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R COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINTA -

DE’ARTHENT OF TRAHBPORTAT!DN
m::monn. m1muo .

.
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o Dear Property Owners and Tenants BN

‘From"tlme to tlme it is necessary for the Commonwealth of _
o Vlrglma to acquire private propertty. Thls is.an essential part of
- secufing a safe and effectwe transportatlon system forall

Vlrgmlans

_ This brb‘chilre has been created in ordet to assist thdse citi- -

zens affected by the \/irglma Department of Transportatlons

“Right of Way process. Reldcation can be stressful and, dlsrup- <
- tive,but we here at VDOT are strwlng to ensure that all i proper—
Ctyis obtained at fair market prices and that the- transmon is.as

smooth as possrble

’
-

.~ - Sincerely, .

 Philip A.Shucet
. Commissioner
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. INTRODUCTION.

_--prlvate property owners Y

‘x%@ﬁ%xﬁ§ﬁ§§

The Vrrgrnla Department of Transportatron (VDO'D is respon51b1e . |

for building and maintaining the Commonwealth s transportatlon .
system. Transportatron improvements bnng many advantages to an’
area rangmg from shorter rcommutes to 1ncreased busmess actmty

To accomplrsh thrs itis often necessary to acqurre land from

AR o «

Prlvate property rlghts are protected by both the Vlrglnla and

; Urnted States Constrtutlons VDOT respects these fundamental rrghts ;.'

and s, commltted to treatrng all custorners w1th falrness and respect

,

PN

VDOT recogruzes that the acqursmon and relocatlon process
can.create serious 1nconven1ence stress and chsruptron for citizens.

- The; department does its best to ensure that the property is obtalned

I the move as smooth as possrble

:f-process of acqu1r1ng nghtsof way for pubhc 1rnprovement prolects s o

at fair market prices. and that VDOT representatlves work with prop-
erty owners and ténants to make the transactions and transrtlons of

“

This brochure will prov1de you with rnforrnatron about VDO’I‘ 5

In 1t you wrll frnd 1nf0rrnat10n on pubhc hearings, the valuatlon

. | process, negotiations hetween you and the right of way. agent what
- happens if you refuse the state's offe1 1o buy and how the state w111

Lo a5315t you | If you have to rnove :

~ N | : 1
. \ "

In the back of thrs brochure you w1ll flnd the addresses and

o phone numbers of VDOT district offices. The district rrght of Way and |

. ut111t1es managers wrll be glad to a55151: you in: any way p0551b1e

g

How W[LL I BE lNFORMED OF A TRANSPORTAT[ON PROJECT'?

‘g&%%ﬁ& =3 5 i

Pubhc hearlngs are held for* rnany transportatlon pro;ects At -
these comrnunlty meetrngs VDOT representatlves wrll answer your ‘

T
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’ constructlon and fo propose aIternatlves or changes o

_WHAT S EA Ul

questlons and prov1de rnformahon and rnaps on the proposed AN

' constructlon

You wrll have a chance to voice your. oprmons about the
I

After the hearing, you w1ll hat/e 10 calendar days to provrde

comments and/or written documents about the prOJect

Al mformatlon recewed at and after the heanng wrll be carefully
rev1ewed by VDOT ‘A report will be given.to the Cornmonwealth

' Transportahon Board which will make a dec151on to continue, rnod1fy

or abandon the pl’O]eCt
You should be able to get an ldea about how the project wrll
affect you ‘and’ your famrly v , y

, VDOT decrdes whether to hold a hearlng based -on pubhc inter- -
- est and the magnttude of the prolect If:a request for a public hear -
ing is received, notice of trme and place of the heanng will bé: post-
ed as a retail drsplay in your local newspaper thrrty days prior to the
hearing date.-A No‘nce of Wﬂhngness may be used to satisfy the -

g publlc hearrng requ1rement for prO]ects w1th minot lmprovernents. .

