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Commission established by HB 1440 (2006)

Commission membership:
Speaker William J. Howell, Chair
Sen. John H. Chichester, Vice Chair Sen. R. Creigh Deeds
Del. Albert C. Eisenberg Sen. Janet D. Howell




VIRGINIA SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COMMISSION
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

4 N

- Sesquicentennial
Executive q S Staff-
Committee CO MMISSION Division of Legislative Services
Chair: Sen. Chichester Housg Clerk’s Offict_a
Vice-Chair: Speaker Howell Senate Finance Committee
Chair: Speaker William J. Howell House Appropriations Committee
Vice-Chair: Sen. John H. Chichester

\_ Y,
o

Workgroup 1: Workgroup 2: Workgroup 3:
Coordination Signature Events Education

Advisory
Council

R S Gl Chair: Del. Algie Howell

L Staff contact: Cheryl Jackson Staff contact; Brenda Edwards Liaison: Dr. Sandy Treadway

taff contact: Hudaidah Bhimdj

Local

Sesquicentennial
Committees
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Workgroup 1: Coordination

Location, event, and information coordination throughout the Commonwealth (including coordinating museums, battlefields,
parks, actlvmes)

. Local sesquicentennial committees

. Other states' sesquicentennial commissions

. National sesquicentennial planning and events

. Welcome Center information, kiosks, and/or orientation film
. Website, publications, etc.

Workgroup 2: Signature Events and Activities

. Establishment of unifyi)ng themes, stories, and goals for the commemoration (to tie together signature events, grant recipient
programs, etc.

. Commission-sponsored events, lectures, symposia, films, battlefield tours, etc.
. VHS Traveling exhibition
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Accomplishments of First Year

« Adopted vision statement and logo: “Understanding Our Past, Embracing Our Future”
» Established goals for the commemoration:

1. Diversity: The commemoration will be inclusive of, and meaningful to, all Virginians, particularly:

Diverse racial and ethnic groups;
Immigrants and citizens who do not have a hereditary link to the American Civil War; and
* Young people who do not understand the relevance of the American Civil War to today's population
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Accomplishments of First Year

» Established a website: www.virginiacivilwar.org

 Encouraged other states to begin planning; offered technical assistance; monitored
planning at the federal level
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Centennial Center
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Signature Events: Plans in Development

Coordination: The Commission will lead the linkage, coordination, unification, and support
of existing museums and sites, in lieu of building a new facility. The Commission will
promote Civil War museums and sites through an interactive website, computer kiosks,
maps and brochures at Welcome Centers and locations throughout the state. The goal
will be to make it easy for visitors and citizens to identify and plan visits around the
Commonwealth.

Traveling museum exhibition: The Commission will work with the Virginia Historical
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Signature Events: Plans under Discussion

Digitization project: Launch a major initiative to collect, catalog, preserve and digitally
scan Civil War documents and artifacts (coordinated by VHS and the Library of Virginia).
May be combined with the HistoryMobile to facilitate ease of scanning original documents.

Grants: Establish a fund to award competitive grants for a variety of Civil War 150 programs,
iIncluding teacher workshops, in-school activities, conferences, exhibits, speakers' bureaus,
etc.
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Signature Events and Activities: Options
e Signature Conferences

e Signature Tours
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What Lies Ahead for Workgroup 27

e Establish themes to unify commemoration

e Consider and recommend Commission-sponsored
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Centennial Civil War Commission

e Created in 1958

e Mission: Inspiration
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Vision statement adopted by Centennial Commission

1. To Honor our heroes

2. To Promoted Virginia as the place to come during the Centennial
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Centennial Programs

Central program: Activities of statewide significance
sponsored by the Commission
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Centennial Events: Central Program

e Sunday, Jan. 8, 1961.: Official Day of Prayer
e Feb. 4,1961: Peace Convention commemoration

o April 21, 1961: Miss Civil War Centennial crowned
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Centennial Events: Central Program — 1961

o July 22-23: Reenactment of Battle of First Manassas

e August 7: Commemoration of the burning of Hampton
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Centennial Events: Central Program 1962-65

 Feb. 22, 1962: Reenactment of swearing in of Jefferson Davis

 May 1963: Dinner honoring Stonewall Jackson on the centennial of
the Battle of Chancellorsville; 100t anniversary of Jackson’s death

e 1964: Commemoration of Battle of Cold Harbor and Battle of the




What did the Centennial Cost?

Income Expenses
Appropriations: $2,315,000 Centennial Center: $675,000
Revenue from operations: $161,600 Exhibits: $60,000

Motion pictures: $100,000
Observances and publications:







