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VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Workgroup 1. Coordination

 Location, event, and information coordination throughout the
Commonwealth (including coordinating museums, battlefields,
parks, activities, etc.)

» Local sesquicentennial committees




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Workgroup 2: Signhature Events and Activities

 Establishment of unifying themes, stories, and goals for the
commemoration (to tie together signature events, grant recipient

programs, etc.)

 Commission-sponsored events, lectures, symposia, films, battlefield
tours, etc.




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
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Workgroup 3: Education

* [nvolvement of schools, students, teachers, administration, and PTAs

« SOL review and resources, curriculum framework, resources for teachers,
etc.

 Teacher institutes




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Accomplishments of First Year

. Adopted vision statement and logo: “Understanding Our Past, Embracing Our Future”
. Established goals for the commemoration:
1. Diversity: The commemoration will be inclusive of, and meaningful to, all Virginians,
particularly:

Diverse racial and ethnic groups;
Immigrants and citizens who do not have a hereditary link to the American Civil War; and
. Young people who do not understand the relevance of the American Civil War to today's population
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Accomplishments of First Year

» Established a website: www.virginiacivilwar.org

 Encouraged other states to begin planning; offered technical assistance; monitored
planning at the federal level
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Centennial Center




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Plans in Development

Coordination: The Commission will lead the linkage, coordination, unification, and support
of existing museums and sites, in lieu of building a new facility. The Commission will
promote Civil War museums and sites through an interactive website, computer kiosks,
maps and brochures at Welcome Centers and locations throughout the state. The goal
will be to make it easy for visitors and citizens to identify and plan visits around the
Commonwealth. Each locality will be asked to form a local sesquicentennial committee.

Traveling museum exhibition: The Commission will work with the Virginia Historical




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Plans under Discussion

Digitization project: Launch a major initiative to collect, catalog, preserve and digitally
scan Civil War documents and artifacts (coordinated by VHS and the Library of Virginia).
May be combined with the HistoryMobile to facilitate ease of scanning original documents.

Grants: Establish a fund to award competitive grants for a variety of Civil War 150 programs,
iIncluding teacher workshops, in-school activities, conferences, exhibits, speakers' bureaus,
etc.
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION

Centennial Civil War Commission

e Created in 1958

e Mission: Inspiration
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Vision statement adopted by Centennial Commission

1. To Honor our heroes

2. To Promoted Virginia as the place to come during the Centennial
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Centennial Program in the Schools

“This Is the greatest opportunity of the Centennial — a
chance to channel the natural interest of the young in the
Civil War into an understanding of the philosophy and
iIdeas of American Democracy.”
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Centennial Program in the Schools
“What is it that we want to put across to our students?”

1. The importance, the fascination and the drama of history.

2. The gqualities of life that are needed for a worthwhile and
meaningful existence and the preservation of our society.

3. Respect for heroes and patriotism.
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Centennial Program in the Schools
Suggested Tools to Interpret the Civil War

1. The classroom: teaching, visiting lecturers, films, special
materials

2. Drama: Plays written by/for the students and performed by them
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Centennial Program in the Schools
Suggested Tools to Interpret the Civil War

6. Tours of battlefields, museums, and other places where history is
made real.

7.  Civil War discussion groups formed among young people to
discuss the lives of men and women under the stress of war.