When a Not1ce of erhngness is posted and no request for a
publrc hearlng is Teceived, a right of way agerit will contact you at -

some poiilt to answer your quest1ons and explam the planned road b

1mproVement o o . ‘

'BASED 'oN?

 You will receive the fatr market: Value for any property 1nclud1ng B
land or bu1ld1ngs requnred to. burld the prOJect .

To determrne fair market value, a quallfled 1nd1v1duaI values

'_ 'y'our property, using the best 1nformatlon ava1lable They consider
e recent property sales in your communlty and nelghborhood as well -

as bmldmg costs and land values

s

/ .




- How ARE NEGOTIATIONS CARRIED OU'I’P

: ,ttrve will always offer to arrange a personal visit with you to explarn

-

» . the prOJect and the amount of property reguired, -along with any per—

’ WHAT IF I DECIDE TO ACCEPT VDOT's om‘?

PR T G

You may\want to‘pomt out any unusual features of the property ‘.
‘or to provnde information-yau thrnk may help determtne its value _
You will be prov1ded’the opportunrty to accompany thls mdlvrdual -

- N B ! -

“on their VlSit to your property e -

[ - L
. R . L

«' ) Once the valuatron is completed and approved through an inde: .

, pendent review process negotratrons are ready to begm You w1ll be
o provrded W1th a copy of the appreved Value document ‘

-

A E %’&%‘@Qﬁ

Negotlatlons are a cruc1al stage in the acqu1srt10n pr@cess and
sudcessful cornrnumcatron fs essentlal

You may 1n1t1ally be contacted by mail, but Ka VDOT representa— » _'

manent or temporary easements These easemerits. allow utrhtres to

- .usea cegtaln amount of your property to construct their facrlrtles Ve
“+ which must be relocated or for the department to build srdewalks

" slopes or storm dralnage The negotlator will tell you the amount of
the property value offer and discuss how itwas determmed

If you “have any questrons about whit is berng acqurred how

o much compensat1on is offered; and how the construchon will affect
. o .the rest of your prOperty do not hesrtate to ask the negotiator

You wrll have trrne to consrder the offer and the negotxator erl

contact you again to dlSCUSS the oerr and answer any- questlons =

% e KAt :
If you decrde to aceept: the offer you will be asked to srgn a

\ brndrng agreement between you and VDOT, called an. optron -

N

W . _ l B
The optlon commlts you to sell your; property for the arnount of

- the offer and. commlts the departrnent to pay you that a*mount
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s have the value of your property establlshed by the’ courts

You w1ll be expected to. s1gn the deed when the check 1s dehvered

lf there isa mortgage on the property add1tronal t1me rnay be

: requ1red fo contact your 1ender and sécure & release t0 be sureyour

rrghts are protected beTore payment can be made byVDOT

WHAT ‘HAPPENS IF I CANNOT ACCEPT THE OFFER‘? i

State law recogmzes your rlght to refuse the purchase offer and to -

PR

->J./

The law-also allows VDOT to acqu1re a property even when agree— i

: ments cannof be: reached 50 that developmerrt of the pro;ect can-
o conttnue The right of a government to take pnvate property for N
3 pubhc use is: called emlnent domaln R P S

e . T
/

It you refuse the state 'S offerVDOT flles a legai document calleda |
_ certlfrcate withi'the circuit court in your county or. crty 1nd1catmg the
need to obtam your property for pro;ect constructlon o -

Thrs allows VDOT to go ahead with the pro;ect The state S offer

;o : - .
' h

i Tia settlement shll is not reached the attorney representmg VvDOT -
- will initiate legal proceedmgs necessary to allow you to présent evi-
s dence as-to the value of“your property and any losses wh‘rch you feel
_ WIH occur due to the pro;ect

-

After hearing testlmony and vrewmg the property the court wﬂl

L establrsh a value brndmg to you and VDOT Elther side may appeal if .
la legal &rror has been made oruf the award is deemed unacceptable ’
e by the ;udge :

o WIII still be avarlable through the court; provrded you have clear title -
. to the property Negotlatlons be’tween you and VDOT do hot end :
and should contlnue in efforts to reach a settlement

