access the World Wide Web, users can access the 
PosteCS system at www.framed.usps.com/postecs to send and receive certified email. 
When you register to use the PosteCS certified email system, you get a 30-day free 
trial of the service that will eventually cost $1.70 per transaction.

Real or Not?Real or Not?



PKI carries the mail for U.S. Postal ServicePKI carries the mail for U.S. Postal Service

News Story by News Story by Jaikumar VijayanJaikumar Vijayan

JULY 09, 2001JULY 09, 2001 (COMPUTERWORLD)(COMPUTERWORLD) -- At a time At a time 
when most privatewhen most private--sector corporations are still sector corporations are still 
figuring out ways to exploit publicfiguring out ways to exploit public--key key 
infrastructure (infrastructure (PKIPKI) technology, the ) technology, the U.S. Postal U.S. Postal 
Service is quietly forging aheadService is quietly forging ahead with a project with a project 
that uses PKI services to secure vital that uses PKI services to secure vital 
governmentgovernment--toto--government and governmentgovernment and government--toto--
consumer transactionsconsumer transactions



Providers?Providers?

•• PosteCS systemPosteCS system -- File or Page File or Page 

Requested Not FoundRequested Not Found

•• www.rpost.comwww.rpost.com
•• www.pointofmail.comwww.pointofmail.com
•• www.ecarboncopy.comwww.ecarboncopy.com

But . . .



PosteCS became EPMPosteCS became EPM
http://www.usps.com/electronicpostmark/welcome.htmhttp://www.usps.com/electronicpostmark/welcome.htm









VirginiaVirginia
First State to Adopt UETA

Digital Signatures I N I T I A T I V E :
AN ENTERPRISE SOLUTION OF TRUST

Executive Summary of Findings and Recommendations
September 2000

Shelved

My Virginia PinMy Virginia Pin
ShelvedShelved

Web ServicesWeb Services
ShelvedShelved



Then & NowThen & Now

•• IssuesIssues
–– No Centralized No Centralized 

OwnershipOwnership
–– MeansMeans
–– CostCost
–– PriorityPriority

•• SolutionsSolutions
–– VITAVITA

–– USPS EPMUSPS EPM
–– USPS EPMUSPS EPM
–– Public SafetyPublic Safety
–– Citizen ServicesCitizen Services
–– State to Local & State State to Local & State 

to Federalto Federal
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