VIRGINIA DISABILITY COMMISSION
SEPTEMBER 8, 2010, 2:00 P.M.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUILDING
RICHMOND, VA

Members Present:  Senator Linda T. Puller, Senator Yvonne B. Miller, Delegate Robert D.
Orrock, Sr., Delegate Brenda Pogge, Delegate Ronald A. Villanueva,
CDR Raymond F. Burmester, Ms. Sandra Cook, Mr. Bev Fleming, Dr.
Fred Orelove, Mr. C.W. Van Valkenburgh

Members Absent:  Delegate David J. Toscano

The second meeting of the Virginia Disability Commission for the 2010 interim was held
Wednesday, September 8, 2010, at 2:00 pm in House Room C of the General Assembly Building
in Richmond.

Report of the Work Groups

The three work groups established by the Disability Commission at the July 2010
meeting met for one hour before the convening of the full Disability Commission. Following
opening remarks, each work group presented information on its activities and recommendations.

Work Group #1 was charged with reviewing the purpose and scope of the Virginia
Disability Commission. Delegate Orrock, speaking on behalf of the work group, stated that the
work group had received public comment and discussed the issue, and concluded:

1. The name of the Virginia Disability Commission should not be changed;
2. The Virginia Disability Commission's enabling legislation should be amended to:

Q) require the Commission to report its findings and recommendations to the
Senate Finance Committee, House Appropriations Committee, Secretary of
Health and Human Resources, and the Governor by October 1 of each year;

(i) clarify that the Commission shall serve as the primary forum in the
Commonwealth where the needs and issues of people with physical and
sensory disabilities are addressed;

(iii)  ensure that relevant state agencies and other stakeholders are included as
collaborators in carrying out the work of the Commission; and

(iv)  provide that the Disability Commission shall collect information on and
coordinate efforts related to statutory and policy actions affecting persons with
physical, sensory, and other disabilities, in order to avoid overlap and
duplication of effort.

These recommendations were unanimously approved by the Disability Commission. Draft
legislation making these changes will be prepared for the next Commission meeting.

Work Group #2 was charged with (1) evaluating the current system of services for
persons with physical and sensory disabilities, including the cost of and funding sources for



existing services; (2) identifying gaps in services and services needs; (3) determining the
projected cost of meeting those service needs; (4) identifying potential sources of funding for to
meet service needs; and (5) performing cost-benefit analysis of various program options. Work
Group # 2 reported that it had received information on existing services, service costs, and
service needs, and that a second meeting was planned to review additional information on these
topics, and develop recommendations. Work Group #2 did provide some preliminary
recommendations, including:

1. That funding previously allocated to meet the needs of persons with physical and sensory
disabilities through the Consumer Services Fund and the Rehabilitative Services
Incentive Fund be restored; and

2. That all necessary steps be taken to ensure that the Commonwealth continues to meet
state match requirements for federal programs, to ensure full access to and leveraging of
available resources.

Work Group #3 was charged with (1) identifying needs of persons with disabilities in the
area of housing and developing recommendations for meeting those needs; and (2) identifying
needs of persons with disabilities in the area of transportation and developing recommendations
for meeting those needs. Dr. Orelove reported that Work Group #3 had met, received
information on housing needs, and discussed some preliminary recommendations. However,
because only two work group members were present, Work Group #3 did not adopt any
recommendations to be presented to the full Disability Commission. Dr. Orelove announced that
Work Group #3 would meet a second time to receive information on transportation issues, and to
develop recommendations for the full Disability Commission on the topics of housing and
transportation.

Next Meeting

Following the reports of the work groups, members of the Disability Commission
discussed topics for the third meeting of the Commission, to be held on a date and at a time to be
determined. The Commission requested information on (i) the current status of efforts to comply
with Olmstead requirements, the steps necessary to come into full compliance, if any, and the
cost of those actions; (ii) the need for publicly funded in-state neurobehavioral therapies; (iii) the
amount spent by Virginia school districts to purchase certain special education services; and (iv)
the current status of Individual and Family Developmental Disabilities Support Waiver waiting
lists and steps that may be required to reduce those waiting lists. This information, together with
reports and recommendations from Work Group #2 and Work Group #3 will be presented at the
next Disability Commission meeting.