LA

. ‘Emir}ent dq'ina-in;,,ocqon_denrnatidn proceedings, can have benefits:
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ForYOu o PR
~~ +You have addltlonal tnne to consrder the offer :
"By petttlonlngthe court,you could get your money whlle negotla-
_ t10ns contlnué if you have clear tltle to the property

. For VDOT
+The prOJeet conttnues on schedule

There 1s more. tlrne to rev1ew the.owner's expectatlons

_ Whlle condemnatlon proceedlngs rnay be necessary mutual
agreement is preferred ~ :

o N - \\:_ N - P

WHAT IF I HAVE TO MOVE BECAUSE OF THE PROJECT‘?
- T EERNANE
Unfortunately transportatlon fac1ht1es cannot aiways be routed
around homes businesses, farms or non profit orgamzattons It rnay
be necessary for you to move, but state and federal Relocat«ton
Assnstance Acls have been establrshed to minimize any inconven-
- fences caused by relocation Orice negotiations begin for the prop
erty that you now oceupy, you will receive a notice from VDOT
gmng an assurance that you will riot have to move for at least 90
- days ‘A final notlce to vacate w111 be lssued at Ieast 30 days prlor fo
\ the date you w111 be requrred to move : o

" HOW WILL VDOT ASSIST ME‘? S
FOr those who rnust move VDOT offers the followmg services:

. Asmstance in determinlng your needs and preferences

* Information-on properties avarlable for rent or sale. :
+ Help with 1nspect1ng your propbsed replacement home, assessmg
‘required housing standards, and deterrnlnmg whether the Home -
_ meets stafe and federal gu1dehnes S ~ -
C . Transportatlon to replacement propertres if necessary

+ Information on other federal and state programs which offer-
- assistance 0 those who are ehgtble (low income housmg social -

’ Seerces Small Business Admlnlstration) L
N _




L occupancy codes. R -

s

closmg costs,

‘ How erL I FIND A NEW HOME?

_ VDOTs goal is to offer yon the opportunlty to relocate to a
] “Lcomparable replacement home. - 5

et - E ) i

The replacement home must meet certaln standards 1ncludmg
state and local bulldlng, plumblng, electncal housrng and '

N ‘

Please do not s1gn a sales contract or. Iease agreement for a

new home until a VDOT representative has inspected the . '
' dwellmg and certlfied in wntmg that it meets the guldehnes oo

WHAT HAPPENS IF I OWN MY HOME‘? :
----- 78 !&%ﬁéz ST

It you have been a homeowner (OWHEY-OCCUpaI]D.fOT 180 daysor

_more hefore negotratlons began, you are el1g1ble for.certaln benefrts

v

If another home cannot be found that- meets the gurdehnes and -

s comparable to your current home at the price, offered you for

your house you rnay be entrtled to a replacement housmg payment. -
- You also may.be entitled to a mortgage 1nterest drfferentlal pay-
ment if the interest: rates on the new mortgage exceed those of 3 your
former mortgage. ™ - :

You erl also be 1e1mbursed tor certaln ehg1b1e 1nc1dental

rd

The combmecl total of these payments cannot exceed $22 500
and the payments will’ be limited to the amount you actually spend

' :on ellgrble expenses in bnymg your home

‘z . "

I you have, been a homiéowner for at least 90 days but less than -

- 180 days and chOose to buy another home you may be eligible for a L 7
- maximum of $5,250 as relmbursement for reasonable expenses -
‘ requ1red for the purchase '

1




' If you were a homeowner for at least 90 days before negotlatlons
began and-choose to. rent rather(than buy, you may be' entltled toa -
imaximuin of $5;250. The exact amount woilld depend on the reht- -
o requlred for a house that meets the state s gu1de]1nes and on the o
; rental value of your current home :

. LT |

WHAT HAPPEN lFl NT MY ‘HOI
R rrrsararan

) [f you have fented your home for at least 90 days beiore negotla-
_ tions began with the owner of the. property you may be entitled to.a |
maxrmum of $5, 950. Hig you rent but wish to buy, you may-be ehgrbl’e % :
fora maximum of $5, 250 wtuch couId be applled to the purchase .
pr}ce of another home : :

— b

WHAT lF COMPARABLE HOUS]NG IS NOT AVAILABLE?

