VIRGINIA ACADEMY OF
VASEM SciENCE, ENGINEERING AND MEDICINE

Dear JCOTS Member, 6/1/2016

As you may have already heard, the Virginia Academy of Science, Engineering and Medicine (VASEM)
will assist your team in producing “A Blueprint for the Growth of the Virginia Aviation and Aerospace
Industry,” a study requested by Delegate David Yancey during the 2016 General Assembly session and
which named VASEM as a collaborator. As our participation in this study begins, I'd like to take a
moment to formally introduce you to VASEM.

The Virginia Academy was created in response to efforts in other states to promote Virginia as a high-
technology destination, to convene expertise across the disciplines and industries to address critical
issues, and to honor and promote Virginia’s high-technology community. For the purposes of this study,
we are here to provide you, citizen-legislators, access to Virginia’s technology leaders (and others) to
address issues that you have deemed critical to the Commonwealth.

We’ve been called the “brain trust of Virginia.” VASEM members are the technology leaders in the
nation, as recognized by membership in the National Academies (Science, Engineering, and Medicine),
from both industry and academia who live and work here in Virginia. In academe, our members have
operated significant research enterprises within the academic institutions in the Commonwealth. In
industry, our members lead major corporations such as Northrop Grumman, Orbital Sciences, and
Google. In addition, our members are well connected to the nation’s high-technology community.

Other states have also created such organizations. Texas, California, and at least 8 other states have
similar efforts to promote their high-technology community. We know that Virginia has some of the best
research and development and institutions in the country. But without a 21 century plan to promote
their efforts and connect our leaders, we are leaving opportunities for collaboration and access to
expertise for legislators like you on the sidelines.

We’re in our 4" year of service. We have successfully produced papers on big data, transportation and
unmanned aerial systems. Our annual summits have produced collaborations and seeded new research
funding. This is our first study at the request of the State. We’re proud to be part of an effort that can
suggest improvements in the stature of the Commonwealth in the aerospace arena.

As we move forward, | encourage each of you to reach out to the Virginia Academy with any questions.
You can reach our Executive Director, Andrew Densmore, at (540) 598-7693 or adensmore@vasem.org.

Sincerely,
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Joe Campbell, President
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