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Chart 1: Growth of Cut-of-Wedlock Childbearing

Qur-oF-WepLock BirTHs HAvVE RisEN
1O A THIRD OF ALL BIRTHS

1.35 Million Births
(33 Percent of all N
Births) in 2000

Occurred out of
Wedlock "
1.7% are Placed for a
Adoption o |

National Center for Health Statistics, 1999

Out-of-wedlock births were 7 percent of all births at the beginning of the War on
Poverty in the mid-19a60s, but have risen to 33 percertt today

Mote: * 968976 data represent black births; 1940- 1968 data represant very
similar figures for non-white births.

Source: _enters for Chsease Control, Mational Center for Heahth Statistics, Divisicn
af Wital Statistics




49% of all
Pregnancies
In the US are
Unintended

Half of these
are Terminated
by Abortion*

In 2000, 1.31
Million Abortions
Took Place**

*Henshaw SK, Unintended pregnancies in
the United States, Family Planning
Perspectives, 1998, 30(1): 24-29 & 46.

**Jones RK, Darroch JE and Henshaw SK,
Patterns in the socioeconomic
characteristics of women obtaining
abortions in 2000-2001, Perspectives on
Sexual Reproductive Health, 2002,
34(5):226-235.



 COMPARISON OF UNWED PREGNANCY
FOUTCOMES IN THE U.S.
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An estimated n
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896,000 - >,
children were
determined to be
victims of child
abuse or neglect in

2002

National Clearinghouse on Child
Abuse and Neglect Information 2004




In 2002
approximately #

1,400 children
died due to

e : B v
ablise or i ‘P
neglect r /b

National Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information 2004




In 2003, 800,000 children were placed in
foster care homes in the United States.

523,000 children were still in foster care
by the end of that year.

sey.org/Re es/Publica AlumniStudy.htm




A new study released by Casey Family Programs
and Harvard Medical School shows the following:

Ratesi of Post-Traumatic Stress, Disorder among adults
WHE Wereiermerly inioster carne;, Were twice asithighras
UlS: WaiVelerans,

"""’E Amajenty oiradulisiiaced major challengesiinithe areas

" offmental health; education, and employment. /3t hiad
i e nealthinsurance anailived at o below poverty.: 1/4
- experienced hemelessness  after fiester care.

I-i

Eachiyear 20,000 young people between the ages, o
18'and 21 must leave the foster care system and are
left without any support, family connections, or the skills
they need to succeed In life.

www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/Northwest AlumniStudy.htm




In 1999, over 127,000 Hurt
Children were Waiting for an j
Adoptive Home

& 46,000 were Actually Adopted ©

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children's Bureau, AFCARS REPORT 6, at 1 (June 2001).



Problems with Virginia
Adoeption Law

1. Alternativesifior Privacy and Openness are Over
Regulated ’

\
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2. Lack of a Mutual, Con

ilon/Post Adoption
Communication Optiens, =

3, BirthiFathers have Rights witho REsponsibilities
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Alternatives for Privacy and
Openness

Closed Agency Adoption AND Parental Placement Qe

o Birth Parentsiand AdeptiveParents o Birth Parentsiand AdeptiveParents
dornot nave the ChoicesraReanlztion InterfezsolitpVertne CHOICE ol
Adoption Alternatives for Privacyemnd

Openness .
o At any Time after Placement, I\I/:ff';(:sqtgt%:xma”ge ofi Identifying

Birth Parents) Adoptive Parents
& Adoptees Cannet Mutually' Choose e Mandatory Face tol Face Meeting
More Openness:  The More Options for Birth Parents,

o Agencies are Require@oRHYE farents; and AdOPEees toata g Adoptions, Have to
to Maintain ConfideRiRaIteZEEIr Adoption EXPEfIences, & placement
when all Parties Desire The Better: Gyidelines
Openness




Mutual Consent

Current Agency Placement Law:

o Post Placement Sharing of
Identifiying Infermation and
Pessible;Reunions Reqguire an
Application to the CommissIGner o
a Coeurt Order

Current Parental Placement Law:

o Adeption Recordsiare Open
terthe Adeptive Parents; AdopLiee
((I8forrelder), andithe BirthrParent
witheut Muttal Consent

Birthparents andfadult adopted persens
Who) desire torhave contact should be
able terdo se, when bethiagree.

Mutuall Consent Reunion: Laws
Simplify Post-Adoption Sharing of:
Information and Protect the Right to
Maintainior Waive;One's Privacy.
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2'Best Intere tSisiaslildken, Birth Fathersgsiiisiic

e Establish a Iovmg/c pseEElationship with theigeniic

e Be wi JJJ Bi ablEltotake full custody of the chilc

o FingdisBlIVSEpporttiieineeds of the'child andgeiEER
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thelr Parental Riggés aﬁd I ongigElts Commitmeant to the
child without P2alyvhl KRN (ot fleeldlo ) of trhiz Birth Mothay
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: Bifith Father Rights

Birth FatherSinWVirginia | the,Right to ThwartgBiigh'Mother’s
Adoption Plafevenihen inot Intend to TagERESponsibility
. Dtheledre of t ild or the Birth MBEhES;

Birth FatherSiWho@ppose: doﬁtion Typically do igfonghe k Wwing
Reasons:

e He loves the Birth Mother and does NOT want to losegie}

M |

e He W_ nts to Manipulate/Control or Hurt the Birth Mo
e He i‘; Prepared, Willing and Desires to Raise the Chjld Himself "

Approximately 1ﬁ)f the States ha\,ae'a{ Putative Father Registry that
Protects the Rights of Respg,n.sible Birth Fathers and may also .
Protect Childr ‘s and Adoptive Families from the &

0
Control or en Irresponsible Birth Fathers
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55 LT hF children and
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INn NisS book, Life without father, researcher
David Popenoe summarized the ioliowing:
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