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THE NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

Local Government Regulation of Floodplains 

  

 

 

 
• NFIP is $24 Billion in debt 

 
• Congress passed law reforming the NFIP to 

resolve debt  
• Biggert-Waters  Homeowner Flood Insurance 

Affordability Act (HFIAA) 
 

• Rates are increasing for ALL POLICYHOLDERS  
 

• Some policyholders have been paying way less 
than they should based on flood risk 
• These subsidized policyholders will experience the 

greatest rate increases 
 
 



NFIP: FLOOD INSURANCE REFORMS 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Average Rate Increase = 20% 
 

 
Maximum Rate Increase = 37% 

 

 
 

Source: 
www.davegranlund.com 



THE COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM & CO-BENEFITS 
 

Making the Most of Existing Locality Programs 



THE NFIP COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM  
 

Saving Money and Shorelines 

 

• Voluntary NFIP program offers discounts on 
flood insurance to reward good floodplain 
management within a community 
 

• Various activities to  
improve floodplain 
management/earn credit 
 

• Administered by “community” = government 
division with land use authority (locality) 



MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR CRS PARTICIPATION 

• 500 credit points 
 

• NFIP participation for 1 year 
 

• Full compliance with minimum 
NFIP regulations 
 

• Maintain elevation certificates  
(new construction) 
 

• Meet repetitive loss criteria: 
info gathering, outreach, 
mitigation plan, mapping   
(part of hazmit plan) 
 

• Flood insurance for locality-
owned property in SFHA 
 

• Show LiMWA line on new 
FIRMs 



CRS RATING TABLE 

Class Points Premium Reduction 

1 4500+ 45% 

2 4000-4499 40% 

3 3500-3999 35% 

4 3000-3499 30% 

5 2500-2999 25% 

6 2000-2499 20% 

7 1500-1999 15% 

8 1000-1499 10% 

9 500-999 5% 

10 0-499 0% 



CRS ACTIVITY EXAMPLES & CO-BENEFITS 
 
Get credit for existing local government actions 

• Public Information 
• Outreach, hazard disclosure 

 
• Mapping and Regulations 

• Open space preservation, stormwater 
management regulations, GIS 

 
• Flood Damage Reduction 

• Acquisition/relocation, mitigation, floodplain 
management planning 

 
• Warning and Response 

• Flood emergency management, dams, levees 



VIRGINIA AND THE CRS 

Source: Federal Emergency Management Agency 



CRS COST SAVINGS EXAMPLE: CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH 



CRS MAKES IT INTO THE VIRGINIA CODE  

Code of Virginia § 15.2-2223.3  - 2015 session 

Beginning July 1, 2015, any locality included in the Hampton Roads 
Planning District Commission shall incorporate into the next 
scheduled and all subsequent reviews of its comprehensive plan 
strategies to combat projected relative sea-level rise and recurrent 
flooding. Such review shall be coordinated with the other localities 
in the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission. The 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, the Department of 
Emergency Management, the Marine Resources Commission, Old 
Dominion University, and the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
shall provide technical assistance to any such locality upon 
request.  Where federal regulations as effective July 1, 2015 require 
a local hazard mitigation plan for participation in the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) National Flood Insurance 
Program, such a plan may also be incorporated into the 
comprehensive plan.  For a locality not participating in the 
FEMA Community Rating System, the comprehensive plan 
may include an action plan and time frame for such 
participation.  



LOCAL GOVERNMENTS NEED SUPPORT 

 
• VA Department of Conservation and Recreation’s 

Floodplain Management Division has limited resources 
available for CRS program assistance 
 

• CRS User Groups help provide limited support  
 

• Need studies to convince skeptical localities of program’s 
success in protecting against flood damage 

 
• Need greater assistance to ensure success in program 



 

 

 

 

THANK YOU - QUESTIONS? 

Mary-Carson S. Stiff, CFM, JD 

mc.stiff@wetlandswatch.org 