If comparable housing is not-available within the: $5250 and o
$2?500 limits, it will' he necessary to- con51der other options under the .
.~ "last resort" housmg program such, as bulldmg anew horme. If you
-are eligible. for reimbursement under the last resort housing program
‘the vatious. optlons will be ffuIly explalned to you by aVDOT represen- «

Yo tative. You willr fiot be reqtnred to move untll cornparable housrng has .

beenmadeavaltable S - LRI

VDOT 'wrll pay actual reasonable movmg expenses for a‘maxi- o
rnum dlstaHCe of 50 mlles It is lmportant to keep recelpts of all C
- .' expenses S R S S TR -

-

SR Pa_yment from VDOT also may sbe pald on the basrs of a flxed
. movmg cost schedule - - : .

./. - . -

R v \ - You must apply toVDOT in advance usrng the apphcanon fur- _' i

nlshed 1nd1cat1ng how and when you antrcrpate movrng Once your =
..application’i is réviewed, “youiwill be notified in writinig of the ap- - 7
' proved amount ’VDOT wrli be\glad fo a5515t you w1th the apphcatlon ‘




- the actual cost of moving a max1mum distance of 50 mlles Please A
E keep all rece1pts of ex;;ienses e s

replacementsite Sy AP R

.-tlon at the replacement 51te

" FIXED PAYMENT IN LIEU OF ACTUAL Movmo EXPENSES

Payment will not be made until the move is completed and the‘ |
property has been mspecbed ' - ‘

-

\ : . ‘\?ﬂ' o : ;I
: Actual Reasonable S leed Movmg -
. Momg Costs OR Cost ; -

- Pac:kmg,antl Unpackmg . One Maxunurn Payment

L 'Téttlporary Storage - i s Based on Per Room Schedule

b Tfansportatlon

ol " Moving. lnsurance N U." L
' OtherRelat”ed Costs '
How IS A BUS!NESS, "FARM OR NON-PROF!T L

ORGANIZATION 'REIMBURSED?

A(.TUAL Movmc EX:PENSFS : : A
VA bu31ﬂes farm or non—prof:lt orgamzatlon can be relmbursed for

K

ln some' mstances you can be re1mbursed for the'loss of tangl- :
ble personal property and the expense of lookmg for a )

N \, S
N - ,\_.

As part of actual movmg expenses a small busmess farrn ornon-

. profit orgamzatlon may be entitled to-a re- establishment payment

not to exceed' $25 000 for expenses actually incurred.in relocating’
and reestabllshlng such small business, farm Or n()n prollt organtza-

ha

-~ ‘\JV,,.' : ;m L N S

N

A Busmess operatmn may Ee enlltled toa fixed payment in~ i

. lleu of. payment, for actual movmg and related- expenses of
$1, 000 mmlmum and a maxnnum of $50,000 if:

L
-

o The' busineSs vacates* oi" teloc‘:at'es_ 'f'r‘om the disp"laée.menft‘_ site. .

