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Child Support Guidelines Review Panel
June 12, 2012
10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m.
House Room 1, State Capitol

Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Members Not Present:

The Honorable A. Ellen White, Chair Jennifer Crown

Amy Atkinson Hilton W. Graham, II

Craig M. Burshem, Esq. Paul MclL.ean

Heather A. Cooper, Esq. Senator Richard H. Stuart
Delegate G. Manoli Loupassi The Honorable Wilford Taylor, Jr.
Reeves W. Mahoney, Esq. Delegate Ron Villanueva

Jennifer D. Oram-Smith, Esq. Michael Woods

Delegate Vivian E. Watts

Staff Members Present:
Alice G. Burlinson, Esq.
Cynthia G. Coiner
Melody C. McKinley

C. Robert Owen

Welcome Judge White

Judge White welcomed Panel members and staff to today’s meeting.

Announcement and introduction of new members Judge White

Judge White announced the appointment of two new members to the Panel: Delegate Vivian E.
Watts, who has previously served on the Panel, and Senator Richard H. Stuart. Panel members
and staff introduced themselves to Delegate Watts.

Brief recap of November 16, 2011 meeting Alice Butlinson

Ms. Burlinson provided members with an overview of the Panel’s last meeting, when members
reviewed raw data from the survey sent to stakeholders in August 2011. There were 289
respondents, which included 164 attorneys and 85 custodial or noncustodial parents. The survey
was comptised of 26 multiple choice questions on a variety of child support guidelines issues.
Respondents were asked to indicate whether they strongly agreed, agreed, strongly disagreed,
disagreed or were neutral on each issue. Each question also provided an opportunity for
comment. In addition, there were four open-ended questions on general thoughts and
suggestions about the guidelines. Complete survey results can be found on the Panel’s website at
http://dls.state.va.us/ GROUPS/childsupport/meetings /111611 /matetials.htm.

Further analysis of survey results Alice Burlinson

Ms. Butlinson went over a powerpoint presentation which indicated the survey responses to
each of the 26 questions and the percentages of respondents who agreed, disagreed, or were


http://dls.state.va.us/GROUPS/childsupport/meetings/111611/materials.htm

neutral on each question. Ms. Burlinson noted that the survey results are not binding on the
Panel; additionally, the Panel’s decisions at this meeting will be used simply as a starting point to
determine which issues the Panel would like to consider further.

Based on the survey responses for each issue, staff made a recommendation to pursue the issue;
pursue the issue and seek expert advice from economist Dr. Jane Venohr, members of the

Family Bar Coalition and/or other experts; or not pursue the issue. The Panel discussed the
results and voted on how it would like to proceed on each issue. The powerpoint presentation
will be posted to the Panel’s website in the materials section for this meeting.

Identification of issues for further study Alice Burlinson
The tables below reflect the Panel’s votes and chosen course of action for each issue:
PURSUE
Question | Description Motion 2nd Yea Nay
7 D|scret|c?n.t.o orde'r.effectlve date other than filing Burshem Atkinson All
date on initial petition where custody changed
8 Can make modifications effective back to filing date Burshem Cooper 6 1 (Oram-
instead of service date P Smith)
10 Require notice that order remains in effect Atkinson Cooper All
11 Guideline worksheet must be attached to all orders Watts Mahoney All
PURSUE AND SEEK EXPERT ADVICE
EXPERT
Famil
Question Description Venohr amtly Motion 2nd Yea | Nay
1 Existing guidelines appropriate X Atkinson Loupassi All
4 Self-support reserve X N/A N/A All
5 Increase $65 minimum X Atkinson Cooper All
12 Shared custody — 1.4 multiplier should stay the X Atkinson Cooper All
same
13 Shared custody — 90 days should stay the same X Burshem | Mahoney | All
14 Guidelines should include guidance for complex X Mahoney | Burshem All
cases
Add HCC cost back into obligation if NCP is Atkinson Oram-
17 ordered to pay for HCC but does not; AMENDED X (as . All
. .. . Smith
to include same provision for child care costs amended)
Guidelines should provide guidance on payment
. . . Oram-
18 of first $250 unreimbursed medical expenses, X . Cooper All
. . Smith
especially in shared custody cases
24 Consider h{gher cost of I|v.|ng.|n dlfferent. pérts of X Burshem Watts All
state as adjustment to guidelines or deviation
Guidelines should consider disparity in cost of Cooper
25 raising children of different ages; AMENDED to X (as Mahoney | All
consider adding as deviation factor amended)
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DO NOT PURSUE

Question | Description Motion 2nd Yea Nay
2 Must pay minimum amount regardless of income N/A N/A All
3 At set income, no requirement to pay at all N/A N/A All
6 Decrease $65 minimum N/A N/A All
Modifications allowed based on minimum % income Oram-
9 . Cooper All
change — no other proof/change needed Smith
15 Stand-alone child care order Watts Mahoney 6 1 (O.ram-
Smith)
1 (Oram-
16 Stand-alone order for HCC costs Mahoney Burshem 6 Smith)
Guidelines should factor visitation expenses rather Oram-
19 . . . Cooper All
than using as deviation factor Smith
20 Gwdehr;es should f.ac’For private school costs rather Atkinson Ora.m— All
than using as a deviation factor Smith
91 Sh:?\re extraordinary extracurricular expenses relative Atkinson Cooper All
to income
2 In'most casc-?s, 'orders are based on the guidelines Mahoney Burshem All
with no deviation
I S . . Oram-
23 Most deviations from the guidelines are appropriate Atkinson Smith All
. L Oram- .
26 Incorporate automatic cost of living increase Smith Atkinson All
VI.  Plans for September 20" meeting Alice Burlinson

VII.

The next Panel meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2012, from 10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. in
House Room 1, State Capitol. To address issues upon which the Panel wishes to seek expert
advice, members of the Family Bar Coalition will be invited to attend. Ms. Burlinson will contact
Dr. Venohr about the possibility of either attending or sending information for the Panel to
review.

Administrative Issues

Alice Burlinson

e Emails to the Panel: Ms. Burlinson provided a compilation of the emails sent to the Panel’s
email address from November 14, 2011 through April 28, 2012 (identifying information was
removed). Emails which referenced specific cases were referred to the Division. Each person

who sent an email received a return response under Mr. Burshem’s name.

e Retract Public Statement: One citizen who provided a public statement sent an email request
to retract his statement and have it removed from the Panel’s website. Ms. Burlinson advised
the citizen that the Panel would need to consider his request. The Panel agreed to remove
the statement, but, in the interest of transparency, decided to replace it with a notice that the
statement was retracted and removed.

e Travel vouchers and legislators’ per diem: Contact Ms. Burlinson with questions.

06/12/12 Child Support Guidelines Review Panel Meeting

Page 3




VIII. Adjourn Judge White
The Panel adjourned at approximately 12:20 p.m.

Action Items for Staff:
e DPost the following items on the Panel’s website:
o Survey results powerpoint
o Minutes, upon approval of Panel
e Alice Burlinson will contact Dr. Venohr and members of the Family Bar Coalition for their
input at the September 20" meeting.
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