L - . L= L - . "
- LT e i 8 ,
B . A ) i L




g Thes busmess cannot be relocated w1th0t1t a substantral loss: of
- clientele or nef earnings. =~ .° ) '
_ +The business i is not a part of a eommercral enterpnse havmg more
' than 3 other entities which are not bemg acqurred byVDOT

. - Iti is a source of i income for the drsplaced owner -
3 S ¥ ‘ -

a mammum of $50 000 if;

1 " : ™~

.property T

'.Th‘e, proje‘ct i'rn_pe_deS the efficiencj:fof'the" :farm operation;

*The pI‘O]eCt rnakes it economlcally unfeasnble to operate the
. remamlng property asa farm S

e . B . i

A non-profit orgamzatlon can recelve a mlnlmum of 81, 000
ora maxunum of $50, 000 if:-

It cannot be relocated wrthout a substantral loss of cllentele or
rrrembershlp

kS

‘. farm or noq- proflt orgamzarlon IfVDOT has approved the move,
youwill receive payment after the move takes place,a moving cost

[ CO clalm has been subrrutted and th.e property has been 1nspected

~ f

. WHAT FI AM DISSATISFIED WITH THE
| I RELOCATION "SERVICES?

[ I you do not agree w1th the' reIocatlon services you have

A recerved you may appeal in writingto the district right of way and
utlhtres manager within 90.days of the date VDOT makes its relocatlon
offer or, notrfres you, of your ehglbrhty to recelve a payment

A farm opefatlon also can receive a mmlmum of $1 000 or '

e .\- The farm operatlon stops oris relocatecl elsewhere on the rernarrung _

“ You must apply t6 VDOT usmg an apphcatron avarlable from “our
representatwe before you miove, ‘whether you are rnovmg a busrness ‘

L




f you flnd thé right of way and ut111t1es manager S decrslon unaccept—
| able, -you have 10 days to appeal in wrrtrng t6 the: Commonweaith
T Transportatron Commlssroner VDOT will appomt a panel to revrew
i o yourcase. L e SRR
You wrll have an opportumty to present supportmg evrdence to
: | o the panel which will give a written report to the commissioner. The

s commrssmner wrll render a decision and advrse you in wrltrng A
N If that decrsron is unacceptable you have thrrty days to seek .
' . recourse through the tourts - W :
- . .‘ k "
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s . DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
W RIGHT OF WAY- AND UTILITIES s
CENTRAL OFFICE * - | 1401 East Broad Street ~ | - (804)786:2923

RlC[‘lEI]OI]d VA 23219 [ Director
o | DISTRICF-OFFICES N
+ BRISTOL ~ RO.Box I768 ~~ (276)662.9923
o Bristol VA 242031768  Manager
'SALEM ; .| 731 Harison Avenue (540)3875366 -
o T [ Sale VA 24153 " Manager
- LYNCHBURG 'PO.Bax'11649 -(434)856382_35:' 1
S Lynchburg VA .24506 . - - | - Manager -
RICHMOND - |\PQ.Box3402 /|~ - (804)5246017
S 5| Colonial Helghts VA 23834 Manager

" HAMPTONROADS. | PO.Box1070 . (757)925:2527

o . Suifoll, VA- 234341070 "Manager

‘| FREDERICKSBURG' | 87 DediconRoad . . = (540)899-4253
o L | Fredericksburg, VA 22404—0808 Manager

_ CULPEPER - 1601 Qrange Road (5408297701 |

1 SR “Culpeper,VA 227010671 Manager -

' STAUNTON - - POBox 2249 . - (540332:9128
S Staunton, VA 224022240 ' Manager
NORTHERN VIRGINIA | 14685 Avion Parkway (7033832296

- -7 | ChantiliyVA 20151 Manager -,

IMPORTANT INF()RMATION

I

Relocatlon Payments Have No Adverse Eft'ects On

. Soc1al Secunty Ehglblhty
* o ‘Welfare Eligibility

. Income Taxes

4\

The Vlrglma Departlnent of Transportatlon acqmres property

Federal Uniform Relocation- Assmtance and Real Property
Acqulsltlon POll(!lES Act. :

‘Rev, 05/02 COPyTlght 1994 Commonweaith OfVil’gll’H& R

Al transacuons mvolvmg the exchange of property wxll be reported
- to thé Internal Revenue Servme. : :

. rights and providés relocation assistance in accordance with the




